connect@&

BIBLE STUDY GUIDE

And Then We
Came to Romans

A STuDY OF PAUL'S
"WEIGHTY AND STRONG" LETTER

A STupy oF ROMANS

Glynn Beaty
Ryan McCoy
Eric Moffett

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE

Dallas TX




And Then We Came to Romans
A Study of Paul’s “Weighty and Strong” Letter
Connect 360 Bible Study Guide

Copyright © 2026 by GC2 Press®.
All rights reserved.
Printed in the United States of America.

No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever
without written permission except in the case of brief quotations.
For information, contact
GC2 PRESS, 7557 Rambler Road, Suite 1200, Dallas, TX 75231-2388.

GC2 Press® is registered in U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

CONNECT 360 ALL THE BIBLE FOR ALL OF LIFE®
is registered in U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations in 1-13 are taken from the
Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978,
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

GC2 Press® Leadership Team:

Executive Director, BGCT: Julio Guarneri

Associate Executive Director, BGCT: Craig Christina
Treasurer/CFO, BGCT: Ward Hayes

Director, Resource Development Team, BGCT: Joshua Minatrea
Publisher, GC2 Press®: David Ritsema

Publishing Specialist, GC2 Press®: Stan Granberry

Production, Cover Design, and Printing: D6 Family Ministry

First edition: September 2026
ISBN: 978-1-961120-25-9



How to Make the Best
Use of This Issue

Whether you're the teacher or a student—

1.
2.

Start early in the week before your class meets.

Overview the study. Review the table of contents and read
the study introduction. Try to see how each lesson relates to

the overall study.

. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture

passages for the lesson. (You'll see that each writer has
chosen a favorite translation for the lessons in this issue.
You're free to use the Bible translation you prefer and com-

pare it with the translation chosen for that unit, of course.)

. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then

read the writer’s comments. The comments are intended to

be an aid to your study of the Bible.

. Read the small articles—“sidebars”—in each lesson. They

are intended to provide additional, enrichment information

and inspiration and to encourage thought and application.

. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each

lesson. They’re intended to encourage further thought and
application, and they can also be used in the class session
itself.
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If you're the teacher—

Do all the things just mentioned, of course. As you begin the study

with your class, be sure to find a way to help your class know the

date on which each lesson will be studied. Here are some sugges-

tions to guide your lesson preparation:

In the first session of the study, briefly overview the study by

identifying for your class the date on which each lesson will be

studied. Lead your class to write the date in the table of contents

on pages 10-11 and on the first page of each lesson.

Make and post a chart that indicates the date each lesson
will be studied.

If all your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the

dates the lessons will be studied.

Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want
to include information about your church and then use
the bookmark as an outreach tool, too. A model for a
bookmark can be downloaded from www.gc2press.org

under the “Teacher Helps” menu.

Develop a sticker with the lesson dates and place it on the

table of contents or on the back cover.

A. Get a copy of the Teaching Guide, a companion piece to this
Study Guide. The Teaching Guide contains additional Bible

comments plus two teaching plans. The teaching plans in

the Teaching Guide are intended to provide practical, easy-to-

use teaching suggestions that will work in your class.



How to Make the Best Use of This Issue

. After you've studied the Bible passage, the lesson com-
ments, and other material, use the teaching suggestions in
the Teaching Guide to help you develop your plan for leading

your class in studying each lesson.

. Premium Commentary is now available for $30 at www.
gc2press.org. This in-depth commentary is a great resource

for teachers.

. Teaching resource items for use as handouts are available

for $20 at www.gc2press.org. under the “Teacher Helps” tab.

. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the
Scripture passages and in applying these passages to their
lives.

. You can receive the lesson preview each week by signing up
for the Baptist Standard weekly newsletter at no cost. Sign

up here: (www.baptiststandard.com/subscription/email).



And Then We Came to Romans: A Study of Paul's “Weighty and Strong” Letter

Writers for This Study Guide

Glynn Beaty wrote lessons one through five. Glynn has been
pastoring in Texas Baptist churches for forty years. He has been
at his current church, Mosheim Baptist, for 20 years. He married
his wife, Kim, in 1979. They have three children and two grand-

sons, with another grandson on the way.

Ryan McCoy wrote lessons six through nine. Ryan is the minis-
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Introducing

And Then We Came
to Romans:

A Study of Paul’s “Weighty
and Strong” Letter

A Study of Romans

Following a treacherous sea voyage, replete with a shipwreck,
Acts reports in a rather anti-climactic, matter of fact manner that
Paul and his companions “came to Rome” (28:14, 16). The title of
this study of Paul’s famed letter to the Romans is a play upon that

turn of phrase.

As it happens, Romans follows Acts in the New Testament
canon. Though significantly shorter in length than Acts, Romans
is the longest letter composed by Paul that has been preserved
for our instruction and inspiration.

And instruct and inspire it does! Generations of Christians
have turned to Romans, a “weighty and strong letter” (see 2
Corinthians 10:10), to learn of salvation through and of life in
Christ. In this 13-week study, we will journey through Romans

from beginning to end section by section. Having done so, we
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have a fuller grasp of how this letter flows and what this letter
teaches, and we, in turn, will rejoice and be glad that we came to

Romans.

Suggested Resources for the Study of Romans!

Bird, Michael F. The Story of God Commentary: Romans. Zondervan,
2016.

Boa, Kenneth, and William Kruidenier. Romans. Vol. 6. Holman
New Testament Commentary. Broadman & Holman Publishers,

2000.

Bruner, Frederick Dale. The Letter to the Romans: A Short
Commentary. Eerdmans, 2021.

Dockery, David S. “The Pauline Letters.” In Holman Concise Bible

Commentary, edited by David S. Dockery. Broadman & Holman
Publishers, 1998.

Garland, David. Romans. Tyndale New Testament Commentaries.

Intervarsity Press Academic, 2021.

Knowles, Andrew. The Bible Guide. 1st Augsburg Books ed.
Augsburg, 2001.

Morris, Leon. The Epistle to the Romans. The Pillar New Testament
Commentary. William B Eerdman’s Publishing Company, 1988.

Mounce, Robert H. Romans. Vol. 27. The New American
Commentary. Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995.

Richards, Lawrence O. The Bible Reader’s Companion. Electronic ed.
Victor Books, 1991.
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Stott, John. Romans: God’s Good News for the World. InterVarsity
Press, 1994.

Witmer, John A. “Romans.” In The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures, edited by J. F. Walvoord and R. B.
Zuck, vol. 2. Victor Books, 1985.

Wright, Tom. Paul for Everyone: Romans Part 1: Chapters 1-8.
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2004.

Wright, N.T., Romans for Everyone Part 2 Chapters 9-16, Accordance
electronic ed. Westminster John Knox Press, 2011.

Wright, N.T “The Letter to the Romans: Introduction, Commentary,
and Reflections.” The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary, Volume
IX. Abington Press, 2015.

NOTE

1 Listing a book does not imply full agreement by the writer or GC2 Press with all its comments.
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Romans 1:14-17 Romans 1:1-17

lesson d

A Longing
Apostle and
the Powerful
Gospel

MAIN IDEA
The gospel is good news for all people.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How has the gospel changed my life?

STUDY AIM
To explore the transformational nature of the gospel for
first-century and 21st-century people

QUICK READ
As Paul commenced his lengthy letter to Roman believers, he
emphasized and reiterated the place and power of the gospel.
Romans 1:16-17 serves as a programmatic passage not only
for this particular study but also for the entire letter.

12
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Introduction

Emotions are an important part of who we are as people. We feel
joy when something good happens, and we feel sadness when
things may not go our way. We get angry, we get happy, some-
times we feel ashamed.

When my son and my daughter both had my first grandsons
within six weeks of each other, I was a happy, proud grandpa. I
discovered a new kind of love in my life. Seeing my two grandsons
took me back to when [ was holding their mother and their dad at
that age, and my pride as a parent reached new heights.

There are things we pride ourselves on, some of our doing,
some of the circumstances we were put into. Most people say
they’re proud to be Americans, even though most of us did noth-
ing to earn the privilege; we were simply born into it. Still, it’s a
source of pride.

The apostle Paul took pride in one thing above all others:
knowing Jesus Christ. He was proud of the gospel that had saved
him and enabled him to lead so many others to Christ. He saw the
changed lives and the new beginnings, and it made him proud. In
his own words, he was not ashamed of the gospel. Today’s lesson

investigates the apostle’s words and why he felt no shame.

Romans 1:14-17

14T am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to
the wise and the foolish. * That is why I am so eager to preach
the gospel also to you who are in Rome.

13
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16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the
power of God that brings salvation to everyone who be-
lieves: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel
the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is
by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous
will live by faith.”

Paul’s Obligation (1:14-15)

A reading of Acts only tells us that Paul intended to return to
Jerusalem, probably bringing the offering he had been collecting
in Asia and Europe. In Acts 23:11, God told him, “Take courage!
As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also
testify in Rome.”

This verse and the letter Paul wrote to the Roman church show
that the apostle had always intended to visit Rome. It is possible
that Paul’s plan all along was to travel to Rome after delivering
the offering to Jerusalem. It is also possible that the apostle had
no firm plans, relying on God’s leadership to take him where God
wanted him to go.

When Paul intended to visit Rome is not stated in the Bible,
but there can be no doubt he wrote Romans expressly intending
to visit there and the things that may have hindered him were
now in the past. With the confidence that his visit to Rome would
occur, the apostle wrote this letter of introduction to let the Ro-

mans know what he believed and why.

14



Lesson 1: A Longing Apostle and the Powerful Gospel

Paul's "Resume”

e A “servant of Christ.” Paul wanted the Romans to know
to whom he belonged. His submission was to Christ,
his service was to Christ, and Christ owned him.

e "An apostle.” An apostle was someone who had been
taught by Christ and had seen the risen Savior. The
apostle was appointed by Christ to go on mission for
Him. Generally, the title was applied to the original 11
disciples who had seen and been with the resurrect-
ed Christ. Paul fits the definition because he saw the
risen Christ on the road to Damascus (cf. Acts 9:1-6)
and had been taught by the risen Christ in Arabia (cf.
Galatians 1:11-19; 1 Corinthians 11:23).

e “Set apart.” Paul was chosen by God to preach the
good news to the Gentile world. Considering Paul's
Pharisee past, this calling may have been somewhat
difficult for him, but it was one he willingly and fully
gave himself to.

He summed these pieces of his resume together in
verse 5—"Through him we received grace and apostleship
to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from
faith for His name's sake.”

Paul wanted the Romans to know that he was qual-
ified to share what comes next in the letter, and estab-
lishing his credentials at the outset was a necessary step
toward that knowledge.

15
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In Romans 1:16-17, Paul wrote the central theme of his let-
ter. In the two verses preceding them, he summarized his reason
to want to come to Rome.

In verse 14, Paul wrote of his obligation to Greeks and non-
Greeks, the wise and foolish. What was this obligation? Was his
obligation specifically to these groups of people, which, for prac-
tical purposes, was all humankind? Certainly, Paul, an apostle
and servant of Jesus Christ, must have felt an obligation to ev-
eryone he encountered to share the good news of Jesus Christ.
Knowing the debt that was paid for his salvation and knowing
his background (cf. Philippians 3:4-10), Paul, who identified as a
Jewish Pharisee, declared himself faultless in regard to legalistic
righteousness (cf. Philippians 3:6b), but he was transformed by
his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. It was after
this encounter that Saul of Tarsus—in the book of Acts—begins
to be referred to by the name of Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ.
A man with such a transforming experience must have felt in his
heart that he owed it to every person he met to offer them the
same opportunity to have their lives changed just as his had been.

A greater obligation existed for Paul, and this obligation was
to God. It was God who put him on the road to Damascus, and
it was God who called Paul to become an apostle, an evangelist,
to the Gentile world. The God who had demonstrated His mar-
velous grace by taking a devout Pharisee and persecutor of the
church and had made him into a child of God (cf. John 1:12-13).
Though Paul understood, believed, and taught that salvation was
a free gift of God and not of works (cf. Ephesians 2:8-10), he
felt his obligation to God just as Jesus told His disciples, “Anyone
who loves me will obey my teaching” (John 14:23). The obligation

16
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Paul wrote of in verse 14 is that demonstration of his love for
God and for Jesus Christ. The way he demonstrated that love was
by sharing with Greeks and non-Greeks, wise and foolish alike.

It is this obligation of love that drove Paul to want to come to
Rome. Though there was an established church there, he knew
many more people in that great city still needed to hear the gos-
pel, and God called him to share it with them.

While you and I may not have been called to mission work,
each of us is called to demonstrate our love for God and Christ by
loving our brothers (cf. 1 John 4:20-21). Part of the way we love
one another is to live the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12), and part
of the way we live out our faith is being ready to share that faith
with others.

Paul’s Pride in the Gospel (1:16)

As we discussed earlier, almost everyone has something to be
proud of—such as a personal achievement, a nation of origin, or
a team’s success. Some things we are proud of are things we had
no direct hand in. If we are proud of something, we tell people
what we are proud of (and usually why).

Interestingly, Paul did not write that he was proud of the gos-
pel; rather, that he was not ashamed of it. The question is, why?

Let me give an illustration. I have two grandsons at this writ-
ing, one 18 months old and the other 16 months old. I have a
new grandson on the way. I enjoy telling people about my won-
derful grandsons, and I am not ashamed to whip out the phone
and show the pictures. Why no shame? Because I'm bursting with

pride at being a new granddad.
17



And Then We Came to Romans: A Study of Paul's “Weighty and Strong” Letter

Paul certainly had a love for the gospel. It was the driving
force in his life of evangelism and church planting. Throughout
his life, God continually opened doors for the apostle to spread
the gospel to new parts of the world. Despite the hardships Paul
endured (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:21b-29), he continued to the next
town, entering synagogues and sharing the message of the gos-
pel from the Old Testament Scriptures. Paul was definitely not
ashamed to share the good news of Jesus Christ.

Why was Paul not ashamed? He saw the gospel as the power
of God present in our world. To the apostle, the gospel was proof
of God’s interaction in our world and in our lives. He saw the gos-
pel as a unique message from a unique God, and God’s grace was
extended to anyone and everyone. There were no special classes
of people that were excluded; the gospel was (and is) open to all.

This gospel is God’s power to save any and all who believe. If
a person hears the gospel and responds in faith that Jesus died
for our sins, was buried, and was raised again, then they receive
salvation from their sins and eternal life. This eternal life was not
some distant goal in the future, but was a present reality, as Jesus
prayed, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the one
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3).

If the gospel is for everyone, why did Paul write that it was
to the Jews first and then the Gentiles? Jesus’ ministry reflected
this truth. He was born into a Jewish family, raised in the Jewish
faith, observed the laws of God given to Moses, and His ministry
was primarily to a Jewish audience. It was only after the Resur-
rection that the gospel was extended to “Jerusalem, and in all Ju-
dea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8b). Paul’s

practice of entering synagogues in each new city and town was

18
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because he knew there would be people aware of the Scripture,
and he used the verses to proclaim Christ.

It is not unusual in our world for us to feel comfortable with
people like us—similar education, backgrounds, tastes—things
in common. We are more likely to share Christ with people like
us, but Paul reminds us that the gospel is for all people, regardless

of our own comfort zone.

The Authenticity and Power of the Gospel

In verses 16-17, Paul defined the gospel for the
Roman readers. In verses 2—-4, the apostle described the
gospel differently, wanting his readers to understand that
he is aware of the gospel's origins—God'’s plan from the
beginning.

God'’s plan was seen in the prophetic words about
Jesus in the Holy Scriptures. Jesus is both fully human,
being a descendant of David through His mother, and
fully divine through the Spirit of holiness. The evidence
that Jesus fulfilled this purpose was confirmed in His
resurrection.

It is this element of the gospel that gives it its
authenticity and its power, which Paul later defined in
verses 16-17.

The Revelation of the Gospel (1:17)

I do not know what kind of student you were in school, but was it

not always a pleasant feeling to answer a question and be told by

19
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the teacher that you were right? For some students, that affirma-
tion is rather common; for others, it is a rare achievement. Being
told we are right about something is an affirming event.

Reading the book of Job, I have always been impressed with
God’s words to Satan: “Have you considered my servant Job?
There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright,
a man who fears God and shuns evil” (Job 1:8). To be declared
blameless and upright by God is a powerful endorsement.

The power of God seen in the gospel is also a gift from God. In
the gospel, God declares us righteous, a righteousness that comes
from Him.

We see the holy and perfect God extending His righteousness
into our lives. As Paul wrote, this righteousness is God’s reve-
lation to us who receive the gospel by faith. This righteousness
from God through Christ was part of God’s plan from before cre-
ation (cf. Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:20), and God’s plan also made
faith fundamental to our receiving the gospel. The righteousness
of God is revealed completely and only in our faith in Jesus to
save and redeem.

Paul, well-educated and confident in his use of the Old Testa-
ment, confirmed our righteousness by faith by quoting Habakkuk
2:4: “See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright—but
the righteous person will live by his faith.”

Implications and Actions

Paul wanted to formally introduce himself to the churches in
Rome, and therefore he chose specific words to define his rela-

tionship with God and Christ. He wrote of his appreciation for the
20
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Roman church and his intention to eventually visit. He wrapped
up his introduction with his declaration of his great commitment
to the gospel, God’s power to reveal righteousness to the faithful.

Like the apostle, you and I frequently introduce ourselves to
others. Like him, we also have the opportunity to share our faith
with those we meet. Sometimes, the timing is not right; other
times, the door opens to share our faith with others. Before that
time comes, as we prayerfully enter into conversation, we need to

determine whether we are ashamed of the gospel.

Questions

1. When you know you are going to meet someone that
means something to you, how do you prepare the ground

for the meeting?

2. What do you think the Roman church’s response was to
Paul’s introduction?

21
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3. If you had to describe your relationship with God, how
would you do it? What words would you use?

4. Paul described the gospel as “the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes.” In your own words, how

would you describe the gospel?

5. Anintroduction is important to getting the reader’s attention.
Does Paul’s introduction intrigue you to read more? Why or

why not?

22



FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Romans 2:5-16 Romans 1:18-2:29

lesson @

An Impartial
God and a
Sinful People

MAIN IDEA
All people are sinful and are accountable to a merciful, impar-
tial God.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How has God shown mercy to me?

STUDY AIM
To examine this section of Romans with a view to understand-
ing more fully the pervasiveness of sin and the impartiality—
and mercy—of God

QUICK READ
Like a master trial lawyer, Paul sought in this portion of Ro-
mans to establish the guilt of the accused even as he began to

reveal the solution for the plight of sinful humanity.

23
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Introduction

In our world today, it seems that we enjoy placing people in differ-
ent classes. We categorize people based on where they live, what
kind of music they listen to, and what kind of food they eat. There
is a current joke that says there are three types of people: The first
group is those who know how to count. The second group is those
who do not.

Whether you agree with the idea of categorizing people or
not, sometimes it is useful for addressing an issue that is com-
mon to all people. The apostle Paul categorized our world into
groups such as hedonists, moralists, and religious individuals—
each falling short of God’s standard for salvation. His point was

that everyone is sinful and accountable to God.

Romans 2:5-16

5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepen-
tant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the
day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be re-
vealed. ¢ God “will repay each person according to what they
have done.” 7’ To those who by persistence in doing good seek
glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life.  But for
those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and fol-
low evil, there will be wrath and anger. ° There will be trouble
and distress for every human being who does evil: first for
the Jew, then for the Gentile; ° but glory, honor and peace
for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the
Gentile. ! For God does not show favoritism.

24
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12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from
the law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the
law. B For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous
in God's sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be
declared righteous. * (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not
have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they
are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the
law. 1 They show that the requirements of the law are written
on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and
their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times
even defending them.) ¢ This will take place on the day when
God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gos-
pel declares.

Paul and the Moralist’'s View (2:5-11)

Following Paul’s declaration of the gospel being the power of God
for the salvation of everyone who believes, the apostle began to
tell who needs God’s salvation. He began by writing about God’s
wrath and the wickedness of men (1:18-20), and about how God
had revealed Himself through His creation. In contrast, people
refused to recognize God’s revelation and turned their back on
Him, choosing instead to worship idols and images (1:21-23). In
the remaining verses of the first chapter, Paul used the phrase,
“God gave them over”—in their sinful desires (1:24), to shameful
lust (1:26), and to a depraved mind (1:28). This group of people
was the immoral, the hedonists who saw the meaning in life as to
indulge their every whim. Paul wrote about sexual improprieties,
but he also wrote about the ways they treated other people in a

25
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list of sins found in 1:29-31, concluding that they went so far as
not to only ignore God’s laws but also actively encouraged others
to do the same (1:32).

When we categorize people, some will naturally deny that
they belong to that particular group. Recognizing this, Paul then
wrote of the moralists, non-religious people who nevertheless
lived by a set of principles and ethics—moralists, if you will. In
2:1-4, Paul introduced this group as people who look down on
the first group, rightly saying they live a decadent life. It is the
moralists that “pass judgment on someone else” (2:1). In the Ser-
mon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Do not judge, or you too will be
judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged,
and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you” (Mat-
thew 7:1-2). It’s natural for people to look down their noses at
people they feel to be inferior by the way they act, the way they
dress, the way they talk. Paul wrote to those who judge others
that their judgments are based on their own definition of what is

right and wrong, but God’s judgment is based on His truth.

God’'s Wrath Against Mankind

In 1:18-23, Paul wrote about God's wrath being re-
vealed from Heaven. It's quite a change from the apostle’s
main theme of not being ashamed of the gospel, but it is
the other side of the coin of the gospel.

While the gospel offers salvation and righteousness
to all who believe, there is also the consequence of God's
wrath for those who choose not to believe.

What is this “wrath of God?"
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Lesson 2: An Impartial God and a Sinful People

It is a mistake to believe that God is going to, one day
in the future, suddenly blow a gasket against the sin in our
world and just explode in anger. God doesn't lose control
of Himself that way.

God's wrath is the attitude He takes toward sin. God
does not like sin, which is our rebellion against Him. The
day that Adam and Eve chose to take the forbidden fruit
was the day they subconsciously told God they did not
need Him, and they would take care of themselves. So it is,
when you and I choose to sin. At that moment, we tell God
He is not important for our plans, and we can go it alone.
God'’s wrath is set against the attitude of sin and rebellion.
Again, it is not a sudden loss of temper, but a predeter-
mined response from God on how to treat sin.

Paul wrote that God has shown Himself to us through
creation, but we tend to ignore that and instead tend to
worship the creation and not the Creator. That is sin; that
is rebellion.

God'’s wrath has always been a part of Him, and that
wrath is reserved for the condemnation of sin in our world
and in our lives. The same God who offers eternal life in
Jesus Christ will also pour out His wrath on the day of
judgment.

Coming to verses 5-10, Paul set forth the standard of God’s
righteous and impartial judgment. At first reading, these verses
may appear to suggest that eternal life is earned by good works,
as Paul wrote, “To those who by persistence in doing good seek

glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life” (2:7).
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However, Paul was not presenting a works-based path to salva-
tion. Rather, he was articulating a foundational biblical truth:
God judges every person according to their deeds. This principle
reflects the justice and impartiality of God, who shows no favor-
itism (2:11).

Paul’s aim was to confront those who trust in their own moral
standing. By establishing the true standard of divine judgment,
he exposed the inadequacy of self-righteousness. The issue is not
whether God judges according to works, but whether anyone con-
sistently meets that standard. In the wider argument of Romans,
Paul made clear that all fall short of God’s glory (3:23).

At the same time, these verses anticipate the fuller picture of
salvation revealed in the Gospels. While final judgment is accord-
ing to works, those works do not function as the basis of salva-
tion but as the evidence of a life transformed by God’s grace.

Thus, Paul’s argument does not endorse moralism; it disman-
tlesit. By declaring God’s impartial standard, he showed that nei-
ther the immoral, the moralist, nor the religious can stand on
their own merit. All alike are driven to the same conclusion: the

necessity of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.

The Law of the Heart (2:12-16)

Those who consider themselves moral and decent, though not
necessarily religious, may claim to live by a moral or ethical sys-
tem they have developed themselves or adopted from others.
They may claim they are decent people, upholding the respon-

sibilities assigned to them, loving their family and friends, and
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treating others decently. Much of that may be true. From school
days, you may remember the True-or-False tests. That might ex-
plain why any sentence with a false part was considered false.
Even if a person is good 99 percent of the time, there is still that 1
percent where they fail. According to a moralist’s perspective, the
good outweighs the bad, and the balance scales still fall heavily in
their favor.

Paul addressed that by stating all who sin will perish, whether
they perish without the law or under the law. A “good” person
may be good in their own eyes, but the problem is not how we
see ourselves; it is how God sees us. When God gave the Law to
Moses, He also told the people, “Cursed is anyone who does not
uphold the words of this law by carrying them out” (Deuteron-
omy 27:26). According to this verse, God’s standard is absolute
obedience to the law, or failure to fulfill it. In God’s eyes, there is
no balancing of a scale. In God’s system, it is pass/fail, and every-
one fails.

God wants our obedience. He wants us to follow Him abso-
lutely and completely. To hold back is to fail to fulfill God’s desire
for us.

What about people who have never heard the gospel, who
have never heard about the law of Moses or about God Himself?
The apostle wrote that there are no excuses. He wrote that even if
we do not have the Law, if we seek to live a moral life, then we are
a law to ourselves. The moralist has set their own standards, and

they have to live up to them, or they fail.
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Jews and the Law

In 2:17-29, Paul wrote specifically to the religious peo-
ple of the world, particularly the Jewish community with
which the apostle had been a part of for much of his life. In
these verses, Paul spoke about the need for the Jew who
claimed to follow the law to do exactly that, even though
he accused them of failing to do so. He wrote that they
blaspheme God when they fail to live up to the entirety of
the law (cf. 2:24).

Having addressed the failure to live up to the law, Paul
then pointed out that the outward appearances of the
Jewish religion were irrelevant if there was no lifestyle that
reflected obedience to God. “A person is not a Jew who is
one only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward
and physical” (2:28).

We need to ask ourselves if we are Christians only
outwardly. We may carry the appropriate Bible and go to
church regularly. We may have the latest Christian quotes
or sayings placed on our cars, but the question we need to
ask ourselves is: Are we only talking the talk, or are we also
walking the walk?

The reality is that no matter how hard we try to do good, try
to be selfless, try to be what a moral person should be, there are
times when we will falter. Maybe we had a bad day, a hard time
at work, stress in the family, and this affects how we relate to the
world around us. It is easy to imagine a person snapping at some-

one for no good reason simply because they’re tired, stressed, or
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distracted. Does that make them a bad person? No, but it does
make them someone who, for however brief a time, fell short of
their own expectations.

This is what Paul meant when he was inspired to write verses
14-15. When we set up a standard for living, we are obligated to
live up to that standard. It becomes part of who we are and dic-
tates how we should live and relate to the world around us. The
flip side of that is that we must live up to the standards we have
set and never depart from them. No matter what our reason, our
excuse, or our alibi may be, when we fail to live up to the stan-
dard, we will have to answer for it.

This also applies to the moralist’s condemning the immoral
for their chosen lifestyles. Going back to Jesus’ words in Matthew
7:2, the standards we set for others will also be the standards
used for ourselves. If I expect my neighbor to mow his lawn to a
height of 1 inch, then our grass must also be that height. If we ex-
pect our colleagues to work consistently for the entire eight-hour
workday, we should also be diligent in fully committing ourselves
to the same standard.

Paul brought this idea to a point in verse 16. Judgment is
waiting for all people “on the day when God judges people’s se-
crets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares.” The gospel
Paul is not ashamed of, because of its power to save all who be-
lieve, also warns that failure to believe will result in judgment on
the day Christ returns. God demonstrates His mercy by offering
salvation through Christ, but He also shows His love by allowing
us to choose for ourselves whether to believe or not. If we choose
to believe, we receive the righteousness that comes by faith and

enter into eternal life, fellowship with the Father and the Son

31



And Then We Came to Romans: A Study of Paul's “Weighty and Strong” Letter

through the Holy Spirit. If, on the other hand, we choose not to
believe, if we choose to live by our own standards, then we will
have to answer to that decision on the day Christ returns.

There are those who will say a loving God cannot condemn
someone to hell; a truly loving and forgiving God would overlook
whether we chose to believe or not. While God is loving, merci-
ful, and forgiving, He is also holy and jealous. He demonstrates
His love in offering us life and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. He
demonstrates His love in allowing us the right to choose. When
judgment comes, our judgment will be the consequences of our

choice.

Implications and Actions

Living in the United States offers us countless choices that often
go unnoticed. For example, when you walk down the cereal aisle
of your local grocery store, you realize the cereal you choose (or do
not choose) is just a tiny part of your everyday decision-making.

God, the loving and caring Father, chose before creation to
give us the greatest choice in the history of mankind when He
determined to bring salvation through Jesus Christ to all who
will believe in Him. Conversely, in giving us the choice to believe,
He also gave us the choice not to believe. The result is a wide va-
riety of people who have chosen to believe different things. Some
believe that life is meant to be indulged, others that life is to be
lived according to a moral code, while others practice a religion,
whether it’s Christianity, Islam, Judaism, or any other of the

many religions people have invented to help them cope in a world
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that is not always easy to navigate. The choices we make do have

consequences, so we must choose wisely.

Questions

1. Remember your days in high school? There were different
groups of people in the school. What were some of the groups
in your school? Which one or ones did you identify with?

Which ones did you not understand at all?

2. Paul wrote the phrase, “your stubbornness and your unrepen-
tant heart” (2:5). Do you think these words are rather harsh?
Would you have written them differently?

3. The Bible says God will judge our secrets through Jesus Christ.
Only God knows us better than we know ourselves. Are there
some secrets you'd just as soon keep secret? Are there some

that need repentance on your part?

33



And Then We Came to Romans: A Study of Paul's “Weighty and Strong” Letter

4. Suppose a co-worker or neighbor lived a different lifestyle that
makes you feel uncomfortable. How would you approach this

person to talk about Christ and the gospel?

5. Jesus tells us not to judge others (cf. Matthew 7:1-2). We may
try to live up to that, but it’s not always easy. What are some

things you are more likely to judge? Why?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Romans 3:21-31 Romans 3:1-31

lesson Q}

The Just
Justifier

MAIN IDEA
The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is both righteous
and gracious.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How can a sinful person possibly be justified by God?

STUDY AIM
To consider the centrality of God’s righteousness and Christ’s
redemption as well as the necessity of human response

QUICK READ
As Paul drew the first panel of the letter to a close, he set forth
Christ’s costly sacrifice as God’s righteous, gracious gift for
wayward humanity, who may embrace Jesus Christ through

humble faith.
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Introduction

When you and I were young, much of what we learned was by
faith. When our parents told us something, we did not really
question it or research the subject ourselves to determine wheth-
er or not Mom or Dad had provided accurate information. We
believed because we had no reason to doubt our parents.

The same was true as we began our formal education. When
our first teacher began teaching us how to read or do math, we
did not really question it; we took it by faith they knew what they
were doing. We did not ask how the letters “ou” could sound dif-
ferent depending on which consonants surrounded them. The
teacher said it was so, and we believed.

As we have aged, we have learned to question certain things
and approach them thoughtfully. However, we still rely on faith
for some matters. Most people do not investigate every piece of
information they are given. Therefore, even now, faith is an im-
portant part of life. It is even more so, as it is particularly import-

ant in our relationship with God.

Romans 3:21-31

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets tes-
tify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew
and Gentile, # for all have sinned and fall short of the glo-
ry of God, 2* and all are justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. * God presented
Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his
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blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his
righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins
committed beforehand unpunished— 2¢ he did it to demon-
strate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just
and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.

%7 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what
law? The law that requires works? No, because of the law that
requires faith. 2 For we maintain that a person is justified by
faith apart from the works of the law. # Or is God the God of
Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles
too, 3 since there is only one God, who will justify the cir-
cumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same
faith. 3! Do we, then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all!
Rather, we uphold the law.

A Righteousness From God (3:21-22)

Good news is fun to share with others. When couples become
engaged, or we announce the birth of a child or grandchild, it is
good news to share with the world. We even like to share the news
of a fun and rewarding vacation. Social media is filled with people
sharing the good news about themselves and their families. Good
news is always welcome.

Paul ended his introduction to his letter to the Romans with
the declaration that the gospel is the power of God for the salva-
tion of everyone who believes (Romans 1:16). After this declara-
tion, he began to point out that no one can earn God’s righteous-
ness on their own. He pointed out that people who indulge their

every whim fall short. People who have a moral code will never
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fully live up to that code, and even religious people, such as the
Jews, who have the Law from God, cannot and do not obey every
single law. In short, we all fall short of God’s standards. But there
is hope, and that hope is found in Jesus Christ.

The reality that we cannot earn our righteousness does not
mean we cannot become righteous. God has had a plan from be-
fore the beginning (cf. Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:20) on how to
bring righteousness to all people. Repeating his statement in 1:2,
Paul declared that the Old Testament (the Law and the Prophets)
gives testimony to this way of righteousness. In Luke 24:13-35,
the resurrected Christ walked with two pilgrims from Jerusalem
to Emmaus. The pilgrims were downcast because of the events
surrounding Jesus’ crucifixion and His “missing” body. Having
listened to their reason for their sorrow, the Bible says, “Begin-
ning from Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what
was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (Luke 24:27).

When Paul entered a new city to begin telling others about
Jesus, he went to the synagogue and began to teach about Jesus,
using the Old Testament as his source of Jesus’ story. God fore-
told the coming of Christ in the Old Testament because He knew
how He would bring righteousness to the world, and He needed
the message to be readily available in Scripture.

How do we become righteous in God’s eyes? We must believe
in (put our faith in) Jesus Christ, the risen Savior. The offer of
righteousness and redemption through Christ is open to all peo-
ple, but only those who come to Him in faith will receive salvation
through Him. God will not and does not compel people to believe.
The freedom of choice is a hallmark of God’s great love for us. He

wants us to come to Him on our own. A forced relationship is nei-
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ther loving nor beneficial. God wants us to come to Him on His
terms, but by our own choice. He simply and graciously offers us

the opportunity to believe.

Good or Evil?

One of the most important questions we ask about
people is: Are people inherently good or are they inher-
ently evil?

Those who claim that people are inherently good
point to Genesis 1:27: “So God created mankind in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male and fe-
male he created them.” The argument is that people who
are made in God's image are inherently good because God
Himself is good.

Then there are those who claim we are all inherently
evil. Romans 3:12 says, “All have turned away, they have
together become worthless; there i1s no one who does
good, not even one.” Those who believe that people are
inherently evil point to our sinful nature that seems to be
part of us when we are very young. They argue that we
may have been born good, but that goodness disappeared
the moment we sinned.

The question of good and evil must be understood in
the sense that the terms reflect our relationship with God.
It is God who determines who is good and who is evil, and
God has declared that sin is evil. The fact that God loves
us while we are still sinners (cf. Romans 5:8) tells us He
can see the good in every person, even though our sinful
nature makes us evil in His eyes.
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The point is that the debate about good and evil ulti-
mately has to let God decide who is good and who is evil.
Our nature may have been created in His image, but our
sinful nature was inherited from Adam (cf. Romans 5:12).
God, who is infinitely good, has taken the necessary steps
through Jesus Christ to impart to us His goodness and His
righteousness.

In the end, the question is not whether we are inher-
ently good or bad, but in whom we place our faith.

The reason for this is all people—Jew and Gentile—“have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (3:23). As Paul had writ-
ten earlier in the chapter, “There is no one righteous, not even
one; there is no one who understands, there is no one who seeks
God. All have turned away” (3:10-12a). Even those who main-
tained they had diligently sought God through obedience to the
Law or to a moral code had fallen short. God’s standards are so
high that it is impossible for anyone, no matter how good they
seem to be, to earn God’s righteousness apart from believing in
Jesus.

Paul wrote that the benefit of the law is it makes us conscious
of sin (3:20). We need to be aware of our sinfulness to realize that
we need to find salvation apart from works. We need to know
we are sinners in order to know we need to be saved. It is in our
sinful state we are open to God’s offer of salvation through Je-
sus Christ. When we believe, we are saved, justified, and declared
righteous.
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Paul introduced the idea of justice in verses 24-26 to go along
with the righteousness that comes to us through Christ, or, more
precisely, the righteousness God credits to us through Christ. Be-
cause God is just, He could not and would not let sin go unpun-
ished. There were two ways to mete out judgment against sin.
One is to condemn the sinner for his or her sins. The other was to
offer a substitute, someone who would pay the price for our sins.
This person is Jesus. Because Jesus went to Calvary, you and I,
if we believe in Him, are “justified freely by His grace” through
Christ. Paul wrote to the Galatians that “Christ redeemed us from
the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written,
‘Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole” (Galatians 3:13). By
taking our sins upon Himself as He hung from the cross, Jesus
paid the price for our sins, redeeming us and making us justified
in Him.

God is the Great Justifier through Christ, making us justified
from our sins and declared righteous in His eyes if we place our
faith in Christ.

Justified by Faith (3:27-31)

One of the core tenets of Paul’s understanding of the gospel is
that it is given by God’s grace to all who believe, and obeying the
Law given to Moses does not earn God’s grace. The entire letter
to the Galatians is a strong rebuttal of those who insist that being
a Christian means we must also follow the law. In Ephesians, the
apostle wrote, “But because of his great love for us, God, who is

rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead

41



And Then We Came to Romans: A Study of Paul's “Weighty and Strong” Letter

in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved ... For it is
by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one
can boast” (Ephesians 2:4-5, 8-9). It should come as no surprise,
then, that Paul placed the gift of salvation in Christ as the very
essence of the gospel of which he was not ashamed.

Paul, who described himself as a Pharisee, was keenly aware
of the law and its significance to the Jewish community. He grew
up believing that obedience to the law and the additional laws
developed over the decades to protect it were the most important
means of earning God’s blessings. This idea of the law as God’s
inspired gift to the nation of Israel led him, as a Pharisee, to look
down on those of different Jewish beliefs and on the Gentiles. His
practice of entering synagogues in each new community where
he began to evangelize confirms his commitment to offer the gos-
pel to Jews first, though he readily acknowledged that God had
made him an apostle to the Gentiles. That’s why these verses look
at salvation versus the law. Paul used to boast that, in keeping the
law, he was faultless (cf. Philippians 3:6), but he now realized that
the only way to come into fellowship with God is through faith
in Jesus Christ, because that was God’s plan from the beginning.

Because he was an apostle to the Gentiles, Paul also under-
stood the natural distrust between the Jews and the Gentiles.
He spent verses 29-31 showing that God is the God of all peo-
ple, Jew and Gentile, and that salvation is offered to all, whether
they tried to follow the law or not. The one God, the Giver of life
in Christ, justifies everyone who believes, regardless of whether
they are part of the Jewish community. All are saved by grace
through faith in Jesus Christ.
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What about the law? Because Paul had been stressing that sal-
vation is by faith alone and has nothing to do with the law, he
rightly anticipated the question of whether the law is relevant
anymore. He wrote to discredit the Judaizers who would enter
new churches and try to convince the new believers that true
Christianity involved not only believing in Christ but also follow-
ing the laws of Moses. It was this idea that led Paul to write his
letter to the Galatians, refuting this false gospel that threatened
the early church. Paul’s response to the Romans and the Galatians
is that salvation by grace upholds the law, since the law points us
to God and reveals our inability to earn His blessing apart from
faith in Christ.

We need the law to define sin and to show us how we can never
earn God’s blessing on our own. For those who never grew up in
a religious setting, there is still the natural law that Paul referred
to in 1:20. The coming of Christ and His crucifixion removes the
penalty of sin and sets us free, justified before the Holy and Righ-
teous God.

The Law and Forgiveness

When God gave the Law to Moses, He stressed that
the people were to obey all of the commandments and
that failure to do so would result in being cursed: “Cursed
is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by
carrying them out” (Deuteronomy 27:26).

In the laws God gave, there were instructions on what
to eat and not eat, instructions on marriage and sexual
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relationships, instructions on planting crops and weav-
ing, and on almost any other subject of which one might
conceive. These laws, given to the nation of Israel as God
was leading them from slavery to the Promised Land, ad-
dressed any and all areas of life, and the people were ex-
pected to obey them all.

Yet, in giving the Law and expecting the people to
obey it all, God also knew they would fall short. That's why
God offered the people the Day of Atonement (cf. Leviticus
23:26-33). This day was set aside for the nation of Israel
and the people to confess their sins to God and receive
atonement as a result.

Even in giving the Law, God knew the impossibility of
doing it all and so offered a means of finding forgiveness.
The people came before God on that day and asked for-
giveness, believing that God would indeed forgive them. It
was a foretaste of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ.

Implications and Actions

Having spent the better part of three chapters showing that we
cannot earn God’s blessing on our own, Paul showed us that the
purpose of the gospel is to enable us to find fellowship with God
through Christ Jesus. We are offered the grace of salvation, and
our response is simply to believe. Salvation is more than believ-
ing in Jesus; it is also life-changing. We come to Jesus not only to
escape God’s wrath but also because we believe that Jesus’ way is

the only way and that His teachings and His life on earth are our
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model for living in our world. Salvation by faith is not merely fire
insurance; it is a new way of living, as Paul showed in the remain-

der of his letter to the Romans and to us.

Questions

1. Ifyou are a person saved by grace, how did you come to
realize you needed salvation? If we can remember our

salvation story, then we can share it with others.

2. People in our world believe they can earn God’s favor by
living a good life or following a set of rules and guidelines.

How would you explain Paul’s lesson in your own words?

3. Do you agree completely with Paul’s assertion that salva-

tion only comes by believing in Jesus Christ?
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4. Since God has always intended to bring salvation by faith
in Jesus Christ, why do you suppose He also gave the Law
to Moses?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Romans 5:1-8 Romans 4:1-5:21

lesson d

What Wondrous
Love Is This

MAIN IDEA
The love of God, made manifest in Christ’s death, is to ani-
mate the Christian life.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How am I motivated by Christ’s love?

STUDY AIM
To consider in what believers in Christ Jesus should boast

QUICK READ
Having underscored the necessity of faith in Romans 4 as ex-
emplified by Abraham, Paul proceeded in Romans 5 to con-
trast Adam and Christ, emphasizing the grace and peace that
result from life in Christ.
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Introduction

What is it that you love to talk about? Some people love talking
about their favorite sports team. Others get excited about their
favorite musician or band. There are movies we can talk about for
hours, or maybe it’s a book that captured our imagination. Try to
stop a grandparent from talking about the grandchildren.

There are always things that grab our attention and affect our
lives. When this happens, we want to share it with others, and it
doesn’t take much to get us started.

What about our relationship with Jesus? When we’re around
other people, do we enjoy talking about Him, or are we more sub-
dued about the relationship? What God has done for us through
Jesus is the most important thing that has happened in our lives,
and it should be one of the things we most enjoy talking about.
It should drive the way we live and how we interact with other

people and our world.

Romans 5:1-8

! Therefore, since we have been justified through
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into
this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of
the glory of God. * Not only so, but we also glory in our suf-
ferings, because we know that suffering produces persever-
ance; * perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And
hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has
been given to us.
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6 You seg, at just the right time, when we were still power-
less, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die
for a righteous person, though for a good person someone
might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for
us.

Peace With God (5:1-2)

Most people try to avoid conflict. Conflict can be stressful. It can
lead to broken relationships. Rather than seeking out conflict,
most of us seek peace. When God redeemed us in Jesus Christ,
He ended the conflict between Him and us and brought us into
His peace.

The foundation of the gospel is God’s love. In John 3:16, we
are told that God sent Jesus into our world because He loves us
so much. When asked about the greatest command, Jesus said
we are to love God completely and our neighbor as ourselves (cf.
Matthew 22:34-40), and on the night Jesus was betrayed, He
gave a new command: to love one another just as He loved us (cf.
John 13:34-35). It is out of God’s great love for us that He brings
us justification and peace through Jesus.

Before experiencing salvation, we were in conflict with God.
Paul explained that we were enemies of God (see Romans 5:10),
but God initiated reconciliation, resulting in us not only having
peace with Him but also becoming His family (see John 1:12).
These two brief verses reveal that we are (1) justified; (2) at peace
with God; (3) granted access to Him; and (4) filled with hope. Our

justification means God considers us righteous because of Christ,
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who paid the penalty for our sins. Our peace with God marks
the end of our rebellion against Him. Our access is through Je-
sus Christ, and our hope is rooted in the promises made “yes” in
Christ (see 2 Corinthians 1:20).

Adam, Abraham, and Jesus

In Romans 4 and 5:12-21, Paul discussed three men
and their influence on our lives. Romans 4 highlights
Abraham as a man of faith, with God counting his faith
as righteousness. In Romans 5, Paul compared and con-
trasted Adam and Jesus. Starting with their chronological
order, let's first examine Adam. Adam was the first man, a
man who initially knew no sin and was placed in a garden
built expressly for him. God gave him a wife, Eve, to be
a helpmate and partner in the garden. He had daily fel-
lowship with God and had everything he needed. Until a
serpent wandered over to Adam and Eve and talked them
into disobeying God. By partaking of the forbidden fruit,
Adam and Eve sinned. When they sinned, sin entered into
our world, and through Adam and Eve, you and [ are born
with the potential to sin. We are prone to sin, and it's all
because Adam, the first man, became the first sinner and
introduced sin into God's perfect world.

Paul used Abraham in Romans and Galatians as an ex-
ample of a life of faith in God. There's a reason for it. The
verse, “Abraham believed the Lorp, and He credited it to
him as righteousness” (Genesis 15:6) comes about midway
through Abraham'’s story. The verse specifically relates to
God's promise that Abraham and Sarah would have an
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heir, a son. Both Abraham and Sarah were past childbear-
ing years, but Abraham believed God hundreds of years
before God gave the Law to Moses. The verse precedes the
rite of circumcision, which is instituted in Genesis 17. The
things the Pharisees considered most important, the Law
and circumcision, did not exist when Abraham'’s faith was
credited as righteousness.

Jesus fulfilled God's plan from before creation, sacri-
ficing His glory to enter our world. He lived in obedience to
the Father and demonstrated how to live rightly. Through
His teachings, Jesus imparted vital lessons on community
and fellowship with the Father. Jesus also paid the ulti-
mate price for our sins by willingly going to Calvary, laying
down His life for us. The greatest act of love was His sac-
rifice on the Cross. Because Jesus chose to die at Calvary,
our sins are forgiven, and we are brought into fellowship
with the Father and the Son. Adam introduced sin into our
world. Abraham showed us how to stay in fellowship with
God even in a sinful world, and Jesus sets us free from the
cost of sin.

The peace that comes from God is a peace that passes under-
standing (Philippians 4:7). It is a peace given to us by God. It is
also a peace we access when we go to God in all circumstances
with prayer and thanksgiving (cf. Philippians 4:6). This peace
guards our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Our peace allows
us to handle all circumstances in Christ, trusting Him to guide us
through times of difficulty and uncertainty.
Our access to God is through Jesus Christ. As the writer of He-

brews explained, since Jesus is our High Priest, we can approach
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God’s throne with confidence (see Hebrews 4:14-16; 6:19-20).
He also states that through Jesus’ blood and body, which have
opened the curtain that once separated us from God, we are now
able to enter His presence (see Hebrews 10:19-22). Our relation-
ship with God is like that of a child to a parent. This promise of
access gives us hope in Christ, trusting in God’s promise of eter-
nal life through Him. It should come as no surprise that our re-

lationship with God through Christ is a source of joy and hope.

Rejoicing in Suffering (5:3-5)

“No pain, no gain.” We've often heard it said. Originally, it was
related to sports and exercise in general, but it has since been
extended to encompass all aspects of life. There is certainly some
truth to the statement, and Paul had the same idea when he wrote
these three verses.

Years ago, a local celebrity came to know Christ. He was in-
terviewed in the newspaper about his conversion, and one of the
things he said that has stayed with me for over 60 years is, “Now
that I've found Christ, all the traffic lights are green.” I thought it
odd then, and I still do. Nowhere in the Bible does God promise
us an easy life. Look at the men who followed Jesus, the disciples.
Of the 12 original apostles, only one, John, died of natural caus-
es. Judas committed suicide when he realized what he had done,
and the rest were martyred for their faith in Christ. Paul himself
was beheaded for his faith. It’s possible all the lights could turn
green, but it’s not likely. Paul understood that.

The interesting thing Paul noted is that we rejoice in suffer-

ings. I am not sure how many of us, when we begin to suffer, rub
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our hands together in delight and say something to the effect of,
“Oh boy! Suffering!” I doubt Paul looked forward to suffering, ei-
ther, but he did learn to rejoice in suffering. Look at his example
in the Philippian jail (cf. Acts 16:16-40). Paul, a Roman citizen,
and Silas had been flogged (it was illegal to flog a Roman citizen)
and thrown into the inner cell and fastened by their feet with
stocks. The result? Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns
to God (cf. 16:25).

Though no one likes to suffer trials and tribulations, if we
keep our focus on God, we can come to see the reasons to rejoice.
According to the Bible, suffering produces perseverance. In suf-
fering, as we keep our eyes on God, we learn to work through it.
It may be challenging, but we can do it. As we persevere, we build
our character. The heroes in our lives are the ones who endured
and came out on the other side with a stronger personality and
character. We know these people, rather than being broken, grew
as human beings and became better people. Character results in
hope, and hope is what the gospel is all about.

When we accept Christ as Savior, we do so because we believe
God’s promises. The promise of redemption, of justification, of
eternal life. We experience eternal life in our fellowship with the
Father and the Son (cf. John 17:3), and we believe we will one day
see Jesus face to face. Our hope rests in knowing God can deliv-
er us into His care, and if He can do that, He can also deliver us
through life’s trials and tribulations.

Suffering is neither pleasant nor easy. When you realize you
are entering a time of suffering, why not turn to God and tell Him
about your problem? Place yourself in His hands. He will see you

through to the other side. It may not be the outcome you hoped
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for or expected, but it will be the outcome God has prepared you

for in the suffering. Trust God.

God's Timing (5:6—8)

Comedians emphasize that timing is crucial. Delivering the
punchline precisely, predicting audience reactions, and stretch-
ing the laughs to maximize impact—all these elements rely on
perfect timing. Timing is important in other parts of life. We do
not want to be late for a job interview or for our wedding. We
want to be on time for work, for meals, and for important events.
Timing is everything.

God had orchestrated the arrival of Jesus long before creation,
yet it seemed the Messiah would never arrive. He arrived at the
perfect moment. Paul noted that Jesus came precisely when the
time was right, dying for the ungodly. The timing was favorable
partly because Jesus entered a world characterized by a common
language (Koine Greek), a period of universal peace (Pax Roma-
na), and safe travel and communication. In these three verses, we
are told that God’s plan for salvation was proactive rather than
reactive. Jesus came into our world and went to Calvary at a time
when we were incapable of acting on our own.

Paul described us as powerless, ungodly, sinners. In verse
10, he said we were God’s enemies. None of this stopped God
from bringing salvation to all who believe. The terms Paul used
to describe us make it clear that we cannot come to God on our
terms. It is as though we were lying on our sick beds, weak and
frail, when Jesus came to our rescue. Giving up the glory that

was rightfully His, Jesus became a person and walked our world,
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teaching and expressing God’s love to all He encountered, and
eventually willingly went to Calvary. The crucified Christ became
the resurrected Christ, and all the while, we are unable to see the

full ramifications of what He has done and does today.

Transformation in Christ

Looking at Paul's words in Romans 5:6-10, here's how
Christ transforms us:

» He takes the powerless and makes them powerful
through the Holy Spirit (cf. 2 Timothy 1:7).

e He takes the ungodly and makes them holy (cf. 1 Peter
1:13-16)

o He takes the sinner and frees them from the wages of
sin (cf. Romans 6:23)

e He changes the enemies of God into the children of
God (cf. John 1:12-13).

In verse 7, Paul wrote about dying for someone. He said rarely
will a person die for a righteous man, but one is more likely to die
for a good man. Soldiers are willing to die for their comrades, and
when a soldier dies in combat, the idea is that he or she is dying
for us and our country. While their deaths are real, the ideas are
abstract. As Paul clearly explained, Jesus did not die for the righ-
teous or for good people; He died for the powerless, the ungodly,
and sinners.

John approached this idea slightly differently in 1 John 4. He
wrote, “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent His
one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.
This is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent
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his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins” (1 John 4:9-10). John
then went on to explain that our response to God’s love is to love
Him also and to demonstrate our love for God in the way we love
one another. “Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother
or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love his brother and sis-
ter, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not
seen” (1 John 4:20).

Both Paul and John make it clear: Our salvation was the result
of God’s love and perfect timing, and the opportunity for salva-
tion came while we were woefully unworthy of receiving it, yet

God gave us the means of salvation anyway.

Implication and Actions

God’s act of salvation through Christ Jesus is an act of love and
compassion and grace that has been extended to all who believe.
Such a gift of love must have an impact on each of us who has re-
ceived it. Receiving such a precious gift means we must not take
it for granted. It is a gift that impacts our lives for all eternity,
beginning the moment we said we believed. Salvation through
Christ is more than a “fire insurance” policy. It is a way of living
and a way of relating to our world, ourselves, and our God. God’s
precious gift must transform us in ways only the Holy Spirit can.
As Paul stated, “For it is God who works in you to will and to act

in order to fulfill his good purpose” (Philippians 2:13).
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Questions

1. What does “peace with God” mean to you personally?

Have you ever considered that you are at peace with Him?

2. When someone in your world is suffering, how do you try
to help them? What are some of the things you can do in

times of suffering?

3. When you're suffering, do you rejoice in the opportuni-
ty to grow? Do you consider suffering an opportunity to

grow, as Paul indicates?

4. Both Paul and John wrote that the giving of Jesus was
an act of God’s love. How can we show our love to God in

response to His love for us?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Romans 6:1-14 Romans 6:1-7:25

lesson é

Buried With
Christ Through
Baptism

MAIN IDEA
Those who are baptized into Christ are to be servants of
Christ, committed to living upright lives.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What does baptism really mean?

STUDY AIM
To examine Paul’s instruction on baptism in order to under-
stand more fully its wholesale implications for Christian iden-
tity and living

QUICK READ
Christians are to bear witness to their baptism by leading holy
lives. Being baptized into Christ’s death empowers one to live
faithfully in the present while looking forward to eternal life
through the resurrected Jesus.
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Introduction

Certain organizations have rituals and observances that are im-
portant to them. Colleges have their traditions, and service clubs
have their own ways of doing things. To an outsider, these ritu-
als, traditions, or observances may seem strange and unneces-
sary, but to members or students, they are a rich heritage of their
organization.

In Baptist churches, we have two ordinances—baptism and
the Lord’s Supper. Baptists believe that a person has to come to
Christ on their own, making their own personal commitment
to Him. When a person makes the decision to accept Christ as
Savior and Lord, they are baptized shortly after their conversion.
Their conversion and baptism make them members of a Baptist
church.

The Lord’s Supper is observed on a regular basis, usually
monthly or quarterly. In it, the members of the church take the
bread and the juice, which represent Christ’s body and blood, and
this observance is taken from Jesus’ commandment to His disci-
ples to observe it in remembrance of Christ until He returns.

Both baptism and the Lord’s Supper are considered symbolic
acts that speak to the believer’s relationship in Christ. We view
the elements of the Lord’s Supper as representing the body and
blood of Christ, but we do not believe there is any saving signifi-
cance in them nor in the waters of baptism.

In today’s lesson, Paul wrote about the significance of baptism

in the believer’s life.
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Romans 6:1-14

! What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that
grace may increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have
died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you
know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? * We were therefore buried with him
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too
may live a new life.

5> For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like
his. ¢ For we know that our old self was crucified with him so
that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has
died has been set free from sin.

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also
live with him. ° For we know that since Christ was raised from
the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery
over him. ¥ The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but
the life he lives, he lives to God.

11 Tn the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to
God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your
mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. ** Do not of-
fer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wicked-
ness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have
been brought from death to life; and offer every part of your-
self to him as an instrument of righteousness. * For sin shall
no longer be your master, because you are not under the
law, but under grace.
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Dying to Sin (6:1-4)

When we were young, Mom would tell us we had to clean our
plates if we wanted dessert. We would proceed to clean our plate
(sometimes with the support of the family dog) so we could earn
the reward. What would we need to do to earn a second helping
of dessert?

Paul raised this issue in verse 1. He suggested that an argu-
ment some people would make is that, since grace overcomes sin,
and since grace is such a wonderful gift from God, wouldn’t it
only make sense to continue to sin in order to receive more of
God’s grace? The apostle’s response was, “By no means!”

Paul wrote that isn’t the idea behind it, for one simple reason:
When we accept Christ, we die to sin. Since we are dead to sin, it
has no bearing on our lives anymore. Paul used the example of
baptism to demonstrate what he meant.

The apostle wrote that being baptized means we become iden-
tified with Jesus Christ. Just as Jesus died on the cross and rose
again, our baptism represents that we, too, died to sin and rose
again to live a new life in Christ.

The apostle understood that baptism is a symbolic act, and
the symbolism is of a burial. Baptists practice immersion baptism
to demonstrate that a person is buried in the waters of baptism
and raised to walk in newness of life. Paul wrote, “I have been cru-
cified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The
life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). Paul was

very much alive when he wrote to the Galatians and the Romans,

61



And Then We Came to Romans: A Study of Paul's “Weighty and Strong” Letter

so clearly his words speak of symbolism, but that symbolism is a
very significant part of our living.

Notice that Paul wrote we “may” live a new life (6:4). Being
baptized doesn’t automatically make us live a Christ-centered
life. While salvation is a free gift from God and not because of
any works we have done (cf. Ephesians 2:8-10), how we relate to
God is a choice we make. In writing to the Philippians, Paul wrote
that his relationship with Christ was a conscious choice he made
every day (cf. Philippians 2:7-13). Throughout these verses, Paul
wrote that he “considered.” Paul addressed this in more detail in
Romans 6:11-14.

If you accepted Christ as your Savior, you were baptized with
Him into His death. Water baptism by immersion in a church is a
picture of your foregoing your old ways (being buried together in

Christ) and committing to live a new life.

No Longer Slaves to Sin (6:5-7)

The early church lived in a society where slaves were common.
The Bible doesn’t have to explain what being a slave meant, be-
cause everyone knew. They knew the relationship between the
slave and the master, and who held the power in it. If a master
told a slave to do something, the order was not open to discus-
sion. Perhaps some clarification was discussed, but not whether
the task would be done. The slave always obeyed or suffered the
consequences.

Being crucified with Christ also means that we will live with
Him through His resurrection. We experience a part of that res-

urrection because we are given eternal life the moment we accept

62



Lesson 5: Buried With Christ Through Baptism

Christ. According to Jesus, “Now this is eternal life: that they
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent” (John 17:3). By the power of the Holy Spirit who en-
tered into us the moment we believed, we have fellowship with
the Father and the Son.

But Paul wasn’t ready to focus on what it means to be res-
urrected with Christ; instead, he returned to the idea of being
buried with Christ and being crucified with Christ. The reason
we are crucified with Christ is so we are no longer slaves to sin.
A slave can only be a slave for as long as they live. Death sets the
slave free.

Paul also used an analogy of dying to the law in Romans 7:1-
3. In these verses, he said a woman was married to a man for as
long as he lived, but once the husband dies (assuming he prede-
ceases her), she is “released from the law” of marriage (Romans
7:2b). After her husband dies, she is free to marry another man.
To marry another man while her husband is still alive is to invite
others to refer to her as an adulteress. Paul’s conclusion is, “But
if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an
adulteress if she marries another man” (Romans 7:3b).

Being crucified with Christ sets us free from the slavery of
sin. In our sinful state, we succumbed to Satan’s temptations.
We indulged our sinful nature, doing the things that are wicked
(cf. Romans 6:13). Being set free from the slavery of sin means
that we can live a life in submission to the Holy Spirit, a Spirit
that is not one of “timidity, but gives us power, love and self-dis-
cipline” (cf. 2 Timothy 1:7). Paul wrote the Galatians that the
fruit of the Spirit includes self-control (cf. Galatians 5:22-23)

and to the Thessalonians he wrote to be alert and self-controlled
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(cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:6, “awake and sober”). Living a life of Spir-
it-led self-control enables us to surrender our sinful desires to
Christ and to live as He calls us to live.

So Why Do We Still Sin?

Reading Romans 6:1-14, we might get the idea that
we should be incapable of sinning. Yet, the reality is we still
sin more than we want to. Why is that?

In Romans 7:14-25, Paul wrote of the struggle that is
taking place in every believer. To understand his point, we
need to look at what makes up every human being.

When God created us, He gave us a spirit, a soul, and
a body. The soul makes up the personality of each person.
With the soul, we are able to communicate with God, and
we communicate with everyone else through the body.
When we sin, we are separated from God, but salvation
brings new life through the Holy Spirit. When a person ac-
cepts Christ, they are made alive in Him and restored to
fellowship with the Father.”

The body is how we sinned before coming to know
Christ. In this pre-Christian body, Satan created habits and
inclinations for sin. This became our sinful nature. When
we accept Christ, our spirit is revived, but our sinful nature
remains in the body. Paul wrote, “As it is, it is no longer I
myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. For [ know that
good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful na-
ture. For [ have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot
carry it out” (Romans 7:17-18).
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Satan is prohibited by God from anything more than
tempting us, and the only way Satan can tempt us is
through the sinful nature. The battle that rages within us
is Satan using the sinful nature to tempt us into sin. This
struggle will go on within us for as long as we inhabit this
mortal body.

Paul's conclusion is this: “So [ find this law at work.
When [ want to do good, evil is right there with me. For
in my inner being [ delight in God's law; but I see another
law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind
and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work with-
in me. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me
from this body of death? Thanks be to God, who delivers
me through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then, I myself in my
mind am a slave to God’s law, but in the sinful nature a
slave to the law of sin” (Romans 7:21-25).

Paul's point is that we will always struggle with sin,
but we have the power of the Holy Spirit to help us in this
battle, and the Spirit will give us the ability to use the law
of God in our minds to consciously choose to follow and
resist Satan. We may fail at times, usually more often than
we want, but God's grace will see us through.

“Anyone who has died has been set free from sin.” This state-
ment is God’s promise to us that we are no longer condemned to

a life of sin. In Christ, we have the freedom to choose.
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Living With Jesus (6:8-10)

One of the tenets of Christian belief is there is life after death.
As Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “For if the dead are not raised,
then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those
also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life
we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied” (1
Corinthians 15:16-19).

Paul had already written that our baptism represents we have
been crucified with Christ and buried with Him. Therefore, we are
dead to sin. If we are dead to sin, and if there is life after death,
then what are we to live for?

The answer is we now live in Christ. Just as we were crucified
with Him, so now we live with Him. Because Jesus was resurrect-
ed and because He lives today, death is irrelevant to Him. It has
no bearing on His life, seated at the right hand of the Father (cf.
Colossians 3:1).

Paul’s point in these three verses is that death is no longer a
part of Jesus’ life. The One who knew no sin (cf. 2 Corinthians
5:21) became sin for us, but that sin no longer has any bearing on
Jesus’ life. The price paid for our sins by Jesus at Calvary has been
paid once and for all time and all people. Now Jesus, free from
death and sin, lives His life for the Father, for God.

Because Jesus, our Lord and Savior is our example, He is the
one we want to copy. He showed us how to live in relationship
with God and with other people as He lived while He ministered
on earth. He showed us how to submit to the Father, to trust the
Father, and to know that the Father’s will, though sometimes dif-
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ficult, is always best to follow. Since Jesus lives for the Father, we,
too, must commit ourselves to live for Him and for God.

Dying to sin frees us to live for Christ.

Our Responsibility (6:11-14)

We’ve already considered that being saved in Christ is a free gift
given to us apart from and despite any works we may have sought
to do. Even though salvation is a gift, living for Christ is a con-
scious decision each of us must make each day. That’s Paul’s em-
phasis in these verses.

We are to consciously decide we are dead to sin. This is easier
said than done, but it is doable by the work of the Holy Spirit.
Just because you and I are saved in Christ does not mean that
Satan will leave us alone. If anything, once we are dead to sin
and alive in Christ, Satan seems to double down in his attempts
to lure us into sin. Satan is a liar whose first language is lies (cf.
John 8:44). He is good at what he does because he has done it
for a long time. Since Satan is always a present danger, we must
make a conscious decision to remind ourselves that, in Christ, we
are dead to sin and are no longer under obligation to obey sin. We
are no longer slaves to sin, but slaves to righteousness (Romans
6:18).

Since we are dead to sin, and since we make the conscious de-
cision to acknowledge we are dead to sin, we also must make the
conscious decision that sin will not reign in our mortal bodies.
We will use our self-control, given to us by the Holy Spirit who
will help us to practice this self-control, to decide in our minds

that we are no longer slaves to sin but servants of Christ, and
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determine that Christ would not want us to use our bodies for a
life of sin.

The way we make the decision not to sin is that we also make
the decision to surrender ourselves to God, remembering Paul’s
words in Galatians 2:20a: “T have been crucified with Christ and
I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” By offering ourselves to
God, we are not offering ourselves to sin and wickedness. The

promise of God is that we can overcome Satan by turning to God.

Helps to Overcome Sin

While the baptism we experienced in the baptismal at
church was a symbolic testimony of our dying to sin and
living in Christ, the baptism of our soul carries with it the
words of Romans 6:1-14. Knowing that we are now dead
to sin and alive in Christ, here are some suggestions to
help us overcome sin in our lives:

e Every morning, begin the day in time with God through
prayer and Bible study/reading. Meeting with Christ at
the beginning of each day prepares us for what the
day will bring.

e Determine to set your hearts and minds on Christ,
who is seated at the right hand of the Father (cf. Co-
lossians 3:1-17). Commit to putting aside the sinful
nature, yielding our members to God.

e Throughout the day, be mindful of the Holy Spirit's
presence in your life. Offer short prayers throughout
the day.

* When you sin, ask God for forgiveness and rest in the
knowledge that you are still God's child and that noth-
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ing can take your salvation away from you (cf. John
10:27-30).

e Trust in God's inspired words to Paul, as he wrote in
Romans 6:1-14.

One of the ways to realize that we have victory over sin is to
consider Paul’s words to the Corinthians. In 1 Corinthians 10:13,
Paul wrote, “No temptation has overtaken you except what is
common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted,
he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.” In these
words, we are told first that whatever temptation we may be un-
der, there is nothing unique or unusual about it. It's common for
people. Second, God is faithful. This faithfulness means that He
limits Satan to only tempt us in ways that we can bear. Every time
we are tempted, we can know that God is limiting that tempta-
tion and that we can overcome it with the help of the Holy Spirit.
Third, God always offers us an escape from the temptation.

Remember this: temptation is not sin. Sin comes about when
we yield to temptation (cf. James 1:14-15). The Holy Spirit that
lives in us can open our eyes to realize we are being tempted. Us-
ing the self-control of the Spirit and our conscious minds, we can
give ourselves to God. It’s not easy, but it is doable, and over time,
as we resist the devil, we will become stronger in our faith. As
Paul wrote, “Continue to work out your salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in or-
der to fulfill his good purpose” (Philippians 2:12b-13). The “work

out” is similar to the workout we do in gyms to keep our bodies
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fit. Paul wrote that we are to exercise our faith as God continues

to work in us to become more like Him.

Implications and Actions

There is a lot to consider in these fourteen verses. Most of us
may never have considered the full implications of these words.
In them, we can find the way to live a life for Christ.

To be dead with Christ means that we’re also alive in Him. We
are able to make decisions with the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
committing our bodies and minds to Christ. We can overcome
temptation by realizing we are dead to sin. We are no longer
slaves of sin, but slaves of righteousness.

God uses these verses to show us a new way of looking at
ourselves and to help us realize that baptism is much more than
getting dunked in a tub at church. It’s more than a testimony to
those who watched our baptism. Baptism is a reminder to you
and me that we are dead to sin and alive in Christ. We are free to

choose to follow Him and live like Him, living for God.

Questions

1. Ifyou are a believer in Jesus, you have probably been
baptized. Prior to today’s lesson, had you really thought

about your baptism and what it means?
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What does “living for God” mean to you?

Have you ever considered that living the Christian life is a

conscious decision each day?

Knowing you are dead to sin, how will that affect your life
going forward?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Romans 8:31-39 Romans 8:1-39

lesson é

Who Can
Separate Us
From the Love

of Christ?

MAIN IDEA
Believers in Christ are held by the love of Christ

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Who or what can separate me from God’s love?

STUDY AIM
To consider the seven questions Paul posed in Romans 8:31-
35 and to delight in the answer he offered in Romans 8:37-39

QUICK READ
It is often suggested—and with good reason—that Romans 8
marks the apex of Paul’s thinking and writing. This lesson fo-
cuses upon the towering text that is Romans 8:31-39, where

God’s love is highlighted and celebrated.
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Introduction

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” It’s a question with a clear
answer: nothing and nobody! Romans 8 is a rousing declaration about
the security of those who stand with Christ. If Paul were a football
coach, Romans 8 would be his locker-room speech before the big game.
His message is that there are no forces, physical or spiritual, internal
or external, big or small, that can separate us from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. We have been delivered from death and
secured in life. It’s a speech that should get us ready to play the game

with everything we have and leave it all on the field.

Romans 8:31-39

1 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If
God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare
his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also,
along with him, graciously give us all things? ** Who will bring
any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God
who justifies. ** Who then is the one who condemns? No one.
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to
life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for
us. 3 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness
or danger or sword? * As it is written: “For your sake we face
death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaugh-
tered.”

7 No, in all these things we are more than conquer-
ors through him who loved us. 3 For I am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
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present nor the future, nor any powers, * neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Lesson Comments

Like a peaceful day on the lake interrupted by a sudden storm
cloud, life can change in an instant. Uncertainty is part of life!
A diagnosis changes your future. A relationship fractures. A job
disappears. A child struggles. A consequential mistake. In those
moments, our minds swirl—Will I be all right? How will I get
through this? Am I secure? We spend a large part of our lives seek-
ing security. Well-paying jobs and fulfilling relationships make us
feel safe and anchored, but those things can change in an instant.
In seasons of uncertainty, we're reminded how fragile our sense
of security really is. Romans 8:31-39 strikes at the heart of that
human insecurity, the deep fear that we might never really be
secure, or that we might lose our salvation along the way.

Paul reassured us with a sweeping and bold proclamation: Be-
lievers in Christ are held fast by the love of Christ! There is noth-
ing in all creation that will separate us from that love.

There are seven questions in Romans 8:31-35. Each question
invites the reader to pause and consider—who, indeed, can stand
against us? My persecutors? No! The unbelieving? No! Satan? No!
The movement crescendos to a resounding truth: “We are more
than conquerors through him who loved us!” (8:37). The love of
God is a power unmatched. Those bound to Christ through faith,
who are filled with His Spirit, will not be pulled away.
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The Work of God (8:31-34)

Paul spent Romans 5-8 building a case for why followers of Christ
should have full confidence in their salvation. Here at the end
of Romans 8, he pulled all those threads together for a celebra-
tory exclamation. If you are a fan of courtroom drama, you might
think of this section like a masterful lawyer who presented the
jury with a convincing argument of sound evidence and logic. It’s
time for closing statements, and Paul used all of his passion to
give the argument a satisfying finale.

He began to bring his case to a close with this question,
“What, then, shall we say in response to these things?” (8:31).
“These things” point backward to all he had said about justifica-
tion and righteousness, the fulfillment of the law, the work of
the Spirit, as well as sin and suffering. We can sum it all up pretty

easily—God is for us!

Who Can Be Against Us?

Early Christians knew, as do we, that there were plenty
of forces of opposition against them. The question, “Who
can be against us?” would have brought a long list of can-
didates to mind, especially for Paul. He wasn't writing from
a comfortable armchair. He was in the midst of a danger-
ous missionary voyage and preparing for more to come. In
the first century, there were many forces that sought the
destruction of Christianity and its followers. The Jewish
establishment and the Roman Empire certainly didn't like
the spread of this subversive new religion, not to mention
the spiritual forces working against the Christian move-
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ment. Paul knew all this full well, but still he maintained
a simple truth—no force on earth or elsewhere can stand
against the love of God. The most powerful institutions on
the planet were of no consequence if God was for them. It
was true then, and it is true now.

Paul wanted his readers to fully consider the work God had
done for them. On the cross, God gave up His Son for the good
of those He loves (8:32). He spared no expense. Because He gave
up so valuable a treasure on our behalf, it stands to reason that
everything else He promised will follow. “All things” we need for
salvation and glorification will come from this good work God did
for us on the cross.

As Paul asked, “Who will bring any charge . . . Who then is the
one who condemns?” (8:33-34), his questions once again evoke
many potential prospects. There are plenty who will bring charges
and condemnations against God’s people. Satan, “the Accuser,”
will certainly do so, as well as countless human forces. They will
point at our sins and call us guilty, but no one can successfully
condemn us because Jesus died for those sins and was raised to
life. He sits as our intercessor before God. “There is now no con-

demnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (8:1).

The Love of God (8:35-37)

God’s great love for us was revealed in His great work for us. And
what, then, shall separate us from that love? Nothing! Paul of-

fered a laundry list of possibilities—trouble, hardship, persecu-
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tion, famine, nakedness, danger, or sword (8:35). Any of those
things might bring harm to our mortal lives, but none of them
can separate us from the love of Christ!

Consider, for a moment, the lengths humanity has gone to in
order to eradicate those harmful facets of life. In our societies, we
have reduced the role of weapons (“sword”) and increased secu-
rity (“danger”). We surround ourselves with consumer comforts
and modern medicine to minimize distress (“trouble, hardship,
persecution”). We're producing more food than ever before, but
still, countless people go hungry (“famine”) and live in poverty
(“nakedness”). Try as we might, all of those forces continue to
plague our world and cause death for many. They are more than
we can overcome, despite our great efforts and ingenuity.

But these formidable enemies of humanity are nothing com-
pared to what we have in Christ Jesus! Suffering is a fact of life.
It is an ever-present consequence for a fallen and sinful world.
Following Jesus does not deliver us from suffering, but it does
provide us with an eternal connection to abundant life. That con-
nection will never be severed by mortal woes! Paul’s reference to
Psalm 44:22 in verse 36 is a reminder that suffering is a natural
and expected part of Christian life.

It is “in all these things” that we are “more than conquerors”
(8:37). Not apart from them, or after them. But in them we learn
that Christ’s love is unbreakable. These hardships are not pun-
ishment for sin; they are part of life. For many in Paul’s original
audience, their suffering came from publicly living out their faith
in Christ. Like the sheep in Psalm 44, the believers are innocent.
However, those earthly tribulations are inconsequential as God

uses them to transform us into victorious conquerors. It’s a victo-
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ry that comes not through violent conquest, but through radical,

sacrificial love.

Secured to God (8:38-39)

Paul turned to a descriptive list of contrasting pairs to illustrate
God’s prolific love. He wrote that he was “convinced” or “persuad-
ed” (8:38), meaning that he had thought these things through
and had come to an unshakable conclusion. He believed with full
conviction that God’s love cannot be pried away from us by these
powerful forces. Neither death nor life, angels nor demons, pres-
ent nor the future, nor any powers, height nor depth, nor any-
thing else in all creation will be a match for the love of God. It
should be a great comfort knowing that nothing in all creation
is able to pull us from our home in Jesus. We are fully secured in
His love.

Once on a vacation, [ witnessed a popular attraction where
adventurous individuals would cling to a bar above a great ravine.
When they grew tired, they would drop from the bar and free-
fall into the ravine, where a harness and bungee cord bounced
them back to safety. Some participants were excited to let go of
the bar and experience the fall. For others, when it came time
to drop, they would lose confidence. Fear set in, and they clung
to the bar with everything they had. Inevitably, their strength
would fail, and they would fall anyway. I'm certainly not pass-
ing judgment—I was watching from afar with my feet on solid
ground, after all.

Some Christians approach their faith like those clinging to
the bar, afraid to fall. They fear that if their grip fails, if they make
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one too many mistakes, they will fall away from Christ into eter-
nal separation. They think everything relies on their ability to
hold onto the bar. The good news of Romans 8 is that it was never
our grip that secured salvation—and thank goodness! God’s love
is the harness and bungee cord that secure us to everlasting life.
Whenever we fall, He’s still there, ready to rescue us. This passage
should fill us with confidence. Not confidence in ourselves, but in
Christ. We are held in God’s unbreakable grip.

On our own, we will come up short. Our strength will run out,
circumstances will get the better of us, and we will be overcome
by the forces of opposition. But with God on our side, who can

stand against us?

Implications and Actions

Paul’s grand proclamation calls us to confidence in Christ. We are
held by the love of Christ, so we no longer have to be quieted
by fear and insecurity. We are anchored in what God did on the
cross, and what He continues to do in us through His Spirit.

The final verses of Romans 8 put God’s great love for us on full
display. His love is the ultimate security and the greatest fulfill-
ment. It empowers us to be more than conquerors through our
present sufferings, and it can never be taken from us.

This week, remind yourself daily that you are secured by
Christ, and nothing will ever change that. Challenge yourself to
live in the refreshing freedom of salvation, because God is for

you!
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Scripture Memory

Romans 8 is a great summary of what God did for us, and
what it means to follow Him. What impact would it have
on your faith and your ability to witness to others if you
memorized this entire chapter? Here are some tips on
how to do it.

e Print out the entire chapter.

» Read it out loud from start to finish every day for one
week.

o After the first week, blackout every other word. Read it
every day, filling in the missing words from memory.

» In the next week, blackout more words. Leave enough
to help you remember, but take out enough to make it
a challenge.

o Continue this weekly pattern until you have memo-
rized the whole chapter.

Questions

1. When you hear the statement “God is for us,” what emo-

tions or memories rise up in you? Why?
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Do you think a person can lose their salvation? Do you

ever fear that your salvation is insecure?

Which of the hardships listed in verses 35-36 (trouble,
hardship, persecution, etc.) do you most relate to right

now?

How should the statement that “nothing could separate

us from God’s love” (8:39) change the way we live?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Romans 9:30-33 Romans 9:1-33

lesson d

The Scandal
of the Gospel

MAIN IDEA
The gospel becomes a scandal for those who stumble over it.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Why is the law not able to save?

STUDY AIM
To review and to reiterate the necessity of “righteousness
through faith” as foundational for Christian thinking and liv-
ing

QUICK READ
In Romans 9, Paul lamented how many of his fellow Israelites
have rejected the gospel even as he holds on to and holds out
the hope of the gospel for all people, be they Jew or Gentile.
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Introduction

Paul lived at a pivotal moment in history. As a Jewish man raised
in the Pharisaic tradition, he had a unique understanding of and
compassion for those who shared his heritage and still practiced
Judaism. As one redeemed by Christ and charged to carry the
gospel to all people, he appreciated Gentiles (non-Jews) who were
coming to faith in Jesus. Paul’s ministry was at the intersection
of those conflicting communities.

Paul desired for all people to know Jesus, but he recognized
the futility of the law, even when his people didn’t. He had “great
sorrow and unceasing anguish” (9:2) because so many of his peo-
ple were missing out on salvation through Jesus. The gospel is for
everyone, but not everyone will receive it. For some, it will be the

Rock, a firm foundation. For others, it will be a stumbling block.

Romans 9:30-33

%0 What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not
pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that
is by faith; 3! but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as
the way of righteousness, have not attained their goal. > Why
not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were
by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone. ** As it is
written: “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stum-
ble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who believes
in him will never be put to shame.”
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Lesson Comments

Imagine a classroom with a variety of students. A few of the stu-
dents are natural academics. They are very diligent with their
schoolwork, they follow every rule, complete every assignment,
show up on time every day, and always go the extra mile. The
other students are not natural scholars. They don’t do well with
schoolwork, they get frustrated and discouraged, and their grades
are never very high.

At the end of the year, the teacher gathers the students to-
gether and makes a shocking announcement: their final grade
will not be based on the work completed throughout the year.
Instead, everyone will get full marks.

The high-achieving students are furious, “That’s not fair! We
earned our grades.” They feel cheated. The other students are full
of relief, “Finally, we’ve succeeded.” The same announcement had
drastically different reactions across the classroom. To one group,
it was salvation, and to the other, it was injustice.

This is the exact tension Paul was writing about in Romans
9:30-33. The gospel is good news for those on the outside look-
ing in. It’s a chance to participate in something that was once
exclusive. But it becomes a scandal to those who insist on earning
what can only be received. This is not an easily resolved conflict.
It is full of human pride, and it redefines how people relate to
God. This passage confronts us with a paradox: those who did not
seek righteousness found it, while those who pursued it missed
it.
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Found Righteousness (9:30)

Paul made a statement that would have been shocking to Jewish
readers, “What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not
pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by
faith” (9:30).

Those words conflicted theologically with Israel’s beliefs. The
Gentiles were outside the covenant, lacking the law and centuries
of religious history with YHWH. How could they achieve God’s
righteousness? It seemed impossible. Many Israelites sought
righteousness through the law, treating it as a matter of works
rather than faith.

What's Wrong With the Law?

It's a common question—why can't the law save?
Technically, it could, but the problem is nobody can do it.
Paul wrote that “there are none righteous, not one” (Ro-
mans 3:10) and “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23). Righteous-
ness through the law requires perfect obedience, and to
stumble at one point is to be guilty of it all (James 2:10).
The law is sufficient to reveal our sin, but does not remove
it (Romans 3:20), and the law regulates our behavior, but it
does not transform our hearts (Romans 8:3-4). It gives us
a picture of righteousness but offers no power to achieve
it. In the grand scheme of God's salvific plan, the system of
the law was preparatory. It pointed toward Christ, the only
person able to fulfill its demands (Matthew 5:17). We can't
fulfill the law ourselves, but we can practice faith in the
one who did.
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The Jews had a fundamental misunderstanding of what Paul
was trying to teach. The righteousness Paul referred to was not a
product of the law, but of faith. It couldn’t be obtained through
human pursuits, only through faith in Jesus. This is an essential
reversal of Jewish theology, and many could not accept it. Paul’s
heart was crushed by Israel’s unbelief (9:2).

The Gentiles were not morally or spiritually superior. In fact,
they “did not pursue” righteousness. Their inclusion in the new
covenant under Christ is not a testament to them, but rather to
God’s grace. When the Gentiles heard the gospel, they believed.
In believing, they received what we are all unable to earn.

Paul made his case throughout the early chapters of Romans.
Justification is by faith apart from works (3:28). The Gentiles
were living evidence that righteousness is not achieved through
the law but gained through trust in Christ. It was an easy truth
for Gentiles to adopt, but many Jews were struggling to come to
terms with this grace-centric system.

We continue to find it challenging to equate righteousness
with merit. Culturally, many believe that performing enough
good deeds or engaging in religious practices will earn God’s fa-
vor. After all, isn’t God pleased with those who love their neigh-
bors, serve others, and attend church?

This dilemma mirrors what Paul’s Jewish contemporaries
faced—it’s not about “How hard are you trying?” but about “Who
are you trusting?” While good works are commendable, they can
never match the significance of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. Paul
aimed to introduce a new perspective that moves focus from
self-reliance to reliance on Christ.
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Missed Faith (9:31-32a)

The Gentiles obtained faith, “but the people of Israel, who pur-
sued the law as the way of righteousness, have not attained their
goal” (9:31). They had everything they needed: covenants, prom-
ises, a heritage, and a history of God’s continuous revelation and
faithfulness. They shaped their culture around adherence to the
law, and they developed complex systems to teach and pass on
their religious practice. But still, they did not attain their goal.

“Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it
were by works” (9:32a).

The law was never intended as a means of salvation. It was a
system to expose human sin, reveal God’s character, and point
toward the need for grace. However, it became a ladder to righ-
teousness that nobody could climb. A central truth of the gospel
is that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Ro-
mans 3:23). All people, sinners and saints alike, have the same
need for grace. For those deeply invested in earning their own
righteousness, grace is scandalous.

The Jews influenced by Paul’s ministry missed out on the faith
he aimed to share, yet their misunderstanding of righteousness
still exists today. I knew a woman whose whole life centered on
her membership in a Baptist church. As her life was ending, she
began to fear death and questioned her salvation. In one of our
last conversations, she said, “I spent all those Sundays in church,
did WMU (Women’s Missionary Union), led VBS (Vacation Bible
School), and attended every service. I delivered casseroles to the
sick, sang in the choir, and served as a chaperone on youth trips.

That has to count for something!” I reassured her she had been
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a faithful servant, and her many years of service made a signifi-
cant impact. I explained that, ultimately, salvation isn’t based on
those deeds. What matters most is what Christ did on the cross,
and faith in Him is sufficient to achieve righteousness.

It is possible to be deeply engaged in “religious” activity and
still miss the truth of the gospel. Church attendance, good mor-
al behavior, and orthodox doctrine are not metrics for attaining
righteousness. Only faith in Jesus Christ can do that. Sometimes
people try to pass religious performance as a substitute for gen-
uine faith. Unless they come to authentic faith in Jesus, they

might never attain their goal.

The Stumbling Stone (9:32b-33)

To illustrate his point, Paul evoked the image of a walker who
“stumbled over the stumbling stone” (9:32b). Have you ever been
walking along a nice path, and a crack in the sidewalk or a loose
paver caught your toe? It’s a jarring experience to stumble for-
ward in such a way. The people of Israel are like that walker, Paul
said, who stubbed their toe on an obstacle in their path.

So what is this stumbling stone? Paul referenced Isaiah 8:14
and 28:16 to tap into the messianic tradition. It’s a stone laid
by God that “causes people to stumble,” but it also gives confi-
dence to “the one who relies on it.” This stumbling stone is either
a foundation or an obstacle. It’s the Solid Rock, Jesus Christ. For
Gentiles, Jesus was the cornerstone of their salvation. For the
people of Israel, He was an obstacle they stumbled over.

This lesson is often called “the scandal of the gospel’—a

phrase that highlights its controversial nature. What makes the
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gospel so scandalous? It challenges long-standing beliefs about
merit and fairness. Should all sinners be judged equally? s it fair
for everyone to have the same chance at salvation? In God’s king-
dom, the answer is yes. Jesus addressed this in the parable of the
vineyard workers (Matthew 20:1-16), where He questioned our
notions of deserving rewards.

We might be a long way from the cultural distinction of Jew
versus Gentile, but we still struggle with feeling that some are
“worthy” while others should be excluded. Who belongs at your
church? Is it the well-to-do, those who have it together, those
who can tithe, and know how to mind their manners? Or is there
room for those who “don’t belong,” who don’t know when to
stand up and sit down, who use colorful language, and march to
the beat of their own drum? If we’re not careful, we might miss

out on righteousness while looking for it in others.

Church Under the Bridge

Church Under the Bridge in Waco, Texas was found-
ed by Janet and Jimmy Dorrell when they began meeting
with local homeless people for Bible study. Over the years,
the church has grown considerably, and each week a di-
verse community—including the homeless, disabled indi-
viduals, college students, and others—gathers for worship
under Interstate Hwy 35. According to Pastor Jimmy, “This
is not theologically-trained churchy people helping poor
people out. This is how do we learn to love each other
across the barriers of our lives?” It's a church where ev-
eryone knows about grace, because everyone knows they
need it.
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The scandalous gospel of Jesus Christ is one that rejects the
pride of the self-sufficient and undermines the universalism of
pluralists (John 14:6, there is but one path) and confounds inad-
equate religious systems. Through Jesus, salvation is not earned
but given. It is not achieved but received. Human effort cannot
attain it, and only grace can deliver it. Paul wrote earlier in chap-
ter 9, “It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort,
but on God’s mercy” (9:16). God’s great mercy, which offered
righteousness to both Jew and Gentile, revealed the riches of His
glory (9:23).

Implications and Actions

When the gospel of grace challenges our natural human pride and
self-righteousness, we might better understand how the people
of Israel felt when Paul wrote that the Gentiles had found what
the Jews had been seeking. “You mean God gives me, His good
and faithful servant, the same amount of grace as that guy, the
horrible sinner?” Be careful! Christ can be a cornerstone or a
stumbling block. This week, look for ways to remind yourself of
God’s mercy and to appreciate how great He is in offering grace
to each and every person. Consider those you might call enemies,
or those with whom you differ, and recognize that God’s grace

covers them as it covers you.
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Questions

1. Why did the people of Israel, who were actively pursuing
the law, fail to attain righteousness? What was wrong

with their approach?

2. How have you seen people today try to “earn” righteous-

ness from God?

3. Do you ever struggle with performance-based righteous-

ness versus faith-based righteousness?

4. Why is the idea of salvation by grace through faith alone
offensive or difficult for some people to accept? What

makes it a “scandal”?

o1



And Then We Came to Romans: A Study of Paul's “Weighty and Strong” Letter

5. Have you ever been guilty of thinking some people
shouldn’t receive God’s grace, or maybe that you deserve

it more than they do?

92



FORGING BOYS INTO MEN OF
CHARACTER AND PURPOSE.

Rooted in Christian faith and western heritage,
Miracle Farm Boys Ranch helps struggling young
men experience healing, earn an education, and
learn respect. Through our innovative horse program
and on-site academic and vocational training, young
men establish and achieve goals for a lifetime, and
learn to believe in themselves as something more
than society has painted them to be. It all happens in
a safe, structured environment where they have the
opportunity to turn their lives around and become

FARM

BOYS RANCH responsible men.

Scan to learn more
about Miracle Farm

10802 FM 2621 Brenham, TX 77833-0164 | 979-836-0901 | www.miraclefarm.org
Miracle Farm Boys Ranch is a part of the Children At Heart family of ministries



Ways to Support.Texas Missions

Mary Hill Davis Offering for Texas Missions
WMU of Texas

Togethe

i Adult Study Guide

Introduction

We're here to help.
Contact WMU today.

Pray for Texas Missions

Each September, churches and individuals are
encouraged to pray for Texas Baptists ministries
and missionaries serving and sharing the Gospel
around the state.

Learn more about the Week of Prayer at
iamtexasmissions.org/pray.

Promote the Texas Missions
Offering at Your Church

Order printed promotional materials or download
study guides, video stories, and activities to
highlight the importance of Texas Missions.

To begin, visit iamtexasmissions.org/order.

Support Texas Missions

Support more than seventy ministries and
missionaries serving in Texas by giving online or
through your church’s state missions offering.

Give online at iamtexasmissions.org/give.

10325 Brockwood Rd., Dallas, Texas 75238

(214) 828-5150 | wmutx@texasbaptists.org
wmutx.org-higdmtex@smissions.org







