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How to Make the Best Use 
of This Teaching Guide

Leading a class in studying the Bible is a sacred trust. This Teaching Guide 
has been prepared to help you as you give your best to this important task.

In each lesson, you will find first “Bible Comments” for teachers, to 
aid you in your study and preparation. The three sections of “Bible Com-
ments” are “Understanding the Context,” “Interpreting the Scriptures,” and 
“Focusing on the Meaning.” “Understanding the Context” provides a sum-
mary overview of the entire background passage that also sets the passage 
in the context of the Bible book being studied. “Interpreting the Scriptures” 
provides verse-by-verse comments on the focal passage. “Focusing on the 
Meaning” offers help with the meaning and application of the focal text. 

The second main part of each lesson is “Teaching Plans.” You’ll find two 
complete teaching plans in this section. The first is called the “Discovery 
Plan,” which emphasizes discovery learning techniques; and the second is 
called the “Discussion Plan,” which provides questions and suggestions for 
dialogue about the Scriptures. Choose the plan that best fits your class and 
your style of teaching. You may also use and adapt ideas from both. Each 
plan is intended to be practical, helpful, and immediately useful as you pre-
pare to teach.

The major headings in each teaching plan are intended to help you 
sequence how you teach so as to follow the flow of how people tend to learn. 
The first major heading, “Connect with Life,” provides ideas that will help 
you begin the class session where your class is and draw your class into the 
study. The second major heading, “Guide Bible Study,” offers suggestions 
for helping your class engage the Scriptures actively and develop a greater 
understanding of this portion of the Bible’s message. The third major head-
ing, “Encourage Application,” is meant to help participants focus on how to 
respond with their lives to this message.
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As you begin the study with your class, be sure to find a way to help your 
class know the date on which each lesson will be studied. You might use one 
or more of the following methods:

•	 In the first session of the study, briefly overview the study by identi-
fying for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied. Lead 
your class to write the date in the table of contents in their Study Guide 
and on the first page of each lesson.

•	 Make and post a chart that indicates the date on which each lesson 
will be studied.

•	 If all of your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the 
lessons will be studied.

•	 Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include 
information about your church and then use the bookmark as an 
outreach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from 
www.gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab.

•	 Develop a sticker with the lesson dates and place it on the table of 
contents or on the back cover.

Here are some steps you can take to help you prepare well to teach each 
lesson and save time in doing so:

1.	 Start early in the week before your class meets.

2.	 If your church’s adult Bible study teachers meet for lesson overview and 
preparation, plan to participate. If your church’s adult Bible study teach-
ers don’t have this planning time now, look for ways to begin. You, your 
fellow teachers, and your church will benefit from this mutual encour-
agement and preparation.

3.	 Overview the study in the Study Guide. Look at the table of contents and 
see where this lesson fits in the overall study. Then read or review the 
study introduction to the book that is being studied.

4.	 Consider carefully the suggested Main Idea, Question to Explore, and 
Teaching Aim. These can help you discover the main thrust of this par-
ticular lesson.
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5.	 Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture passages 
for the lesson. Using your Bible in your study and in the class session 
can provide a positive model to class members to use their own Bibles 
and give more attention to Bible study themselves. (Each writer of the 
Bible comments in both the Teaching Guide and the Study Guide has 
chosen a favorite translation. You’re free to use the Bible translation you 
prefer and compare it with the translations chosen, of course.)

6.	 After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the 
Bible Comments in the Teaching Guide. The Bible comments are intended 
to be an aid to your study of the Bible. Read also the small articles—
“sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended to provide additional, 
enrichment information and inspiration and to encourage thought and 
application. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each 
lesson. They’re intended to encourage further thought and application, 
and you can also use them in the class session itself. Continue your Bible 
study with the aid of the Bible comments included in this Teaching Guide.

7.	 Review the “Teaching Plans” in this Teaching Guide. Consider how these 
suggestions would help you teach this Bible passage in your class to 
accomplish the teaching aim.

8.	 Consider prayerfully the needs of your class and think about how to 
teach so you can help your class learn best.

9.	 Develop and follow a lesson plan based on the suggestions in this 
Teaching Guide, with alterations as needed for your class.

10.	 Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture 
passages and in applying these passages to their lives.

Teaching Resource Items. These items are available for download for use 
in your class. These are available for $20 at www.gc2press.org. Watch for 
them in the teaching plans for each lesson. These items are selected from the 
teaching plans. They are provided online to make lesson preparation easier 
for handouts and similar items. Permission is granted to download these 
teaching resource items, print them out, and copy them as needed for all 
classes within your church.



Premium Commentary. Plan to get the additional in-depth Bible Study 
comments available online. Visit our website, call 1-866-249-1799, or email 
gc2press@txb.org to order the Premium Commentary. It is available for 
$30 in electronic format (PDF) from our website. Permission is granted to 
download this commentary, print it, and copy them as needed for all classes 
within your church.
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Writers for This Teaching Guide

Taylor Sandlin wrote lessons one through four plus the Christmas lesson. 
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Waco, Texas and he received his Doctor of Ministry in Worship and Preach-
ing from Truett Seminary in 2013. Taylor and his wife, Alyson, have two 
children Sophie and John Curtis.

Jeff Moran wrote the teaching plans for lessons one through four plus 
the Christmas lesson. Jeff is currently the executive pastor of Sugar Land 
Baptist Church in Sugar Land, Texas. He has served churches in Texas and 
Alabama for over 38 years. He has a Bachelor of Arts from the University 
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Seminary. He and his wife, Marcy, live in a historical home in Galveston, 
Texas. They would tell you the best thing to come out of the pandemic was 
the birth of their granddaughters, identical twins, born in 2020 to their 
oldest son and daughter-in-law. Their youngest son is a proud owner of a 
German Short Hair!

Stephen Wyrick wrote lessons five through eight. Dr. Wyrick is a retired 
professor of Hebrew Bible and Archaeology at the University of Mary Har-
din-Baylor where he was Department Chair and simultaneously taught as a 
part-time lecturer in religion at Baylor University and Truett Seminary. He 
previously served as the Department Chair of Religion at California Bap-
tist University and taught as an adjunct professor at Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He received his Ph.D. in Old Testament and Biblical 
Backgrounds from Southwestern Seminary, and completed postdoctoral 
studies at Brown, Oxford, and Hebrew Union College. He has written for 
GC2 Press since 2001. A native of Dallas, he and his wife live in Allen, Texas, 
and are members of First Baptist Church Richardson. 
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Kendall Little wrote the teaching plans for lessons five through eight. 
Kendall currently serves as minister of youth and discipleship at First Bap-
tist Church Eastland, Texas. Kendall graduated from East Texas Baptist 
University with a Bachelor of Arts in Christian Ministry and is currently 
pursuing a Master of Arts in Theological Studies from B.H. Carrol Theologi-
cal Seminary at East Texas Baptist University. Kendall and his wife Lydia live 
in Eastland, Texas with their daughter Scarlett where they enjoy going on 
walks, fishing, and spending time together. 

Duane Brooks wrote lessons nine through twelve. Duane Brooks is a fol-
lower of Christ who has served as pastor of four different Texas Baptist 
churches since 1981. He and his wife Melanie have shared in ministry at 
Tallowood Baptist Church in Houston for twenty-seven years. They have 
three grown children, three grandchildren, and another one on the way. Dr. 
Brooks also teaches as an adjunct at Truett Seminary and Houston Christian 
University.

Keith Lowery wrote the teaching plans for lessons nine through twelve. 
Keith serves as discipleship pastor at Park Cities Baptist Church in Dallas, 
where he’s most excited about leading the entire church family through a 
one-chapter a day Bible reading and journaling plan called DWELL. In five 
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lesson 1

FOCAL TEXT

Luke 1:5–17
BACKGROUND

Malachi 4:5–6

The Promised 
Birth of a 
Prophet

MAIN IDEA

After centuries of silence God an-
nounced His prophet.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How do I listen for God?

TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand that 
Christians need to be ready to listen 
to God

BIBLE
TEACHING 

GUIDE 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Luke wrote his gospel to assure an early Gentile believer named Theophilus. 
Theophilus may have wondered how the story of Jesus, the Jewish Messiah, 
offered hope to all people, no matter their background. Luke’s gospel seeks to 
answer that question, not only for Theophilus, but for all those who wonder 
if Jesus’ story isn’t simply for a select few, but for everyone.

Luke carefully revealed how Jesus is the Savior of the entire world with-
out losing sight of the fact that He is also the promised Jewish Messiah. He 
wanted his readers to see God’s sovereign hand at work throughout the his-
tory of Israel and in the life of Christ, so they too can believe that this same 
God is actively saving the world through Jesus.

Luke wove in Old Testament promises and stories throughout his gospel. 
Sometimes he directly quoted the Scriptures like in today’s lesson, where the 
angel announced John the Baptist’s birth by drawing directly from Malachi 
4:5–6. Other times, he simply alluded to Old Testament stories, inviting care-
ful readers to connect the dots for themselves.

Luke’s willingness to allow readers to make these connections on their 
own reveals a commitment to the Holy Spirit’s role in drawing people to faith 
in Christ. Luke’s trust in the active work of God also showed up in his empha-
sis upon the importance of prayer as a precursor to receiving divine revela-
tion. In the initial pages, the angel appeared to Zechariah in response to both 
his and the people’s prayers (1:10–13), a pattern that repeats itself through-
out the gospel and the book of Acts (Luke 3:21–22; 9:28–36; 22:41–44; Acts 
9:40; 10:9, 30; 13:2; 22:17). For Luke, those who earnestly seek the truth 
about Jesus in prayer will find it, often discovering more than they ever an-
ticipated, just like Zechariah.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

A Righteous Couple (1:5–7)

1:5. “Herod” is Herod the Great who ruled from 37–4 BC. He was an Edomite, 
making him an unfit ruler in the eyes of many Jewish people. He was intro-
duced in Luke’s gospel as the “King of Judea,” but by the end of the book 
Jesus would be crucified as “the king of the Jews” (Luke 23:37–38).

“Zechariah” means “Yahweh has remembered.” The divisions of the 
Jewish priesthood were named for Aaron’s twenty-four descendants (see 1 
Chronicles 24:1–19; Nehemiah 12:1–7). Like her husband, Elizabeth is also a 
descendant of Aaron.

1:6. When Luke described Zechariah and Elizabeth as “righteous in the 
sight of God” he did not mean that they were perfect. They were, instead, in 
right relationship with God having followed the Lord’s commandments and 
decrees including those that provide the means for the forgiveness of sins. 
It does mean they were a people who sought to do God’s will in the world. 
Luke’s description of Zechariah and Elizabeth echoed God’s description of 
Abraham in Genesis 26:5.

1.7. The couple’s righteousness stood in contrast with their inability to have a 
child. At least one promise in the Old Testament connected obedience to the 
fruitful bearing of children (see Deuteronomy 7:12–14). Their plight is not 
unique. Elizabeth’s age and barrenness, like her righteousness, also recalls 
the life of Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 11:30), along with other key figures 
in Israel’s history including Rebekah (Genesis 25:21); Rachel (Genesis 29:31); 
Samson’s mother (Judges 13:2, 5); and Hannah (1 Samuel 1–2).

God has in the past delivered families from the pain of infertility. When 
He has done so in the past, His actions brought joy not only to the individual 
couple but also advanced His plans for the nation. Luke’s introduction of this 
special couple heightens the anticipation that God might be acting in a simi-
lar fashion once again.
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A Visit to the Holy Place (1:8–10)

1:8–9. Israel had as many as eighteen thousand priests serving across the 
country. They spent most of their time in their hometowns. Two times a year, 
their division of priests went to Jerusalem to serve in the Temple for a one-
week shift.

Jobs were assigned by lot and on this occasion, Zechariah, got a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to go into the Holy Place and offer incense to the 
Lord. Zechariah, with two assistants, carried live coals from the great altar 
in the Temple Courts into the Holy Place. He placed the coals on the altar of 
incense, which sat in the center of the room in front of the veil separating the 
Holy Place from the Most Holy Place and was to then bow in prayer (Exodus 
30:1–30). The burning incense stood as a powerful picture of the prayers of 
God’s people being lifted up into the very presence of God (Psalm 141:2; Rev-
elation 5:8).

1:10. Luke, more than any of the other gospel writers, highlights the impor-
tance of prayer. Here, the people who are at the Temple worshiping join the 
priests in prayers. They stand as a reminder that for all the shortcoming of 
Israel, plenty of people longed to see God act in a powerful way and sought 
Him in prayer.

The Angel’s Announcement (1:11–17)

1:11–12. The verb “to appear” indicates a real appearance and not simply a 
vision.

Angels often announced the birth of major figures in the Old Testament 
(Genesis 16:10–11; Judges 13:3–21). People believed that angels served 
God’s presence in the Temple (Isaiah 6:1–3; Zechariah 3).

Fear was the common response to an angelic visit or supernatural event 
(Judges 6:22; 13:6, 22; 2 Samuel 6:9; Isaiah 6:5; Daniel 8:16-17) and would 
be a common theme in Luke’s story (Luke 1:65; 2:9; 5:26; 7:16; 8:37; 21:26).

1:13. Divine communication often began with the command to not be afraid 
(Genesis 15:1; 26:24; Daniel 10:12, 19).
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“Your prayer has been heard” is ambiguous. Was it the prayer Zechariah 
just prayed or the ones he had been praying his entire life? Was Zechariah 
still praying for a child in his old age? Had his prayers over the years shifted 
to prayers for the nation? The righteous in Israel faithfully prayed for the 
deliverance of Israel (see Luke 23:50–51).

Whatever the case, God was acting on behalf of his family and the nation. 
“Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,” recalls God’s similar announcement 
to Abraham (Genesis 17:19).

Usually, the father named the child. God claimed the right to name this 
child as sign of His direct intervention (see Genesis 16:8, 11; 17:19; 1 Kings 
13:2; Isaiah 7:14). John means “God is gracious.”

1:14–15a. John’s significance meant that many beyond his parents would 
rejoice in his birth. Joy and rejoicing occur as responses to God’s saving acts. 
God was saving Zechariah and Elizabeth from childlessness. Through that 
child, God was inaugurating salvation for His people.

John’s greatness before God derived from his role as the forerunner to 
Jesus. Jesus noted that no one greater had been born of a woman before 
John (Luke 7:28). Greatness is no preventer of difficulty. While many would 
rejoice because of his birth, he would face plenty of opposition in his life 
(Luke 3:7, 20; 7:29–30; 9:7–9; 20:4–6). The same is for Jesus.

1:15b. John’s life was marked by asceticism and the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. Unlike those who took a temporary Nazirite vow, John’s consecration 
was to be for his entire life (Numbers 6:1–21; Judges 13:4–5). Abstinence 
from alcohol allowed others to more clearly attribute his distinctness to the 
work of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1–15; Ephesians 5:18). The presence of the 
Spirit in John’s life was evident even in his mother’s womb (1:41–44).

1:16–17. John’s prophetic function involved two main responsibilities. 
First, he would call people to repentance. To “bring back” or “to turn” is a 
common picture of repentance in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 30:2; Jo-
nah 3:10; Hosea 3:5; 7:10). The picture of repentance continues in the image 
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of parents turning their hearts to their children and the disobedient turning 
to the wisdom of the righteous.

John’s ministry was a fulfilment of the prophet Malachi’s promise that 
God would send the prophet Elijah to lead the people to repentance prior to 
the coming judgment of the Lord (Malachi 4:5–6). Luke understood John to 
be the fulfilment of the promise.

In Malachi’s day, it was understood that Elijah would be the forerunner 
of God’s great judgment day. Different groups of Jews connected that to dif-
ferent understandings of the Messiah’s role in ushering in God’s final victory. 
While Malachi originally likely imagined God following the arrival of a hu-
man Messiah, Luke understood that something unexpected had unfolded. 
God’s Messiah had come, but He was more than the people expected, for in 
the Messiah, God, Himself, had shown up in the flesh.

Focusing on the Meaning

The angel’s word to Zechariah proved to be God’s answer to over five hun-
dred years of prayers. Since the time of Malachi, faithful and pious Jews had 
been praying for God to deliver Israel from her bondage. Understandably, 
the people offered those prayers alongside their own very personal prayers 
for healing, deliverance, and in the case of Zechariah and Elizabeth, a child.

We do not always know why God chooses to delay an answer to our 
prayers. Sometimes, like Zechariah and Elizabeth, our personal prayers may 
over the course of a lifetime merge with the community of faith’s prayers for 
ultimate deliverance. Those transformed prayers do more than we can imag-
ine to keep us in right relationship with God.

Instead of giving up on God, we stand with all those who yearn for His 
coming. When perhaps we least expect it, God will show up and answer our 
prayers in ways that exceed all our hopes and dreams. How could Zechariah 
and Elizabeth have ever anticipated the role they would play in God’s plan of 
redemption? Because they were faithful in prayer, they were as prepared as 
they could be to hear from God when He finally made His move.
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What prayers do you most often offer to God? How might those prayers 
be connected to the church’s larger prayer for God’s will to be done in the 
world and for Christ to come again and set all things right? How can connect-
ing our personal prayer needs to the prayers of God’s global church keep us 
attentive to the coming of the Lord?
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Listening can be difficult. Especially when our listening is competing 
with a lot of background noise. This activity will help your class under-
stand the importance of intentional listening. It will also help them un-
derstand how difficult it is to comprehend information in a noisy envi-
ronment.

		  Instructions:

		  •	 Ask for one volunteer.

		  •	 Have the rest of the group be the noisemakers.

		  •	� Begin to instruct the volunteer to do things such as stand and hold 
one arm up in the air, put both arms in front of you, touch the top of 
your head with your left hand, sit down, stand up and turn around, 
etc.

		  •	� Ask the noise makers to start chattering once you start giving in-
structions to the volunteer. The chattering should try to distract the 
volunteer.

	 2.	 After the game, ask the class the following questions.

		  •	 Was it difficult for the volunteer to follow instructions?

		  •	 Why was it difficult?

		  •	� How is that like what we face when we try to listen to what God has 
to say to us?

		  •	� What types of noise compete with our hearing?

		  •	� What ways can we take steps to tune out that noise in our lives?
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	 3.	 Open the class in prayer by asking God to prepare our hearts to listen 
for what He may be saying to us today as we study this lesson. Take 
away those things that distract us in our personal life and keep us from 
growing closer to Christ.

Guide Bible Study

	 4.	 Read Luke 1:5–7. Use material from the sidebar “Infertility and Barren-
ness in the Bible” from the Study Guide to provide insight and possibly 
comfort for those in your class who know those experiencing infertility. 
Have students answer the following questions.

		  •	 What do Zechariah and Elizabeth have in common?

		  •	� What circumstances could have made Zechariah feel like his prayers 
may never be answered? What could have caused Zechariah to have 
little hope/faith?

		  •	 What could have affected Zechariah’s listening skills?

	 5.	 Read Luke 1:8–10. Using the information in this Teaching Guide from 
the section “A Visit to the Holy Place” share the significance of the 
priestly duties that Zechariah performed. This was truly a once-in-a-
lifetime shot for Zechariah. The altar of incense was located in the cen-
ter of the room before the veil separating the Holy Place from the Most 
Holy Place. The veil that separated the two symbolized the separation 
between God and humanity due to sin. That veil was torn when Jesus 
died removing the barrier between us and God. Ask the class the follow-
ing questions:

		  •	� What was the significance of Gabriel coming to Zechariah in the 
Temple?

		  •	� What does it say about the faithfulness of Zechariah and Elizabeth?

		  •	 What happens when people pray?

		  •	� What happens when the whole church prays for God to work among 
His people?
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	 6.	 Read Luke 1:11–17. Have class members answer the following ques-
tions:

		  •	 What was Zechariah praying for?

		  •	� As a priest, would Zechariah have been praying for the nation and for 
the people?

		  •	� Was the birth of John the Baptist something the nation of Israel 
needed as well?

	 7.	 “Your prayer has been heard,” are such beautiful words in our Scripture 
passage today. Comforting words because we know we have had prayers 
answered. Share with the class a time you remember having an answer 
to prayer. Have class members share in small groups about a time when 
their prayer was heard, and they received an answer. Bring the group 
back together and ask if anyone would like to share an answered prayer. 
Then ask what takes place after we have a prayer answered?

	 8.	 Divide the class into groups of 3–4 and have them answer the following 
questions:

		  •	� What things did the angel tell Zechariah that John the Baptist will 
accomplish?

		  •	� What promises did Gabriel make concerning the child who would be 
born to this elderly couple?

		  •	� What was John’s main purpose in life to be (Luke 1:16–17)?

		  •	� What does it mean that John would come “in the Spirit and power of 
Elijah”?

		  •	� How does this passage connect to Old Testament prophecies (Mala-
chi 4:5–6)?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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Encourage Application

	 9.	 What can help you prepare to listen to God?

		  •	 To listen to God, I need to ______________ in my life.

		  •	 I listen best when I _____________________.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 10.	 Ask class members for suggestions about what we can do to be ready to 
listen to God this week in our spiritual journey?

		  Have class members take a personal inventory of the following:

		  •	 Things that keep me from being ready to hear God.

		  •	 Practices I can put in place to listen to God.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

			    Give the class a few minutes to complete the inventory. Then ask 
members to think of one practice you can add to your spiritual journey 
in the week ahead.

	 11.	 Close in prayer asking God to help members be ready this week to listen 
for ways He may be speaking to us. Ask God to remove those things that 
challenge our listening and take us away from spending time with Him.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Have students complete this phrase: “I have trouble listening because 
__________.” Encourage open discussion until time to begin the lesson.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)
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	 2.	 Provide time for responses to the opening prompt, then direct the class 
to consider the Main Idea for this lesson. Explain that today’s lesson 
will help them discover or be reminded of opportunities in their spiri-
tual walk that will help them listen to God.

	 3.	 Open the class in prayer asking God to help us be open to listening to 
Him today. Have one minute of silence before you close the prayer by 
asking God to help us listen for Him and His still small voice amid our 
busy lives.

Guide Bible Study

	 4.	 Read Luke1:5–7. Have class members answer the following questions:

		  •	� Who were Zechariah and Elizabeth, and what do we learn about their 
character and social status?

		  •	� Why is it significant that Elizabeth was barren and they were both 
old?

		  •	� How does their situation parallel other biblical stories of childless 
couples?

			   °	 Abraham and Sarah—Genesis 11 and 21

			   °	 Samson’s parents Manoah and his wife—Judges 13

			   °	 Samuel’s parents Hannah and Elkanah—1 Samuel 1

	 5.	 Read Luke 1:8–10 and use information in this Teaching Guide to explain 
how this was a once in a lifetime shot for Zechariah to be chosen to go 
into the Temple of the Lord and burn incense. Ask class members the 
following questions:

		  •	� What does the people’s presence outside praying during the incense 
offering tell us about the importance of this event?

		  •	� What events or circumstances would be a reason your church could 
come together for corporate prayer?
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		  •	� What can we learn from Zechariah and Elizabeth’s obedience in 
times of disappointment?

	 6.	 Call attention to the sidebar, “Be Ready For Worship” in the Study Guide. 
Ask class members to look at the list of helpful ideas to reclaim Sunday 
in the Study Guide. What other ideas could be added to help us make 
Sunday worship a priority?

	 7.	 Read Luke 1:11–13. Have the class answer the following questions:

		  •	� How does Zechariah react to the appearance of the angel?

		  •	� What is the significance of the angel telling Zechariah not to be 
afraid?

		  •	� What message does Gabriel give Zechariah about his prayer being 
heard?

		  •	� What does this passage teach us about God’s timing and faithfulness 
in answering prayer?

		  •	� How can we draw encouragement from Zechariah and Elizabeth’s 
story when we face long-term unanswered prayers?

	 8.	 Read Luke 1:14–17. Have the class list the three facts the angel Gabriel 
revealed about the purpose of John’s life. Explain how Malachi 4:5–6 is 
the Old Testament prophecy of the coming of John the Baptist. John 
the Baptist preached in the Spirit and power of Elijah and prepared the 
way for Jesus.

	 9.	 Have the class share with the group ideas of how we are called to pre-
pare the way for the Lord in our own lives and our communities, like 
John did. Write their answers on a marker board. Looking at the list, 
ask class members to focus on one idea they can begin or renew in their 
lives this week. Remind class members that we are all fellow ministers 
as we spread out into our homes, our neighborhood, our schools, our 
work, and other areas where we come into contact with people. Spend a 
few minutes as a class praying for these opportunities that will help us 
prepare the way to reach people for Christ.
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	 10.	 Share the following agree/disagree questions to summarize the lesson:

		  •	� Zechariah and Elizabeth were chosen because they were sinless.

		  •	� God sometimes delays answering prayers for a greater purpose.

		  •	� Being righteous means life will always go smoothly.

		  •	� God only uses young people to accomplish His plans.

		  •	� John the Baptist was chosen before he was born to serve a special 
mission.

		  •	� Zechariah’s fear shows a lack of faith in God.

		  •	� John’s lifestyle was meant to reflect his devotion and separation to 
God.

		  •	� God often uses ordinary people in extraordinary ways.

		  •	� If I must wait a long time for an answer to prayer, I should just stop 
praying for that request.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)

Encourage Application

	 11.	 Call attention to the phrase in verse 13 when Gabriel says: “Your prayer 
has been heard.” Ask class members what is on their prayer list right 
now? What should be on their prayer list?

			   Have class members take time to fill out the “Prayer List” handout. 
Have a copy of the mission organizations your church supports as a ref-
erence for your class.

		  •	� One need I pray for myself is ______________________________

		  •	� One need I pray for my family is ___________________________

		  •	� One need I pray for a friend is ______________________________

		  •	� One need I pray for a neighbor is ____________________________

		  •	� One need I pray for in our city is ____________________________

		  •	� One need I pray for in our church is __________________________
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		  •	� One need I pray for a staff member at church is _________________

		  •	� One need I pray for our nation is _____________________________

		  •	� One mission our church supports that I can pray for is ____________

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 12.	 Spend time as a class in a closing prayer sharing prayer requests and 
praying for one another.



lesson 2

FOCAL TEXT

Luke 1:26–38
BACKGROUND

2 Samuel 7:13–16; 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:6–7

God Will Send 
His Son

MAIN IDEA

God would not just send a prophet; 
God would come Himself.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Am I prepared to receive God’s mes-
sage?

TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand that 
“Nothing is Impossible with God”

BIBLE
TEACHING 

GUIDE 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

For centuries, the people of Israel had lived with a profound hope that God 
would send His Anointed One to set Israel free from oppression and establish 
God’s eternal kingdom. This yearning derived from God’s promise to David 
through the prophet Nathan, “Your house and your kingdom will endure for-
ever before me; your throne will be established forever (2 Samuel 7:16).

Centuries of rule by foreign powers made this promise seem an impossi-
bility, but the prophets of God kept hope alive by promising that God would 
fulfill His Word. Isaiah spoke of signs to watch for that indicated God’s reign 
was drawing near. In Isaiah 7:14, he spoke of a virgin conceiving and giving 
birth. Two chapters later, the prophet explained that the child to be born 
would be great. He would reign on David’s throne, and His kingdom would 
have no end (Isaiah 9:6–7).

These prophecies painted a picture of a glorious future, a time when 
God’s reign would be fully realized on earth. It is against this rich backdrop 
of fervent expectation that we encounter the events of Luke 1:26–38, where 
a young woman named Mary received an astonishing announcement that 
would forever alter the course of history and fulfill these age-old longings.

Mary wondered aloud how she could possibly conceive a child as a virgin. 
The angel reminded her that nothing is impossible for God. She would give 
birth to a son. God would redeem His people. God’s Word never fails. We are 
reminded that our own yearnings for God to act are not in vain. In His perfect 
timing, God will keep every one of His promises.

Interpreting the Scriptures

A Heavenly Visit (1:26–28)

1:26. Mention of Elizabeth’s pregnancy and the angel Gabriel (1:19) links 
the announcement of Mary’s pregnancy with the announcement of John’s 
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pending birth. Immediately, there are differences between the two stories. 
The angel appeared to Zechariah in the Holy Place of the Temple in the heart 
of Jerusalem. Nazareth was a small village far removed from the hustle and 
bustle of urban life. Luke identified it as “a town in Galilee” since most out-
side of the region had never heard of this tiny community. The town of Naz-
areth is not mentioned in the Old Testament.

1:27. Mary was twice identified as a virgin before she was even named. While 
the word means a young, unmarried girl, it carried the implication of virgin-
ity in the ancient world. The theological purpose of using this term is clear. 
Luke was setting the stage to reveal the miracle that would be Jesus’ birth. 
The emphasis upon Mary’s virginity recalls Isaiah 7:14 and the promise that 
“the virgin will conceive and give birth to a son.”

In the ancient world, marriage included an initial phase called betrothal 
which the NIV renders “pledged to be married.” In this phase, a bride became 
legally bound to the groom and could be called his wife. This was a formal 
agreement and could only be broken by a divorce. During this period, the wife 
remained at home with her family. After about a year, the marriage followed, 
and the husband took his wife home; only then would the marriage be con-
summated.

A girl as young as twelve could be betrothed to a husband. Mary’s age was 
not stated. Luke did not provide any biographical data about Joseph other 
than his Davidic ancestry, drawing the reader’s attention to possible messi-
anic implications (1:32, 69; 2:4, 11; 3:31).

Mary, a form of Miriam (Exodus 15:20), was a common name that possi-
bly means “exalted one.”

1:28. “The angel went to her” implies that Gabriel appeared to Mary inside 
her home. “Greetings” is the common form of address in the New Testament. 
It provides a bit of a word play with the phrase “you who are highly favored.”

The emphasis was upon God’s favor, not Mary’s worthiness—even 
though Mary was presented throughout the text as a person of faith and 
honor. Still, Mary was favored because God had in His grace shown her favor 
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by choosing her to be the mother of the Messiah, not because of anything 
she had done.

The angel assured Mary that the Lord was with her. The language should 
be read as a statement “The Lord is with you” and not a wish like “The Lord 
be with you.” Mary would need to lean on this assurance when she learned of 
the task to which God had called her.

The Annunciation (1:29–33)

1:29. “Greatly troubled” could also be translated “greatly confused” or “per-
plexed.” Some commentators note that the confusion could be that a man 
would greet her directly, an almost nonexistent occurrence in her world. 
More likely, she simply had no category for understanding God’s direct in-
volvement in her life in such a miraculous way or for understanding why she, 
a common girl, would be described in such exalted terms.

1:30. The command not to be afraid echoes the one given to Zechariah 
(1:13–17). The repetition of the fact that Mary had found favor with God in-
creased the anticipation surrounding the angel’s words. What did it mean to 
be favored by God? What would God do for or ask of this favored daughter?

1:31. The angel told Zechariah, “Elizabeth will bear you a son.” Since Mary 
had no husband, she would not bear a child for a man. Mystery, then, sur-
rounds the promise that she would “conceive and give birth to a son.”

The annunciation serves as the fulfilment of Isaiah 7:14. It also echoes 
the wording of the angel’s announcement to Hagar in Genesis 16:11.

As in the case of John, God assigned the name of the child. Jesus is the 
Greek form of the Hebrew name Yeshua, or, as it is in English, Joshua. It was 
a common Jewish name and means “Yahweh saves.”

1:32–33. Whereas John was described as one “great in the sight of the 
Lord” (1:15), Jesus will be “great,” a title used for God (Deuteronomy 10:17). 
His very nature involves greatness.
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“Most High God” is a title for God used frequently in the Greek transla-
tion of the Old Testament. “Son of the Most High God” is a royal title. Kings 
were sometimes functionally described as the sons of God (Psalm 2:7) in an 
adoptive sense. Jesus’ title is more than a description of His function as King 
or Messiah. Marshall points out that the description of Jesus’ divine Sonship 
occurred before the angel described Jesus in messianic terms suggesting that 
Jesus’ Messiahship is rooted in His divinity and not the other way around.1 
Jesus is not described as a son of God because He is the Messiah. He is the 
Messiah because He was already the Son of God.

Jesus’ life is the fulfillment of Israel’s messianic hope. He is the royal 
Messiah of David’s line. His kingdom is eternal as promised by God through 
the prophets (2 Samuel 7:13–16; Isaiah 9:7; Micah 4:7; Daniel 7:14).

A Question, an Explanation, and a Faithful Response 
(1:34–38)

1:34. Like Zechariah (1:18), Mary asked for an explanation of how the an-
gel’s words could be true. Zechariah could have leaned on precedence. God 
had given children to elderly couples in the past (Genesis 21:1–5). No virgin 
had ever conceived a child. Mary stated plainly that she had not had sexu-
al relations with a man. Mary’s question indicated that she interpreted the 
angel’s promise to be that she would soon conceive, prior to her marriage to 
Joseph.

1:35. The Holy Spirit here is an agent of creation. Just as God made the 
world through the Spirit, so too God would create this baby via the Spirit’s 
power. The verb translated “overshadow” is used to speak of God’s presence 
and protection (Exodus 40:35; Psalm 91:4). Nothing about the term is sexual. 
This conception is the result of a miraculous, creative act of God, not a sexual 
one.

The child produced by the power of the Holy Spirit would also be “holy.” 
His life was consecrated to God. Even more so, Jesus proved to be holy in a 
way that sinful humanity is not.
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1:36–37. The angel pointed to Elizabeth’s pregnancy as evidence that God 
keeps His promises and can do what seems impossible. The assurance of 
God’s faithfulness draws on Genesis 18:14. See also Jeremiah 32:17. God was 
at work in Elizabeth as He was with Abraham and Sarah. In Mary, He did 
something even more remarkable.

1:38. “Servant” is a common self-description when speaking to a superior 
or to God (1 Samuel 1:11; 25:41; 2 Samuel 9:6; 2 Kings 4:16). It can also be 
translated “slave.” It is a term used to describe Joshua (Judges 2:8), David 
(Psalm 89:3–4), and the nation of Israel (Isaiah 41:8–9).

Focusing on the Meaning

Mary’s question, “How will this be?” highlights the human struggle to recon-
cile God’s promises with seemingly impossible circumstances. How could she 
conceive a child as a virgin? How could God fulfill the promises of old through 
her, an unknown, unimportant young girl in the middle of a no-name town?

The answer to “How will this be?” is God’s power and grace. God has 
throughout history done the impossible. Elizabeth’s pregnancy recalls a num-
ber of miraculous birth stories in the Bible beginning with the birth of Isaac 
to Abraham and Sarah in their old age. As Jeremiah once noted, nothing is 
too difficult for the Maker of the heavens and the earth (Jeremiah 32:17).

We know the story of Mary today because God kept His promise. Mary 
did conceive and give birth to a son. That son, Jesus, proved that nothing is 
impossible for God. He healed the sick. He cast out demons. He calmed the 
storm. Even more remarkable, He also defeated the power of sin and over-
came the grave. Through Him, God is establishing a kingdom without end.

God continues to invite people to be a part of that kingdom. Sometimes 
we react to His invitation with hesitation, struggling to understand how God 
can keep His Word in the face of limiting circumstances and our own person-
al shortcomings. We tend to only see the obvious, but God operates beyond 
our conventional wisdom.
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What events might you look to in the past or in the world today as evi-
dence of God’s faithfulness? How might you say “Yes” to God’s work in your 
life today?

ENDNOTES

	 1	I. Howard Marshall, The Gospel of Luke: A Commentary on the Greek Text, 
New International Greek Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerd-
mans, 1978), 68.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Ask the class what life-changing inventions you use today that were 
thought to be impossible years ago.

		  Make a list of these items on the marker board.

			�   Examples include: Internet, air flight, passenger trips to space, cell 
phone.

		  Ask, What things seem impossible to us today?

	 2.	 Ask class members for examples of impossible things God did in the 
Bible? 

			   (A list of possible answers is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 3.	 Ask class members where they have seen God do the impossible? Pos-
sible answers include a loved one or friend being healed, a relationship 
being restored, a modern-day prodigal son coming home.

	 4.	 Open in prayer, asking God for the ability to trust Him with what He 
wants to do in our own life.

Guide Bible Study

	 5.	 Provide a 30-second recap of the previous week’s lesson, connecting it 
to today’s passage. Repeat the Main Idea and share Isaiah 7:14. Today’s 
lesson shows that prophecy is fulfilled in the announcement of the 
birth of Jesus, Immanuel which means God with us.
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	 6.	 Using the outline from this Teaching Guide, form three discussion 
groups and give them each one of the Scripture passages. Have the 
groups read the passage and answer the questions together. Give time 
for each group to make a report about the passage they were given.

		  Group 1—A Heavenly Visit (1:26–28)

			   •	� Am I attentive to God in the ordinary moments in life?

			   •	� Do I believe He can speak to me today, in my circumstances?

			   •	� In what ways can God speak to us today?

			   •	� How can I be favored with God?

		  Group 2—The Annunciation (1:29–33)

			   •	� What things could cause us to fear when we follow God’s will for 
our life?

			   •	� Am I willing to let God’s plans interrupt mine?

			   •	� What comforts or expectations might I be clinging to?

			   •	� Do I try to find favor in God or ask God for favors?

		  Group 3—A Question, an Explanation, and a Faithful Response 
(1:34–38)

			   •	� What are some “how will this be” moments that I have had with 
God?

			   •	� Where in my life do I need to trust God more deeply?

			   •	� What fears or thoughts stop me from responding to His call?

			   •	� Can I truly say, “May your word to me be fulfilled”?

			   •	� What would full surrender to God look like in my life right now?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 7.	 Have the class compare the responses to the angel Gabriel from Zech-
ariah (1:18) in last week’s lesson and Mary (1:34) in this week’s lesson. 
Luke 1:18 shares insight into Zechariah’s response. Ask class members 
the following questions:
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		  •	� How were Zechariah and Mary’s responses similar? How were they 
different?

		  •	� Why did the angel Gabriel respond differently to Zechariah’s ques-
tion of “How can I be sure of this?” and Mary’s question “How will 
this be?”?

	 8.	 Going from “How can I do this” to “I am your servant,” ask the class if 
they can think of other biblical characters that have made this progres-
sion? Possible answers include:

		  How Can I Do This	 I Am Your Servant

		  Moses—I can’t speak	 Leading God’s people

		  David—I have sinned	� A man after God’s own 
heart

		  Isaiah—I am a man of unclean lips	 Here am I, send me

		  Peter—I have denied you	 Preaching God’s Word

		  Ananias—I am scared of what Saul	 God said “go” and 
would do to me	 Ananias went to Saul

Encourage Application

	 9.	 Nothing is impossible for God. You have heard of a bucket list. A list of 
activities that you want to accomplish before you die. A bucket list is a 
checklist of goals. There is another type of list. It is called the impossible 
list. It is a set of goals that pushes you to make you better. Goals that 
when you say yes it means commitment on your part. There are goals 
for fitness, life, travel, hobbies, languages, events to attend, and work. 

			   Ask, What would an impossible list of goals look like regarding your spir-
itual journey? 

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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	 10.	 Ask class members to think about the following questions during their 
personal quiet time this week.

		  •	� What steps can I take this week so I am prepared to receive God’s 
message?

		  •	� How can I be an encourager to someone facing an impossible situa-
tion in their life?

	 11.	 Close in prayer, asking God to help us trust in Him with whatever direc-
tion He may be leading us. Pray that each member will be prepared to 
receive God’s message in their life this week.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 As class begins, ask members what the greatest invention during their 
lifetime has been. Would you have said that your answer was thought to 
have been impossible at one time?

	 2.	 Ask for two volunteers. Hand out a piece of 8 ½ X 11 paper and a pair 
of scissors to the volunteers. Ask them to cut a hole in the paper big 
enough to fit their body through. Give them time to complete and then 
show the class if they found a way to do this. Ask the class if this looks 
impossible.

			   Next, take the sample in the teacher resource kit (practice ahead of 
time). Fold in half lengthwise so the paper will be 4 ¼ x 11. Now, cut all 
the dotted lines first. Then cut all the solid lines second. Don’t cut the 
red end lines. Pull apart and you have a hole big enough to step through 
in the paper.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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	 3.	 Have class members think about an impossible situation they may be 
facing in their life right now.

	 4.	 Spend time praying as a class for those who are facing seemingly impos-
sible circumstances in their lives. Praise God for making the impossible 
possible in so many areas of our life when we put our trust in Him.

Guide Bible Study

	 5.	 Read Luke 1:26–28. Have class members answer the following ques-
tions:

		  •	 How does God’s message come unexpectedly?

		  •	 Am I attentive to God in the ordinary moments in life?

		  •	 How does God speak to me?

	 6.	 Use material from the sidebar “Biblical Betrothal” from the Study Guide 
to explain the angel Gabriel’s miraculous message to Mary. Ask class 
members the following questions:

		  •	 What obstacles would Mary face because of her betrothal?

		  •	 How would she be treated by Joseph, by family, and by friends?

		  •	 How can we trust God in what seems like impossible circumstances?

	 7.	 Read Luke 1:29–31. Ask class members the following questions.

		  •	 What things in life cause us to be greatly troubled?

		  •	 What does it mean by being found in favor with God?

		  •	 How can we be found as having favor with God?

	 8.	 Read Luke 1:32–37. Have class members share a time they had a “how 
will this be” moment with God? Ask the class if it is wrong to question 
God when we are faced with a life-changing decision.
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	 9.	 Read Luke 1:38. Use material from the sidebar “She Said Yes!” from the 
Study Guide to explain Mary’s faith and trust in God through her answer 
to Gabriel. Have class members answer the following questions.

		  •	 Can I truly say, “May your word to me be fulfilled”?

		  •	 What would full surrender to God look like in my life right now?

		  •	 How can I be a servant to God? 

Encourage Application

	 10.	 If living in an area that can have natural disasters, a preparedness check-
list is good to have around—what to do before, what to do during, and 
what to do after. Ask the class the following questions:

		  •	� What types of things would you find on a storm or disaster prepared-
ness checklist?

		  •	� What types of things would you find on a spiritual preparedness 
checklist?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 11.	 Have class members share ideas of what would be on a spiritual pre-
paredness checklist?

	 12.	 Have class members reflect on the ideas and ask, How can you implement 
one of the items on your spiritual preparedness checklist in your spiritual 
journey this week?

	 13.	 Close in prayer, asking God to help our hearts be prepared to receive His 
message this week. Make us attentive to those in our lives who may be 
facing impossible situations. Help us to provide prayer and support to 
those individuals in their time of trouble.
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FOCAL TEXT

Luke 1:57–80
BACKGROUND

Luke 3:2–6; Isaiah 40:3–5

The Prophet 
Who Will 
Prepare the Way

MAIN IDEA

The people had long yearned for a 
Messiah, yet they were unprepared 
for His arrival. God would send John 
the Baptist to prepare the people.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How can I help others prepare to 
receive Jesus?

TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand the 
passion Zechariah had for God in his 
song of response to his son’s birth

BIBLE
TEACHING 

GUIDE 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

John’s birth and Zechariah’s song completed the story begun in 1:5–25. An 
angel named Gabriel turned Zechariah’s life upside down by announcing 
that Zechariah’s wife Elizabeth would have a child despite her old age (1:13). 
Zechariah doubted the angel’s word noting they were both advanced in years. 
In response to Zechariah’s doubt, Gabriel silenced Zechariah until the words 
of his angelic prophecy had come true.

For nine months, Zechariah silently watched as his wife Elizabeth grew 
large with child. For nine months, he likely reflected on the angel’s prophecy 
about his miraculous child. John would be a prophet like Elijah who turned 
the people back to God in preparation for the coming of the Lord (1:15–17). 
For nine months, Zechariah likely searched the Scriptures for more indi-
cations of just who his child would become and what God might be doing 
through these extraordinary events.

When the angel finally released Zechariah’s tongue after the birth and 
naming of the child, Zechariah’s lips poured forth in praise. Zechariah’s song, 
inspired by the Holy Spirit and stirred by the people’s yearning for salvation, 
helped others begin to ponder the nature of God’s work in this baby boy and 
the One to whom John would later point.

As you study this passage, take note of the many places that Zechari-
ah’s song connects with Old Testament themes. How do you think his nine 
months of silent reflection affected his study of God’s Word and his own an-
ticipation of the birth of John?

Interpreting the Scriptures

The Birth of John the Baptist (1:57–66)

1:57–58. Zechariah’s muteness and Elizabeth’s seclusion may mean that 
the neighbors encountered the birth of John as a surprise. They reacted by 
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sharing in the couple’s joy. Joy is a theme that runs throughout Luke’s infan-
cy narratives (1:14, 64; 2:10, 14, 28).

The verb translated “had shown her great mercy” can also be translated 
“magnify,” the same verb Mary used to praise the Lord (1:46).

1:59–61. Usually, the head of the household performed the circumcision 
on the eighth day, but there are ancient accounts of women conducting the 
procedure. Circumcision ceremonies included the larger community.

Boys were usually named for a father or grandfather. When the neighbors 
asked if the boy will be named after Zechariah, Elizabeth responded with an 
emphatic, “No!” Apparently, Zechariah had communicated to Elizabeth the 
angel’s instructions concerning John’s name.

1:61–63. The neighbors refused to accept Elizabeth’s name as the final 
word. The right to name belonged to the father. That they communicated 
with Zechariah with gestures suggests the angel had struck him mute and 
deaf.

The neighbors were astonished that Zechariah confirmed the unusual 
name. Their surprise may have been at his firmness. “His name is John” in-
dicates that the name had already been given. They may have been surprised 
that he agreed with his wife seemingly abdicating the father’s right to name 
the child to the mother.

1:64. The word translated “Immediately” is one of Luke’s favorites, sixteen 
of its eighteen uses in the New Testament occur in Luke or Acts.

Zechariah’s doubt led to his silence (1:20). Zechariah’s tongue served as 
an exclamation mark that everything the angel foretold had come to pass. 
Zechariah responded with praise.

1:65–66. The word translated “awe” can also be translated “fear.” It indi-
cates the neighbors understood they have had an encounter with divine ac-
tivity. That included both Zechariah’s healing, but also the birth of John to 
his aged parents.
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“Were talking” implies that the talk about these things did not die down 
quickly. People kept talking about them.

What the NIV translates as “wondered about” is more literally “laid them 
up in their hearts” (ESV). The people knew that John was special, but they 
could only wonder as to what would become of him. They could tell, even in 
his childhood, that God’s hand was upon John.

Zechariah’s Song: Stanza One (1:67–75)

1:67. Prophesying involves more kinds of speech than simply predicting the 
future, though that element is present in Zechariah’s psalm of praise. The key 
to prophesy is a Spirit led word from the Lord.

1:68. The opening phrase of the psalm echoes a number of Scriptures (1 
Samuel 25:32; 1 Kings 1:48; Psalm 41:13). Zechariah praised God because 
He “has come to his people and redeemed them.” Zechariah referred to what 
God had already started with John’s birth, but also likely had in mind all that 
would occur as a result. God had not completed His saving work, but in Zech-
ariah’s mind it was as good as done now that God had begun to act in such a 
mighty way.

1:69–71. Zechariah spoke not of his son, but of the coming Messiah as in-
dicated by the language about the “house of his servant David.” The horn 
was used as a metaphor for a strong and powerful leader and had Davidic 
connotations (Psalm 132:17). The psalmist described God as a “horn of my 
salvation” (Psalm 18:2).

“As he said through his holy prophets of long ago” anticipates Acts 3:21. 
This phrase has a liturgical sound and may have been part of an early Chris-
tian hymn or creed.

Salvation is defined in political terms as deliverance from enemies. The 
language recalls Psalm 106:10.

1:72–73. The verb translated “to show mercy” by the NIV is less about for-
giveness than it is covenant faithfulness of blessing. This theme is confirmed 
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by the next two phrases, which speak of God remembering the covenant and 
the oath He made to Abraham. The covenant was an act of mercy or kind-
ness that God bestowed on His people. By keeping the covenant, He showed 
continued kindness to those to whom He made the initial promise (Genesis 
22:16–18).

1:74–75. Like in verse 71, salvation involves rescue from the hands of ene-
mies. Here, the purpose of that rescue is made clear: so the people can serve 
God without fear in holiness and righteousness all of their days. “To serve” 
initially meant to serve God in a priestly capacity, but it came to have a more 
general meaning.

Zechariah’s Song: Stanza Two (1:76–79)

1:76–77. Zechariah’s song turned to John, “my child.” Contrast John as a 
“prophet of the Most High God” and Jesus as “the Son of the Most High God” 
(1:32). The description of John’s task draws from Isaiah 40:3, which is used 
in Luke 3:4–6 to describe John’s ministry. The same concept of preparation 
shows up in Malachi 3:1.

“Lord” may refer to the coming Messiah or to God. Christians came to 
understand that Jesus was both.

John prepared the way for the Lord by giving people “the knowledge of 
salvation,” a phrase unique to this verse. Here it is clear that salvation in-
volves more than deliverance from enemies (1:71, 74), it also involves the 
forgiveness of sin. John’s baptism was “for the forgiveness of sins” (3:3).

1:78–79. “The tender mercy” is literally the bowels or guts of a person or 
animal. Because feelings often produce a sensation in the gut, this part of the 
body became a metaphor for compassion.

God’s compassion is bringing a new day to God’s people via a divine visi-
tation. Notice the “rising sun” originates in Heaven.

This light will deliver God’s people from darkness (see Isaiah 8:19-22 for 
a gloomy picture of God’s people walking in darkness and Isaiah 9:2 for the 
corresponding promise of a new day).
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“The path of peace” may be an allusion to Isaiah 59:8.

Epilogue (1:80)

Luke noted both John’s and Jesus’ physical and spiritual growth (2:40).
“Lived in the wilderness” indicates that John lived his life in secret before 

entering into his public ministry.

Focusing on the Meaning

John’s birth reminds us that God’s work of salvation is something He brings 
to us. Gabriel made the promise that Elizabeth would give birth to a son, 
and she did. Zechariah’s doubts played a role in his own involvement with 
the miracle, but they did not stop the miracle. The truth is, God’s work often 
outstrips our ability to comprehend it.

On one level, Zechariah’s nine months of silence was a punishment for 
disbelief. On another level, it was a gift, providing him with the time and si-
lence necessary to catch up to what God was doing. I imagine he spent much 
of the time genuinely reflecting upon God’s work in Israel’s history and now 
in his own family’s life.

Once Gabriel set Zechariah’s lips free, his praise revealed a heart in tune 
with the Spirit’s work in the world. Far from just a prayer of thanksgiving for 
the birth of a son, Zechariah’s song revealed a deep understanding of God’s 
ultimate aims for His people including the fact that John’s purpose was to 
point people not toward himself but to God.

Our families do not stand out quite like Zechariah and Elizabeth’s. Nev-
ertheless, God calls all of us to point people to Jesus. What do the songs we 
sing say about what we believe God is doing in the world? How might greater 
reflection on the stories of the Bible shape our praise? What promise of God 
is currently difficult for you to believe? How might you create a season of 
silence to create room for reflection and renewed belief?
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Direct students to the Main Idea of our lesson and share how the people 
were unprepared for the arrival of the Messiah. Say, This lesson will help 
us be prepared to receive a word from Jesus in our own life. It will also help us 
prepare others we encounter to receive Jesus.

Teacher Tip: One, the first one to arrive in the classroom is in charge. Try 
to be the first one in the room. Second, people attend where they have been 
prepared for, cared for, and prayed for.

	 2.	 How do you prepare to teach? Explain to the class what you do to pre-
pare the lesson each week. You are helping get people ready to receive 
the gospel message by preparing.

			   Ask your class members how they could prepare for Bible study each 
week? Possible answers could include:

		  •	� Studying the lesson before class each week will help me prepare for 
what God wants to say to me.

		  •	� Taking time to meet and talk with people will help me in my relation-
ship with God.

		  •	� Learning Scripture will help me to prepare.

		  •	� Attending class when it is possible will help me to prepare.

	 3.	 How does your class care for people? Brainstorm ideas that your class is 
doing or can start to do that can help provide care for others. Write the 
answers on a marker board.

	 4.	 Open in prayer, asking God to let us begin preparation in our own 
hearts as we seek to grow closer in our relationship with Christ. Pray, 
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Give us opportunities to be available to others and help them receive the care 
and love of Christ through our actions and our words.

Guide Bible Study

	 5.	 Provide a short summary of lesson 1, reminding students about Ga-
briel’s visit to Zechariah and his response to the angel. Because of his 
doubt, Zechariah would be unable to speak.

	 6.	 Read Luke 1:57–66. Using background from this Teaching Guide sec-
tion “The Birth of John the Baptist” explain how boys were named in 
that day. Zechariah was faithful to God and remembered the word of 
the angel Gabriel. He went home and communicated to Elizabeth they 
would have a son, and they should name him John. Divide the class into 
groups of 3–4 and have them answer the following questions:

		  •	� Why was choosing to name the child John rather than a family name 
important?

		  •	� What does this show about Zechariah and Elizabeth?

		  •	� What happens to Zechariah when he confirms the name?

		  •	� How does the crowd react when Zechariah is able to speak?

		  •	� What is the response of the people throughout the hill country of 
Judea about this child?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 7.	 Using the sidebar “Magnificat and Benedictus” in the Study Guide, lead 
students in a discussion on the psalms composed by Mary and Zecha-
riah. Share the various themes of the songs which include joy, praise 
to God, redemption, restoration, and salvation that is to come in Jesus 
Christ.

			   Have the class form small groups and answer the following about the 
songs:
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		  •	� Location the song takes place

		  •	� Themes

		  •	� Christian traits displayed

		  •	� Actions it teaches us to include in prayer

		  •	� Response of those who hear

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 8.	 Read Luke 1:67–79. Zechariah’s song of thanksgiving is called the Bene-
dictus. He uttered this at the circumcision on the eighth day after John 
was born. Have class members work together in groups of 4–6 to write 
at least a four-line song, poem, or prayer of thanksgiving for blessings 
received. Give them 3–5 minutes to complete the assignment. Then 
have groups share their work with the class.

Encourage Application

	 9.	 Encourage class members to spend time this week and journal about 
Luke 1:57–80. Read the Scripture. Spend time in prayer. Write out a 
prayer to God. Write down your thoughts on the passage. Provide the 
following questions as a handout to be used in the class members’ per-
sonal devotional time.

		  •	� What has God promised me that I struggle to believe?

		  •	� What can I learn from Zechariah’s journey?

		  •	� In what way can I help someone prepare to receive the gospel today?

		  •	� What is the “song” in my heart for God right now?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 10.	 Take the list of ideas the class can do to provide care for class members 
and choose one that your class can start in the coming weeks. Come up 
with an action plan and ask for volunteers that can implement the idea.
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	 11.	 Close in prayer, praying for our trust in God’s timing and promises that 
He gives to us. Ask God to help each person be a faithful witness in their 
life this week.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Discuss with the class ways that you prepare for a trip? Prepare for a 
test? Prepare for a project at work?

	 2.	 Have the class make a list of two things:

		  •	� What can we do to prepare the way for the Lord in our own life?

		  •	� How can we prepare the way to help others receive Jesus?

	 3.	T﻿h e time to prepare is now. Do you have a testimony you can share with 
others to help them know Jesus? Before the class, ask a volunteer to 
share their testimony. Explain to the class what should be included in a 
testimony:

		  •	� My life before I asked Christ to be my Savior

		  •	� My conversion story

		  •	� What Christ is doing in my life today

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 4.	 Open in prayer, using the words of Zechariah’s song including praising 
God for the salvation He brings to us through Christ and the forgive-
ness of our sins. Praise God for His tender mercy for us and ask that 
God will guide our steps in the path of peace.
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Guide Bible Study

	 5.	 Enlist two volunteers to read Luke 1:46–55 (Mary’s Magnificat) and 
Luke 1:67–79 (Zechariah’s Benedictus). On a marker board, show two 
columns with each song being a heading. Compare and contrast the two 
songs of praise by asking the group these questions:

		  •	� What was Mary praising God for?

		  •	� What was Zechariah praising God for?

		  •	� What do these songs show about their commitment to God?

		  •	� What are key words that tell what God will do for His people?

		  •	� What can we learn about speaking with God from these songs?

	 6.	 Read Luke 1:67–75. Using information from the Teaching Guide, explain 
that stanza one of Zechariah’s song was concerning the coming Messi-
ah. Have class members answer the following questions:

		  •	� What has God done for us? Be ready to explain the meaning of re-
demption. It is a term that means to buy back or pay the price for 
something to regain possession of that item. God redeemed us by 
giving us His Son, Jesus, to pay the price for our sins, which allowed 
us to be restored in our relationship with God.

		  •	� What will the Messiah bring to us?

		  •	� In what ways can Zechariah’s song give us hope today?

	 7.	 Read Luke 1:76–79. Using information from the Teaching Guide, explain 
that stanza two now turns Zechariah’s focus to his child, John. Have 
class members answer the following questions:

		  •	� What will be John’s purpose?

		  •	� What is the difference in salvation in stanza two compared to stanza 
one?

		  •	� What was the message John was to preach?
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	 8.	 Zechariah and Elizabeth had waited a long time for the birth of a child. 
Have class members share responses to the following questions:

		  •	� Have you ever waited a long time for something you hoped for?

		  •	� What happened when it finally came to pass?

		  •	� What was your response?

Encourage Application

	 9.	 Using the sidebar “The Gospel Of Peace” in the Study Guide and Luke 
1:67–79, have the class help you write a joy filled prayer to praise God 
and to ask Him for divine blessing, help, guidance, and peace. An ex-
ample for a line of the prayer can be taken from the Doxology hymn, 
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” Write out the prayer on a 
marker board.

	 10.	 Ask class members how we can “prepare the way” for the Lord in our 
daily lives? Possible answers include:

		  •	� Being faithful to God.

		  •	� Being obedient to God.

		  •	� Showing the love of Christ to all you encounter.

		  •	� Sharing with family and others what God has done for you.

	 11.	 Close the session in prayer by having the class say the four line prayer 
you have written on the marker board in unison.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Our culture values youth above almost all things. We highlight the opinions 
and the shopping habits of the young, and shun anything that is outdated or 
old. People spend untold amounts of money in vain attempts to keep looking 
young and stay relevant.

The ancient world was different. The Law demanded that people “Stand 
up in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your 
God” (Leviticus 19:32). People considered those who lived to a ripe old age 
blessed by God. Age was often equated with wisdom. Job once asked, “Is not 
wisdom found among the aged? Does not long life bring understanding?” 
(Job 12:12).

The wisdom gained by Simeon and Anna through years of waiting includ-
ed the need to remain vigilant to the inbreaking of God’s divine activity. How 
many days and nights had they spent praying in the Temple for God to come 
and save His people? How many families had come and gone in the Temple 
courts over those years. How many babies had they blessed and wondered “Is 
this the One we have been waiting for?” only to hear no word from the Lord.

A long journey with God provided them the wisdom needed to keep on 
watching for God to show up no matter how long it took. They had learned 
that while God does not operate according to our schedules, He is never late. 
Because they waited patiently and faithfully, they heard the Spirit’s voice as 
Mary and Joseph presented Jesus in the Temple courts—“This is the One!”

Interpreting the Scriptures

Jesus’ Circumcision and Mary’s Purification (2:21–24)

2:21. Circumcision was the rite that served as the sign of the covenant be-
tween God and His people (Genesis 17:1-27). Circumcision set God’s people 
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apart from their pagan neighbors. It was one of the few acts permissible on 
the Sabbath. The ceremony was a joyful one and involved family and friends.

Jesus’ naming and circumcision parallel that of John (Luke 1:59–63), al-
though there is less fanfare surrounding Jesus’ naming.

2:22–24. The family’s visit to the Temple was a separate event from His 
circumcision. It involved two events, which Luke merged into one story. The 
first involved Mary’s purification. A woman was ceremonially unclean for 7 
days after the birth. She then remained at home for another 33 days. Forty 
days after the birth she offered a sacrifice at the Nicanor Gate on the east of 
the court of Women (see Leviticus 12:1–8). The sacrifice of two doves as a 
burnt offering fits with the cleansing of a mother after childbirth (Leviticus 
12:6).

Secondly, Jesus was presented or consecrated to the Lord (2:23). Jewish 
families often offered a ransom price as a way of offering and then redeeming 
a child to the service of God (Exodus 13:2, 12, 15). This ransom price could 
be paid to a priest in any location. In the case of Jesus, no redemption price 
was paid. That, along with Jesus’s presentation at the Temple, indicates that 
Mary and Joseph simply consecrated Him to the service of God.

Luke emphasized the “Law of the Lord” as a way of highlighting the pious 
character of Mary and Joseph.

Simeon and Jesus (2:25–32)

2:25. The stories of Anna and Simeon speak of two people, one female and 
one male, awaiting the consolation of Israel. Their dual witness to Jesus’ mes-
sianic calling meets the Law’s requirements for establishing a valid testimony 
(Deuteronomy 19:15).

Simeon was a common name in Judaism. He was righteous like Zecha-
riah (1:6). He was devout or godly (Acts 2:5; 8:2; 22:12). The “consolation of 
Israel” is another way of speaking of the coming messianic age. All pious Jews 
hoped for this day (Isaiah 49:13; 52:9).

Luke provided no genealogy for Simeon as he did for Anna (2:36–37). He 
did note Simeon’s filling with the Holy Spirit three separate times (2:25–27).
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2:26–27. The Holy Spirit had previously informed Simeon that he would 
not die before seeing the Lord’s Messiah. It is also the Holy Spirit who moved 
Simeon to recognize Jesus as the child for whom he had been waiting.

Luke’s emphasis upon Mary and Joseph’s meeting the Law’s require-
ments concerning Jesus combined with his emphasis upon Simeon’s Spir-
it-led prophecy highlights that both the Law and the Prophets bear witness 
to Jesus as the coming Messiah.

2:28. The verb translated “took” is not the normal Greek word for “to take” 
but a less common word that has connections to the verb for waiting in 2:25. 
Simeon received the baby Jesus into his arms. He likewise received the con-
solation of Israel.

2:29. Simeon’s song is the final hymn of the infancy narrative. It is pure 
doxology. God vindicated Simeon’s long and faithful season of waiting, and 
he responded with praise.

2:30–32. The word translated “salvation” is a variant of the word normally 
used in the New Testament. Of the four uses of this word in the New Testa-
ment, one occurs here. Another ends the Luke-Acts saga in Paul’s final word 
about Jesus (Acts 28:28) creating bookend testimonies about the salvation 
Jesus brings.

In “seeing” the baby Jesus, Simeon saw all that God was going to do to 
bring salvation to the ends of the earth. This universal reach of God’s redemp-
tion draws heavily from the book of Isaiah (40:5; 42:6; 46:13; 49:6; 52:9–10).

Luke firmly believed that Jesus is the Jewish Messiah and that the work 
He accomplished is for the “glory of [God’s] people Israel.” Luke understood 
that saving work to include the Gentiles. God has done what He has done in 
Israel “in the sight of all nations” for the purpose of bringing a light to all the 
peoples of the earth.

Simeon and Mary (2:33–35)

2:33. Mary and Joseph marveled at the prophecy. This was the first time 
they learned about Jesus’ global significance.
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2:34. Normally, a priest would bless the child. Simeon sang a hymn of praise 
over the baby and then turned and blessed the mother. The blessing was a 
difficult one. This One who will be a light to the Gentiles will cause conflict 
among His own people. Drawing on Isaiah’s prophecy to Ahaz, Simeon’s 
words anticipated the truth that many in Israel will reject Jesus (Isaiah 8:14–
15). The offense that Simeon predicted will follow wherever the gospel goes. 
The same word is used at the end of Acts to record the Jews taking offense to 
the gospel being preached in Rome (Acts 28:22)

2:35. Jesus will divide families over their opinion of Him (Luke 12:51–53; 
Matthew 10:34–36). Mary’s own heart will also be pierced. The Greek empha-
sizes the word “your” highlighting the very personal grief that Mary would 
experience as a result of her son’s messianic calling.

Anna and Jesus (2:36–38)

2:36–37. Luke identified Anna as a prophet. Her presence recalls a number 
of female Old Testament prophets including Miriam (Exodus 15:20-21), Deb-
orah (Judges 4:4), and Huldah (2 Kings 22:14). Anna’s prophecy anticipated 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on God’s “sons and daughters” (Acts 2:17).

Luke described her as being “very old.” While the Greek can be read to 
mean that she had been a widow for 84 years, the more likely interpretation 
is that she was 84 years old. A woman who remained a widow and gave her 
life to God in perpetual devotion was considered to be an especially pious 
person. Anna actively yearned for the redemption of Israel through perpetual 
“fasting and praying.”

2:38. When Simeon saw Jesus, he announced that he could now die in peace 
(2:29). Anna appeared to come alive at the sight of Jesus. She erupted in 
thanksgiving to God and apparently went throughout the Temple courts 
talking about Jesus to others who longed for Jerusalem’s redemption. The 
shepherds also shared with others the good news they had discovered in Je-
sus (Luke 2:17-18).
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Focusing on Meaning

Luke filled his infancy stories with pious Jews like Zechariah and Elizabeth, 
Mary and Joseph, and Simeon and Anna. Every step of the way, these faithful 
Jews did their best to follow the Law and to stay hopeful that God would in-
deed redeem His people. Their faithfulness was not the reason God acted, but 
their piety did put them in a position to hear a word from the Lord. Simeon 
and Anna are prime examples of this. Their faithful service to God kept their 
souls well positioned to hear the Holy Spirit’s voice.

Hearing the good news about Jesus is only part of the story. Those who 
hear must believe. Those who believe must share what they have witnessed 
with others. The good news is that the same Spirit that helps us to recognize 
Jesus as the Messiah empowers us to be ambassadors of His kingdom wher-
ever we go. Luke began his gospel story in the Temple courts, but by the end 
of Acts, Spirit-empowered believers were taking the gospel throughout the 
Roman Empire.

As these believers went out among the world, they found all manner of 
people who yearned for salvation. Just like those Anna shared with in the 
Temple courts, there are people across the globe who recognize the world is 
not as it should be. They are looking for a Savior even if they do not put it in 
those terms. Even our culture’s obsession with staying young is an attempt, 
though a vain one, to find eternal life. How might we, like Simeon and Anna, 
bear witness to the good news that Jesus is God’s answer to our yearning for 
everlasting life?
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Begin class by having students think of people in your church who have 
been spiritual mentors for them. People whom they consider are faith-
ful and obedient to God. Have some names of people you would con-
sider as an example in your own life to share with the class. Enlist an 
older member of your church to speak with your class. They could be a 
long time Bible study leader, a deacon, a retired missionary, or retired 
pastor that is a part of your church family. You could have them give a 
testimony and talk about a time they had to wait on God’s timing.

	 2.	 Direct the class to the lesson’s Main Idea. What are some of God’s prom-
ises He provides to us? Today we will learn about Simeon and Anna in the 
Temple. Their example of waiting faithfully can challenge and encourage us 
in our spiritual journey.

	 3.	 Open the class in prayer by praising God for the faithful men and wom-
en in our church family who, through their testimony, provide us an 
example of serving God all the days of their life.

Guide Bible Study

	 4.	 Give a summary of our previous lesson on the naming of John the Bap-
tist found in Luke 1:57–63. Then read Luke 2:21–24 for the class. Using 
material from this Teaching Guide explain to the class about Jesus’ fam-
ily visiting the Temple on two different occasions. Ask the class what 
similarities and differences are found in the two accounts.

	 5.	 Form discussion groups of 3–4 people and have them come up with an-
swers to the following questions from the sidebar “Honoring God at 
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Home” in the Study Guide. Please be sensitive to classrooms that have 
single adults present.

		  •	� What are ways you currently show your family and friends that you 
honor God in your home?

		  •	� How can I proclaim the good news of Jesus’ arrival to my friends, 
family, and neighbors?

	 6.	 Read Luke 2:25–28, 36–38. Have the class stay in their groups and have 
students find similarities and differences in Simeon and Anna. Give the 
groups the following questions to answer. Allow time for groups to re-
spond at the end.

		  •	� What difference do you see between Simeon and Anna?

		  •	� What similarities do you see in Simeon and Anna?

		  •	� What spiritual traits did each have?

		  •	� What other traits are mentioned?

		  •	� What was their response when they noticed Joseph, Mary, and Je-
sus?

		  •	� Have you ever had a time where you were waiting on God?

		  •	� Have the group read 2 Peter 3:8–9. How do these verses apply to us 
when we find ourselves waiting on God’s promises?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 7.	 Read Luke 2:29–35. Simeon’s blessing is a song of praise to God. Ex-
plain the words of the song to God and the blessing of Mary using the 
Teaching Guide. Ask students the following questions?

		  •	� Why was Simeon at peace now?

		  •	� What does the song reveal about Jesus’ mission?

		  •	� What challenges does Jesus’ mission pose to the Jewish expectations 
of what a Messiah should be?

		  •	� How has Jesus been a light to you in times of darkness and waiting?
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		  •	� How was Jesus opposed during His life and ministry?

		  •	� What is meant by “a sword will pierce your own soul too” in Luke 
2:35?

Encourage Application

	 8.	 Encourage students to keep a prayer journal. Have two columns on your 
paper. One for “requests” and then date it. Have another column for 
“answers” where you can go back and praise God for an answer and put 
the date on it as well.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 9.	 Close in prayer, praising God for the salvation He gave to us through His 
Son, Jesus Christ, a salvation for all who believe.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 As students arrive, tell them to think of places where they find them-
selves waiting. Examples of areas could be doctors’ offices, stores, 
restaurants, traffic. Have students share their answers. Next, ask stu-
dents to share about something they had to wait a long time to see take 
place.

			   After the discussion, explain that today’s lesson introduces us to Sim-
eon. Say, Simeon waited his whole life for something to take place. He was 
promised he would see the Messiah. Our lesson today is about the fulfillment 
of that promise. Simeon’s faithfulness and obedience to God can challenge us 
to be faithful when we find ourselves waiting for God’s promises in our own 
lives.
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	 2.	 Lead in prayer, praising God that He has provided a light of revelation 
to us through His Son, Jesus Christ.

Guide Bible Study

	 3.	 Read Luke 2:21–24. Use material from this Teaching Guide to share with 
the class about why Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple in 
Jerusalem on two separate occasions. Have the class read Luke 1:57–
63 about the birth of John the Baptist. Compare and contrast the two 
Scripture passages together as a class.

	 4.	 Read Luke 2:25–28. Speak to the class about how Simeon was waiting 
on God and God’s timing. Use the Teaching Guide to share comments 
about what the word “consolation” means in this passage. Have the 
class answer the following questions:

		  •	� Do you ever question the timing of God’s promises in your life?

		  •	� God promises us He hears our prayers. Why is it so difficult to wait 
for an answer to prayer?

		  •	� What are some of God’s promises that have been fulfilled for all of 
us?

		  •	� When and how does the Holy Spirit move in our lives?

		  •	� Does someone want to share about a time they recently felt moved 
by the Holy Spirit?

		  •	� What did Simeon do when he recognized Jesus?

	 5.	 Read Luke 2:29–35 and using the section “Witness #1—Simeon” from 
the Study Guide take time to explain to the class Simeon’s praise to God 
and Simeon’s words to Joseph and Mary.

	 6.	 Read Luke 2:36–38 and comments from this Teaching Guide in the “Anna 
and Jesus” section to explain about Anna. Form discussion groups of 
3–4 people and have them answer the following questions:

		  •	� What spiritual traits did Anna have?
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		  •	� What spiritual traits help bring you closer to God?

		  •	� What does it mean to fast?

		  •	� Share a time when you fasted?

		  •	� What does the word redemption mean?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 7.	 Focus on the material from the sidebar “Generations for Jesus” in the 
Study Guide. What generations are represented in your class. Have stu-
dents share opportunities that your church provides for intergenera-
tional activities.

	 8.	 Using material from “Witness #2—Anna, the Prophet” in the Study 
Guide, describe the work of Anna as a prophet and the biblical examples 
of other women in the Old and New Testaments. Both men and women 
have an active role in proclaiming the good news of Jesus.

Encourage Application

	 9.	 Challenge students with the following questions:

		  •	� Simeon and Anna both recognized Jesus as the Messiah. What helps 
you recognize God’s work in your life?

		  •	� Where can I proclaim the message of Jesus’ arrival this week?

		  •	� How will I proclaim the good news of Jesus’ arrival?

		  •	� What group of “outsiders” (like the Gentiles) am I being called to 
bring light to today?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for the study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 10.	 Close in prayer, asking God to help us proclaim the good news of Jesus 
Christ with a spirit of power and boldness and give us opportunities to 
share with those people we encounter this week.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Luke 4:14–30 recounts Jesus’ return to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, His 
public teaching in the Galilean synagogues, and His bold self-declaration in 
His hometown of Nazareth. Central to this narrative is His reading from the 
scroll of Isaiah. The crowd initially listened in amazement only to turn hostile 
when the full implications of His message became apparent. This rejection 
in Nazareth prefigures later patterns of acceptance and rejection in the early 
church.

Nazareth was a small village in the hills of Lower Galilee and near the 
Jezreel Valley. Like the inhabitants in most small towns, the people gossiped. 
Secrets were impossible to keep. Mary’s unwed1 pregnancy with Jesus no 
doubt fed the gossipers with fodder. One can only imagine the rumors. When 
Mary and Joseph returned to the village of Nazareth with a little boy, gossip 
may have flared up again.

Joseph and Jesus, who were construction workers, probably sought work 
outside the small town. Jesus attended the local synagogue regularly. People 
watched Him mature as a polite, kind, intelligent, religious young man. Even-
tually, He left the small village. In the present Lukan narrative, He returned 
to Nazareth as part of His Early Galilean ministry.

Interpreting the Scriptures

Jesus’ Popular Return to Galilee (4:14–15)

4:14. The text refers to Jesus’ renown. Luke indicated that Jesus’ teaching in 
the synagogues came as a result of His fame and not that His teaching in the 
synagogues made Him famous. The first indication of the content of Jesus’ 
teaching comes in verses 16–30.
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Jesus’ return “in the power of the Spirit” underscores His teachings 
are not merely human discourses but are divinely energized. Jesus’ acclaim 
spread “through all the surrounding region” indicating Jesus’ reputation 
grew even before He spoke publicly in the Nazareth synagogue.

4:15. Jesus’ teaching in the synagogues received “praise.” This response of 
“praise” is significant because it occurs within institutions that had long de-
fined religious truth and Jewish national identity. The gospel of Luke does 
not identify which synagogues Jesus visited in Galilee. Jesus did not mere-
ly add to the established repertoire of interpretations; He reinterpreted and 
transformed them. The “praise” Jesus initially received in the Galilean syna-
gogues eventually led to the religious opposition He later encountered.

Jesus’ Sermon in Nazareth (4:16–30)

4:16. Nazareth provided a critical backdrop for the unfolding drama. The 
verse emphasizes both Jesus’ familiarity with Nazareth and His custom of 
regularly attending synagogue. The expressions “as was His custom” and “on 
the Sabbath day” are Lukan (Acts 17:2).

Luke’s report is succinct: Jesus “entered” and He “stood.” The act of 
standing up to read in the synagogue was part of the liturgical practice in a 
synagogue. Standing was an assertion of religious authority by the one who 
read.

4:17. The scroll of Isaiah “was given to Him” from the synagogue attendant. 
The prophet Isaiah was a wellspring of messianic hope and expectation in 
first-century Judaism.

The act of “unrolling” the scroll was important because the words it con-
tained were viewed as inspired.

The phrase “found the place where it was written” has given rise to two 
interpretations: (1) Jesus selected the passage or (2) Jesus unrolled the scroll 
to the selected passage of the day. Whether the passage was Jesus’ deliberate 
selection or the scheduled reading is not clear.2
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4:18a. Jesus read from the text of Isaiah 61:1–2a. The quotation found in 
Luke’s gospel is from the Septuagint. The Septuagint contains a free trans-
lation of the Hebrew text into Greek, and Luke’s quotation is a rather free 
reading of the Septuagint text.3

Jesus read the passage as though it spoke specifically of Him. The text, 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,” was not a mere statement of fact; it was a 
powerful claim to divine empowerment and messianic authority.

The expression “He anointed Me” indicates that Jesus was not a self-ap-
pointed prophet but “anointed” by Yahweh.4 The Hebrew verb “anointed” 
mašîah is the root of the noun “messiah” māšah. Jesus claimed that God 
“anointed” Him and, therefore, He claimed the title “messiah” for Himself.

The phrase “to bring good news to the poor” indicates His message was 
one of good news (“gospel”). It was addressed to the “poor,” who were the 
marginalized and oppressed. Jesus’ message inverted societal hierarchies by 
giving voice to the voiceless. The Messiah was not coming as a conquering 
warrior but as one who empowers and liberates the oppressed.

4:18b. Verse 18b lists specific acts that defined Jesus’ messianic mission. 
Each phrase resonates with both physical and spiritual liberation.

The term “release” means to “free,” “liberate,” or “pardon” an individual 
from guilt or punishment (Luke 5:20–21, 23–25; 6:37–38; 24:47; etc.). It also 
evokes the Old Testament Year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25), when debts were 
forgiven, and slaves were freed.

The expression “recovery of sight to the blind” is as much about physical 
healing as it is about spiritual liberation. The reference to “blind” encompass-
es all forms of ritual uncleanness. Within first-century Judaism, individuals 
who had certain physical issues—blind, lame, deaf, etc.—were considered 
unclean and not welcome in holy places.

The “oppressed” refers to the downtrodden, the broken, the outcast 
(Luke 7:22).

Jesus stopped reading in the middle of verse 2 before the section on judg-
ment, which He included in later sermons. His application of Isaiah 61:1–2a 
signaled the kingdom of God brings holistic transformation. Jesus disrupted 
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conventional religious ideas of power and social order by extending salvation 
to those typically marginalized by society.

4:19. Verse 19 completed the proclamation with the phrase “the favorable 
year of the Lord.” Traditionally associated with the Hebrew concept of the 
Jubilee, the phrase signifies a time when debts are forgiven, slaves set free, 
and all of creation experiences a renewal under divine blessing (Leviticus 25). 
With this announcement, Jesus declared that the long-awaited time of di-
vine favor and restoration had arrived. The presence of Jesus signaled the 
inauguration of the kingdom of God in which the old orders of power and 
oppression were overturned and replaced by divine compassion and justice. 
The immediacy of the proclamation “today,” as stated in verse 21, challenged 
the audience to recognize that the new era had already begun. God’s salvation 
had arrived.

4:20–21. Verse 20 presents a dramatic pause following the reading. Jesus 
“rolled up the scroll,” i.e., closed the book and returned it to the attendant. 
Taking the posture of a rabbi, Jesus “sat down” and paused for enough time 
to create an atmosphere of intense expectation and focus.

Verses 16–20 form a literary chiasmus—a “Stood up” (4:16), b “was 
handed” (4:17), and c “unrolled” (4:17); c’ “rolled up” (4:20), b’ “gave back” 
(4:20), and a’ “sat down” (4:20).

Verse 21 is the climax of the reading. Jesus used the term “today,” to in-
form those present in the synagogue that the “Messiah” was no longer only 
the object of expectation, but was present in their midst.

The phrase “has been fulfilled” means “to make full,” “filled up with 
meaning,” or “to bring to completion.” Jesus linked Scripture to history and 
prophecy to fulfillment. Additionally, Luke used a Greek expression to indi-
cate that the fulfillment was not just a one-time event, but that the results of 
the fulfillment continued.

God had inaugurated the messianic age with the incarnation. The divine 
plan had begun and continues (Acts 2:16–21). Jesus embodies the culmina-
tion of Old Testament hope, and His ministry inaugurated a new era. The 
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promise of salvation, rest, and renewal was set before the audience as a per-
manent shift in their spiritual landscape.

4:22. The audience’s response varied drastically from wonder to outright 
hostility. At first, they “spoke well” of Jesus. They were “amazed,” which is 
an expression of positive marveling. The text describes Jesus’ words as “gra-
cious.” However, the Greek construction of the first part of the verse could 
be interpreted as “speaking to” or “speaking against” Jesus.5 They soon began 
to say, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” (John 7:15). Some interpret this positive-
ly as a reference to Jesus’ humble origins. However, as used in Mark 6:3, 
the phrase could be interpreted negatively.6 Jesus’ response to this question 
indicates the people did not intend it to be a compliment but a disparaging 
remark.

Misunderstanding the Truth (4:23–24)

4:23. The audience had only gone halfway toward faith (4:22) and had not 
completed the decisive second half. Therefore, Jesus put them to the test by 
using a “proverb,” in the Greek, a “parable.” Ancient Greek7 and Jewish8 lit-
erature contained similar proverbs. The demand by some that Jesus perform 
miracles indicates their skepticism about the reports they had heard.

4:24. The “parable” revealed the tension between God’s plan and the will 
of the people. The expression “truly” is the Greek word amen. Although the 
word generally appeared at the end of a statement, Jesus used it to introduce 
His teachings.

The ambiguous reception Jesus received led to His statement, “no proph-
et is welcome in his hometown.” This statement served as both an explana-
tion and a premonition. It acknowledged a timeless reality that those who 
are closest to a prophet often fail to recognize or accept the message coming 
from someone they believe they already know. Mark 6:4 used the term “hon-
or” instead of “welcome” or “acceptable.” John 4:44 used the verb “honor.” 
As Israel often rejected the prophets, the inhabitants of Nazareth and, later, 
Jerusalem rejected Jesus.9
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Two Biblical Illustrations (4:25–27)

Verses 25–27 relate two stories about two of Israel’s most famous proph-
ets, Elijah (1 Kings 17:8–16) and Elisha (2 Kings 5:1–4). Jesus used these 
two stories concerning non-Jews to illustrate that God will save the believing 
non-Jew over the non-believing Jew. Gentiles received God’s mercy in both 
examples. Salvation had come to those viewed as ritually unclean.

Jesus announced God had anointed Him to proclaim God’s mercy upon 
Gentiles and Jews alike. God’s kingdom will include the “outsiders” even if 
the “insiders” miss the message.

The Wrath of the Nazarenes (4:28–29)

Jesus had come in the power of the Spirit (4:14), but the Nazarenes that day 
were seized by “rage” (4:28). Luke did not explain their reason for the sudden 
change from admiration (4:22) to indignation (4:28).10

The ancient city of Nazareth was not built on a hill. However, Nazareth 
was built within a natural bowl surrounded by hills known as the Nazareth 
Range in Lower Galilee.

4:28. The narrative took a dramatic twist in verse 28. The villagers under-
stood Jesus’ interpretation of Isaiah 61:1–2a. Their reaction was one of col-
lective “rage,” a word that anticipates a judgment. Jesus’ bold reinterpreta-
tion of their traditional expectations and His provocative examples from Old 
Testament history transformed their initial admiration into overt hostility. 
The idea of God’s favor and mercy for anyone except the Jews was a problem 
for them.11

4:29. The final verses of the passage bring the conflict between Jesus and the 
villagers to a head. The “rage” of the villagers escalated from verbal opposition 
to violent action. The Greek verbs in verse 29 indicate swift action—“they 
got up,” they forcefully “drove Him out,” they “brought Him,” to “throw Him 
down.” The imagery here is vivid and raw. Luke’s description meant that the 
leaders of the synagogue and city forced Jesus outside the town.
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They sought to execute Jesus. His message met their criterion of blas-
phemy making Him worthy of death by stoning. The Romans had removed 
capital punishment from the Sanhedrin (John 18:31). However, the New 
Testament contains examples of mob violence with the intent of executing 
an accused individual (John 8:59; Acts 7:54–60). This was the intent of the 
people in Nazareth.

Rushing Jesus from the Nazareth synagogue, the Jewish leaders pushed 
Him to the edge of the city where a pit lay at the bottom of a steep hill. The 
execution process involved pushing the victim from the hilltop into the pit 
full of rocks. The victim would suffer from the fall upon the rocks in the pit; 
and the executioners would hurl stones down from the top of the pit until 
life was beaten from the body with a pile of stones on top of the deceased. 
The gruesome death and pile of stones would serve as a reminder to others to 
avoid conduct resulting in such an execution.

Through the centuries, Christians have identified various hills around 
Nazareth as the true location.

4:30. The statement “but He passed through their midst and went on His 
way” was not Luke’s attempt to present this as a miracle. Jesus had allowed 
the mob to push Him to the edge of the hill. Luke may have simply abbreviat-
ed how Jesus escaped their execution. Or as John wrote about another event, 
“His hour had not yet come” (John 7:30). The reader should avoid speculation 
on how Jesus simply turned and walked away. Jesus simply passed through 
the crowd, untouched. The people stood and watched “Salvation” walk away 
from their lives. How sad.

Focusing on the Meaning

The story places the reader at a crossroads. You stand at the beginning of a 
new time (the year of grace), or you maintain the status quo. One must de-
cide acceptance or rejection.

Jesus had a purpose—to bring God’s love and favor to the ritually un-
clean and the outcasts of His day. His purpose addressed the poor, the cap-
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tives, the blind, the oppressed, and any other class of person looked down 
upon by the religious establishment of His day. This did not mean He turned 
a “blind eye” to sin in their lives. But, just like the widow from Sidon and the 
Syrian leper, repentance and faith assured their acceptance by God.

Being connected to Jesus involves having a purpose of justice and re-
demption for those on the “outside.” Each Christian needs to reevaluate reg-
ularly how one is practicing Jesus’ example.

Unfortunately, Jesus’ message did not meet the expectations of the reli-
gious leaders in Nazareth because of their preconceived theological dogma. 
They had their own interpretations of Isaiah 61, and Jesus did not fit their 
doctrine. How has Jesus failed to meet your expectations? And what was 
your response?

ENDNOTES

	 1	Betrothal did not permit the woman to become pregnant.
	 2	Ray Summers, Commentary on Luke Jesus, the Universal Savior (Waco, TX: 

Word Books, 1972), 57.
	 3	Ibid.
	 4	The Hebrew reading is “Yahweh anointed Me.”
	 5	The gospels of Matthew and John report the same question. It implies “to 

testify against him.”
	 6	See John 7:15.
	 7	Euripides, Incertarum Fabularum Fragmenta, 1086. Stein, Luke, 158.
	 8	Genesis Rabbah 23:4. Stein, Luke, 158.
	 9	For Jesus as a prophet in Luke, see 7:16, 39; 9:8, 19; 13:33; 24:19.
	10	Luke, like Christians through the ages, did not understand the reason that 

Israel did not accept the good news.
	11	Summers, Luke, 58.
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Lesson Plan

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Before class prepare strips of paper with different celebrity’s names on 
them. Place these strips of paper in a hat or cup and have one person 
grab a name out of the hat. Without saying the celebrity’s name, have 
the individual describe things about this person: their accomplish-
ments, field, and characteristics. The rest of the class will attempt to 
guess who the person is based upon the hints given. When the name 
is guessed move on to the next person and repeat. Continue this until 
either all the names are exhausted or until you feel that enough time 
has been spent.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 2.	 Explain that it is often easy for us to look at someone’s life achieve-
ments and know who they are. We can tell a celebrity by the awards they 
have won or by the work that they have accomplished.

	 3.	 Transition to the lesson by explaining that Jesus’ life is recognizable 
just like the celebrities from the game. Introduce the Main Idea for 
the lesson. Say, Isaiah presented a picture of the Messiah long before Jesus 
walked the Earth. Yet, Jesus perfectly fulfilled this prophecy, showing that 
He truly is the Messiah.

Guide Bible Study

	 4.	 Have a student in your class read Luke 4:14–20. Briefly explain the 
background to this passage, that Jesus was just tempted and that He 
had been doing great things all across the surrounding country. Tell 
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your class that Jesus was asked to speak because He was regarded as a 
good teacher, though He would soon reveal Himself as much more.

	 5.	 Have your class discuss what they believe about Jesus using the follow-
ing questions.

		  •	� Who is Jesus?

		  •	� What did Jesus do?

		  •	� Who was the focus of Jesus’ ministry?

		  •	� What is Jesus’ ultimate purpose?

			   After a bit of discussion, either affirm or correct your group’s answers 
with the following truths. Jesus is God’s Son—sent to save all people. He 
came to Earth, did many great miracles, taught many wonderful sermons, 
and He lived a perfect life. Through His death and resurrection Jesus was 
able to accomplish His ultimate purpose of saving the world from our sin and 
afflictions. He came to save the lost, poor, and needy, those who were looking 
for a Savior. He returned to His Father in Heaven, and He will come again to 
Earth for those who have believed in Him.

	 6.	 Ask a different student to read verses 21–30. Explain that Jesus was de-
claring Himself to be the Messiah, the promised one of God. Reference 
the Study Guide concerning the translation of “spoke well” and “mar-
veled,” showing that the crowd may not have been supportive of Jesus.

	 7.	 Split your students into two groups. Have the groups use the questions 
to guide their discussion.

		  Group One—Why did the crowd react negatively?

		  •	� Since the Nazarenes grew up with Jesus, would it have been harder to 
believe that He was the Messiah?

		  •	� Do we have preconceived ideas that keep us from truly believing in 
Jesus?

		  •	� What are these?

		  •	� Do we also look to God to prove Himself through grand miracles or 
do we have faith that He is who He says He is?
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		  Group Two—What was Jesus’ response to the people and what did it 
mean?

		  •	� Why would Jesus use examples of prophets ministering to Gentiles?

		  •	� In what ways were the Nazarenes similar to the Israelites of Elijah 
and Elisha’s time?

		  •	� In what ways are we like the Nazarenes?

		  •	� What is Jesus’ point in saying all of this?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 8.	 End your discussion time by explaining that Jesus’ audience was not 
receptive to Him. Jesus came to save those that were lost and searching 
for healing. He did not need to prove Himself because it would not have 
made a difference. As such, the people became angry because Jesus’ did 
not conform to their idea of a Savior.

Encourage Application

	 9.	 Have your students share their honest view of who Jesus is and what 
His purpose is. Then ask your students what characterized Jesus’ life. 
The answer is a ministry to the poor, sick, and needy. Finally, ask your 
students what they could specifically do to live more like Jesus.

	 10.	 End your time by praying that your students’ lives would reflect Jesus’ 
ministry.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Ask your group what a baby’s gender reveal party, an inauguration, and 
a coronation have in common. (Hint: They are all announcements.) 
Explain that announcements are a major part of life and often people 
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are excited for them. However, when an announcement does not go as 
planned, people can become very upset.

	 2.	 Say, Jesus announced Himself as the Messiah in His hometown. However, 
the people did not welcome the announcement because Jesus did not fit their 
idea of the Messiah.

Guide Bible Study

	 3.	 Read Luke 4:14–20. Briefly explain the background to this passage using 
material from the Study Guide and Bible Comments. Tell your class that 
Jesus was asked to speak because He was regarded as a “good teacher,” 
though He would soon reveal Himself as much more.

	 4.	 Discuss with your class who they think Jesus is. Use the following ques-
tions to guide discussion:

		  •	� Who is Jesus?

		  •	� What did Jesus do?

		  •	� Who was the focus of Jesus’ ministry?

		  •	� What is Jesus’ ultimate purpose?

			   After a bit of discussion, either affirm or correct your group’s answers 
with the following truths. Jesus is God’s Son—sent to save all people. He 
came to Earth, did many great miracles, taught many wonderful sermons, 
and lived a perfect life. Through His death and resurrection Jesus was able 
to accomplish His ultimate purpose of saving the world from our sin and af-
flictions. He came to save the lost, poor, and needy, those who were looking 
for a Savior. He returned to His Father in Heaven, and He will come again to 
Earth for those who have believed in Him.

	 5.	 Read verses 21–30. Then explain that Jesus was declaring Himself to be 
the Messiah, the promised one of God. Reference the Study Guide con-
cerning the translation of “spoke well” and “marveled,” showing that 
the crowd may not have been supportive of Jesus.
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	 6.	 Using material from the Study Guide and the Bible Comments, explain 
the importance of Jesus’ reference to Elijah and Elisha’s Gentile minis-
try. Explain that Jesus’ ministry does not always conform to our ideas 
of it.

	 7.	 Ask your group to discuss in what ways we are similar to the Nazarenes 
in our attempts to make Jesus fit our idea of Him.

	 8.	 End your discussion time by explaining that Jesus’ audience was not 
receptive to Him. Jesus came to save those that were lost and searching 
for healing. He had no need to prove Himself. As such, the people be-
came angry because Jesus’ did not conform to their idea of a Savior.

Encourage Application

	 9.	 Have your students share their honest view of who Jesus is and what 
His purpose was then and is now. Then ask your students what charac-
terized Jesus’ life. The answer is a ministry to the poor, sick, needy, and 
excluded. Finally, ask your students what they could specifically do to 
live more like Jesus.

	 10.	 End your time by praying that your students’ lives would reflect Jesus’ 
ministry.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great, had arrested John the Baptist and im-
prisoned him for speaking publicly concerning Herod’s adulterous marriage 
to Herodias (Mark 6:14–29; Matthew 14:1–12; Luke 9:7–9). Herod feared 
seditious activities might arise under John’s influence. However, the bibli-
cal text indicates that John was allowed visitors while in prison. Scripture 
is silent on any personal contact between John and Jesus following Jesus’ 
baptism by John. While in prison, John faced further isolation from news of 
Jesus’ ministry. Herod eventually ordered the execution of John.

Interpreting the Scriptures

Jesus Reveals Himself to John the Baptist (7:18–23)

7:18. The passage opens with disciples of John the Baptist conveying the 
news to him about the spread of Jesus’ reputation throughout Judea and 
beyond. This verse reestablishes for the reader the continuity of John’s min-
istry with the ministry of Jesus.

The phrase “about all these things” refers to the teachings and ministry 
of Jesus to which there was a witness,1 specifically the healing of the centu-
rion’s slave (Luke 7:2–10) and the raising of the widow’s son (Luke 7:11–15), 
both of which occurred in Galilee.

7:19–20. John summoned two unnamed disciples and sent them to Jesus 
to inquire about His mission. This is Luke’s first reference to John as “the 
Baptist.”

The emphasis in the question “Are You the Coming One” is on the pro-
noun “you.” The title “the Coming One” was a common reference to the an-
ticipated Messiah. John had understood his ministry as the individual who 
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was preparing the way for “the Coming One” (Luke 3:4–6, 15–17). Previously, 
John had identified Jesus as “the Coming One” (John 1:29–36).

Languishing in prison, John wanted to know if Jesus was “the Coming 
One” or was he and the people to “look for another.” The phrase “another” 
means “another of a different kind.” What John heard about Jesus raised 
questions as to whether Jesus was or was not the “Coming One.”2 Verse 23 
indicates that John may have been scandalized by the activities of Jesus.3

If Jesus were not “the Coming One,” then John would have been incor-
rect in his earlier identification of Jesus as the Messiah. Like many other 
faithful Jews, John may have expected a Messiah who would establish a tra-
ditional earthly kingdom. Jesus was growing in popularity with the people 
but there was no news of any earthly kingdom with Rome still in the picture. 
John’s disciples came to Jesus and conveyed the exact question John sent 
them to ask.

7:21. No sooner had John’s disciples finished asking Jesus the question, 
than Jesus continued to heal many in the crowd of unspecified “diseases,” 
“afflictions,” and “evil spirits.” The expression “at that very time” indicates 
Jesus acted soon after they had asked the question. The word for “afflictions” 
means “great distress, torment, or suffering.” Waiting for a verbal “yes” or 
“no,” John’s disciples watched as Jesus continued His Ministry not knowing 
they were witnessing Jesus’ answer to John’s question.

7:22. Jesus finally provided a verbal answer to John’s disciples in which 
only the word “report” is an imperative. They were to tell John what they 
had “seen” and “heard.” Although Luke only reported what the disciples had 
“seen,” they must have also heard the teachings of Jesus that accompanied 
His healing activities presented in verse 21.

They had witnessed the fulfillment of messianic proclamations found in 
the prophet Isaiah, including Isaiah 61:1–2a read by that Jesus in the Naza-
reth synagogue.

The blind will see—Isaiah 29:18; 32:3; 35:5; 42:7; 42:16; Jeremiah 31:8.
The lame will walk—Isaiah 35:6; Jeremiah 31:8; Micah 4:6–7; Zephaniah 

3:19.
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The lepers will be cleansed—see 2 Kings 5 in which Elisha healed Naaman. 
The term “leper” or “leprosy” was a general term for a variety of serious skin 
disorders. According to Leviticus 13, individuals with such disorders were 
ritually unclean.

The deaf will hear—Isaiah 35:5.
The dead will rise—see 2 Kings 4 in which Elisha raised the widow’s son. 

Isaiah 26:19 may be a reference.
Although not included in the list, the mute will speak—Isaiah 35:6.
The poor will have the gospel preached to them—Isaiah 61:1.
These events witnessed by John’s disciples were what the Old Testament 

proclaimed God’s Messiah would accomplish. Jesus indicated to John’s disci-
ples that in Him and His work the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah 
had become reality. The kingdom of God had broken into history, and the age 
of the Messiah had arrived.4 Jesus was the figure heralded by John but not 
the figure John anticipated.5

7:23. The phrase “does not take offense” means “never stumbles.”6 The word 
translated “stumble” is the Greek verb skandalizō from which we get the En-
glish word “scandal.” The idea of the verse is “Blessed is the one who does not 
refuse to believe in me” or “Blessed is the one who does not find me scandal-
ous.”

Jesus Bears Witness to John the Baptist as the Forerunner 
of the Messiah (7:24–30)

This section exalts John who fulfilled the role as the eschatological messen-
ger of Malachi 3:1.7 Jesus sensed that those who heard John’s disciples ask-
ing questions might view John and his followers as having doubts about Je-
sus. Having established His identity through listing selected Old Testament 
messianic characteristics, Jesus transitioned to a short presentation about 
the identity and significance of John the Baptist. In a series of rhetorical 
questions Jesus contrasted the expected messianic imagery with the austere 
reality of John’s life. Three times Jesus asked the crowd the rhetorical ques-
tion “What did you go out to see or [to look at]?”
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7:24–26. Jesus waited for the messengers from John to leave before He ad-
dressed the crowd with a set of rhetorical questions, which Jesus answered.

The first question related to John’s preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
a harsh and unfriendly place. Although John preached in the wilderness, he 
preached near the Jordan River (Luke 3:3) where stalks of reeds grew along 
the banks. Those who ventured into this wilderness did not go to see a reed 
being blown by the wind. John was neither a prophet who changed his mes-
sage according to political winds nor was he a frail weakling. John was a man 
of principle, which was one of the reasons individuals ventured into the wil-
derness to hear him.

The second question involved John’s unconventional clothing (Mark 1:6; 
Matthew 3:4). Jesus contrasted John’s rough camel’s hair clothing8 to the 
delicate or refined clothing worn by the fastidious people in a king’s court.9 
Such clothing would not be appropriate in the wilderness.

Verse 26 contains Jesus’ third question. The unbending unconvention-
ally dressed preacher in the wilderness was a prophet. However, John was 
“more than a prophet.”

7:27. Jesus quoted from Malachi 3:1 to inform the crowd that John the Bap-
tist was the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy. God sent John to clear the way 
before the Messiah’s sudden appearance. Jesus viewed Himself as the One 
for whom the messenger of Malachi would prepare the way. Furthermore, He 
viewed John the Baptist as the messenger of whom Malachi wrote.

Mathew 11:10 adds the redundant personal Greek pronoun egō “I” for 
emphasis to “I Send.”10 Malachi 3:1 and Exodus 23:20 contain similar word-
ing. If Jesus is the fulfillment of Malachi 3:1, then John is the fulfillment of 
the Elijah figure of Malachi 4:5.11

7:28a. Jesus’ statement “there is no one greater than John” was not a con-
tradiction of John’s earlier preaching (Luke 3:16). Neither did Jesus mean 
John was the greatest man ever born. In the context of Luke 7, Jesus meant 
John was the greatest in that he was the last in the series of the prophets and 
the greatest of the prophets.12
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7:28b. Various interpretations exist for the statement “he who is least in 
the kingdom of God is greater than he.”13 Was Jesus referring to religious 
privilege for John in that he was greater than those who preceded him in 
anticipation, but he was less than those who followed him in the realization 
of the kingdom of God? Was Jesus speaking about the nature of the kingdom 
of God? John had anticipated an external, material, temporal kingdom. Je-
sus understood the kingdom of God as internal, spiritual, and eternal. The 
ministries of John and Jesus signaled a reordering in the kingdom of God in 
which the merits and measurements of greatness, reputation, and spiritual 
authority are radically overturned.

7:29–30. Verses 29–30 are unique to the gospel of Luke and serve as an 
editorial comment and introduction to what follows.14 The common people, 
including tax collectors, had responded positively to John’s message of re-
pentance and his call for baptism (Mark 1:4–8; Matthew 3:1–6). They un-
derstood Jesus was the One about whom John preached. The expression 
“they acknowledged God’s justice” means they “judged that God was right 
in sending John” and his message. In contrast with the common people, the 
Pharisees and lawyers (experts in religious law) “rejected God’s purpose for 
themselves.” Luke emphasized the word “purpose,” which means “plan or in-
tention.”

The word “rejected” means to “declare invalid, nullify, treat with con-
tempt, or ignore.” This was the opposite of the common people’s acknowl-
edgment of God’s justice.

The expression “for themselves” means they did not believe John’s mes-
sage applied to them. They rejected John, his message, and his baptism. They 
rejected Jesus. And they rejected Jesus’ appraisal of John as the greatest of 
the prophets.15

This Generation (7:31–35)

7:31–32. Verses 31–32 contain a brief parable. The phrase “the people of this 
generation” refers to those who were unable to make up their minds about 
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John or Jesus. Was John like a reed bending with the wind or the greatest of 
the prophets? Was Jesus “the Coming One” or was John mistaken?

Jesus used poetry, reminiscent to Hebrew and Aramaic poetry with its 
rhythm, to present a parable of a common scene in the marketplace where 
parents shopped and children played. However, children do not always agree 
on what or how to play. Some children want to play a joyous song to which 
all the children would dance as if at a wedding. Other children want to sing 
a dirge (a song of grief) to which all the children would weep as if mourning 
at a funeral.

7:33–34. Verses 33–34 contain Jesus’ application of the poem to John and 
Himself. The reference to John “neither eating bread nor drinking wine” was 
to John’s ascetic way of life in the wilderness (Mark 1:6; Matthew 3:4). By 
contrast, “the Son of Man” (a reference to Jesus) came “eating and drinking,” 
a reference to Jesus going into villages, participating in the social life of the 
day, entering the homes of the common person, and banqueting with “tax 
collectors and sinners” (Mark 2:16; Matthew 9:11; Luke 5:30).

John and Jesus could not have been more different in their social lives. 
However, the religious leaders accused John of being possessed by a demon. 
The wilderness was viewed as a place friendly to evil spirits. If John were a 
normal person, then he would not have been in the wilderness and he would 
have had a normal social life. They accused Jesus of being “a gluttonous man 
and a heavy drinker” because He was a “friend of tax collectors and sinners” 
and ate at banquets with them (Matthew 9:10–11; Mark 2:15–16; Luke 5:27–
30; 15:1; 19:2). If He were righteous, then He would have maintained a more 
ascetic lifestyle.

Like the children playing in the marketplace, the religious leaders (“the 
people of this generation” in verse 31) refused to participate in either John’s 
message or Jesus’ offer of salvation.

7:35. Verse 35 contains a short wisdom saying. One definition is, “wisdom is 
the art of success.” Success is much more than modern materialism in west-
ern culture. Wisdom is the successful love of God’s instructions and following 
those instructions.16 Biblical texts most often personify wisdom as a lady and 
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in this verse, a mother who produces offspring. Wisdom’s children will vin-
dicate their mother by obeying her instructions as seen in their good deeds 
(Matthew 11:19).

Jesus’ application was clear. The “tax collectors and sinners” took heed 
to the instructions of John and Jesus, and they were successful in their re-
lationships with God. The Pharisees and lawyers (experts in religious law), 
though smart, were not the children of wisdom having rejected God’s in-
structions—i.e., John’s message and Jesus’ offer of salvation.

Focusing on the Meaning

Jesus was not as John had expected. Jesus is not what the world wants. The 
proof that Jesus is the Son of God, is He embodies all the characteristics 
proclaimed for the Old Testament messianic figure. Jesus may not have met 
John’s expectations or the wants of our world; but Jesus is what both need.

Within the kingdom inaugurated by Jesus, greatness is not measured by 
human accolades or strict adherence to religious norms but by the capacity to 
receive and act upon the grace and the mystery of God’s love. Jesus restored 
access to God’s love for those viewed as outcasts by the religious establish-
ment.

It is possible for religious persons to be “scandalized” by Jesus when Je-
sus does not meet one’s preconceived ideas about Jesus.

Jesus’ Words urge us to reflect on how our own lives and actions reflect—
or resist—God’s wisdom.
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Lesson Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Begin by playing a game called “Wink Strike.” Have everyone close their 
eyes and then choose one person to be “it.” From here everyone will 
open their eyes and start talking. Slowly the person who is “it” will try 
to eliminate other players by winking at them. If someone is winked 
at, they should wait a few seconds and then announce that they are 
out. The game ends when the person who is “it” eliminates everyone, or 
someone catches the “winker” in the act. Play this as time permits.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 2.	 Explain that the person who was “it” was able to be caught because their 
actions were distinct and recognizable. Say, Just as we were able to tell 
who was “it” based upon their actions, so too can we figure out who Jesus is 
based upon His actions. Transition to discussion time by stating the Main 
Idea for the lesson.

Guide Bible Study

	 3.	 Have one of your students read Luke 7:18–35. Then, briefly explain the 
context for the passage using the information from the Study Guide and 
Bible Comments.

	 4.	 Split your students into two groups. Have the groups use the questions 
to guide discussion.

		  Group One—Discuss the various reasons why John may have been 
doubting who Jesus was.

		  •	� What was John expecting of Jesus?
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		  •	� Did this align with what Jesus was doing?

		  •	� Why would John have been disappointed?

		  •	� Do we ever act like John?

		  Group Two—What did Jesus reveal about Himself through His actions 
in this passage?

		  •	� What actions was Jesus performing?

		  •	� What did these actions reveal about Jesus’ purpose?

		  •	� What did these actions reveal about Jesus’ person?

			   Allow your group to discuss for a few minutes before bringing them 
back together to share their answers. (A copy of this assignment is avail-
able in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 5.	 Explain that Jesus shifts His focus to the crowd. Say, Jesus showed how 
John was a true prophet because he fulfilled the prophecy in Malachi 3:1. In 
the same way, Jesus—through His actions—fulfilled the prophecy in Isaiah 
29:18–21 and 35:5–6.

	 6.	 Explain that “the people of this generation” likely refers to the Phari-
sees and other Jews who rejected Jesus. Ask your students why these 
people were unwilling to accept Jesus and His mission. Use the follow-
ing questions.

		  •	� Why would the Pharisees and others reject Jesus?

		  •	� What did they hope the Messiah would look like?

		  •	� Do we have certain hopes or ideas of what Jesus would look like?

		  •	� What would it mean for us to truly accept Jesus and His mission?

	 7.	 Say, Jesus’ mission was to minister to those who needed help, both physically 
and spiritually. If we are to truly follow Jesus, we must also follow His ac-
tions.
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Encourage Application

	 8.	 Ask students what it would look like in our present world to live like 
Jesus did in this passage? Next, ask them to reflect on their lives and 
see whether they have been living like Jesus or like the Pharisees.

	 9.	 Have your students write down one action they can do this week to im-
itate Jesus.

	 10.	 Finally, pray your students would understand who Jesus is, and they 
would find the courage to imitate Him.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Use the following story to introduce the lesson: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
is widely regarded as the biggest hero of the civil rights movement. How-
ever, there were many names and faces involved. What set King apart was 
his rhetorical skills, but most importantly the way he went about protesting. 
King championed the idea of non-violent protests, ensuring that He and the 
other protesters would not stoop to the level of their aggressors, but remain 
dignified. King showed great courage and strength through these actions, ce-
menting himself as possibly the greatest civil rights leader.

	 2.	 Explain that whether it is celebrities, athletes, or leaders, actions always 
speak louder than words. Greatness and prestige are achieved through 
actions. Say, We can recognize who people truly are and what they are capa-
ble of through their actions. In today’s lesson we will learn who Jesus is and 
what He was all about through His actions.

	 3.	 Transition to the Bible Study time by introducing the Main Idea for the 
lesson.



88	 STANDING BY HIS WORD: God Fulfills His Promises

Guide Bible Study

	 4.	 Read Luke 7:18–35 and then briefly explain the context for the passage 
using the information from the Study Guide and Bible Comments.

	 5.	 Ask your students for reasons that John may have been doubting who 
Jesus was. After your students give their answers, explain that for many 
Jews the Messiah was a political figure who would free them from their 
Roman oppression—while we don’t know if this was John’s view, it is a 
possibility. Then ask your students if they have ever doubted who Jesus 
is (along with this question try and see what false assumptions we carry 
about Jesus today).

	 6.	 Now, discuss Jesus’ answer with your group. Say, Though Jesus did not 
directly answer John’s question, His statements are more revealing. Explain 
to your group that Jesus was showing how He fulfilled the words of 
Isaiah 29:18–21 and 35:5–6. These words by Isaiah were meant to show 
the transformation the Messiah would bring. Express that this trans-
formation was not a political one like the Jews expected, but one that 
would anticipate the New Creation where there was no more sickness, 
death, or spiritual oppression.

	 7.	 As Jesus turned His attention to the crowd He shifted His focus. Tell 
your students that Jesus was seeking to affirm John’s role as a prophet. 
Say, in affirming John, Jesus was subsequently affirming Himself as the one 
whom John spoke about. Yet, there were still some who refused to believe 
(cf. 7:30).

	 8.	 In the final section Jesus spoke of “the people of this generation.” Ex-
plain that this likely refers to the Pharisees. Say, Jesus’ indictment shows 
that the Pharisees had a preconceived idea of what the Messiah was like, and 
unlike John, they refused to accept Jesus and His mission.
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	 9.	 Say, Through His actions Jesus revealed that He came to minister to those 
who needed help, both physically and spiritually. If we are to truly follow 
Jesus, we must also follow His actions.

Encourage Application

	 10.	 Ask students what it would look like in our present world to live like 
Jesus did in this passage? Next, ask them to reflect on their lives and 
see whether they have been living like Jesus or like the Pharisees.

	 11.	 Have your students write down one action they can do this week to im-
itate Jesus.

	 12.	 Finally, pray that your students would understand who Jesus is and 
that they would find the courage to imitate Him.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Luke 9:28–36 links together the divinity of Jesus, the fulfillment of Old Tes-
tament promise, and the experience of His coming passion. Luke recorded an 
extraordinary revelation of Christ’s divine nature and unites His destiny to 
the promise of God to all humanity.

One week after Peter’s confession (Luke 9:18–20), Jesus took Peter, 
John, and James to a mountain to pray. Individuals often refer to the event 
as the Transfiguration. One must read this event while considering Peter’s 
confession, Jesus’ explanation concerning His death, and the difficulty the 
Twelve experienced understanding He must die.

Luke 9:371 leaves the impression the event took place at night.2

References to the Exodus and tabernacle may indicate the event took 
place near the Feast of Tabernacles, in late September.3

Interpreting the Scriptures

A Sacred Setting (9:28)

9:28a. Luke anchored the event in time: “About eight days after these say-
ings.” The gospels of Matthew (17:1) and Mark (9:2) mention “six days.” 
Luke’s use of “eight days” may have been an approximation as indicated by 
the Greek word hōsei (meaning approximately).

9:28b. Peter, John, and James represent Jesus’ inner circle. Only these se-
lect few would witness a deeper understanding of His mission. Each eventu-
ally emerged as leaders in the early church. The inclusion of these three disci-
ples at this moment underscores the importance of both spiritual formation 
and community witness.



92	 STANDING BY HIS WORD: God Fulfills His Promises

9:28c. None of the Gospels identify the “mountain.” Mark 9:2 and Matthew 
17:1 referred to a “high mountain.” Luke provided no reason Jesus chose a 
mountain on which to pray. Mountains often provided meeting places be-
tween God and the individual. Moses encountered God in the burning bush 
on Mount Horeb4 and later received the Law on Mount Sinai.5 Elijah encoun-
tered Yahweh on a mountain called Horeb (1 Kings 19:8–18). Jesus ascended 
an unnamed mountain to pray. There are two traditional sites for the moun-
tain: Mount Tabor6 and Mount Hermon.7

9:28d. The verse highlights Jesus’ intention to pray. Jesus modeled the 
life of intimate communion with the Father. The setting of prayer led to the 
Transfiguration of Jesus. This event was necessary for what was soon to hap-
pen in Jerusalem.

A Sacred Act (9:29)

9:29a. The Transfiguration8 occurred “as He prayed.” This causal connection 
with prayer emphasizes the power of prayer, which is important in the gospel 
of Luke. Deep and devoted prayer changes one’s life.

9:29b. While Jesus prayed, the visible appearance of His face became dif-
ferent, distinct. Therefore, the phrase signals a visible change. Matthew 17:2 
states “His face shone like the sun.”

This was more than cosmetic; it reflected the reality of Jesus’ encounter 
with the divine. In biblical tradition, light and brightness are consistently as-
sociated with divine presence. Consider how the book of Isaiah described the 
face of God9 or how angelic appearances are noted (Mark 16:5; John 20:12). 
Exodus 34:29–30 described the face of Moses shining as he descended from 
Mount Sinai because he had conversed with Yahweh. Thus, the altered coun-
tenance of Jesus at that moment becomes a visible marker of His identity.

9:29c. The light from His face reflected on His outer garment, probably a 
white robe. The Gospels’ writers offer no additional information. The text 
does not seem to suggest His whole body showed through His garment, mak-
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ing either transparent. It is best to avoid the interpretation that this was 
Jesus’ divinity shining through His humanity. The Gospels’ writers leave the 
story in an air of mystery.

Sacred Guests (9:30–31)

9:30. This verse marks the pivot from a personal revelation to a public testi-
mony of continuity with Israel’s sacred tradition. The sudden appearance of 
Moses and Elijah was not accidental. In Jewish tradition, Moses stood as the 
great lawgiver who brought forth the covenant at Sinai. Elijah was the exem-
plary prophet who confronted idolatry and who, according to later tradition, 
was to return before the coming Day of the Lord (Malachi 4:5).

Their presence together with Jesus on the mountain symbolized the 
fulfillment of the longstanding expectation that the Messiah would arise to 
complete the work begun by the Law (Torah10) and the Prophets. Jesus is the 
culmination of Old Testament teachings. He did not abolish the Law or the 
Prophets but brought them to full fruition.

In the Old Testament, the promise of a mediator between God and man 
is central to the covenant narrative. By having Moses and Elijah appear with 
Jesus, Luke showed that Jesus is indeed that mediator, one who integrates 
and fulfills the divine promises revealed through centuries of Israel’s history.

The reader of the event must refrain from speculating how Moses and 
Elijah appeared or how the disciples recognized them. The story is not a les-
son on the nature of life after death.11

9:31a. Their appearance “in glory” underscores that the kingdom of God 
now present is the long-awaited climax of God’s redemptive story. For Pe-
ter, John, and James, the sight of these two revered figures would have been 
deeply affirming. The event confirmed that the mysterious “Son of Man” who 
spoke boldly must now be understood within the continuum of God’s salvific 
work. Moreover, this encounter implicitly challenged the disciples (and us) to 
re-read the Old Testament with fresh eyes.
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9:31b. Only the gospel of Luke presented the substance of the conversa-
tion. The conversation centered on Jesus’ “departure,” the Greek word exodos, 
which Luke used for “death.” Luke’s use of the word exodos is deliberate. It 
linked Jesus’ forthcoming Passion with the historic Exodus of Israel from 
Egypt. Both Moses and Elijah departed life on earth in unusual ways.12 Je-
sus’ impending “exodus,” i.e., death, was the fulfillment of the divine plan of 
salvation.

9:31c. Only Luke referred to the “departure” that Jesus was about “to ac-
complish” in Jerusalem. The word “accomplish” means “to fulfill.” Jesus’ exo-
dos would represent a “new exodus” giving rise to a new Israel (Romans 11).

A Sacred Awakening (9:32)

9:32a. Jesus had attempted to discuss with the Twelve His impending 
death, but they did not understand. The three disciples He chose to accompa-
ny Him to the mountain were the most capable of understanding. However, 
even they fell asleep on the mountain. Only the gospel of Luke included the 
reference to the disciples falling asleep.

9:32b-c. Most scholars interpret the verse as the disciples fell asleep and 
missed the conversation between Jesus, Moses, and Elijah.13 However, when 
they awoke, they saw Jesus with the radiance on His face and Moses and 
Elijah with Him.14 This would explain why there was no report of the conver-
sation between Jesus, Moses, and Elijah.

A Religious Response (9:33)

9:33a-b. Luke interpreted the conversation to have ended when Peter 
spoke.15 All three Gospels agree that Moses and Elijah departed when the 
cloud overshadowed the group (Luke 9:34–36). The phrase “Peter said to Je-
sus,” represents Peter presenting his own view. This links the episode to Pe-
ter’s confession in verse 20. (See also Matthew 16:22.)
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9:33c. In the gospel of Luke, Peter addressed Jesus as “Master.” Mark’s gos-
pel uses “Rabbi,” the equivalent of “Teacher” (Mark 9:5). Matthew’s gospel 
used “Lord.” In the context of the current narrative, all three terms, different 
in the Greek, convey the same idea.

9:33d. Peter’s statement “it is good that we are here” may have related spe-
cifically to the presence of Moses, the originator of the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Leviticus 23). Peter saw this as a wonderful opportunity to observe the Feast 
on the mountain in the presence of Moses.

9:33e. Peter wanted to construct three “booths” or “tabernacles,” referring 
to temporary structures such as a “tent,” “hut,” or “tabernacle.” The Feast of 
Booths was a week-long celebration commemorating the Exodus event led 
by Moses. The Israelites lived in tents (booths, tabernacles) for forty years 
(Exodus 16:35) as they made their journey to the promised land.

The setting described in the gospel of Luke may have been near the time 
of the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:2, 10, 14, 37). The disciples sought to 
avoid Jerusalem because of opposition to Jesus in Jerusalem (John 11:7–8, 
16). Peter may have been attempting to prevent Jesus from going to Jerusa-
lem where He had indicated on multiple occasions that He would die.16

9:33f. The expression, “not realizing what he was saying” means that Peter 
was so awestruck, he did not know what to say. Mark 9:6 states, “he did not 
know how to reply.” Matthew’s version of the event makes no mention of 
Peter’s statement.

A Sacred Command (9:34–35)

9:34. While Peter was speaking and before he completed his statement, a 
cloud formed and enveloped everyone on the mountain in its shadow. The 
Exodus motif (exodos) from verse 31 and the appearance of Moses suggests 
the Shekinah cloud of God’s presence.17 As the cloud enveloped them, they 
were frightened.
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9:35. The phrase “a voice came from the cloud” is reminiscent of Yahweh 
speaking to Moses from the bush (Exodus 3:2–6). The gospel writers record 
a voice out of Heaven at Jesus’ baptism (Luke 3:22). In whatever manner the 
voice came, it was the message that was important.

All three Synoptic Gospels include the same beginning and end: “This 
is My Son” and “listen to Him.” Matthew (17:5) and Mark (9:7) include “be-
loved.” Matthew adds “with whom I am well pleased.” Luke adds “My Chosen 
One.”

The phrase “This is My Son” was for the benefit of the three disciples. 
The same phrase “My Son” was used at Jesus’ baptism, but in that context, it 
was for the benefit of Jesus. Both Mark 1:11 and Luke 3:22 record the phrase 
“You are My beloved Son” at Jesus’ baptism.

Luke’s use of “Chosen” fits well with the Exodus motif in the narrative 
since the Hebrews who fled Egypt in the Exodus were the “chosen people.” 
They were to be God’s agents of redemption to all humanity (Isaiah 49:6; 
60:3).

The tense of the Greek imperative translated as “listen to Him” requires 
continuous action—“keep on listening to Him.” Peter and the others needed 
to listen to what Jesus had said about His death. They had confessed Jesus 
as the Christ, and the Voice from the cloud confirmed that confession. They 
were reluctant to go to Jerusalem but the presence of Moses, Elijah, and the 
Voice from the cloud confirmed the need for Jesus to go to Jerusalem where 
He must die.

A Sacred Reflection (9:36)

9:36a. Only the gospel of Matthew 17:6–7 describes the three disciples fall-
ing upon their faces to the ground terrified of what they heard. God told 
Moses to remove the sandals from his feet when he heard the voice of God, 
which terrified Moses (Exodus 3:5–7). Yahweh had spoken in “a small silent 
sound”18 to Elijah on “Horeb, the mountain of God” (1 Kings 19:8–12). Now, 
the voice of God spoke from within the cloud and the three disciples were 
terrified.
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After they heard the Voice, only Jesus remained. Moses and Elijah were 
gone. This is important and significant. Moses represented the Law. Elijah 
represented the Prophets. The Law and the Prophets represented God’s au-
thority in the Hebrew religion. Moses and Elijah disappeared. Only Jesus 
remained. The Voice from Heaven said, “listen to Him.” God had spoken au-
thoritatively through the Law and the Prophets (see Hebrews 1:1–2) Now 
God will speak through Jesus and would continue to speak through Jesus 
whom God called “My Son” and “My Chosen.” Jesus was now God’s authori-
tative Word. The divine command to “listen to Him” referred not only to His 
teachings but to what He was saying concerning His death.19

9:36b. The gospels of Matthew 17:9 and Mark 9:9 report Jesus told the 
three disciples to remain silent until after His resurrection. The gospel of 
Luke states, “And they kept silent.” They did not report the event to the other 
disciples until after the Resurrection. The command to remain silent, con-
tained in the gospels of Matthew and Mark is not unusual (Matthew 8:4; 
16:20; 17:9; Mark 8:30; Luke 5:14; 8:56). Jesus’ mission required silence con-
cerning certain events. Too many people wanted to make Jesus a revolution-
ary Messiah, which was not His mission.

The three disciples, overwhelmed by the experience, discussed among 
themselves the significance of what they witnessed (Mark 9:10). They made 
note of this event and later shared their experiences with the broader com-
munity of believers.

Focusing on the Meaning

The Transfiguration reminds the believer that the journey of faith is marked 
by moments of dazzling revelation as well as periods of quiet mystery. There 
are times when the fullness of God’s plan is not immediately apparent, and 
yet Christians are invited to rest in God’s promise, for even in silence, God is 
at work.



98	 STANDING BY HIS WORD: God Fulfills His Promises

The event challenges the church to cultivate spaces of both contempla-
tive prayer and proclamation, where the reality of the risen Christ can be 
experienced in all His glory.

Although the disciples were silent immediately following the Transfigu-
ration, they eventually shared what they had witnessed.

The disciples wanted to remain in the moment of glory as an end in itself, 
but Jesus’ mission is not to remain in the heights of divine revelation but to 
descend into the valley of suffering humanity. The glory witnessed on the 
mountain was inseparably linked to the sacrifice that was soon to come.
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Lesson Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect with Life

	 1.	 Hang up pictures of various animals that will transform in their lifetime 
(e.g., caterpillars, silkworms, tadpoles, baby flamingos, cygnets). Ask 
your class what they think these animals have in common. After some 
discussion explain that each animal will undergo a change that will re-
veal its true state. Reveal the pictures of these animals post-transfor-
mation now.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 2.	 Explain to your group that while these animals’ transformation reveals 
what they truly are, so too did Jesus’ Transfiguration reveal who He tru-
ly is. Say, Through this passage we will discuss today, we will see how Luke 
revealed that Jesus is God’s Chosen Son.

Guide Bible Study

	 3.	 Have one of your students read Luke 9:28–36. Using material from the 
Study Guide and Bible Comments, explain the context of this passage. 
Focus primarily on the close association that Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
place with Peter’s confession (Luke 9:20). Say, All through this chapter 
Jesus is revealing who He is and what He came to do.

	 4.	 Have a student read Exodus 34:29–30 and then have your students dis-
cuss the similarity between this passage and the description of Jesus in 
Luke 9:29. Use the following questions to guide discussion:

		  •	� In what ways are Moses and Jesus similar here?

		  •	� In what ways are Moses and Jesus different here?
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		  •	� What is being revealed in both passages?

	 5.	 Take a brief moment to explain that significance of Moses and Elijah 
appearing with Jesus. Refer to the sidebar in the Study Guide for help. 
Then, select three students (1 each for Moses, Elijah, and Jesus) and 
have them act out what they think the conversation may have been like.

		  •	� Have the rest of the class help if the actors get stuck, or you can ro-
tate students.

		  •	� End this portion by asking your students why Moses and Elijah were 
discussing Jesus’ departure.

			   Use the material in the Study Guide to explain the importance of Je-
sus’ departure as it relates to His identity.

	 6.	 Transition now to verses 34–36. Explain that verse 34 is describing a 
theophany or an appearance of God. This is important because God is 
directly identifying Himself with Jesus and claiming that Jesus is His 
Chosen Son. Read Isaiah 42:1–4 and have your class discuss the sim-
ilarity between Jesus in this passage and what Isaiah wrote. Use the 
following discussion questions:

		  •	� How is what Isaiah wrote similar to what God spoke about Jesus in 
this passage?

		  •	� How does Jesus fulfill the rest of Isaiah’s prophecy?

	 7.	 Finish your discussion time by reiterating the main idea that Jesus is 
God’s Chosen Son.

Encourage Application

	 8.	 State that God still reveals Himself to us, though it may not be as visible 
as this. Ask your class to share any experiences they may have of God 
revealing Himself.



102	 STANDING BY HIS WORD: God Fulfills His Promises

	 9.	 Next, ask, What does it mean that Jesus is God’s Chosen Son and He came 
to die? This can be a time for you to share the gospel message for those 
who may not be Christians.

	 10.	 Then ask what it means for us to recognize Jesus as God’s Chosen Son. 
Ask, What will you do now that you have claimed Jesus as God’s Chosen 
Son?

	 11.	 Finally, end your time by praying for any needs that your class may have 
and that they would understand who Jesus is.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Ask your class if any of them have seen the Mission Impossible movies. 
Once they have answered explain that a famous part of the Mission Im-
possible franchise is the various masks that people wear. There is always 
a big reveal in the movies when someone takes off the mask and reveals 
who they truly are. This moment of revelation is often shocking to the 
crowd. If you have time, you can ask your group if they have a memora-
ble experience with one of these moments.

	 2.	 Say, Just as the characters in Mission Impossible were shocked at the various 
revelations, so too were the disciples shocked when Jesus was revealed as the 
Messiah at the Transfiguration.

	 3.	 Explain that at the Transfiguration Jesus was transformed to reveal 
that He is God’s Chosen Son.

Guide Bible Study.

	 4.	 Read Luke 9:28–36. Then, using material from the Study Guide and 
Bible Comments, explain the context of this passage. Then, read Luke 
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9:18–20. Spend some time explaining why Luke would place the Trans-
figuration passage so closely to Peter’s confession. Say, Just as Peter cor-
rectly identified Jesus as the Messiah, God identified Jesus as His Chosen 
Son.

	 5.	 Now, read Exodus 34:29–30 and spend some time explaining the sim-
ilarities between Moses’ face shining and Jesus’ Transfiguration. Al-
ternately, you can have your class explore the similarities themselves 
through group discussion.

		  •	� Focus specifically on the importance of their faces shining/being al-
tered and what this might reveal about each individual.

	 6.	 Using material from the Study Guide and Bible Comments, explain the 
significance of Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus about His departure. 
Focus particularly on the importance of Jesus’ death as a fulfillment of 
His earthly ministry. Explain it is the point toward which the rest of the 
Bible, including Moses and Elijah, ultimately leads to.

	 7.	 Transition now to verses 34–36. Explain that verse 34 is describing a 
theophany or an appearance of God. Explain that God made Himself 
known to the disciples for the purpose of recognizing Jesus as His Cho-
sen Son. Now, read Isaiah 42:1–4 and spend time explaining the differ-
ent ways Jesus fulfills Isaiah’s prophecy.

		  •	� Jesus is the Chosen servant.

		  •	� The Holy Spirit came upon Jesus at His baptism.

		  •	� Jesus is the One who will bring justice to all peoples.

		  •	� Jesus did not come to usurp authority, but to bring the kingdom of 
God to Earth.

		  •	� Jesus did not back away from His purpose even in the face of perse-
cution and death.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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	 8.	 Tell your class that all things point to Jesus as God’s Chosen Son: The 
Law, the Prophets, specific prophecies, and even God Himself. Tell your 
class, Jesus is truly God’s Chosen Son and He came to bring change through 
His death.

Encourage Application

	 9.	 Tell your students that God still reveals Himself to us, though it may 
not be as visible as this. Ask your class to share any experiences they 
may have of God revealing Himself.

	 10.	 Next, ask, What does it mean that Jesus is God’s Chosen Son and that He 
came to die? This can be a time for you to share the gospel message for 
those who may not be Christians.

	 11.	 Then ask what it means for us to recognize Jesus as God’s Chosen Son. 
Say, What will you do now that you have claimed Jesus as God’s Chosen Son?

	 12.	 Finally, end your time by praying for any needs that your class may have 
and that they would understand who Jesus is. 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Luke 11:29–32 is part of a set of self-contained teachings unrelated to one 
another.1

Both the gospel of Matthew 12:38–42 and the gospel of Luke report Je-
sus’ comparison of Himself and His generation to Jonah and his generation. 
However, Matthew and Luke used the comparison in different ways. In the 
gospel of Matthew and gospel of Luke, Jesus responded to groups seeking a 
“sign” proving He was legitimate.

The book of Jonah tells the story of Jonah whom Yahweh told to travel 
from Israel to Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire, to preach against 
the inhabitants because of their “wickedness.” Rather than go to Nineveh, 
Jonah fled west by boat. As a result of his disobedience to God, all the sailors 
aboard the ship faced death at sea in a storm. Jonah convinced the sailors 
to toss him overboard in the midst of the storm in order to save their lives, 
thereby giving his life for theirs. After the sailors threw Jonah into the sea, 
the Lord saved Jonah from drowning by preparing a “great fish” to swallow 
him. Jonah remained in the stomach of the “great fish” for “three days and 
three nights,” after which the “great fish” vomited Jonah alive on dry land 
(Jonah 1:17; 2:10).

Following Jonah’s deliverance from the storm and the “great fish,” Jonah 
obeyed God and headed east to the city of Nineveh. When he arrived, he 
began to call on the people to repent. Following the lead of the city’s king, 
the people responded, and Yahweh had compassion on the inhabitants of 
Nineveh.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

Jonah and the Queen of the South (11:29–32)

11:29a. Verses 27–36 include short self-contained teachings of Jesus in re-
sponse to growing crowds gathering around Jesus.

11:29b. Jesus referred to the generation of His day as “wicked,” a word 
meaning being morally or socially “wicked, evil, bad, base, worthless, vicious, 
or degenerate.”2 Defining “this generation” as “wicked” was not an evaluation 
of every Jew as “wicked.” Those who were “wicked” defined the entire “gen-
eration.”

11:29c. The crowds continuously sought a “sign” to convince themselves 
against their wills that Jesus was God’s Messiah.3 They wanted convincing 
evidence, a “sign,” that Jesus was who He claimed to be. The crowds were 
familiar with the “signs and wonders” in the Old Testament—parting a body 
of water, manna to feed the multitude, divine intervention against Israel’s 
enemies, etc.

11:29d. Jesus responded that “this generation”4 would receive only one 
“sign,” “the sign of Jonah.” The gospel of Matthew5 interpreted “the sign of 
Jonah” as a reference to Jesus’ resurrection. Matthew related the compari-
son to Jonah being in the “belly of the sea monster” for three days and three 
nights just as “the Son of Man” would be “in the heart of the earth,” a ref-
erence to Jesus’ resurrection. The real “sign” would be the Resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead.

11:30. Luke’s expression, “just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites” is 
not a reference to Jonah’s experience in the “belly of the sea monster” (Mat-
thew 12:40) or the stomach of a “great fish” (Jonah 1:17) for “three days and 
three nights.” The gospel of Luke compared Jesus with Jonah by focusing 
on the preaching of Jonah to the people of Nineveh.6 After Jonah preached 
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throughout the city of Nineveh, the king and the people responded in repen-
tance (Jonah 3:5–9).

11:31. Jesus used a second story from the Old Testament, the “Queen of the 
South”7 who showed wisdom by going to hear the wisdom of Solomon. The 
story in 1 Kings 10 refers to an area called Sheba, a land far to the south of 
Israel. The unnamed queen traveled a great distance with a large retinue to 
decide whether the reputation of Solomon’s wisdom was valid. After listen-
ing to him, she concluded Solomon’s wisdom exceeded his reputation. She 
blessed Yahweh who had made Solomon king to do justice and righteousness 
(1 Kings 10:7–9).

11:32. Verse 32 shifts back to Jonah (verses 29–30) and continues the com-
parison from verse 31. Jesus made the two statements in parallel to one an-
other: “The Queen of the South will rise up with the men of this generation at 
the judgment and condemn them” // “The men of Nineveh will stand up with 
this generation at the judgment and condemn it.”

The phrases “will rise up / will stand up” and “at the judgment” in verses 
31 and 32 connect two major ideas: resurrection and judgment. The crowds 
to whom Jesus preached accepted both concepts.8

But what they did not expect was that any non-Jew—the “Queen of the 
South” who recognized God’s wisdom in Solomon and the men of Nineveh 
who repented—would experience the resurrection or that God would permit 
any non-Jew to condemn the people of “this generation” (i.e., the Jews of 
Jesus’ day).

Jesus used another parallelism to illustrate why these two Gentile groups 
will judge the Jews of Jesus’ generation: “something greater than Solomon is 
here” // “something greater than Jonah is here.” The “Queen of the South” 
showed wisdom in hearing Solomon. The people in Nineveh repented after 
hearing Jonah. If the Gentiles, some of whom were admired by the Jews9 
or some of whom were despised by the Jews,10 would respond to God’s mes-
sengers and message, then how grave was the conduct of the Jews of Jesus’ 
generation who denied Jesus and His message.11 The intent of Jesus’ illustra-
tions was clear: the present generation to whom He spoke lacked wisdom be-
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cause it rejected Him and His message. His message was stunning: a Gentile 
might have a better standing before God than the present generation.

Luke’s Third Passion Announcement (18:31–34)

This section presents Luke’s account of the third announcement to the 
Twelve concerning Jesus’ suffering and death awaiting Him in Jerusalem 
(Luke 9:22–27, 44–45; 18:31–34; see also 13:33). Jesus reminded His disci-
ples again of the necessity for the Son of Man to suffer and die.

18:31a-b. The information in verses 31–34 was addressed only to the disci-
ples. Several months had passed since Jesus first instructed the Twelve con-
cerning His death. The disciples did not want to hear this information from 
Jesus, and they knew Jerusalem was a dangerous place for Him.

18:31c. For approximately three years, Jesus had taught His disciples how 
the Old Testament spoke of Him. Throughout His ministry, He had identified 
Himself as the Suffering Servant of Isaiah. (See Isaiah 53.) Although Luke 
did not reference any specific passages from the Old Testament, numerous 
passages exist in the Psalms,12 Deuteronomy,13 and Isaiah14 concerning the 
Messiah.

18:31d. The phrase “all things … will be accomplished”15 stands in the em-
phatic position in the verse. The Greek word used for “accomplished” teles-
thēsetai is from the same root as Jesus’ announcement on the cross, “It is 
finished” (John 19:30). Paired with “all things,” the phrase means that, in 
Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection, each prophecy would be brought to 
fulfillment to which it looked. God’s redemptive work for the deity’s creation, 
including sinful humanity, had been brought to its proper conclusion in Je-
sus. Jesus knew it was necessary for Him to die (1 Peter 1:19–21; Hebrews 
9:26). The disciples did not.
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What the Gentiles Will Do to Him (18:32–33)

18:32a. The future passive verb tenses in verse 32 predict His mistreatment 
leading up to His death. The expression “He will be handed over to the Gen-
tiles” implies that someone must function as the agent. Luke 22:48 uses the 
same Greek root to refer to Judas’ betrayal of Jesus to those who arrested 
Him in the Garden. The present context probably refers to the “the Council of 
elders” as the acting agent who ultimately delivered Jesus into the hands of 
Pilate (Luke 22:66–23:1). The Jewish religious leaders had to hand over Jesus 
to the Gentiles, (i.e., Romans) in order for the execution of Jesus to be legal. 
Only the Roman authorities had the power to execute someone (John 18:31).

This was Jesus’ first statement that the “Gentiles” (i.e., Romans) will 
“kill” Him. On other occasions Jesus implicated “the elders and chief priests 
and scribes” (Matthew 16:21; Mark 8:31–33; Luke 9:22) or He would be “de-
livered into the hands of men” (Matthew 17:22–23; Mark 9:30–31; Luke 
9:43–44). Matthew 20:19 refers for the first time to the method of Jesus’ 
death—crucifixion.

Throughout Jesus’ ministry He taught that each follower must take up 
one’s cross and follow Him (Matthew 10:38; 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23; 
14:27). With His crucifixion, this teaching took on new meaning.

Jesus spoke previously of Jerusalem as the place in which He would die 
(Matthew 16:21; 20:18; Mark 10:33; Luke 13:33; 18:31). This passage adds 
new details.

18:32b. Jesus informed the disciples the Gentiles will mock Him. The word 
means to be “subjected to derision or ridicule.” The Roman soldiers engaged in 
mocking Jesus as they played the game called “king.” The soldiers would bow 
before the victim and make mocking comments.16 The Gentile and Jewish 
crowds who gathered at the foot of the cross also “mocked” Him by claiming 
He could not save Himself while He was able to save others (Mark 15:29–32; 
Matthew 27:39–44; Luke 23:35–43).

18:32c. He will be mistreated by the Gentiles. The Greek word means “treat-
ed in an insolent or spiteful manner.” Both the Roman soldiers and the Jew-
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ish leaders had ridiculed Him, blindfolded Him, beat Him, and challenged 
Him to tell them which one of them had hit Him (Mark 14:65; Matthew 
26:67–68; Luke 22:63–65).

18:32d. Both the Roman soldiers and the Jewish religious leaders spat on 
Jesus while He was in their custody (Mark 15:19; Matthew 26:67; 27:30). 
Isaiah 50:6 states, “I did not hide My face from insults and spitting.”

18:33a. The Roman soldiers scourged Jesus prior to His crucifixion. This act 
finds its fulfillment in Isaiah 50:617 and Isaiah 53:5.18 The Greek term means 
“to beat with a whip or lash.” All four Gospels report the scourging of Jesus 
by the Romans. Romans often scourged prisoners prior to crucifixion and 
many died from their beatings. Pilate ordered his soldiers to scourge Jesus 
hoping to satisfy the religious leaders and spare Jesus from the cross (John 
19:1–5).

18:33b. Although Luke’s gospel made no reference to the means of Jesus’ 
death, Matthew specifically mentioned Gentiles would crucify the Son of 
Man (Matthew 20:19). Roman crucifixion was fairly common in Jesus’ day 
for non-Roman citizens. Luke’s preservation of Jesus’ graphic descriptions of 
His coming death was not only to the manner of death but to the fulfillment 
of the Suffering Servant mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures.19

18:33c. Jesus had referred to His resurrection on at least two earlier occa-
sions. When He spoke of His death, He also spoke of His resurrection on the 
third day (Matthew 17:23; 20:19; Luke 9:22; 18:33; 24:46). He had referred 
to the “sign of Jonah” on multiple occasions (Matthew 12:39–41; 16:4; Luke 
11:29–32). Yet, the disciples never understood until after His resurrection.

They Didn’t Get It (18:34)

18:34a. Luke used three different verbal forms to express the confusion 
faced by the Twelve.

First, “the disciples understood none of these things.” The Greek verb 
translated “understood” indicates that they lacked the ability to grasp the 
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meaning of what Jesus just said at that moment. Jesus had done nothing 
worthy of execution by the Romans. The disciples knew of the conflict with 
some of the Jewish religious authorities; however, Jews had no authority to 
execute anyone. The disciples viewed Jesus as the Messiah, but in their inter-
pretation of Scripture, the Messiah did not die. Most envisioned an earthly 
kingdom ruled by Jesus.20

18:34b. Second, “the meaning of this statement was hidden from them.” 
The Greek verb translated as “hidden” indicates that Jesus intentionally kept 
from them the full meaning of His need to die. Throughout the Gospels, Je-
sus withheld the full purpose of His actions or teachings from individuals 
(Mark 7:36; 8:30; 9:9; Matthew 16:20; 17:9; Luke 5:14; 8:56; 9:21). The dis-
ciples were reluctant to accept some of Jesus’ teachings, and they might have 
tried to prevent Him from going to Jerusalem.

18:34c. Third, they did not comprehend. The Greek verb means “to grasp 
the significance of something,” which shows the disciples were continuously 
struggling with what Jesus had just told them. They either resisted what He 
said, or they argued against what He said. (For an example see Mark 8:32–33 
and Matthew 16:22–23.) It was only after His resurrection the disciples fi-
nally understood.

Focusing on the Meaning

People like empirical evidence, especially those in western culture. The state 
of Missouri is known as the “Show Me” state. Although apocryphal tales look 
to explain the title, they all mean the same. If you want to convince a Missou-
rian of some claim, then the Missourian might say to you, “I’m from Missou-
ri. You have to show me.”

Life would be simpler if you always had a “sign” or if someone would just 
“show me.”

Jesus has already shown you He is the Messiah, the Son of God, the Sav-
ior. The “sign of Jonah” provides two “proofs.”
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First, Matthew 12 presents the traditional interpretation of the “sign of 
Jonah” as a reference to the Resurrection of Jesus—Jesus died, was buried, 
and arose the third day. In this way, Jesus fulfilled the teachings of the Old 
Testament related to the Messiah.

Second, Luke’s emphasis on the “sign of Jonah” was Jonah’s preaching 
(Luke 11:29–32). The proclamation of God’s message by Jonah was powerful 
enough to convince the pagan Assyrian inhabitants of Nineveh to repent21 
and believe in Jonah’s God. Jesus is the living proclamation and incarnation 
of God’s Word. By using the record of that Word, your Bible, and by explain-
ing its teachings to others, you can end their confusion concerning Jesus as 
the only Savior of humanity.

The first application of the “sign of Jonah” is a completed event—He is 
risen. The second application of the “sign of Jonah” continues as you pro-
claim the risen Jesus.
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	16	See Mark 15:16–26; Matthew 27:27–30; John 19:2–3. Summers, Luke, 

219.
	17	“I gave My back to those who strike Me.”
	18	“And by His wounds we are healed.”
	19	See particularly Isaiah 52:13–53:12.
	20	James and John sought to have places of prominence in His earthly king-

dom. Virtus E. Gideon, Luke, a Study Guide Commentary (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1967), 100.

	 21	The people of Nineveh repented from their “wickedness” (Jonah 3:10) par-
allels Jesus’ description of the “wicked generation” of His day (Luke 11:29) 
who refused to repent.



Lesson 8: Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection� 119 

Lesson Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Before class prepare strips of paper with various celebrities’ names, 
movie/tv titles, and activities. When your class arrives, have them play 
charades using the provided prompts. Make sure no one talks or makes 
a sound when acting out their clue, only using signs and actions to de-
scribe it. You can continue to play this game as time permits.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

2.		  Having finished the game, ask your students how easy it would have 
been to guess the clue with no signs from the actor. Explain that in life, 
signs can reveal a lot, though they are not everything. At some point, 
we have to choose to believe in something instead of continuously rely-
ing on signs.

	 3.	 Transition to Bible study time by explaining that Jesus, though He had 
performed many signs, announced He was finished performing signs 
for the wicked generation He was in the midst of. Rather, Jesus ex-
plained that He came to Earth as God in the flesh to die to conquer sin 
and to rise to conquer death.

Guide Bible Study

	 4.	 Split your class into two groups. Assign one group to each of the main 
passages for today’s lesson. Each group will discuss their passage with 
their group and then “teach” it to the other group, using what they have 
learned and the provided discussion questions for each group to guide 
their lesson. Encourage each group to use study Bibles, the Internet, 
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and any other physical resources you or your church might have on 
hand.

		  Group One—Luke 11:29–32

		  •	� What does it mean that this generation is “evil”?

		  •	� What does the sign of Jonah refer to?

		  •	� What connection does Jesus have with Jonah 1:17 (see Matthew 
12:38–42)?

		  •	� What is the significance of the Queen of the South? Who was she?

		  •	� What is the significance of the men of Ninevah? Why reference 
them?

		  •	� What is Jesus trying to communicate in the passage?

		  Group Two—Luke 18:31–34

		  •	� Why is it important that Jesus and His disciples were going to Jeru-
salem?

		  •	� What does it mean that Jesus will accomplish what was written about 
in the Prophets?

		  •	� How does Jesus fulfill the prophecy in Isaiah 53?

		  •	� Why was Jesus telling His disciples that He was going to die?

		  •	� Why was Jesus’ death necessary?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 5.	 Having allowed your groups to discuss the meanings of the individu-
al passages, transition now to the greater meaning of today’s lesson, 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. Explain that as Jonah spent three days 
inside the great fish, Jesus would spend three days in the depths of the 
earth. Tell your students this was the ultimate sign that Jesus fulfilled 
His purpose as can be understood from Isaiah 53. Say, The plan for Jesus 
was always to die in the place of us. His staying in the tomb for three days is 
the sign that He truly died for us.
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	 6.	 Tell your students that Jesus’ story does not end with His death, but 
that His resurrection is the true highlight of the story. Though Jesus 
died in our place, His resurrection is the sign that He conquered death. 
We no longer have to fear death because Jesus has conquered it.

Encourage Application

	 7.	 If your students have never heard the gospel this would be a good time 
to share with them the overarching story of the Bible. Start at God’s 
creation, move to the fall of man, and the problem of sin. Now, arrive at 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, expressing the need that all people have 
for Jesus’ salvation.

	 8.	 Ask your students if they have ever trusted Jesus and affirmed His 
death and resurrection. If not, share with them what that means.

	 9.	 Pray that all your student’s lives would be shaped by the gospel mes-
sage.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Use the following story to introduce the lesson. At the age of 26, Pete 
Maravich made this shocking statement. “I don’t want to play ten years 
in the NBA and die of a heart attack at age 40.” At the time no one 
would have thought anything of this statement. Maravich was a prom-
ising young star who was averaging almost 28 points a game. Yet, knee 
injuries would limit his playing career to ten years. And eventually he 
would die of a heart attack while playing a pickup basketball game at 
the age of 40. Somehow, Pete Maravich mentioned the possibility of his 
death years before it would happen.



122	 STANDING BY HIS WORD: God Fulfills His Promises

	 2.	 Say, While Pete Maravich’s death foreshadowing was a coincidence, there is 
someone who did accurately predict their death, Jesus.

	 3.	 Today we are going to look at Jesus’ own death predictions so we can see 
the reason Jesus came to Earth as God in the flesh was to die to conquer 
sin and to rise to conquer death.

Guide Bible Study

	 4.	 Read Luke 11:29–32 and Matthew 12:39–41. Use material from the 
Study Guide and Bible Comments to explain the various parts of Jesus’ 
statements here. While you can briefly explain all aspects of the pas-
sage, you will want to focus specifically on what Jesus meant by the sign 
of Jonah.

	 5.	 Explain to your class that the sign of Jonah in Matthew is a reference to 
Jonah spending three days in the belly of a fish. (Look at Jonah 1:17.) 
Say, Jesus referenced this because He was trying to explain that He would 
spend three days in the depths, a metaphor for His death. Jesus was trying 
to express that His final sign to this generation would be His death and 
eventual resurrection as He would only spend three days in the tomb.

	 6.	 Now read Luke 18:31–34. Focus specifically on Jesus’s statement that 
He was going to accomplish what was written by the prophets. Read 
Isaiah 53 and discuss with your class the way Jesus fit this description. 
Use these questions to help discussion:

		  •	� How is Jesus acquainted with our grief?

		  •	� How was Jesus crushed and pierced for our transgressions?

		  •	� How was Jesus like the lamb, silent before the slaughter?

	 7.	 Discuss with your class the need for Jesus’ death. Explain that His death 
was the only way we could be reconciled back to God, the only way our 
sins could be paid for.
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	 8.	 Now explain that Jesus did not stay in the tomb, but He resurrected on 
the third day and conquered death.

Encourage Application

	 9.	 If your students have never heard the gospel this would be a good time 
to share with them the overarching story of the Bible. Start at God’s 
creation, move to the fall of man, and the problem of sin. Now, arrive at 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, expressing the need that all people have 
for Jesus’ salvation.

	 10.	 Ask your students if they have ever trusted in Jesus and affirmed His 
death and resurrection. If not, share with them what that means.

	 11.	 Pray that all your student’s lives would be shaped by the gospel mes-
sage. 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Where will we find hope in our world? The gospel of Luke was written to bring 
the good news of Jesus to an audience primarily of Gentiles. Luke wanted to 
show the non-Jewish world why the Jewish man named Jesus mattered so 
much for them: because He alone was the Messiah and their way into the 
kingdom of God, as well as Israel’s. So the kingdom of God, a phrase Luke 
used 32 times, is a major theme in this book. In fact the main purpose of 
Jesus’ ministry was to “preach the good news of the kingdom of God” (Luke 
4:43). This good news is not for Jews alone but is a crucial message for every-
one around the world to hear. So far, Luke had shown Jesus describing the 
kingdom only vaguely. Now in this passage, He described when the kingdom 
will come and what it will look like.

After Jesus gave His disciples a glimpse of glory, He resolutely set His 
face toward Jerusalem. Jesus clarified along the way that He would die and 
be raised to life. The people of Jesus’ day were looking for a king to come and 
rescue them from Roman rule. Among Jesus’ disciples was Levi who had col-
lected taxes for the Roman government and Simon a Zealot who might have 
opposed Rome militarily. There is no kingdom without a king. Was Jesus the 
king as some said, or should they look for another? In Jesus’ day people had a 
wide range of expectations as they anticipated their Messiah. Would He rule 
with military power and set Israel free?

The New Testament teaches that Jesus will one day return as a sovereign 
king. As John recorded in the book of Revelation every eye will see Him when 
He returns (1:5–8). Along the way to Jerusalem, a group of Pharisees asked 
Jesus about the timing of the kingdom to come. Jesus’ teaching gives us the 
basis for an inaugurated kingdom that has not yet reached its consumma-
tion. Jesus’ disciples, then and now live in the now but not yet fully realized 
kingdom of God.
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When the Kingdom Begins (17:20–25)

17:20–21. When does the kingdom of God come? Do we ever wonder? The 
Pharisees asked Jesus. We may think badly of the Pharisees based on their 
frequent conflicts with Jesus. But the Pharisees cared about the Scriptures. 
They believed in Heaven and Hell. In many ways, they agreed with Jesus more 
than the Sadducees. They wanted the kingdom of God to come, but they like-
ly meant something different than Jesus did. With passion for the law, the 
Pharisees longed for Israel to return to God by keeping the law fastidiously. 
Their question implied that the kingdom of God would be a particular place.

Jesus told them that the kingdom of God is not something to be ob-
served. When people said, “Here it is,” or “There it is,” they misspoke. The lo-
cation of the kingdom of God is already “in your midst.” How so? King Jesus, 
the Messiah had already arrived. What is the kingdom of God? We may think 
it is a place—like Heaven. Instead, the kingdom is the dynamic and effective 
reign of God in the world through the Messiah. Jesus’ presence in the world 
as the Messiah inaugurated the kingdom of Heaven. The kingdom has not 
come in all its fullness, but it is already here. It is not a kingdom in Heaven, 
but a kingdom from Heaven.

17:22. After Jesus answered the Pharisees’ question, He spoke directly to 
His disciples. As a teacher, Jesus continually taught His followers. Related to 
the timing of the kingdom, He predicted that a time would come when His 
disciples would want to see the days of the Son of Man. The phrase Son of 
Man was used in Daniel to express the Messiah coming in triumphant power 
in the clouds (Daniel 7:13). In this context, Jesus identified Himself as the 
Son of Man. The entire time He was with them, Jesus was their Lord and 
King, inaugurating the kingdom. In the future, Jesus’ disciples would want 
to see Him but would not be able to.

17:23. Jesus warned His disciples not to go running every time somebody 
claimed to know where the Son of Man was. In our lifetimes, people have 
claimed to be the Messiah. For over six years I served a church just up the 
road from Mt. Carmel where David Koresh was the spiritual leader of a group 
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of people. The residents there told me they followed him because they be-
lieved he could explain the seals in the book of Revelation. A Harvard educat-
ed attorney had his family there until the day the compound burned.

17:24. When Christ returns everyone will know. He will come in His way at 
His time. The Son of Man will return like lightning flashing from one end of 
the sky to another. Thunder is not visible, but lightning is. Jesus promised 
that His coming would be visible. “Look, he is coming with the clouds, and 
every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all peoples on earth 
will mourn because of him” (Revelation 1:7). The return of Christ will come 
suddenly, but not secretly. In Old and New Testament times, people saw the 
“Day of the Lord,” as a positive for Israel. But the prophets and Jesus agreed 
that the Day of the Lord would be very bad news for those who rejected Him 
(Amos 5:18–20, Joel 2:1, 11, Zephaniah 1:14–17, Revelation 1:7).

17:25. But before His return, Jesus would experience suffering and rejec-
tion in the generation in which He lived. Jesus identified Himself as the Son 
of Man and explained that He would suffer. When He pivoted and headed to 
Jerusalem, He invited His disciples to take up their crosses and follow Him. 
Jesus does not bear the cross alone. The call to follow Him will cost us every-
thing.

Judgment in the Kingdom (17:26–30)

17:26–27. What will the time be like when the Son of Man returns? Jesus 
used two familiar Old Testament stories to illustrate. First, He compared the 
arrival of the kingdom to the time of Noah. When Noah was building his ark, 
preaching about the judgment of God, people went along with life as though 
nothing would ever change. They ate, drank, and married right up to the day 
Noah entered the ark. There was nothing wrong with eating, drinking, and 
marrying. But the people of that day did not believe Noah. Then the flood 
came and destroyed them all. Jesus envisioned the coming of the kingdom as 
a time of judgment for those who do not believe.
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17:28–29. Jesus offered Lot’s time as a second example of the unexpected 
disaster of the return of the Son of Man. In Lot’s day, people were eating and 
drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. They assumed the world 
would never change. Lot’s future sons-in-law even thought he was joking 
(Genesis 19:14). But when the angels took Lot by the hand and led him out 
of Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all. Those 
who did not believe and repent were destroyed suddenly.

17:30. For Jesus, the kingdom of Heaven was more about a person, the Son 
of Man, than it was about a particular place. When the Son of Man is re-
vealed, people will not be expecting it, and many will experience devastating 
judgment.

Arrival of the King and His Kingdom (17:31–37)

17:31. Jesus gave examples of the response people would make to His com-
ing in the kingdom. One might be on a housetop, but there would be no time 
to go and get valued possessions. When we get on a plane, we are told that if 
we evacuate, we should leave our things behind. Another person might be in 
the field, but they should not run back to the house to safeguard possessions. 
There is no turning back when we decide to follow Jesus (Luke 9:62). A pastor 
and his wife, new friends of ours, told us about being in Hawaii when the fires 
destroyed a large section of the island where they were staying. They went 
back to retrieve their possessions but were turned away by the authorities. 
Their clothes and electronics were in an area that was presumed to have been 
burned. It was not safe for them to go back. Jesus envisioned the fulfillment 
of the kingdom in the same way. Whether in the house or field, when the Son 
of Man comes, no one will be able to retrieve their possessions.

17:32–33. Returning to His earlier analogy, Jesus warned them not to be-
come like Lot’s wife who looked back and lost her life (Genesis 19:26). Two 
paradoxes arrest us as we read. Those who try to keep their lives will lose 
them. But those who lose their lives will preserve them. Nothing in this world 
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is as valuable as the life God has for us. We loosen our grip on worldly valu-
ables because they pale by comparison to the kingdom.

17:34–36. On some normal day for the world, with some sleeping and oth-
ers working as usual, the day of judgment will arrive suddenly. Everyone, 
even down to family members and coworkers, will be divided with some be-
ing sent to judgment and others to the eternal kingdom. In the analogies, 
Jesus emphasized that the sudden judgment of the Son of Man will cause 
some to be taken away and lost, while the others stay and are safe.

17:37. The disciples knew Jesus was their Lord. They asked Him a one-word 
question, “Where?” Where will this happen? Jesus answered cryptically, 
“Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.” Vultures routine-
ly recognize carrion. No one has to tell them where to look. Jesus’ answer is 
hard to interpret, but most likely He meant that the judgment will be globally 
visible and as permanent as death. Wherever judgment finds anyone in the 
world, there will be no second chance. As Deuteronomy 28:26 and other vers-
es suggest, to be vulture-food is a truly horrible end.

Focusing on the Meaning

When will the kingdom of Christ come? If we ask the members of our class-
es, we might hear a chorus of strong but divided opinions. When Jesus was 
asked about the timing of the kingdom, He spoke about Himself as the Son of 
Man. After His suffering and rejection, the Son of Man will return suddenly 
and visibly.

We live our lives in the inaugurated but not consummated kingdom. Are 
we living as though King Jesus came into the world and died for us? Do we 
hedge our bets believing some other events must take place before Christ 
returns? The early believers lived with an eye to the sky.

We still do not know the timing of Jesus’ return. But we do know that 
Christ’s return will catch some people unawares. Judgment will fall on those 
who are not prepared.
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Before Christ returns, we must decide what is valuable to us. If we lose 
our lives for Christ’s sake we will preserve them. But if we seek to save our 
own lives, we will lose them.

For this reason, we must live fully prepared for that wonderful day. This 
is not a matter to take lightly, or to think about later. Prioritize it now! God 
has graciously given us this much time already to join His already-present 
kingdom. But when the clock runs out, we won’t get a second chance. Noth-
ing matters more for our lives now than ordering our whole lives as members 
of the kingdom of God.

Everyone will know when Christ returns. Some will be taken and others 
left. Ultimately, judgment will find those who refuse to follow Jesus as Lord. 
But for those who trust in Jesus, He is and always will be our only hope.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Ask students to discuss with someone sitting close, “If you knew Je-
sus was coming back tomorrow, what would change today?” After a few 
minutes, hear reports.

	 2.	 Ask, What are some things we spend time planning? Record their answers 
on the whiteboard. (possible answers: vacations, house remodeling 
projects, prom night, etc.)

			   Say, We plan for weddings, retirement, and vacations, but when it comes 
to the return of Jesus, it’s easy to ignore, because it doesn’t seem to be urgent-
ly important. Today, Jesus gives us a warning and a promise. He wants us to 
be ready, not with fear, but with faith.

Guide Bible Study

Teacher Tip: Encourage learners in advance to bring phones or tablets to ac-
cess Bible study tools like those at www.txb.org/thestudy. Encourage them to 
look up cross-references, word meanings, or commentaries during the study.

	 3.	 Have someone read aloud Luke 17:20–21. Then ask the following.

		  •	� What did Jesus mean when He said, “The Kingdom of God is in your 
midst”? Have someone look up this question at www.gotquestions.
org and report to the class. They might also look up, “What is the 
concept of ‘already but not yet’?”

		  •	� Use an online tool to explore the Greek word for “within” or in your 
midst (Greek: entos). What does it imply?
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			   Encourage learners to compare translations. Let them discover 
that Jesus was likely referring to His presence among them, and how, 
through faith, His rule is established in hearts today.

	 4.	 In the lesson content, under the heading, “When the Kingdom Begins 
(17:20–25),” have your group read and discuss the already/not yet as-
pects of the kingdom of God. Ask: Where can we find the kingdom of God?

	 5.	 Read Luke 17:22–25 Ask the following questions.

		  •	� What is Jesus warning the disciples about?

		  •	� Use a study Bible or online tool to look up other times Jesus spoke of 
“the days of the Son of Man.” What do we learn?

			   Make a note of how Jesus shifts their expectations from a sudden, 
visible takeover to something unexpected and initially hidden.

	 6.	 Read Luke 17:26–30, then assign two groups.

		  •	� Group One: Genesis 6:22–7:7—Noah

		  •	� Group Two: Genesis 19:12–29—Lot

		  After 5 minutes, ask each group to report back:

		  •	� What was it like for those living in those days before judgment came?

		  •	� What similarities do you see with life today?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 7.	 Now read Luke 17:31–37. Ask the following questions.

		  •	� What is the warning in verses 31–33?

		  •	� What does it mean to “lose your life” and yet “save” it?

		  •	� Have someone read Revelation 1:5–8. Ask, What future promise ties 
all this together?

	 8.	 Ask, What does it mean that some will be taken, others left (Luke 17:31–
35). Read to the class the commentary from the Teaching Guide for 
17:34–36.
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Encourage Application

	 9.	 Ask, What would living ready for Christ’s return look like this week? Is there 
anything in your life you’re holding onto that would be hard to let go of if He 
came today?

			   Ask students to jot down one way they’ll live with kingdom aware-
ness this week—serving someone, repenting of something, or sharing 
hope with a friend.

	 10.	 Close with a prayer thanking God for His kingdom within us now, and 
the promise that He is coming again.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Ask, If Jesus came back this week, how would it change your plans? Encour-
age honest answers, lighthearted or serious. Record their responses on 
a whiteboard.

	 2.	 Say, Most of us believe Jesus is coming again, but life moves fast and it’s easy 
to drift into “business as usual.” Today, Jesus gives us a reality check: His 
return will be sudden, unexpected, and deeply personal.

Guide Bible Study

Teacher Tip: Great online Bible study helps can be found at www.txb.org/
thestudy. To boost discussion, ask people to “turn and talk” with a neighbor 
before sharing with the group.

	 3.	 Read Luke 17:20–21 aloud. Ask the following questions.

		  •	� What were the Pharisees hoping to see when they asked about the 
kingdom?
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		  •	� Jesus said, “the kingdom of God is in your midst.” What does that 
mean? Is it already here? Still coming?

			   Share the following explanation, if needed. Jesus taught that the 
kingdom of God is both now and not yet. First, it’s already here wherev-
er people follow Him (Luke 17:21). Second, it’s still coming—Jesus will 
return to rule over everything (Revelation 11:15; Matthew 25:31–34). 
This “already and not yet” tension helps us understand both our current 
calling and our future hope as followers of Christ.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 4.	 Read Luke 17:22–25. Ask the following questions.

		  •	� What was Jesus warning them about here? Why did He say people 
“will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man”?

		  •	� What does verse 25 tell us about Jesus’ path to glory?

	 5.	 Split into groups of two or three. Have them look up and discuss one of 
these background stories:

		  •	� Genesis 6:22–7:7—Noah

		  •	� Genesis 19:12–29—Lot

		  Then ask the following questions.

		  •	� What was daily life like in Noah and Lot’s time?

		  •	� What made the judgment feel so sudden, even though warnings had 
come?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 6.	 Read Luke 17:26–30 together. Ask the following questions.

		  •	� What similarities do you see with our world today?

		  •	� What was Jesus trying to help His disciples understand about readi-
ness?
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	 7.	 Wrap up this section with verses 31–37. Ask the following questions.

		  •	� What’s the warning in verses 31–33?

		  •	� Why do you think Jesus ends with this: “Where there is a dead body, 
there the vultures will gather”? (Use this as a visual metaphor for 
obvious signs of judgment.)

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Encourage Application

	 8.	 Ask your students to consider these questions this week.

		  •	� How ready am I for Christ’s return?

		  •	� How can I “live ready” this week, in my habits, in my witness, and in 
my priorities?

	 9.	 Close by inviting class members to silently answer this, “Lord, what do 
You want me to take away from this lesson today?” You might end with 
Revelation 1:7 as a reminder, “Look, he is coming with the clouds.” He 
is coming, and for believers, that is our only hope.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Are we ready to receive our King? Luke continued the story of the arrival 
of the kingdom of God. Before we get to His triumphal entry, we find two 
important pericopes or passages to prepare us. First, Luke told about an en-
counter Jesus had along the way, and second, a parable He told.

In Jericho, Jesus encountered Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector who served 
the Roman Emperor (Luke 19:1–10). By seeking Zacchaeus out, Jesus intro-
duced this despised man to his true King, King Jesus. As a “baby” Christian, 
Zacchaeus showed immediate evidence of transformation. In his job, he had 
pursued dishonest gain. Now he was determined to make reparations and 
give money away. This takes the wind out of the sails of any who would ex-
cuse the bad behavior of young Christians by saying, “Well, they are just baby 
Christians.” Paul would later explain, “If anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come. The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

After He left Jericho, perhaps as He ascended the mountain to get from 
Jericho to Jerusalem along the notorious road where robbers lived, Jesus told 
a parable about residents of a kingdom who rejected their new king (Luke 
19:11–27). The king entrusted some of his wealth to his servants. When the 
king returned home, he held his servants to account for their investment of 
his money. Memorably, the first two showed a good return on their invest-
ment. As a reward, they were offered the responsibility of managing cities. 
But the third, in fear of the king, had hidden his mina away in a piece of 
cloth. The king replied by denouncing the servant for not putting the mina 
on deposit for interest. The third servant lost his mina and his opportunity. 
The mina was given to the one who had ten minas. The king explained his de-
cision and then asked for the ones who had rejected him as king so he might 
put them to death.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

The Lord Needs It (19:28–35)

19:28. After Jesus told the story about the rejected king, He entered the 
city of the Great King, Jerusalem (Matthew 5:35). The expression “going up 
to Jerusalem,” captures a geographic reality as well as a spiritual truth. The 
ascent from Jericho to Jerusalem is steep measuring about 3300 feet over 15 
miles. The Psalms of the ascents also point to the spiritual journey through 
the songs of the pilgrims who went up to Jerusalem for festivals (Psalms 
120–134).

19:29. In the last two miles going up to Jerusalem, Jesus passed by two 
small villages. First, He passed Bethphage or “the house of figs,” before He 
came to Bethany “the house of dates.” Bethany was also the place where His 
friends Martha, Mary, and Lazarus hosted Him and where John told us He 
raised Lazarus back to life (John 11). As they came close to the Mount of 
Olives and a road descending into the valley outside the city gates of Jerusa-
lem, Jesus sent two of His disciples to procure the colt of a donkey for Him 
to ride. In the Old Testament, we learn about kings entering their dominion 
on a donkey. The prophet predicted that Israel’s king would come in this way 
(Zechariah 9:9). Luke did not tell his readers about the significance of this 
fulfillment of prophecy, perhaps because his audience was comprised of Gen-
tiles or perhaps because the king riding into the city on a donkey was widely 
known as a symbol of a royal entrance.

19:30–31. Jesus seemed to know about the colt before they came to the 
city. Had He prearranged this or was He exercising His power to see what 
lay ahead of Him? Luke did not explain. But Jesus gave specific instructions 
about finding the colt, which had never been ridden. They were to untie it and 
bring it to Jesus. In the case someone asked what they were doing, (which 
might well have been expected), Jesus told them to tell those who inquired, 
“The Lord needs it.” The word Lord or kurios was used by the Roman citizens 
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to offer homage to Caesar by saying, “Caesar is Lord.” Far from misappropri-
ating property, Jesus was exercising His royal prerogative.

19:32–34. Jesus’ instructions proved accurate down to the detail of oth-
ers asking His disciples why they were untying the colt. They obeyed Jesus 
and said, “The Lord needs it.” This explanation proved to be acceptable to the 
owners of the colt. We don’t know their names, but they knew enough to give 
the Lord what He needed. Do we?

19:35–36. Unlike the people in the parable who rejected their king (Luke 
19:14), many residents of Jerusalem received King Jesus. Welcoming a king 
required something of the subjects. Jesus’ disciples brought the colt to Jesus, 
threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. The people spread their 
cloaks on the road, again recognizing their King, King Jesus. Why would they 
sacrifice their clothes in this way? The Lord needed them, and they needed 
to worship Him.

Welcoming the King (19:37–38)

19:37. In His triumphal entry, Jesus rode down the hill to the approval and 
applause of His disciples. They knew King Jesus because He had performed 
so many miracles. So they praised Him as their king fulfilling the psalmist’s 
words (Psalm 118:22–29). Jesus was the King who came in the name of the 
Lord.

19:38. They blessed Him and prayed for “peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest.” We see similar references to peace in Luke’s nativity narratives 
(Luke 1:79; 2:14; 2:29). The people longed for shalom or peace to come and 
they believed it arrived with Jesus, their Messiah. Peace was not just the ab-
sence or end of conflict, but the presence of God’s blessing upon His people. 
Not only people in Israel, but people all over the world still long for the peace 
only Jesus can give.
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Greatness in the Kingdom (22:24–30)

From the adoring crowd we move to Jesus’ time with His disciples at the 
Last Supper. Once again Jesus gave instructions to Peter and John about 
the preparations for the Passover. His instructions were very specific about a 
man carrying a water jar. Luke showed us that Jesus had knowledge to see the 
future. They were to explain to the owner of the house, “The Teacher asks.” 
Once again, Jesus’ prediction came true exactly. As Jesus fed them the bread 
and the cup, He predicted that one of them would betray Him.

22:24. The disciples debated about which one of them would be called the 
greatest. Jesus had called all twelve of them. At the Transfiguration, He took 
an inner circle of three with Him and showed them His glory. Even watching 
Jesus wash their feet had not fully resolved the conflict over who would be 
greatest (John 13:12–17).

22:25. In response to their dispute, Jesus contrasted the Gentiles’ exercise 
of authority with that of His kingdom. Gentile kings lorded their authority 
over their subjects and even gave themselves the title, “Benefactors.” These 
leaders wanted others to see their reigns as “benevolent” dictatorships. Their 
subjects might not have been impressed with the titles.

22:26. “But you are not to be like that.” Jesus’ disciples were not to lord au-
thority over each other. Instead of mimicking a hierarchical structure based 
upon tenure and position, Jesus established an unexpected pattern. The 
youngest might rise to leadership in His kingdom. The greatest were to rule 
with servant hearts.

22:27. Jesus taught the disciples by asking a simple hospitality question. 
Who is greater, the server or the one being served? Everyone knew the one 
being served was greater. Then Jesus pointed to His own role as a servant. He 
had not pulled rank by requiring one of them to wash His feet or serve Him. 
Jesus showed that He was the servant King.



Lesson 10: Here Comes the Servant King� 141 

22:28. Then who were the disciples? What were their credentials in the 
kingdom? They had stood by Jesus’ side in His trials. They were about to wit-
ness His arrest and gruesome crucifixion. Standing by His side would become 
even more difficult in the hours that followed.

22:29–30. King Jesus had now come to the time of His crucifixion-coro-
nation. His Father had conferred the kingdom on Jesus. Our unselfish King 
Jesus passed the kingdom on to His disciples. Jesus portrayed the kingdom 
as a place to sit and dine at His table. His disciples will sit on thrones judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel. First, we notice the parallel of the twelve disciples 
with the twelve tribes of ancient Israel. The Church fulfills the mission of an-
cient Israel without replacing Israel. These thrones will not be token thrones 
but places of judgment. Do the twelve tribes symbolize all those who enter 
the kingdom? Luke did not explain. Without a doubt, being one of Jesus’ 
followers is eternally consequential.

Focusing on the Meaning

Christian leaders find themselves in the news for many bad reasons these 
days. What does it mean to be a leader in the church? I remember when I 
came to our church twenty-seven years ago, a businessman in the church 
asked me what I was reading. Several recent secular leadership books came to 
mind, so I shared the titles. He said, “That is interesting. I am reading books 
on spiritual formation.”

Jesus points us to a better model. The King of the ages for all eternity 
emptied Himself and took the form of a servant (Philippians 2:4–11). With 
knowledge of what would happen, and with royal presence, Jesus rode a don-
key into the city to declare Himself the true King, as opposed to the puppet 
kings of the Herodion dynasty. His disciples worshiped Him with acclama-
tion. When we worship the Lord Jesus Christ, we are declaring our allegiance 
to our King. I once heard Dr. Jim Denison ask, “Is Jesus your King or your 
hobby?” How would our class members answer that question? Is Jesus pe-
ripheral or central to our lives inside and outside the church? When we come 
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to worship together, we are looking for our Leader. He is here, always here 
among His people.

We are not so different from the disciples who argued over who was 
the greatest. Many church conflicts emerge from personality clashes over 
who will be in charge. Sometimes our members are looking for power in the 
church so they can have control of something in their lives. I once watched 
a well-known pastor berate the Executive Director of an association in the 
presence of the pastors from the association. When I checked on our director 
later, he observed that when people lack power at home, or in their work 
environments, they see the church as at least one place where they are in 
charge. This still rings true to me. To you?

In the Luby’s cafeteria line of the kingdom, church members are not the 
ones with the trays getting the food, but the workers behind the line serving 
it. Jesus contrasted the secular leadership style of His day with leadership in 
His kingdom. In a dog-eat-dog world, small dogs get eaten. We sometimes 
hear Christians lauding bravado as a virtue. One lay-person told the story 
of watching his pastor harshly correct the sound technician. This lay-leader 
surprised me when he said, “My pastor could be the CEO of a Fortune 500 
company. I want to lead like he does.” The model for leadership in the Scrip-
ture is the shepherd, not the modern CEO. Even secular leaders have written 
about the importance of being a servant to lead an organization. Would it 
not be ironic if the church chose the model of dictatorship while some in the 
secular world moves to the servant model?

When we choose to follow Jesus, He bestows on us a place of honor at His 
table. This is not something we can acquire by our ingenuity or effort. King 
Jesus confers it as a gift. As a young pastor, I received an invitation to join 
a president of a university at his table. I was so amazed to be invited. How 
much greater to be invited to God’s banqueting table in His kingdom? With 
kingdom privilege comes kingdom responsibility. Serving in Christ’s king-
dom means we will have significant roles to play in eternity. In the preceding 
parable, Jesus spoke of those who were faithful with a few talents receiving 
greater responsibility (Luke 19:17, 19).



Lesson 10: Here Comes the Servant King� 143 

Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Ask, Have you seen someone in authority take the role of a servant? Maybe 
a boss cleaning the breakroom, or a coach picking up trash after a game? Ask 
them to give some examples. Then ask, Why is that so surprising, and why 
is it so powerful?

	 2.	 Say, As Jesus entered Jerusalem, people celebrated like a king was coming 
to take the throne. But Jesus had a very different kind of kingdom in mind. 
Today’s lesson helps us discover what kind of King He really is.

Guide Bible Study

Teacher Tip: Encourage learners in advance to bring phones or tablets to 
access Bible study tools like those at www.txb.org/thestudy.

	 3.	 Ask someone to read aloud Luke 19:28–38. Encourage class members to 
use online tools like BibleGateway, Logos, or Blue Letter Bible to:

		  •	� Compare translations (NIV, ESV, CSB, NLT)

		  •	� Explore word meanings or commentary on “colt” and “Hosanna”

			   Ask, What stands out to you about the way Jesus entered Jerusalem? 
Why do you think He chose to ride a colt instead of a war horse?

	 4.	 Have students look up Zechariah 9:9–11. Ask, How does this help us bet-
ter understand what’s happening in Luke 19?

	 5.	 In pairs, have learners discuss the following questions.

		  •	� What kind of king were the people expecting?

		  •	� What kind of king was Jesus revealing Himself to be?
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			   For context, have your members read the Study Guide comments un-
der, “Preparation for the Triumphal Entry.”

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 6.	 Bring the group back together and say: Even though the crowd was shout-
ing praise, Jesus was quietly revealing something much deeper about His 
identity and mission.

	 7.	 Have another person read aloud Luke 22:24–30. Then ask, What strikes 
you about the timing of this argument among the disciples? What do you 
observe about how Jesus redefined greatness?

	 8.	 Using online tools, search for “servant” or “greatness” in the Gospels. 
What patterns or teachings do you find? How consistent is Jesus’ message? 
Try using www.openbible.info/topics.

	 9.	 Ask, Why do you think the disciples were still focused on status, even after 
years with Jesus? What did Jesus’ response reveal about the kind of King He 
is?

Encourage Application

	 10.	 Ask the group the following questions.

		  •	� When serving others, do people ever feel like it’s beneath them to do 
so? What is a setting where that’s more likely to happen?

		  •	� In what areas of your life are you more concerned with position or 
recognition than with humility and service?

	 11.	 Ask, What would it look like to serve like Jesus in your family? Your work-
place? Elsewhere?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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	 12.	 Have class members take 2–3 minutes to list ways they can serve this 
week, especially in places where they are tempted to seek status or con-
trol.

	 13.	 Jesus didn’t just talk about servant leadership; He lived it all the way to 
the cross. If our King served others, then we should ask, Am I following 
His example, or am I seeking recognition?

	 14.	 Close in prayer, thanking Jesus for His humble Kingship and asking for 
hearts willing to serve.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Welcome your group by saying, Picture a world leader who is always being 
served. (People bow, clear the way, and meet their every need.) Now pic-
ture a different leader—one who serves others. (Maybe they quietly help 
clean up or serve food at a shelter.)

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 2.	 Ask, Which kind of leadership grabs your attention most? Why do we associ-
ate leadership with power instead of service?

	 3.	 Say, As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowd welcomed a conquering king. But 
Jesus came to serve. Let’s walk through two scenes, His arrival and an argu-
ment among His disciples, to see what kind of kingdom He was really build-
ing.

Guide Bible Study

Teacher Tip: Great online Bible study helps can be found at www.txb.org/
thestudy. To boost discussion, ask people to “turn and talk” with a neighbor 
before sharing with the group.
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	 4.	 Scene One: Triumphal Entry—Luke 19:28–38. Have someone read the 
passage aloud.

	 5.	 Lecture briefly on the following points.

		  •	� Jesus made a bold but quiet choice. He rode a young donkey, not a 
war horse.

		  •	� What do you think that signaled to the people watching?

		  •	� Let someone read Zechariah 9:9–11 to see how this fulfilled prophe-
cy from 500+ years earlier.

	 6.	 Ask, What expectations did the crowd have of Jesus in that moment? If you 
had been there, what do you think you would have hoped Jesus would do 
next?

	 7.	 Discuss in pairs the following questions.

		  •	� Why might Jesus choose to enter with humility and not force?

		  •	� How does this challenge our assumptions about what it means to be 
“great”?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 8.	 Scene Two: The Argument—Luke 22:24–30. Say, This moment happened 
during the Last Supper. Jesus had just washed their feet. Then they argued 
over who is the greatest.

	 9.	 Ask, What does this tell you about where the disciples’ minds were? How 
does Jesus contrast the world’s view of greatness with God’s?

			   For context, ask someone to read the opening paragraph of “Great-
ness in the Kingdom (22:24–30)” in the Teaching Guide.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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	 10.	 Present this scenario. You are part of a church committee. Two people want 
to lead. One is confident and has experience but doesn’t work well with oth-
ers. The other is quiet, steady, and always helps, but isn’t a great speaker. 
Who would you choose, and why?

	 11.	 Ask the group, How can churches fall into the world’s view of greatness? 
Where do you see Jesus’ model of leadership at work in your church?

Encourage Application

	 12.	 Ask, Where are you tempted to chase recognition instead of serving? Who in 
your life needs to see Christ through your actions?

	 13.	 Have students look at the sidebar “Action Items” in the Study Guide. Let 
them quietly reflect for two minutes. Then ask them to write down one 
way they will serve someone this week without being seen or praised for 
it.

	 14.	 Close with prayer focused on humility, surrender, and servant-hearted 
obedience.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Jesus had been on His way to the cross for some time. As He resolutely set 
out for Jerusalem, He knew He would be crucified (Luke 9:22–23, 51). This 
was Jesus’ mission.

After the last supper, Jesus moved to the Mount of Olives where He 
prayed and was arrested. Peter disowned Jesus. The Sanhedrin heard Jesus 
testify, “The Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God” 
(Luke 22:69). The guards mocked Him. The King of Kings appeared before 
Pilate and Herod. Pilate asked Jesus if He was the king of the Jews, and He 
responded affirmatively. Realizing Jesus was under Galilean jurisdiction, Pi-
late asked Herod to rule. Herod and his soldiers mocked Jesus. Then Pilate 
tried to talk the chief priests and rulers out of crucifying Jesus. He offered to 
free Jesus instead of Barabbas. The people chose Barabbas to be released and 
Jesus to be crucified.

Along the way to the cross, soldiers conscripted Simon of Cyrene to carry 
the cross. Jesus spoke to the women and asked them not to weep for Him, 
but instead for their own children. If the world crucified Jesus, what might 
they do to His people? Even and especially on His way to the cross, Jesus 
expressed empathy and concern for others.

Interpreting the Scriptures

Readers have identified seven sayings of Jesus from the cross. Seven times 
Jesus declared His love by the words He spoke. Luke shared three of them in 
our focal passage.

Some in our classes may still have “red-letter” editions of the Bible. The 
red font marked the words Jesus spoke. As we listen to the whole story of 
Jesus’ crucifixion, we overhear His words spoken in prayer to the Father and 
in pardon to one of the thieves crucified beside Him.
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“Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?” (23:32–43)

23:32. Had a crucifixion been planned? Three crosses stood outside the city 
that day. Perhaps Jesus used Barabbas’s cross and made it His own. Between 
two criminals, Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God was crucified. Jesus was in 
the center between the two men. For eternity past and eternity future, Jesus 
is always at the center (Revelation 7:17). May He alone be the center of our 
lives and our churches.

23:33. Jesus was crucified in a place called the Skull or Golgotha. Some years 
ago, a place that looked like a skull was identified outside the city of Jeru-
salem. It is commonly called Gordon’s Calvary. Most scholars today believe 
Jesus was crucified near and buried in the “Church of the Holy Sepulchre.” 
Earliest tradition located it there. Although it is inside the city of Jerusalem 
now, archaeologists believe it was outside the city in Jesus’ day. There is no 
discernible hill there. Although recent tradition places Calvary on a hill, the 
Gospels do not mention a hill or mountain. At a place called the skull, be-
tween two thieves, Jesus was crucified.

23:34. Did Jesus die for all people? Luke let us listen to Jesus, in the first of 
three sayings. “Father, forgive them,” Jesus prayed to His Father and taught 
His disciples to do the same (Luke 11:2-4). The word forgive means to release. 
Who was Jesus releasing that day? The religious leaders and the Roman sol-
diers were there. Upon what basis did Jesus ask the Father to forgive? Those 
responsible for Jesus’ death thought they were doing something good eradi-
cating Judaism of one who pretended to be the Messiah. They did not know 
what they were doing. If they had, they would not have crucified Jesus. Even 
while He prayed for them, the soldiers divided up His clothes by casting lots.

23:35. The spectacle of crucifixion drew the attention of the people in that 
day. Cicero urged Roman citizens not to watch a crucifixion or even to think 
about it, so brutal was the practice.1 The crowds knew about His miraculous 
power. They may have been watching to see if God would do some great mir-
acle, releasing Jesus. But the rulers, likely Sadducees, sneered at the thought. 
Jesus had saved others, they admitted, but they assumed since He was not 
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really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One, that He could not save Himself. They 
were right about this, at least: Jesus could not simultaneously save Himself 
and the world. In love, He chose to die and save all who believe in Him.

23:36–38. As Luke panned the faces in the crowd, he showed us the sol-
diers who came up to Jesus and mocked Him. They offered Him wine vinegar, 
which may have dulled the senses of the suffering victims. They, too, invited 
Jesus to respond in some way. “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 
The best butchers in the world, these Roman soldiers must have thought they 
could make short work of Jesus if He tried to escape. A sign above the cross 
told them and all the bystanders, “This is the King of the Jews.” As citi-
zens of Imperial Rome, they gave no thought to a local leader.

23:39. Joining the chorus, one of the criminals, thinking of his own dilem-
ma hoped for a last-minute reprieve from the cross on which he himself hung. 
He hurled insults at the Messiah whom he did not know. “Aren’t you the Mes-
siah?” Even the criminals knew Jesus’ reputation. If He were the Messiah 
surely, He could save Himself. But mostly, the criminal was trying to save his 
own neck, saying, “Save us.” He would not be saved that day. Along with the 
other criminal, he would die.

23:40–41. The other criminal rebuked his partner in crime. “Don’t you fear 
God?” The answer was “No.” They were all being crucified, but the two crimi-
nals were receiving what they deserved. Somehow, this second criminal rec-
ognized Jesus’ innocence. As they received justice for their crimes, he knew 
the crucifixion of Jesus was a grave injustice. He spoke more than he knew, 
“This man has done nothing wrong.” Only a sinless Savior could save a sinful 
world.

23:42. Crying out to Jesus, the second criminal asked Jesus to remember 
him when Jesus came into His kingdom. For him the crown of thorns did not 
mask the true royalty of Jesus. King Jesus will come into His own kingdom, 
in His time.
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23:43. Jesus answered the man, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with 
me in paradise.” Jesus told the truth. So often, Jesus began His most poi-
gnant teachings with the expression, “Truly I tell you.” In Greek the words 
are “Amen, I say to you.” We can always trust Jesus to tell us the truth. What 
did He promise the man? The gift of eternal life the man needed would begin 
not someday but that very day. Eternal life is not so much about a length of 
time as it is about being present with Jesus. To be with Jesus will be Heaven 
for us. The word for paradise often portrayed a walled garden. In the book of 
Genesis, life begins in a garden. Jesus promised this man would join Him in 
the garden.

The Death of Jesus (23:44–49)

23:44. For three hours, from noon to three in the afternoon, the whole land 
became dark. Isaac Watts captured the darkness of Jesus’ death. “Well might 
the sun in darkness hide and shut his glories in, when Christ, the mighty 
Maker died for man the creature’s sin.”2

23:45. Some have assumed that an eclipse coincided with the crucifixion. 
But the Passover happens on the full moon, so it was not an eclipse. Why was 
it dark then? The sun stopped shining. If Joshua could pray and lengthen a 
day, how much more could Jesus make the sun go away (Joshua 10:12–14). 
I once heard, “The sun went out when the Son of God died.” In addition, the 
curtain in the Temple was torn in two. This curtain separated the rest of the 
Temple from the Holy Place where God presided. What does the tearing sym-
bolize? On the cross, Jesus made a way for us to come into the presence of 
God Himself. As Jesus died on the cross, the curtain opened through Him for 
all to enter the presence of God.

23:46–49. Artists have tried to capture the power of the cross. Jesus’ last 
words were a loud cry. The writer of Hebrews would later write, “With fervent 
cries and tears,” Jesus prayed in the garden (Hebrews 5:7). What was the last 
thing Jesus said? Looking at the seven sayings, we may conclude that His fi-
nal words were, “It is finished”(John 19:30). Others believe Jesus’ last words 
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were, “Father, into your hands I commit my Spirit.” After the cry of derelic-
tion (Matthew 27:46, Psalm 22:1) one might assume Jesus was completely 
separate from God the Father. But with these words, He reminds us of His re-
lationship. We also note Jesus’ trust in His Father. “Into your hands.” When 
He said, “I commit my Spirit,” we remember that Jesus’ death was voluntary. 
With those last words, Jesus breathed His last breath.

The Burial of King Jesus (23:50–56)

In the crowd that day was a centurion who praised God upon Jesus’ death 
and extolled him as “a righteous man” (Luke 23:47). Outsiders knew what in-
siders should have known. The gawking crowd was suddenly ashamed, beat-
ing their breasts. Some of Jesus’ followers stood nearby watching.

23:50. The gospel of John described secret followers of Jesus among the 
religious leaders (John 12:42–43). Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the 
Sanhedrin or Council of Seventy was a good and upright man. An upright 
man, Joseph recognized the righteous man whom the centurion described.

23:51. The decision to arrest and crucify Jesus had not been unanimous 
on the Council. Joseph did not consent to their decision and action. Joseph 
came from the town of Arimathea. But he was waiting for God’s kingdom to 
come. Joseph recognized the King when he saw Him.

23:52. While many of Jesus’ followers, like Peter, cowered in fear, Joseph 
approached Pilate and asked for the body. This very action identified Joseph 
with Jesus and confirmed that Joseph and the others who watched at a dis-
tance believed in Jesus. They were not ashamed to be associated with Jesus. 
Are we?

23:53. Joseph took Jesus’ body down, wrapped it in a linen cloth and placed 
it in a tomb cut in the rock. In ancient Israel, graves were often carved out of 
rock and sealed with a large wheel-shaped stone. No one had ever been bur-
ied in that tomb before Jesus.
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23:54–56. The women mentioned earlier followed Joseph to the tomb. 
With deference to the calendar and beginning of the Sabbath, Joseph and 
the women did not prepare Jesus’ body then. Instead, they planned to return 
after the Sabbath. They went to the tomb to observe and know where Jesus’ 
body was; so great was their devotion to Him. Then they returned home and 
prepared the burial spices and perfumes. But they kept the commandment to 
keep the Sabbath holy.

Focusing on the Meaning

Remember the old Spiritual, “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”3 
During our recent Holy Week celebration, I encountered a painting in which 
the artist tried to depict the crucifixion scene from Jesus’ point of view. The 
faces in the crowd reveal the groups of people in attendance that day. Luke, 
too, showed us the faces in the crowd.

One way to approach the text is to see the different groups as Luke de-
picted them. The criminals were there. Onlookers anticipated something 
might happen. Rulers of the people sneered. Soldiers mocked. In the crowd, 
Jesus saw a representation of those for whom He died.

One might attend to the three sayings that Luke chose to include in his 
account of the crucifixion. Jesus prayed for the forgiveness of His murder-
ers. To the one criminal Jesus promised salvation. One criminal was saved so 
none of us should despair. Only one was saved so no one should ever presume 
a universal salvation. Finally, Jesus returned to His Father in prayer. in which 
Jesus cried out in the words of the psalmist, “My God, my God why have 
you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). Jesus returned to His Father in deep 
trust. With His final words, Jesus revealed that He is not only the sacrificial 
substitute for sins, but He is Cristus Victor, the One who has won the victory 
through His death.

Luke 23:47–48 also shows us a centurion and some of Jesus’ followers. 
Joseph and the women courageously and carefully attended to Jesus’ body. 
Obediently, they waited in agony to care for the body of the One who had 
saved them, healed them, and taught them.
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How are we to reflect on Jesus’ crucifixion? Luke shows us the titles of 
our Lord in the words of the mockers. Jesus is the Messiah, the Chosen One, 
the King of the Jews. He had accomplished His mission to get to Jerusalem 
and give His life as a substitutionary atonement for sin.

In 2000, we took a large group on a tour of Israel with three buses. One 
day we went to Gordon’s Calvary and looked up at a skull shaped hill. Beneath 
us in the crowd that day were people at a bus stop. Two men came to blows 
in an argument. Did they have any idea that the Prince of Peace had procured 
peace for them on a cross at a place called the Skull? If they had known, would 
they have fought? Do we know the peace that Jesus purchased for us at such 
an unimaginable price?

In one of our groups, a woman peppered our British guide with questions. 
“Where?” she asked. “Where on that hill was Jesus crucified?” In a voice rem-
iniscent of British actor Sir John Gielgud, our guide answered, “Madame, I 
cannot tell you where our Lord was crucified. But I can tell you why He was 
crucified. It was for my sins.” The crowd grew quiet as all pondered the truth 
of that statement. “Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Sometimes 
it causes me to tremble.” Were you there? I was. Were you?

ENDNOTES

	 1	In Michael Licona’s The Resurrection of Jesus: A New Historiographical Ap-
proach, he mentions that Cicero commented on crucifixion. It is in Against 
Verres 2.5.165. 

	 2	Isaac Watts, “Alas, and Did My Savior Bleed.” Baptist Hymnal. LifeWay 
Worship. 2008.

	 3	 Were You There, Baptist Hymnal. LifeWay Worship. 2008.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Say, A woman once stood in court as the man who killed her son was sen-
tenced. At the end, she asked to hug him. Everyone in the courtroom froze. 
Why would she do that? Then ask, What does it take to forgive like that?

	 2.	 Say, Forgiveness is beautiful when we receive it, but when we’re hurt, it feels 
costly. Today we’ll look at the ultimate cost: Jesus forgiving from the cross.

	 3.	 Ask, Why is forgiveness often so difficult, even for followers of Jesus?

Guide Bible Study

Teacher Tip: Encourage learners in advance to bring phones or tablets to 
access Bible study tools like those at www.txb.org/thestudy.

	 4.	 Ask someone to read aloud Luke 23:32–46, slowly. When they are fin-
ished, pause and ask, If you were standing at the foot of the cross, what 
would you feel when you heard Jesus say, “Father, forgive them”?

	 5.	 Ask, What stands out to you about Jesus’ Words in verse 34: “Father, forgive 
them”? What do you learn about Jesus’ heart in the way He responded to the 
thief on the cross? How does physical darkness in verses 44–45 connect to 
what was happening spiritually?

			   Explain the Bible Comments for Luke 23:45 in the Teaching Guide and 
discuss the darkness and the torn curtain. Ask, What was the significance 
of both? What message was God sending by tearing the curtain from top to 
bottom?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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	 6.	 Read and compare Luke 23:34 with Psalm 22:7, 17–18. What connec-
tions do you see between prophecy and fulfillment? Ask, How does ful-
filled prophecy shape your confidence in Jesus’ mission?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 7.	 Ask someone to read Luke 23:50–56. Then ask the following questions.

		  •	 What risks did Joseph of Arimathea take in claiming Jesus’ body?

		  •	� Why was it important that Jesus’ body was treated with care and 
buried? (Look at Luke 24:1–3 for context.)

	 8.	 Use a Bible search tool to look up the phrase “new covenant.” What do 
you find about its meaning and purpose?

	 9.	 Comment on how Matthew 16:21 and Luke 24 help us see that none of 
this was accidental, Jesus had prepared for it, predicted it, and walked 
into it willingly. Ask, Why is it significant for our understanding of forgive-
ness to know that Jesus knew what would happen to Him?

Encourage Application

	 10.	 Ask, If Jesus could forgive the people responsible for His death, how does 
that shape your understanding of what He asks from us?

	 11.	 Give each member a small stone and a permanent marker. Ask them 
to think of one name that came to mind when you ask, “Will I forgive 
those who sin against me?” Ask them to write the name on the stone, as 
they commit to forgiving like Jesus did.

	 12.	 Say, Jesus didn’t wait for an apology. He forgave to set us free, not just from 
guilt, but from bitterness and revenge. His blood sealed the new covenant 
that offers complete forgiveness. That same forgiveness should flow through 
us to others.
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			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 13.	 Close in prayer, thanking Jesus for enduring the cross to forgive, and 
asking for hearts that mirror His mercy.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Display two photos side by side: one of a courtroom scene, and one of a 
person embracing someone else in forgiveness. Ask, Which picture more 
closely reflects your view of justice? When has forgiveness felt impossible, or 
maybe even unfair?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 2.	 Say, Forgiveness can feel almost impossible. But on the cross, Jesus forgave 
in the hardest moment imaginable. What does that mean for us?

Guide Bible Study

Teacher Tip: You can find great Bible study helps at www.txb.org/thestudy. 
To boost discussion, ask people to “turn and talk” with a neighbor before 
sharing with the group.

	 3.	 Read Luke 23:32–46 aloud. Briefly explain the setting: Jesus was cruci-
fied between two criminals. One mocked; one believed. And in the mid-
dle of it all, Jesus spoke forgiveness.

	 4.	 Ask, What emotions or thoughts do you have when you hear Jesus say, “Fa-
ther, forgive them”? What does this moment tell us about who Jesus is?
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	 5.	 In groups of 2–3, explore Psalm 22:7, 17–18 and answer the following 
questions.

		  •	� How does this Old Testament prophecy line up with what happened 
at the cross?

		  •	� How do these verses point to God’s long-standing plan for forgive-
ness?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 6.	 Remind learners of Matthew 16:21, how Jesus had clearly told His dis-
ciples He would suffer, die, and rise again. Tie in the Luke 24 overview: 
Jesus fulfilled that mission, rose again, promised the Spirit, and ascend-
ed. Say, The cross wasn’t Jesus losing. It was Him completing the rescue mis-
sion God sent Him on. That’s why He could say, “It is finished” (John 19:30).

	 7.	 Ask, What is the significance of Jesus demonstrating forgiveness while He 
was on the cross dying for our sin? What would it take to forgive someone 
while they were actively hurting you?

	 8.	 Briefly share a real-world or historical example. (Corrie Ten Boom for-
giving a Nazi guard; an Amish community forgiving a school shooter, 
etc.) Ask, How does Jesus’ example influence your view of these stories, and 
your own story?

Encourage Application

	 9.	 Ask your group to look for the sidebar called “Action Items” in the Study 
Guide. As they read it, ask them to spend time asking themselves the 
questions it raises.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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	 10.	 This week, find a quiet moment to name the person or pain you need 
to release. Don’t wait for the other person to change. Start with your 
heart.

	 11.	 Say this to close, Forgiveness means Jesus took our deepest pain and nailed 
it to the cross with Him. It doesn’t erase the pain—it redeems it.

	 12.	 End with prayer, thanking Jesus for His forgiveness and asking for a 
heart like His.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

The first time I attended a funeral, I was the preacher. My eldest deacon, 
Brother Thomas died when I was a teen-aged pastor in Falls County. In our 
present ministry, sometimes I preach over fifty funerals in a year. But when 
my own mother died, I awakened with the realization, “Now I know what 
people feel when a family member dies.”

Luke 23 left the story of the crucifixion with Jesus wrapped in linen. 
Bound by the Sabbath and Passover responsibilities, the women waited until 
Sunday to complete the preparation of Jesus’ body. Imagine how slowly the 
seconds ticked away that Saturday. Mary had seen her son die that day. But 
the disciples knew their Savior had died. All hope must have seemed lost.

Each of the gospel writers told the story of the Resurrection uniquely. 
We are not surprised they told the same story from different vantage points. 
Luke told us about the women who saw the angels. Peter ran to the tomb to 
see for himself. John told us he outran Peter to the tomb and believed, (John 
20:3–9). Only Luke recorded the story of the two disciples who encountered 
Jesus on the road to Emmaus.

For Luke, the Resurrection was “the grand opening.” Three times he used 
the word for “open.” After Jesus, incognito, explained from the Scriptures 
that He had to suffer and die as the Messiah, He opened the two disciples 
eyes as He revealed Himself in the breaking of bread (24:31). They spoke 
about how their hearts burned as He opened the Scriptures to them (24:32). 
Later, when Jesus appeared to the disciples, He opened their minds so they 
could understand the Scriptures (Luke 24:45).

In the gospel of Luke, the Resurrection and Ascension reports are com-
pressed in just a few verses. Later Luke told in the book of Acts about the 
forty days of Jesus’ appearances (Acts 1:1–11).
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Interpreting the Scriptures

Resurrection (24:1–8)

24:1. Once the Sabbath was over, as the sun rose on Sunday morning, the 
women went to prepare Jesus’ body. The first day of the week became im-
portant for early believers as the Lord’s Day. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
changed everything. The women took the spices they had prepared and went 
to the tomb. John told us that Nicodemus purchased a large amount of spices 
to prepare Jesus’ body (John 19:39).

24:2. The women might have wondered how they would move the heavy 
stone. But the work was already done. By the time they arrived, the heavy 
stone had been rolled away. Who opened the tomb? From another gospel, we 
learn that an angel had rolled the stone away (Matthew 28:2).

24:3. But where was the body of Jesus? Luke reminded us He was their Lord. 
Understandably His disappearance caused concern. They entered the empty 
tomb looking for Jesus but did not find Him there. The morning they arrived 
His body was not in the tomb. It still is not.

24:4. Their wondering questions were answered by the appearance of two 
men. Luke’s description implies these were no ordinary men. Their clothes 
shone like lightning. Suddenly the women found themselves in the company 
of angels.

24:5. What would we do if we saw angels? The women were terrified. So they 
bowed down, faces to the ground. They had no doubt they were encountering 
those who had been in the presence of God. The angels knew the women were 
looking for Jesus. Their question must have been baffling and exhilarating to 
hear. “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” Cemeteries and tombs 
contain the dead. The angels announced that Jesus was alive.
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24:6. Jesus was not there because He had risen from the dead. Once Jesus 
arose, there was no need for Him to stay there. This simple phrase, “He has 
risen,” (based on the Greek Christus Anesti) has become a beautiful Easter 
greeting among Christians throughout the world. “Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed!” Jesus had predicted His death and Resurrection when He was in 
Galilee.

24:7. Luke showed us more than once in this chapter that Jesus Himself 
had taught the disciples He would be killed and rise again (Luke 9:22 for ex-
ample). With the disciples on the road to Emmaus, Jesus began with Moses 
and the prophets and taught them for the whole seven-mile journey that the 
Scriptures foretold the Messiah’s suffering and death (24:25–27). Again He 
told the disciples that the prophecies in the law of Moses, the Prophets, and 
the Psalms had to be fulfilled (24:44).

Jesus was handed over to sinful men, crucified, and raised again on the 
third day.

24:8. We may wonder if the trauma of the events had erased Jesus’ teach-
ings from the disciples’ minds. Or perhaps they refused to believe that the 
Christ had to be crucified. When the angels reminded the ladies, they remem-
bered His words.

Instruction (24:45–49)

After Jesus revealed Himself to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, He 
appeared again to all of the disciples. His body allowed Him to show up in 
their presence but also to eat fish. Jesus showed that He was flesh and blood 
by allowing them to touch His wounds and by eating the fish.

24:45. As Jesus had opened the eyes of the two disciples on the road to Em-
maus and opened the Scriptures to them along the way, now Jesus opened 
the disciples’ minds so they could understand the Scriptures. These followers 
had been taught the Scriptures, but they did not fully understand the predic-
tion of the Messiah’s suffering and resurrection. To this day, many who know 
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the Scriptures well cannot comprehend that Jesus is the fulfillment of the 
Old Testament Scriptures.

24:46. Now their Lord and teacher reminded them again of the prophecies 
for the Messiah: suffering and rising. On the cross Jesus quoted the psalm-
ist as He cried out to God (Psalm 22:1). Isaiah predicted that the Messiah 
would suffer and redeem (Isaiah 53). At Pentecost, we see the apostles turn 
to the Psalms as a prediction of the Resurrection (Acts 2:25–28 quotes Psalm 
16:8–11).

24:47. Next, Jesus commissioned them as witnesses to preach repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Repentance 
leads to forgiveness. In the Old Testament, the word for repent means to 
turn from sin or return to God. Here, the word translates the thought of 
one’s mind being changed, leading to a change in behavior. This forgiveness 
includes all the nations, not just Israel. But the preaching begins in Jeru-
salem. This passage anticipates Jesus’ more explicit commissioning in Acts 
1:8. God gave birth to the Church at Pentecost in Jerusalem. Then through 
persecution, the early disciples were scattered to other parts of the ancient 
world (Acts 8–28).

24:48. These disciples were witnesses of the Crucifixion and Resurrection 
of Jesus their Messiah. Witnesses tell what they have seen. Just so these 
followers of Jesus would proclaim the truth they had witnessed with their 
own eyes.

24:49. Jesus told them He was going to the Father to send what the Father 
had promised. In order to receive the promised Holy Spirit, they needed to 
stay in Jerusalem. When the Spirit came, He clothed the disciples with power 
from on high.

Ascension (24:50–53)

24:50. For three years the disciples followed Jesus and learned from Him. 
One more time they followed His lead. Jesus led the disciples back up the 
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road He had come down in the triumphal entry just days before. Again, they 
came to the village of Bethany, home to Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. Jesus 
lifted His hands and blessed the disciples. In the Old Testament, we learn the 
importance of the blessing (Genesis 12:1–3; 27:1–4; 48:15). Before He left, 
Jesus bestowed blessing on these disciples.

24:51. Jesus’ disciples received and lived under His blessing. This is Jesus’ 
continuing posture toward His people. Although the disciples had fallen away 
and did not understand, still He blessed them.

Where is Heaven? The word heaven can also mean the sky. Jesus went 
upward as He disappeared from their sight. In Acts, Luke says a cloud hid 
Him from their sight (Acts 1:9–11).

24:52. What did the disciples do until Pentecost? They worshiped Jesus. 
As they returned to Jerusalem, these early believers demonstrated great joy. 
This joy was their strength. It can also be ours. Their worship after Pentecost 
was characterized by holy awe and by heartfelt gladness. Worship is more 
than just exuberant praise, but it certainly includes this kind of rejoicing.

24:53. The disciples maintained continuity with Judaism. At this point, all 
of the disciples were Jews. It makes sense they stayed at the Temple. Later, 
Peter and John went up to the Temple at the hour of prayer (Acts 3:1). There 
in the Temple the followers of Jesus praised God. For good reason, they lived 
with perpetual enthusiasm. God had kept all His promises to His people by 
sending King Jesus to be crucified and rise again. This was no time to jump 
ship. God had greater things ahead for this group of disciples.

Focusing on the Meaning

What difference does the Resurrection make in our lives? Luke’s narrative 
shows us the way that Jesus’ disciples were transformed from despair to 
delight when they realized Christ had been raised from the dead. I heard a 
pastor say, “Something happened that Sunday morning or the church would 
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have fallen by now.” To be clear, what happened was that Christ was raised 
from the dead.

In 2000, we traveled to Israel with a number of our friends. We visited 
an empty tomb near Gordon’s Calvary. A large stone was still in the groove 
so that it might close the tomb. Walking through the open door and into the 
tomb, I was overcome with emotion. Whether Christ rose from that grave or 
one now covered by the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, or another, the truth 
arrested me again: Christ is no longer there. He has risen.

This open tomb represents the grand opening for those who study Luke 
24. Here again, we find that Christ opened the eyes of the disciples, opened 
the Scriptures to them, and opened their minds to understand. We may teach 
our class members that the suffering and resurrection of Christ had been 
foretold in the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit will open our eyes, hearts, and 
minds as we open the Scriptures together.

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ remains relevant today. When neoathe-
ists made a comeback in recent years, they disparaged anything supernatural 
in the Scriptures. They assumed all could be explained by science. With grat-
itude for all the help science has given us, it cannot help us with our greatest 
nemesis, death.

Our belief in the Resurrection strengthens our churches as it did the ear-
ly church. I heard about a pastor who realized one Easter that Christ was real-
ly raised from the dead. Ever after that he included an Easter anthem in every 
worship service. We are still an Easter people. Alleluia will always be our song.

On Valentine’s Day in 2003, my wife’s parents joined a group from Me-
morial Baptist Church in Temple, to take a bus trip to Dallas for a Gaither 
concert. Along the way, just south of Waco, Texas, the bus crashed on a rain-
slick highway. My wife’s mother was killed that day along with a few others in 
their church. After her funeral we returned to Houston.

The Holy Spirit led me to preach from the gospel of Mark that Easter Sun-
day morning. I told our people, “He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There 
you will see him” (Mark 16:7). I reminded our people that Jesus precedes us 
everywhere we go. At work, or school, and in the grocery store, they could 
know that Christ had gone before them. If we looked for Him, we would see 
Him.
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After our morning services, we decided to visit my father-in-law in Tem-
ple. When we arrived, our younger son who was ten years old asked if we 
might go back to the cemetery. Honestly, in my years as a pastor, I have not 
often gone back to cemeteries with families. As we drew closer, a heaviness 
covered us in deafening silence. I remember a blurry-eyed vision of several 
cars parked near the entrance. We made our way back to Jo’s grave and the 
emotions came crashing in again like waves. The grass had not yet covered 
the grave, and I was taken by how bare and cold the ground seemed. I turned 
away from my sons as I wept over the loss of this beautiful lady. Then un-
expectedly, in the distance I heard others begin to sing, “When peace like a 
river attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll.” It hit me. Jesus is 
going ahead of you. Look for Him and you will see Him. Even in the cemetery, 
especially in the cemetery, Christ goes before us. Because Christ went before 
us and emerged victorious over death, we may be sure that we are never alone 
in this life.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Start with these questions: Have you ever been let down by someone who 
didn’t follow through on a promise? How did it affect your trust in them?

			   Then ask, Can you think of someone in your life who always keeps their 
word? Why is that so meaningful?

	 2.	 Say, Trust is built when someone does what they say, especially when it is 
costly. Today, we’ll look at how Jesus made the boldest promise in history—
to die and rise again—and how He kept it. That single truth changes every-
thing about how we trust Him.

	 3.	 In the Study Guide, ask your group to read the paragraphs 5, 6, and 7 
under the heading “Introduction.” Once they’ve done so, engage them 
in a discussion about what gives us the ability to trust the Lord to keep 
His Word.

			   Let’s see how we can rediscover the confidence that comes from 
trusting a Savior who keeps His Word, every time.

Guide Bible Study

Teacher Tip: Continue to encourage the use of digital study tools (e.g., www.
txb.org/thestudy, Bible Hub).

	 4.	 Ask your group to read Luke 24:1–8, silently or aloud. Ask, What words 
or phrases in this passage surprise you or grab your attention? What had the 
women forgotten that the angels reminded them of? (Look at verses 6–7.) 
How does Matthew 16:21 help us understand Jesus’ expectations?
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	 5.	 Use an online tool to look up the phrase “on the third day” (Luke 24:7). 
Ask, Where else does Jesus say this? What pattern do you notice?

	 6.	 Have someone read aloud Luke 24:45–53. Ask, What did Jesus help them 
understand? What had to be fulfilled? (Look at verses 46–47.) What new 
promise did He give before ascending? (See verse 49.)

	 7.	 Use an online tool to look up cross-references for Luke 24:49 (“what my 
Father has promised”). What do you learn about the Holy Spirit?

	 8.	 Ask, How many different things did Jesus say He would do, and then did? 
How might that help us trust Him with things He says He will do in our lives 
now?

Encourage Application

	 9.	 Ask this key question, When or where do you have trouble believing what 
Jesus said? (His love for you, His forgiveness, His return, etc.)

	 10.	 Say, Jesus kept the hardest promises, the ones that cost Him His life. And He 
kept the most miraculous promise of all: rising from the dead. If He followed 
through on those, we can trust Him with everything else!

	 11.	 Challenge the group with the following tasks.

		  •	� Think of one promise Jesus has made (e.g., “I will never leave you,” or 
“I go to prepare a place for you,” etc.)

		  •	� Write it down on a notecard and carry it with you this week. Take it 
out and reflect on it often, as you offer a quick prayer of thanks to the 
one who always keeps His promises.

		  •	 When you face doubts, remember: He keeps His Word.

	 12.	 Close in prayer, thanking Jesus for being trustworthy. Ask Him to help 
each person trust His Word more deeply, even in the places where it’s 
hardest.
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DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Begin with this scenario: Imagine someone telling you they would die a vi-
olent death, but three days later they’d walk out of their own grave, and then 
actually doing it. What would that do to your trust in anything else they ever 
said?

	 2.	 Ask, What’s a promise someone made to you that you had trouble believing 
at first? Have you ever doubted Jesus’ Words, maybe because it didn’t happen 
the way you expected?

	 3.	 Say, This week’s passage reminds us that Jesus’ boldest promise, His death 
and resurrection, happened exactly as He said. If He kept that promise, we 
can trust Him with everything else.

Guide Bible Study

Teacher Tip: Great online Bible study helps for you can be found at www.txb.
org/thestudy. A great way to get more participation when you ask questions 
is to occasionally give members a chance to “turn and talk to their neighbor” 
before you ask for responses.

	 4.	 Read Luke 24:1–8 aloud. Ask, What were the women expecting? What had 
they forgotten?

	 5.	 Divide the class into 2–3 students per group and ask them to answer 
the following questions.

		  •	� Based on Matthew 16:21, what did Jesus clearly say would happen to 
Him?
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		  •	� Why do you think His disciples struggled to believe it?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 6.	 Use a visual timeline (Google: a timeline of Jesus’ predictions regarding 
His death and resurrection and ascension) to show how Jesus predicted 
His death and resurrection multiple times. Explain that Luke 24 walks 
us through the Resurrection, Jesus’ re-teaching of His mission, and His 
final instructions before ascending.

	 7.	 Read Luke 24:45–53. Ask, What is Jesus helping the disciples understand 
in verses 45–47? What promise does He give in verse 49?

	 8.	 Ask, What do you think it meant for them to wait for “power from on high”? 
How would that affect their willingness to trust Jesus?

	 9.	 Pass out slips of paper with modern-day promises from Jesus (e.g., 
John 14:27—“Peace I leave with you,” Matthew 28:20—“I am with you 
always”, etc.). Ask, Which of these do you have the hardest time believing or 
trusting right now? Why?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Encourage Application

	 10.	 Ask, Where do you personally have trouble believing what Jesus has said? 
What would it look like to take Him at His Word in that area this week?

	 11.	 Have your group read the first five paragraphs of “Focusing on the 
Meaning,” in the Teaching Guide, and then ask the question, What does 
the resurrection of Jesus mean to us, today? (A copy of this assignment is 
available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.gc2press.
org.)
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	 12.	 Challenge your students to choose one promise from Jesus that’s hard 
to trust and intentionally decide to act on it this week.

	 13.	 Say, If Jesus can predict and pull off His own resurrection, He can be trusted 
with everything else. Let’s live like that’s true.

	 14.	 Pray together, thanking Jesus for being faithful and trustworthy.



lesson Christmas 
Lesson

FOCAL TEXT

Luke 2:4–7; 3:23, 
31–34, 38

BACKGROUND

Genesis 17:1–7; 21:1–5; 2 
Samuel 7:5–16; Matthew 

5:17; Galatians 3:16

Jesus’ Birth 
and Ancestry

MAIN IDEA

Jesus’ lineage held significance, but 
His Spiritual lineage held even greater 
importance.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

What is the significance of Jesus’ 
genealogy?

TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand through 
God’s providence, Jesus was a descen-
dant of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, 
and David

BIBLE
TEACHING 

GUIDE 



CHRISTMAS: Jesus’ Birth and Ancestry� 175 

Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

God revealed His lovingkindness throughout the Old Testament through 
a series of covenant promises. First, God promised to Noah that He would 
never again destroy the earth by flood (Genesis 9:8–11). Next, God made a 
covenant with Abraham promising to make his descendants as numerous as 
the stars in the heavens and to give them the Promised Land as their eternal 
inheritance (Genesis 12:1–3; 15:1–21; 17:1–7). Finally, God made a covenant 
with David to establish his descendants upon Israel’s throne forever (2 Sam-
uel 7:5–16).

After Israel was carried off into exile and there ceased to be a king in 
Israel, the people began to wonder how God would keep His promises to His 
people. God promised through the prophets that He would not abandon Is-
rael forever. He would send a Savior from the house of David to shepherd the 
people, redeem them from their sins, and restore the glory of Israel. Isaiah 
(9:7; 11:1, 10; 16:5; 55:3), Jeremiah (23:5; 33:14–17), Ezekiel (34:22–25), 
Hosea (3:5), Amos (9:11), and Micah (5:2) all prophesied about a Messiah 
from the line of David.

Luke went out of his way to explain that Jesus is this long-awaited de-
scendant of King David (1:27; 1:31–33; 2:4,11; 3:31; 18:39). The angel’s 
words to Mary are the most direct, “The Lord God will give Him the throne 
of His father David, and He will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; His 
kingdom will never end” (Luke 1:32–33).

Luke’s purpose was broader than proving that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of David. He wanted to prove that Jesus is also the Savior of the world. 
He is the Seed, promised to Abraham, that will bless the nations (Galatians 
3:16). He is the son of Adam, and therefore brother to all humanity. Primar-
ily, He is the Son of God, who, in order to keep His promises, became one of 
us, to redeem us from our sins.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

The Birth of Jesus (2:4–7)

2:4. Caesar Augustus reigned from 31 BC–AD 14. Caesar instituted the cen-
sus for the purpose of establishing a list of subjects to aid in taxation efforts. 
Those who found their lives upended by the whims of the emperor likely 
blamed him for their troubles. For Luke, Caesar unwittingly served God’s 
purposes by helping to get Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, the prophesied 
birthplace of the Messiah (Micah 5:2).

Joseph submitted to Caesar’s decree and took Mary from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem because he was of the house of David. Modern people often speak 
of going up to a place if it is north of where they are. Bethlehem is 90 miles 
due south of Nazareth. Bethlehem is around 2,300 feet higher than Nazareth 
requiring an upward journey.

Bethlehem sat about 4.5 miles from Jerusalem. Throughout the New Tes-
tament, Jerusalem is called “The City of David,” but Luke applied the term to 
Bethlehem since it was David’s hometown (2:11). Noting Joseph’s ancestry 
heightens messianic expectations.

Scholars struggle to pinpoint the exact date of Jesus’s birth, and Luke 
probably did not know a precise date. Whereas Luke can provide a clear date 
to the beginning of John’s ministry (3:1), all he can say of Jesus’s age is that 
He is around thirty (3:23).

2:5. Mary traveled with Joseph. She was described as being “pledged to be 
married to him.” Jews in Jesus’s day had a two-step process for marriage. The 
first phase was called betrothal. In this phase, the two families had already 
legally arranged the marriage in front of witnesses. The agreement could only 
be dissolved through formal divorce proceedings. The bride was officially con-
sidered the man’s wife, although she continued to live with her family until 
the marriage ceremony, which usually occurred a year after the betrothal. 
Only then would the marriage be consummated.

Noting that Mary “was expecting a child” feels a little redundant in 
Luke’s narrative. The reminder does advance the story. In 1:27, she was a 
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virgin pledged to be married. In this verse, she remained only pledged to be 
married, and therefore still a virgin, but she was miraculously expecting a 
child just as the angel had said.

2:6–7. We are not told how long Mary and Joseph had been in Bethlehem 
before she delivered Jesus. “While they were there” implies they may have 
been in the town for several days or even longer. They may very well have 
found lodging in a public place. What they could not find when it came time 
for Jesus to be born was a private space like a guest room in which to deliver 
the child.

“Firstborn” does not necessitate that Mary had more children, but it does 
leave the door open to that possibility.

Luke notes that Mary wrapped Jesus in strips of cloth, in part, because 
this would be one of the signs the angel gave the shepherds in order to iden-
tify the baby once they reached Bethlehem (2:12). Ezekiel 16:4 mentions this 
practice as if it was the normal custom of the day.

Luke did not state the kind of shelter Mary and Joseph found in order to 
provide Mary a private space to deliver the child. The mention of the manger, 
a feeding trough for animals, indicates it was an area normally reserved for 
animals, although, no animals are mentioned in the text. Many ancient hous-
es had a small room that functioned as a stable, a place for keeping animals 
safe from predators and thieves at night. Other scholars suggest Jesus was 
born in a cave. The idea that Jesus was born in a cave traces back to the sec-
ond century. The area around Bethlehem has caves that were used to shelter 
animals.

The Genealogy of Jesus (3:23, 31–34, 38)

3:23. As noted above, it is unlikely that Luke would have only approximated 
Jesus’s age if he knew with certainty how old Jesus was at the start of His 
ministry. David was thirty when he became king (2 Samuel 5:4). Joseph was 
also thirty when he began to work in Pharaoh’s court (Genesis 41:46).
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Luke began the genealogy of Jesus by noting that Jesus was only thought 
to be Joseph’s son. Luke trusted that Jesus’ conception resulted from the 
miraculous work of the Holy Spirit.

Luke’s genealogy departed from most genealogies of his day by beginning 
in the present day and working back to the patriarch of the family. Matthew’s 
genealogy follows the normal ordering (Matthew 1:1–17). Also unique is the 
fact that Luke embedded his genealogy in the narrative. Most ancient gene-
alogies served as an introduction to a text.

3:31–34. This section of Scripture traces Jesus’ genealogy from David to 
Abraham. Jesus’ connection to David is essential to His messianic identity. 
For centuries, faithful Jews had clung to the promise that God made to David 
to “raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I 
will establish his kingdom... Your house and your kingdom will endure for-
ever before me; your throne will be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:12, 16). 
Jews longed for the day when God would send His Messiah, a Son of David, to 
redeem His people. Luke presented the case throughout his gospel that Jesus 
is the One for whom Israel has yearned.

Likewise, Luke’s mention of Abraham recalls God’s promise to the patri-
arch to make him a father of many nations, and to bless the world through 
his seed. God’s covenant with Abraham was an “everlasting covenant” (Gene-
sis 17:7). In Jesus, God is keeping His promise to Israel. Paul expanded upon 
this concept arguing that God has kept His promise to Abraham in a radical 
way. Now, all those who put their faith in Christ can be considered children 
of Abraham (Galatians 3:16, 29).

There are other notable names in this section. Boaz was Ruth’s kinsman 
redeemer, an image often applied to Christ (Ruth 4:13–17). Judah was Ja-
cob’s fourth son by his wife Leah. He is the one who suggested they sell his 
brother Joseph into slavery instead of murdering him (Genesis 37:26–27). 
Jacob and Isaac round out the patriarchs. To Jacob, God reaffirmed His cove-
nant with Abraham (Genesis 28:13–15). Isaac was the promised son to Abra-
ham and Sarah (Genesis 21:1–5).
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3:38. Whereas Matthew traced the genealogy of Jesus back to Abraham 
(Matthew 1:2), Luke traced Jesus’ ancestry all the way back to Adam. Luke’s 
purpose is theological. Jesus is the Jewish Messiah, a son of both David and 
Abraham. Jesus is also the Savior of the world, a son of the first human. As 
Paul noted, Jesus’ role as the second Adam is essential to our salvation (Ro-
mans 5:14; 1 Corinthians 15:22, 45–49). Only in becoming like us, could He 
redeem us to be with God.

Remarkably, Luke ended his genealogy not with the first man, Adam, but 
with God. Luke, then, bookended his genealogy with divinity starting with 
Jesus (3:23) and ending with God.

Focusing on the Meaning

Luke’s genealogy highlights several important theological themes. First, Je-
sus is God in the flesh. The way Luke bookended his genealogy with Jesus as 
the beginning and God at the end is meant to communicate the truth that 
in Jesus Christ, God took on flesh. The incarnation is a key doctrine for the 
Church. Only by taking on flesh as the second Adam, could Jesus redeem us 
from our sins. Other than Jesus, there are no perfect people listed in Jesus’ 
family tree. He truly entered our world to save us from our sins.

Second, God’s rescue mission for the whole world happened through 
God’s election of Israel. If Jesus was to become one of us to save us, He would 
have to enter someone’s family. God in His grace chose Abraham to be that 
family. He promised to make Abraham the father of countless descendants. 
Thanks to Jesus we can be counted among Abraham’s children. When we put 
our faith in Jesus we are grafted into Abraham’s family tree.

Finally, the salvation Jesus has brought about is a kingdom without end. 
No matter how powerful the kingdoms of this earth are, they will one day 
fade away. At the time of Jesus’ birth, no one could fathom a world without 
the Roman Empire. Caesar was indeed a powerful ruler. He was not eternal. 
Neither was his empire. Jesus is not a king like Caesar. He is the Promised 
One, whose kingdom will never fail.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Before class starts, tape a star to a wall in front of the classroom so it 
can easily be seen by all. As you greet class members, hand out pieces of 
a nativity set you have brought from home.

			   Ask individuals who have taken a piece of the nativity to share with 
the class how that person got to Bethlehem. Possible answers include:

		  •	� Joseph—because of a census being taken

		  •	� Mary—because she was betrothed to Joseph

		  •	� Jesus—the prophecy in Micah 5:2

		  •	� Shepherds—heard from the angels

		  Using information from the sidebar “How Do We Get to Bethlehem?” 
from the Study Guide, explain that today we will go to Bethlehem to see 
how God kept His promise.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 2.	 Open the class in prayer. Thank You, God, that You keep Your promises. 
Thank You for Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Guide Bible Study

	 3.	 Read Luke 2:4–7 to the class. Use material from this Teaching Guide sec-
tion “The Birth of Jesus” to share with the class about Joseph and Mary 
going to Bethlehem.

	 4.	 Have students compare Jesus’ birth to a typical birth in the 21st centu-
ry America.
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	 5.	 Read Luke 3:23, 31–34, 38. Luke placed the genealogy of Jesus after 
God declared Him to be His Son in Luke 3:22. Using material from this 
Teaching Guide section “The Genealogy of Jesus,” share with the class 
details about Luke’s list. Ask students the following questions:

		  •	� Using the “Question to Explore,” ask students what is the signifi-
cance of Jesus’ genealogy?

		  •	� What does it mean in Luke 3:23 when it says, “He was the son, so it 
was thought, of Joseph”?

		  •	� What is the significance of the genealogy ending with God in verse 
38?

	 6.	 Take a few minutes and have students quietly look at Luke 3:23–38 and 
Matthew 1:1–17. Ask students if they recognized any names in Jesus’ 
genealogy? Give time for them to share the names and the story/signif-
icance of that person.

	 7.	 Genealogy connects us and shows us that Jesus was born into a family. 
Our Main Idea tells us, “Jesus’ lineage held significance, but His spiri-
tual lineage held even greater importance.” Luke wanted to show that 
Jesus was the Son of God. Beginning with Abraham (Galatians 3:16) 
and then again with David (2 Samuel 7:5–16), God promised to send the 
Messiah, Jesus. Our spiritual lineage is important. We are adopted sons 
and daughters through Christ (Ephesians 1:5).

Encourage Application

	 8.	 Read 2 Timothy 1:5. Eunice and Lois, Timothy’s mother and grand-
mother, shared their faith with Timothy. Take time to think about your 
spiritual family tree.

		  •	� Who would you list in your spiritual family tree?

		  •	� Name some people God has given you to nurture spiritually.

		  •	� Who are people in your life whom you could share Christ with that 
could help you extend your spiritual family tree?



182	 STANDING BY HIS WORD: God Fulfills His Promises

		  •	� How can you help them spiritually grow in Christ?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

	 9.	 Say, In the Christmas season, we are reminded of the greatest promise God 
gave to us in Jesus. Ask, What difference does it make in your life today to 
know God keeps His promises?

	 10.	 Ask for prayer requests from your class. Close the class in prayer prais-
ing God for becoming one of us, taking on flesh, and through Jesus, 
redeeming us from our sins. Pray for class members’ needs as well.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

	 1.	 Draw a family tree on a marker board before class starts. Give each stu-
dent a copy of the family tree handout you have printed. Give students 
time to fill out their family tree.

			   After a few minutes, ask how much they were able to complete of 
their family tree this morning. Ask students if they have a family tree. Is 
it on a piece of paper, in a family Bible, or through an ancestry website? 
Ask if it is updated or complete? If not, what would make it complete?

			   Put Jesus’ name at the bottom of the family tree you have put on the 
marker board. Have the class fill in as many names as they can think of 
that would be in the genealogy of Jesus.

			   Read Luke 3:38. Explain to the class how Luke connects Jesus’ gene-
alogy to God, father of Adam, the first human. Luke’s genealogy starts 
with Jesus and ends with God.

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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	 2.	 Open the class in prayer. Thank God for our earthly families and thank 
God for our spiritual family that we are all a part of through being ad-
opted by Him.

Guide Bible Study

	 3.	 The Bethlehem Birth. Enlist a class member to read Luke 2:4–7. Have 
the class look at the sidebar in the Study Guide, “How Do We Get to 
Bethlehem?” Discuss how God used ordinary people to accomplish this 
incredible story.

	 4.	 Jesus’ Family Tree. Read Luke 3:23, 31–34. Lead the class in a discus-
sion about the various programs that allow you to complete your per-
sonal genealogy. Ask students the following questions:

		  •	� What types of information do you need?

		  •	� Where do people get the information?

		  •	� What would be the advantages or disadvantages of learning who was 
a part of your family tree?

		  •	� Why does Luke note that Jesus was only thought to be Joseph’s son?

	 5.	 The Incarnation. Read Luke 3:38. Divide the class into two groups. Us-
ing material from the section “The Incarnation” in the Study Guide as-
sign the following.

		  •	� Group One—look up the meaning of incarnation from the Study 
Guide and discuss how they would explain this core belief to a non-be-
liever.

		  •	� Group Two—research hypostatic union from the Study Guide and 
discuss how this concept started.

			   Have the groups present their findings to the class. Ask, Why is a 
study of these two concepts important to Christians today studying the 
Christmas story?

			   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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	 6.	 Direct the class to read the sidebar in the Study Guide, “That Beautiful, 
Scandalous Night.” Ask, How then do you think we should approach Him? 
Write the answers on a marker board.

Encourage Application

	 8.	 Use questions #2 and #3 in the Study Guide section “Questions” for class 
discussion. Read the Main Idea of the lesson. Ask students why the spir-
itual lineage of Jesus holds such great importance. Have them reflect on 
their own spiritual lineage. Ask the following questions:

		  •	� Who were people who helped nurture your faith in Christ?

		  •	� Who are people in your life whom you could help nurture in their 
faith?

	 9.	 Close the class in prayer. Thank You, God, that before the first man Adam 
sinned, You had a rescue mission planned through Your Son Jesus to save the 
world from our sin. Give us opportunities to share our faith and be an exam-
ple to someone we meet in the week ahead.
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God’s Promised Savior

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6, ESV).

Father,

I humbly bow before You and exalt Your Holy name forever and rejoice in 
Jesus, my Savior, the long-awaited Messiah. Thank You that I can trust all 
Your promises spoken by the Prophets and Angels are true and You fulfill 
every promise You have made. Lord, thank You for planning from the be-
ginning of time to send Your Son to save us from our sins. You declared 
in Your Word that You would establish David’s throne forever (2 Samuel 
7:16), and Isaiah prophesied that a virgin would conceive and bear a Son, 
and His name would be Immanuel—God With us (Isaiah 7:14). Thank You 
for Your promise to send a deliverer at Your perfect time and place, Jesus, 
Your only Son, the Light of the world, was born.

Your Word says Gabriel appeared to Mary to announce the arrival of Je-
sus, who was miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit, for nothing is im-
possible with You, Oh God. Mary’s heart was prepared and yielded to You, 
and she knew she had received a great blessing as Your chosen vessel to 
bring Jesus into the world. Thank You, Lord that I also have this treasured 
Son, the Savior of the world living in my heart. I pray I will always treasure 
this great blessing and seek Your steady and peaceful presence in my life, 
trusting You and believing Your promises. Mary stated, “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38, 
ESV). When I do not understand Your plan, help me to respond, and trust 
You as Mary did, with an obedient and surrendered heart, knowing You 
can accomplish things in my life that only You can do.

Lord, Your Word tells me that Simeon was a righteous and devout man 
who was waiting and longing for the Messiah. Simeon knew Scripture and 
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believed Your promises and was in tune with the Holy Spirit. When Mary 
and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple, Simeon recognized Jesus and 
he declared, “for my eyes have seen your salvation that you prepared in 
the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 
glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2:30–32, ESV). Simeon recognized Your 
fulfilled promise. Lord, I pray that like Simeon I will be on watch, looking 
for You each day, recognizing Your living accessible presence in my heart, 
and seeing Your sovereign providence at work in my life.

Lord, thank You for sending Your Son into the world and that He demon-
strated the depth of His love for me by dying on a cruel cross, paying the 
price for my sins. I am grateful that Jesus arose on the third day conquer-
ing sin and death and that the empty tomb declares—Jesus is alive! Thank 
You for empowering me by Your Spirit, to do Your kingdom work, as I 
await Jesus’ glorious return when He will establish His kingdom forever 
and reign without rival. I am grateful I can anchor my life on Your promis-
es that are true and unshakeable!

In the strong name of Jesus,

Amen

DLB
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Our Next New Study
(Available to use beginning March 2026)

Psalms:
The Believer’s Prayer Book

Many Christians struggle with how to pray and what to pray. The book of 
Psalms provides the individual believer and the church a guide on how to 
praise, petition, and proclaim our Lord God. There are psalms of thanksgiving 
and joy, frustration and fear with cries for help, and psalms of praise to the 
always faithful God Almighty who hears His people’s prayers and offers the 
encouragement, discipline, forgiveness, and comfort that each person needs.

The 150 psalms contained in the book of Psalms span the emotional and 
circumstantial gamut from joyful, hopeful, elation, sadness, despair, frus-
tration, anger, and fear. Since God inspired the composers’ words of these 
psalms, He enjoys hearing His divinely inspired Words and ideas being com-
municated back to Him. Not merely reading the Psalms but praying them to 
God as if they were one’s own feelings and circumstances allows the believer 
to share with God one’s innermost thoughts, vulnerabilities, hopes, and af-
firming trust in the Creator. 

Just like in any relationship when one shares one’s soul with another 
person the relationship grows closer through developing trust and intimacy, 
which the Father desires of every believer. God like us appreciates words of 
praise, thanksgiving, petition, and confession. God wants to hear from His 
children. God wants to get to know us and for us to know Him. He has provid-
ed us with 150 Psalms to serve as The Believer’s Prayer Book to communicate 
with Him. 

Be encouraged to read and pray or even sing the Psalms daily. Since 
there are 150 psalms, you can read through and pray one psalm a day over a 
5-month period and have gone through the entire book. You will be encour-
aged and will grow closer to the Lord. Make the words personal and feel the 
emotions in each psalm. You will grow in your prayer life and faith and enjoy 
a more intimate relationship with God. 
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