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How to Make the Best
Use of This Issue

Whether you're the teacher or a student—

1.
2.

Start early in the week before your class meets.

Overview the study. Review the table of contents and
read the study introduction. Try to see how each lesson

relates to the overall study.

. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the

Scripture passages for the lesson. (You'll see that each
writer has chosen a favorite translation for the lessons
in this issue. You're free to use the Bible translation you
prefer and compare it with the translation chosen for

that unit, of course.)

. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible,

then read the writer’s comments. The comments are

intended to be an aid to your study of the Bible.

. Read the small articles—“sidebars”—in each lesson.

They are intended to provide additional, enrichment
information and inspiration and to encourage thought
and application.

. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in

each lesson. They're intended to encourage further
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thought and application, and they can also be used in
the class session itself.

If you're the teacher—

Do all the things just mentioned, of course. As you begin the
study with your class, be sure to find a way to help your class
know the date on which each lesson will be studied. Here are
some suggestions to guide your lesson preparation:

A. In the first session of the study, briefly overview the
study by identifying for your class the date on which
each lesson will be studied. Lead your class to write the
date in the table of contents on pages 11-12 and on the
first page of each lesson.

- Make and post a chart that indicates the date each
lesson will be studied.

- If all your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with
the dates the lessons will be studied.

« Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may
want to include information about your church and
then use the bookmark as an outreach tool, too. A
model for a bookmark can be downloaded from www.
gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” menu.

« Develop a sticker with the lesson dates and place it on
the table of contents or on the back cover.

B. Get a copy of the Teaching Guide, a companion piece to
this Study Guide. The Teaching Guide contains additional
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Bible comments plus two teaching plans. The teaching
plans in the Teaching Guide are intended to provide prac-
tical, easy-to-use teaching suggestions that will work in

your class.

. After you've studied the Bible passage, the lesson com-
ments, and other material, use the teaching suggestions
in the Teaching Guide to help you develop your plan for
leading your class in studying each lesson.

. Premium Commentary is now available for $30 at www.
gc2press.org. This in-depth commentary is a great

resource for teachers.

. Teaching resource items for use as handouts are avail-
able for $20 at www.gc2press.org. under the “Teacher
Helps” tab.

. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of
the Scripture passages and in applying these passages to
their lives.

. You can receive the lesson preview each week by signing
up for the Baptist Standard weekly newsletter at no cost.
Sign up here: (www.baptiststandard.com/subscription/

email).
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Do you use a Kindle?

This Connect 360 Bible Study Guide, along with
several other studies, is available in a Kindle edition.
The easiest way to find these materials is to search
for “GC2 Press” and/or “BaptistWay” on your Kindle
or go to www.amazon.com/kindle and do a search
for “BaptistWay.” The Kindle edition can be studied
not only on a Kindle but also on your smartphone
or tablet using the Kindle app available free from
amazon.com/kindle.




Writer for this Study Guide

David Orlo Dykes wrote lessons one through thirteen. Dr.
Dykes served as the Senior Pastor of Green Acres Baptist
Church in Tyler, Texas, from 1991-2021. He holds a D.Min.
from Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville,
Kentucky and studied Renaissance Art at Cambridge Uni-
versity in Cambridge, England. He was also awarded a D.D.
from East Texas Baptist University in Marshall, Texas. David
is a prolific author of several books and publications. David
and his wife, Cindy, have two daughters and four grandchil-
dren. He has been preaching since 1970 and is committed to
the verse-by-verse teaching of God’s Word. Even after retir-
ing from Green Acres Baptist Church in August of 2021, Dr.
Dykes continues to teach, preach, write, and equip believers

to be effective in ministry.



INTRODUCING HeaveN & ANGELS

Introducing

Heaven & Angels
Our Eternal Home and Its Heavenly Host

A STUDY OF HEAVEN

A Place Called Heaven

We naturally only see what we can see with our physical eyes.
It is difficult for us to grasp that God has created a place
called Heaven. It is a challenge to get our heads around the
truth that Heaven transcends both time and space. Further,
we naturally only see what is physical as well as what is pres-
ent. Heaven is difficult to grasp. Heaven is both spiritual and
eternal. We might get sips of it here, but we are promised
feasts to come. But it takes spiritual eyes to see it. It takes
faith to believe something about the future that we cannot
see today. Waiting and hoping in what is difficult to grasp
has always been the experience of God’s people. He has al-
ways made glorious promises to His people. These promises
have carried His people through the worst of days.

As you struggle to grasp the beautiful mind-blowing
promises of Heaven, be at peace that not all of your ques-
tions will be answered in this life. Rest in spite of not being



able to fully get your head around how glorious it will be for
you. Find comfort in the promise that it will be better in ev-
ery way you can imagine. Let the promise of an eternal bet-

ter country water your thirsty soul.

Dr. Micah Caswell

Heaven for Us

Heaven is the ultimate destination for every person who has
ever trusted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. If that is true
for you, you are relocating there one day to spend all of eter-
nity—so don’t you think it is worthwhile to see what the
Bible has to say about Heaven and its heavenly hosts? God’s
Word contains more information about Heaven than many
Christians realize. After all, He wants us to spend eternity
there with Him. God’s Word also explains the mystery of an-
gels, Heaven’s hosts, so we will know and appreciate their
role and place in Heaven alongside us—and their ministry on
Earth. Heaven is unlike any earthly city because God Himself
is both the architect and builder. God laid the foundation for
the city of Heaven, and it will stand for all eternity!

Dr. David Orlo Dykes
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Sproul, R. C. Unseen Realities: Heaven, Hell, Angels and De-
mons. Fearn, Scotland: Christian Focus Publications, Re-
vised Edition, 2011.

Still, Todd. Philippians & Philemon. Smith & Helwys Bible Com-
mentary. Macon, GA: Smith & Helwys Publishing, Inc.,
2011.

Strobel, Lee. The Case for Heaven: A Journalist Investigates
Evidence for Life After Death. Grand Rapids, MI: Zonder-
van, 2021

Utley, Robert James. The Gospel According to Luke. Study
Guide Commentary Series. Marshall, TX: Bible Lessons In-
ternational, 2004.

Wiersbe, Warren W. Revelation: In Christ You Are an Overcom-
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David C. Cook, 2011

NOTES

*  Listing a book does not imply full agreement by the writer or GC2 Press with all its com-

ments.
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Hebrews 11:8-16 Psalm 90:2

lesson d.

The History
of Heaven

MAIN IDEA
The history of Heaven is intertwined with the history of God.
And God lives above the timeline of human history. He has
always existed, so the same can be said of Heaven.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What does Heaven'’s creation and history teach us about our
future home?

STUDY AIM
To understand the timeless nature of Heaven as our eternal
home

QUICK READ
It is difficult for our feeble minds to grasp the truth that God

built Heaven to transcend both time and space—just like
Himself.

15
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Introduction

The history of Heaven is intertwined with the history of
God. And God lives above the timeline of human history. He
has always existed, so the same can be said of Heaven. Let us
imagine you are planning an expensive two-week vacation
to Costa Rica. The easiest thing to do is to use a travel agent
and let them plan the trip for you. But most of us want to do
some of our own research, so let’s say you go online to learn
everything you can about Costa Rica. But when you Google
Costa Rica, there are only three words on the website: “Beau-
tiful, Wonderful, Paradise.” You would not be satisfied. You
would want to know more, right? You would want to know
the history, the climate, the language, the currency, the plac-
es to eat, and the places to stay. If you ask a Christian what
Heaven will be like, they will often give short answers like,
“beautiful” or “wonderful” or “paradise.” But the truth is,
there is more to Heaven than just that.

Hebrews 11:8-16

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going
out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and
he left, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith he lived
as a stranger in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, liv-
ing in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same
promise; ¥ for he was looking for the city which has founda-
tions, whose architect and builder is God. ¥ By faith even Sar-
ah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the prop-
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er time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had
promised. 2 Therefore even from one man, and one who
was as good as dead at that, there were born descendants
who were just as the stars of heaven in number, and as the
innumerable grains of sand along the seashore.

13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promis-
es, but having seen and welcomed them from a distance,
and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles
on the earth. *For those who say such things make it clear
that they are seeking a country of their own. ** And indeed if
they had been thinking of that country which they left, they
would have had opportunity to return. * But as it is, they de-
sire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God
is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a
city for them.

Heaven Is a Real Place (11:8-10)

As a child, I knew a little about Heaven because my family
always attended church where we sang wonderful songs like
“When We All Get to Heaven.” As I grew older and many of
my loved ones who knew the Lord died and went to Heaven,
I longed to know even more about this destination. It was as
if they had departed on a journey to a mysterious and far-
off place and I wanted to understand exactly where they had
gone. Understanding the history of Heaven helps us grasp
the reality of our eternal home.

Many people think Heaven is going to be some kind of
spooky, ethereal place where we are going to be floating

17
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around on soft white clouds playing harps. But the first thing
to understand about Heaven is that it is a real place. In fact,
I capitalize the word “Heaven” just as [ would capitalize the
cities of London or Paris. It is a proper noun.

In Hebrews 11, we meet a group of people who are al-
ready in Heaven today. Pastors often call this list the “Roll
Call of Faith,” because it contains the names and faithful
deeds of many of the heroes of the Bible. When you read
this list, you quickly discover they all had one thing in com-
mon other than their great faith. The Bible says they were all
looking forward to a better country—a Heavenly country—
that awaited them on the other side of this life on Earth.
Consider Abraham. God called him to a special role in the
history of God’s people and promised him he would have so
many descendants they would be like the stars in the sky.
God told Abraham to leave where he was and follow Him to a
new land, which Abraham knew nothing about.

He obeyed God and moved his family to follow God, “not
knowing where he was going” (11:8). However, this passage
also makes it clear that Abraham had the faith to look past
this great promise he would experience in his earthly life and
embrace something else far off in a Heavenly future in an
eternal home with God. This is why the Bible says he was
not focused on his new address somewhere in the Middle
East—he squinted and looked right past that in anticipation
of living in a city built by God (11:9). He was looking forward
to Heaven.

18
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The Bible says God is the “architect and builder” of Heav-
en (11:10). In every city on the planet there are roads and
buildings, each designed by an architect and built by a con-
struction company. The same is true of Heaven, but Heaven
is unlike any earthly city because God Himself is both the
architect and builder. Every earthly city that stands today
is also built on a foundation made by human hands, which
means it will one day collapse and crumble like all of the civ-
ilizations prior have done. But God Himself laid the founda-
tion for the city of Heaven, and it will never crumble. It will

stand for all eternity!

Heaven

The word "Heaven” appears more than 600 times in the
Bible. In the Old Testament the Hebrew word for “Heaven”
is shamayim (Heavens). In the New Testament the Greek
word is ouranos. A good starting place to learn about
Heaven is to understand that the Bible uses Heaven to de-
scribe three different spheres of existence. However, there
is also a popular expression in society about someone be-
ing in “seventh Heaven” when describing a person'’s ex-
treme state of happiness, but according to the Bible, there
are not seven Heavens. You might be surprised to learn
that the tradition of there being “Seven Heavens” comes
from the teachings of Islam, not the Bible.

19
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Three Heavens in the Bible

The writer of Hebrews does not name this city Heaven, but
that is the destination. In fact, there are three words for
“Heaven” that are used in the Bible. First, Heaven is used
to describe the atmosphere around the earth—what we call
“the air.” In Genesis 1:20, God said, “Let birds fly above the
earth in the open expanse of the heavens.” This is the first
understanding of Heaven.

Second, Heaven is used to describe what we would call
outer space where God created the moon and stars. The Bible
says in Psalm 8:3 how God designed the planetary system. It
reads, “When I consider your heavens, the work of Your fin-
gers. The moon and the stars, which You have set in place.”

The third description of Heaven is the very dwelling place
of God and the focus of this passage in Hebrews. Daniel said
to King Nebuchadnezzar, “There is a God in heaven who re-
veals secrets.” (Daniel 2:28). In saying this, Daniel was de-
scribing the place God calls home—and where God’s people
will all live with Him one day.

Think of the difference between the three Heavens this
way. You can see the first Heaven (the sky) by day. You see
the second Heaven (the stars) by night. And you see the
third Heaven (where God dwells) by faith. In 2 Corinthians
12, Paul refers to a man in Christ who had a vision of being
caught up to this third Heaven where God lives. Most schol-
ars suggest this was New Testament writer the apostle Paul

20
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himself, but modesty prevented him from bragging about
the Heavenly experience.

Heaven Is Paradise

Paul described this third Heaven as “paradise.” The word
“paradise” comes from a Persian word that means “beautiful
garden.” This term, “paradise” is found only two other times
in the New Testament—both times spoken by Jesus. In his
dying moments Jesus said to the thief beside him on the
cross, “Today you will be with Me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).
With both on the verge of death, Jesus assured him he would
join Jesus in the dwelling place of God.

And in the letter the resurrected and glorified Christ
spoke to the church at Ephesus. He says, “The one who has
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To
the one who overcomes, I will grant to eat from the tree of
life, which is in the Paradise of God” (Revelation 2:7). I love
that the narrative of the Bible begins with a garden and ends
with a garden, don’t you? Genesis opens with God creating
the Garden of Eden and enjoying fellowship with two people
in a perfect paradise. Then the Bible concludes with the last
book of the Bible, Revelation, where God is enjoying eternal
fellowship with a multitude of people in a Heavenly garden
also called Paradise.

So, we must understand that Paradise, the third Heaven
where God lives, is a real place. There are many other ways

21



Heaven & Angels: Our Eternal Home and Its Heavenly Hosts

Heaven is described, but in every case, we are told that God
designed and built it. For example, in 2 Corinthians 5:1 we
read, “For we know that if our earthly tent which is our house
is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made
by hands, eternal in the heavens.” It is imperative that Heav-
en is not a place of our own making—it is the creation of
God alone. God wants us to know that Heaven is His idea,
and He alone is responsible for creating this wonderful des-
tination for those who love and trust Him.

Another point to recognize is that this “building” men-
tioned in 2 Corinthians is not referring to a structure of
wood or masonry. The context tells us that it is referring to
the eternal physical body that we will be given in Heaven. We
will go deeper into this truth in later lessons, and I guarantee
you will learn some things about Heaven you never knew be-
fore! But at this point, let us continue our focus on the fact
that nothing is built by human hands in Heaven—not even

our bodies we will inhabit at that time.

Heaven as a City and a Country (11:11-16)

The Bible also talks about Heaven in Hebrews as both a city
and a country. In the part of Texas where I live, it is not un-
usual to drive past a historical marker outside nearby cities
and towns. These plaques usually tell the story of the first
settlers or key individuals responsible for building the city.
They also have a built-in inexplicable attraction for fathers.
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Many a family has pulled over on a drive to let Dad get out
and read the historical marker, not to mention pose for a
picture beside it. The first verse in the Bible (Genesis 1:10)
states there was a time, in the beginning, when God creat-
ed the Heavens (plural) and the earth (singular). If Heaven
had a historical marker outside its gates, it might read some-
thing like this: Heaven—Established by God before time be-
gan. That is the context of Psalm 90:2, which talks about the
eternal nature of Heaven.

Application

e Spend some time in prayer thanking God for the won-
derful destination of Heaven.

e Spend some time thinking about what it will be like to
be reunited with those you love in Heaven one day.

e Think creatively about how you will spend your first
24 hours in Heaven—who will you see? What would
you like to do and experience?

o Write a list of all the questions you have regarding
what the Bible teaches about Heaven.

When I think of a country on Earth, I think about the
people who live there. The writer of Hebrews does not just
confirm that Heaven is a country; he describes it as a “bet-
ter” country (11:16). What does he mean by that? I was born
in Alabama, but I got to Texas as quickly as I could. Texans

believe they are the best state in the Union because of their
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kind and generous people. In the same way, the writer of
Hebrews is saying that Heaven is a better country because
of the residents there. In comparison to being a citizen of
Heaven, verse 13 indicates that our earthly existence is sim-
ilar to living like exiles and strangers because this is not our
true home.

One thing I learned from building my own home is that
any house “built with human hands” will always be far from
perfect. But when the Master Architect and Builder designs
and builds something, it is eternal and perfect. Everything
works as intended and it stands for eternity! Heaven is as old
as time itself, but it will remain as new as the first day God
created it a trillion centuries after our sun has cooled and
the stars have all been plucked from the sky. Heaven is both
faultless and timeless, just like God Himself.

Implications and Actions

Abraham and all these great saints in Hebrews 11 were
preoccupied with this Heavenly city and “better country”
throughout their lifetime. We are the exact opposite, truth
be told. We have a lot more time and energy invested into
the city and country where we live now, wherever that may
be. We drive the roads. We shop the stores. We walk the
neighborhoods. We will all live here 70, 80, maybe 90 years
at best—but [ want to get you thinking about what the Bible
constantly reminds us to think about—what is coming next.
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Where will you spend all of eternity long after your time on
earth is over?

Questions

1. Inwhat ways is Heaven a reflection of the nature of
God?

2. How does thinking of Heaven as a city and a country
help you understand what Heaven will be like?

3. What do you most look forward to seeing and doing
in Heaven?

4. How would you describe Heaven as a “real place” to

someone else?

25



FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Hebrews 11:1-6 2 Corinthians 5:7

lesson @

The Currency
of Heaven

MAIN IDEA
You must exercise your faith if you want to go to Heaven.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How does my faith function as the key to experiencing Heav-
en after I die?

STUDY AIM
To understand Heaven as a place that requires us to believe in
its existence, sight unseen

QUICK READ
Just like any other foreign city on Earth, in Heaven there is
only one currency that is accepted, and it is the currency of

faith.
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Lesson 2: The Currency of Heaven

Introduction

When you visit a foreign country, you want to know what
currency they use, and you need to exchange your currency
if you are going to make purchases and perform daily activi-
ties necessary for living in that country. For example, when
I travel to the Philippines, I convert U.S. dollars to Filipino
pesos. When I travel to France, I exchange dollars for euros.
There are some countries around the world that accept dol-
lars, but most countries only accept their national currency.
For instance, when you are in England, do not try using dol-
lars. They only accept pounds sterling. Just like any other
foreign city on Earth, in Heaven there is only one currency
that is accepted, and it is the currency of faith. The American
dollar is strong at the moment, but this Heavenly currency is
the strongest in the universe, and it holds its value forever-
more! Why is that important? You must exercise your faith
if you want to go to Heaven.

Hebrews 11:1-6

! Now faith is the certainty of things hoped for, a proof
of things not seen. 2For by it the people of old gained approv-
al.

3By faith we understand that the world has been created by
the word of God so that what is seen has not been made out
of things that are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a bet-
ter sacrifice than Cain, through which he was attested to be
righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith,
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though he is dead, he still speaks. *By faith Enoch was taken
up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE
Gop Took HIM up; for before he was taken up, he was attested to
have been pleasing to God. ¢ And without faith it is impossible
to please Him, for the one who comes to God must believe
that He exists, and that He proves to be One who rewards
those who seek Him.

What Is Faith? (11:1-2)

In the mid-1990s our church partnered with several Russian
Baptist churches in the Crimea. This was the precarious time
after the fall of the Iron Curtain, and the value of the Rus-
sian ruble had tumbled to an all-time low. One American dol-
lar was worth 5,000 Russian rubles. Can you imagine? Your
dollar would have 5,000 times more purchasing power at a
Russian dollar store (if there had been such a thing). When
the local pastor there helped us exchange our U.S. dollars at
a Russian bank, the tellers gave us large grocery bags full of
Russian money. I recall one evening being amazed when it
cost 300,000 rubles to fill up Pastor Benjamin’s van with gas-
oline!

The wonderful thing about Heaven’s currency is that you
do not have to have bags bursting with faith, which the writ-
er of Hebrews defines as “assurance” and “conviction” re-
garding what God says and does (11:1). Since it is the stron-
gest known currency in the world, even a little bit of faith is

extremely valuable. In fact, Jesus said that exercising faith
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the size of a tiny mustard seed can move an entire mountain
standing in your way. It is not the size of or the amount of
faith that has spiritual purchasing power—it is the object of
our faith that gives it value. In other words, who or what you
invest your faith in is what matters. If we invest our faith in
the Lord Jesus, we choose well because there is no object of
our faith that could prove more valuable. We put our faith
in people, and they disappoint us. We place our faith in our
IRA, and it tanks. But Jesus? He is the King of Kings and the
Lord of Lords!

By Faith

The examples given in Hebrews 11:4-5 of Abel and Enoch
demonstrate two men who loved God and by faith be-
lieved in Him. Hebrews 12:2 says Jesus is the originator
and perfector of our faith. The Greek word for “faith” can
also be rendered inaugurator, leader, pioneer, or forerun-
ner. In other words, Jesus grants us the faith He wants us
to have. Abel offered an acceptable sacrifice to God, by
faith, to please the God he loved. And the Bible tells us that
God was pleased with Abel. In the same way, Enoch built
and left behind a reputation of a man who was totally con-
sumed with love and devotion, by faith, to a God he could
not see or touch. He was so real to him that it was as if he
walked and talked with Him like you and I would walk and
talk with a friend. We know this is true because the Bible
says Enoch “pleased God.” And how do we please God? By
placing our faith in Him (11:1).
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Hebrews 1 teaches the importance of understanding and
living “by faith.” Count how many times the phrase “by faith”
is used in this chapter. Faith is the only currency of value
that God accepts because it initially came from Him. We re-
ceived this faith when we allowed His Word to come alive in
our hearts. The Bible says, “So faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17).

Learning to Live by Faith (11:3)

If faith is Heaven'’s currency, what is it that we must exchange
for this valuable currency? What is the “exchange rate,” if
you will? We must exchange sight (how we navigate Earth)
for faith (how we understand Heaven). The Bible says, “We
walk [live] by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). It is a
short and simple phrase of few words, but it is not so easy
to implement. We humans have five physical senses: seeing,
hearing, feeling, smelling, and touching and we rely on them
to interpret the world around us. Of these five, our sight is
the major sense and the one we lean on the most. For all
Heavenly transactions, however, we must be willing to ex-
change living by sight for living by faith. Sight says, “Give
me proof of Heaven and I'll believe.” Faith says, “T'll believe
without any proof.” And that is what makes faith so rare and
valuable in a world that demands evidence before it will com-

mit to trusting anyone or anything.
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Remember, the great saints listed in the Roll Call of Faith
in Hebrews 11 died without seeing Heaven, but you can be
sure they died believing they would see Heaven one day.
Even if they did not know it by that name, they saw Heav-
en with eyes of faith and died with the full assurance they
would enter the city God had prepared for them. If you have
lost loved ones who put their faith in Christ as Savior and
Lord, they also died without ever seeing Heaven with their
own eyes. But by faith, these Christians died believing with
all their hearts they would see it and join Jesus in eternity.
In other words, faith is powerful, and it is such a driving,
positive force throughout our lives. It grants us the full as-
surance (11:1) that when we die, we will indeed arrive at our
final destination and one day enter the Heavenly city God
prepared for us.

And yet you still may be the kind of person looking for
some scientific proof of Heaven. You will never find empiri-
cal evidence of Heaven in this world. If you are waiting until
you see God to believe in Him, you have a surprise in store.
You will certainly see God, but it will be too late then to be-
lieve. It is not that Christian faith asks you to suspend your
intelligence in order to believe. It is not irrational; it is su-
prarational. You must exchange your sight for faith if you
want to visit Heaven one day. You simply cannot go there
depending on your eyes of sight, like you can when you are
reading a map on Earth to reach your intended destination.
You cannot put in GPS coordinates and reach the county line
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of Heaven. If you want to go to Heaven, you have to do so by
relying solely on eyes of faith.

Only Faith Accepted Here (11:3-6)

Are you starting to get the picture? All Heavenly transactions
in this life—large and small—must be conducted the same
way as outlined in Hebrews 11, by faith. For instance, think
of prayer as if you are making a purchase at a department
store. If you want to purchase a set of tools that costs $100,
you must produce $100 to complete the transaction, right?
You can pay cash or credit, but that item costs you some-
thing. Prayer works the same way. When you ask God for
something in prayer, He requires faith as the payment. Be-
cause you cannot see faith, it is like having a Heavenly line of
credit. In Romans 4:3 we learn, Abraham believed God and it
was credited to Him as righteousness. That is the currency of
faith in action. When you spend money, you have less money
to spend. But the currency of Heaven is exactly the opposite.
The more faith you spend while you are on this Earth and
looking forward to Heaven, the more faith you will possess!
If faith is Heaven’s currency, then the opposite (doubt)
is like going into spiritual debt. So, when you draw near to
God in prayer, do not make a request without having the cur-
rency to back it up. Be bold in your faith. Ask for what you
need. Jesus said, “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given
to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened
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to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks,
finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened (Luke 11:9-
10).

It is not the words you say in prayer alone that motivates
God to move. It is faith that God values. That is why it does
not matter how “well” you can pray—it is not what you say,
it is the faith you express while saying it. The most childlike
prayer full of faith may not impress other people who hear
it, but that is the kind of prayer that grabs God’s attention.

Application

o Write your definition of faith in your own words.

e Think on what you learned during a specific time in
the past when you demonstrated great faith and trust
in God in your walk with Him.

o Talk with another believer this week about what it
means to “pray in faith.”

e Describe your current level of faith regarding God's
will and His plans for you.

Faith Pleases God (11:6)

Placing your faith in Jesus pleases God to an infinite degree,
and that is exactly what the Bible teaches us. It is not a guess-
ing game to figure out how to please God in this life. It is no
mystery. God has plainly told us that our demonstration of

trust and faith in His Son Jesus is what puts a smile on our
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Heavenly Father’s face. In fact, the Bible says it is impossible
to please God without faith (11:6).

This verse also tells us that God rewards faith at the same
time. How so? When we exercise faith in God, God rewards
us with renewed confidence in Him. We also have the plea-
sure of seeing Him at work all around us—and the blessings
increase when we join Him in that work. When you die, your
faith will be stronger than ever as you depart this life and
make your way to Heaven.

The best news about the currency of Heaven is that you
do not have to wait until you arrive in Heaven to spend it.
We can spend it now while we are living here in this world!
In fact, that’s God’s intention for us. If you never use the
currency of faith in this life, it will be too late to exchange
Heaven’s currency once you die. We must be willing to spend
Heaven’s currency in faith in order to see what God is doing
in the world in the here and now. Life gives us many oppor-

tunities to put our faith in action.

Implications and Actions

One of the greatest leaps of faith you will ever take is the
one that comes at the end of your life, and you trust in full
assurance that you will arrive safely in Heaven with Jesus.
Contrary to popular belief, there is only one way to Heav-
en—and that is believing in Christ Jesus by faith. I cannot
tell you the best route to Heaven—not in the same way that
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I can suggest the best route of many options regarding a des-
tination in the United States. You pick one and go! No, the
Bible offers only one way to Heaven. That is not only what
the Bible teaches, but also, it is what Jesus Himself said in
John 14:6, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one
comes to the Father except through Me.”

Questions

1. What is the opposite of faith?

2. What is the most difficult thing to believe by faith
when it comes to understanding what Heaven is like?

3. Why do you think God puts such a priority on “believ-
ing without seeing”?

4. How does your understanding of faith affect your
prayer life?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

1 Peter 1:18-19 2 Corinthians 4:16

lesson Q}

Making the
Trip to Heaven

MAIN IDEA
We cannot pay our way to Heaven because the price has al-
ready been paid. It is free to us, but only because Jesus paid it
all at the cost of His life.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Isit necessary or even possible to earn one’s way into Heaven?

STUDY AIM
To combat the common misconception that it is possible to
earn one’s way into Heaven by good behavior

QUICK READ
Many people believe one must earn their way into Heaven.
However, Jesus says the price has already been paid. You can-
not “win” a trip to Heaven based upon how many times you
attend church or take communion. Accepting Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord is the only way to Heaven—a gift of grace.
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Introduction

What is your favorite Heaven joke? I have heard them all.
Most of the myths and jokes about Heaven are not based on
the truth of the Bible and can be misleading. For instance,
there is nothing in the Bible that teaches St. Peter is going to
meet people at the Pearly Gates and admit them into Heav-
en. Peter cannot get you into Heaven—only Jesus can—and
that is no joke.

There are many religions in the world that confuse the
truth about Heaven, especially how you get into Heaven.
Each religion has a different idea of how to arrive safely into
the afterlife. It is not politically correct to say Jesus is the
only way to Heaven in today’s world. However, Jesus was
clear about the way to Heaven. He never claimed He is one
of the ways to Heaven. He never claimed to be a good way to
Heaven. He never insisted He is even the best way to Heaven.
Jesus made the audacious claim that He is the only way to
Heaven (John 14:6). We cannot pay our way to Heaven be-
cause the price has already been paid. It is free to us, but only

because Jesus paid it all at the cost of His life.

1 Peter 1:18-19

18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable
things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited
from your forefathers, ¥ but with precious blood, as of a lamb
unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
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The Cost of Traveling to Heaven (1:18-19)

When my two daughters were young, we tried to plan some
memorable vacations as a family. Because I was on a pastor’s
salary, we did not have a lot of extra money. One year we de-
cided on a Caribbean cruise. We started saving money every
month and put it in a “cruise fund.” After saving carefully for
about a year, we were ready to go. It was a trip of a lifetime
for us and worth every penny. We boarded the Royal Carib-
bean Sovereign of the Seas, one of the largest cruise ships at
the time. I had carefully budgeted the cost of the cruise and
transportation to Miami to catch the ship. However, I had
neglected one important detail.

As an inexperienced cruiser, I failed to plan for all the on-
board expenses! To my dismay, I quickly realized we had to
pay extra for any excursions, all of our soft drinks, and many
other items. We also had to leave generous tips for our cabin
steward, server, and cruise director. I had way miscalculated
the actual cost, so we spent months after the cruise saving
more money to pay for these extras! Similarly, some people
believe they have to pay their own way for the trip to Heaven
through religious performance. So, they spend their entire
lives trying to “save up” for the trip.

I am afraid our skeptical modern culture has made it
more difficult for people today to believe that someone could
offer something for free without having an ulterior motive.
We live in an age of high-tech scammers, double-dealing,
con games, and hustlers, and the last thing we want to do is
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fall for a shady deal. Nevertheless, a free trip to Heaven is a
rock-solid reality, according to the Bible.

When Jesus covered our admission to Heaven, the price
He paid came at a stunning cost. That is what Peter pointed
out in his letter in verses 18-19. Saying you have to earn your
way into Heaven is an insult to the incredibly costly blood of
Christ that was poured out on your behalf. He is the only
One who could pay the price of perfection God demanded
because, as Peter described it, He alone is the unblemished
and spotless Lamb of God that was sacrificed to pay for our

sins.

A Perfect Lamb

Peter wrote in 1 Peter 1:20 that this Lamb, Jesus, was “fore-
known before the foundation of the world.” If I sat down
with you and asked you to tell me about your life, you might
tell me where you were born and where you grew up. But
what if I asked you to tell me about your life 1,000 years ago?
Or 10,000 years ago? None of us have any knowledge pre-
vious to our birth. Not so with Jesus. He claimed to have a
pre-existent experience in Heaven with His Father.

Jesus even said to the religious leaders who were chal-
lenging Him one day, “I say to you, before Abraham was born,
I am” (John 8:58). He used that divine name God had given
Moses. God told Moses, “Tell him that I Am has sent you.”
That is the name Jesus took for Himself and it made the reli-
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gious leaders furious. The Jews understood exactly what He
was saying, because the Bible says they took up stones to kill
Him on the spot for being blasphemous.

Jesus was totally unique in that He claimed to have been
alive with the Father in Heaven from the beginning of the
beginning. Can anyone else claim that? Why would anyone
refuse the free gift of eternal life from someone who was
there when Heaven itself was created? Still, our modern so-
ciety finds it hard to believe Heaven is a free gift, so they try
to work their way there by good behavior. It just seems too
good to be true otherwise.

Several people in a church where I served donated funds
so I could choose a pastor and his wife to take with me on
an annual trip to Israel with a few dozen other travelers.
Usually, inviting a pastor to go to Israel for free was an easy
sell. But I once offered to pay for a young pastor who had a
hard time accepting the offer because it seemed too good to
be true. We did not really know each other that well and he
wondered, “Hey, what’s the catch?” I had to keep telling him
there was no catch, but even then, he was not convinced.
When he finally offered to pay part of the cost, I just laughed
out loud. This guy was not getting it! I eventually convinced
him that the trip was really free. All he had to do was say,
“Yes.”

Many hard-working Americans stumble over the fact
that salvation is free. Ask any person on the street what it
takes to get into Heaven, and they will usually respond with

something along the lines of “good works.” They cross their

40



Lesson 3: Making the Trip to Heaven

fingers and just hope they have done enough good things in
their life to tip the scale and enter Heaven with God one day.
They want to work for it and somehow earn God’s favor, just
as they do with a paycheck at their jobs.

Silver and Gold Cannot Buy Heaven

That is why Peter pointed out in this passage that silver and
gold are perishable—in other words, that type of currency
(as valuable as it is on Earth) does not work in Heaven. Jesus
has paid the full price in His blood. All you have to do is to
say, “Yes” in faith to Jesus and your eternity in Heaven with
Him is secure.

If you do not think blood is valuable, try living without it.
I asked a doctor recently what was so valuable about blood,
and without getting too technical, he told me life is sus-
tained in the blood. Blood carries oxygen and nutrients to all
parts of the body. That is why we have blood drives. People
who have given blood have given the most precious gift we
have. That is how valuable all blood is for physical life, but
the blood of Jesus gives spiritual life as well. Why? The only
payment God accepts for the forgiveness of sin is the blood
of Jesus as our entry into Heaven.

When we get to Heaven, we are not going to rejoice over
the teachings of Jesus, or over the miracles of Jesus. We are
going to worship Him because He shed His precious blood
to purchase our salvation. In the last book of the Bible, we

41



Heaven & Angels: Our Eternal Home and Its Heavenly Hosts

read that the worshipers in Heaven fall down before Jesus
because He paid for their entry into Heaven. And they sang
a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the scroll and to
break its seals; for You were slaughtered, and You purchased
people for God with Your blood from every tribe, language,
people, and nation” (Revelation 5:9).

Free Gift

World religions teach a works-based philosophy. For ex-
ample, the second-largest religion in the world is Islam.
Followers of Islam hope to earn a place in Heaven based
upon their goodness. They believe Allah may reward them
with “Paradise,” if they faithfully follow the five pillars of
[slam and perform more good deeds than bad. The Ko-
ran teaches that Allah has a set of Heavenly scales and if
your good deeds outweigh the bad, you will be rewarded
with Paradise. Some of the Eastern religions teach that the
soul survives after death, but it is reincarnated into anoth-
er body. If the soul is enlightened, it is reincarnated into
a higher life form like a person. If not, it regresses into a
lower animal form. This philosophical approach is the ex-
act opposite of the truth revealed in God's Word about sal-
vation being a free gift of God (Ephesians 2:8-9). It is what
makes Christianity unique from all other world religions.
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What Part of Me Goes to Heaven?

What Peter emphasizes in this passage is the visible (silver
and gold) versus the invisible (the spiritual transaction that
took place to purchase your place in Heaven). Money cannot
buy you love or a place in Heaven! Think about it this way.
What part of “you” goes to Heaven? You have a visible, out-
ward presence that is getting older every day as well as an
invisible, inward presence that is ageless. That is the premise
taught throughout the Bible. When you look at me, you can
only see the “outer me,” but there is also an “inner me.” That
inner person is often called the ego, the personality, or the
soul of a person.

I do not have much control over the aging of the outer
me. If you ask me, the man in the mirror looks a lot more like
my father than the way I feel on the inside! I have a friend
who is an oncologist who tells her patients, “If you want to
live forever, you're in the wrong clinic.” The human body is
not designed to live forever. But the soul is. The Bible says,
“Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer per-
son is decaying, yet our inner person is being renewed day
by day” (2 Corinthians 4:16). As we grow older many of us
can relate to this truth. We have a variety of aches and pains
that come with age, but on the inside, we still feel as we did
when we were teenagers or young adults. Here is the great
truth. While your tent is getting more and more feeble, it is

possible for your spirit to renew itself each day. This is the
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part of you that enters Heaven after you die, courtesy of the
free gift of God.

Application

« Name some ways people choose religious perfor-
mance over accepting God's free gift of eternal life.

e Based on what you have learned in this lesson, prac-
tice explaining to a non-believer why you cannot earn
your way to Heaven.

» Spend some time thanking God for the free gift of
eternal life in your prayer time this week.

e List some ways you can care for your body. Now list
some ways you can practice soul-care to nurture the
spiritual side of who you are.

You cannot take anything with you after you die, because
everything you need will be provided for you in Heaven.
A body. A home. Things to do. Just like you were given an
Earth suit (a physical body) to enjoy your time on Earth, all
the equipment you will need to enjoy your time in Heaven
starts with “trading up” for an eternal body.

Implications and Actions

You cannot earn your entrance into Heaven any more than
you can buy something that has already been paid for. It is
free. The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death, but the gra-
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cious gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ro-
mans 6:23). Hallelujah!

Questions

1. Why do world religions teach salvation by works—
and why is this idea so popular?

2. How does it encourage you to know that Jesus gave

His life so you could be with Him in eternity?

3. What if everyone had to earn their way into Heav-
en—how many people would be good enough for
entry?

4. We have many ways to care for our bodies. What can
you do to care for your soul?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Revelation 21:1-5 Revelation 22:1-5

lesson d

Exploring
Heaven

MAIN IDEA

Heaven will not be boring—it will be the best, most amazing
experience of our lives.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What will I do for eternity in Heaven?

STUDY AIM
To explain what the Bible says will occupy our time once we
are living in Heaven

QUICK READ
Yes, we will worship the King of Kings in Heaven. But that is
not all.
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Introduction

Heaven will not be boring—it will be the best, most amazing
experience of our lives. We will be exploring this beautiful
place forever, filling our days with Heavenly activities and
adventures that we can only dream of on this earth. And yet
there are skeptics. What will we do all day? Will we have any
fun at all? Will it be like being at church all day for the rest of
our lives? Anyone who believes that Heaven is a boring place
with marathon sermons that last six hours and harp-strum-
ming angels playing hymns all day in the clouds has never
read the Bible’s description of Heaven. Although we do not
know exactly what Heaven will be like, God has painted a
beautiful picture of the eternal destination that awaits all
those who believe in His Son Jesus Christ. Once you under-
stand more of what the Bible says Heaven is like, you will
find yourself looking forward to the day you join God and

your loved ones in your new Heavenly home.

Revelation 21:1-5

! Then [ saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no lon-
ger any sea. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. *And I heard a loud voice from the throne,
saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among the people,
and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His peo-
ple, and God Himself will be among them, *and He will wipe
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away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer
be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or cry-
ing, or pain; the first things have passed away."

> And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making
all things new.” And He said, “Write, for these words are faith-
ful and true.”

A New Heaven and Earth (21:1-2)

Stop for a moment and focus on your memory of the most
beautiful place you have ever visited on this earth. I have sat
on the edge of the Grand Canyon at sunrise, stood on the
shore of Lake Louise, Canada, and golfed on the Monterey
Peninsula in California. I have felt the black sands of Hawaii
between my toes and walked the warm beaches of Fiji. But
I will never forget when my daughters were young, and we
visited Zion National Park in southern Utah. In the 1800s
when the Mormons were moving west, they came to this
place of majestic mountains, clear lakes, and rushing rivers.
It was so beautiful they named it after Heaven and called it
Zion. And for all of my traveling throughout the world, it is
still probably the most breathtaking location I have ever vis-
ited. But even the most beautiful place on earth has nothing
on Heaven.

Most of us enjoy new things—whether it is a new experi-
ence, a new car, a new gadget, or a new friend. The Bible says
in Revelation there will be a new Heaven and earth. The first

Heaven and earth will dissolve like sugar crystals in a cup of
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hot tea, and the permanent Heaven will be full of new expe-
riences. The Bible says God will live among His people and be
their God—that is new. God will also wipe away every tear.
There will be no more reason to cry...no more death, heart-
ache, or suffering. That will be a welcome new experience be-
cause this life is filled with all of those. So many changes in
the new Heaven that God summarizes it, “I am making all
things new!” (21:5).

Many earthly places have “new” in their names because
they are named after “old” places. But they are not necessari-
ly improvements. For example, I prefer the beautiful old city
of York in England to the teeming mass of humanity living
in “New” York. I have visited the lovely Jersey Island off the
coast of France and consider it certainly prettier than “New”
Jersey! Currently, Jerusalem is a beautiful city. I love visiting
there. But it will not compare to the new Jerusalem, which is
another name used in the Bible for Heaven. In fact, the main
feature of Heaven will be the Holy City of New Jerusalem,
and we will be busy every day exploring it.

The New Jerusalem (21:2-4)

The apostle John was so overwhelmed by the beauty of the
Holy City that he struggled to find a way to describe it. So, he
used a metaphor of a beautiful bride approaching her groom.
I have performed hundreds of weddings, and I have never
seen an ugly bride. Brides work for hours getting their hair,
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makeup, and dress just right. That is how John described the
beauty of this celestial city—a perfect bride (that is also a
picture of the Church) on her wedding day.

Tree of Life

What do you picture when you imagine the tree of life as
it is described in Revelation 22? Do you picture one tree
standing alone near the river? Look closely and you will
see John described it this way: “...on either side of the river
was the tree of life.” Wait a minute. One tree cannot stand
on both sides of the river. The Bible does not designate
the tree of life as one large tree—the phrase is identifying
the kind of trees lining the river in Heaven. It is like when
people say, “The pine tree grows in East Texas.” They are
not talking about a solitary tree, but a species of tree. What
do these trees look like? Scripture does not say specifical-
ly, but we know they are fruit trees for our nourishment
and enjoyment, as they bear fruit monthly. But notice the
leaves (22:2)—they are for the "healing of the nations.” You
will not need them as a resident of Heaven because in
Heaven you will not grow old, feel tired, or become ill.

Now feast your eyes on all the details the Bible reveals in
the next chapter of Revelation 22:1-5 regarding the beauti-
ful scenery in Heaven. Just imagine walking down the main
street of this stunning location. Boring? Far from it! A pure,
clear river gushes from God’s throne down the middle of the
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avenue, and the sound of that rushing water as it flows be-
side you is mesmerizing. As you look up you see leafy trees
lining both sides of the broad avenue. As you pass these rows
of the tree of life (22:2), you discover they are fruit trees.
In fact, the Bible says they produce a new crop of delicious
fruit every month, and the leaves of these trees also have an
unusual healing power. There will not be any need for street-
lights because Heaven is in a new time zone. It is never night
there. The Light of the Lord will illuminate the city (22:5).
Whatever comes to mind when you picture this scene, the
reality will certainly be beyond our wildest expectations!
One thing Heaven will not be is boring. It will be more excit-
ing that any experience you have ever had on earth.

Enjoying God and Others Forever (21:3-5)

The Bible describes in Revelation a special coronation event
in Heaven. But notice the multitude in attendance in Reve-
lation 7:9—people from every nation, tribe, and language.
These will be our forever friends and fellow citizens of Heav-
en, and you will spend much of your time with them. You will
have a chance to ask King David how big Goliath really was.
You will meet a determined tax collector named Zacchaeus.
You can ask Moses what it was like to walk through the Red
Sea without getting his sandals wet. You can ask Solomon

what it was like to have seven hundred wives. You can ask
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Noah what it was like to spend 40 days on a huge boat with
an entire zoo onboard.

And there will not just be famous Bible characters in
Heaven. All the wonderful saints who have lived and died
throughout the ages will be there to befriend as well. Per-
sonally, I cannot wait to trade “preacher stories” with John
Wesley, Jonathan Edwards, and Charles Spurgeon. The most
frequent question preachers are asked about Heaven is, “Will
we know our family members there?” Absolutely. You will
know them better than you ever knew them in this life. The
Bible says in 1 Corinthians 13:12 of this time in Heaven that
you will “know fully, just as I also have been fully known.”

We have plenty of evidence from the Bible that after a
person of faith died, they did not lose a distinct identity. At
the Transfiguration of Jesus, two Old Testament saints ap-
peared and talked with Jesus—Elijah and Moses. They each
maintained a distinct appearance because the disciples saw
them and identified them. So yes, you will know your loved
ones in Heaven. When King David’s infant son died, he said,
“I am going to him, but he will not return to me” (2 Sam-
uel 12:23). David believed that his son was in a good place
where David would meet him someday in the future. Accord-
ing to Hebrews 11, David is in Heaven, so we can know that
is where he joined his son. Your loved ones will be closer to
you than they ever were on earth.

But here is the amazing truth. You will know everyone
in Heaven better than you know your closest friends and

family members now. What will we do in Heaven? We will
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be busy loving and enjoying others. Usually, we reserve our
closest relationships for family and a few close friends. Can
you imagine what it will be like to truly know and love all the
redeemed of all the ages? Throughout Scripture, God gives
us instructions on how to love one another. For example,
the Bible says we are to bear their burdens and love them as
ourselves. Earth is training school for Heaven where we will
finally be able to love like Jesus taught us to do in the Great
Commandment (Matthew 22:35-40). That love does not
stop once a person dies, by the way. You will get a chance to
love your family and friends better than you were ever able
to do consistently on earth. You will connect with them in
ways you always desired to do but something held you back
or got in the way. How do I know that? The Bible teaches we
have a fallen nature because of sin. We do not love perfectly

on earth, but we will do so in Heaven.

That said, however, every human Heavenly relationship
will be overshadowed by our relationship with God in Heav-
en for eternity. When you see Jesus face to face, your deep-
est yearning for acceptance and intimacy will finally be total-
ly fulfilled. And you will be overjoyed to look around you and
see the people you loved and admired the most on earth will
experience the same thing with Jesus. You will be busier and

more content in Heaven than you have ever been in your life!
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Application

» Make a list of the famous people of faith in the Bible
you look forward to meeting in Heaven.

e Based on what you are learning about Heaven, write
an “activity guide” for the perfect day in Heaven. What
will you do? Who will you see?

e Many people believe Heaven will involve endless
strumming harps all day, sitting on clouds. Counter
that image with what you now know we will do in
Heaven, according to Scripture.

o Write a list of what appeals to you most about Heav-
en.

Serving in Heaven

In Heaven, we will be busy serving the King. Doing what, you
say? Anything He wants us to do. He will give the orders, and
we will gladly obey. Heaven is not the end of our ministry for
the Lord—it is just the beginning! Tucked away in Revela-
tion 22:3 is some information we do not often think about
regarding one of the main occupiers of our time in Heaven. It
reads, “... [God’s] bond-servants will serve him.” In addition
to worshiping the King, we will be reigning with the King in
Heaven. The Bible says we will help Jesus rule the Universe
and govern angels, according to the best translation of 1
Corinthians 6:2-3. Every earthly king must have prime min-
isters and governors to help in his administration. The term
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“govern angels” is an administrative term. As you will see in
later lessons, God created angels to be His servants. While
we are living on earth, we are a little lower than these special
beings. But in our resurrected state in Heaven one day we
will be ruling over angels, principalities, and powers. Do you
remember the story Jesus told about the man who gave his
servants money to invest in Matthew 257 The ones who did
well with their responsibilities were given new and greater
responsibilities. The story is a picture of what Heaven will be
like. We will use our gifts to administer the new Heaven and

the new earth.

Implications and Actions

I have heard many people smugly say they would rather be
in hell with all their friends than “sit around” being bored in
Heaven. As if the God who created life, work, love, and rela-
tionships for the purpose of joy and happiness in the first
place has no clue! Heaven will be far from dull—it will be the

time of your life for eternity.

Questions

1. How would you describe the scene of Heaven from
Revelation 21:1-5 to someone who wants to know
what Heaven is like?
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What insight does Revelation 22:1-5 give you about
Heaven?

Why do you think your relationship with God will be

better than ever in Heaven?

What do you look forward to about having loving,
perfect relationships with others in Heaven?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Revelation 5:6, 11-12 Revelation 5:1-5

lesson é

The Soundtrack
of Heaven

MAIN IDEA
The Bible explains that in Heaven we will be engulfed in a
beautiful symphony of praise directed at the King of Kings.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How will worship be different in Heaven, compared to the way
we worship on Earth?

STUDY AIM
To understand worship as a central component of Heaven

QUICK READ
The most amazing praise and worship will comprise the very
atmosphere of Heaven, and it will be music to your ears.
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Introduction

The Apostle John wrote in Revelation about a specific scene
of worship that we will experience ourselves one day in Heav-
en. His vision of what Heaven will be like when it is filled to
the brim with worshipers praising Jesus was so spectacular
and vivid that it is difficult to put into words. The Bible ex-
plains that in Heaven we will be engulfed in a beautiful sym-
phony of praise directed at the King of Kings. I call it the
“Soundtrack of Heaven.”

Revelation 5:6, 11-12

6 And [ saw between the throne (with the four living crea-
tures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slaughtered, hav-
ing seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits
of God sent out into all the earth.

1 Then I looked, and I heard the voices of many an-
gels around the throne and the living creatures and the el-
ders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and
thousands of thousands, 2 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy
is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power, wealth,
wisdom, might, honor, glory, and blessing.”

Who Is Worthy? King Jesus! (5:1-5)

I have been preaching for around 50 years, and there has
never been a Sunday morning when I woke up and said, “Oh
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no, it’s Sunday again.” I love Sundays! I sing in my car on the
way to church every Sunday. But I realize that most people
cannot take too much church. From my perspective on stage
watching a service conclude, it seems like the most enjoyable
thing a lot of people do at church is to leave! I have observed
many times that when worship is over, some people storm
outside before the last note is played so they can be the first
in line out of the parking lot. Some of the really adept church
leavers park in such a way to make the fastest getaway. It is
as if they think, “Okay. I have put in my time for the week. I
am good until next Sunday.” No wonder the mistaken idea of
Heaven being an eternal church service is not that appealing
to most folks. But they have never read John’s testimony in
Revelation regarding the most amazing worship service ever
experienced. If they had done so, they would consider wor-
ship a practice run for this future event—and they would
not want to miss it!

Revelation 5:1-5 provides the background to one of the
most worshipful scenes in all the Bible. It takes place in the
throne room of Heaven as saints (that’s us) and angels gath-
er around the throne of God. A mighty angel then asks if
anyone is worthy to open a special scroll. But no one steps
forward immediately. In Bible times, scrolls were often used
to record deeds and official details of an inheritance—Ilike
our modern last will and testament. So, what is this Heav-
enly scroll? It is more than a piece of paper. It is symbolic,
for it represents our forfeited inheritance to Paradise and all
God originally meant for us. Think of it as the title deed to
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all that the first man God created (Adam) forfeited when he
sinned in the Garden of Eden. We forfeited that inheritance.
Sin caused us to lose it. The angel was asking if anyone was

worthy to redeem all of humanity.

Importance of Scroll Reading

Why is this scroll-reading such an important scene in
Heaven? To put it in Old Testament Hebrew real estate
language, the angel was looking for a “kinsman.” When
someone was at risk of losing property, only a legal kins-
man could buy it back. This was the situation Naomi found
herself in after she became a widow (see the story in the
Book of Ruth). According to Jewish law, only the nearest
family member could pay the price to redeem the inher-
itance. Jesus Christ was the perfect God/man. As a part
of the family of “man,” He was like us in every way. Since
He qualified as our kinsman, He paid the precious price of
His blood on the cross to purchase back our access to all
that was lost in Paradise. The Bible says, “If you address as
Father the One who impartially judges according to each
one’'s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of
your stay on earth; knowing that you were not redeemed
with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile
way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with pre-
cious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the
blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:17-19). And that is worth singing
about!
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After the angel asks who is worthy to open the scroll and
there is no response, John begins to weep because all seems
lost. But then one of the elders pipes up and says there is
someone who is worthy—King Jesus (5:5). John looks up
with tears in his eyes and sees a Lamb “appearing to be
slain,” though the Lamb is standing. The Lamb of God comes
forward and opens a scroll to announce the final chapter of
this world’s drama (5:8). This Lamb, of course, is Jesus; He is
the sacrificial Lamb of God and the triumphant Lion of the
tribe of Judah.

Church Like You Have Never Experienced (5:5-8)

I love attending worship services with other believers, espe-
cially in other cultures. I love singing songs of praise, teach-
ing, and hearing the Word of God all over the world. I have
worshiped in Lutheran churches in Germany where they sang
stiffly, but with great enthusiasm for the old hymns. I have
been in downtown Beijing on a Sunday morning and heard
believers sing passionate songs of praise in Mandarin, and I
only understood two words: Alleluia and Amen. I have been
on remote islands in the Philippines and watched believers
worship with tears of joy streaming down their faces. And I
have been in dirt-floored gatherings in Africa where the be-
lievers can sing and dance praising Jesus for hours without a
break. They literally raise a cloud of dust from the floor that
is as beautiful as the incense in the Jewish Temple.
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God loves all kinds of music and expressions of worship,
as long as it comes from the heart. The music of Heaven will
have an international dimension to it because the Bible says
people from every tribe and tongue will be there praising Je-
sus (Revelation 7:9). Think of it. You will be side by side with
brothers and sisters in Christ from every country on earth—
and from every era of time—who will be praising God along-
side you.

We will be there to experience this one day. Even the most
powerful worship services we have ever shared on earth are
nothing compared to Heaven. Revelation 5 describes the in-
auguration of Jesus as the Lamb of God who is worthy. What
that experience will be like in Heaven! We will be celebrating
Jesus from that day forward for all of eternity. I think praise
in Heaven will be like the soundtrack of a great movie. The
music is there, but you are not really aware of it except that it
is moving you and enhancing your enjoyment of the movie.
I listen to relaxing music whenever I study and write. Just
as you listen to the radio or your digital device when you are
driving or working, the Heavenly symphony of praise will
surround you and inspire you as you go about your daily life
in Heaven—singing, serving, and loving others.

My mother was a wonderful Christian who taught me
about Jesus from an early age. But she did not have any mu-
sical ability. I can remember standing next to her in church
and hearing her sing. She was awful! She could carry a tune;
she just could not unload it. I jokingly say that my mom was

what some people call “a prisoner singer.” That is someone
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who is always behind a few bars and cannot find the right
key!

As ateen,Iwas embarrassed to stand beside her in church.
In fact, [ used to tell her not to sing. But she did not listen to
me. She would still make a joyful noise—emphasis on noise.
Today I realize how selfish I was in asking her not to sing.
Today I cherish the memory of her singing. She is in Heaven
now, and just as we will do one day, she is singing along with
the choir of Heaven in a beautiful voice. If I had any sense as
a kid, I would have told my mom, “Sing, Mom! Sing!” T will
just have to make up for it one day when we stand next to

each other in Heaven again singing to the Lord.

Sing Like Jesus (5:11-12)

When Jesus takes the scroll, Heaven breaks out in a sympho-
ny of worship and praise. And so here, not only are we there
worshiping the Lamb, but the angels are also there worship-
ing. Verse 11 says they encircled the throne alongside four
“living creatures” and the elders (that’s us, the saints). And
so, here is the picture of the throne of Heaven in the cen-
ter of the scene, with God Almighty sitting upon it as the
God of the Universe. And here is the Lamb of God, what is
described as the four living creatures, and all the saints of
God and the angels—so many you cannot count them—all
around Him. And at that moment we all begin to praise God

in a loud voice.

63



Heaven & Angels: Our Eternal Home and Its Heavenly Hosts

The Greek word here is legos, meaning we speak the
words. Did you ever imagine that in Heaven? It is in the text.
The Living Bible translates it “sing,” but it is a totally differ-
ent word used in verse 5:9 than 5:11, which definitely uses
the word for singing. We “sing” a new song. But the word for
what the angels do is “shout.” They shout, “Worthy is the
Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power, wealth, wis-
dom, might, honor, glory, and blessing” (5:12). The praise
builds up greater and greater, and there is one final pinnacle
of praise (5:13). The word there also is “lego,” or shouting.
However, they do it—speaking or singing—John says he
heard every creature everywhere give praise, honor, and glo-
ry to God and Jesus.

What if you cannot sing? What if you cannot carry a tune
in a bucket? In Heaven, since we will be like Jesus, we will be
able to sing like Jesus. Many people are surprised to learn
that Jesus is a singer (Hebrews 2:12). This verse refers to
Jesus fulfilling Psalm 22:22 where Jesus is speaking in the
first person: “I will proclaim your name to my brothers; in
the midst of the assembly I will sing your praise.” Did you
know that we have a singing Savior? Maybe you have never
thought about it before, but we have evidence of His love
for music. Jesus sang during His earthly ministry, and ac-
cording to Hebrews 2, He is still singing! Both Matthew and
Mark write how after the Last Supper, Jesus and the disci-
ples sang a hymn and went to the Mount of Olives. What did
they sing? The psalm usually sung after the Passover meal
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was Psalm 118. The Jews still sing it after their Passover

meal today.

Application

e Describe what you think is the most amazing detail in
the worship scene described in Revelation 5.

e Describe your favorite memory of worshiping with
God’'s people. Where were you? How old were you?
What emotions did you experience?

e Practice this week for your future Heavenly singing
debut. Pick a time to play your favorite worship radio
station or CDs and praise God with all your heart.

e This Sunday, use your imagination and consider the
worship portion of your church service as a warm-up
for the Heavenly celebration of Jesus one day. How
does that approach improve your attitude in worship?

What I am saying is that God invented music and worship
and it plays a huge role in Heaven. He loves to be praised,
and the Lord Himself is the sweet singer of salvation. The
prophet Zephaniah described our loving God as singing over
His people (Zephaniah 3:17). So do not worry if you cannot
sing now. Go ahead and make a joyful noise unto the Lord.
And smile when you anticipate the day when you will be en-
gulfed in a symphony of praise in Heaven. What will make us
break out in song? When we are finally up close and personal

with Jesus our Redeemer.
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Implications and Actions

Some of you plan special evenings out to enjoy concerts, op-
eras, and musicals. When you travel, you might enjoy look-
ing in the paper or online to see who is playing in town. Or
you might book a special restaurant that offers live music
while you dine. Music is a big part of your life, and you look
forward to these events as an essential part of your enter-
tainment and joy. You own the soundtrack to your favorite
movies, you pay attention to the background music being
played in elevators and grocery stores, and your favorite part
of a church service is the music worship. If any of this reso-
nates with you, you are getting just a taste of what the future

will be like in Heaven.

Questions

1. Why did John weep when there was no response to

the angel’s question?

2. What was the cause for all the celebration in Revela-
tion 57
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What is your favorite kind of worship music? Why?

What emotions, songs, environments, attitudes, rela-
tionships, and/or events really put you in the mood to

worship Jesus?
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Revelation 1:17-18 2 Corinthians 5:10

lesson é

Meeting
the King

MAIN IDEA
There are specific Heavenly scenes described in the Bible
where Judge Jesus will hand out rewards to believers and also
judge the nations and the lost.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What will it be like to meet Jesus in Heaven?

STUDY AIM
To understand Jesus’ prominent role in Heaven, according to
Scripture

QUICK READ
Judge Jesus will be in Heaven, for He is the King. His knowl-
edge is perfect, and His evaluation is flawless as He rewards
Christians for what they have accomplished for the Kingdom,
and He also judges the nations and lost people.
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Introduction

We never know when we may die or be raptured, so we should
always stay ready to meet Jesus. When it’s your time to die
and you’ve taken your last look in the faces of the ones you
loved on earth, in the next moment you will finally see the
face of the One who loves you more than anyone has ever
loved you. You will meet the King! One second, we may be
looking in the face of our spouse, our favorite dog, or a friend
at lunch, and the next second we could be looking into the
face of Jesus because we will have left this earth. We must
stay ready to meet Him! There are specific Heavenly scenes
described in the Bible where Judge Jesus will hand out re-

wards to believers and also judge the nations and the lost.

Revelation 1:17-18

7When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And
He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I
am the first and the last, ¥and the living One; and I was dead,
and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of
death and of Hades.

The King Will See You Now (1:17)

Red Square is a huge open area framed by the Kremlin
and the beautiful onion-domed St. Basil’s Cathedral. When I

saw it the first time, I was amazed at the size. The Russians
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claim it is the largest public square in the world. Everyday
tens of thousands of people line up to file into a building in
front of the Kremlin that has the appearance of a shrine. It
is Lenin’s mausoleum. The people wait for hours in all kinds
of weather just to walk by and get a glimpse of the preserved
body of Lenin.

I've also had the opportunity to visit Tiananmen Square
in Beijing, where the Chinese also claim to have the largest
public square in the world! On the west side of the square,
one can see the massive Great Hall of the People where the
Communist Party meets. At the north end is the mysterious
Forbidden City, the ancient palace of the Chinese emperors.
The mausoleum of Mao Zedong dominates the center of the
square. When Mao died in 1975, he left instructions for his
body to be cremated, but his followers ignored his desires
and had his body embalmed and encased in a crystal coffin.
Then they built the mausoleum to preserve his legacy. Every
day of the year in China, as many as 17,000 people queue up
to wait for hours on end to walk by and see the remains of
the corpse of Mao Zedong for a few seconds.

Frankly, [ do notlike standing in longlines to do anything,
but there will be millions of saints in Heaven. Won't there be
long lines to see Jesus, the main attraction? No. Think about
it. Today when I pray, I have immediate access to God. I do
not have to get in a line to offer my prayers and petitions.
God can hear and answer billions of prayers simultaneously.
Our access in Heaven will be even better. Remember, God is
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omnipresent, and Jesus is God, so He will still be ever-pres-
ent and available to you.

Some people imagine that when they first see Jesus, they
will run up to Him and give Him a high-five or fist bump.
There was a time when I thought my first face-to-face meet-
ing with Jesus would be like that old shampoo commercial—
the one where two people are in a beautiful field running to-
ward each other in slow motion. Music is playing and their
freshly shampooed hair is bouncing gently. Then finally they
meet each other in an embrace and spin around slowly as the
music crescendos.

Since then as [ have studied God’s Word, I have dropped
that mental image. There is a popular Christian song about
imagining what we will do when we see Jesus. I do not think
we will dance. I do not think we will jump for joy. We will do
exactly the same thing John did when he encountered the
risen Christ, as described here (1:17). John had hung around
Jesus during His earthly ministry for three years, eating and
drinking and talking to each other as friends. But the Bible
says John was so starstruck he fell down at the feet of the
glorified Jesus like a dead man. In other words, John was
so overwhelmed by the sight and voice of Jesus in His res-
urrected state that he fainted! I believe we will all fall at the
feet of Jesus when we see Him in all of His majesty and glory

in Heaven.
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The Scene of Judgment in Heaven (2 Corinthians
5:10)

There are very few scenes described for us in Heaven, as far as
a daily itinerary like you would have on a planned vacation.
But there are a few events we know will definitely take place
because they are described for us in Scripture. One scene we
discussed in a previous lesson takes place when the Lamb
appears to open the scroll and all of Heaven erupts in praise.
If you are a Christian, you will be there for that.

Another scene will take place in Heaven called The Judg-
ment Seat of Christ. The Bible says, “For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may re-
ceive compensation for his deeds done through the body, in
accordance with what he has done, whether good or bad” (2
Corinthians 5:10). There will be a judgment in Heaven. But
this judgment will not be a place where we will answer for
our sins—our sins were dealt with at the cross. Romans 8:1
assures us, “Therefore there is now no condemnation at all
for those who are in Christ Jesus.” The idea we will have to
pay for our deeds at the judgment seat in Heaven is false—
the debt for our sins was already paid at the cross.

However, Jesus often spoke about being rewarded in
Heaven. For instance He said, “Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward in heaven is great” (Matthew 5:12). A reward for
what? We have been given gifts and abilities, and on that
day, we will be judged according to our stewardship of His
gifts. He will be evaluating each of us on the basis of what
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we did with what He gave us. The glorified Jesus whom John
encountered in Heaven in the opening chapter of Revelation
is the same Judge Jesus who will reward Christians.

Bema

The word translated “judgment seat” in this passage in 2
Corinthians 5:10 is the Greek word bema. It is best trans-
lated as “stage” or “platform.” A bema was a raised plat-
form where rulings and rewards were publicly announced.
When [ toured the ruins of ancient Corinth, [ saw the re-
mains of the bema in Corinth. This is where minor rulings
were made, but mostly it was where they would pass out
the awards to the winners of athletic contests.

The chief official or judge sat on the raised platform
(bema) so he could see the competition and make a fair
determination of the winner who was summoned to the
bema to receive his reward. Are you getting the picture?
Jesus will be on the bema in Heaven, and we will be sum-
moned to receive our prize for the work we did on earth
in His name.

Who Will Be at the Judgment?

This answer is short and simple: only Christians will be
there, and all Christians will be there. When Paul wrote that
we must all appear at the judgment, he was referring to all
Christians. Most conservative theologians believe this will
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be an experience only for the Church—the Bride of Christ.
Who else will be there? Judge Jesus will be there. His knowl-
edge is perfect, and His evaluation is flawless. We will not
judge ourselves for our work on earth and what we did with
our time, because most of us have major blind spots. We will
not be judged by our friends and family because they might
be too lenient. We will not be judged by our enemies because
they might want to kick us out of Heaven altogether! There
will not be a chance for people to call in and vote for us. You
will not vote for me, and I will not vote for you—we will all

be judged by the perfect judge, Judge Jesus.

How Jesus Will Treat Us in Heaven (1:18)

You do not have anything to fear about meeting King Jesus
in Heaven one day if you are a believer. I believe Jesus will
respond in compassion to each of us just as He did with John
in this passage. First, He touched John to show Him love
and acceptance. Doesn’t it make you feel good when you are
in a tense moment with someone, and they reach out and
touch your arm and shoulder to assure you they are not an-
gry? Jesus has been thinking of you every moment of ev-
ery day from the moment you were born. He loves you. The
Bible also says about meeting the King in Heaven one day,
“They will see His face, and His name will be on their fore-
heads” (Revelation 22:4). It does not mean His name will be
tattooed on our heads! It means He will always be foremost
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in our minds and thoughts. When John saw Jesus, He told
John not to be afraid. Our takeaway from this scene is that
although Jesus’ glorified self will be dazzling, there is no rea-
son to be afraid of Him.

Paul wrote about meeting the King one day, “For now
we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face...” (1 Corin-
thians 13:12). The language Paul used is of a blurred image,
like looking at a picture that is out of focus. Or like trying
to see your face in a mirror that is all fogged up. You can see
something, but it is not clear. Those of us who love Jesus
are always looking for His face. We see it dimly now with
our eyes of faith. But one day we will look straight at Jesus
when we see Him in Heaven the first time, just as John de-
scribed in Revelation 1. I heard a funny story about a Sunday
school teacher who was teaching her class of children about
Heaven. She wanted them to understand the importance of
believing in Jesus, so she asked them, “Now, boys and girls,
what do you have to do to go to Heaven?” One little boy shot
his hand up and said, “You have to DIE!” That was a down-
er to her lesson, but the little boy was correct, nonetheless.
Five hundred years ago John Donne wrote: “No man ever
saw God and lived. And yet, I shall not live till I see God.” We
have not really lived until we have died and seen the lover of

our souls!
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Rewards in Heaven

What happens after you see Jesus in Heaven? The Bible
teaches we will receive what is due us for the things we did
in this body—whether good or bad. The “bad” deeds are not
sins like lying or stealing, but poor stewardship. Remem-
ber, God has given you gifts and abilities. You and I will be
rewarded on the basis of how faithful we have been to use
these gifts for the glory of God. Every Christian is a minis-
ter—you have God-given gifts and abilities—not just your
pastor or ministers on staff. If you are a Christian who is not
serving God, it is like hiding what God has given you. Re-
member that to whom much is given, much is required (Luke
12:48). Again, this judgment scene in Heaven in 2 Corinthi-
ans 5 is not about salvation or sin; it is all about your service.
It is not a time of condemnation; it is a time of commenda-
tion. It is not a time of punishment, but a time of praise. It
is not a time of rebuke, but a time of reward. The thought of
the bema motivates me to serve the Lord more faithfully and
more humbly than ever before.

Have you ever been at an award ceremony? The room is
filled with a sense of excitement and anticipation, and when
the emcee announces the winner, there is spontaneous ap-
plause. I think that is going to be the scene at the bema in
Heaven. There are certain people I want to stand around
when Jesus starts passing out the rewards because I want

to rejoice in the celebration. Remember, there is no thank-
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less job. Your thanks and reward will come later—and it will

come from Jesus Himself!

Application

e Use your imagination and think about what you will
do when you meet the King of Heaven one day.

o Talk with another believer this week about what you
expect Jesus to look like in Heaven.

e Pray about what you are currently doing to serve Je-
sus faithfully. Is there more you could do? Explain.

e In your own words, explain the bema/judgment seat
of Christ, based on what you learmed?

Implications and Actions

Through the years, when I have talked about Heavenly re-
wards, I have encountered people who say something like,
“I don’t really want any rewards or crowns—I just want my
little corner in Heaven and that will be fine by me.” Or some-
one may say, ‘I really don’t want any reward at all—just be-
ing there in Heaven will be my reward.” Do you really mean
that? That attitude can sometimes be a cover-up for spiritual
laziness. Opportunities to serve God yesterday are gone, but
you have the rest of today and the rest of your life to serve
Him. That way when you stand before Him you can hear Him
say, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”
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Questions

1. What questions did our lesson clarify regarding the
judgment scene of Christians in Heaven?

2. Why are some people afraid of meeting Jesus the
King?

3. If you died today, what do you think Jesus might
reward you for doing in His name during your time on
earth?

4. What can you do differently, starting today, to pri-
oritize serving Jesus and ensure that this Heavenly
scene in Revelation 1 involves Jesus telling you, “Well
done, good and faithful servant™?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Revelation 21:22-27 1 John 5:13

lesson d

Making Your
Reservation
in Heaven

MAIN IDEA
Your place in Heaven must be reserved in advance. The good
news about your reservation in Heaven is that it can never be
canceled! Once your name is written in the Lamb’s Book of
Life, it can never be erased.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How can I be sure I am going to Heaven?

STUDY AIM
To give believers assurance they are going to Heaven when
they die

QUICK READ
There is a book in Heaven with the names of those who love
and serve God. Trusting Christ as your Savior is the pen that
writes your name there, ensuring your place in Heaven.
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Introduction

Not everyone is going to Heaven. If you are a believer, you
will spend eternity in Heaven with God. However, like a ho-
tel reservation, your place in Heaven must be reserved in ad-
vance, and the Bible clearly explains how to do that. Having
assurance of your salvation is very important—otherwise,
you will be plagued with doubts about your eternal destina-
tion. The good news about your reservation in Heaven is that
it can never be canceled! Once your name is written in the

Lamb’s Book of Life, it can never be erased.

Revelation 21:22-27

22] saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb are its temple. 22 And the city has no need of the sun
or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illu-
minated it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 2* The nations will walk
by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory
into it. % In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its
gates will never be closed; 26 and they will bring the glory and
the honor of the nations into it; 2 and nothing unclean, and
no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come
into it, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's
book of life.

Heaven Is Where God Is (21:22-26)

A few years ago I discovered an online service called “Reserve
a Spot in Heaven.” Out of curiosity I visited their website
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and was surprised to discover that this organization is not in
any way religious—there is nothing on their site about God
or the Bible. But they offer you a moneyback guarantee that
you will have a spot in Heaven. According to the website, for
a small fee you get a letter confirming your reservation in
Heaven. You also get a certificate suitable for framing with
your name on it, some bogus information about Heaven, and
an embossed nametag for Heaven. (So, God will know who
you are!) That is obviously a spoof, but many people have
crazy, non-biblical ideas about going to Heaven.

John described Heaven as a wonderful and amazing
place throughout Revelation, detailing what it looks like and
the brilliance of this Heavenly city. But he also pointed out
that the primary feature of Heaven is that God and Jesus
are in the center of it (21:22). He noted that the Lord God
and the Lamb (Jesus Christ) are so central to Heaven there
is no need for an Old Testament Temple or New Testament
church. Those were reserved for earth, not Heaven. In fact,
it is the light of God Himself that illuminates Heaven—no
need for electricity, light switches, torches, lamps, or the like
(21:23-24). His brilliance lights up the sky morning, noon,
and night. It is important to understand that the purpose
of Heaven, the whole reason God designed it, was to share
this beautiful place with His children forever. That is why He

wants you to secure your place in Heaven with Him.
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Reserve Your Place in Heaven (21:27)

In the day before computers, every hotel had a reservation
book where they kept a record of the names of the hotel
guests. The Bible says there are books in Heaven as well. One
of them is called the Lamb’s book of life. If your name is writ-
ten down in His book, you have the assurance of knowing

you have a place in Heaven.

Lamb’s Book of Life

Moses was the first to mention this unusual book, the book
of life (Exodus 32:30-34). After Moses received the Ten
Commandments, he came down from the mountainside
only to find the people worshiping a golden idol! God was
very angry with these people, but Moses intervened. When
Moses prayed for the sinful Israelites who had disobeyed
and dishonored God, he suggested that if it would save
the people, then God could blot his name out of His book.
This is the first mention of a book with the names of those
who are redeemed. Somehow Moses had been made
aware that God keeps an accurate record of the people
who know and serve Him. King David also wrote about
God’'s book when he stated that all the days God ordained
for him were written in a book (Psalm 139:16). The prophet
Daniel also wrote there would be a future judgment day
when the “books of Heaven” are opened (Daniel 7:10).
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In Luke 10, Jesus sent out 70 disciples in teams of twos.
They came back rejoicing that the demons were subject to
them in Jesus’ name. In Luke 10:20, Jesus cautioned them
not to get too excited about that, but to instead rejoice that
their names were “recorded in heaven.” Scripture confirms
there really is a book in Heaven with the names of those who
love and serve God. Trusting Christ as your Savior is the
pen that writes your name there. It is worth noting, as John
pointed out in this passage, only those whose names are
written in this book are part of the population of Heaven. In
other words, not everyone is going to Heaven. Despite what
popular culture wants us to believe, the idea that everyone
automatically goes to Heaven in the end is not in Scripture.
No, God clearly shows us in His Word that we must make a
reservation in advance if we want to be with God for eterni-

ty.

Make Your Reservation in Advance (1 John 5:13)

If you wait until the last minute to book a vacation, there
is a good chance that all the flights to your destination will
be already overbooked. Although you might get a room in a
hotel, you would be much wiser to make a reservation in ad-
vance. The same is true about Heaven. Have you confirmed
your reservation? [ am asking because all the rooms in Heav-
en must be reserved in advance. How do you do that? Very
simple. The Bible says you must confess Jesus as Lord and
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believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead in
order to be saved (Romans 10:9-10).

The good news about your reservation in Heaven is that
it can never be canceled! Once your name is written in Heav-
en’s book, it can never be erased. In his first epistle John
wrote, “These things I have written to you who believe in
the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you
have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). I have heard people say many
untrue things about Heaven over the years, but one of the
most perplexing has to do with the confirmation process of
making your reservation in Heaven. “Well, nobody can know
for certain that you're going to Heaven when you die,” some
propose. Wrong. Or sometimes someone will say, “You'll just
have to wait until you die to see if you were good enough to
go to Heaven.” Not true. John was saying in this verse that
we can know for certain our salvation.

Some of the sweetest people I know, people whom I be-
lieve have been Christians for most of their lives, have told
me they wake up in the night wondering if in the end God
will not let them into Heaven because of something they
have done or not done. That is not grace (Ephesians 2:8-9).
That is still trying to earn it. That kind of thinking has a lot
more to do with false religions than the Gospel of grace that
Jesus taught. If you are a Christian and you struggle with
assurance that you are saved and going to Heaven when you
die, something is wrong. Either you are not grounded in the
truth about salvation, or you have become a victim of the

devil’s lies. One of Satan’s lies is to keep people from being
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saved by convincing them that salvation has to be earned.

If he cannot do that, his other great lie is to convince saved

people they must work to keep it, or they will lose it. I call

that the lie of legalism compared to the Gospel of grace.

Application

Meditate on the image John gives of God and Jesus
illuminating Heaven itself. What would that look like?
Describe to another person how to make a reserva-
tion in Heaven—based on what you have learned in
this lesson.

Make a list of 1-3 people whom you suspect do not
have a personal relationship with Jesus. Pray daily for
an opportunity to share the Good News with them.
Write a one-sentence answer to this question: “How
do you know for sure you're going to Heaven when
you die?” Base your answer on what you have learned
in Scripture.

Every pastor knows that some of the people who come

to church every Sunday are there relying much more on

themselves to get to Heaven than they are relying on grace.

They are hoping God counts attendance when they walk in

the church doors. They desperately want their good deeds

to outweigh their bad so they can have a shot at Heaven one

day, as we discussed in an earlier lesson.
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If you have placed your eternal trust in Jesus, and your
answer is still “I don’t know” when someone asks you where
you will go after you die, then I have good news for you. God
wants you to move to a place of confidence and assurance—
not confidence or assurance in yourself, but in God’s Word.
This is what 1 John 5:13 is all about. Let go of doubt and
stand on the rock-solid Word of God and come to full assur-
ance of your salvation. Then you can say by faith, “I will be
with Jesus in Heaven.”

Why is this assurance so important? Because if you are
never sure you are saved, how are you going to witness to
others? How will you tell others how to get to Heaven if you
are not sure yourself? Doubt will leave you immobilized
and ineffective in your faith—which is exactly where Satan
wants you.

When you make a travel reservation, you usually receive a
confirmation number. I always copy the confirmation num-
ber into my phone; it is my assurance that [ have made the
reservation. In the same way, you can have absolute assur-
ance (confirmation) that you will be making the trip to Heav-
en when you die. The confirmation code is—are you writing
this down?—JN316. JN316 stands for a verse in Scripture,
John 3:16, that has been called a summary of the entire Bi-
ble in just a few words. It is a personal promise to you, so you
can add your name in the place where it says, “the world.”
The confirmation of our salvation is not based on our ability
to keep all the commands of God; it is based on God’s ability
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to keep us. It is one thing to be saved. But it is better to be
saved and know you are saved.

An Alternative Destination

On the other hand, the Bible suggests there are some people
who expect to have a reservation in Heaven, but they will be
very disappointed to discover their name is not recorded in
Heaven’s reservation book. In Matthew 7:21-23, Jesus de-
scribed this very scene regarding obviously religious people
who performed religious acts. But the one thing they missed
was a personal relationship with Jesus. He said He never
“knew” these people. Christianity is not a religion; it is hav-
ing a personal relationship with Jesus. Do you know Him?

An alternative eternal destination is described in Scrip-
ture—hell. It stands in sharp contrast to the beautiful pic-
ture painted in Revelation 21. It is not my favorite subject
and [ take no delight in thinking people will be there. But the
Bible makes it clear that not everyone will be in Heaven. In
Revelation 20, we read about a final judgment of those who
rejected God’s free gift of eternal life. Revelation 20:15 says,
“And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

Hell exists, but it was never intended for human habita-
tion. God is so kind and loving that He does not want anyone
to end up there (2 Peter 3:9). God wants everyone to repent
of sin and come to Him for salvation. There are people who
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say, “I can’t believe a loving God would send anyone to hell—
especially those who have never heard the Gospel” (Romans
1:20-21). It is very important to realize that God does not
send anyone to hell. That is what free will is all about. God
will not stop people from choosing hell over Heaven. They
choose hell by their own free will by refusing to accept God’s
free gift of eternal life (Romans 6:23). In order for a per-
son to spend eternity in hell, they must reject the love God
demonstrated on the cross.

Implications and Actions

A reservation book exists in Heaven called the Lamb’s book
of life. Is your name written there? If so, then rejoice and live
every day for Him until He takes you home to Heaven. If not,
then make it the one purpose of your life to turn from your
sins and place your faith in Christ—who loves you more than
you can imagine and went to the cross because He could not

bear to be apart from you.

Questions

1. Do you know for certain you will go to Heaven when

you die? Explain.
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Why is assurance of salvation so important to your
daily walk with Christ?

Why do some people believe everyone will go to Heav-
en in the end?

What does it mean to you to have a personal relation-
ship with Jesus?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Philippians 3:20-21 Philippians 1:21-24

lesson d

Living 1n a Far
Better Place

MAIN IDEA
Heaven is made for believers—and believers are made for
Heaven. Being homesick for our eternal home, therefore, is a
natural part of our existence on Earth while we wait—and we
should be busy sharing the way to Heaven with others.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What should occupy my time while I wait to join Jesus in
Heaven one day?

STUDY AIM
To understand that God designed us to be in Heaven with Him
for eternity—but until then, we can share the way to Heaven
with others

QUICK READ
Heaven is not just some add-on at the end of an already full
life. If you understand what Heaven really is, you will know it
is the one special place you were designed to live for eternity.
Tell others the way to go to Heaven in the meantime.
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Introduction

To be with God forever in Heaven is the ultimate destina-
tion—that is why it is called Paradise. Heaven was made for
believers—and believers are made for Heaven. In the mean-
time, we must follow God here on earth and obey Him. Being
homesick for our eternal home, therefore, is a natural part of
our existence on Earth while we wait. And we should be busy

sharing the way to Heaven with others.

Philippians 3:20-21

20For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eager-
ly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 22 who will transform
the body of our lowly condition into conformity with His glo-
rious body, by the exertion of the power that He has even
to subject all things to Himself.

Heaven Is Home (3:20)

When I was a boy, my dad was a forester for the Internation-
al Paper Company in South Alabama. They had an office and
warehouse where they kept all their heavy equipment. But
they also kept a stable of five or six horses because there were
some parts of the woods so thick that the only way to get
through was on horseback. On some weekends Dad would
let me go out there with him to ride those horses. They were

so reluctant to be saddled and always resisted my father as
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he slipped bridles over their heads. When we rode away from
the stable, they were stubborn and had to be urged to move.
But without fail whenever we turned back toward the stable,
it was a different story. We did not have to urge them on;
they would run faster than the wind, as they instinctively
knew they were heading home—which is where they wanted
to be all along. We are the same way. Something within us
longs for our Heavenly home, no matter how good we may
have it here on earth for a time.

Many critics of Christianity dismiss our belief in a won-
derful afterlife as just another fairy tale. In Snow White,
Cinderella, and Sleeping Beauty, the prince and the princess
marry and live happily ever after. “Yeah, yeah,” the critics
say. But have you ever wondered why so many fairy tales and
legends often have plots with happy endings? I believe it is
because the Bible teaches that God has “placed eternity” in
the hearts of all people (Ecclesiastes 3:11). In other words,
God has built into our human DNA an innate longing to live
happily ever after. Why else would we have this instinctive
desire to live forever? This intrinsic longing in our hearts is
just another proof that Heaven exists, and we were made for
it, as much as it was made for us.

Like many of you, when I am in a foreign country, I keep
my American passport handy. I enjoy experiencing a differ-
ent culture, different food, and even a different language.
But in the back of my mind, I know I am not “home.” I have
a sense that my real home is back in the country stamped on
the cover of my passport: the good ol’ U.S.A. That is true of
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us as well, which is why Paul wrote about our citizenship be-
ing in Heaven. The heroes of faith throughout the ages never
felt completely at home in this world either. The Bible says
the saints of old felt much like aliens and strangers while on
earth (Hebrews 11:13).

In contrast, the sad truth is that many who claim to be
Christians are desperately trying to feel at home here. They
keep up with the Joneses, buying cars and homes they can-
not afford and jockey for position in society to impress peo-
ple they do not even like. They have become so tightly tied
to this world that the thought of going to Heaven does not
really interest them anymore. A pastor once visited a class of
elementary students and he asked, “How many of you want
to go to Heaven?” All the kids except one raised their hands.
The preacher said, “Son, you don’t want to go to Heaven?” He
said, “Yes sir. I just thought you were getting up a load to go
now.”

Let’s be honest. Even those of us who desire to go to Heav-
en are not necessarily overjoyed by the idea of going right
now. We say we are excited about Heaven, but we would not
want to answer that question while hooked up to a lie detec-
tor. We have grandchildren to play with, important work that
we feel must be done, two weeks at a timeshare reserved, and
an upcoming community service banquet, not to mention
a never-ending Netflix queue. But Heaven is not just some
addon to a full life. If you understand what Heaven really is,
you will know it is the one place you were designed to live for
eternity. God designed you for a far, far better place.
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A Far Better Place (Philippians 1:21-24)

Do not just take my word for it. The Bible calls Heaven a “bet-
ter” place, compared to our existence on earth. In Hebrews
11:16 the writer described how the heroes of faith could live
during times of difficulty—because they were longing for a
“better country”—a Heavenly one.

When Paul was writing to the church in Philippi, Paul
used a triple superlative to describe the departure of our soul
and spirit to be with Jesus. He said that experience would be
“very much better” (1:23). He described his struggle between
wanting to remain on earth to help these baby churches get
off the ground. But how much better by far it would be for
Paul to be in Heaven! He is torn. “Very much better” does
not capture the emphasis of what he was saying. In fact, it
should be translated, “Much, much, much more better.” That
is not good grammar, but it is good theology. Paul was not
morbid or suicidal. He was willing to hang around gladly un-
til God called him home, but he admitted that being with
Jesus in Heaven is far superior to any experience on earth.

So, what is so much better about Heaven? I could list hun-
dreds of examples, but they would all fall under several cat-
egories that encourage us about the wonderful eternal des-
tination awaiting us. For example, Heaven features a better
government. No earthly system of government is perfect—
because they are led by imperfect people. The government
in Heaven is simple—it is a benevolent monarchy. There will
be no political debates or differences. Everyone will love and
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serve the King. No spot on earth will ever come close to the
beauty of Heaven. In earlier lessons, we see John described
Heaven as having a crystal sea and a main street of gold with
the river of life flowing down either side. In Heaven, we will
also have a better mind. The mind is where fear, anxiety,
and despair often camp out. Can you imagine having such
a clean, pure mind that you will never have a single thought
that causes you to fear, worry, or sin? That’s Heaven!

Home Sweet Home

One of the most important sections of a travel guide lists the
places where travelers can stay. The choices often range from
five-star resorts with a butler and luxury sheets, to simple
seaside cottages to rent. If you are planning your stay in
Heaven, you should be interested to know about the accom-
modations provided. Every house you live in on earth is like
a cheap run-down hotel compared to your home in Heav-
en. According to Google the largest residence in the world
is worth more than $1.4 billion. But the Father’s House in
Heaven is “very much better” than any place on planet earth.
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Heavenly Mansion

In the Bible, Jesus explained to His disciples that God was
preparing a place for them in Heaven, and He used the
imagery of a house. The King James Version of John 14:2
says of Heaven, ‘In my Father's house are many man-
sions.” That is an unfortunate translation that caused some
people to imagine we are going to be living in our own
mansion, separated from everyone else like in a Heavenly
subdivision with huge lots. Elvis even crooned about hav-
ing his very own mansion just over the hilltop. But Elvis
was mistaken. The actual word in Greek is mone, which
means ‘rooms.” One mansion, many rooms. But do not
imagine your own private room with walls and a door you
can lock, like in a hotel, since there will be no need for
locks in Heaven. The biblical concept of Heaven is sharing
an enormous house with all your other Heavenly family
members from every continent throughout the earth for
eternity.

A Far Better Body (3:21)

You may not like your “body type” now. But in Heaven you
will have a resurrection body like the body of the Lord Jesus.
So, if I see you in Heaven and you ask, “How do I look?” I'll
say, “You look glorious!” And I will be telling the truth. We
are going to be eating in Heaven, but you will never get fat.

In Heaven, the only doctor will be the Great Physician, but
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there will not be any medicine because there will be no pain,
no sickness, no death. The body you have now and the body
you will have in Heaven cannot even be compared to each
other.

The biblical teaching about resurrection is that at death,
the soul and spirit leave the body. The body is buried and
returns to the dust from which we are all formed. But at a
future date, the Bible says, the body will be raised, radically
changed, and reunited with the soul and spirit. Our existence
in Heaven will be not just a physical experience—it will be a
supra-physical experience. Today, the FAA retires airplanes
after so many years for the same reason our bodies wear out:
planes are not designed to last forever. These bodies that hurt
and wear out will be transformed into a body like Jesus had
after His resurrection (1 John 3:2). We learned in an earlier
lesson that John saw Jesus in His glorified body—and it was
a sight to behold (Revelation 1:17)!

You have probably heard accounts of “near-death experi-
ences” where people die and come back to life. It is thrilling
to think about some of the glorious things they describe, but
many times their accounts do not align with biblical truth.
Also, these people will eventually die one day. The distinction
I am making is that none were resurrected; they were all re-
suscitated. Only one Man has ever died and been resurrected,
never to die again—that’s Jesus. He died, but He rose from
the dead and He is alive forevermore. This is why He—and
His Word, the Bible—remain the reigning expert authority

on Heaven, our Heavenly bodies, etc. There is nothing wrong
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with reading books about people who claimed to have visited
Heaven. However, we should take note where some of the
details they describe conflict with biblical truth. We should
not let their stories guide our beliefs about Heaven. The only

book that gives us an accurate portrayal of Heaven is God’s
Book—the Bible.

Application

» Make a list of questions you have about Heaven.

» Note what have you learned about Heaven in this
study that helps answer those questions.

» Practice giving a non-believer “directions” to Heaven.

e Look for opportunities to share your faith with one
other person this week.

Until We Reach Home

Skeptics often criticize believers because they claim we are
so obsessed with what our home in Heaven will be like that
we miss out on enjoying life in the here and now. They think
all Christians talk about is “pie in the sky, by and by.” I dis-
agree. The Christian life is so much more than just going to
Heaven when you die. It is not just “pie in the sky, by and by.”
It is also “steak on your plate while you wait.”

I would be a Christian even if we did not go to Heaven

when we die because it makes life make sense (not to men-
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tion more pleasant) here on earth. Following Christ means
we treat others with kindness and compassion. We forgive
other people. We give generously to those in need. We live
purposefully. And we share our faith with others. In this
world, we should let the sense that we are not from around
here spur us to tell others—especially the skeptics—how to
arrive safely at their true home, Heaven. We are not in the
world just to enjoy the sights and sounds of earth until it is
our time to go home. Our King has put us here to give people
directions about how to get to Heaven. We do not need to
use a mapping app to share with them how to get to Heav-

en—we have something more certain and sure, and that is
the Word of God.

Implications and Actions

Whenever you plan a trip to visit a new city or even a new
country, it is best to have an insider—a local resident—guide
you as you plan your trip. When it comes to Heaven, I am
not the insider. Jesus is. He resides in Heaven, so we should
spend time learning the ample information provided for us
in His Word to learn about His Home Country, the best place
ever. Are you ready for Heaven? You can be—and you can tell

others how to be ready too.
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Questions

1. How is Heaven better than earth? Base your answers

on what you learned in this lesson.

2. What do you most look forward to about living in
your new heavenly body?

3. How does it make you feel to know that God has pre-

pared a place just for you in Heaven?

4. How does thinking of being in Heaven one day en-
courage you when you go through difficulty here on
earth?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Luke 20:35-36 Psalm 103:20

lesson Q

What Do
Angels Do?

MAIN IDEA
We do not become angels after we die—angels are unique
Heavenly creations with a specific purpose and role.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Why did God create angels in addition to humans?

STUDY AIM
To understand the difference between God’s creation—angels
and humans

QUICK READ
Angels are not superhumans. And humans are not angels.
While part of the holy angels’ job description is to carry out
God’s wrath in specific scenarios, we also find many stories
in the Bible of angels bringing good news and helping deliver
God’s people.
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Introduction

This lesson begins a series on what I term Heaven’s Hosts.
The term “heavenly host” appears many times in the King
James Version and means “angel armies.” The idea that a
person becomes one of God’s heavenly angels after they die
is so pervasive in our culture. Even Christians often make
the mistake of suggesting this in order to comfort someone
who loses a loved one. It is well-meaning, but this idea is not
rooted in Scripture. In fact, the Bible reveals several distinc-
tions between humans and angels. We do not become angels
after we die—angels are unique Heavenly creations with a
specific purpose and role.

Luke 20:35-36

% but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age
and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are
given in marriage; * for they cannot even die anymore, for
they are like angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the
resurrection.

Loved Ones Are Not Earning Their Wings

I love the Christmas movie It’s a Wonderful Life starring Jim-
my Stewart. In it, God summons an angel named Clarence
to go to earth and help out George Bailey—a good man who

is depressed and in trouble. Clarence is a man who died in
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the 1800s, but he has not yet “earned his wings.” Clarence
eventually succeeds in getting George to consider that his
life is worth living. At the end of the movie as George Bailey
is standing by the Christmas tree, a bell on the tree rings.
His little daughter Zuzu says the oft-quoted line, “Teacher
says, Every time a bell rings, an angel gets its wings.” Jim-
my Stewart smiles and says, “That’s right. Attaboy, Clar-
ence!” That makes for a great movie, and believe me, I cry
nearly every time I see it. But the script distorts what the
Bible says happens to a person when they die. We get a lot of
our misconceptions about angels from Hollywood and not
nearly enough of what we believe from the Bible.

The most popular misconception is that when a person
dies, he or she becomes an angel like Clarence. Contrary to
what so many people believe—even Christians—that just is
not true. In order to learn the truth about angels, we must
open our hearts to believe only what God’s Word says, not
what we read or hear in the secular media. Nor can we always
believe what an individual says happened to him or her con-
cerning an angel encounter unless the experience coincides
with God’s Word. The Bible helps us separate the fantasy
from the facts about angels. So, let’s examine some of the
more popular fantasies about angels and compare and con-
trast them to biblical facts—starting with our dear “angel”
friend Clarence.
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Not Angels After We Die (20:35-36)

Jesus clearly addressed this topic in Luke 20 when He an-
swered a question about who would be married in Heaven.
He used it as a teachable moment to explain what life would
be like in Heaven. When Christians die, He explained, we do
not become angels; we become something much greater. We
are God’s children. Jesus did not say we would be angels. He
said we would be like the angels.

Many grieving parents mistakenly think that an infant
who dies becomes a little angel. If you are a parent who has
experienced this heartbreaking tragedy, I hope you will be
comforted to know that God has something even more ex-
traordinary in store for your baby. Your child’s Heavenly ex-
istence is much, much more wonderful than becoming an
angel. He or she is God’s special child and very dear to His
heart.

The fantasy is that angels are human beings who have
died. The biblical fact is that angels are spiritual beings cre-
ated by God. Where did we get the notion that angels are
human beings? Again, folk tales, popular fiction, and movies
have promoted the idea until it has become almost universal-
ly accepted as truth. Sometimes, even well-meaning Chris-
tians will say something that reflects this fantasy. When a
loved one dies, someone may attempt to comfort the family
by saying, “Well, God has another angel,” or something to
that effect. We know they mean their loved one is in Heaven,
but God does not really have another angel in that person. If
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the deceased was a Christian, God has another saint who has
died and gone to Heaven. The idea of loved ones dying and
becoming angels simply is not taught in Scripture. Still, you
may have read so-called “angel stories” that promote this
fantasy. For example, a person might say, “I had an encoun-
ter with an angel who turned out to be my Aunt Gertrude
who passed away twelve years ago.” Not a single verse in the
Bible even suggests a person can become an angel after he or
she dies.

Marriage in Heaven

[ am often asked, “Will we be married in Heaven?" What
about a person who has been married several times? Who
will be his or her mate? This is a question that's at least
2,000 years old. The enemies of Jesus asked Him a crook-
ed question about marriage in Heaven and Jesus gave a
straight answer. In this context, He points out that angels
do not get married to teach us at least two things. One,
there will be no new marriages in Heaven. But He did not
mean that the institution of marriage would be dissolved.
Second, we will be married to Jesus in Heaven because
the Bible teaches that the Church is the Bride of Christ.
Earth is a school to prepare us for Heaven. The human re-
lationship of marriage is for our enjoyment, but ultimately
its purpose is to teach us about the love relationship be-
tween Christ and His Church.
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Like the Angels (20:36)

So why did Jesus say in this passage that we will be “like”
the angels? One way we are like the angels has nothing to do
with us—it has to do with the angels who, more often than
not, appear in human form throughout the Bible. In many
angel encounters in the Old Testament, angels are mistaken
for men. For example, when Abraham encountered three an-
gels one day outside Sodom and Gomorrah, they appeared
as three strangers. He actually mistook them for men and
offered them a meal, according to Middle Eastern hospital-
ity rules (Genesis 18:2). There are many other examples in
the Bible where angels are mistaken for men because of their
seemingly “normal” outward appearance. Hebrews 13:2 even
contends that many of us have entertained angels unaware
when we extend hospitality to strangers. When Manoah,
who was the father-to-be of Samson, encountered an angel,
he thought it was merely a man. He did not realize until lat-
er that it was an angel (Judges 13:21). By the way, Scripture
also never mentions a female angel!

We are also “like” angels in the respect that angels do not
die, according to Scripture. After Jesus addresses the mar-
riage issue in Heaven in Luke 20:35-36, He continues His
focus on what Heaven will be like by specifically noting that
neither believers nor angels die. Wait a minute—how can
that be? Everyone dies, right? Except for the generation of
Christians who are still alive when Jesus returns, we know
that we will all die because we are human and then we will

110



Lesson 9: What Do Angels Do?

face judgment (Hebrews 9:27). What Jesus was saying is
that once a Christian has physically died, he or she will not
ever die again. A nonbeliever will suffer the “second death,”
according to Revelation 20:14, which is a spiritual death—
eternal separation from God. Christians are exempt from
spiritual death because of Jesus.

Search the Scriptures to discover the death of an angel.
It is not there. Physical death in a person results from sick-
ness, injury, or simply old age. The Bible never speaks of an
angel getting sick or injured. There are no “baby angels” or
“geriatric angels.” Jesus was teaching that angels never age
or die—they are eternal spiritual beings. It is wonderful to
realize that one day in Heaven we will be like the angels in
this respect.

Angels Are Uniquely Different From Human Cre-
ation (Psalm 103:20)

Angels are not human beings who have died but unique spir-
itual beings created by God. What do angels look like? An-
other common fantasy in our culture is that angels appear as
chubby babies with wings—a myth conceived in the fertile
minds of centuries of creative artists and storytellers. An-
gels are frequently depicted in paintings, books, and films as
cupid-like, wing-bearing babies who shoot romantic arrows
into the hearts of lovers. However, that is not so in the Bible.
Remember, in the Bible, angels most often take the form of
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ordinary men. Although a handful of angels are specifically
mentioned by name in the Bible, I refer to the broad cate-
gory of angels as “God’s holy angels.” The Bible never por-
trays this larger group of angels as having wings. However, a
unique category of angels called seraphim and cherubim do,
in fact, have wings and they are described in Revelation and
Isaiah 6.

Application

e Make a list of popular art, movies, books, etc. that fea-
ture angels.

» What are some misconceptions you have heard from
these sources about angels?

e List some of the misconceptions you personally have
about angels and humans that are not based on God's
Word.

o Make it stick—talk with another believer this week
about what you are learning about God's Word and
angels.

In the majority of Scripture, we read of angels simply ap-
pearing as mortals. The only clues that give them away as
angels is by their purpose and role, which we will study more
closely throughout these lessons. One way they differ from
humans is the divine message they deliver (Acts 1:10). Like-
wise, they differ from us because they are often described
as having faces or clothes that shine (Matthew 28:3). This
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brightness seems to be representative of their holy charac-
ter. According to the Bible, for example, the angel outside Je-
sus’ tomb donned clothes as white as snow, whiter than any
modern detergent could ever get them. On the basis of God’s
Word, we can conclude that the angels are immortal spiritual
beings created by God and uniquely different from humans.
Free your mind from the fantasy that they are loved ones
who died and are trying to “earn” their wings or that they are
chubby babies flying around Heaven.

Psalm 103:20 summarizes the special and vital role angels
play in Scripture—obedient spiritual servant-warriors who
do God’s bidding. This verse reflects their mighty strength as
warriors—far beyond any human ability. In Scripture, angels
never appear as sweet little creatures who cuddle and coo. Like
this psalm, they are often described as God’s army of mighty,
fearless warriors wielding swords. In fact, the first mention
of angels in the Bible is in a military context (Genesis 3). God
placed the cherubim (remember, the winged category of an-
gel), each with a flaming sword, at the entrance of the Garden
of Eden to prevent Adam and Eve from returning once they
had sinned. It was the first known occasion of angelic guard
duty. Consider also that on the eve of the Israelite army’s bat-
tle against Jericho, Joshua came upon a man “with his sword
drawn in his hand” (Joshua 5:13). Joshua did not immediate-
ly recognize him as an angel, so he asked the stranger, “Are
you for us or for our enemies?” In other words, “Whose side
are you on?” The angel-warrior wisely replied, “Neither.” Here

we have another reminder in the angel’s blunt answer that
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angelic beings are altogether unlike human beings. They are
creatures from another world and do not have an interest in
taking sides in human scenarios. God’s holy angels serve only
one high commander, God Almighty.

Implications and Actions

Make it your aim to base your understanding on Scripture
only. Do not be swayed by modern culture, movies, and
books in order to get your spiritual information. Go to God’s
Word, study it, and share the truth of Scripture with others
who need to understand exactly what the Bible does (and
does not) teach about God’s holy angels.

Questions

1. What is an angel, according to the Bible?

2. How are they like humans? How do they differ?

3. How can you interject God’s truth about angels this

week into a conversation, a social media post, etc.?

4. What is the most surprising truth you learned about
angels in this lesson?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Psalm 91:9-12 Matthew 18:10

lesson QO

How Angels
Help Us

MAIN IDEA
Angels obey whatever God tells them to do. They are always
listening for a directive from their Commander in Chief, Je-
sus Christ, which often involves ministering to God’s people.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How do angels help us when we need them the most?

STUDY AIM
To understand the multi-faceted ways angels help us, protect
us, and guide us

QUICK READ
Many people would say they believe there are angels; they
may even appreciate their existence. They just do not know
why they exist and what purpose they serve. Why did God
create a special company of heavenly beings to help us here on
Earth? We just cannot fully appreciate these beings until we
recognize their specific purpose.
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Introduction

Many people would say they believe there are angels; they
may even appreciate their existence. They just do not know
why they exist and what purpose they serve. They may see
signs of heaven on earth—but why? Why did God create a
special company of heavenly beings? We just cannot fully
appreciate these beings until we recognize that they have a
specific purpose and define what that purpose is. What do
angels do? Angels obey whatever God tells them to do. They
are always listening for a directive from their Commander
in Chief, Jesus Christ, which often involves ministering to
God’s people.

Psalm 91:9-12

® For you have made the Lorp, my refuge, The Most
High, your dwelling place. ° No evil will happen to you, Nor
will any plague come near your tent.

1 For He will give His angels orders concerning you, To
protect you in all your ways. 2 On their hands they will lift
you up, So that you do not strike your foot against a stone.

Angels All Around (91:9-10)

One longtime resident of a mountain resort recalls mak-
ing her way into town after a heavy snowfall with her chil-
dren and father. They were slowly driving down the street
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from the cabin, using snow chains to plow through the thick
snow. As they neared an intersection at the top of a steep
hill, the car hit a patch of ice. She gripped the steering wheel
and pumped the brakes to no avail. Thankfully, her father
spoke up just in time with an idea before they fell into a ra-
vine. “Put the car in reverse,” he said in a calm voice. She did
so, and immediately the car came to a halt, teetering near
the edge of the ravine. “How did you know to do that?” she
asked her dad, still shaking with adrenaline. “Do what?” her
father said. Perplexed, she said, “Dad, you told me to put
the car in reverse—how did you know that would work?” “I
didn’t say anything,” her father insisted. “I was just as scared
as you were.” But the woman had heard a voice, clear and
commanding, instructing her what to do. To this day, she
believes an angel came to their rescue.

Many people envision Heaven as a place where angels just
sort of float around on clouds, singing hymns and strum-
ming harps all day. While we are tempted to envision angels
as sweet, docile beings, the Bible describes angels as mighty
warriors of God, poised at the ramparts of Heaven to do His
bidding, and protect His children. When we recognize that
angels comprise a great army for God, we begin to notice
many references in the Bible to their strength, such as is re-
flected in Psalm 91. In this passage, we see angels exceling
in strength to protect God’s people from evil and obey what-
ever God tells them to do. They are always listening for a di-
rective from their Commander in Chief, Jesus Christ. Part of
the holy angels’ job description is to carry out God’s wrath
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against evil in specific scenarios, while at the same time pro-
tecting God’s people from harm.

For example, in Genesis 19 two angels came to the city
of Sodom, a highly immoral city, to visit Lot and pronounce
judgment on Sodom. The angels’ message to Lot revealed
their amazing strength, for it would take only two of them to
take down an entire city (Genesis 19:13). In Psalm 91, God
provides a “refuge” and “dwelling place” amid evil, which is
exactly what happened when the angels offered to lead Lot’s
family out of danger. “Hurry!” the angels urged, even grasp-
ing his hand and the hands of his wife and two daughters to
lead them safely out of the doomed city (Genesis 19:15-16).

Likewise, in preparation for the final disastrous plague
against Egypt, God gave Moses specific instructions. Every
Hebrew family should sacrifice a lamb without defect and
sprinkle the blood on the doorframe. Any families not fol-
lowing these instructions would suffer the death of their
firstborn—Dboth children and animals (Exodus 12:12). How-
ever, every house duly covered with the blood of the sacrifice
would be spared. Once again, we see a loving God offering a
way to escape judgment that involved an angel. In 1 Corin-
thians 10:10, this angel is called “the destroying angel,” be-
cause he would carry out God’s order. Under the darkness
of night, the angel moved throughout the nation of Egypt,
“passing over” the Hebrew homes protected by the blood.
This is the origin of the Jewish celebration, Passover—a
traditional meal commemorating Israel’s deliverance from
Egypt. The angel’s role in protecting God’s people is depicted
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in the psalmist’s reference to a terrible plague overlooking
them (91:10-11).

It is somewhat scary to think about the destructive power
of angels, but the good news is that for God’s children, they
serve as an army of deliverance. Angels are on the frontlines
of spiritual warfare, and they are fighting on our behalf. They
encourage us and enable us to be victorious. The ministry of
angels is continually occurring, although we are not always
aware of what is happening. What we think are ordinary co-

incidences are oftentimes the result of the ministry of angels.

Angels

How many angels are there in existence? Only God knows
the exact number. We are not privy to that information, but
we believe there is a set number. In Revelation 5:11, John
records seeing and hearing a host of angels numbering
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten
thousand. That is an overwhelming number of angels—
one hundred million to be exact. However, even this is
not a definitive number because it is a term often used to
describe something “beyond number.” Interestingly, only
three angels are named—Michael, Gabriel, and Lucifer, the
fallen angel. All the angels have names, but the Bible does
not specify the names of any except these three. In Scrip-
ture, "Michael” is the archangel and “Gabriel” is a special
messenger angel. Many people do not realize that “Lucifer”
is a fallen angel because he is referred to most commonly
as the devil.
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An Army of Deliverance (91:11-12)

In answer to the question, “Are we really alone?” we have this
story tucked away in the book of 2 Kings chapter 6. When
the prophet Elisha and his servant faced off with an ene-
my fighting force, they must have felt dreadfully alone and
entirely abandoned. But were they really alone? When they
looked again, the whole mountainside was full of horses and
chariots of flaming fire surrounding Elisha and his servant
(2 Kings 6:15-17)! The psalmist in Psalm 91 describes an an-
gelic army of angels guarding and protecting their charge.
Likewise, in Exodus 23:20, God told Moses an angel would
go ahead of him to guard and guide him as he made his way
to the Promised Land. That is also the picture in Psalm 91 of
the protective role of angels. I have received many stories of
angel encounters, and the majority of them deal with God’s
supernatural protection. Most of the accounts are of events
that occurred when people were driving. However, angels
also deliver us from temptation, according to the Bible—not
just physical danger like a car wreck.

Jesus’ earthly ministry is bracketed by two times of in-
tense temptation. The Bible makes note of the fact that each
time, angels came and helped Him. For example, after the
devil tempted Jesus three times in the wilderness (Matthew
4), the King James Bible says angels came to Jesus and “min-
istered unto him.” The word “ministered” or “attended to” is
the Greek word diakoneo, from which we get our word dea-
con—a leader whose role is to minister and to care for others
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in the church. It could mean the angels fed Him a meal, as
with Elijah (1 Kings 19:5-8), after His fast.

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was tempted not to
carry through with the cross. The Bible says He faced that
temptation, overcame it, and committed Himself to the
cross—despite being in such mental, emotional, and spiritu-
al anguish that His sweat appeared as drops of blood on the
ground. At that moment of great resolve, Scripture says an
angel came and ministered to Him (Luke 22:43). Can angels
minister to us in a similar way they did to Jesus? Certainly,
they can. The angels do not know what it is like to experience
human temptation, but they know we do. And they are there
to minister to us when we undergo it.

The deliverance described in Psalm 91 sounds physical in
nature—guarding and bearing us up with angelic hands. In
contrast, the Holy Spirit attends to us spiritually inside our
hearts, while God seems to give angels the unique authority
to minister to us physically. Remember the example of Eli-
jah’s encounter in 1 Kings 197 Elijah felt the same way many
of us feel sometimes—physically exhausted, emotionally
drained, and spiritually depleted. God sent an angel to min-
ister to Elijah’s physical needs. The prophet went to sleep,
and the angel came and poked Elijah in the ribs and encour-
aged him to eat and regain his strength. What did he eat?
Angel food cake, of course!
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Guardian Angels in the Bible? (Matthew 18:10)

Is there such a thing as a guardian angel? Many people speak
of having a guardian angel, and some churches teach that
individuals have one with them from birth until death, never
leaving them. Some churches even teach people to pray regu-
larly to their guardian angels.

What do the Scriptures say on this subject? Nothing! It is
not taught anywhere in the Bible, nor is the phrase “guard-
ian angel” even mentioned. The closest thing to it is in Mat-
thew 18:10, where Jesus is speaking about little children,
“See that you do not look down on one of these little ones;
for I say to you that their angels in heaven continually see
the face of My Father who is in heaven.” Many people have
greatly misunderstood this verse and taken it as proof that
there is a “guardian angel” assigned to every child, and per-
haps to every Christian, regardless of age.

Jesus taught that children have angels who are inter-
ested in their care. However, if we try to find Scripture to
substantiate the teaching that one angel accompanies us all
our lives, we will be disappointed. I do not believe in a sin-
gular guardian angel, but I do believe in the reality of many
guardian angels—which is far better. God sends the host of
His angels to guard us and to keep us from hurting ourselves
at times. In fact, this multitude of angels forms an impene-
trable barrier of protection. The Bible uses the picture of a
hedge of protection (Job 1:8-10) to describe God’s watchful
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care for us. Again, it is the same imagery of Psalm 91 and
God’s angelic care.

Application

e Describe a time when you or a loved one suspect you
may have been protected or guided by an angel.

e Summarize in a sentence or two what the Bible teach-
es about guardian angels.

» Name five people to put on your prayer list to have
God’s angelic hedge of protection.

e Write out your prayer using the imagery from Psalm
oL

Did you know you can pray for a hedge of protection
around those you love? We do not pray to angels, but we
do pray for God to dispatch angels to protect us, to protect
our loved ones, and to deliver us. Parents and grandparents
should pray for a hedge of protection around their children
and grandchildren. Friends should pray for friends, and fam-
ilies for other families. It is wonderful to be protected super-
naturally and to be delivered, but in God’s mysterious plan,
sometimes it is even better for Christians to go and be with
Jesus. Paul said, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is
gain” (Philippians 1:21). On some occasions, the angels are
present with our loved one, but God’s will for these angels is

to carry that person’s soul and spirit into Heaven. Another
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of the angels’ primary roles is to peacefully preside at our
deaths, which we will study in a later lesson.

Implications and Actions

Angels really do exist, but most people choose to embrace
fantasies about them. Maybe you have never really appreci-
ated their existence or accepted their help because you have
yet to believe what the Bible says about them. Your first task
is to continue seeking what the Bible says about angels. Once
you have opened your mind to the Bible-based truth about
angels, God can more easily open your eyes to see the min-
istry of angels around you. People are curious about angels
and spiritual matters. As you learn God’s Word, you will be
able to share God’s truth with others.

Questions

1. How would you describe angelic protection in your

own words?

2. What is your favorite story from the Bible about an-
gels?
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How does knowing that angels can attend to you in
times of temptation encourage you to stand strong?

In what ways is God speaking to you and teaching you
about the ministry of angels? Explain.
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Luke 1:26-30 Acts 12:1-11

lesson Ql

The Message
of Angels

MAIN IDEA
Angels remind us to abandon our fears, along with an admo-
nition to take action and trust God.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Can God use an angel to encourage me?

STUDY AIM
To understand there are some messages so important that
God chooses angels to make His point to His children

QUICK READ
Behind our everyday lives is a backdrop of spiritual warfare—
supernatural battles between good and evil, angels and de-
mons. Angels may be recruited to deliver messages of encour-
agement to us in the midst of battle.
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Introduction

We have examined some of the overt ways angels can protect
us and provide for our needs. Now we turn to the everyday
ministry of angels: to deliver God’s messages. Their most
common message they deliver is, “Do not be afraid”—as
seen in two stories involving the circumstances surrounding
the birth of Jesus and also Peter’s deliverance from prison.
Angels remind us to abandon our fears, along with an admo-
nition to take action and trust God.

Luke 1:26-30

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from
God to a city in Galilee named Nazareth, ?to a virgin betrothed
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of Da-
vid; and the virgin's name was Mary. 2 And coming in, he said
to her, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 2° But
she was very perplexed at this statement, and was pondering
what kind of greeting this was. *° And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.

Angels Have Something to Say (Acts 12:1-11)

I have no trouble going to sleep. I usually sleep soundly
throughout the night and wake up very refreshed. But, like
most of you, there are times when [ wake up suddenly in the
middle of the night. For years, I did not know how to account
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for it. But one night I awakened suddenly without apparent
cause and responded, “I am awake now, God. Did you send
an angel to wake me, to tell me to pray for somebody?” That
night, and almost every time since then, God lays someone
on my heart for whom I should pray, and many times [ learn
later how much they needed prayer at that moment.

In Acts 12, Peter was awakened from sleep in a similar an-
gelic manner. Did you know that the second most common
message angels give in the Bible is to “wake up”? As you read
the Bible, you will be amazed at how many times God sends
an angel to wake somebody up. Elijah, for instance, was asleep
when the angel came to him and said, “Wake up and eat” (1
Kings 19:5,7 GNT). Zechariah saw an angel in a dream. So
did Joseph, who was the stepfather of the Lord Jesus Christ.
For some reason, angels frequently appear at night. I have
received letters in which people have written about falling
asleep while driving and narrowly escaping accidents. They
recount that a voice suddenly woke them in time to avoid a
collision with the urgent message, “Wake up! Wake up!”

We find a good example of this celestial “wake-up” call
in Acts 12, regarding Peter’s arrest and imprisonment for
preaching the gospel. Across town, believers were praying
for Peter to be delivered, and the angels came in response
to their prayers. The night before Herod was to bring him to
trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with
two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. Sud-
denly an angel of the Lord appeared, and a light shone in the
cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up (12:6-7).
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The angel told him to get dressed and follow him, and Peter
did so. Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no
idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he
thought he was seeing a vision. They passed the first and sec-
ond guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It
opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When
they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel
left him (12:8-10).

Peter’s wake-up call came just in time, on the eve of his
execution. While Herod had planned to squelch the spread
of the Christian message through the underhanded arrests
and murders of its high-profile supporters, God had anoth-
er plan in mind. With the stealth of a special forces opera-
tive, stealing Peter away right under Herod’s nose, and car-
rying him to safety and the waiting arms of a gathering of
believers we see huddled in prayer for Peter’s return (12:5).
This passage seems to indicate a direct correlation between
the activity of angels and the prayers of God’s people. May I
suggest to those who wake up suddenly in the middle of the
night not to be frustrated or waste that sleepless time wor-
rying or afraid? Instead, I challenge you to pray. Consider it a
divine appointment between you and the Lord.

The rest of the story concerning Peter’s miraculous es-
cape from prison teaches us one more principle about the re-
lationship between angelic activity and the prayers of God’s
people—the importance of expecting God to act. The believ-
ers who gathered to pray for Peter’s safety fervently expect-
ed God to come through for him. After the angel left him
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on the street, bewildered but free, Peter finally realized what
had happened—God had sent an angel! (12:11). If we have
closed our mind to the presence of angels and the God-or-
dained spiritual dimension of our lives, it does not render
those things any less real. It simply makes us unaware of
what is really happening all around us—and we miss oppor-
tunities to see God at work. If we doubt, we will receive an

answer to prayer, chances are we will not.

Angels—God’'s Messengers

The Greek word for angel (angelos) means “messenger.”
The same word angelos is sometimes used in Scripture
to describe a human messenger. For example, in Revela-
tion, the writer addresses “the angel of the church at...”
and then names various ancient church locations such
as Sardis or Ephesus. What does that mean? That specif-
ic reference is not to a spiritual being but to the human
messenger (pastor) of that church. The Hebrew word for
“angel” is malachi (similar to the prophet named Malachi),
which also means "messenger.” The angels’ role is primar-
ily that of messenger, and there are many examples in the
Bible where angels function as God's "messenger boys.”
What message do these divine deliverymen carry from the
throne room of Heaven to earth? Any message Gods gives
them! Like a faithful postal employee, they merely deliver
the message to the correct address and its intended recip-
lent—rain, snow, or sleet; they are not responsible for the
content of the message.
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Angels and Jesus’ Birth (1:26-30)

As we study Scripture, we find that angels have an interest-
ing ministry in announcing the birth of babies. In fact, the
first time we encounter angels interacting with humans in
the Bible is in the Book of Genesis when an angel appeared
to Abram and Sarai’s maidservant Hagar with an important
message about the baby she was carrying. Another group of
angels appeared soon afterward to Abram and Sarai to an-
nounce the imminent birth of a son of their own. In the Old
Testament, an angel also appeared to Manoah, the father of
Samson, and told him and his wife they would be parents of
a son (Judges 13:3). This angel even prescribed a special diet
for the mother of Samson to eat during her pregnancy. In the
New Testament, an angel appeared to Zechariah, the father
of John the Baptist, to announce the birth of that child and
rendered him mute when he doubted the angel’s message. Of
course, the most celebrated birth of all came accompanied by
many angels—the birth of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Angels
touched Jesus’ life from that first moment throughout the
duration of His time on earth.

However, the first place we see angels operating in the
life of Jesus was many months prior when they announced
the divine components of His birth. The virgin birth of Jesus
Christ is not some incidental doctrine of our faith; it is abso-
lutely essential to the deity of Jesus Christ. And an angel was
there to certify it happened exactly the way God designed.
An angel came to Joseph in a dream to change Joseph’s mind
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about his plan to quietly put away the pregnant Mary be-
cause, the angel told him, this baby was no ordinary baby
(Matthew 1:18-25). And the angel Gabriel appeared to the
virgin Mary and predicted that she would give birth to God’s
Son, the Messiah (1:26). Mary was startled and perplexed,
and the angel told her not to be afraid (1:30).

The most common message angels give to all of us is, “Do
not be afraid” or “Fear not.” For example, when angels ap-
peared to Zechariah (Luke 1:13), to Mary (Luke 1:30), and to
the shepherds on that first Christmas morning (Luke 2:10),
their message was the same: “Do not be afraid.” When the
angel appeared at the tomb of the Lord Jesus Christ and the
women were shaking with fear, he said the same—do not fear
(Mark 16:6). Most of us would need the same reassurance if
we suddenly encountered an angelic being with a dazzling
appearance. We would be stunned, speechless, knees-knock-
ing afraid! No wonder the first thing angels usually do when
they appear to people is to calm their fears.

Mary needed that encouragement, and we also see angels
delivering this same message of courage in the Book of Acts
when Paul finds himself in the middle of a raging storm on
board a ship bound for Rome. Paul addresses everyone on
the ship and tells them they will not die, even though the
ship will be destroyed (Acts 27:22). How did Paul know this
would happen? The previous night an angel had hand-deliv-
ered that message to him (Acts 27:23-24). When you belong
to God and serve Him, He may send angels to speak to you.

It may not be in a face-to-face meeting, as Peter, Mary, Paul,
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and others experienced. However, God can get His message
across in a number of ways.

Like Mary, do you need to keep up your courage in the
face of some trial? Like Peter, what situation has you worried
late at night until you fall asleep exhausted? Are you afraid
about what is happening in your family, in your marriage,
in your portfolio? Do the events in our violence-laden world
today frighten you? If you will listen, I believe God’s message
to you could be, “Don’t be afraid. Cheer up.”

APPLICATON

e Do a word study in the Bible, noting the many times
angels tell people, “Don't be afraid.”

e Describe your typical reaction to situations that could
make you worried or afraid.

» Memorize an encouraging Scripture to help calm your
fears in moments of stress.

» Be creative—write a job description of God's angels
regarding their role in delivering God's messages.

And one last word on the message of angels. We must
remember to keep our eyes firmly focused on the Lord Je-
sus Christ, who has provided us with these angelic helpers.
When we think about angels, I recommend we use our spiri-
tual peripheral vision. Sometimes, when we look directly at a
star at night, we cannot see it; but when we look to the side,

our eyes are able to focus on a clearer picture of that star.
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When it comes to angels, our focus should be squarely on
Jesus. We should imitate the author of Hebrews and fix our
eyes on Jesus (Hebrews 12:2). Using our spiritual peripheral
vision, we can keep Jesus centrally in view and yet be aware
of the presence of God’s ministering spirits. God has sent his
ministering spirits, the angels, to help us with divine mes-
sages of cheer and as reminders of God’s ability to provide

for our needs and protect us from harm.

Implications and Actions

Spiritual warfare is not a term reserved for major events,
such as a battle with cancer. First, we must understand that
it takes place more often than we may realize, in daily ex-
periences common to us all at home, at work and at school.
This spiritual warfare is invisible. Second, I challenge you
to open your Bible and study what God’s Word says about
the spiritual dimension of our world. If we could open our
eyes to see the spiritual realities all around us, we would be
shocked at the intensity and the scope of warfare between
angels and demons!

Questions

1. What is the most common message of angels?
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When was a time you were afraid, and God comforted
you and calmed your fears?

How might an angel encourage you in times of stress
and anxiety?

How comfortable are you with the reality of spiritual

warfare? Explain.

135



FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Romans 8:38-39 Luke 16:19-31

lesson QZ

Angels at Our
Death

MAIN IDEA
The presence of angels reminds us we are never separated
from the love of God—even in death.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How can angels help us transition to Heaven and take away
our natural fear of death?

STUDY AIM
To understand the helpful role angels play at the time of our
death

QUICK READ
Angels escort us to Heaven the moment we die. You can be
sure that if you are a believer, Jesus will receive your spirit
when you die.
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Introduction

For a person who does not have faith, death can be a scary
and ominous thought. But for Christians, death is a natural
event that summons the angels to usher us into the loving
arms of our Heavenly Father. The presence of angels reminds
us we are never separated from the love of God—even in

death.

Romans 8:38-39

38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, ¥ nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Life After Death (Luke 16:19-31)

Years ago, I received a call that one of our dearest church
members had died suddenly. I went to her home to visit with
the family and learned some of the details behind Wayne’s
unexpected passing. The night before, he had routinely put
on his pajamas and fallen asleep, like he had done every
night of his life. Only he woke up in the presence of Jesus.
As his wife and I spoke that morning, we talked about how
sometime during the night the angels had come and visited
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Wayne and carried his soul and spirit into Heaven, according
to what the Bible teaches about death and dying.

In Luke 16, Jesus tells a story which illustrates this fas-
cinating truth about angels. He relates the story of an un-
named rich man and a righteous beggar named Lazarus.
Jesus said the poor man died “and was carried away by the
angels to Abraham’s arms” (16:22). It is comforting to know
that angels are with us throughout our lives—even to the
end. In this story, Jesus pulled back the veil from the after-
life and revealed to us a couple of truths about angels and
Heaven. First, He was illustrating the fact that God sends
His “escort angels” to ensure that our souls are seen safely
into Heaven when we transfer our address from this world to
the next one. Second, this story reminds us of more evidence
against our becoming angels when we die. The angels accom-
pany Lazarus; he was not an angel himself.

When Lazarus died, the Bible says the angels carried him
to Abraham. Where is that? That is another description of
Paradise. For any good Jew, joining Abraham would be a
Heavenly experience. The rich man, however, died and woke
up in Hades. The rich man was suffering there, and to make
matters worse, he could look into Paradise and see Lazarus
and Abraham (16:23-24).

What if I am alive when Jesus returns? What happens to
the generation of Christians who are still living when Jesus
returns? The Bible indicates they will not experience death,
and thus will not need an angel escort. They will go straight

to Paradise without going through a cemetery! I believe [ will
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be among that generation because [ have held a lifelong con-
viction that Jesus is returning in my lifetime. I may be wrong
about that, but in the meantime, I'm not looking for the un-
dertaker. I'm looking for the uppertaker!

The point is that God does not want us to be afraid of
death. Angels help comfort us, even at the end of our lives.
In more than 40 years of serving as a pastor, I have conduct-
ed many hundreds of funerals. The toughest funerals I have
ever conducted are for those who never indicated any inter-
est in God or the church. I am not the final judge of who is
saved and lost—that position has been filled for eternity. So,
I never assume that a person did not go to Heaven. That is
God’s domain. But I have observed the deep, bottomless kind
of grief that is expressed at funerals where the deceased gave
no evidence of walking with God. I have often been brought
to tears myself as I observe family members wailing over the
death of someone who never gave any visible evidence of
faith.

A dramatic contrast exists between that kind of grief and
the grief expressed at the funeral of a man or woman who ob-
viously walked with God. In 1 Thessalonians 4:13, the apos-
tle Paul identified the difference as being hopeless. Funeral
services are designed to give encouragement and comfort to
a grieving family. When a Christian dies there is grief, but it
is infused with hope. At the funeral of someone who gave no
evidence of salvation, there is hopeless grief.
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Never Separated From God in Death (Romans 8:38-
39)

This well-known passage in Romans reminds us there is
nothing with the power to separate us from God’s love. The
presence of angels also reminds us that we are never sepa-
rated from the love of God—even at death, which is the first
in this list. While the Bible teaches that angels attend to us
at our death, many cultures and traditions personify death
itself in the form of a spirit being, but not necessarily an
angel. For example, in European folklore, a common charac-
ter called the Grim Reaper shows up to deliver the bad news
that it is someone’s time to die. In Greek and Roman mythol-
ogy, the gods Thanatos and Mors, respectively, represented
“Death” (as if it were a person) and certain aspects of death.
No, in the Bible death is an event (not a personification), and
then we have angels hand-carrying us to God’s side.

Death is not a popular subject. But in order to get to Heav-
en, unless Jesus returns, you have to die first. How should we
face the actual experience of death? For a Christian, death
does not need to be an ominous, scary prospect. Standing
on the truth of Romans 8:38, it is something we can face
with as much confidence as we have when we leave one room
and walk into another. The best and shortest description of
the death of a Christian in the Bible is 2 Corinthians 5:8,
which says, “absent from the body and to be at home with
the Lord.” The word for “death” in the Hebrew language liter-
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ally means, “to breathe out.” It is similar to our English word
“expire.” The Bible says in John 19:30 that when Jesus died
on the cross, He said, “Itis finished. And He bowed His head
and gave up His spirit.” That is how quickly we are separated
from our bodies and with the Lord—after the last breath we
take on earth, the next breath we take is in Heaven.

Angel of Death

You may have heard the term “angel of death” describing
the angel at the first Passover in Exodus 12, but that ex-
act reference is not used in the Bible. Extra-biblical Jewish
literature originated the term, “angel of death,” but Paul
designates this angel as “the destroying angel” (1 Corinthi-
ans 10:10). Nevertheless, God does employ His angels on
a number of occasions from the Old Testament through
Revelation to exact the judgment of death (2 Samuel 24:16
and Isaiah 37:36). The Bible, however, makes an important
distinction about death. It is portrayed as an event; it is not
personified or spiritualized. In contrast to literary sourc-
es, biblical angels are there to attend to believers at their
death and escort their souls to Heaven, where Jesus will
be waiting. You can be sure that if you are a believer, Jesus
will receive your spirit when you die—not some personifi-
cation of death like the Grim Reaper.

Nothing can separate us from God’s love (8:38). The God
of the Bible is more loving and compassionate than any hu-
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man being. His patience is unfathomable. His heart’s desire
is not that any should perish, but that all would repent of
their sin and accept His free offer to live forever in Heaven
with Him (2 Peter 3:9). However, because God is also a holy
God who cannot tolerate unrighteousness, He must judge
sin. Remember, in Matthew 25, Jesus said hell was prepared
for the devil and his angels. God did not prepare hell for you
or your loved ones. He longs for everyone to be saved.

Application

e Explain what happens when you die according to
what you have learmed in this lesson.

o Talk with another Christian about what you are look-
ing forward to about leaving this earth—as well as any
reservations you may have.

e Pray about any fears you have regarding dying. Tell
God your concerns and ask Him to comfort and en-
lighten you with His word.

o If you are not absolutely certain you will go to Heav-
en when you die, talk with your pastor/church leaders
about how to know Christ personally.

After You Die

Where will you be five seconds after you die? I hope you iden-
tify with a confident response: “I will be with Jesus in Heav-

en.” Can you honestly and confidently answer with those

142



Lesson 12: Angels at Our Death

seven words? It can be an unsettling thought to contemplate
our own mortality, but the Bible does not mince words when
it comes to death and dying.

Implications and Actions

In Greek mythology the edge of the world was the Strait
of Gibraltar at the western edge of the Mediterranean Sea.
According to the Greeks a huge statue of Hercules blocked
the exit out to the Atlantic Ocean. It was called the Pillars of
Hercules and it had three Latin words on it—Non Plus Ultra:
“No More Beyond.” For centuries sea captains believed that
was the edge of the world, so they never ventured far past
that point. In the city of Valladolid, Spain, where Columbus
is buried, there is a huge monument built to his memory.
Below his name we can read those three words: “non plus Ul-
tra.” But when you look closer you see there is a lion in the
monument who is tearing away at the “non.” Likewise, Jesus
emerged from the grave as the victorious Lion of the Tribe
of Judah and clawed away the idea that there is “no more
beyond” the grave.

He came out of that tomb—whole and alive once more—
to declare to the world that there is more beyond the grave!
And for those of us who know Jesus as our Savior that means
spending eternity with Him in Heaven, surrounded by an-

gels.
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It could be, for some of us, that the first and only encounter
we have with angels in our lives comes at the end when they
escort us to this far better place. Have you ever encountered
an angel? Do not be too quick to say, “No.” Hebrews 1:14 tells
us God had sent His ministering spirits to serve those who
are heirs of salvation. God may have sent one to you and you
simply did not recognize him. Remember, God loves you and
when you pray, also keep in mind that He may be dispatching
His angels in answer to your prayer. Chances are good that

angels are watching over you, even at this moment.

Questions

1. What will happen to the generation of Christians who

are still alive when Jesus returns.

2. Do you have any reason to fear death?

3. Is there anything that can separate you from God’s
love?

4. Have you ever encountered an angel?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Matthew 24:29-31 Acts 1:10-11

lesson QS

Angels 1in
Our Future

MAIN IDEA
Angels participate in the triumphant return of Christ with
specific angelic tasks and roles.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What is the role angels play regarding End Times?

STUDY AIM
To understand the purpose and role of angels as we near the
time of Christ’s triumphant return

QUICK READ
The return of Jesus to Planet Earth is taught throughout the
New Testament. The Bible says that one day every eye will
watch Him come back to Earth in the glorious company of
angels.
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Introduction

Angelic activity serves as bookends of the Bible. From the
angels stationed outside the Garden of Eden in Genesis to
those who will accompany Jesus’ return in Revelation, an-
gels are important to the Bible’s teaching. Jesus experienced
the ministry of angels and emphasized the reality of an-
gels throughout His teaching, especially regarding the End
Times. It is not a question of if angels are going to be in our
future—Jesus said they would be. Angels participate in the
triumphant return of Christ with specific angelic tasks and
roles.

Matthew 24:29-31

2 "But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE
SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE
STARs WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will
be shaken.3? And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear
in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and
they will see the SON oF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with
power and great glory. 3 And He will send forth His angels
with A GREAT TRUMPET BLAST, and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect
from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.

Angels Accompany Jesus’ Return (24:29-31)

I confess that for much of my Christian life I was ignorant
of what the Bible teaches about angels. I grew up in church,
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yet I cannot recall hearing a single lesson or sermon about
angels. I attended a Christian university and majored in re-
ligion. However, I cannot recall any of my professors teach-
ing about angels. After college, I completed seven years of
post-graduate work in seminary. How many lectures or les-
sons about angels did I receive there? Zero. Several years
ago, I consulted my textbooks on systematic theology, only
to find that angels were not even listed in the index! When
I discovered how little scriptural information on angels was
available, I began an in-depth study. I was not prepared for
the hundreds of passages I discovered. God convicted me
that if His Word devoted that much attention to angels, I
should be more informed.

Christian groups may disagree about the details of His
return, but anyone who reads Scripture cannot deny the fact
that angels will accompany His return. Some believers living
today may never experience death. Those who are still alive
when Jesus comes to rapture the Church will be gathered to-
gether by His angels. The return of Jesus is taught through-
out the New Testament, but perhaps you have not given too
much thought to the role of angels in the End Times.

Jesus does not reveal too many details about the End
Times, but He notes a specific detail about the timing of His
return. The passage in Matthew 24 indicates that it will take
place at a certain time, while being careful not to name a spe-
cific time, date, year, etc. (24:29). Amazingly, Jesus says that
a host of angels will accompany Him at His return, but it is

equally obvious from this passage in Matthew 24 that even
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they do not know when this fantastic event will occur. Per-
haps, like us, they long to know more details—but for rea-
sons known only to God, no one but the Father knows the
hour of Christ’s return. Jesus taught, “But about that day
and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor
the Son, but the Father alone” (24:36). What are we to learn
from this? Today, there are many self-proclaimed prophets
who make the audacious claim to know more than the angels
(or even Jesus, who also does not know the “day and hour”).
Anyone who predicts when Jesus will return has not taken
the truth of what Jesus teaches in this passage to heart.

We also see from this passage another detail Jesus said
about His Second Coming. Much has been rightly said about
Jesus’ return, depicted in art and song throughout the cen-
turies, but less emphasis has been placed on the fact that
He will not return alone. This glorious event, Jesus said,
would feature angels who would respond to a “great trumpet
blast” and then gather God’s children throughout the earth
(24:31). You say you have never seen an angel? The Bible says
that one day every eye will watch Him come back to the earth
in the glorious company of angels. However, as spectacular
as seeing a host of angels at once might be, it is guaranteed
that everyone’s attention will be squarely transfixed on Je-
sus Himself, the Son of God, not His holy angels. And this is
exactly as they would have it. John learned this lesson when
he was tempted to worship the angel he encountered in Rev-
elation, but the angel quickly admonished John to worship

God alone.
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Angels Foretell Jesus’ Return (Acts 1:10-11)

Where is Jesus today? Over two thousand years ago, He died,
was buried and, after three days and three nights, God the
Father restored Him to life. For 40 days, He remained on the
earth, appearing to more than 500 witnesses, but at the end
of that period, Jesus ascended back into Heaven, and that is
where He rules and reigns today. The disciples and other be-
lievers witnessed Jesus ascend into Heaven (Acts 1:10). But
notice the angels were more interested in watching the reac-
tion of the witnesses, seemingly unamazed by Jesus’ ascen-
sion. Luke notes in his account in Acts 1:10-11, “And as they
were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, then
behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them, and
they said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into
the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you have watched Him
go into heaven.”

So, here is the picture. The disciples stood there awe-
struck as they watched Jesus ascend into the sky, something
spectacular that these ordinary first-century men had never
before imagined. Can’t you just see them looking at Him for
as long as they could, like people watching the space shuttle
trying to keep their eyes on it until it becomes a tiny speck
in the sky? Finally, these two angels make the startling an-
nouncement that they had not seen anything yet! Jesus was
going to return one day in the same way He left. Not only
are we certain of Jesus’ return because this truth is taught
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throughout Scripture, but also the angels that day foretold
that it would happen. But that is not all. After Jesus’ trium-
phant return, angels continue to play important roles in our

future.

Angelic Raiment

The angels in Acts 1:10 are described as having white
clothing. You may also have in your mind's eye angels
with golden halos. While angels do seem to exude a glo-
rious brightness, there is no biblical evidence that they
have bands of light encircling their heads. Have you ever
wondered why art (and church Christmas pageants) of-
ten depict angels with halos? A halo is descriptive of the
kind of glory these heavenly beings possess, but it is not
in the Bible. Designating deity, saints, angels, and other
important cultural figures with a halo symbol (also called
a mimbus’) can be traced throughout the ages, including
Roman, Greek, and Egyptian culture. For example, de-
pictions of Roman emperors often portrayed their pow-
er with a circle or band of radiant light. For hundreds of
years, early Christian artists depicted a scene like this in
Acts 1:10 with halo-wearing angels, and even gave Jesus a
halo. However, during the Renaissance, the halo seems to
have lost its popularity with mainstream artists. Compare
most early depictions of Christ with Leonardo’s da Vinci's
famous Last Supper painting and you will notice da Vinci
omitted halos altogether. Although you might picture an-
gels in white with golden halos, that particular detail is not
biblically based.
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Angels During the Tribulation

If you want to read a book in the Bible where angels are
mentioned on nearly every page, consult Revelation. Here,
angels are mentioned more than seventy times. Next to the
Book of Psalms, there are more angelic references in Revela-
tion than in any other single book in the Bible. Again, many
Christians disagree about the details and the order of many
of the events of the End Times, but all agree on one thing—
Jesus is returning. After Jesus raptures the Church, I believe
Scripture teaches there will be a seven-year period of terrible
tribulation and crisis on the earth, led by a one-world ruler
whom the Bible calls the Antichrist. Scripture says God will
use the assistance of His mightiest angels to pour out terri-
ble judgments upon the earth during the End Times. God’s
judgment on the earth is pictured symbolically in Revelation
by three “series of sevens” (Revelation 8-11). Seven seals
on a book are opened, and the seventh seal leads into seven
trumpets, each one describing a unique cataclysmic event. A
series of angels are seen blowing trumpets announcing the
judgment. Each angel announces a judgment to come that is
even more frightening and devastating than the one before
it.

Although Revelation reveals how angels play a role
throughout the series of judgments, we see with the blast
of the sixth trumpet that a small, special division of angels
is released. John wrote his account of what he saw this way,
“Then the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the
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four horns of the golden altar which is before God, saying
to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, ‘Release the four
angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” And the
four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and
month and year, were released, so that they would kill a third
of mankind” (Revelation 9:13-15). These four angels of God
are created, it would seem, for no other reason than to carry
out this cataclysmic and devastating event so terrifying that
it defies understanding. There are about 8 billion people on
earth right now. In this single judgment, four angels are re-
sponsible for the destruction of one-third of the world’s pop-
ulation. It boggles the imagination, but this is exactly what
the apostle John saw. Never doubt the awesome power of
even merely one of God’s angels—a spiritual being with no
equal on earth.

Application

» Spend some time in Revelation 8-11 reading about
the future role of angels.

e List two or three key insights regarding angels that
you have learned throughout this study.

o Consider doing a word study of “angels” in a book like
Psalms. Note what you leamn.

e Think about what is still confusing or unclear to you
about Heaven and Heavenly beings. Determine to
pray about these issues, talk with your pastor, Sunday
school teacher, and fellow Christians, and also deepen
your study of God's Word to learn more.
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I hope you have trusted the Lord Jesus Christ so when
you witness the angels who will play a part in the future
judgment, you will not be in that number who will have judg-
ment executed upon them. Not only will the angels execute
judgment upon the earth, but also Scripture teaches that an
angel will be the one who executes judgment upon the chief
fallen angel, Satan himself. A whole army of angels will not
be needed to overthrow the villain—not a battalion, not a
legion, but one single angel will accomplish the overthrow of
Satan (Revelation 20:1-3). This powerful angel, armed with a
chain, is going to throttle Satan, put him in the bottom of a
pit, and shut him up for a thousand years. The devil will have
a brief furlough from his prison, but then he will be cast back

in for eternity.

Still Skeptical?

At the conclusion of these lessons about the reality of Heav-
en and the ministry of Heaven’s supernatural beings and
their central role in the Bible, you may still be a little per-
plexed. Like the men in Acts 1 watching Jesus ascend into
the sky, an angel might sense your skepticism and wonder if
you believe what you are seeing. The Bible is neither logical
nor illogical—it is “supralogical,” meaning it exceeds human
understanding. You cannot figure out God’s Heavenly activi-
ty in a scientific test tube with observable, repeatable results.
Remember, there will always be a mystery about God’s ways
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that we cannot unravel (Isaiah 55:8-9). Jesus said you must
become as a little child to understand the things of God.

Implications and Actions

Neglecting the reality of angels and the spiritual dimension
of Heaven and earth is sin. Are you still doubting what God’s
Word says about the ministry of God’s mighty angels? Have
you been guilty of expressing disbelief about angels and the
reality of Heaven? Perhaps you still categorize angels with
elves, fairies, and other mythical creatures. I have noticed
that when a Christian starts talking about the biblical role
of angels, many non-Christians consider that individual “off
the wall.” Do not be a believer who reacts with similar alarm.
Your takeaway is to remember that Jesus Christ taught about
and recognized the existence of angels and the certainty of
life after death. To discount those two realities is to doubt
what Jesus Christ Himself said about them.
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Questions

1. What is difficult for you to understand about the real-
ity and role of angels?

2. What have you learned about Heaven and angels that
you did not know before this study?

3. How can you share the biblical truth of what you have
learned with others?

4. How has learning about Heaven and angels strength-

ened and encouraged you in your walk with Christ?
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Our Eternal Home

Father,

From the rising of the sun to its setting may Your name be praised forever. May You be
highly exalted in my heart and my life, for You are holy, almighty and all powerful. You are
completely perfect in goodness and righteousness, and You reign in power and might. You
are supremely seated on Your throne in Heaven as Your eyes move throughout the earth to
give strength to the hearts of those who are committed to You (2 Chronicles 16:9).

Oh God, when Isaiah saw You seated on Your throne lofty and exalted, with the train of
Your robe filling the temple, he was undone and cried out “Woe is me, for I am ruined!
Because I am a man of unclean lips...” Isaiah 6:5 (NASB). Isaiah was broken and painfully
realized his unworthiness and the great chasm between himself and You, a Holy and ex-
alted God. Thank You that just as You took away Isaiah’s sin, you have cleansed me of my
iniquity by the blood of Jesus who bore my guilt and shame, taking my place on the cross,
and giving me a path to eternity in Heaven. Thank you that Your Holy Word tells me Jesus
is the only way to Heaven. ‘Jesus answered, ‘T am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6, NIV).

Thank You that because of Your great mercy and amazing grace I have an eternal inheri-
tance that is imperishable and carefully guarded in Heaven. My earthly inheritances fade
away, but my eternal inheritance is forever glorious, ready to be revealed in the last time (1
Peter 1:4-5). I know that because Jesus was resurrected, I too, will be resurrected. Thank
You that my salvation is guaranteed and sealed by the Holy Spirit living in me.

Father, Your Word tells me in Revelation 4 that the Angels and the Saints are praising and
worshiping You, as You are seated on Your throne. The Saints fall before You, laying their
crowns at the feet of Jesus, the only One who deserves honor, glory, and praise. May I fall
on my knees before the Lamb each day with a humble and contrite heart and join in on the
praise and worship of heaven singing, “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive
glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they exist-
ed, and were created” (Revelation 4:11, NASB).

Lord, the Bible tells me that every person that has ever lived will face You as their Savior
or their judge. I pray You will give me a heart that aches for the lost and a boldness in pro-
claiming the gospel message to those I encounter, so they too, will believe in King Jesus
and live with You for eternity.

Lord, Ilook forward to a New Heaven and Earth where there will be inexpressible joy and
where You, Oh God, will live among us and be our God. You will wipe away every tear and
there will be no more death, mourning, crying, or pain. Thank you that we will be reunited
with loved ones and friends and meet Old Testament saints like Abraham, Moses, and
Elijah. LORD, You are the alpha, Omega, the beginning and the end. You are the One who
is, who was, and who is to come. “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”
(Revelation 22:20, ESV).

In the strong name of Jesus,

Amen

DLB
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Our Next New Study

(Available to use beginning September 2023)

A Cry for Freedom
Grace That Is Still Amazing
A Study of Galatians

There is a cry for freedom that rings out from the human
heart all across the world. And yet, even as that cry rings
out, there are many other voices urging us down dead-end
roads that will never lead to the righteousness God intends

for those who live in freedom.

Galatians is Paul’s earliest letter, and it is obvious, he was fu-
rious because some false teachers had come into the church-
es and attempted to turn these churches from grace to a dif-
ferent gospel. This dangerous movement was trying to make
Christians follow the Jewish law. Since almost all the early
Christians were practicing Jews, this was not a real problem.
But when thousands of Gentiles started coming to Christ, it

created a real crisis.

In Galatians, there is no middle ground. There are no focus
groups to work out a compromise. And human efforts, ac-
complishments, and aspirations are deemed worthless in
the quest for freedom. The only path to freedom is found
in Christ alone. When this truth is proclaimed, freedom will
flourish.
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Galatians teaches us that our purpose for living is not about
keeping the rules; it is all about a relationship with Jesus. As
a follower of Jesus, you have been set free by the gospel of
grace...and that grace is still amazing.

Lesson 1 A Cry for Freedom Galatians 1:1-10
Lesson 2 Radically Changed Galatians 1:11-24
Lesson 3 Liberation by Grace Galatians 2:1-1
Lesson 4 Ready to Rumble Galatians 2:11-21
Lesson 5 Bewitched Galatians 3:1-14
Lesson 6 The Promise of Grace  Galatians 3:15-29
Lesson 7 Redemption Galatians 4:1-11
Lesson 8 Where Is Your Joy? Galatians 4:12-20
Lesson 9 The Cost of Freedom Galatians 4:21-31
Lesson 10 Called to Be Free Galatians 5:1-15
Lesson 11 Walk by the Spirit Galatians 5:16-26
Lesson 12 Carry On Galatians 6:1-10
Lesson 13 Do Good Galatians 6:11-18
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HOW TO ORDER
More Bible Study Materials

It's easy! Just fill in the following information. For additional Bible study materials available in print or digital for-
mats see www.gc2press.org, or get a catalog of available print materials by calling 1-866-249-1799 or e-mailing
gc2press@texasbaptists.org.

Title of item Price Quantity Cost
This Issue

Heaven and Angels—Study Guide (GC2001358) $5.75

Heaven and Angels—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001359) $6.00

Heaven and Angels—Teaching Guide (GC2001360) $6.50

Additional Issues Available:

Thematic Studies

Living in the Spirit—Study Guide (BWP001297) $5.75
Living in the Spirit—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001298) $6.00
Living in the Spirit—Teaching Guide (BWP001299) $6.50
Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Study Guide (BWP001277) $5.75
Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001278) $6.00
Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Teaching Guide (BWP001279) $6.50
Old Testament
How Great Is Our God—Study Guide (GC2001355) $5.75
How Great Is Our God—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001356) $6.00
How Great Is Our God—Teaching Guide (GC2001357) $6.50
The Conquerors (Judges)—Study Guide (BWP001317) $5.75
The Conquerors (Judges)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001318) $6.00
The Conquerors (Judges)—Teaching Guide (BWP001319) $6.50
Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Study Guide (GC2001333) $5.75
Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Large Print (GC2001334) $6.00
Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Teaching Guide (GC2001335) $6.50
New Testament
The reMARKable Journey Begins—Study Guide (BWP001302) $5.75
The reMARKable Journey Begins—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001303) $6.00
The reMARKable Journey Begins—Teaching Guide (BWP001304) $6.50
Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Study Guide (GC2001327) $5.75
Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Teaching Guide (GC2001329) $6.50
The Beauty of Restoration (John)—Study Guide (BWP001350) $5.75
The Beauty of Restoration (John)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001351) $6.00
The Beauty of Restoration (John)—Teaching Guide (BWP001352) $6.50
Pure Joy (Philippians)—Study Guide (BWP001302) $5.75
Pure Joy (Philippians)—Teaching Guide (BWP001304) $6.50
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The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Study Guide (GC2001322) $5.75
The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001323) $6.00
The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Teaching Guide (GC2001324) $6.50

Coming for use beginning September 2023

A Cry for Freedom (Galatians)—Study Guide (GC2001358) $5.75
A Cry for Freedom (Galatians)—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001359) $6.00
A Cry for Freedom (Galatians)—Teaching Guide (GC2001360) $6.50

***NEW STUDENT LESSONS***

NEW! Introducing digital download lessons for Students (Ages 11-18) from Life Bible Study
(IronStreamMedia.com). These lessons serve as a companion piece for the latest Connect 360 Adult Bible Study.
You can order these at: https://shop.ironstreammedia.com/bible-study-curriculum/students/gc2-press/.

e PLEASE NOTE s

In addition to these Bible studies, which are available in both print and digital formats, we have several studies
available in a digital-only format. See www.gc2press.org for a complete listing of these studies.

CALL your order toll-free: 1-866-249-1799
(Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. central time
Friday 8:30 a.m.—12:00 noon central time).

OR, E-MAIL your order to: gc2press@texasbaptists.org.
OR, ORDER ONLINE at www.gc2press.org.
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