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How to Make the Best Use
of This Teaching Guide

Leading a class in studying the Bible is a sacred trust. This Teaching Guide
has been prepared to help you as you give your best to this important task.
In each lesson, you will find first “Bible Comments” for teachers, to
aid you in your study and preparation. The three sections of “Bible Com-
ments” are “Understanding the Context,” “Interpreting the Scriptures,” and

» «

“Focusing on the Meaning.” “Understanding the Context” provides a sum-
mary overview of the entire background passage that also sets the passage
in the context of the Bible book being studied. “Interpreting the Scriptures”
provides verse-by-verse comments on the focal passage. “Focusing on the
Meaning” offers help with the meaning and application of the focal text.

The second main part of each lesson is “Teaching Plans.” You’ll find two
complete teaching plans in this section. The first is called the “Discovery
Plan,” which emphasizes discovery learning techniques; and the second is
called the “Discussion Plan,” which provides questions and suggestions for
dialogue about the Scriptures. Choose the plan that best fits your class and
your style of teaching. You may also use and adapt ideas from both. Each
plan is intended to be practical, helpful, and immediately useful as you pre-
pare to teach.

The major headings in each teaching plan are intended to help you
sequence how you teach so as to follow the flow of how people tend to learn.
The first major heading, “Connect with Life,” provides ideas that will help
you begin the class session where your class is and draw your class into the
study. The second major heading, “Guide Bible Study,” offers suggestions
for helping your class engage the Scriptures actively and develop a greater
understanding of this portion of the Bible’s message. The third major head-
ing, “Encourage Application,” is meant to help participants focus on how to

respond with their lives to this message.
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As you begin the study with your class, be sure to find a way to help your

class know the date on which each lesson will be studied. You might use one

or more of the following methods:

In the first session of the study, briefly overview the study by
identifying for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied.
Lead your class to write the date in the table of contents in their Study
Guides and on the first page of each lesson.

Make and post a chart that indicates the date on which each lesson
will be studied.

If all of your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the
lessons will be studied.

Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include
information about your church and then use the bookmark as an
outreach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from
www.gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab.

Develop a sticker with the lesson dates and place it on the table of
contents or on the back cover.

Here are some steps you can take to help you prepare well to teach each

lesson and save time in doing so:

1.

2.

Start early in the week before your class meets.

If your church’s adult Bible study teachers meet for lesson overview and
preparation, plan to participate. If your church’s adult Bible study teach-
ers don’t have this planning time now, look for ways to begin. You, your
fellow teachers, and your church will benefit from this mutual encour-

agement and preparation.

. Overview the study in the Study Guide. Look at the table of contents and

see where this lesson fits in the overall study. Then read or review the

study introduction to the book that is being studied.

. Consider carefully the suggested Main Idea, Question to Explore, and

Teaching Aim. These can help you discover the main thrust of this par-
ticular lesson.
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5.

6.

10.

Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture passages
for the lesson. Using your Bible in your study and in the class session
can provide a positive model to class members to use their own Bibles
and give more attention to Bible study themselves. (Each writer of the
Bible comments in both the Teaching Guide and the Study Guide has
chosen a favorite translation. You're free to use the Bible translation you

prefer and compare it with the translations chosen, of course.)

After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the
Bible Comments in the Study Guide. The Bible comments are intended
to be an aid to your study of the Bible. Read also the small articles—
“sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended to provide additional,
enrichment information and inspiration and to encourage thought and
application. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each
lesson. They'’re intended to encourage further thought and application,
and you can also use them in the class session itself. Continue your
Bible study with the aid of the Bible comments included in this Teaching
Guide.

. Review the “Teaching Plans” in this Teaching Guide. Consider how these

suggestions would help you teach this Bible passage in your class to

accomplish the teaching aim.

. Consider prayerfully the needs of your class and think about how to

teach so you can help your class learn best.

. Develop and follow a lesson plan based on the suggestions in this

Teaching Guide, with alterations as needed for your class.

Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture

passages and in applying these passages to their lives.

Teaching Resource Items. These items are available for download for use

in your class. These are available for $20 at www.gc2press.org. Watch for

them in the teaching plans for each lesson. These items are selected from the

teaching plans. They are provided online to make lesson preparation easier

for handouts and similar items. Permission is granted to download these

teaching resource items, print them out, and copy them as needed for all

classes within your church.
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Premium Commentary. Plan to get the additional in-depth Bible Study
comments available online. Visit our website, call 1-866-249-1799, or email
gc2press@txb.org to order the Premium Commentary. It is available for
$30 in electronic format (PDF) from our website. Permission is granted to
download this commentary, print it, and copy them as needed for all classes
within your church.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Just about everyone knows the story of Noah and the ark. Some of my first
memories of the story involve pretty artwork that showed a happy Noah,
smiling giraffes and hippos, and a beautiful rainbow above. Since the artwork
was directed at children, and since its purpose was to show a merciful God
who saved Noah and the animals from the flood, I think it was a good intro-
duction to the story.

As adults, however, we see there was much, much more to the story with
much of it involving the difficult realities of sin, death, and destruction. In
the greatest of contrasts, God, Himself, is light and love. God is also holy and
just, and God will move in judgment against sin. The story of Noah and the
ark is a presentation of that biblical truth.

What we see presented in Genesis 6:5-22 is a world completely and fully
corrupted by sin. Everything God created as “very good” (Genesis 1:31), in-
cluding the sun, moon, stars, trees, flowers, animals, and yes, even human
beings, were all affected by sin. Scripture goes from “very good” to the LORD
saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become (Genesis 6:5), in
a mere five chapters. It was because of the corruption of sin and the immea-
surable suffering that accompanied sin that God moved in judgment. God
moved to put an end to it all.

We also see, however, God provided a way of escape. The ark was a way
through the judgment of the flood just as the cross of Jesus is a way through
the judgment of sin in our own lives. Accessing the way through the judg-

ment requires an act of faith.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

The Full Extent of Sin and God'’s Response (6:5-7)

6:5. I think it is impossible to overstate the corrupting power of sin. Sin
obviously corrupts the soul and therefore separates us from God for eterni-
ty, but sin corrupts everything else in the here and now, too. Regarding our
minds, sin corrupts our abilities to think, to judge and discern, to understand
right and wrong, and to know and act upon good and evil. Sin has replaced
the glorious intimacy humanity once shared with God and one another with
a contempt that breeds hatred and violence. One look around at our world

today is all it takes to see the corrupting power of sin.

6:6. Sin’s corruption of humanity was also on full display in Noah’s day. Look
at how the Bible described the full effect of sin on the human heart: “The
LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the
earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil
all the time” (Genesis 6:5, italics mine). Humankind’s very ability to think was
affected. Those thoughts in turn would lead to actions of corruption: lies,
contempt, the devaluation of life, murder, theft, oppression, racism, sexual
sins—it was all there, along with the unimaginable suffering it caused. That
is why Genesis 6:6 says, “The LORD regretted that he had made human beings
on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled.” So, what to do about it?

6:7. “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race [ have created...”
(Genesis 6:7). At first glance (and through the lens of sin’s corruption) peo-
ple often criticize God’s actions. Regarding this verse, some have called God
vindictive, angry, and reactionary. Nothing could be farther from the truth.
Please remember, too, our corrupted and limited minds cannot judge the
eternal, holy, and perfectly just mind of God. Because of sin, our judgments
will always be imperfect and in need of God’s holy correction. The book of Job
is a clear reminder.

There are larger principles and truths about God that are axiomatic, and

to which we can turn when we have questions. It is always true, for example,
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that God loves all people. It is always true that God will judge sin. It is always
true that God is holy and perfect in His judgments and actions. Therefore, “I
will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have created...” can only
be an expression consistent with God’s love, holiness, and judgments. To say
it a different way: Because of the full extent of the corruption of sin, the earth
was on fire with evil and suffering, and God’s flood put out the fire. It hurt the
heart of God deeply to do so—“his heart was deeply troubled”—but it was
the most loving thing He could do.

The Account of Noah (6:8-10)

In stark contrast to the wickedness of humanity, Noah is presented as a “righ-
teous man, blameless among the people,” who “walked faithfully with God.”
The Bible is not trying to tell us Noah was a perfect man who earned his place
on the ark by his righteousness. I think a good way to understand Noah’s
relationship with God is to set it alongside Abraham’s. We see, for example,
Abraham’s relationship with God described this way in Genesis 15:6, “Abram
believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.”

Abram was asked to believe in God and to follow Him in faith. Following
God in faith required much of Abram. He left his own country. He forsook
all other gods. He acted upon God’s promise to make his descendants into
a great nation even when he had no child of his own. Make the connection.
Abram was not perfect, but he followed God in faithful obedience, and it was
“credited to him as righteousness.” I think we can look at Noah in the same
light. Noah’s faith in God was demonstrated in his obedience as he built the
ark. In great contrast to the sin-sick and godless culture of his day, Noah
stood out as a shining example of righteousness. He so ordered his life in
obedience to God.

God’s Judgment, His Ark of Mercy, and His Covenant
(6:11-22)

6:11-13. Beginning in verse 11, God restated His judgment against human-
ity. In these verses, we find a repetition of the brutal realities of corruption

and violence. The human heart has been corrupted from its original glory
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because of sin. And sin, when it has taken root in the human soul, will always
manifest violence. It is the violence of evil in an individual soul, and it is the
violence of evil perpetrated from one soul to another. Again, I think we can-
not overstate the suffering associated with such evil, but we can be certain

God will judge it; He will move against it.

6:14-16. So, God tells Noah to build an ark. God gave Noah very specific
instructions as to how the ark would be constructed, and for what purpose.
The ark’s dimensions are as follows: 450 long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high.
Just for comparison purposes, it is as long as one and a half football fields,
wider than a six-lane highway (assuming 12 feet per lane), and over four sto-
ries high. It was a huge boat the likes of which had not been built before,
and it was a monumental task for Noah and his family that took decades to
complete.

For what purpose did God give the ark? To ferry Noah, his family, and
the animals through the flood is the obvious answer, but [ want to suggest
that the ark was also a symbol of God’s mercy. Yes, the flood was a powerful
judgment of God released upon a corrupted and violent world. The ark, how-
ever, was a demonstration of God’s loving mercies even while the flood wa-
ters raged. God’s mercy extended to Noah and his family as they continued to
believe and obey God. Their obedience would be refreshed each and every day
as they continued to work on the ark. The ultimate act of obedience would
happen as they boarded the ark and God, Himself shut them in. God’s mercy
was visible, embodied by the ark.

6:17-22. God made a promise to Noah and his family. If they would obey
His commands to build the ark, to fill the ark with animals, supplies, and of
course, themselves, He would deliver them from the judgment that would
come. God’s judgment would take the lives of every human being and every
animal, indeed, “every creature that has the breath of life in it,” would perish.
Noah and his family and the passengers onboard the ark, however, would
be saved. The covenant promise of God was an “if-then” promise. If Noah
followed God in belief and faith, God would save him from the judgment to

come. Verse 22 says it all: “Noah did everything just as God commanded him.”
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Focusing on the Meaning

God will judge sin, but He always provides a merciful way out. Noah’s story
is similar to the story of salvation every Christian has experienced. Think,
for example, of a common man. We will call him Bill. Bill, like all people, has
sinned and fallen short of God’s glorious expectations. Because of sin, Bill
suffers from many personal problems. Bill's honesty and personal integrity
have been compromised. Bill suffers in shame. He knows he is not the man
on the inside that he tries to show on the outside. Bill's marriage has suf-
fered because of his sins. Bill has suffered the loss of intimacy with his wife.
Maybe Bill has even suffered an actual act of violence. Maybe Bill, himself,
has perpetrated such an act on another person. Perhaps he has destroyed
the character of another through lies. On and on we could go, but the point
is that all these sins have caused great suffering within Bill’s own life and in
the lives of others.

Of course, God will judge Bill’s sin. “The wages of sin is death,” says the
Bible in Romans 6:23. Because of sin, Bill will suffer an eternity away from
God in a place called hell. Such is the eternal impact of the corruption of sin
on the human soul.

But God, who loves Bill, has provided a merciful way out through Jesus
Christ. Bill simply has to believe God and follow Him in faith. There are acts
of faithful obedience Bill must do in order to access God’s mercy. Bill must
pray a prayer of faith in which he admits he is a sinner; believes in Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, as the sacrifice for his sins; believes that God raised
Jesus from the dead; and confesses that belief to God and to others.

Can you make the connection? God moved against the sins of the world
in Noah’s day but provided a merciful way through with the ark. Noah and his
family could access that mercy by their faithful obedience. God will also judge
sin in every human life but provides a merciful way through by the cross of
Jesus Christ. All persons may access that mercy by their faithful obedience
to God. All this reminds me of a very familiar verse of Scripture: “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Invite class members to list the names of some great people in history.
Several may want to do a web search on their phones or tablets. You
could even have various pictures placed around the room of some of
these people. Names could include Abraham Lincoln, Albert Einstein,
Christopher Columbus, Leonardo DaVinci, Queen Elizabeth, Martin
Luther King, Susan B. Anthony, Cesar Chavez, and many more. Ask,
What was it about these people that made them great? After a few minutes
of discussion, comment that in the coming weeks we will explore Bible
passages and stories that demonstrate the greatness of God, which far
surpasses the greatness of the people He created!

Note: Depending upon the makeup of your class, you could use
names of sports heroes, famous chefs, excellent musicians, or other

groupings with whom your class may be familiar.

2. To connect members more specifically to lesson 1, ask class members to
share about a time when they were working on a project (this could be a
craft; a building; a painting; a poem; etc.) and things got so bad they had
to start all over. After several responses, direct participants to Genesis
6, and note that in this passage we will see God evaluated His project

(creation of mankind) and decided to start over.

Guide the Study

3. Ask the class to create three groups and assign each group one of the
following tasks (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Re-

source Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.):
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+  Group One—The Problem
Read Genesis 6:5-12 and discuss the significance of these questions:
® What did God see?
° What did God say?
® What did God feel?

+ Group Two—The Person

Read Genesis 6:8-10, 18, 22 and discuss the significance of these

questions:

® What separated Noah from the others whom God planned to
destroy?

® What does it mean to find favor in the eyes of God?
® What was God’s covenant with Noah? (also see 9:8-17)

+ Group Three—The Plan
Read Genesis 6:13-21 and discuss the significance of these questions:
® What was God’s plan?
® What was the implication of God’s plan?
® What was the significance of God’s plan?

Allow groups several minutes to explore and discuss, then gather the
class back together and ask each group to share their findings.

4. Call attention to Genesis 6:22 and invite the class to read the verse
aloud together several times—Noah did everything just as God command-

ed him.

5, Read aloud the sidebar, “Three Saving Traits,” in the Study Guide. Dis-
cuss ways Noah may have lived out grace, faith, and right relationships.

6. In contrast to the positive characteristics of Noah listed above, point
out that the main idea of today’s lesson states, “God’s faithfulness was
seen in the rainbow, but Noah’s failure was seen in the sin he commit-

ted after he came out of the ark.” Ask a class member to read Genesis
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9:20-25. Note that Noah was probably 600 years old at this time, and he
had walked with God faithfully in the past. Ask, What lessons might we
consider from Noah’s failure? Responses could include—even the most
godly are prone to sin; we sometimes sin after the greatest victories;
and a lifetime of faithfulness can be blemished by a moment of sin.

Encourage Application

7. Invite a pre-enlisted class member to share some similarities between
the culture in Noah’s day and the culture in our day (include practices
that would surely displease God). Then ask, Do you think God sees and
feels the same as He did in Genesis 6?

8. Suggest that the posture of a believer in this culture is to be different,
holy, set apart, so God sees us like He saw Noah. We are to live out our

faith every moment of every day!

9. Note that sometimes the culture around us presses in. Ask, In what sit-
uation or circumstance do you need an ark, a place of shelter in God’s strong

hand, in your life? Is my faith strong in God?

10. Lead in prayer, asking God to strengthen class members as they live
their faith this week. Then close by leading the class in the chorus, “How

Great Is Our God.”
DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life

1. Print and distribute several news articles that depict the wickedness in
the culture around us. As members look through the articles, share this
statement from the introduction of the Study Guide, “Wickedness is on
the rise in our world. The reality of God is being ignored by many, and
people live with little awareness of the painful consequences of their

own destructive living. A secular society rarely takes seriously the fact
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that immoral behavior negatively effects their own lives, and society

in general.” After class discussion of the statement, comment that this

was also the scenario in Noah’s time.

2. Invite members to consider how wickedness makes them feel. Then ask,

If you could make one change to the world today, what would you change?

Share that God decided to make a monumental change in the world due

to the wickedness and corruption of humankind.

Guide the Study

3. Present the following lesson outline from the Study Guide:

An Impending Judgment (6:5-7, 11-13, 17)
An Exceptional Person (6:8-10, 18-22)
A Great God Brings Us Through Everything (6:5-9, 14-15, 17-19)

4. Invite a class member to read Genesis 6:5-12 aloud. Ask the following

discussion questions about an impending judgment:

How is mankind described by the author of Genesis?
Why do you think God was grieved in His heart?
Do you think God is grieved today?

If you were writing a news story from these verses, what elements

would you include?

5. Follow up by presenting the following true/false statements. Invite

group discussion.

God could have shown mercy and spared the people if He wanted to.
God’s justice called for immediate and fatal judgment.

There were probably other, perhaps unnamed, righteous men besides
Noah.

Noah’s family rode his coattails to avoid God’s judgment.
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6. Read verses 8-10, 18, and 22 aloud. Invite the class to consider and list

qualities that may have set Noah apart from the others. Call attention
to the sidebar, “Three Saving Traits,” in the Study Guide if needed to
start discussion.

Invite a member to read aloud verses 13-21 to the group. Use the lesson
comments in this Teaching Guide, along with other resources, to prepare
and present a brief lecture from these verses that share the details of
God’s impending plan. Be sure to include details such as Noah and the
people not knowing what a flood was, God giving exact details and mea-
surements for the construction of the ark, and that God’s plan included

a way out for Noah and his family.

. Ask, Why did God plan to save Noah and his family? Could God not have cre-

ated mankind once again without them? Was there something special about
Noah? If so, what?

Encourage Application

9. Invite members to consider the question, Whom does our sin and destruc-

tive living affect? Invite discussion.

10. Follow up with these questions for thought:

« Do we sometimes think God does not care about the morals and ac-

tions of His creation?
+ How can we be salt and light to a tasteless and dark world?

+ Have you ever felt like you needed a reboot, a new start, a chance to

begin again?

11. Point out that in Christ, you have the opportunity to begin again, even

daily (Take up your cross daily, Luke 9:23). Jesus and the ark are similar.
In Christ is the only safe place to be when judgment falls.

12. Close in prayer, thanking God that He provides a way through the flood

for us, just as He did for Noah!



Focal Text Background

Genesis 22:1-18 Hebrews 11:17-19;
James 1:12
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The Results of
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Throughout history in the word of
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Do I fully trust God’s plan for my life?

TEACHING AIM
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that God has a plan for our lives that
is much better than our own plans
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Genesis 22 we see a story about how God tested Abraham’s faith. This story
follows a beautiful description of how God made a covenant with Abraham
in Genesis 17. There we find a moving and powerful description of that cov-
enant. It reminds me of the vows grooms and brides make on their wedding
day to forsake all others and cleave only to the one. In the same way, God was
requiring Abraham forsake all other gods and place his faith fully in the One
True God. God said to Abraham, “I will establish my covenant as an everlast-
ing covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the
generations to come, to be your God...” (Genesis 17:7).

Abraham entered into the covenant. He took the vows so to speak. Then
God would test Abraham’s commitment. God would challenge his heart’s de-
termination. Abraham would be required to demonstrate his obedience to
God by his willingness to offer God the life of the son he loves. This would be,
of course, testing at the most difficult level.

Let us remember that God tests those whom He loves. Even as Christians
God brings difficulties and challenges into our lives to strengthen and grow
our faith. As our faith grows and matures and endures the tests of this life,
we prepare our hearts and souls for the eternal life with God that He has
promised. The Bible says it this way in James, chapter 1: “Consider it pure
joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because
you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance ... so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” James went on to say,
“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test,
that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those
who love him” (James 1:2-4, 12).
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Interpreting the Scriptures

God'’s Challenge to Abraham (22:1-2)

Chapter 22 begins telling us that “some time later God tested Abraham.” This
probably indicates the passing of many years. Many interpreters believe Isaac
would have been about twelve years old when the events of chapter 22 took
place.

God called Abraham and issued His challenge. He would require Isaac as
a sacrifice. In the Hebrew language, the construction of verse two is such that
each description would intensify the emotion stirring in the heart of Abra-
ham. It could be translated, for example, “your son, your only son, the one
you love, Isaac.” Can you feel the intensity of emotion? “Your son,” is power-
ful enough, but God raises the bar, “Your only son,” and if that isn’t enough,
“the one you love,” would stir Abraham’s heart even more. Finally, God called
him by name; “Isaac!” This is the one God required. “Sacrifice him there as a

burnt offering...”
Abraham Immediately Responded (22:3-7)

22:3. Abraham began preparations to obey God at once. His response tells
us at least two things about Abraham. One was that he was truly and whole-
heartedly committed to God. Abraham would act according to the commit-
ments he had made as a part of entering into covenant with God. Abraham
believed in the One True God, placed faith in Him, and was now following
Him in obedience.

Two, Abraham’s response tells us he knew exactly what God wanted him
to do. This idea is consistent throughout Scripture. When God spoke, those
to whom He spoke knew it was God and knew what God wanted them to
do. Abraham was no exception. He knew what God required, and obedience
compelled him to act.

22:4-5. Abraham traveled three days to the mountain God showed him. It
was now “crunch time” so to speak. The weight of the burden of obedience

now got very heavy indeed. Nevertheless, we see a determined Abraham con-
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tinuing in his obedience even though he knows the outcome of that obedi-

ence will be very costly indeed.

22:6-7. There was a powerful expression of faith from Abraham as he pre-
pared to leave his servants behind. He said, “We will worship, and then we will
come back to you” (Genesis 22:5, italics mine). The writer of Hebrews helps
us understand Abraham’s statement, saying, “Abraham reasoned that God
could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac
back from death” (Hebrews 11:19). We know the rest of the story, but cer-
tainly in that moment Abraham did not know how things would go. It was,
therefore, an expression of his faith in the power and goodness of God to say
in essence, “we’ll be back.”

God Provided for the Sacrifice (22:8-14)

22:8. When we reach this part of the story, Isaac asked the obvious ques-
tion. Isaac saw that Abraham had all the required items for the sacrifice ex-
cept for the most obvious item. “Where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”
Isaac asked.

Abraham responded with another faith declaration. “God himself will
provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” It was a powerful expres-
sion of faith, indeed, because at that point in the story, Abraham had no
proof that such an animal would be found. He believed God would provide,
and of course, God did provide. Additionally, in that moment, Abraham was

still acting in obedience to offer Isaac.

22:9-10. The moment had come. Abraham’s love for God, for Isaac, for his
covenant relationship with God, and for his faith in God’s goodness had all
intersected. Surely Abraham did not understand it all. Surely Abraham, if giv-
en the opportunity, would have written out a different story for himself and
for Isaac. Yet there he was, acting in obedience to God, with his son bound
and his knife raised to complete the sacrifice. How did he arrive at such a crit-
ical moment? How could he complete such an act of obedience? How could he

not have, as Jonah tried to do, just run away from the whole thing?
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22:11-14. God stopped the test. In the critical moment, “the angel of the
LORD called out to him from heaven... ‘do not lay a hand on the boy ... do not
Then Abraham, for the first time heard this whole thing
was a test of his own faithfulness. “Now I know that you fear God, because

23]

do anything to him.

you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” In other words,
Abraham passed the test. And God provided a ram in which Abraham sacri-
ficed as a burnt offering instead of his son.

So, the whole emphasis of the mountain top event changed from a sacri-
fice of Abraham’s only son to a celebration of Abraham’s faith and a time to
worship God as the One who Provides. Verse 14 tells us that Abraham named
the place, “The LORD will provide.” I imagine this time of worship was mov-
ing, powerful, and memorable. It also was a fulfillment of Abraham’s words to
the servants back in verse 5 when he said, “We will worship and then we will
come back to you.” Knowing the full account of the story, this moment hits
all of us squarely in the heart. God is good, indeed. He can be fully trusted,
always. His mercies endure forever.

A Celebration of Abraham’s Faithful Obedience (22:15-18)

The angel of the LORD called out a second time. On this occasion, the an-
gel praised Abraham’s faithful obedience, and reiterated God’s promises to
bless Abraham and his descendants. The angel said, “I will surely bless you
and make your descendants as numerous as the stars...and through your off-
spring all the nations on the earth will be blessed.” Please do not miss this
crucial connection found in the answer to this simple question: Why did all
these blessings come? Because Abraham trusted God enough to act in obedi-
ence and faithfulness.

Of course, all the nations of the earth were blessed by Abraham’s off-
spring, which was Jesus, Himself (Galatians 3:16). The greatest of all bless-
ing’s humankind has ever received from the Lord is the salvation and eternal

life God provides through the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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Focusing on the Meaning

God tests our faith because He loves us. I am reminded of the beautiful
words of Jesus in John, chapter 15, “I am the true vine, and my Father is
the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful”
(John 15:1-2). God, the Master Gardener of the human heart and soul, wants
His people to be fruitful Christians; to be faithful and obedient followers of
our Lord, Jesus. So, He will prune us when necessary, so we may bear more
fruit.

I think of Abraham’s testing in the same way. Certainly, his faith in the
LORD God was strengthened by his experience. Can you imagine how he
shared the story of the mountain top with his wife and friends after he re-
turned home? Can you hear the excitement and passion in his voice as he
described the critical moment when God intervened and saved the day? Can
you feel the relief and joy in his heart as he described how they found the
ram in the thicket? I think Abraham’s life trajectory changed for the better
and changed in such a way that he was stronger in his faith than ever before
because of the moment when he experienced God as Provider.

Perhaps God is testing your faith right now. Maybe the One who loves
you is doing some pruning work because He knows what is best for you and
greatly desires that you become a fruit-bearing Christian. Maybe He wants
you to know Him as the Great Provider that He is. Maybe He wants you to
share His love and salvation with others.

The results of obedience we see in Abraham’s story is that God blessed
all the nations of the world. Perhaps in your own faithful obedience God will
reach out and bless those of your world, too. Remember that when the chal-
lenges to faith and belief come to us, when the storms of life are raging and
when obedience may look quite foolish, what we do next reveals what we
really believe about God. Will we obey God? Will we stand firm in our faith?
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Ask the class to brainstorm some things that are impossible (or almost
impossible). Responses could include raising one eyebrow, licking your
elbow, wiggling your ear, writing your name in water, going back in
time, making your mother-in-law’s favorite recipe correctly, keeping

your children happy, etc.

2. Then ask, Has God ever asked you to do something very difficult? Be pre-
pared to share a personal word, and you might want to enlist a class
member or two ahead of time to share a word of testimony about his or
her journey with God.

Guide the Study

3. Introduce a previously enlisted guest who will rehearse, or look back,
at Abraham’s life, beginning with Genesis 11:27, to better understand
how God prepared Abraham for this imposing and difficult (some would
even say unreasonable) task. Be sure to include Abraham’s call, his fam-

ily story, and his reluctance to totally trust God for a son.

4. Call attention to the focal passage, Genesis 22:1-18. Ask each class
member to read aloud a verse or two to the group, or you may want to
assign specific verses to a few class members (reader 1: verses 1-5; read-
er 2: verses 6-12; reader 3: verses 13-18).

5. Invite members to use reference tools such as concordances, topical Bi-
bles, Bible apps, websites, or Internet searches to find Scriptures related
to the following words: Obedience, Impossible Tasks, Testing Faith, Tri-
als, God’s Provision, God’s Call, Trusting God, Sacrifice, and Covenant.

They may choose to work alone, in pairs, or in groups as desired.
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6. After ample time for the Scripture search, ask, What do the Scriptures

you found suggest about the possibility, importance, and rewards of obedi-
ence? How do they relate to our passage in Genesis 227

. Share a brief overview of Genesis 22:1-18 to present the story of God’s

faithfulness and provision following Abraham’s obedience. Tie together
the thoughts and passages shared from the Scripture search.

Encourage Application

8. When distinguished youth professor Phil Briggs (1933-2021) would

speak at a church, he would often refer to this passage. He would say,
“We have the wood—the very best resources available. We have the
fire—the power of the Holy Spirit to enable us to do anything. But
where is the sacrifice?” That was Isaac’s question, and perhaps it is our
question too. Are we willing to sacrifice for God to accomplish His purposes?
Allow time for discussion and response to Dr. Briggs’ words of wisdom,
then suggest the question we must answer today is, Do I fully trust God’s
plan for my life?

. Invite members to consider the six questions from the Study Guide at

the end of the lesson. As you discuss question 1, point out that God is
not going to ask you to sacrifice your son; He sacrificed His. But He may
ask you to sacrifice:

+ Your leisure time for faithful church attendance and ministry in-
volvement.

+ Your career direction by serving Him vocationally.

+ Your financial resources by giving faithfully, regularly, and abundant-
ly.

+ Your vacation time to serve with others in/on a mission project.

+ Your fear by sharing Christ with someone else.



Lesson 2: The Results of Obedience 31

10. Invite a class member to close in prayer, asking God to empower the

class to respond obediently to a sacrifice they may be called to consider

this week.
DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life

1. Ask, What is the most difficult thing you have been asked to do? You may
want to enlist a couple of members who will be ready to share their sto-
ries.

2. Write the following phrases on a markerboard and at the bottom write
the question, Where do I turn? (A copy of this assignment is available in
“Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.) Allow
time for thought and response for each phrase.

+ When things don’t make sense,

+ When things are difficult,

+ When things do not go my way,

+ When things bring me difficulty and hardship,
« When I do not understand,

+ When I do not have the courage to act,

« Where do I turn?

Guide the Study

3. Invite several previously enlisted members to read verses 1-10 in multi-
ple Bible versions and translations (NASB, ESV, the Message, NIV, etc.).
Then note that whatever version or translation we use, we cannot make
this passage palatable. It is not easy to understand, or easy to follow. It

just doesn’t make sense to us!
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4. If you prefer using an outline when teaching, consider following the

outline presented in the Study Guide:
+ The Testing of Faith (22:1-5)

+ The Proving of Faith (22:6-12)

« The Outcomes of Faith (22:13-18)

. Read aloud Genesis 22:1-5 to the class, asking them to listen for times

when Abraham could have disengaged from God. Note that in verse 1,
he answered God. Point out that in verse 3, he arose early, saddled his
donkey, cut the wood, and went to the place God told him. In verse 5, he
left the others behind and took Isaac on ahead. Ask, At what point in this
journey might you and I be tempted to “step out” of the picture? When would
it be tempting to disengage with God? What if Abraham had simply ignored
God or said, “no thanks?”

. Read Genesis 22:6-12 and note that the testing of Abraham’s faith is

getting very real. It is no longer a mental concept or a matter of the
heart, this testing becomes the physical act of sacrifice. Remind the
class that Isaac was God’s promise, the person whom God sent to carry
out the covenant He made with Abraham. Is the covenant over with the
sacrifice of Isaac? Ask the question one more time, When (in this part of
the story) would it be tempting to disengage with God?

. Ask the following discussion questions:

+ In what ways did Abraham display his total faith and trust in God?

+ Do you think Abraham was willing, really willing, to sacrifice his own
son?

+ What does it mean in verse 8 when Abraham comments that God will
provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering?

+ How does God miraculously provide for Abraham and reward his
faith?

+ What about Isaac’s trust at this point? Do you think he trusts Abra-
ham as his earthly father, or God as his Heavenly Father?
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8. As a sidenote, you may want to share that Jews believe the very site of
this sacrifice lies in Jerusalem today under the Dome of the Rock. Feel

free to share additional details about this as time allows.

9. Askamember to tell the rest of the story by reading aloud or paraphras-
ing Genesis 22:13-18. Invite class members to brainstorm significant

findings from these verses. Findings might include:
+ God provided a sacrifice, just as Abraham knew He would.

+ Abraham named the place “The Lord will provide.” Often in Scripture
we see a significant name for a significant place.

+ God’s covenant with Abraham was restated (compare this covenant
statement to the one in Genesis 12:1-3).

10. Direct members to two additional passages—James 1:12 and Hebrews

11:17-19. Read aloud the passages and ask the following questions:
+ How do these passages help us better understand Abraham’s faith

journey?

« What was Abraham’s backup plan if God had not stopped the sacri-
fice?

+ What is the promise for those who withstand the tests and trials God

allows in our lives?

Encourage Application

11. Share this from the “Implications and Actions” in the Study Guide:
“Tests or trials come in two forms. Satan tempts us, trying to get us to
fall short of reaching our God-given potential. God tests us to show us
where we are spiritually, and to prove that our faith and relationship
with Him is alive and productive. God wants us to grow continually in
our faith, in our character, in our spiritualty, and in our spiritual influ-
ence for God.



34

HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD: Passing the Faith Along

12.

13.

14.

We need to recognize the source and purpose of any particular testing.
Is the source from Satan, who tempts us to sin, or is the testing allowed
by God, to reveal to us and others His power at work in our life?”

Point out that the bottom line for our study today rests in the question,
Do I fully trust God’s plan for my life? Invite members to ponder how we
can demonstrate our trust. You might ask a volunteer to write respons-
es on a markerboard.

« If time allows, share these follow-up questions to the main question
above:

+ How is His plan better than my plan?
+ How is God’s timing better than my timing?

+ How are God’s resources better than my resources? (They all belong
to Him!)

Close in prayer, encouraging class members to trust in God this week by
being obedient to His call and plan.



Focal Text Background

Genesis 50:15-20 James 1:2-3; Romans 8:28
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Genesis 50 is the conclusion of one of the most powerful and emotional sto-
ries in the Bible. It is the story of Joseph and his family; a story fraught with
lies and deceits, with unlikely turns and suffering, and with very clear expres-
sions of God’s sovereignty. Through Joseph’s dreams and his father’s favor-
itism, through his brothers’ jealousies and violence, and even through many
years in an Egyptian prison, God was at work in Joseph’s life.

When Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt, certainly they
thought they would never see him again. They took his robe, stained it in
blood and lied to their father that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal.
Their treachery was despicable, and their hearts hardened in their sins.

But God had a plan for Joseph. God blessed Joseph and raised him up in
power in Egypt. When a famine brought his brothers to Egypt to buy food,
Joseph suddenly found himself in power over them. He could exact his re-
venge for the suffering they caused, or he could choose to forgive them. He
chose the latter.

What is our posture when people offend us? When someone has caused
us to suffer, or has lied about us, or has caused irreparable harm, how do we
respond? Our choices are the same as Joseph’s. Also, like Joseph, we can ex-

perience our very best with God when we choose to be a blessing to others.

Interpreting the Scriptures

Joseph's Brothers Feared His Retribution (50:15-17)

50:15. The question the brothers were considering is a peek inside their own
hearts. I think it shows they were still very much troubled by the treacheries
of their own past, specifically, that they had sold their brother into slavery
and lied to their father about it for a couple of decades. Perhaps they nev-
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er really understood how Joseph could forgive them. Maybe they projected
their own feelings onto Joseph knowing they would not forgive if the roles
had been reversed. Nevertheless, there were feelings of distrust still abiding
in their hearts.

The death of their father, Jacob, had brought those feelings to the fore-
front. Perhaps they had thought Jacob was their cover, and that Joseph
would restrain himself while Jacob lived. Now all that had changed. “What
if Joseph holds a grudge and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?”
That was their dilemma. Again, I think it was more a reflection of their own
hearts. I think it was what they would have done. It was clear they still did

not know or understand the forgiveness Joseph was offering.

50:16-17. So, the brothers schemed a plan. They would tell Joseph that Ja-
cob told them to tell him that he should forgive his brothers. They even added
a spiritual component: “Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the
God of your father.” Nice.

Had Jacob actually said those things? The Bible does not specifically say.
It is very unlikely, however, given the brothers’ history. They were schemers
and liars from the beginning. Because of their bitter jealousies of Joseph,
they schemed a plan to get rid of him. Genesis 37 tells us, “So Joseph went
after his brothers and found them near Dothan. But they saw him in the dis-
tance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him” (Genesis 37:17-
18). Cooler heads prevailed, so they found a caravan heading to Egypt and
sold Joseph instead. They followed that scheme with a new one. They lied to
their father about what happened to Joseph.

So, the brother’s actions in chapter 50 seemed to indicate they were hold-
ing on to their scheming ways. They would attempt to buffer Joseph’s re-
sponse to them by inventing a story that their dead father could not deny. I
think Joseph saw right through them.

The Brothers Fell Prostrate Before Joseph (50:18)

So, the brothers had a plan in place. They concocted their story that Jacob
said before he died that Joseph should forgive his brothers for all the sins
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and wrongs, they committed against him. Jacob said you have to forgive; that
was their story.

It was time to convince Joseph of their sincerity. So “His brothers then
came and threw themselves down before him,” declaring they were now his
slaves. I can almost see them peeking upward from the floor trying to gauge if
their display had struck a chord in Joseph’s heart. I also cannot help but won-
der if Joseph, seeing this display, was not remembering his dreams from so
many years ago. Those were dreams in which Joseph saw his brothers bowing
down before him. His brothers knew exactly what he was saying, which was
the beginning of their jealousies and rage. Genesis 37:8 says, “His brothers
said to him, ‘Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And
they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.” Lo
and behold, there they were bowing before him. Joseph was their ruler, in-
deed.

So, what would he do? Joseph had the power in Egypt to do whatever he
wanted, no questions asked. If he wanted to exact revenge, he could do so.
If he wanted their heads, he could have them. Again, no one would second

guess anything he wanted to do. Given those conditions, what would you do?
Joseph Responded to His Brothers (50:19-20)

Joseph made a choice. He chose forgiveness and kindness. He turned the
other cheek. He had enough vision and discernment to see that God had
worked a great good even through the evil his brothers had shown him. So,
he proclaimed, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”

I think this is one of the most remarkable moments in all of the Bible. It
is remarkable in that Joseph forgave his brothers, yes, but also remarkable,
even wondrous, that Joseph saw the hand of God guiding the entirety of his
life, including the pain, and suffering he endured for so many years. It was all
about what God was doing. That’s how Joseph saw it. God was at work to save
a world from the seven years of famine. God was at work even through the
miseries Joseph experienced. God redeemed it all. Joseph, in turn, extended

God’s redemption and grace to his brothers.
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Joseph also demonstrated humility and wisdom. “Am I in the place of
God?” he asked. Certainly, there were many times, years even, when Joseph,
languishing in an Egyptian prison, falsely accused, and rejected by his own
family, felt these crushing burdens weighing down his heart and soul, drain-
ing the life out of him. Certainly, there were thousands upon thousands of
prayers Joseph lifted up to God for justice, for deliverance, for his freedoms,
or maybe just to be seen and heard for the truth he could share. Throughout
those days and years, however, Joseph never lost his faith in the One True
God, the Covenant God of his father, Isaac.

“Am [ in the place of God” reminds me of Isaiah 45:9, which says, “Woe to
those who quarrel with his Maker ... Does the clay say to the potter, ‘What are
you making?” Interestingly, God had already answered that question just a
few verses earlier when he said, “I am the LORD, and there is no other. I form
the light and create darkness. I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the
LORD, do all these things (Isaiah 45:6b-7).

Focusing on the Meaning

We often hear people say things like, “God has a plan for your life.” What
we usually mean by that is something like God loves us and gives our lives
meaning through and by His relationship with us. I think that statement is
biblically accurate and true. I also believe, however, there may be a better way
of thinking.

Maybe we should just say, “God has a plan.” God’s plan cannot be frus-
trated or defeated. His will shall be done on the earth. As Job said, “I know
you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted” (Job 42:2). If
God is working out His plans, and if it is absolutely certain that He will bring
those plans into being, we would be wise to join with God in His glorious
work, and to ask Him to reveal Himself so we might follow Him in faith.

Our study passage shows us a Joseph who was keenly aware God was
at work. Joseph knew his Covenant God to be sovereign in all His affairs.
Therefore Joseph, in spite of his sufferings and trials, remained faithful to

God and was “ready” when the moments came that God would use Joseph as
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His mouthpiece. Not only did Joseph declare God’s Word to the Pharaoh and
to all of Egypt, but he also declared God’s sovereignty and grace to his own
family members. His ability to see that God was at work even through the
harm his brothers intended is truly miraculous and beautiful.

There is much evil and harm in our world as well. Sometimes it is diffi-
cult to remain faithful and true to the Lord, especially when that requires us
to forgive those who have harmed us. I am reminded of Romans 8:28, “And
we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.” God can, and does redeem all
things, even those that are so difficult in this life, and which cause us confu-
sion and pain. He purposes to save all those who trust in Jesus. He will bring

it to pass.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Bring and display two large pairs of shoes for the class. Label one pair
When Life Catches Up and the second pair When You are Large and In
Charge. Ask the class to brainstorm things we do in life that can catch up
to us and eventually cause us difficulty. Responses might include poor
eating habits, lack of exercise, poor dating and relationship choices, not
asking forgiveness, not changing your oil, not saving financial resourc-
es, etc. Remind the class that people who wear the When Life Catches Up
shoes will reap what they sow, or as we say in Texas, their chickens will

soon come home to roost!

2. Now ask members to imagine themselves wearing the other pair of
shoes. Point out that when you wear the Large and In Charge shoes you
have power, control, and sometimes even ultimate authority over the
wellbeing of those who caused you great harm! You can forgive, or you
can punish. You can restore, or you can harm. Comment that in today’s
Bible passage we see life catching up to Joseph’s brothers, who could
face his wrath and great punishment now that their father was dead
and could no longer ask for their protection. Note that we will also see
Joseph’s forgiveness and compassion, even though he was in a position
to repay his brothers for their evil deeds.

Guide the Study

3. Point out that the Bible narrative for today reads like a three-act play.
Call attention to the outline from the Study Guide and display it on a
markerboard to guide the study:

« Act One: The Evil Difficulties Faced (Genesis 37:18-36)
« Act Two: The Guilt That Remained (Genesis 50:15-17)
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Act Three: The Good That God Accomplished (Genesis 50:20-21)

4. Introduce a previously enlisted playwright, someone who will set the

stage for the class to write a play during the study. Ask the playwright

to share basic background information for today’s study, including the

family story of Isaac, Esau, and Jacob found in Genesis 24—35.

5. Then invite class members to prepare a script for the three-act play by

doing the following (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching

Resource Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.):

Choose the Act (Bible passage) you would like to explore, and then
gather with another class member or two who is interested in the

same passage.

Read the passage silently and aloud, both individually and with your
small group. Then consider the question, “What four scenes (facts or
observations) from this passage need to be included in the script?”
Scan the entire story of Joseph (Genesis 37, 39-50) to gather addi-
tional details.

Enlist one of your team members to serve as the scribe, and to re-
cord the four findings, along with any additional thoughts the team
shared. Enlist another person, if available, to present your findings
to the entire class.

6. As each Act (group) shares their findings, be ready to present the fol-

lowing questions for discussion:

Which pair of shoes did the players in your Act wear? When Life Catch-
es Up, or When You Are Large and In Charge? Remind members that
these shoes can interchange quickly depending upon circumstances.

If you were going to add a title to the three-act play, what would it be?

Whom (which Bible character) did you most identify with as you pre-
pared your script? Why?

After groups have shared, point out that there seems to be a dichoto-

my, maybe even a great divide, running through the middle of our nar-



Lesson 3: Bloom Where You're Planted 43

rative, perhaps best represented by the shoes. We observe the contrast
between those (the brothers) whose pasts have led them to a point of
worry and concern, and those (namely Joseph) who have remained

faithful and have few fears regarding judgment or retribution.

Encourage Application
7. Ask members to look at the shoes one last time, and consider the fol-
lowing questions (some may want to respond aloud, others silently):
+ Which pair of shoes are you wearing at the moment?

+ Are there those whom you need to seek forgiveness in order to bloom

where you are planted?
+ Do you need to be reminded of God’s forgiveness today?

+ Is there someone you need to forgive, and become a blessing in his or
her life?

+ Are you using your power, position, or influence to bless others?

8. Remind class members that our overall study this quarter explores our
great God, who can use us to bless others in His kingdom.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Read the story of Paganini and One String to the class. (A copy of this
assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at
www.gc2press.org.) Invite class members to recall and share similar sto-
ries about the importance of attitude. During the discussion be sure to
share Chuck Swindoll’s observation that the longer he lives, the more
convinced he becomes that life is 10% of what happens to us and 90%
how we respond to it.

2. Point out that our study aim today is to understand that we can expe-

rience God’s best when we react positively to negative experiences. Our
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example is Joseph, who took his personal life of suffering and turned it

into a ministry of helping other people.

Guide the Study

3. Read aloud the first three paragraphs of “The Evil Difficulties Faced”
(from the Study Guide) to set the stage for today’s lesson. Direct the
group to Genesis 37:12-36 and invite a volunteer to read the passage
from the Message (MSG). Then ask the following discussion questions
for class response:

+ In what ways was Joseph innocent, and in what ways may he have
invited the difficulty he incurred?

« What led the brothers to take such strong actions against Joseph?

+ Were the brother’s actions premeditated, or simply a choice of oppor-
tunity?

+ How does Romans 8:28 speak into this part of Joseph’s story?

4. Invite members to scan their Bibles as you point out the forthcoming
difficulties Joseph would face after being sold into slavery (falsely ac-
cused, forgotten in prison). Ask, What seemed to be Joseph’s perspective,
even during his difficult days? How was it possible for Joseph to continue to

rise above his circumstances?

5. As you read it aloud, note that Genesis 50:15-18 presents a new crisis
point for the brothers. After all that has been said and done, their father
was dead, and Joseph was in charge of their future. Invite the group to

discuss the significance of the following:

+ Joseph moved his entire family to Egypt during the famine and be-
came their provider/sustainer.
+ Joseph was postured second to the king; he had unlimited power and

authority. The future of his family was at his disposal.

+ Joseph and his brothers returned their father’s body to Canaan, then
returned to Egypt themselves.
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6. Call attention to Genesis 45:4-15, where we observe that Joseph had al-
ready forgiven his brothers. Ask, Why would the brothers be concerned for
Joseph’s possible retribution when he had already forgiven them? How can
guilt get in the way of giving or accepting forgiveness? How many times must
we forgive someone for the same wrong? How important was it for Joseph to
deal with his bitterness and disappointment toward his brothers? Note that
if he had not completely forgiven his brothers, Joseph could have been
as enslaved to guilt as they were. (A copy of this assignment is available

in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

7. Ask a volunteer to read Genesis 50:19-21 to the group. Consider these
questions as time allows:

« What godly characteristics did Joseph display in his response to his
brothers’ concern?

+ How did he assure his brothers of his forgiveness?

+ What was Joseph’s perspective on the direction his life had taken?

Encourage Application

8. Invite a class member to share the definition of the word “forgive” from
the introduction in the Study Guide. Then ask class members to ponder
the questions, How do you think Joseph’s life would have been different had
he not been able to forgive those who hurt him? What does it mean to bloom
where you are planted?

9. Remind class members that this passage tells of a deeply personal fam-
ily journey. Through the good times and bad times, through the disap-
pointments with family and others, Joseph was a model of forgiveness
and blessing for us. Close in prayer, asking God to help us rise above our
circumstances to bless others.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

The early chapters of Joshua describe the invasion of the Promised Land.
God’s people had been freed from their slavery in Egypt, had wandered and
languished in the desert for forty years because of their sins, but were now
ready to act upon the promises of God and take the land He had set apart for
them. Taking the land would be a struggle, and it would be costly. Following
God in faithful obedience almost always is. Please remember how Jesus de-
scribed the cost of following Him in faith: “Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For who-
ever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will
save it” (Luke 9:23-24).

Following God in faith to possess the Promised Land would involve war-
fare. Lives would be at risk. Their faith in God would be tested. Their futures
remained uncertain except for the words of the promises themselves. The
hearts of the previous generation had failed at this very point, and that was
why they remained in the desert for forty years. What would the people do
now?

Rahab also had her faith and belief tested. When she heard of the One
True God and how He had done amazing, miraculous, and powerful things
for His people, her heart and spirit were moved to the point that she acted to
help the Hebrew spies who had entered her city. Her actions would be con-
sidered treasonous and put her life in jeopardy, but she helped hide the spies
and made a covenant with them instead. Why did she do so? Because she
believed the stories told her about the One True God and she chose to leave
her past and follow Him.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

The Intersection of Faith and Life (2:1)

Joshua sent two spies to look at Jericho’s defenses and to report back. Those
two spies happened to enter the home of a woman named Rahab. At this
point, Rahab’s life changed. Confronted with stories of the One True God,
and now with two men in her home who could give personal accounts to the
glory of God, Rahab realized she was at a crossroads. She could continue with
life as she had known it or go in an entirely different direction. She chose the
latter.

The Cost of Following God in Faith (2:2-3)

Now the King of Jericho had been informed there were enemy spies in his
city. Specifically, they were in Rahab’s house. So, Rahab was thrust into the
spotlight. She must now answer the king, himself, regarding the two spies.
The king’s order was specific. “Bring out the men who came to you and
entered your house, because they have come to spy out the whole land.” The
stakes could not be any higher. The king’s order could not be refused. The
spies had been seen in her home. Her failure to cooperate could cost her life.

Rahab Chose to Follow God (2:4-7)

Because Rahab had chosen to side with Joshua’s men and with the God they
proclaimed, she hid them and lied to the king about what happened, claiming
they had left the city before the evening gates had closed. She even baited
the king saying, essentially, “if you hurry, you can still catch them!” The king
believed Rahab and sent a search party out of the city to find Joshua’s men.
In the meantime, Rahab was having a conversation with the spies on the roof
of her home.
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Rahab Revealed How She Came to Believe in the One True
God (2:8-10)

Rahab found the evidence of God’s power and presence to be overwhelming.
She had heard of the great deliverance from Egypt, specifically how the LORD
had brought His people through the midst of the Red Sea on dry ground, and
then how the LORD had defeated the Amorite Kings, Sihon and Og, and how
utter and complete had been the destruction of all who had attempted to
oppose this great and glorious LORD God.

2:8-9. So Rahab had a conversation with the spies she had hidden, and Ra-
hab spoke about her belief and faith in the LORD God. She started with, “I
know that the LORD has given you this land...” How did Rahab know? While
the Bible does not directly say, I think it is pretty easy to do the math on
this one. One, Rahab had heard the stories of the great works the LORD had
done for His people. Two, Rahab believed in her heart that the LORD would
continue those mighty works. Three, Jericho was next as the doorway to the

Promised Land.

2:10. Rahab continued speaking with the spies, saying, “We have heard...”
about the Red Sea and the defeat of the kings east of the Jordan. The news
of what God was doing reached Rahab’s ears, and she found the stories con-
vincing. Her faith in God happened because she heard of God’s mighty works.

In the same way, the news about God and, more specifically, Jesus reached
the ears of the people of Samaria in John’s gospel, chapter four. There we find
the famous story of the woman at the well. When she became convinced that
Jesus was at least a prophet, and perhaps even the Christ, she left her water
jar and ran back to her village telling all about Jesus and the encounter she
had with Him. The Samaritans of the village heard her story, investigated for
themselves, and they believed Jesus was the Savior of the world (John 4:42).
Herein is a biblical principle: Faith happens because people hear the Word of
God and hear about the works of God (compare Romans 10:17).
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Rahab Made a Covenant With the Spies (2:11-16)

Rahab’s proclamation of faith reached its climax as she declared, “...the LORD
your God is God in heaven above and on earth below.” Fully convinced in her
newfound faith and ready to leave behind her previous life, she threw caution
to the wind. She made a covenant with God through Joshua’s men saying,
“Please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family...”

There are at least two items noteworthy in her testimony. One, she ap-
pealed to the One True God, the LORD, as the witness to the covenant she
was making. Two, she used a Hebrew word, chesed to communicate the lev-
el of commitment she was ready to demonstrate. Translated with the word
“kindness” in Joshua 2:12, chesed communicates the absolute highest and
most powerful covenant love God shows His people. It is the word used in
Psalm 23 where God’s Word says, “Surely goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life” (Psalm 23:6). Rahab was making an unbreakable vow.
Note: The words “chesed” and “hesed” (Study Guide) are closely related. These
are two unique words but closely related, creating similar perspectives from
both authors.

Joshua’s Men Responded to the Covenant (2:17-20)

A covenant is, by design, an agreement between two or more parties. In this
case, promises were made between Rahab on the one side and Joshua’s men
on the other. Having heard Rahab’s promise, Joshua’s men responded with
promises of their own. They promised the following. One, the oath would
only be binding if the invasion of Jericho actually happened. Two, the sign
for the spies to spare the occupants of Rahab’s house would be a scarlet cord.
Three, anyone outside the house with the scarlet cord would not be protected.

Four, if Rahab told anyone about their covenant, it should be made invalid.

The Plan Was Put Into Action, and the Scarlet Cord Was
Tied to the Window (2:21)

The most important part of this verse is simply that the first actual steps
were taken putting faith into action. “So she sent them away, and they de-

parted” was the point of no return. Her faith had been put into motion. She
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had “burned the ships,” so to speak, with her past. As a second sign of her
faith, she tied the scarlet cord in the window. This was an outward symbol of
her inner faith and belief.

There are some who see the scarlet cord as a symbol of God’s mercy. They
point out that the scarlet cord in the window is similar to the blood on the
doorposts of the Hebrew homes on the night when the death angel passed
over and did not strike the first born of those homes. The spreading of the
blood on the doorposts was an act of faith that God saw and honored. In the
same way, still others have pointed to the blood Christ shed on the cross. An
act of faith is also required as one believes in the work of Christ on the cross

for salvation and in the shedding of His blood for the forgiveness of sins.

Focusing on the Meaning

Rahab’s story is a challenging one for a variety of reasons. It is also similar
to our own stories in this way: The Lord confronted Rahab by His actions
and through the testimonies of His people. As a result, Rahab had to make a
choice. She had to choose between staying in her old life or turning in faith
to a new life. She chose to follow the Lord, even though such a choice could
potentially be very costly.

In the same way, you and I face those same choices. God has and will con-
tinue to reveal Himself through His creation, the testimonies of His people,
His Word, and His Holy Spirit. God’s revelation always requires a response of
faith and belief. In Romans 10 that response sounds like this: “If you declare
with your mouth, Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). In faith and in repen-
tance, we turn away from our old lives and turn to Jesus as Savior and Lord.

I think our baptism is also similar to Rahab’s experience. Believer’s bap-
tism is an outward symbol of an inner faith. It is a way of proclaiming our
faith in Christ, and it is an act of obedience. When we are publicly baptized,
we are “tying the scarlet cord in the window” for all to see. We are declaring

that Jesus is our Savior and Lord.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Place an old-style rotary or push-button phone on a table or desk in
your meeting room. Tell the class that phones, in general, have come a
long way since these older models, and can perhaps do more things than
most of us ever imagined. But one reality remains constant in our world
of technology—when you are on hold, you are still on hold! That hasn’t
changed! Ask members to share some of the occasions when they have
been on hold (doctor’s office; auto repairs; cable or television company;
phone company; appliance repairs; bank or credit cards calls; govern-
ment offices; ordering Christmas gifts; returns; etc.). Then point out
that you are usually on hold because someone is unavailable. The irony

is that while you are on hold, you are also unavailable!

2. Ask, What does it mean to be available? How does the conversation change
when someone on the other end of the phone line says, “at your service” rath-
er than “can you hold?” Direct class members to Joshua 2 and share that
in today’s study they will meet a rather unlikely person who was totally
available to God!

Guide the Study

3. Prepare sentence strips from Joshua 2:1-7. (A copy of this assignment is
available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.gc2press.
org.) Challenge class members to choose a sentence strip (or two, de-
pending upon class size) and place it in the correct order on a focal wall.
For larger rooms, you may want to use poster-size strips for this activi-
ty. Have a volunteer read aloud the passage after sentences are placed in
order. Comment that these verses provide the backdrop of today’s study
about availability. Note that both the spies and Rahab made themselves
available for their God-sized tasks.



Lesson 4: Being Available to God 53

4. Then ask members to read along with you as you read aloud verses 8-14.
Encourage them to look and listen for significant phrases that give
depth and meaning to this part of the Bible story. Write the phrases
they discover on a markerboard (perhaps located closely to the sentence

strips placed in step 3). Meaningful phrases may include:
+ Iknow that the Lord has given you the land

+ We have heard

+ Our hearts melted

+ There was no spirit left in any man

+ Heis God in the heavens above and the earth below

+ Our life for yours even to death

Lead members to discover the context, meaning, and significance of
the above phrases, as well as others that might be identified, by asking
who, what, where, when, why, and how questions.

5. Askavolunteer to read verses 15-21 to the group. Ask the class to share

responses to the following discussion questions:

+ How do Rahab’s and the spies’ actions demonstrate their availability

for this mission?

« How do Rahab’s and the spies’ actions demonstrate their faith that

God will accomplish His purpose?

+ What is the significance of the deal struck between the spies and Ra-
hab?

+ How did Rahab’s knowledge, combined with her newly found faith,

demonstrate she was, in fact, part of the family of God?

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

6. Look ahead with the class to Joshua 6 and give a brief account of the
Battle of Jericho. Invite a member to read Joshua 6:22-25. Point out
that the two spies were once again called to a specific task—this time
to make right their earlier promise to spare Rahab and her family. Com-

ment that God uses our availability to bring about His purposes.
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Encourage Application

7. Call attention to questions 1 and 3 in the Study Guide. Invite members

to share their replies aloud (perhaps omitting names for question 1).

8. Mention that we all know Rahab had a past that was spiritually flawed.
Then ask individuals to consider the following questions from the Study
Guide: Is there some bad experience or memory in your past that prevents
you from being optimistic about God using you to impact others? How does
God, being able to use Rahab to accomplish His divine purposes, give you
hope and optimism that God can use you today, and in the future? Be ready
to offer support and encouragement with those who may decide to
share responses aloud.

9. Close in prayer, committing your availability to God for the week ahead.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Invite a previously enlisted member or two to share the plot of his or
her favorite spy movie, novel, or story. Be ready to share one of your
own. Point out that the life of a spy is far from innocent. Spies must be
daring, adventurous, crafty, cunning, fearful, swift, patient, and much
more. And a spy has to have allies that can be trusted with life itself.

2. Comment that in Joshua 2 we find a spy story with all the elements of
a favorite movie. In the end, we will find that not only were the spies
faithful to their mission, but an ally became available to the spies be-
cause of her belief and trust in a God she had heard about.

Guide the Study

3. Present the following lesson outline from the Study Guide:
a. Risking all for God—Faith and Courage (2:1-7)
b. Relying Upon God for the Outcomes—Faith and Confession (2:8-14)
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c. Remembering our Commitments—Faith and Obedience (2:15-21)

Note that faith is the common word in each of these descriptive
phrases, and it could be likely there is a connection between our faith in
God and our availability to God.

4. Use a commentary and/or other research tools to prepare and present a

mini lecture/overview of Joshua 1, setting the stage for today’s study.

5. To explore verses 1-7 in chapter 2, read the passage aloud and ask the
following questions:

+ Was this the first time God’s people conducted a spy mission? If not,
when and where else?

+ What did the spies risk in laying out the land? What did Rahab risk
in hiding the spies?

+ Why would the spies present themselves at an inn run by a prosti-
tute? (See the sidebar, “Why Would the Spies Stay at an Inn Operated
by a Prostitute,” in the Study Guide.)

+ Why did Rahab take the initiative in hiding the spies from the king’s
men? Why do you think she made herself available?

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

6. Invite a member to read verses 8-14 to the group. Suggest that there
is a definite relationship between faith and confession (taken from the
outline in step 3). Invite the class to identify Rahab’s confessions in the
following verses:

+ Verse 9—God has given you this land.
+ Verse 10—God dried the waters and destroyed your enemies.
+ Verse 11—Our hearts melted, there was no spirit left in any of us.

Then ask, What did Rahab, an outsider, seem to know about God that
some of God’s people might not have yet known? How would one account for
her keen spiritual insight?
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7.

9.

Draw a simple chart on a markerboard and encourage class members to
identify additional people in Scripture who made themselves “Available
to God” (first column), and people who were “Unavailable to God” (sec-

ond column).

Call attention to the third point in the outline and read aloud verses
15-21. Recap the conditions upon which the spies agreed Rahab and her
family would be saved, and Rahab’s total obedience to the plan. Com-
ment that Rahab demonstrated her availability to God by her courage,

confession, and obedience.

Ask, So, how would you describe Rahab’s relationship to God? Allow time
for discussion, and even debate.

Encourage Application

10.

11.

12.

Invite the class to respond aloud to the following questions for applica-
tion:
+ How could Rahab’s past disqualify her to be available to God?

+ What do we have to do with our past in order to become available to
God?

+ Is faith something we believe, or something we do?

Read aloud the four paragraphs from the “Implications and Actions”
in the Study Guide. You may want to encourage class members to read
those paragraphs aloud, then silently respond individually.

Close in prayer.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

The Israelites, under the leadership of Joshua, have finally crossed the Jordan
River. They were ready to enter the Promised Land. This has been a journey
forty years in the making. God has been faithful every step of the way pro-
viding exactly what the Israelites needed, even when their hearts grumbled
against His plan and purpose.

Throughout the first few chapters of Joshua, God continued to fulfill His
promise and show His faithfulness. Remember, this was a new generation
from the one who crossed the Red Sea on dryland and witnessed the destruc-
tion of the Egyptian army. This generation had heard the stories of God’s
power and provision, they had experienced His sustaining grace in the wil-
derness, and now it was time to play their part in God’s story.

When it came time for the Israelites to cross the Jordan River, it was
harvest time. The time of year when the Jordan would overflow its banks.
God commanded Joshua to send the priests with the Ark of the Covenant
into this rushing water. As soon as their feet touch the water it parts, just like
the Red Sea, for the Israelites to cross into the land promised to the fathers
of the faith.

Joshua commanded a man from each tribe to grab a stone from the place
where the feet of the priest touched to build a memorial to the faithfulness
of God. God showed His faithfulness again to remind His people He was with
them, and He would help them fulfill what He was calling them to do.

The first order of business was to prepare themselves spiritually for the
work ahead. In chapter 5:1-12, we see the Israelites renewing their covenant
with God and celebrating their first Passover in Canaan.

Now, it was time for them to be strong and courageous. It was time for
them to obey the command of the Lord and take the land He had given to
them. This would not be an easy task. It began with the city of Jericho.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

Joshua Meets the Commander of God's Army (5:13-15)

5:13. Joshua left Gilgal and ended up by Jericho. He looked up and saw
a man standing before him with a sword in his hand. Imagine being Josh-
ua. You are by Jericho and out of nowhere a man appears holding a sword.
Joshua approached the man and asked him, “Are you for us, or for our adver-
saries?” Joshua was asking if the man was fighting for Israel or one of their
enemies. Was this man a soldier from one of the tribes of Israel or was he a
soldier from one of the surrounding towns or areas? The drawn sword signi-
fied a warrior ready for battle. Joshua was wondering whether he should get
ready to fight. In some ways, this episode showed Joshua’s faith. He knew
God had promised to bring victory. He had witnessed God’s power firsthand.

He approached this man with drawn sword trusting God either way.

5:14. The figure spoke a simple answer to Joshua’s question, “No.” He did
not directly answer Joshua’s question, but he did reveal his true identity
when he said, “but I am the commander of the army of the Lord. Now I have
come.” Joshua quickly realized this was not a mere soldier with worldly alle-
giances. This commander deserved ultimate respect. The commander made it
clear he was on the side of God. The question Joshua should have asked him-
self is, “am I with him?” If the battle for Jericho and the Promised Land was
to be won, then Joshua and Israel had to submit to God. Their victory only
came when their hearts were submitted to Him. This was not ultimately their
battle. God would bring the victory. The presence of the commander of His
army makes this clear. This account reminds us of other stories where God or
His representative appear to men and women throughout Scripture before a
major event or the fulfillment of a call God has placed on their lives. We think
of Abraham (Genesis 18), Jacob (Genesis 32:22-32), Moses (Exodus 3), Han-
nah (1 Samuel 1), Elisha and his servant (2 Kings 6:15-17), Mary (Luke 1),
and Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-19), among many others. Joshua
recognized the power in front of him and he bowed down and asked what

message this commander brought.
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5:15. Again, the commander did not directly answer Joshua’s question, but
spoke and told Joshua to take off his shoes because he was standing on holy
ground. Joshua obeyed. This was Joshua’s “burning bush” moment. In Exo-
dus 3, Moses encountered God in a burning bush and God called Moses to
lead His people to freedom. It was now time for Joshua to lead God’s people
into battle. Moses was told the ground he was standing on in front of the
burning bush was holy. Joshua was told the ground he was standing on in the
presence of the commander of God’s army was holy. God was getting ready to
move, and He was calling Joshua to lead His people. This was the beginning
of the conquest. God was with Joshua and Israel. God would show His power

once again.
Jericho Falls (6:1-5)

6:1. Rahab told the spies in Joshua 2, that the city of Jericho had heard the
stories of God’s power and victory over Egypt and were terrified for their
lives. The spies had seen the city and the power of the walls. We see this in
the way Jericho was completely shut down and barricaded from the people of
Israel. Normally, the city would be open during the day and then fortified by
night, but with Israel on the move, Jericho was hiding behind its formidable
walls. This would not be an easy military victory. It would take a lot of work to
get past what must have seemed like an invincible barrier to the human eye,
but there was more at work here than what we can see. Just like Elisha prayed
for the eyes of his servant to be opened in 2 Kings 6:15-17, we must ask God
to give us eyes to see His power and presence surrounding us no matter how

invincible the odds may seem. The battle is not ours.

6:2. God told Joshua the victory had been won. “See, I have given Jericho
into your hand.” God is more powerful than any wall or any army. Victory

belongs to the Lord. Joshua and Israel cannot take credit for this battle.

6:3-5. To show the victory belonged to Him, God told Joshua how Jericho
would fall. Instead of a traditional battle plan it seems Joshua was given a
ritual or ceremony to perform. God gave specific details for this procession.

The men of war would march around the city once every day for six days.
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Marching alongside the warriors would be the priests with seven trumpets
and the ark of the covenant. The ark represented the power and presence of
God. Just as the priest carried the ark into the Jordan in Joshua 3 leading
Israel into the Promised Land, they would carry the ark around Jericho rep-
resenting the victory belonging to God. God went before and with Israel into
battle. His power would fulfill His promise. On the seventh day the priests,
the ark, and the men of war would march around the wall seven times while
the priests blew their trumpets and when they finished their march, they
made one long, final blast of the trumpet. When Israel heard this trumpet
blast they would shout, and the walls of Jericho would fall. Imagine the faith
this must have taken Joshua and the army of Israel. They were called to carry
out a religious ceremony instead of a military strategy. They were marching
the ark around, blowing trumpets, and waiting for seven days. This new gen-
eration would see the power of God, but first they must show faith to obey
the commands He gave them to see this victory.

Notice how often the word seven is used in these instructions. In verse
4 alone, it is used four times. Throughout Scripture the number seven rep-
resents completeness or perfection. Here it showed the complete and total
victory of God." Jericho had no chance because God had promised to hand
over their city to Israel. This victory was won the moment Israel listened and
obeyed God’s commands. The battle was over. The trumpets were the victory
sound. The victory was complete. The walls fell and the army of Israel took
the city of Jericho. This should point our hearts toward our eternal hope in
Jesus. When He returns to the blast of the trumpet, His victory over sin, evil,
and death will be total and complete.

God did exactly what He told Joshua He would do. The victory belonged
to the Lord.

Focusing on the Meaning

We all have what seem to be impossible barriers in our own life. We all have
our own Jericho. Joshua 5:13-15 and Joshua 6:1-5 show us the power of

God over the impossible barriers before us. God is more powerful than any
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barrier, wall, or enemy. God wins the victory, and we can know He is with us
because we can know His presence.

Joshua 5:13-15 reminds us that where the presence of God is, is holy
ground. Our response to His awesome presence is humility and obedience.
Joshua recognized his own frailty and need for God to win the victory. God
had called Joshua, but God was going to have to win this battle. Joshua was
only called to be obedient, to do what God had told him to do, and to trust
God to fulfill His promise.

Israel prepared for the battle by renewing their covenant before God and
making sure they were spiritually ready. The way they began to win the battle
was a spiritual issue. We must prepare our hearts for what God wants to do in
us and for us. Where do we need to repent and renew our commitment? God
is ready to show His power in our lives. He is ready to defeat our Jerichos.

What is your personal Jericho? What seems impossible today? What is
God calling you to do in this moment in response to your Jericho? God is
faithful. He will do what He says, and He is calling you to obey His Word and
follow where He leads.

NOTES

! David M. Howard, Jr., Joshua, vo. 5, The New American Commentary
(Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing, 1998), p. 169.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Find a recording or YouTube video of the hymn, “We Are Standing on
Holy Ground.” Provide the lyrics to the class. If you like, lead the class
in singing. Then ask, Were you familiar with this hymn? What do you think
the lyrics meant to the composer? Do they have special meaning for us?

2. Begin class by saying, Our lesson today is about one of the most famous mir-
acles in the Bible—when Joshua fought the battle of Jericho, and the walls
came tumbling down. As we’ll see, it was a fearful situation for Joshua and
the Israelites, who had recently crossed the Jordan River to enter the Prom-
ised Land. They were faced right away with a powerful enemy in a walled
city. Ask, Can you think of other situations in history where rescue seemed

impossible? In your own experience?

Guide Bible Study

3. Say, Our lesson today takes its title from the incident in Joshua 5:13-15.
Ask a volunteer to read the passage. Then ask, Can you think of some
other places in the Bible where people were aware they were on holy ground?
(Moses—Exodus 3:1-6; Jacob—Genesis 28:10-17; Peter, James, and
John—Matthew 17:1-7).

4. Enlist a few people to act out a little skit. Read Joshua 6:1-5. Let two or
three people be the Israelites and two or three others be the citizens of
Jericho. Instruct the actors to speak lines that their characters might
have said or thought over the seven days of the story. You can announce
each day and let them act out a few lines. After the skit, thank the actors
and lead the class to reflect on what the biblical characters might have
thought and felt.
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5. Ask, What are some reasons God might have worked this miracle on the sev-

enth day?

. State that some people think an earthquake caused the fall of the wall

of Jericho. Ask, Does this lessen our certainty that God acted in this inci-
dent?

. Call attention to the sidebar, “What Do You Do When You Find Yourself

on Holy Ground?” in the Study Guide. Divide the class into two groups
and read aloud responsively:

+  Group One: Be humble before God.

° Group Two: Fall on your face before God.
+ Group One: Be silent before God.

° Group Two: Listen to God and let Him speak.
+ Group One: Be obedient to God.

° Group Two: Do what God is asking you to do, even if it doesn’t
make sense.

+  Group One: Be a person of action.
° Group Two: Stand up, go out, and fulfill God’s calling in your life.

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Encourage Application

8. Ask, Is holy ground a physical location or a state of mind? Allow the class to

discuss; note that it could be either or both. Then ask, What is needed for
a holy ground experience?

. Say, Think of a time when you thought all was lost, but later you realized the

Lord solved your problem. Have you ever been surprised to realize God was

on your side when you didn’t see it?

10. Ask, What are some “Jerichos”—obstacles or fearful situations you face to-

day?



Lesson 5: Holy Ground 65

11. End by having each person write their personal takeaway from this sto-
ry in one or two sentences. Distribute pen and paper and allow a few
minutes for thought and writing. Invite people to read what they have

written. Close with silent prayer.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Begin class by asking if anyone ever saw or experienced something com-
pletely amazing. Refer to the Study Guide writer’s story about seeing the
impala in his front yard. Allow a few people to tell their stories. Then
say, Today we will read about one of the most amazing and famous incidents
in the Bible. Let’s see what we can learn about what the Lord can do on His
holy ground.

Guide Bible Study

2. Read Joshua 5:13-15. Ask, What would you say was the mission of this
Commander? What purpose did the Commander fulfill? Note that the
Commander is not mentioned again in this passage. Ask, What does this
incident tell us? Ask, What do you think it takes for someone to “be on holy
ground”?

3. Read Joshua 6:1-5. Ask, Do you think the Israelites were fearful about this
maneuver with the city of Jericho? If you like, set up this discussion as a
debate, with one side arguing that the people naturally would have been
fearful, and the other side arguing they would have been encouraged by
the Commander, the Lord, and by Joshua.

At the end of this discussion, ask, What can we take away about being
afraid in difficult or challenging circumstances in our own lives? Is it okay to

be afraid? How can we take courage from our faith in the Lord?
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4. Say, The process God gave to Joshua to conquer Jericho doesn’t—and perhaps

did not—make sense to us. What are some other instances of commands that
didn’t make sense to someone? A few examples include: Naaman (2 Kings
5:1-14); washing in the pool of Siloam (John 9:1-7); the widow of Zare-
phath (1 Kings 17:7-15); Noah and the ark (Genesis 6).

Encourage Application

5. Ask, Are we more able to experience God’s help and direction if we are hum-

ble before Him? Why? Ask, What are some ways people can humble them-
selves before God? Invite the class to brainstorm some ideas. If you like,

allow the class to work in small groups to discuss this.

. Call attention to the sidebar, “What Do You Do When You Find Yourself

on Holy Ground?” in the Study Guide. For each line, read it aloud then
ask the class to explain the direction or to phrase it in other words.

. Say, The Study Guide lesson writer says, “We all have our own Jericho’ that

we face in our life every day. Those things that are larger than life and seem
too big to defeat.” What are some examples of “Jerichos” in our lives? En-
courage the class to be as specific—as open and transparent about their

own circumstances—as possible.

Close with prayer that each person may recognize holy ground and
God’s guidance and leadership whenever they are facing a personal Jer-
icho.



Focal Text Background

Joshua 7:6-12, 20-21 Psalm 66:18; Luke 12:2-3;
1 Timothy 5:24-25

lesson é )

Sin in the Camp

MAIN IDEA

Our sin will always hurt those around
us.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Do I have a secret sin that is causing
me not to live a victorious life?

TEACHING AIM

To encourage adults to understand
that our personal sin causes ruin and
defeat in our lives
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

At the end of Joshua 6, Jericho had fallen, God had shown His power and
glory, and Israel had begun the taking of their Promised Land. It seemed like
nothing can stand in their way. Israel had witnessed the glory of God in de-
stroying the walls of Jericho and giving them the victory over their enemies.
They were riding the wave of this victory and feeling confident, but their very
next battle went wrong.

They were defeated and thirty-six men were killed. Joshua and Israel had
no idea what happened or why God did not fight with them against Ai. But
chapter 7 begins by reminding us we can often be prone to seek our own glory
and gain instead of obedience and faithfulness to God. We see this play out
with Achan taking some the devoted things from Jericho and stoking the
anger and wrath of God against Israel.

Remember, Israel was commanded to destroy Jericho and to take noth-
ing for themselves. They were not supposed to take any trinket, any gold, or
any object from the destroyed city. They were told beforehand if they dis-
obeyed this command they would be sinning against God and face His wrath
(Joshua 6:17-19). Achan took a cloak, some silver, and a bar of gold. No one
else saw him. His greed and desires got the best of him, and he took what he
had been told he could not have, but as Luke 12:2-3 reminds us, “Nothing is
covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. There-
fore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what
you have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed on the housetops.”

There is no such thing as secret sin. Our sin always hurts us and those
around us and the story of Achan shows us this painful truth.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

Joshua Cries Out to God (7:6-12, 20-21)

7:6. Ai, militarily speaking, should have been nothing compared to Jericho.
The spies Joshua sent out returned and recommended a hugely reduced force
to go against Ai. They told Joshua he would only need to send two to three
thousand men to get the job done, but things did not go as planned. Ai made
the three thousand men flee and killed thirty-six of Israel’s soldiers. After
the rout at Jericho this defeat confused Joshua, and he cried out to God. He
did not know what we have been told in verse 1. He did not know Achan had
sinned. He just knew God had judged Israel.

In response to this defeat Joshua tore his clothes and fell down on his
face to cry out to God. He cried out until evening and the elders of Israel fol-
lowed his lead and put dust on their heads. Joshua was in mourning. This was
an act of despair. Why had God abandoned them at Ai?

7:7-8. Joshua pled with God. Remember, at this point all Joshua knew was
Israel had retreated and thirty-six men were dead. We know from the account
of Israel taking Jericho all of the surrounding cities and areas had heard of
Israel and were afraid of the power of God, but here little Ai made three thou-
sand of Israel’s warriors retreat. Where was God? Didn’t He promise them
victory? Joshua struggled with this new reality. If God was just going to give
them over to the Amorites, then why did they even cross the Jordan? You can
feel Joshua’s despair in this prayer. He did not understand why God had al-
lowed them to face this loss. You can feel Joshua wondering about the prom-
ises of God, the plan of God, and you can feel the burden he had in leading
the people of God. He did not know what to say to this defeat. After Jericho,

he could not imagine this happening.

7:9. Joshua prayed for God to show His glory again. He pled with God by
reminding God if Israel was defeated then the surrounding people of the land
would kill them, and God’s promises would be brought to nothing. Joshua

asked God a question, “And what will you do for your great name?” Josh-
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ua was concerned with the glory of God. He wanted God to be glorified. He
wanted the people of the land to recognize the glory of God. Joshua was not
only concerned with his safety and success, but he was also passionate for the
glory of God to be known and exalted. This was not Israel complaining in the
wilderness. This was not just self-preservation or self-pity. Joshua’s prayer
showed his desire to see the name of the Lord lifted high.

7:10. The Lord answered Joshua’s cries. We should never take for granted
the fact that God speaks to His people. He answers our prayers. This, in itself,
is an act of His amazing grace. God responds when we cry out to Him. He has
spoken to us most clearly through Jesus and the written Word that reveals
Him. God is a God who speaks. God is a God who responds. God is a God who
will answer us and point us to the truth. He responded to Joshua, “Get up!
Why have you fallen on your face?” God was about to reveal why Israel was
routed by Ai. God was about to reveal the truth to Joshua. The reason this
defeat happened will be told.

7:11-12. The retreat of Israel from Ai and the loss of thirty-six men was a
direct consequence of the sin of taking the devoted things from Jericho. This
loss was the wrath of God against the sin of Israel. Now, we know from verse
1 of chapter 7 that Achan as the one who took the “devoted things” from Jeri-
cho, but here God said it is because of the sin of Israel His judgment had come
against them. Achan’s direct disobedience to the clear commands of God had
tainted the whole people of Israel. Everything in Jericho was to be devoted to
destruction and Achan had taken them as his own. The silver, gold, and cloak
had been taken instead of devoted for destruction, and because of this Israel
was now devoted for destruction. As long as they had possession of these
devoted things the wrath of God would remain on them, and they would not
defeat their enemies or take the Promised Land. God told Joshua clearly, “I
will be with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted things from among
you.” Sin always has consequences. Sin strains our relationship with God and
others. God takes sin seriously. Unless Israel repented and dealt with the sin
in their midst, God would not go with them into their battles.
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7:20. The Lord led Joshua and Israel through a process to reveal the one who
had sinned and brought this wrath upon the people. They began with the
whole nation of Israel tribe by tribe, then they took the tribe of Judah and
had them come clan by clan, then the clan of the Zerahites was taken man
by man and the family of Zabdi, and from this family Achan was set apart
signaling him as the one who had sinned against God. Joshua confronted
Achan, and Achan confessed. There was no choice by this point. He could
have spoken up as soon as Joshua gathered all of Israel together or when
he was going tribe by tribe, clan by clan, and family by family, but Achan re-
mained silent. Maybe, he thought there was still a chance he could get away
with it, but sin is always revealed. Once he was called out Achan knew whom
he had sinned against, “Truly I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel.”
When we sin, we sin ultimately against God, and the effects of this sin hurt
us and those around us.

7:21. Here we are told for the first time exactly what had been taken from
Jericho. Achan admitted to taking a beautiful cloak, 200 shekels of silver, and
a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels. He wanted them and had to have them. In
fact, he told Joshua he “coveted them and took them.” He hid these devoted
things in his tent. No matter how hard we try we cannot hide our sin. Achan
literally tried to bury his sin, but he was found out. God reveals sin. God
deals with sin. God calls out sin. We often try to hide our sin or think our sin
only affects us, but this story shows us this is not true. Our sin will be found
out and our sin harms those around us. Because of Achan’s sin the nation of
Israel was defeated at Ai.

Focusing on the Meaning

Sin is never truly hidden. All sin will be brought to light. Our sin hinders our
relationship with God, and its effects reach further than we can imagine. Sin
is not just our actions; sin is an issue of the heart. We see this with Achan.
His greed and covetousness overflowed into the actions of taking what was

to be devoted for destruction. He chose his own pleasure over obedience to
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God. He chose his own way over the people of God. Achan tried to bury the
items he stole. He tried to hide them, but God called him out and God held
him accountable. God will hold us accountable. We must take sin seriously
and we must understand the foundational truth about sin. Sin is ultimately
a heart issue.

What sin is at the root of our hearts? What secret sin are we trying to
bury? How have we seen sin destroy our lives and the lives of those around
us?

Achan paid the price for his sin. The truth is we should pay the price for
our sin as well, but Jesus took our place. Jesus stood in the gap. He took
our sin upon Himself. He paid the price we should have paid. He took the
judgment we should have faced. Sin is so serious Jesus gave His life to save
us from its power and the judgment of a holy God. When we can walk in the
freedom of trusting in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus we can open
the darkest part of our lives to the light of the grace of God. When we know
the power of the Gospel, we can dig up the buried sin we are trying to hide
and let the love of Jesus fill our hearts. Jesus paid the price for our sin. We

must confess, repent, and trust in Him.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Begin class by playing a game called “I've Got a Secret.” Ask for a volun-
teer who has something unusual—such as a job, or a past experience,
or an interesting possession—that no one else here knows about. Then
instruct class members to ask simple questions to figure out what the
secret is. Allow just a few minutes for the first volunteer, and if time
permits, repeat the game with other volunteers and their secrets.

At the end of the game, say, This was a fun game, but our lesson today is
about someone’s secret that was a sin and that nearly destroyed his commu-
nity. We will examine the idea of secret sins in our own lives, too.

Guide Bible Study

2. Ask for a volunteer to briefly recap the story of the Battle of Jericho
from last week’s Bible study. Then, read aloud Joshua 6:27. Say, We
would think the Israelites lived happily ever after, motivated to continue con-
quering the Promised Land. Skip ahead to Joshua 7:2-4. Read it aloud and
note that this defeat was not what Joshua had in mind. *Note: the city

Ai is pronounced as eye.

3. Ask, What would most of us—especially military leaders—do at this point?
After a few answers, say, Let’s see what Joshua did. Read Joshua 7:6-9.
Call attention to Joshua 7:6. Say, This shows how Joshua and the elders of
Israel humbled themselves before God. Do we ever/often see this kind of hu-
mility among leaders today? Then ask, At this point, did Joshua know why
God had allowed the calamity at Ai? What do you think Joshua thought was
the reason? Do you think the text makes it clear that Joshua was grieving
because of sin, or because they had just suffered such a defeat?
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4. Read Joshua 7:10-15. Ask, What did God say about the reason for the Is-

raelites’ defeat? Invite a volunteer to read Deuteronomy 20:16-18. Ask,
What more does this tell us about God’s reason for destroying the Hittites,
Amorites, etc. (20:18)? Next, read Joshua 6:15-19, Joshua’s instructions
about attacking Jericho. Finally, re-read Joshua 7:11-12. Ask, How do
these verses help us understand why God’s anger burned against Achan
(Joshua 7:1)?

. Read Joshua 7:20, Achan’s confession of the things he had stolen. Ask,

What might be equivalents of these items today? What specific sins do you
see here? Be sure to call out greed, theft, coveting, and lying. Instruct the
class to turn their Bibles to Exodus 20:1-17, the Ten Commandments.
Ask, Which of the Ten Commandments did Achan violate? Also, have the
class call out the specific people, or groups of people, who were affected
by Achan’s sin.

Encourage Application

6. Lead the class to brainstorm a list of potential sins that some people

might try to keep secret. Write the list on the markerboard. Ask, Is it
hard to hide a sin? Why or why not? Are some sins harder to hide than oth-
ers? Why do you think people try to hide their sins?

. Say, We don’t necessarily see God’s wrath like this, striking down a whole

family (Joshua 7:24-26). Rather, what are some ways people suffer or are
punished for sinful behavior? Refer to the list of sins on the markerboard.

What are some possible outcomes or punishments for these sins?

. Recall that Joshua was unaware of the sin of Achan until he cried out to

God for forgiveness. Ask, Is Joshua’s humility instructive for us when we
are confused about calamities that occur in our lives? Is calling out to God a

good first step?

. Lead the class to read the sidebar “Sin—Coverup—Murder—Repen-

tance—Atonement,” in the Study Guide, and read Psalm 51. Then, dis-
cuss each of the steps for repentance.
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DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Begin class by asking if anyone can think of a movie, TV show, or book
that has the theme of “Secret Lives.” Examples could include “Secret

» « » «

Lives of Pets,” “Secret Lives of Bees,” “Secret Lives of the Super Rich.”
Ask, Why do you think this theme is so popular? Why do people care about

others’ secret lives?

Then say, Today’s lesson is about someone’s secret that was sinful and
caused terrible trouble. We will learn about sin and its consequences.

Guide Bible Study

2. Briefly review last week’s story about the Battle of Jericho. Say, God had
charged Joshua and the Israelites with conquering all the Promised Land, so
that was their next logical step. Read Joshua 7:2-3, the spies sent to scope
out Ai. Ask, Does it bother you that the spies were so prideful, cocky? If time
permits, read the story of the spies sent to Canaan by Moses—Num-
bers 13:17-14:9. Ask, Do you think this story influenced the spies as they
reported back to Joshua?

3. Read Joshua 7:4-5 and then 7:6-9. Ask, Why was Joshua grieving? (Be-
cause God put them in the hands of the Amorites to be destroyed; the
Canaanites and other people would wipe out the name of the Israelites;
God’s own name would be disgraced.) Say, Joshua was grieving because
of the results of a sin that—as we shall see—was caused by someone else.
Ask, What does this tell us about the results of sins in our lives or the lives of

people around us?

4. Read Joshua 7:10-12. Ask someone to summarize why God was angry
with the Israelites. Then read Joshua 7:20-26. Note the harsh punish-
ment for Achan and even his family. Ask, Why do you think God inflicted
this harsh punishment? Then ask, Can you think of other incidents in the
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Bible when God inflicted very harsh punishment on someone who sinned?
(Uzzah who touched the Ark inappropriately—2 Samuel 6:1-9; The de-
struction of Sodom and Gomorrah—Genesis 19; The deaths of Ananias
and Saphira—Acts 5). Do you think these harsh punishments made an im-
pression on the people who witnessed them? What do you think were some

lessons the Israelites learned from this incident with Achan?

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Encourage Application

5.

Call attention to the Question to Explore: “Do I have a secret sin that
is causing me not to live a victorious life?” Ask, How would you describe

a “victorious life”? Why would sin prevent someone from living a victorious

life?

. Lead a discussion about “secret sin” with questions such as: What is a

“secret sin”? Secret from whom? Do we sometimes have sins that are secret
even from ourselves? What is an example? How do we uncover any secret
sin and bring it to light? Read Luke 12:2-3. Is it even possible to keep a sin
secret?

Say, As Christians, we believe Jesus Christ suffered the punishment we de-
served (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18). We believe God forgives us
of our sin (1 John 1:9). Ask, How do we square this with our understanding
of God’s wrath and punishment, as we have seen in this story? (God does
forgive us for our sin, but He does not necessarily spare us from the

natural outworking of our sinful behavior.)

. Choose one or more of the Questions at the end of the Study Guide les-

son. Lead the class in discussing the question(s).



Focal Text Background

Judges 16:15-21 Judges 14-16;
2 Corinthians 6:14;
1 Corinthians 6:19-20;
10:11-12

lesson d D

Samson's Spiritual
Decline

MAIN IDEA

Sin will take you farther than you
want to go, keep you longer than you
want to stay, and cost you more than
you want to pay.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What is the source of my strength?

TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand that
when we play around with sin, we
will not lose our salvation, but we will

lose our spiritual effectiveness and
% spiritual power
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

The theme of the book of Judges can be summed up in the very last verse of
the book. Judges 21:25 says, “In those days there was no king in Israel. Ev-
eryone did what was right in his own eyes.” Throughout the book of Judges,
we see the way living for our own desires, what is right in our own eyes, leads
to destruction and death. There may be no clearer example of this than the
life of Samson. We have the account of his life in Judges 13-16.

Samson was the son of Manoah. Manoah and his wife were not able
to have children (a story we see repeated over and over in Scripture) until
God intervened. An angel of the Lord appeared to Manoah and told him he
and his wife would have a son and to set him apart because he was to take a
Nazarite vow. This meant he would live a life of obedience to God marked by
not drinking anything from the vine (no alcohol), not coming into contact
with a corpse, and not cutting his hair.

Samson was meant to be a protector for Israel and be the one to save
them from the Philistines. But as we see in Judges 14-16, Samson did not
exactly live up to the vows he had taken. Far too often we read Judges 16
and blame Delilah for the fall of Samson, but we see his struggle with sin and
deception began long before. He drank alcohol, he touched a dead lion to get
honey out of its carcass, he laid with a prostitute, so by the time we get to
the story of Samson and Delilah, he had already set himself down the path
of disobedience. He had not stood up to temptation before and in Judges
16:15-21, we see him give in to the allure of sin once again. He had already
started to lose his true power and our passage is the end of the path he began
in Judges 14.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

Delilah’s Hurt Feelings (16:15-17)

16:15-16. The story of Samson and Delilah begins in Judges 16:4. He fell in
love with her, and the Philistines thought they finally found a way to defeat
Samson. If they could get Delilah to find out the source of Samson’s strength,
they could overpower him and defeat him. Delilah asked him three different
times and Samson avoided answering truthfully each time. By the time we
come to verse 15, this will be the fourth time Delilah had asked about the
source of Samson’s strength and how he could be restrained. She questioned
his love for her. If he would not tell her the source of his strength, then how
could he claim to love her? She asked him over and over, day after day. Sam-
son was tested over and over again. From what we know about Samson from
earlier chapters he was not very strong against temptation. He did not seem
to be able to see through this questioning to the betrayal at hand. In our own
lives sin continually tries to break us down. Temptation pushes us and push-

es us trying to get us to give in to its demands. Samson finally broke.

16:17. Samson gave in and confessed the root of his strength. If his head was
shaved, then his strength would leave him. Samson’s confession closely mir-
rored his birth account in 13:5 bringing this narrative about his life full circle.
Samson told Delilah everything. Samson gave the key to his own destruction.
The truth is the longer we allow temptation to push the harder it is to resist.
First Corinthians 10:13 tells us, “God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide
the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” God gives us an es-
cape if we will take it, but Samson continued to flirt with temptation and sin,
and he finally gave in to Delilah’s constant questions. Why now? Samson had
withheld this intimate information over and over from Delilah. Did Delilah
just wear him down? Was he tired of carrying this burden of being the one
prophesied to save Israel from the Philistines? Did he simply trust Delilah?
Maybe, Samson just thought he could get out of trouble again. Whatever the
case Samson gave in and told Delilah his heart and the truth of his strength.
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So often sin tries to convince us we do not need to be on guard and just as
often we think we can handle it on our own. Samson seemed unbothered by
this situation and careless with the vow he had made with God.

Delilah’s Deal (16:18)

The deal Delilah made with the Philistines in verses 5-6 finally comes to fru-
ition. Delilah now knew Samson had told her the truth about his hair be-
ing the sign of his vow with God and the source of his strength. When the
vow was fully broken, by the shaving of his hair, then his God-given strength
would be gone. Delilah went back to the Philistines and told them it was time
to put their plan into motion and they fulfilled their end by bringing her

money.
Samson's Fall (16:19-21)

16:19. Samson fell asleep, and Delilah saw her opening. She sent for a man
(we are not told who he was but should assume he was a Philistine who was
in on the deal she made in verses 5-6) to come and “shave off the seven locks
of his head.” In the text, his strength immediately left him. This was the mo-
ment Samson had been warned about from the time of his birth. He was set
apart to lead the Israelites against the Philistines and his strength would be
with him as long as he kept the Nazarite vow. Throughout the account of his
life we see Samson break the vow, and here we see the final straw. Samson
had lost his strength.

16:20. Delilah had tested if Samson was telling the truth previously by try-
ing to surprise him by declaring the presence of the Philistines. This time she
knew this plan would work and he would be subdued. She said, “The Philis-
tines are upon you, Samson!” He jumped up from his sleep and thought he
would escape and use his strength to free himself from the Philistines, but
the truth was the Lord had left him. The source of his strength was gone.
Samson had trusted in his own power, but we see his true power came from
the presence of God. He did not recognize his power came from God. He
thought he could always escape the awful situations where his sin trapped
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him. He thought he was invincible, but sin has a way of showing our weak-
ness. Samson was now facing the consequences of the sin he had allowed to
fester in his life and the way he lived for his own desire and pleasure rather
than the vow he had made to God. Samson believed his own hype and forgot
he was nothing without the presence of the Lord. Losing his hair was a phys-
ical reminder of losing the strength and presence of God. Samson had to face
the Philistines alone.

16:21. The Philistines overpowered him, gouged out his eyes, and hauled
him off to Gaza bound in bronze shackles. Samson’s disregard for God’s com-
mands led him to this moment. Samson thought he could play around with
sin and not continually trust and walk with God. Over and over again Samson
would get out of a tricky situation or overpower his enemies and find victory.
Samson trusted himself to be able to withstand the enemy on his own. How
often are we trying to withstand our enemy by our own power? How often
are we trusting ourselves instead of relying on God’s power and promises?
Samson’s sin caught up to him. If we are not careful and diligent to walk with
God, trust His Word, obey His commands, and rest in His grace, we can be-
come so self-reliant we do not realize the enemy has surrounded us. Samson
did not realize the presence of God had left him. He was so consumed with

his own name and glory he missed the fleeing of the glory of the Lord.

Focusing on the Meaning

Sin is serious. When we rely on our own power and strength, we play right
into the trap the enemy wants to set. Samson thought the Philistines would
never be able to capture him or defeat him, and he played right into their
hands. We should never play around with sin. When we face temptation, we
should look for the promised escape and trust in God’s power over our enemy.

As Baptists we historically believe we cannot lose our salvation. Once we
belong to the family of God nothing can snatch us out of our Savior’s hand
(John 10:28). We believe, with the Apostle Paul in Philippians 1:6, that, “he
who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
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Christ.” God will keep us. If we have placed our faith in Christ, we are His for-
ever, but we can lose our spiritual effectiveness and power. We are indwelled
by the Holy Spirit, He lives in us, but we can miss out on the abundant life
when we rely on our own strength and live for our own name. We are always
indwelled by the Holy Spirit, but we can miss out on being filled by the Holy
Spirit. We can fail to walk in the power given to us in Christ.

Samson missed God’s best because he sought his own way in his own
power. The true source of his strength was always God. The source of our
strength is God. If we are not careful, we will trust in our own strength and

pursue our own way and miss out on God’s best for us (1 Corinthians 10:12).
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Begin class with the game of “Broken Telephone” as described in the

Study Guide. After a few rounds, say, The Study Guide writer uses this

game to illustrate that the further we stray from the spiritual resources we

have in the Lord, the message or guidance we receive from Him gets weaker.

Our lesson is about Samson, who had access to great spiritual resources but,

as we shall see, slipped away from them.

Guide Bible Study

2. Divide the class into six groups and assign one of these passages to each

group:

Judges 14:1-9
Judges 14:10-20
Judges 15:1-8
Judges 15:9-20
Judges 16:4-22
Judges 16:23-31

Instruct each group to read the passage and summarize the high

points in just two or three sentences. After about five minutes, call for

reports. Hear from groups 1 through 4 first. When the first four reports

are finished ask, What do these passages tell us about the kind of person

Samson was? Where do we see Samson’s piety or obedience in these events?

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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. Note that all of Samson’s girlfriends were Philistines. Ask, Why was that

a problem? (See Exodus 34:15-17; Deuteronomy 7:1-9.) Also read Judg-
es 3:1-3.

Next, have Groups 5 and 6 summarize their passages. Ask, Was telling
Delilah that his hair was the source of his strength actually sinful? Was this
a sin that put him over the edge with God, or was there something else going

on?

. Read Judges 16:15-17. Ask, Is this a cautionary tale about marriages or

other close relationships? Then say, Samson caved into Delilah’s nagging.

Does this parallel God’s giving up on Samson and his arrogant misbehavior?

. Ask, What are some ways people try to obtain strength and power as a way

to deal with adversaries or get what they want in life? (Examples could in-

clude: Exercise and health; education; financial gain, etc.)

Ask, Is obedience to God a source of strength to us? How much do we need
to disobey God in order for our strength to fail?

Note that Samson only really seemed to relate to God a few times
in these passages. The Spirit of the Lord came upon him three times
(Judges 14:6, 19; 15:14). He called on the Lord when he was thirsty
(15:19); at the end he called on God to help him get revenge for his lost
eyes (Judges 16:28). Ask, Is this the picture of a person who had a close
relationship with God?

Encourage Application

8. Refer to the story about the Trojan horse in the Study Guide. Ask, What

are some possible “Trojan horses” of sin in people’s lives, that is, seemingly

innocent things that can lead to sin?

Recall the opening game of “Broken Telephone.” Say, The story of Samson
is one of the last stories in the book of Judges. If we were to study the whole
book, we would see how the faith that characterized Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, and Joshua was not passed along well from generation to
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10.

generation. We can see the spiritual decline of Samson as a strong example of
the results. Fortunately, God did not give up on His people, and He continued
to send people who could lead the people back to faith.

Pass out a copy of the “Spiritual Resources” handout to each person.
(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.) Read each item and let the class
discuss how it can be used as a spiritual resource. Note that there are
blank lines at the bottom. Ask the class if they can think of additional
resources we can call on when we'’re dealing with sin. If you like, write
those on the markerboard and encourage the class to add them to the
list. Say, I hope you'll keep this close at hand as a reminder of all we have at
our disposal for dealing with our sins and other troubles in life.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

1.

Open by asking who remembers the story of Samson. Allow people to
tell what they remember. Fill in any gaps to include his super-human
strength, his hair, his bad encounter with Delilah, and his tragic ending.
Then say, Samson is usually regarded as a Bible hero. We will explore his
life and see if we agree. More importantly, we will see what Samson’s story
teaches us about sin.

Guide Bible Study

2.

Ask a volunteer to read Judges 16:1-14. Say, Three times, Delilah tried to
get Samson to tell her the reason he was so strong. Each time he answered
her with a deception that was a little closer to the truth. Ask, How does this
sequence of Samson’s deceptions parallel the way people gradually progress
in allowing sin in their lives? Ask, Why didn’t Samson just tell Delilah to
leave him alone? Do you think Samson was displaying strength or weakness

in the way he reacted to Delilah?
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3. Note Samson’s words in Judges 16:17. Ask, What did Samson believe

was the reason for his strength? Do you agree that was the reason? Refer to
Judges 14:6, 19; 15:14; and 16:20. Why do you think Samson seemed to be
unaware of the source of his strength? Then ask, Do you think sometimes we
overlook or ignore how the Lord strengthens us in our time of need? Do we

ever believe we have strength that is not from God?

Ask, Why do you think the story of Samson is such a perennial favorite in
kids’ Bible stories? If you were going to tell the story to a child, what would
you emphasize? Note that Samson is mentioned in Hebrews 11:32, in
the section often called “The Hall of Fame of Faith.” Ask, Why do you
think Samson is on that list?

Encourage Application

5. Note that Samson’s main purpose was to “deliver Israel from the hands

of the Philistines” (Judges 13:5). Ask, What does this tell us about God
using people for His purposes, despite their sins? Does it mean that sinning is
okay if we are involved in a great purpose? Have you ever known of someone
who justified their sin by saying they were doing the Lord’s work?

. Refer to the sidebar, “Psalm 1:1-2,” in the Study Guide. Read the full text

of Psalm 1. Then lead the class to discuss what it means to:
+ Walk with the wicked

+ Stand in the way of sinners

+ Sitin the company of mockers

+ Delight and meditate on the word of God

. Refer to the last paragraph in the Study Guide’s Introduction. “When

we are close to God, sin is easier to deal with, we have the resources we
need. Those resources are the Bible, prayer, the Holy Spirit, and Chris-
tian fellowship and encouragement.” On the markerboard, make a chart
labeled “Our Spiritual Resources for Dealing with Sin.” Ask the class to
call out what our spiritual resources are. Be sure to include the Bible,
prayer, Christian fellowship, and encouragement; add other appropriate

thoughts the class mentions.
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Focal Text Background

1 Samuel 16:5-13 Acts 13:22; 1 Samuel
13:14; Psalm 78:72

lesson d )

A Man After
God’'s Own Heart

MAIN IDEA

People look at outward appearances,
but God looks at the heart.

QUESTIONS TO EXPLORE

Can God use me?

TEACHING AIM

To challenge adults to understand
that God is more interested in purity
than He is in beauty

SR
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Following deliverance from Egypt, God’s people settled in the Promised Land.
Aslong as Joshua was alive, Israel served the Lord faithfully (Judges 2:7). But
after Joshua died, the people abandoned the Lord. In the absence of a hu-
man sovereign, God appointed judges to protect and provide leadership for
the people (Judges 2:10-19). In this study, we examined one of these judg-
es: Samson. There are others: Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah, and several
more. Judges 21:25 concludes with these words: “In those days Israel had no
king; everyone did as they saw fit.”

This did not last. A man named Eli served Israel as a priest. He was suc-
ceeded by the prophet Samuel. As Samuel neared the end of his life, the lead-
ers came to him and said, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your
ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have” (1
Samuel 8:5).

This is how Saul became Israel’s first king. Saul experienced early success.
Samuel anointed Saul and the people praised his appearance. He was tall and
handsome. They shouted, “Long live the king!” (1 Samuel 10:20-24).

It did not last. After a victory over the Philistine army at Gilgal, Saul took
Samuel’s place and presided over a sacrifice (1 Samuel 13:5-12). Samuel con-
fronted Saul and pronounced God’s judgment: “But now your kingdom will
not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart and appoint-
ed him ruler of his people, because you have not kept the LORD’s command”
(1 Samuel 13:14).

Soon after, David was anointed Saul’s successor, and later became king of
Israel. In Acts 13:22, Paul summarized the events this way: “After removing
Saul, he made David their king. God testified concerning him: ‘I have found
David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want
him to do.

What resulted? Psalm 78:72 says, “And David shepherded them with in-
tegrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them.”

231
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David was not perfect. Far from it. But David’s heart was perfectly direct-
ed toward God.

Interpreting the Scriptures

The Outside Is Not the Best Side (16:5-7)

16:5. Samuel had been commanded by God to go to Bethlehem to the home
of Jesse to anoint one of his sons as king. Samuel was unsure about this mis-
sion (1 Samuel 16:2). God had instructed Samuel to declare a feast as a jus-
tification for his journey. When Jesse and his sons were said to have been
consecrated for the feast, this meant they had purified themselves by wash-
ing their garments and abstaining from sexual relations. Samuel’s sacrifice
was not only intended for the sharing of a meal, but for a sacred occasion,
the anointing of a new king. God told Samuel to “anoint for me the one I
indicate” (1 Samuel 16:3). Samuel obeyed God’s command.

16:6. Eliab was Jesse’s firstborn. We are told Samuel thought he beheld the
Lord’s anointed. Those who beheld Saul thought similarly (1 Samuel 9:2; 1
Samuel 10:23-24). Though Samuel had declared before Saul that the next
king would be a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13:14), he had yet to
understand that this was God’s foremost concern.

16:7. This verse contains an eternal principle: “The LORD does not look at
the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart.” The Hebrew term translated “heart” refers to in-
most thoughts and motivations, the desires and drives that stand at the core
of each person. God’s assessment of a person far surpasses human judgment.
God has more information. God not only sees what we do. God sees why we
do, and what we most want. God is searching for hearts that long to do His
will, fulfill His purposes, and work for His glory.
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A Godly Heart Is the Best Side (16:8-13)

16:8. Samuel’s lesson was not over. Jesse presented his second son, Abinad-
ab. But Samuel was learning. Samuel stated that Abinadab was not the Lord’s
choice. God’s way of teaching us can take time and repetition. We may think
we’ve come to understand and apply a biblical principle and are ready to move
on to the next spiritual truth, but God invites us to dwell in His presence and
remain with Him, asking us to patiently walk with Him as He does His work
teaching His truth not only at the level of our intellect, but at the level of the
heart.

16:9. Jesse presented Shammabh, his third son. The result was the same. For
the third time Samuel said aloud, “The Lord has not chosen this one.” Samuel
was being instructed by the Lord. Jesse and His family were likely perplexed.
In the ancient world, the custom of primogeniture was normative. The first-
born was of the highest status in the family. This story suggests God seldom
operates according to our expectations or established customs.

16:10. The same sequence unfolded for seven of Jesse’s sons. The tension
mounted as Samuel stated, “The Lord has not chosen these.” In this passage
and in 1 Samuel 17:12, David is identified as Jesse’s eighth son. But in 1
Chronicles 2:13-15, David is listed as the seventh son. Bible scholars have
speculated as to whether one of Jesse’s sons died or was omitted because
they did not have descendants. Others note that not all genealogies in the
Bible are exhaustive. In Hebrew culture, the number seven suggests comple-
tion or fulfillment. Later Old Testament writers may have wanted to suggest
David was the true climax of Jesse’s line. New Testament writers took this

another step forward as they made connections to Jesus.

16:11. Samuel asked Jesse if he had any other sons. Jesse answered yes. Jes-
se stated that his youngest son was tending sheep. If God sought a king after
His own heart, and this person was a shepherd, last in line among his broth-
ers, what does this tell us about the kind of person God exalts for service?
Samuel called for David. David would serve God as a shepherd king. David
would write, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want” (Psalm 23:1, KJV).
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In Psalm 80:1, God is called “the Shepherd of Israel.” In Ezekiel 34:11-16, God
promised to come as a shepherd to His people, and in John 10:11-13, Jesus
identified Himself as the ultimate good shepherd.

16:12. We read that David was “glowing with health and had a fine appear-
ance and handsome features.” Though this may appear to contrast with God’s
pronouncement that “People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD
looks at the heart,” it need not be read as contradictory. David’s appearance,
attractive as he may have been, did not qualify him for service as king. Nei-
ther did his appearance disqualify him. Though Samuel saw David’s fine ap-
pearance, this was not the reason God had chosen David. David had been
chosen for his heart. God told Samuel to rise and anoint David and declared
that he “is the one.”

16:13. Samuel was obedient and thereby fulfilled 1 Samuel 16:3. We read
that the Spirit of the Lord “came powerfully” on David from that day for-
ward. Samuel left for Ramah. David did not immediately ascend the throne.
Many more events must unfold before that day. David would be equipped for
service as king through a number of experiences. David’s story reminds us
that there can be a time of preparation between God’s choosing a person for
a particular form of service and the day they assume a role. Be patient and

diligent, trusting God to raise you up in His time.

Focusing on the Meaning

David did not have much going for him when he was anointed king. He was
the youngest member of his family. He worked as a shepherd. Samuel evalu-
ated David’s older brothers and thought they looked suitable for office. But
God had other plans.

We are still prone to this way of thinking. We look around and think that
attractiveness or another outward marker tells us whether a person should
be looked to for leadership. We assess what we can see. This can lead us astray.

Everything can look wonderful on the outside but be all wrong on the inside.
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This truth challenges us in two ways. First, we should be wary regarding
our evaluation of others. Appearances can be deceiving. We must prayerfully
evaluate each person and every circumstance and be discerning (Joshua 9:1-
27).

But we should also keep watch over our own souls. Some ask, “Can God
use me?” The short answer is yes. David reminds us that God sees our hearts
to the bottom. If we look long and hard enough, we will discover traces of our
former self remains. But that does not disqualify us. We are putting off the
old self and putting on the new (Ephesians 4:17-24). In Christ, we are pure
in God’s sight, and we share in the Holy Spirit who empowers us for service.

Second Timothy 2:15 exhorts, “Do your best to present yourself to God
as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who cor-
rectly handles the word of truth.” God calls us to walk the path of purity, to
seek to be blameless in His sight, and to serve all people with a heart desirous
of pleasing God.

You are not perfect. Neither was David. There was only one perfect hu-
man being. His name is Jesus. He laid down His life to heal you from your
impurities. Direct your heart toward Him. Let Him use you for His purposes.

So long as He leads you, you too will become a person after God’s own heart.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Before class, enlist someone to make sugar cookies for the class. Divide
the cookies into two groups (Group 1 and Group 2); reserve Group 2
for later use in the lesson. Decorate half of the Group 1 cookies with
colorful icing and half with simple icing. Ensure that half of the Group
1 cookies have randomly been given extra salt in the icing.

2. As students arrive, have them select a cookie to enjoy, but do not re-
spond outwardly to their choice (provide water as well). Once all mem-
bers have arrived, solicit responses from those who ate part of their
cookie. Ask for short responses to the question, What made you choose
that cookie? Spend 60-90 seconds discussing how some things can look

good but are not, and some things that look harmless can be harmful.

3. State the “Study Aim” for the lesson. Inform the class that regardless of
a person’s outward appearance, God is more concerned with that per-
son’s heart.

Guide Bible Study

4. Using material from the “Bible Comments,” as well as 1 Samuel 13, give
the class a 60-second overview of how Saul’s actions caused God to re-
ject him as king. Transition to the focal text and read 1 Samuel 16:5-7.

Have class members respond to the following:

« What made Samuel reluctant to visit Jesse? How did Samuel over-

come that feeling?

+ Inyour opinion, what made Samuel assume that Eliab would be king?
(See 1 Samuel 10:23-24 for help.)



98

HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD: Passing the Faith Along

What was the most important thing to God when choosing the next
king? Why do you feel this way?

5. Have the class form listening groups of 3-4 people. Have each group

read 1 Samuel 16:8-13 then allow groups a few minutes to discuss the

following questions:

What level of importance do you feel David had within his own fam-
ily?
In verse 11, what made Samuel ask this question?

Compare verse 12’s description of David with verse 11. How should

we understand this apparent discrepancy?

Once David was anointed king, what (if anything) did God do to pre-
pare the young shepherd for leadership?

After the time limit is reached, have each group present their find-

ings to the class.

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

6. Have the class members consider David’s brothers, then respond to

these scenarios, as if they were each of the brothers:

Eliab—how did it feel to be passed over as Samuel’s choice for the
next king?
Abinadab—What did you think when Eliab was not chosen as king?

Shammah—What emotion did you feel as the two oldest boys were

not chosen?

The first three or all seven brothers—How did it feel to see your

youngest brother be chosen by Samuel?

Encourage Application

7. Read aloud the sidebar, “Shopping List,” from the Study Guide and have

a brief discussion ranking the choices it contains. Allow 2-3 minutes for

discussion, then ask the following questions:
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+ Have you ever judged a person simply by their looks? Did that judg-
ment change over time, and if so, how did it change?

+ How would you like to be judged by others (assuming others might
judge you)?

+ How might today’s lesson influence your future actions when looking
at others?

8. Direct class members to consider the “Question to Explore” for today’s
lesson. Have class members use Scripture or today’s discussion to help
answer the “Question to Explore.” (Be sure to conclude that to be used
by God requires a heart devoted to Him, regardless of external appear-

ance.)

)«

9. Summarize the lesson’s “Study Aim” by stating that our heart is more
important to God than our looks/outward appearance (1 Samuel 16:7).
Ask class members to evaluate whether their heart is directed toward

God and if not, what can be done to change their direction this week.

From the opening activity, provide the remaining cookies (Group

Two) without added salt to give to each member. Close the lesson in

prayer.
DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life

1. As class members arrive, have them consider this statement, displayed

”»

on a board or poster: “The worst job I've ever had was

After all class members arrive, ask the following and allow 1-2 minutes

for responses from the group.
+ What made that job so bad?

+ Did you enjoy telling people what you did during that time? Why or
why not?
(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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2.

Explain that many people today define their lives by what they do; suc-
cesses or failures dictate their identity. Read the “Question to Explore”
for the lesson, then state, Being used by God is not dependent upon our
ability but by the state of our hearts. Have someone offer a prayer to begin
the study.

Guide Bible Study

3.

Use material from the “Bible Comments” and 1 Samuel 13:8-14 to pro-
vide a quick synopsis of events leading to 1 Samuel 16. Read 1 Samuel
16:5-7 then ask for responses:

+ What made Samuel feel as though Eliab was going to be God’s choice?
(See 1 Samuel 10:23-24 for the irony in Samuel’s line of thinking.)

+ What mattered to God in choosing Israel’s next king? How was this

characteristic different from their present king, Saul?

Prepare slips of paper containing the following verses and have select-
ed class members read them to the class: Matthew 23:27; John 7:24; 2
Corinthians 5:12; 2 Corinthians 10:7. Ask, How do these verses compare
to the Lord’s statement to Samuel?

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

. Display the following list of words on a poster or board: talent, charac-

ter, appearance, intelligence, achievements, lifestyle, education, faith,
or something else. Have class members read through the list and re-

spond to the following:

+ How many of these have you used when judging others?
+ How do you want others to judge you?

+ How can 1 Samuel 16:7 encourage your self-esteem?

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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6. Enlist a member who is a sports fan to read 1 Samuel 16:8-13 as though

they were providing a “play-by-play” commentary of David’s anointing.
Have class members listen and then answer the following:

+ Like David’s brothers, I might feel when I'm passed
over for something.

+ LikeDavid, Ihavefeltthe Holy Spirit’spowerwhenI

. Using the Scripture references from Step 4 above, give a 60-second pre-

sentation of the biblical requirement for a person to be used by God.
Have the class compare this to 1 Samuel 16:7 and share any differences
or similarities they find.

Encourage Application

8.

10.

Read aloud the sidebar, “Shopping List,” from the Study Guide and have
a brief discussion ranking the choices it contains. Allow 2-3 minutes for

discussion, then ask the following questions:

+ Have you ever judged a person simply by their looks? Did that judg-

ment change over time, and if so, how did it change?

+ How might today’s lesson influence your future actions when looking
at others?

. Display the following list of words on a poster or board: humility, hon-

esty, faith/trust in God, patience, courage, love. Have the class respond
to the following scenario: the person to your left has just been anointed
to lead God’s people.

+ What inner qualities have you observed in them over the past year
that would qualify them for service?

+ If you were the anointed person, what inner qualities could be ob-

served in your life over the past year?

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Close the session in prayer, asking God to help each member direct their
heart toward Him in the coming month.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

David’s battle against Goliath is among the Bible’s most famous stories. It is
often told as an underdog story, an example of how a person can face insur-
mountable odds with courage and overcome in victory. It is also cited as an
example of how a person with great power can suffer a fall because of pride,
arrogance, and poor judgment. But it is much more than that. It is a story of
God’s power, David’s faith, and spiritual victory.

When reading 1 Samuel 17:38-51, it is helpful to recall the broader con-
text. David had been anointed by Samuel as Israel’s next king, though this
was not widely known. God’s judgment had fallen upon Saul. We learn that
the Spirit of the Lord had left Saul and that Saul was tormented by an evil
spirit (1 Samuel 16:14). As a result, David had been employed by Saul as a
musician and an armor-bearer, and David found favor with Saul (1 Samuel
16:21-22). When David played his lyre in Saul’s presence, Saul found comfort
(1 Samuel 16:23). Saul continued to reign as king, even as trouble for Israel
loomed on the horizon.

Israel continued to be opposed by the Philistines, and battle lines were
drawn at Sokoh in Judah (1 Samuel 17:1). Saul rallied an army to meet the
Philistines at the Valley of Elah. Israel camped on one side, and the Philis-
tines camped on the other (1 Samuel 17:3). Day after day, the Philistine army
sent forth their great champion, Goliath (1 Samuel 17:4-16). He challenged
the Israelite army to choose a champion of their own. If Goliath won, the
Israelites would serve the Philistines, but if the Israelite champion won, the
Philistines would serve Israel.

David visited the Israelite camp to bring supplies to his brothers and
found his countrymen in great fear. He asked why no champion had gone
forth to meet Goliath, asserting that the Lord was on their side (1 Samuel
17:17-30). Saul heard of David’s words and sent for him. David offered to
fight for Israel. After consultation and some wrangling, Saul conceded and
appointed David to go and meet Goliath (1 Samuel 17:32-37).
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David entered a physical battle when he went out to fight Goliath. But a
spiritual battle was being waged as well. Goliath not only challenged Israel,
but Israel’s God. David not only fought for his nation, but as a testimony to
his faith.

As followers of Christ, we continue to experience conflict and enter spir-
itual battles. In 2 Timothy 4:6-8, Paul wrote, “For I am already being poured
out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. [ have fought
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is
in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who
have longed for his appearing.” Ephesians 6:11 says, “Put on the full armor of
God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’'s schemes.”

What battles are you facing? Put your faith in God. God was with David
as he faced Goliath. God is with you as you serve Jesus Christ. Take courage.
Second Timothy 1:7 reminds us, “For the Spirit God gave us does not make

us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.”

Interpreting the Scriptures

Trust God's Power (17:38-40)

17:38-39. Saul agreed to send David against Goliath and equipped David
for battle. While Goliath is often remembered for his great stature (“six cu-
bits and a span,” or about 9 feet 9 inches tall), he was also equipped with the
best military technology of the day: a bronze helmet, a coat of bronze armor,
bronze greaves to protect his legs, a bronze javelin, and a spear the length of
a weaver’s beam (1 Samuel 17:4-7). By providing armor, a helmet, a sword,
and a tunic, Saul was trying to help David meet Goliath on equal technologi-
cal footing. David stated that he could not go into battle with this equipment
because he was not used to them. Goliath had advantages in size, experience,
and in military technology. If David were to prevail, he would need to rely on
other resources. In 1 Samuel 17:37, David said to Saul, “The Lord who rescued
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me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the
hand of this Philistine.” David’s confidence in battle was found in the Lord.

17:40. In this verse, we learn of David’s preferred equipment: a shepherd
staff, five smooth stones from the stream, his shepherd’s bag, and his sling.
As a shepherd, David had encountered natural threats to his flock and pre-
vailed. Though he had not faced a mighty warrior like Goliath, he had faced
fierce wild animals, prevailed as a protector, and, along the way, had learned
to rely on God as his source of power and strength. Though David’s prepa-
ration was unconventional, it proved effective. God can use unconventional
circumstances and experiences to face us for future battles. Small, daily chal-

lenges can teach us to rely on God for strength and power.
Use God's Weapons (17:41-47)

17:41-42. Goliath approached David and assessed his opponent. He saw
that David was a youth and despised him. We are reminded of God’s word
to Samuel: “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected
him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). When
Goliath looked upon David, he saw little worthy of fear, reverence, or respect.
Those who are friends of the God of Israel know better. Goliath offers us an

example to avoid.

17:43-44. The stakes were elevated the moment Goliath cursed David “by
his gods” This was no longer just a physical battle. David stood as champion
not only of Saul’s army, but of the God of Israel. Goliath not only represented
the Philistines, but the gods they worshipped. As a follower of Jesus Christ,

you not only represent yourself. You represent Him (2 Corinthians 5:17-21).

17:45-47. David declared the stakes. Goliath relied on his technological su-
periority for victory. David, by contrast, said, “I come against you in the name
of the LORD God Almighty.” David declared he would prevail, and it was Goli-
ath and the dead of the Philistine army who would be devoured by the birds
and wild animals. This victory would not only ring out in the ears of the Isra-



106 HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD: Passing the Faith Along

elites and the Philistines but would result in “the whole world” knowing there
is a God in Israel. David’s declaration that “the battle is the Lord’s” humbles
us and calls us forward in faith. Psalm 33:16-19 reminds us, “No king is saved
by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great strength. A horse is
a vain hope for deliverance; despite all its great strength it cannot save. But
the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in

his unfailing love, to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine.”
Remember, the Victory Is the Lord's (17:48-51)

17:48-49. David “ran” to meet Goliath. He did not cower or hesitate, but
bravely charged forward. The battle must be entered into, and the challenge
must be met. What obstacles stand in your way? Are you advancing toward
those obstacles to meet them in faith? After David ran to meet Goliath, he
loaded a stone into his sling, slung it, and slayed Goliath. He moved forward,
took action, and was victorious. Where is God calling you forward? What ac-
tions are yours to take? What is the victory God is calling you toward?

17:50-51. David declared that the victory would be the Lord’s, and here
God brought that victory to completion. He did so “without a sword.” In-
stead, he used those skills, talents, abilities, and knowledge that God had
equipped him with, stood firmly, demonstrated a strong faith, and partici-
pated in God’s victory.

Focusing on the Meaning

When you consider the spiritual battles before you, what is the greatest ob-
stacle standing in your way? What keeps you from squarely facing the chal-
lenges that are in your path?

Ephesians 6:10 says, “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty
power.” Paul wrote long after David fought Goliath. But here we find a clear
exhortation that fits squarely with David’s witness and applies plainly for us
today. The strength we need to face our spiritual battles is found “in the Lord
and in His mighty power.”
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David faced Goliath with a staff, a sling, and five smooth stones from the
stream. Moreover, he stepped onto the battlefield “in the name of the Lord
God Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel” (1 Samuel 17:45). He had all
he needed to win a victory that day.

And we have all we need to be victorious in Christ.

Ephesians 6:11-20 reminds us of how God has equipped us. Paul exhorts
us to put on the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the sandals of
the gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the spirit, “which is the Word of God.” Paul also reminds us to pray. We do
not face our challenges without supply. Our strength is found in the Lord,
who holds us securely and equips us even as we are commanded to stand firm
in the faith.

God calls us to move forward and to claim what is ours in Christ. This
requires an exercise of faith. Trust in the Lord, take courage, and remember
that no matter the spiritual battle you face, the Lord goes with you.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Prior to class, display the following statement on a poster or board: “The
biggest challenge I have faced in my life is 7 Instruct class

members to reflect upon the statement as they arrive.

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

2. Once all members have arrived, allow a few moments for discussion.
After some responses, ask the class, What, if anything, would you change
about how you handled the situation? Allow time for responses.

3. Affirm the different responses made by class members and connect
them to the lesson’s “Main Idea.” State that in the spiritual battles
Christians face, victory can only come through expressing faith in God

when encountering struggles.

Guide Bible Study

4. Using material in the “Bible Comments,” have a class member present a
30-second overview of 1 Samuel 17:1-37, then read 1 Samuel 17:38-40.

Have class members answer these questions:

« What was the danger to David in using Saul’s armor? What weapons
did he choose?

+ What things might we be tempted to use when facing a larger-than-
life challenge in our lives? How can these things help us in spiritual

challenges?
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5. Have class members form listening groups of 3-4 people and read

1 Samuel 17:41-47. Allow several minutes for groups to discuss the fol-

lowing questions:

Why do you think Goliath chose these words to use against David?
What role do posturing and word choice play in intimidation? How

does this occur today?

Contrast Goliath’s physical description (1 Samuel 17:4-7) with Da-
vid’s (1 Samuel 17:38-40). How does this difference show who will
bring about victory? (Refer to 1 Samuel 16:7 as well.)

What was David’s reasoning for fighting the Philistine champion?
(See 17:46-47.)

What do you think might have occurred if David had listened to the
voices of Eliab and King Saul (1 Samuel 17:28, 33)? What voices try

to cause you to take your eyes off God?

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

6. Have groups present their findings to the class. After discussions, enlist

a class member to read 1 Samuel 17:48-51 like an excitable golf com-

mentator on TV (thrilled about the action but speaking softly). Have

the listening groups discuss the following:

Where does David find confidence in facing this giant? (Refer to 1
Samuel 17:34-37.)

Compare David’s attitude with that of Saul (1 Samuel 17:11).

Describe the end result for the men of Israel (17:47, 52). What about
the Philistine men (17:47, 51b-54)? What about “the whole world”
(17:46)?

What was David’s greatest weapon? (His faith in God’s power.)

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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7. Remind class members of the question from Step 1. Have them discuss
how those challenges might involve spiritual aspects, considering Da-
vid’s statement in 1 Samuel 17:46-47. Ask them to respond:

+ How can David’s statement help us understand our challenges today

are not always just in the physical realm?

+  What things can we do as individuals to prepare for these challenges?
What about as a church body?

Encourage Application

8. Direct class members to read the sidebar, “Gearing Up for Battle,” in the
Study Guide, and have them consider the last question about better uti-
lizing the armor of God. Ask for one or two responses to the question,
How might your next great spiritual challenge honor the Lord if you were to
show a deeper faith in His power than you have to this point?

9. Remind class members of the Israelite army’s response and this lesson’s
“Main Idea.” Prepare a scale from 1 to 10 (where 1 = Paralyzed! and 10
= No Stopping Me!) and have the class plot how fear when facing great
challenges affects them from moving forward.

+ How can David’s example give us courage today?

+ How might our courage when facing great spiritual battles encourage

and empower others?

10. Remind class members that David’s greatest weapon (his faith in God’s
power) can be their greatest weapon when facing their next overwhelm-
ing challenge. Encourage them to develop it more deeply in their lives,

then close in prayer.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Prior to class, use a tape measure to record the height of various items

in the classroom (items might include tables, ceilings, doors, floor-to-
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air return vents, etc.). Place a piece of colored paper with the height
written on it in black marker. (If one measurement is exactly nine feet,
or very close to it, place a piece of colored paper with a star on it near
that item.)

2. As students arrive, direct them to find a measurement closest to their
height and stand near it. Once class begins, direct students to find the
paper with the star on it; ask them what they might feel looking up at

someone who was that height on a basketball court.

3. State the lesson’s “Main Idea” and pray for the lesson, asking God to
help us overcome our fears when we face large challenges by trusting in

Him and His power.

Guide Bible Study

4. Read 1 Samuel 17:38-40 and have the class respond to these questions:

+ Where do you think Saul has placed his trust in this instance? How
about David?

+ How can we know if or when we cross the line from trusting God to
trusting in worldly methods? What should be done if we stop trust-
ing in the Lord’s power?

+ What would you say is the most important thing David did before
he faced Goliath? (Be sure to emphasize that David could have said
the right words, renounced Saul’s worldly weapons, stated he was
trusting in God, and never moved to the fight. Drawing near was the
ultimate show of his faith in God’s power.)

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

5, Have the class read 1 Samuel 17:41-47 and listen for answers to the

following questions:

« What weapons did Goliath use against the Israelites? (comments

may include intimidation, threats, cursing, sword, javelin, etc.)
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« What weapons did David have available?
+ According to verses 46-47, what is the main point of this narrative?

+ In what areas today do followers of Christ need the reminder that
“the battle belongs to the Lord?”

6. Read 1 Samuel 17:48-51. Using material from “Bible Comments,” de-

scribe for the class the impact David’s faith had upon the Israelites and
how our lives can be impactful for others, provided that we are spiritu-

ally prepared when the battle reaches our lives.

Direct learners to read the sidebar, “Gearing Up for Battle,” in the
Study Guide silently and allow several minutes for silent reflection. Lead
class members to discuss how Paul’s admonition to the Ephesian church

relates to David’s encounter with Goliath.

Say, Instead of identifying with David to find the inner strength to defeat our
challenges, we should identify with David as people of weaknesses. Lead the
class in a short discussion of embracing our weaknesses to experience
God’s power (see 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 and 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 for

reference).

Encourage Application

8. David’s trust was in the Lord’s power; that trust kept David from failing.

What would you attempt to do if you knew God would not let you fail?

9. What Goliaths are there in society, defying both believers and God to-

day?
+ How can you, small and less armed, defeat them?

+ How can a group of Christ-followers bring them down?

10. Close the lesson with prayer, asking God to grant His people the cour-

age to trust Him and “run quicky to the battle line.”



Focal Text Background

2 Samuel 18:6-11 2 Samuel 14:25-26;
1 Peter 2:21-25

lesson Q(b

A Tale of
Three Kings

MAIN IDEA

We each have three kings fighting for
control of our lives: Envy (King Saul),
and Submission (King David) and
Rebellion (King Absalom).

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Is my heart directed toward God?

TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand that God
is not in the process of using us until
we have learned submission, and

m developed patience

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE




114 HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD: Passing the Faith Along

Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Israel was in trouble.

After the conquest and settlement in the Promised Land, the people of
Israel asked Samuel, the priest and prophet, to anoint a king. Samuel anoint-
ed Saul, a man from the tribe of Benjamin, handsome and tall in appearance,
as their first king. Despite early opposition (1 Samuel 10:26-27), the people
consolidated behind Saul following a military victory (1 Samuel 11:1-15). But
soon thereafter, Saul faltered after a victory over the Philistine army (1 Sam-
uel 13:1-12). Rather than waiting for Samuel to preside over a sacrifice at
the victory feast, Saul assumed a priestly role before the people as well. God
stripped the kingdom from Saul and his posterity (1 Samuel 13:13-14). God
later confirmed again in 1 Samuel 15:1-35, that He rejected Saul as king.

David was anointed by Samuel as next king of Israel (1 Samuel 16:1-13).
But David did not immediately assume the throne. Saul continued to reign.
David served in Saul’s household (1 Samuel 16:14-23) and even fought as one
of Saul’s warriors (1 Samuel 17:1-58). As David proved himself as an effective
military commander, Saul grew envious (1 Samuel 18:1-8). From that time
forward, Saul looked for a way to eliminate David.

After Saul died, David ascended the throne and began well. The king-
dom was united, David led further military victory, and the land experienced
peace. But over time, with great success, elevated status, and the accrual of
wealth, power, and possessions, David sinned against the Lord by commit-
ting adultery with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:1-5) and murdering Bathsheba’s
husband Uriah (2 Samuel 11:6-26).

Soon thereafter, David’s household began to fall apart. David’s son Am-
mon raped his daughter Tamar, Absalom’s sister (2 Samuel 13:1-20). When
David heard, he became furious but took no action (2 Samuel 13:21-22). Ab-
salom avenged his sister by murdering Amnon (2 Samuel 13:23-39), and then
fled Jerusalem. When Absalom finally returned to Jerusalem he conspired
against David and sought the throne (2 Samuel 14:1-15:12). Absalom cap-
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tured the hearts of those in Israel: “In all Israel there was not a man so highly
praised for his handsome appearance as Absalom. From the top of his head
to the sole of his foot there was no blemish in him” (2 Samuel 14:25). After
amassing allies, Absalom was crowned king at Hebron (2 Samuel 15:10-12).
Weakened, David fled Jerusalem (2 Samuel 15:13-37). Absalom’s rebellion
had given him the upper hand.

The struggle between David and Absalom intensified. Our focal text, 2
Samuel 18:6-11, tells what happened when these two opposing armies met
in battle. The result was a tragedy. David was still remembered admirably for
the way he submitted to God. But we also see the ways David failed God, as
well as the consequences of sin.

Interpreting the Scriptures

An Overwhelming Victory

18:6. The forest of Ephraim was described in Joshua 17:17-18 as plentiful
in timber and was located to the east of the Jordan River in Gilead (2 Samuel
17:24; 19:15). David had amassed his forces at Mahanaim (2 Samuel 17:24-
29) and was well supplied for battle. After dividing his garrisons and appoint-
ing commanders, David offered to lead the army but was dissuaded (2 Samuel
18:1-5). His final exhortation to his top commanders, Joab, Abishai, and [ttai
was, “Be gentle with the young man Absalom for my sake” (2 Samuel 18:5).
The troops heard David as he gave these orders.

18:7. David’s army accomplished an overwhelming victory and casualties for
the forces of Absalom were extremely high, totaling twenty thousand men.
Despite Absalom’s overwhelming popularity over David, battlefield experi-
ence and military guile were more abundant among David’s allies. David had
won his fame as a warrior, while Absalom was raised in a palace during a time
of relative stability and peace.
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18:8. The battlefield melee is described as widespread and great. The forest
is said to have “swallowed up more men that day than the sword.” The mean-
ing is uncertain. Some men may have deserted the army in the confusion of
battle, others may have fallen prey to wild animals or poisonous plants, some
may have starved to death after being injured and isolated in the forest, and
still others could have fallen victim to traps set by members of David’s army.

18:9. This verse describes a moment of tragedy. Absalom encountered Da-
vid’s men and was pursued. He rode a mule, elsewhere named as a mode of
transportation for the king’s sons (2 Samuel 13:29). Absalom’s hair became
entangled in the branches of a large oak. Caught, he was suspended in the
air. Absalom’s hair was described as lush in 2 Samuel 14:26. What was for-
merly remarked upon as a source of glory for Absalom became a factor in his

demise.

18:10. Absalom’s condition was reported to Joab, one of David’s top com-
manders. The soldier did not raise his hand against the king’s son. This hear-
kens back to David’s refusal to kill Saul, even when he was given opportunity.
Furthermore, the army had overheard David’s instructions to Joab, Abishai,
and Ittai to be gentle with Absalom for David’s sake. In 2 Samuel 18:12, the
soldier repeated David’s instructions as his reason for sparing Absalom: “Even
if a thousand shekels were weighed out into my hands, I would not lay a hand
on the king’s son. In our hearing the king commanded you and Abishai and

”»

[ttai, ‘Protect the young man Absalom for my sake.

18:11. Joab questioned the soldier as to his reasons for leaving Absalom
alive. Furthermore, Joab stated he would have rewarded the soldier hand-
somely. But Joab was known as a shrewd man, having previously acted with
boldness and cunning when defying David and avenging himself on Abner
(2 Samuel 3:6-39). The soldier suspected that Joab may have dealt with him
treacherously and betrayed him before the king (2 Samuel 18:12-13). In 2
Samuel 18:14-15, Joab led a small group of men who together killed Absa-
lom.
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Focusing on the Meaning

The stories of Saul, David, and Absalom contain more examples of failure
than of success. Each king teaches us important lessons about our moral
choices, the nature of faith, and the character of God. Saul was envious of
David. David is known to us as a man after God’s own heart, but was also
guilty of pride, adultery, waywardness, murder, and other sins. The effects
of David’s poor choices were seen in his family. David’s son, Absalom, led a
rebellion against him.

King David, however, did distinguish himself by the way he continued to
seek and submit to God’s leadership and correction, even when he and the
people of Israel came under God’s judgment. David did not do this perfectly.
But there was one who came after David, an even greater King, who did.

In 1 Peter 2:21-25, we are instructed to submit ourselves to God in the
same way Jesus submitted to the divine will. Peter wrote, “To this you were
called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps.” Peter went on to describe the sufferings of Christ
and His submission to God’s will as displayed upon the cross. Peter suggested
Christ’s sufferings fulfilled Isaiah 53:1-12. Citing Isaiah 53:5, Peter stated,
“by his wounds you have been healed.”

Christ submitted to death on our behalf and was vindicated in His glo-
rious resurrection. If we place our faith in Him, we no longer go astray, like
sheep, but instead return “to the Shepherd and Overseer” of our souls (1 Pe-
ter 2:25). We can then gladly submit ourselves to the Lordship and leadership
of Christ. Not only do we have His example, but we also have Him, and with
Him we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us (Philippians
4:13). Our life is “hidden in Christ with God,” and He strengthens us as we
put off the old self and put on Christ (Colossians 3:1-17).

The Bible is filled with stories that give both examples to follow and
examples to avoid. The Scriptures contain God’s revelation to people about
Himself and show the ways God has been at work in the lives of people like
us. All Christians remain on the journey of learning to live a new life in Christ
and what it means for us to be “dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus”

(Romans 6:11). Sin no longer has power over us (Romans 6:18). In Christ
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Jesus, “the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life”
(Romans 6:22-23).

Is your heart directed toward God? Consider your answer prayerfully.
Ask God to graciously lead you to “yes,” reveal to you your brokenness, teach
you to submit to His leadership, and then help you to learn to patiently de-
pend on Him. Then, walk the path of faith.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Display five colored rectangles corresponding to the Homeland Security
Advisory System (see www.dhs.gov/national-terrorism-advisory-sys-
tem for reference). Have class members look at colors as they arrive but

do not explain them.

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

2. As the session begins, ask class members to consider their present spir-
itual direction as compared to the colors (green = following God con-
sistently, red = not following God at all). Ask students to examine their
spiritual lives from a year ago to the present and see if the color is dif-

ferent.

3. Read the “Question to Explore” and lead the class in prayer, encourag-
ing students to be open to the Holy Spirit’s prompting during today’s
study.

Guide Bible Study

4. Using material from “Bible Comments,” provide a 30-second recap of
David’s life between becoming king and this lesson. Read 2 Samuel
18:6-11. Have class members form discussion groups of 3-4 people and
discuss the following questions:

+ How was the smaller army able to defeat a much larger force?

+ What would you consider to be Absalom’s greatest flaw? (See 2 Sam-
uel 14:25-26.)
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+ How would you describe Joab’s response in verse 11? Was this right

or wrong?

Allow several minutes for discussion and then have groups present
their findings to the class.

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

. Direct students to the sidebar, “Caught Between Heaven and Earth,” in

the Study Guide. Read it to the class, then lead students in a discussion
of how Absalom’s life was marked by rebellion. Include in the discussion
remarks on how rebellion affects the lives of others (see also Joshua 7
and Achan).

Using material from “Focusing On the Meaning,” discuss with class

members the importance of submission in the life of the follower of
Christ.

. Enlist a student to read Saul’s Monologue to the class (provide the stu-

dent with adequate preparation time). Using material from “Bible Com-
ments,” as well as 1 Samuel 18-19, be prepared to lead a brief discussion
on the effects of envy in the heart of a follower of Christ.

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

. Summarize the events between Absalom’s death and the news reaching

David. Read 2 Samuel 18:31-33 and have listening groups discuss the

following:

+ Compare the Cushite’s emotion in relaying the news with David’s
emotion upon hearing it. Give a rationale for both.

+ Why was David’s statement in 2 Samuel 18:5 both appropriate and
inappropriate for a king?

+ Why was David’s response in verse 33 both appropriate and inappro-
priate for a king?
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. What other evidence of brokenness do we see in David’s life? (com-
ments could include writing—Psalm 51; he lost a child because of
sin—2 Samuel 12:15-18; the events surrounding Tamar and Am-

non—?2 Samuel 13; etc.)
+ How can brokenness be a useful thing in a person’s life?

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Encourage Application

8.

10.

)«

Read the lesson’s “Question to Explore.” Have the class respond to the
following prompts; if one or two members will respond verbally, allow
time for them.

+ How often do you rebel at following God’s leadership?
+ In what things do you most resist His authority?

+ What principle from today’s lesson could be useful when facing spir-

itual rebellion?

. Direct students to the sidebar, “An Absalom Moment,” in the Study

Guide. Have them silently ponder the examples it presents. State, Even
though he made some pretty notable mistakes, David’s brokenness over his
sinful actions throughout his life made him the best of the three kings.

Using the colored rectangles from Step 1, ask students to evaluate
their level of brokenness before the Lord (green = submitted and will-
ing, red = stubborn and unwilling). Encourage students to offer repen-

tance and confession in areas of their lives when necessary.

Close the session in prayer, asking God to bring the hearts of the class

in line with His guidance and restore broken fellowship with Him.
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DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Display Proverbs 16:18 for class members. As class members arrive, ask
them to consider this verse and think of examples where it was proven
to be true (responses could include sporting events where a player or
team celebrated early and ended up losing a game; boasting to receive a

promotion before it’s announced; etc.).

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

2. As the session begins, allow students to share responses, examining
how each example’s outcome might have been avoided. After a few min-
utes, state the lesson’s “Question to Explore.” Say, The study today shows
the effects of a prideful heart and offers a choice to make in following Christ
in faith.

3. Pray for the lesson time, asking the Holy Spirit to show areas of pride
in the hearts of those present, as well as remove any obstacles to obedi-

ence.

Guide Bible Study

4. Using material from “Bible Comments,” present a brief synopsis of Ab-
salom’s life under David, and Absalom’s rebellion, which concludes in 2
Samuel 18. Ask students to brainstorm Absalom’s motivations for seek-
ing out the throne against his father.

+ Read 2 Samuel 18:6-11, then have class members respond to the fol-

lowing questions:

+ How would you describe Absalom’s overall attitude? What about his
attitude toward God?

+ Is this attitude reflective of your attitude? If so, how? If not, why?
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5. Direct students to the sidebar, “Caught Between Heaven and Earth,” in
the Study Guide. Using information it contains, briefly discuss the con-
sequences of pride in Absalom’s life and the implications for believers

today.

6. Read 1 Samuel 18:6, 8-9 to the class. Enlist a class member to read
“Saul’s Monologue” and then direct the class to listen and then respond

to the following prompts:
« How does Saul’s behavior reflect the condition of his heart?

+ How can playing the “comparison game” be dangerous for a person?

(Looking at others’ achievements and comparing yourself to them.)

+ What other Scriptures tell us about handling envy or jealousy? (Re-
sponses might include Proverbs 14:30; 2 Corinthians 10:17; Gala-
tians 6:4-5; 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12; Philippians 2:3; etc.)

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

7. Summarizing information in the “Bible Comments,” describe how Da-
vid’s life has changed since he became king; focus on what struggles he
has faced and how he addressed them.

Read 2 Samuel 18:31-33 then allow a few minutes of discussion using

the following questions:

+ The death of a child is naturally a time of grief, but was David’s re-
sponse proper? Why do you think so?

+ Apart from death, what other experiences in life can create broken-

ness?

+ What comfort can you find in Scripture regarding brokenness? (Re-
sponses might include Psalm 51:10, 17; Isaiah 57:15; Romans 8:28;
etc.)
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Encourage Application

8.

10.

On a scale of 1 to 10, where 1 = Never, how often do you rebel at follow-
ing God’s leadership? In what things do you most resist His authority?
Are there things in your life that need to be confessed as rebellion?

. Comparing David’s life with Saul’s, what is the most significant differ-

ence? Both men committed terrible acts, but one is more revered than
the other. What principle can be applied to our lives from this compari-

son?

Refer students to the “Question to Explore” and close the session in
prayer. Ask God to give comfort and counsel to any who need to re-di-
rect their hearts to Him today.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Elijah lived in dark days. The united monarchy under David and then Solo-
mon was divided during the reign of Solomon’s son, Rehoboam. Ten of the
twelve tribes followed Jeroboam and two tribes (Judah and Benjamin) fol-
lowed the throne of the house of David in Jerusalem. While the Kingdom
of Judah enjoyed the continuation of David’s line on his throne there was
constant political turmoil in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. By the time we
come to Elijah, four different families held the throne of Israel. The house of
Omri, Ahab’s father, was the fourth.

Not only was the political situation of the Northern Kingdom unstable,
but their religious life was in tatters too. To prevent his people from going to
Jerusalem to worship, Jeroboam, Israel’s first king, built sanctuaries for the
golden calves he made (1 Kings 12:25-33). He created a new priesthood, new
feast days, and new rules for worship all designed to keep the people from
turning to the Lord and back to the leadership of David’s house. Omyri, Isra-
el’s sixth king, strengthened the worship of the golden calves and the Bible
said of him, “Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, and acted more wickedly
than all who were before him” (1 Kings 16:25). Ahab, Omri’s son, added to
his father’s sin and introduced Baal and Asherah worship, built high places
for them all the while maintaining the cult of the golden calves. Of him it
was said, “Thus Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel than all the
kings of Israel who were before him” (1 Kings 16:33).

We understand then why the Lord sent a famine on the Northern King-
dom of Israel (1 Kings 17:1). Their dry souls were matched by the dry and
desperate land they lived in. Under such conditions, the voice of the prophet
was heard. However, Elijah’s was not the only voice. Although Jezebel unsuc-
cessfully tried to kill all the prophets of the Lord (1 Kings 18:4), many godly
people still lived. One such man was Obadiah, who was over Ahab’s house-
hold (1 Kings 18:3). The Bible says Obadiah was a man who feared the LORD
and hid 100 prophets of the LORD from Jezebel’s purge. He was the man God
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used in 1 Kings 18 to announce the return of Elijah to King Ahab. Obadiah
also represented God fearing men and women who lived under the hegemony
of wickedness. Elijah’s ministry demonstrated God’s love for His people and

manifested God’s power and glory to a nation in peril.

Interpreting the Scripture

Elijah Repaired the Altar (18:30-35)

18:30. Elijah preached a sermon without saying a word. The Hebrew word
for “come near” and its pseudonym are often used in the Hebrew text to in-
dicate drawing near to God in worship. Generations have passed since Israel
heard this word used for the worship of the Lord. Elijah invited them to draw
near to him as he rebuilt the broken altar. The language and the imagery were
a powerful message to the soul of a broken nation. The condition of the altar
is indicated by the Hebrew word meaning “torn” or “thrown down.” Perhaps
this place of worship, although inactive due to the altar at Jerusalem, was a
victim of Jezebel’s cleansing. Even the smallest reminder of the Lord God was
too much for the lies of Baal.

18:31. Elijah continued his illustrated sermon by taking 12 stones as the
foundation of the restored altar. The number would not have gone unnoticed
by those gathered on Mt. Carmel. The Scripture makes it clear by saying,
“twelve stones according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob” (1
Kings 18:31). Such an arrangement harkens back to the stones pulled from
the Jordan and set up as a marker to remind the people how the Lord brought
them into the land (Joshua 4:1-9). Just like the Jordan memorial, the foun-
dation of this altar was meant to remind them who they were and Whose
they were. This is also reminiscent of the altar Moses built (Exodus 24:3-5)
when he set up 12 pillars at the occasion of Israel’s vow when they said, “All
the words which the LORD has spoken we will do!” (Exodus 24:3).

18:32. Elijah did not repair the altar the priests of Baal defiled but reared
up an ancient site “in the name of the LORD.” He forwent the use of what
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was convenient for what was right and according to God’s order. The prophet
endeavored to bring the people back to their first love by showing them the
principle of quiet devotion.

The trench was a curious addition. No earthen altar recorded in the Old
Testament had this at its foundation. Elijah was anticipating a great answer.
Just as Isaac asked Abraham, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is
the lamb for the burnt offering?” (Genesis 22:7), so the people of Elijah’s day
were asking, “The wood and the bullock but where is the fire?” The challenge
was for fire to fall; Elijah knew it would and the presence of a soaking wet

offering and altar would magnify the effect.

18:33-35. Notice that Elijah followed the order for a burnt offering outlined
in Leviticus 1:7-9. The only missing element was the fire. Even the washing
of the organs and the legs was followed by Elijah as he had the people pour
water all over the sacrifice. The prophet rebuilt the sacrificial site, arranged
the wood on it, flayed the animal and placed it on the wood, then he asked
the people to make this their sacrifice by washing the ox with water. They did
not use just enough to wash the legs, but an extreme amount. Water was pre-
cious at this time since it had not rained for three years. Perhaps they went
to the nearby Mediterranean to fill their barrels. This water looked forward
to the heavenly fire that would consume it, but also harkened to the rain that
would soon follow. The repeated washing, three times, firmly established the
fact that only fire from heaven could light the wood and burn up the ox. As
they continued at the prophet’s direction to pour the water, the trench slowly

filled.
Elijah's Prayer (18:36-39)

18:36-37. Elijah began by drawing near. The same Hebrew word was used
in verse 30 (see the comments on 1 Kings 18:30). The prophet did not ask
the people to do something he was not willing to do. Just as he asked them
to come near to him, so he came near to the Lord’s altar to make his prayer.
The request of the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18:26, 28) began by speaking
the name of their god, but there was no beauty in it, no connection to Isra-

el’s past, no personal piety; it was only a recitation of a formula. After Elijah
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mocked them, they “cried with a loud voice” and “cut themselves” to show
their sincerity.

The prophet started his prayer by connecting his hearers (again) to their
forgotten past. He addressed the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel. This is
the God who brought them into covenant with Himself. A covenant that Eli-
jah prayed according to, making the same request twice. His first request was
for the people to “know.” The Hebrew phrase is, “This day let it be known.”
Elijah prayed a bold prayer for his audience to know, not sometime in the
future, but on that very day, a) that there was only one God in Israel, b) that
Elijah was His prophet, and c¢) that the Word of God was still trustworthy as
demonstrated by Elijah’s actions and the fire that was about to fall.

The prophet’s second request was the same, “That this people may
know.” However, Elijah’s prayer was not for a generalized knowledge, but for
a knowledge that transforms. That is why he added “you have turned their
heart back.” It is one thing to know about God, but it is another to know Him

as your God. Just ask the demons (James 2:19).

18:38-39. The Hebrew text paints a vivid picture of this event. The sen-
tence begins with the verb “fell.” The fire of the Lord came down so Elijah,
the prophets, and the people were all witnessing fire from heaven landing on
the altar. The next verb is very descriptive—“consumed.” Notice the order of
consumption was reverse of the construction of the altar: the offering (ox),
wood, and then the stones. You can imagine as the people watched the fire of
the Lord eat its way down to the ground and even the dust and the water in
the trench were taken as part of the offering.

Compare this scene to what transpired in 1 Kings 18:29. After all their
efforts nothing happened for the prophets of Baal, “but there was no voice,
no one answered, and no one paid attention” (1 Kings 18:29). This was per-
haps one of the saddest scenes, yet very instructive for us. No matter how
heartfelt or ecstatic a religious experience may be, if it is not done according
to biblical order, it is not of God.

Upon seeing the fire of the Lord burn up the holy things, the people re-
sponded with a confession of faith, “The LORD, He is God.” Elijah’s prayer
was answered, and the challenge met (1 Kings 18:24). A new fire was kindled
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in the hearts of the people. A devotional flame that would bring more than

three barrels of water to their land.

Focusing on the Meaning

Elijah did something that 450 prophets of Baal could not do. He prayed and
received an answer to his prayer. His answer affected a nation and is remem-
bered by the New Testament as a model for prayer (James 5:17-18). Why is
his simple prayer such a wonderful model for us? James said it is because we
do not pray, or we pray wrongly. “You do not have because you do not ask.
You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you
may spend it on your pleasures” (James 4:2-3). So, pray and do it with per-
sistence (like Elijah, James 5:16) and do it expecting God to hear and answer.
The prophets of Baal asked the wrong person and did it in the wrong way.
Therefore, they heard no voice, and no one paid any attention to them.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Ask class members to mention to their neighbor or to the whole class
a circumstance when in recent history an underdog beat the presumed
winner. Ask one or two volunteers to briefly share the story of the un-

derdog’s victory with the entire class.

2. Ask the class to name underdog stories in the Bible (Gideon David, He-
brews at Red Sea, Jesus in the tomb).

Ask, What are some basic characteristics of an underdog and an underdog’s
victory? Ask, What makes the underdog stories in the Bible different?

Guide Bible Study

3. Give a summary of 1 Kings 17:1-24 to include these elements:
+ Elijah prophesied to Ahab there would be no rain for 3 years.

+ Elijah fled to a brook where God sent ravens to bring him bread and

meat.

+ God told Elijah to go to Zarephath where he met a widow with her
only son. The widow gave Elijah her last bit of food, but God replen-
ished the meager ingredients daily until the drought ended.

+ The widow’s son died, and God used Elijah to raise the boy back to
life.

4. Have amember read 1 Kings 18:1, 17-21. Say, Elijah issued the challenge:
“If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” Baal was worshiped
as a fertility god, but there had been no rain for 3 years, yet the Lord’s proph-
et Elijah had prophesied that it would not rain for 3 years, and there had
been severe drought during that time.
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. Have someone else read 1 Kings 18:22-39.

. Have class members put on a skit re-enacting the prophets of Baal and

their attempt at sacrifice to get Baal to act, and then a different group
to act out Elijah rebuilding the altar of the Lord, preparation of the altar

and sacrifice, Elijah’s prayer, and God’s response.

+ Characters are 3-4 prophets of Baal; Elijah and the people helping

him prepare the altar; the crowd.

. Debrief the passage and the skit. Ask, What stood out to you in the pas-

sage or the skit? What was the significance of the broken altar to the Lord
and Elijah rebuilding it with 12 stones? What was significant about the four

pitchers being poured over the altar three different times?

. Say, By the way, verse 41 said it started to rain hard. The drought was over

because God was in control and not Baal.

Encourage Application

9. Ask, What idols do people today follow expecting those idols to do something

for them? Then ask, What needs are people seeking these idols to fill for

them? (Comfort, security, love, finances, etc.)

10. Ask, How are our altars to the Lord broken down, and what can we do about

the disrepair?

11. Use these quotes from the Study Guide to close the lesson:

+ “When we come to God in our brokenness, we are in ruins and need
to be restored. Yet, instead of restoring our lives so we can come to

God, we come to God so He can restore our lives.”

+ “Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” God is in
the business of making all things new, and He transforms us into
altars that worship Him when we refocus on who He is and come to

Him—just as we are.”
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DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Read the underdog story about James “Buster” Douglas in the “Intro-
duction” of the Study Guide.

2. Bring pictures of famous underdogs who won their contest and see
if the class can identify the underdog (Harry Truman; NY Jets; Kurt
Warner; Colonial Army vs. the Redcoats). (A copy of this assignment is
available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.gc2press.

org.)

3. To give background to the passage, read the last four paragraphs of the
Study Guide, tarting with “When we come to 1 Kings 18....”

Guide Bible Study

4. Have a member read 1 Kings 18:30-35. Ask, What was significant about
the altar of the Lord in disrepair? What had happened to it? Why was it left
in that state?

5. Ask, What does Elijah do about the broken altar and what was the signifi-
cance in choosing 12 stones?

6. Ask someone to share an experience of trying to light wet wood. Dis-
cuss the possibility of wood and the sacrifice catching fire that had been
thoroughly doused 12 times and also the significance of having the four
containers poured three times each. Ask, Why did Elijah do this?

7. Use this quote from the Study Guide: “When we refocus on God, we find
that His forgiveness washes away our failures, immorality, and wicked-
ness. God accepts every “tribe” as His own people. All are welcome to
come in our brokenness to be restored as we refocus our attention on
worshiping the LORD.”
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8.

10.

Have a member read Elijah’s plea to God in 1 Kings 18:36-37. Have the
class identify the different aspects of this prayer and write them on a

focal wall.

+ The Lord God has always been their God as evidenced in history
through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob/Israel.

+ Today show the people You are still the God of Israel.
+ Elijah was God’s faithful servant.

+ Elijah asked God to reveal Himself once again to His people and turn
their hearts back to Him.

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”

for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Have a member read 1 Kings 18:38-39 for response of God and the peo-
ple.

Have the class say in unison three times: “The LORD, He is God, the
LoRrp, He is God.”

Encourage Application

11.

12.

13.

Read this quote from the Study Guide: “When we look back on the bib-
lical account and on the events of our own lives, we return to the God
who has been so faithful. We remember that the Lord of the yesteryears
is the very same God who reigns in the uncertainty of the events of
our present moments. This builds our trust that the Lord will see us

through whatever we are facing.”
Ask questions 1 and 3 from the Study Guide.

Close in prayer confessing that “The LORD He is God” and asking for
strength and willingness to “live a life where the LORD is God.”
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

A dark cloud covered Elijah after several intense, victorious experiences: the
answer by fire on Carmel (1 Kings 18:38), the slaughter of the prophets of
Baal (1 Kings 18:40), the prayer for rain on top of Carmel (1Kings 18:42-
45), and the hand of the Lord causing him to outrun Ahab’s chariot (1 Kings
18:46). However, none of those things prepared him to face Jezebel’s wrath.

Ahab married Jezebel contrary to the word of the Lord that instruct-
ed Israelites to marry within the tribes and not outside (Deuteronomy 7:2-
4). He took her for his wife (1 Kings 16:31) and she worked to establish the
worship of Baal in Israel. She was also the mother of Athaliah who became
queen of Judah and like her mother, she instructed her son, Ahaziah, King
of Judah, in the ways of Baal (2 Kings 8:26-27; 2 Chronicles 22:2-4). Jezebel
was used as an illustration of the heretic in Revelation. The church of Thyatira
was dealing with someone who claimed to be a prophetess, a teacher of false-
hoods, a seducer of morals, and an idolator (Revelation 2:20). This person
was called Jezebel by John.

She was responsible for the deaths of many of the prophets of the Lord
as revealed by Obadiah (1 Kings 18:4). When Elijah returned the favor at
the brook Kishon, killing the 450 prophets of Baal, she threatened his life.
No doubt Elijah knew she would find a way to make good her threat against
him. In 1 Kings 21:1-14, we discover she was a bloodthirsty woman who had
no qualms about killing good men to get her way. We can understand then
why Elijah would sense that his life was in danger. We turn now to this dark

period in Elijah’s ministry.
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Interpreting the Scripture

Elijah’s Trip to the Juniper Tree (19:3-4)

The Hebrew text begins with three verbs in a row, “Then he saw, and he rose
up, and went for his life.” What was it that Elijah saw? The Hebrew verb “to
see” is very common and like our English verb carries with it a host of util-
ity. Sometimes it suggests knowledge, perception, or insight. The prophet
heard the words of Jezebel’s messenger and perceived the threat, the wicked
queen’s resolve and fury over her prophets being killed, and the nightmare of
his own cruel death at her hands. What he did not see was the promise of God
to continue to keep him, the victories of recent events, or reforming work of
the Spirit of God among the people.

The next verb in the sequence means “to rise up.” After being empowered
by the Spirit of God to outrun Ahab’s chariot, Elijah rested somewhere in the
city of Jezreel. Upon hearing Jezebel’s threat, he knew his proximity to the
queen placed his life in even greater danger for she, no doubt, had agents
willing to do all her bidding. Elijah understood the reality of her rage and his
vulnerability in her city of residence, so he rose in haste to leave. This Hebrew
verb will play a role later in the study.

The last verb in this list is the word “to go” translated here “he went.”
Where was he going? It is obvious what he was going from, but what was his
destination? Not having an end in mind and not being sent by the Lord was
new for Elijah. His every move had been directed by the Lord. He was sent to
the brook Cherith (17:3), to Zarephath (17:9), to Ahab (18:1), to Mt. Carmel
(18:19), to the summit of Carmel (18:42), and to Jezreel (18:46). Here in
verse 3 the Lord did not send him out, and he probably did not know where
to go.

After a long journey, and under the cover of Judah, the Southern King-
dom, which was ruled at this time by Asa, Elijah came to Beersheba. The verb
translated “he left” is a causative form, which suggests intention. He left his
servant there so he could travel into the wilderness alone. Perhaps Elijah
knew what he had in mind and did not want his faithful helper to witness the
failure of the prophet’s faith.
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Alone and pushing even further South, it becomes obvious the prophet
did not have a destination in mind at all. He just wanted solitude to make
his dark prayer to the Lord. After finding his spot under a juniper tree he sat
down. Here, we are reminded of another prophet, Jonah. Jonah’s experience
helps us understand Elijah’s need and ours as well. Both men were disap-
pointed with God. Jonah under the gourd (Jonah 4:6) and Elijah under the
juniper tree. Both men made desperate prayers and asked to die (Jonah 4:8),
were disappointed in the way things turned out, and both experienced provi-
dential grace disguised as common flora. They were both done with God, but
He was not done with them.

Elijah prayed, “It is enough; now, O LORD, take my life, for I am not bet-
ter than my fathers” (1 Kings 19:4). These words reveal the thick darkness
that covered the prophet’s soul. They show why he left Jezreel, why he inten-
tionally left his servant in Beersheba, and why he wandered a day’s journey
into the deserted wilderness. What has he had enough of? Apparently, he has
been competing with the dark image of his fathers’ sins, trying to be better
than them. No wonder he was worn out. When he realized the revival did not
touch the heart of Jezebel or Ahab, he must have come to the end of himself.

The Angel’s Meal at the Juniper Tree (19:5-6)

The Hebrew word translated “angel” occurs three times in this passage. The
first time it is rightly translated “messenger” when Jezebel sent her vile threat
to the prophet (1 Kings 19:2). The context gives us light on the meaning and
the work of God’s angels as messengers. This first angel delivered God’s re-
sponse to Elijah’s prayer. He wanted to die, and for the Lord to “take” him,
but the Lord’s answer was a resounding no. The bread and water miraculously
provided for the prophet in the wilderness reminds us of the children of Isra-
el. God provided bread (Exodus 16:15) and water (Exodus 17:6) for them on
their wilderness journey even though they too wanted to die (Exodus 16:3).
The angel directed him to live by commanding him to eat. Notice that
the bread was baked on hot stones near his head. The Lord was tending to a
very sick man who had to have his meal delivered to his bedside. He was sick,
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spiritually and physically, and so his cure was both. After he ate and drank,
he, like a sick patient, lay back down again.

Notice that both angels gave him the command to “Arise and eat.” This
stands in contrast to this word’s use in verse 3 when Elijah arose and fled to
Beersheba. That action was not taken at the behest of the Lord, but due to
Elijah’s overestimation of Jezebel’s threat. How gracious our God is to heal us
rather than condemn us after we make a rash, carnal decision. How merciful
He is not to answer our faithless prayers, but instead gives us a gentle no and

nudges us back toward grace and peace.
Elijah's Trip Back to the Mountain Top (19:7-8)

In verse 7, a change occurred when we are told that the “angel of the LORD”
appeared the second time to Elijah. Some theologians believe that this
phrase, “the angel of the LORD” is thought to represent the appearance of the
pre-incarnate Christ. Such appearances were experienced by Hagar (Genesis
16:7), Abraham (Genesis 22:11), Moses (Exodus 3:2), Joshua (Joshua 5:14-
15), and Gideon (Judges 6:11) just to name a few. The presence of the “angel
of the LORD” adds emphasis to the pastoral nature of this encounter. The
very Shepherd of souls was watching out for His man, caring for him, and
giving him new direction on the backside of his great depression. He did not
answer the prophet’s dark prayer but gave him hope.

Like the first angel, the angel of the LORD touched the prophet, and com-
manded him to “arise, eat.” Unlike the first angel, He gave Elijah the rationale
for dependency. He said, “the journey is too great for you.” We cannot live
this life of faith, stand for righteousness, engage a corrupt culture, and pro-
claim the good news in our own strength. Elijah’s lesson and ours lie in these
words. We are unable to finish well if we do not depend on His food and His
strength. Somehow, Jezebel’s words had knocked Elijah off that foundation.

The bread, water, and the word provided by the Lord gave supernatural
endurance to make a trip from the coasts of Beersheba all the way to Sinai,
a 40-day trek. A careful reading of the New Testament will recall the 40-day
wilderness experience of Christ after the Spirit comes upon Him at His bap-
tism (Matthew 4:1-3). During those days, He wrestled with Satan but was
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victorious trusting in the Word of the God who strengthened Him for the
journey. Elijah’s trip led him to Horeb, another name for Mt. Sinai. So, he
went from Carmel’s peak (1 Kings 18:42) to the “mountain of God” here in
verse 8.

Focusing on the Meaning

Elijah was broken and ready to die, or was he? The Lord strengthened the
prophet for the journey to Horeb. During his interview on the “mountain of
God” Elijah complained twice (1 Kings 19:10 and 14) about his condition. He
mentioned his zeal for God, Israel’s apostacy, and the threat upon his life.
Was he trusting in his religious zeal to stand right before God? Didn’t he say
in his prayer for death that he was no better than his fathers? Was he drawing
a comparison between himself and the people to justify himself in God’s very
presence? What about all those people on top of Carmel who cried out, “The
LoRD, He is God; the LORD, He is God” (1 Kings 18:39). What about Obadiah
and the 100 prophets of the Lord that he hid? He was not alone, nor was
his zeal dependent on his duty to God. Jezebel’s cleansing of the Lord’s men
in Israel was a real threat, but she was not greater than the One who called
them.

The Lord answered his prayer by pointing out men who were ready to
serve: Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha. Not only would those men take care of
the political and religious corruption in Israel, but the Lord mentioned the
7,000 unknown ones (1 Kings 19:18) who kept themselves “unstained by the
world” (James 1:27). What gentle humility the Lord gave His prophet, and
what wonderful hope to know that Elijah’s ministry would be the platform
for younger men to effect change in Israel.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Share with a neighbor in class a time when you felt very low and dis-
couraged or possibly depressed, and God sent you a Christian friend,
led you to a verse or passage of Scripture, to an encouraging song on the

radio, or an invitation to go do something that lifted your spirits.

2. During the week ask a class member to prepare a 2-minute summary of
the lesson from the previous week (1 Kings 18:30-39) of God’s victory
over Baal on Mt. Carmel using His prophet, Elijah. Include the fact that
the drought was over (see 18:41).

3. Say, When we last saw Elijah he had just participated in God’s great victory
over Baal and the people repented and returned to the Lord. In today’s pas-
sage, we will see how quickly things turned for Elijah.

Guide Bible Study
4. Break into small groups and have each group read 1 Kings 19:1-3 and

answer these questions. (A copy of this assignment for steps 4-7 is

available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.gc2press.

org.)

+ What do you do when you are afraid? What are ways people respond
to fear?

+ Why was Elijah afraid and running for his life after he had just par-
ticipated in God’s miraculous and dramatic victory over Baal on Mt.
Carmel?

+ When have you experienced a great victory only for it to be followed
by a big disappointment, a tragedy, or something that made you
afraid?
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5. Read 1 Kings 19:4-8, in your small group, about how God responded to

Elijah physically and emotionally, and answer the following questions:

+ What was Elijah feeling?
+ In what ways did God respond to Elijah?

+ How can we cry out to God when we feel afraid, discouraged, de-
pressed, or walking “through the valley of shadow of death” (See
Psalms 3 and 6.)

6. Read 1 Kings 19:9-13, how God responded to Elijah spiritually.
+ What is the significance of Mt. Horeb also known as Mt. Sinai?
+ Share with your group a special place you go to meet with God.

+ Often, we look to God to speak to us to show us His will in an ob-
servable way, through a sermon, a song, a miracle, or a word from a
friend. How did God appear to Elijah?

7. Read 1 Kings 19:14-18, God responded to Elijah professionally.
+ What new tasks did God give Elijah?

+ How would Elijah appointing Elisha as his successor as prophet affect
Elijah?

+ How do you think Elijah reacted when God told him about the 7,000
in verse 18?

Encourage Application

8. Use this quote from the Study Guide: “We all get afraid. Life can bring us
down. People hurt us. Circumstances may seem dismal, but God never
leaves us nor forsakes us (Deuteronomy 31:6). He is always watching
over us, caring for us, and providing for our needs. Sometimes those
needs come from the miraculous hands of angels and at other times
it comes through the caring arms of a friend. Regardless of how they
come, if we will have eyes to see it, we will witness the powerful pres-
ence of God that shifts our fear to faith.”
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9.

10.

11.

Say, When we feel abandoned by God, know He is always right there, provid-
ing for our needs, providing encouraging Christian brothers and sisters for us
to reach out to. He speaks to us through His Word and a still small voice if we
will only be still and quiet and listen for Him. He also gives us a purpose and

will to accomplish that purpose.

Where will you go to meet with God? Whom will you reach out to and
share your burdens and joys? What is God calling you to do in accom-

plishing His will?

Pray to close the session.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

1.

2.

Have the class list things in everyday life that would make them groan
if they found them to be empty? (gas tank; pantry; refrigerator; bank
account; etc.)

Ask, What is meant by the phrase “running on empty”? Allow time for re-
sponses. Ask, What ways do you or people you know run on empty?

. Say, Today we are going to look at Elijah who seemed full but was now run-

ning on empty.

Guide Bible Study

4. Give a summary of the events from lesson 11 and include the following:

+ Elijah had prophesied that it would not rain for three years in the
land, and it hadn’t.

+ King Ahab and his pagan wife Jezebel had led the nation to worship
Baal instead of the Lord God.

+ The Lord God defeated Baal in a contest on Mt. Carmel by sending

fire from heaven to burn Elijah’s sacrifice.



144

HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD: Passing the Faith Along

+ The people repented and confessed, “The LORD, He is God; The LORD,
He is God””

+ The prophets of Baal were slaughtered.

+ It started to rain again, and the drought was over.

. Have a volunteer read 1 Kings 19:1-8. Ask, Why the sudden change in

Elijah going from this dramatic victory on Mt. Carmel to now running scared
for his life? Was His God not the Almighty who had just miraculously sent
fire from heaven to defeat Baal and the prophets of Baal?

. Ask for volunteers to share times when they have had a great experience

with God in a quiet time, worship service, on a retreat, etc. and then

soon after felt doubt, fear, or depression?

. Have a volunteer read 1 Kings 19:9-15. Ask, Where does Elijah go? (To

Mt. Horeb or Mt. Sinai, which is the mountain of God.) Ask, What is the

significance of this place?

Encourage Application

8.

10.

Have the class share places they go to meet with God. Ask, How does God

meet you and speak to you in a still small voice or gentle wind?
Ask, What kingdom assignment has God given you? Your church?

Close in prayer asking God for the patience and stillness to listen to
Him, be encouraged by Him, and the strength to do His will.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Could a book that does not present the person of God, identify His represen-
tative, or even mention His name be in the Bible? If there were such a tome,
it would have to be extremely well crafted and leave the reader with the un-
mistakable impression the hand of God was at work from beginning to end.
Esther is that book.

Little is known about the authorship or date of Esther. Written during
Israel’s Persian period, it is listed with Daniel, Ezra, and Nehemiah. No auto-
graph is given to indicate who wrote the book, and its name comes from its
main character. Chronologically, it comes after Daniel and before or during
the time of Ezra and the initial return of Israel. The traditional view has Es-
ther coming to the throne around 478 B.C. and so the book is written about
life in the Persian court of this period. She is the second wife of Ahasuerus
(Xerxes) who reigned over the Persian empire from 485-465 B.C. and was
known for his wars with Greece.

Several hero stories are found in the Bible that have a wise and righteous
man in a foreign court, such as, Joseph and Daniel. Esther was formulated in
the same way except we have a wise and righteous woman in a foreign court.
Esther is a complete story with a beginning, middle, and end with individuals
that represent both good and evil. Ahasuerus, Mordecai, Haman, and Esther
are the main characters of the book.

The theme of Esther is the providence of God, and the central verse is
Esther 4:14, “For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will
arise for the Jews from another place and you and your father’s house will
perish. And who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time
as this?”
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Interpreting the Scripture

Esther’s Request (7:3-4)

7:3. We come to the second day of Esther’s banquet in this verse. The previ-
ous day (Esther 5:5-8) held the stressful appearing before the king and two
of Esther’s requests. The first petition was for Ahasuerus and Haman to come
to a banquet thrown in the king’s honor. The second request was for them to
return the second day so Esther could make her true petition before the king.
Of course, Haman was delighted with himself, that he was permitted to be in
the company of both royals. On his way home, he was merry except for the
presence of Mordecai, who was still at the King’s Gate. Haman then planned
the execution of his rival with the help of his wife and advisors (Esther 5:9-
14).

The tension in the story reaches critical mass in Esther 7:2, when King
Ahasuerus asked Esther for the third time what she wanted. Esther then
made her third, and real, request for her life and the life of her people. This,
no doubt, met the king’s limit of up to half of his kingdom, and just like
Herod, he was bound by his vow to answer (Mark 6:22-23).

7:4. Esther’s words here are chilling, “For we have been sold, I and my peo-
ple.” Ahasuerus was raising funds for an upcoming campaign against the
Greeks. The banquets in chapter 1 are in preparation for that eventuality,
and a way for the throne to raise capital for an extended military endeavor.
Haman, knowing the king needed funding for his plans, offered ten thousand
talents of silver to have the Jews destroyed (Esther 3:9).

Her next words were graphic and intended to disturb. She repeated ex-
actly what the king and Haman wrote in the letter that went out to all the
provinces (Esther 3:13). The combination of these three Hebrew words used
in exactly the same order builds a gruesome picture. The first word in the list
you might use when you have a pest problem, exterminate. The next was a
term of warfare, wholesale slaughter of wounded combatants after a battle.

The third word was a general term meaning to destroy or kill. Their use by the
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queen in this genteel setting would have shocked the minds of her guests and
conjured up the language of the edict.

She set this against the more common threat of slavery, and said, “Now
if we had only been sold as slaves, men and women, I would have remained
silent.” The scourge of slavery was a common part of the human experience
during the Persian period just as it is still in our day. The difference between
our time and theirs is that most slavery in Esther’s day was sanctioned by the
crown. The irony in Esther’s request was that no one would have dared sug-
gest the queen of Persia be sold as a slave. How much more to be slaughtered

by the king’s own edict?
Ahasuerus’ Question (7:5)

Was Ahasuerus truly ignorant of who was behind this? Did he not recognize
the language of his own order? His questions then, “Who is he, and where is
he?” land flat and have an air of hypocrisy. All the king needed to do was to
look in one of Esther’s mirrors to find the answer. The end of his question
sheds light on the condition of all men. He asked, “who would presume to
do thus?” The word translated “presume” is the combination of two Hebrew
words. A more wooden translation would be, “who has filled his heart to do
thus?” (my translation). This same phrase was used by Solomon, “Because the
sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of
the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil” (Ecclesiastes 8:11).
Ahasuerus rightly identified a heart problem. It was not only his and Ha-
man’s problem, but a condition common to men. An illness that only the God
of Heaven and earth can correct. However, in the short term, the king had to
address the threat against his queen. He knew he would never allow such a
thing, and so must have assumed that he was duped. Just like Darius (Daniel
6:1-15), he set his mind on how to reverse the order and bring justice to his

kingdom.
Esther’s Accusation (7:6-7)

7:6. Esther answered the king’s question by pointing out Haman. “Esther
said, ‘A foe and an enemy is this wicked Haman!” The word translated “foe”
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means “adversary” or “adversity.” Young’s Literal Translation renders this the
best. It has, “And Esther saith, “The man—adversary and enemy—is this

”»

wicked Haman.” Esther previously used the same word in verse 4 when she
alluded to the “trouble” (adversity) the king would suffer if her people were
gone (either killed or sold as slaves). Here she laid all the “trouble” at Haman’s
feet. Notice that she did not implicate the king. Usually, the truth of a matter
will reveal itself given enough time. She did not need to accuse Ahasuerus for
his role in the crime. Esther demonstrated restraint, patience, and set a tone
of quiet trust at the height of dramatic conflict.

Esther called him, “this wicked Haman.” The use of the near demonstra-
tive “this” occurs three times in the Hebrew text (zeh) and helps build an
explosive tension, which is released in Esther’s words. Ahasuerus used the
pronoun twice in his questions (Esther 7:5) “who is he [zeh] and where is
he [zeh]?” Esther then sprung the trap exposing Haman by using “this” and
created emphasis by the addition of the definite article, literally, “the this.”

7:7. The result of the queen’s accusation was immediately felt by both the
king and Haman. The king rose up from his seat at the banquet in anger. The
combination of “arose” + “anger” suggests that he exploded out of his place
to go “into the palace garden.” Perhaps the realization of his role in all this,
Haman’s manipulation, the damage to his reputation, and the real threat to
his queen’s life dawned on his heart all at once. The word rendered “anger” is
a common thread throughout the book and acts like a catalyst to move the
action along. It is found in Esther 1:12; 2:1; 3:5; 5:9; and 7:10.

Haman responded in fear. He stood to his feet probably at the same time
the king stood but instead of following him out into the garden, he turned to
Esther to ask for his life. The Bible said, “he saw that harm had been deter-
mined against him by the king.” What did he see? He too must have realized
the position he had placed himself in, and no doubt the words of his wife

were ringing in his ears (Esther 6:13).
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Focusing on the Meaning

Even though unnamed in the book of Esther, God is always with His people.
Just as we learn in Daniel’s account, the God of Heaven reigns in the king-
doms of men. So here in Esther He was overseeing the affairs of His people
and used the machinations of men to His own ends and for His own glory.
The anger of a king removed a queen and put in motion the selection of a
Jewish girl whom God designed for that very purpose. Solomon said in Prov-
erbs, “The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He
turns it wherever He wishes” (Proverbs 21:1). The Lord has every heart in
His hands, and He is working, sometimes behind the scenes, to accomplish
His purpose. Esther was afraid but she prayed and fasted. She knew the risk
of action was great, but also that inaction would lead to ruin. We face choices
like that every day. Our choices may not affect a nation, but they will affect
those within our sphere of influence. May God be glorified by the bravery of
the church in our day.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Read or retell the story of the lonely frog, paragraphs 3-5, in the “Intro-
duction” of the Study Guide for this lesson.

2. Ask class members to share with a neighbor about a time when things
were going really well, but then all of a sudden, he or she was faced with

an extreme challenge.

3. Use the “Introduction” paragraphs in the Study Guide to give back-
ground for today’s lesson.

Guide Bible Study

4. Have a volunteer read Esther 4:7-17. Ask, What is the dilemma facing the
Jews, Esther’s challenge, and what are the possible consequences to Esther

and her people?

5. Discuss when we are faced with a crisis do people most often think

about how their reaction will affect only themselves, others, or both?

6. Ask, How did Mordecai view this situation? How did Esther respond and
whom did she ask for help? When faced with a major crisis or decision how
do you respond? Whom do you ask for help?

7. Before class enlist four people to read Esther 7:1-10 and be ready to act
out the story as you read it in front of the class. Or you can give a script
to each actor if you want them to have speaking parts. A third option
is just to have a dramatic reading where the characters read from their
seats. (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource
Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.) Assign parts to the king,

Esther, Haman, Narrator, and Harbonah the servant.
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Encourage Application

8.

10.

Read the following quote from the Study Guide “Implications and Ac-

» o«

tions”: “In John 15:13, Jesus said, ‘Greater love has no one than this:
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” Jesus was referring, in part, to
His upcoming sacrifice as He would lay down His life on the cross for all
of us. However, He was also compelling His disciples to approach life in
this same way. Even though Esther did not die as a result of her bravery,
she risked her life to save others. She willingly laid down her life as a
living sacrifice to God (Romans 12:1-2) and took up her ‘cross’ to follow
the Lord’s purposes for her life. If we are going to follow Jesus, it will
result in great sacrifice but even greater gain. Following God’s purpos-
es enable us to experience God’s power, presence, and purpose in the

abundance of His provision.”

. Distribute notecards and pens. Have the class write their response to

this question. To what and to whom is God calling you to put aside your
comfort, use your talents and spiritual gifts, and risk your status, belong-
ings, or even your life for His will? Who do you need to share this kingdom
assignment with to support you and keep you accountable? (A copy of this
assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at

www.gc2press.org.)

Close in prayer for the courage, strength, and support to follow to com-
plete God’s task that He has given you. Pray for your church that God
would show you the opportunities to share Christ and show His love to

the people in your community who need Him.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

1.

Ask your class members to share with a neighbor in class a time when
they were chosen for something they really didn’t want to do and why
they didn’t want to do it.
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2. Ask, Why are people hesitant to do some things they have been asked to do?
Say, Today we are going to look at the life of Esther who was chosen for some-
thing she really didn’t want to do.

Guide Bible Study

3. Ask a volunteer to read the first two “Introduction” paragraphs in the
Study Guide that give the background on the story of Esther.

4. Ask a volunteer read Esther 4:7-17.
5. Ask the class to list high pressure jobs and why they are intense?

6. Ask, What was Esther’s high-pressure position and why? What was her
high-pressure mission? How did Esther prepare for this daunting task? What
can we learn from Esther when we face stressful or difficult situations to act
courageously and exercise faith? Allow time for responses between each
question.

(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

7. Ask a volunteer to read Esther 7:1-10. Say, The king offered to grant Es-
ther’s request up to half his kingdom. Ask, What did she ask for and in what

manner did she make her petition? What could she have been tempted to ask
for?

8. Ask, How did God provide for Esther and the Jewish people? How does God
provide for you in times of trial and great distress?

Encourage Application

9. Read the following quote from the Study Guide: “Esther was God’s in-
strument for this time, situation, and purpose. God has also placed you
in your family, church, and community ‘...for such a time as this.’ Your

choices not only affect you, but they affect everyone around you. Ful-
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10.

11.

12.

filling your divine purpose leads to the extension of God’s kingdom on
earth and to the experience of abundant life in the Lord.”

Say, When we pray, we approach Creator God the Lord of all, do we take this
opportunity to ask for selfish things on our own behalf or do we pray for God
to use us to serve others?

Ask and discuss questions 4 and 5 in the Study Guide.

Close in prayer asking for boldness to accomplish God’s will.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Chapter 28 of Matthew’s gospel comes after the passion narrative (which is
found in Matthew 26:20-27:66), and presents the resurrection of Christ, His
appearances, and His commissioning of the Church. The resurrection narra-
tive and the appearances of Christ are parallel to those in Mark 16:1-11; Luke
24:1-12; John 20:1-18; and 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, which should be read to
create a cohesive picture of these events. These five passages are foundational
for the church. If the Gospelers and Paul had not reported the resurrection
of Christ, then every other word in the Old and New Testament would be in
vain. Just as Paul stated, “But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even
Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching
is vain, your faith also is vain” (1 Corinthians 15:13-14).

Without the resurrection, Christ is just another man, but with the res-
urrection He is declared to be the Son of God (Romans 1:3-4). During His
life there were many voices reporting that Jesus was the Son of God such as:
the voice of the Father at His baptism (Matthew 3:17), the voice of demons
whom He cast out (Mark 1:24; 5:7), and the voice of John after Christ’s bap-
tism (John 1:33-34). However, it is the resurrection that God used to power-
fully declare His Sonship.

Therefore, this informs our reading of verses 16-20. Everything done to
Him and said by Him must be cast into the light of His divinity. The worship
they gave Him in verse 17 and the doubting both hinged on whether they be-
lieved He was God. His claim to authority, the commissioning of the Church,

and His promise all depend on the power and revelation of the resurrection.
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Interpreting the Scripture

Christ’s Final Appearance (28:16-17)

28:16. The appearances of Christ after the resurrection are an important
part of the story. Paul included several in 1 Corinthians 15:5-8 and repeated-
ly used the phrase “He appeared.” These appearances anchor the resurrection
in real time as witnessed by the people of that day. Luke said that during His
appearances after the resurrection, He provided “many convincing proofs”
(Acts 1:3). This final one in Galilee was previously commanded by Christ
(Matthew 26:32) and reported by the angel to the ladies who were at the
tomb on the resurrection morning (Matthew 28:7). When the gospels are
harmonized, it becomes apparent there was some distance of time between
the resurrection and when the gathering on the Galilean mountain occurred.
Luke assumed a 40-day interval when he reported on the ascension of Christ
(Acts 1:3).

Galilee was where the majority of Jesus’ ministry occurred. His child-
hood home was there, and a significant number of disciples lived there. The
possibility exists that this unnamed mountain top was the scene of Paul’s
“five hundred brethren at one time” (1 Corinthians 15:6). Also, the fact it was
unnamed by Jesus and the angel fits with all the unnamed mountain tops
throughout His ministry. A quick reading in Matthew alone reveals several
mountain-top experiences (Matthew 4:8; 5:1; 14:23; 15:29; and 17:1) and
none of those places are identified. This lack of information is a good thing
because if we knew where these peaks were, we would build church buildings,

retreat centers, and tourist landings.

28:17. Whether Paul’s 500 were there or not, several more were in atten-
dance than just the apostles. The two-fold response to Christ’s presence
proved that. The first phrase of this verse states, “When they saw Him, they
worshiped Him.” Again, this must be set in light of His divinity, declared pow-
erfully by the resurrection. Thomas’ response to the risen Christ sheds light

on the worship in Galilee, “Thomas answered and said to Him, ‘My Lord and
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my God!”” (John 20:28). They glorified the risen Christ as God and Lord over
their lives

However, the second phrase “but some were doubtful” gives the reader
pause. Even in the presence of the risen Christ, there were still some who
did not believe. Jesus was publicly crucified and had shown Himself for for-
ty-days to His disciples with, using Luke’s language, “convincing proofs”
(Acts 1:3). It was not that they just did not believe, they were rejecting the
very person of Christ and His claim to be the Son of God. The phrase in the
Greek text, “some were doubtful” is constructed just like in Matthew 26:64-
67 when Jesus stood before the council. Their response to Him gives us an
idea of what “doubtful” means here. Yet, this does not help us to understand
the adoption of such a position in the presence of Christ, except that it points
to the power of a corrupt human heart untouched by the Spirit of God.

The Authority of Christ (28:18)

The gathered disciples on that mountain top whether worshipful or doubtful
were blessed to receive the Word of God from God’s Son. Just a reminder,
receiving the Word of God during the worship of God is ordered by this scene
in Galilee. Jesus said, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on
earth.” This “given” authority was prophesied in the Old Testament in pas-
sages like Psalm 2:7-8; 45:6-8; 110:1-7; Isaiah 42:1-4; and 61:1-2. Notice that
it is an authority that covers all the created order. The phrase “in heaven and
on earth” should not be ignored. God as Creator and Sovereign has always
been connected to both Heaven and earth. We begin with that idea in the
first chapter of Genesis and in the first verse where the Bible records, “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Christ here connects His

authority as the authority of God over all things.
Christ's Commission for the Church (28:19-20)

28:19. On the basis of His divine authority over all things, He commanded
His followers to undertake the great missionary task. Jesus said, “Go there-
fore and make disciples of all the nations.” Here is more evidence that this

was not just issued to the apostles, but to a larger, more diverse group of fol-
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lowers. From the least disciple to the grand apostle Peter, the entire Church
was engaged to go out and make more disciples under the authority of the
risen Christ. Church history shows this to be the central impulse of believers
since the dawn of Pentecost and continues to be up unto this moment.

Notice that the sign of a resurrected people who follow the resurrected
Son is baptism. Jesus said, “baptizing them in the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit.” We go making disciples and baptizing in the au-
thority of Jesus Christ but recognizing a trinitarian confession. The formula
Jesus gave the church to use in baptism keeps us from apostatizing member-
ship under the name of any man (1 Corinthians 1:13-14). It also reminds us
of the passion of Christ as Paul taught in Romans 6:4-5.

28:20. Once disciples are made and baptized what is to be done with them?
Jesus gave the church the answer to that question when He said, “Teaching
them to observe all that I commanded you.” Just as strong as the missionary
impulse, so is the educational drive to know all the ways of God. The very
fact that you are reading this means you are preparing to teach or studying
to grow in grace. The church is out of balance when evangelism is divorced
from teaching. These must work together to produce a strong church that
can endure the doubting forces of the world. This ministry of the church was
suggested in the Psalms (Psalm 48:13; 78:4-7; 89:1; 102:17-18; and 145:4).
The authority of Christ to command the Church to go, make and teach
also comes with a wonderful promise. Jesus said, “and lo, I am with you al-
ways, even to the end of the age.” This is the great promise of the Bible, God’s
abiding presence with His people. Jesus personalized that great truth for His
followers. He as God’s Son, promised to be with His people no matter where,

when, or what condition they may be in.

Focusing on the Meaning

When applying this to ourselves we must ask, am I demonstrating by my life
that I believe in the authority of Christ over all things? Am I worshipful or

doubtful? Am I on mission or not? Am I teaching others His ways or not? Do
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I believe He is with me every day? James might have called this the tension
between works and faith (James 2:17). If we believe our faith is manifested
by our works, then we are bound by this faith command to engage our gen-
eration with the gospel. We do this for the glory of God and the honor of our
Savior who gave us the commission to go. The world is a big place, and we
feel rather small in light of the task. Jesus, however, gave us confidence and
a plan to go. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

The command to go was delivered by Christ to the Church and so the
commission for this age is set. However, the way has been and continues to
be hard. The promise of Christ to be with the church gives us courage for the
push back, the persecution that follows, and the threatened loss. Jesus said,
“But when they hand you over, do not worry about how or what you are to
say; for it will be given you in that hour what you are to say. For it is not you
who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you” (Matthew
10:19-20). Let us go then as ambassadors of Christ sharing our faith in the
risen Lord, making disciples, baptizing, teaching His commands, and ever

trusting in His presence.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

1. Look up different definitions of commission and read them to the class.
Ask someone who has served in the military or been commissioned in
their work to share what that process was like. Discuss the type of train-

ing necessary for a person to fulfill a commission.

2. Write on slips of paper some simple tasks for members to do at the
beginning of class. Have them quickly do their task and come back to
report. (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource

Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

3. Ask, What did you think about this assignment? Were you able to accomplish
it? Did you have the necessary skills/tools to do it?

Guide Bible Study

4. Have a class member during the week prepare a 3-5-minute summary
of what has happened to Jesus during His passion: include arrest, trials,

crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

5. Have a volunteer read Matthew 28:16-20—The Great Commission.
Ask, How did the disciples respond to Jesus when they saw Him?

6. Read the following paragraph from the Study Guide and discuss what
stands out for the class. “When we recognize Jesus as who He truly is,
our worship is more than just a song; it becomes a lifestyle of obedi-
ence. We do not strive to obey God out of a sense of duty and obligation,
nor do we obey to avoid punishment. Rather, our desire to obey God is
prompted by a heart of gratitude for what He has done on our behalf and
a relinquishing of control to the One who is in authority over all things,

resting in the truth that He knows and provides what is best for us.”
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7.

How did Jesus reply to their worship? (28:18). Use the Study Guide and
Teaching Guide comments on how Jesus has been given “all authority in
heaven and earth,” and what that means to the disciples.

. Divide the class into small groups and have each group read Matthew

28:19-20 and identify the four instructions Jesus gave His disciples.
(Go/Going, Make Disciples, Baptize/Baptizing, Teach/Teaching—three
of the four verbs take the participle form in Greek, which connotes on-
going action while only “Make Disciples” is in the imperative, a com-
mand.)

Encourage Application

9.

10.

11.

12.

Ask, How did Jesus make disciples as He went about in His ministry?

Have groups discuss ways they can make disciples as they are going
about their lives? Ask, How are teaching and baptizing involved in this?

Review this encouragement from the Study Guide. “Our part in evange-
lism is not ‘winning’ or ‘converting’ people to faith in Christ; only God
does that. Our role is to walk alongside people on their journey of faith
and to represent Jesus in the conversation. Every follower of Jesus can
do that. We are simply to share from the overflow of what God is doing
in our lives. As we continue to grow, so does the story of our journey
with Jesus. As we are changed to be more like Jesus, new chapters are
written. As God writes your story, remember that it is really His-story,
and you have an opportunity of sharing it with others that God puts in
your path.”

Close in silent prayer asking God about whom they should be making
disciples.
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DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

1.

2.

Have the class give the names or titles of different types of commission-
ers. (Pro Sports Leagues each have a commissioner; police commission-
er; county commissioner; state and federal government commissioners,
etc.)

Ask, What is the job of a commissioner and what expertise does that person
typically have? (They have expertise in their field and have authority to

make rulings and rules for those in their organization.)

Guide Bible Study

3.

4.

5.

6.

Read this quote from the Study Guide: “Jesus died on the cross, was
placed in the grave, and rose again. It is this pinnacle event of history
that we celebrate as His-story. All of human history hinges on the sac-
rificial death and triumphant resurrection of Jesus. After appearing to
His disciples at various times over a period stretching forty days, Mat-
thew shared a final and concluding event at the end of his gospel. We
call these parting words of Jesus to the disciples, the Great Commis-

sion.”
Ask for a volunteer to read Matthew 28:16-20.

Read this quote from the Study Guide: “The disciples were obedient to
Jesus’ instruction to meet Him at the designated spot, atop the moun-
tain. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him. They recognized Jesus,
and even though they continued to process their doubts, uncertainties,
and insecurities of faith, they elected to worship Jesus. They recognized
the authority of Jesus over the created universe, and they worshiped
Him as God, Lord, and King.”

Ask, What evidence is there that Jesus has all authority? (Resurrection)
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. Read John 1:1-4 as further evidence of Jesus’ authority and status. Ask,

What other passages attest to Christ’s authority? (John 1:32-34; Matthew
3:17; Matthew 17:5)

. Say, Itis clear Jesus has the full authority of God His Father, what does Jesus

commission His followers to do?

. Using the Study Guide and Teaching Guide comments, prepare a lecture

on the four instructions Jesus gave His disciples, be sure to note the
different type of verb tenses as mentioned in the Study Guide and how

those give nuance to the Great Commission.

Encourage Application

10.

11.

12.

Read the following quote from the Study Guide and engage a discussion
on whether people agree or disagree. “The Great Commission is not to
‘win’ people to Jesus, gain converts, or reach the whole world with the
gospel of Christ. Rather, the Great Commission is to nurture, develop,
and train growing followers in the teachings and practices of Jesus. Je-
sus is instructing us to do far more than help people get in the door of
the kingdom; He is calling us to cultivate disciple-makers so the king-
dom can continue to multiply across the earth and throughout the gen-
erations.” (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource

Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Underneath this quote have members write down their responses after
they reflect and pray about who God is calling them to disciple and what
ways God is leading them to do that.

Close in prayer thanking Jesus for the authority that He has and to fol-
low His example of making disciples of people in your community and
all over the world.
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Majesty

“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork”
(Psalm 19:1, ESV).

Father,

I acknowledge Your greatness, the splendor of Your majesty. By Your mighty voice, You
spoke the world into existence, setting endless galaxies, moons, stars, and planets in space
that declare Your glory. I give thanks to You, for Your lovingkindness is everlasting.

I humbly bow my heart before you my Creator, and the Sustainer of my life. I am grateful
and thankful for the beautiful world You created. You, O God, spoke the world into exis-
tence by the power of Your word. Your Word says in Psalm 33:9, “For he spoke, and it came
to be; he commanded, and it stood firm” (ESV). Lord, You set the moon and stars in place,
even calling each star by name and You made the sun and command its rising and setting
each day. By Your great power, You spoke the mountains into existence and caused the
raging sea to stop at just the right place. Lord, You formed the land and gave us plants and
every seed-bearing vegetation to enjoy. When I gaze upon the colorful and beautiful array
of flowers, and hear the bird singing its song, I am reminded of Your great love, care, and
provision for me.

Lord, You created me in Your image, in Your likeness, and breathed Your own breath in my
nostrils. I am grateful that my identity is in You, and I am a person of value, worth, and
dignity. Lord, I am humbled and in awe that You, the God of the universe, knows me inti-
mately and desires a relationship with me. You know when I rise and when I lie down. You
know my thoughts from afar and You are intimately acquainted with all my ways, Psalm
139:2-4. Lord, You are always with me, my ever-constant friend.

Lord, thank You that Your Word speaks of Your redemption of sinful man from Genesis to
Revelation. Help me to remember that I also deserve the same judgment of the evil people
in Noah’s day because I too, am a wretched sinner. [ am eternally grateful You loved me so
much You sent Jesus, Your own Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh as an offering for my
sin, to give me new life in Christ. Help me today, Oh Lord, to put on my new self, created in
Your image in true righteousness and holiness.

Lord, my desire is to know You more, to experience Your love, mercy, and goodness today
and every day, as I follow You and trust in You alone. Help me to willfully focus my heart
and life on You, the Sovereign God of the universe, knowing You control all things and ev-
erything in heaven and on earth are subject to Your command. Lord, I sing praises to Your
holy name forever and ever.

In the strong name of Jesus,

Amen

D{B
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Our Next New Study

(Available to use beginning June 2023)

Heaven & Angels
Our Eternal Home and Its Heavenly Hosts
A Study of Heaven

Heaven is the ultimate destination for every person who has ever trust-
ed Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. If that is true for you, you are relocating
there one day to spend all of eternity—so don’t you think it is worthwhile
to see what the Bible has to say about Heaven and its heavenly hosts? God’s
Word contains more information about Heaven than many Christians real-
ize. After all, He wants us to spend eternity there with Him. God’s Word also
explains the mystery of angels, Heaven’s hosts, so we will know and appreci-
ate their role and place in Heaven alongside us—and their ministry on Earth.
Heaven is unlike any earthly city because God Himself is both the Architect
and Builder. God laid the foundation for the city of Heaven, and it will stand
for all eternity!

Lesson 1 The History of Heaven Hebrews 11:8-16
Lesson 2 The Currency of Heaven Hebrews 11:1-6
Lesson 3 Making the Trip to Heaven 1 Peter 1:18-19
Lesson 4 Exploring Heaven Revelation 21:1-5
Lesson 5 The Soundtrack of Heaven Revelation 5:6, 11-12
Lesson 6 Meeting the King Revelation 1:17-18
Lesson 7 Making Your Reservation in Heaven = Revelation 21:27
Lesson 8 Living in a Far Better Place Philippians 3:20-21

Lesson 9 What Do Angels Do? Luke 20:35-36
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Lesson 10
Lesson 11
Lesson 12

Lesson 13

How Angels Help Us
The Message of Angels
Angels at Our Death

Angels in Our Future

Psalm 91:9-12
Luke 1:26-30
Romans 8:38-39
Matthew 24:29-31
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HOW TO ORDER
More Bible Study Materials

It's easy! Just fill in the following information. For additional Bible study materials available in print or digital for-
mats see www.gc2press.org, or get a catalog of available print materials by calling 1-866-249-1799 or e-mailing
gc2press@texasbaptists.org.

Title of item Price Quantity Cost
This Issue

How Great Is Our God—Study Guide (GC2001355) $5.75

How Great Is Our God—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001356) $6.00

How Great Is Our God—Teaching Guide (GC2001357) $6.50

Additional Issues Available:

Thematic Studies

Prayer That Moves Heaven (Prayer)—Study Guide (GC2001338) $5.75
Prayer That Moves Heaven (Prayer)—Teaching Guide (GC2001340) $6.50
Living in the Spirit—Study Guide (BWP001297) $5.75
Living in the Spirit—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001298) $6.00
Living in the Spirit—Teaching Guide (BWP001299) $6.50
Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Study Guide (BWP001277) $5.75
Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001278) $6.00
Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Teaching Guide (BWP001279) $6.50
Old Testament
The Conquerors (Judges)—Study Guide (BWP001317) $5.75
The Conquerors (Judges)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001318) $6.00
The Conquerors (Judges)—Teaching Guide (BWP001319) $6.50
Solomon (1 & 2 Chronicles)—Study Guide (BWP001312) $5.75
Solomon (1& 2 Chronicles)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001313) $6.00
Solomon (1 & 2 Chronicles)—Teaching Guide (BWP001314) $6.50
Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Study Guide (GC2001333) $5.75
Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Large Print (GC2001334) $6.00
Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Teaching Guide (GC2001335) $6.50
New Testament
Miracles (Matthew)—Study Guide (BWP001287) $5.75
Miracles (Matthew)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001288) $6.00
Miracles (Matthew)—Teaching Guide (BWP001289) $6.50
The reMARKable Journey Begins—Study Guide (BWP001302) $5.75
The reMARKable Journey Begins—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001303) $6.00

The reMARKable Journey Begins—Teaching Guide (BWP001304) $6.50
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Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Study Guide (GC2001327)

Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Teaching Guide (GC2001329)

Pure Joy (Philippians)—Study Guide (BWP001302)

Pure Joy (Philippians)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001303)

Pure Joy (Philippians)—Teaching Guide (BWP001304)

The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Study Guide (GC2001322)

The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001323)
The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Teaching Guide (GC2001324)
Hunger for Holiness (1 Peter)—Teaching Guide (GC2001346)

Coming for use beginning June 2023
Heaven and Angels—Study Guide (GC2001358)
Heaven and Angels—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001359)
Heaven and Angels—Teaching Guide (GC2001360)

wes PLEASE NOTE s

$5.75
$6.50
$5.75
$6.00
$6.50
$5.75
$6.00
$6.50
$6.50

$5.75
$6.00
$6.50

In addition to these Bible studies, which are available in both print and digital formats, we have several studies

available in a digital-only format. See www.gc2press.org for a complete listing of these studies.

CALL your order toll-free: 1-866-249-1799
(Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. central time
Friday 8:30 a.m.—12:00 noon central time).

OR, E-MAIL your order to: gc2press@texasbaptists.org.
OR, ORDER ONLINE at www.gc2press.org.
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