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How to Make the Best
Use of This Issue

Whether you're the teacher or a student—

1.
2.

Start early in the week before your class meets.

Overview the study. Review the table of contents and read the study
introduction. Try to see how each lesson relates to the overall study.

. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture pas-

sages for the lesson. (You'll see that each writer has chosen a favorite
translation for the lessons in this issue. You're free to use the Bible
translation you prefer and compare it with the translation chosen for

that unit, of course.)

. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the

writer’s comments. The comments are intended to be an aid to your
study of the Bible.

. Read the small articles—“sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended

to provide additional, enrichment information and inspiration and to

encourage thought and application.

. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each lesson.

They're intended to encourage further thought and application, and
they can also be used in the class session itself.

If you're the teacher—

Do all the things just mentioned, of course. As you begin the study with your

class, be sure to find a way to help your class know the date on which each

lesson will be studied. Here are some suggestions to guide your lesson prepa-

ration:
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. In the first session of the study, briefly overview the study by identify-
ing for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied. Lead
your class to write the date in the table of contents on pages 9-10 and

on the first page of each lesson.

+ Make and post a chart that indicates the date each lesson will be
studied.

« If all your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the
lessons will be studied.

+ Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include
information about your church and then use the bookmark as an
outreach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from

www.gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” menu.

+ Develop a sticker with the lesson dates and place it on the table of
contents or on the back cover.

. Get a copy of the Teaching Guide, a companion piece to this Study Guide.
The Teaching Guide contains additional Bible comments plus two teach-
ing plans. The teaching plans in the Teaching Guide are intended to
provide practical, easy-to-use teaching suggestions that will work in

your class.

. After you've studied the Bible passage, the lesson comments, and other
material, use the teaching suggestions in the Teaching Guide to help

you develop your plan for leading your class in studying each lesson.

. Premium Commentary is now available for $30 at www.gc2press.org.

This in-depth commentary is a great resource for teachers.

. Teaching resource items for use as handouts are available $20 at www.
gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab.

. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture

passages and in applying these passages to their lives.

. You can receive the lesson preview each week by signing up for the
Baptist Standard weekly newsletter at no cost. Sign up here. (www.bap-

tiststandard.com/subscription/email).



How to Make the Best Use of This Issue

Do you use a Kindle?

This Connect 360 Bible Study Guide, along with several other
studies, is available in a Kindle edition. The easiest way to find
these materials is to search for “GC2 Press” or “BaptistWay”
on your Kindle or go to www.amazon.com/kindle and do a
search for “GC2 Press” or “Baptistway.” The Kindle edition can
be studied not only on a Kindle but also on your smartphone
or tablet using the Kindle app available free from amazon.
com/kindle.
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Writers for this Study Guide

Ed Jordan wrote lessons one through four. Dr. Jordan is a graduate of
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary. He, his wife, and children, were
missionaries for eleven years in Hungary. He has written and edited a 52-les-
son curriculum for new church plants, and two hermeneutics books. He
writes a weekly award-winning column for the Idaho State Journal and for
the Gloucester Gazette-Journal in Virginia. While from the West, he and his
wife live in Virginia where he serves as Pastor of the Gwynn’s Island Baptist

Church.

Mike Green wrote lessons five through seven. Mike has a Master of Reli-
gious Education degree from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth, Texas and a B.A. in Psychology from Central State University in
Edmond, Oklahoma. Mike served as a trainer and speaker for Lifeway Chris-
tian Resources in Nashville, Tennessee, training and equipping single adult
leaders across the nation. While serving on staff at Lamar Baptist Church
in Arlington, Texas and First Baptist Church in Denton, Texas, he began de-
veloping and writing literature that took students through a verse-by-verse
study of the Bible. His wife, Virginia, is a professor at Baylor University in
Waco, Texas, and they are members of First Woodway Baptist Church in
Waco, Texas.

Craig West wrote lessons eight through ten. Dr. West has postgraduate
degrees from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary. He previously held staff positions in churches
in Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana. He currently resides in West Monroe, Lou-

isiana, where he serves as a hospice chaplain and bereavement coordinator.

Patrick Wilson wrote lessons eleven through thirteen. Patrick is a gradu-
ate of Baylor University (B.A.), Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
(M.A.Th. and Th.M.), and Logsdon Seminary (D.Min.). A native of Texas, he
formerly pastored in Austin, and in the Dallas metroplex. In addition to pas-
toring, he has taught seminary courses in Old Testament, Hebrew, and pas-
toral ministry. Patrick lives in Rolla, Missouri, with his wife, Michelle, and
his son, Joel.
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Introducing

How Great Is Our God
Passing the Faith Along

A STUDY OF BIG EVENTS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Understanding the Old Testament

Is Jesus found in the Old Testament?

Are there faith lessons, found in the Old Testament, that benefit Chris-
tians today?

Are there events, found in the Old Testament, that have great impact on
Christians today?

Should Christians look to the Old Testament for guidance regarding their
personal walk with God?

Yes.

There is a certain amount of confusion in the minds of Christians about
the New Testament believer’s relationship with the Old Testament. If we re-
ally want to appreciate the Old Testament, we must first read and understand
the New Testament. It is then we will see how “the New Testament is in the
Old Testament concealed and the Old Testament is by the New Testament
revealed” (quote attributed to Saint Augustine). Simply put, if we want to
truly understand the Old Testament then we must realize it is revealed only
by the New Testament. The New Testament is the key that unlocks the Old
Testament.
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Once we understand the New Testament, we will begin to understand
and appreciate every Word in these great Old Testament stories ... and then,
and only then, will we understand that these stories paint a beautiful picture
of Jesus.

This book will highlight some of the big events found in the Old Testa-
ment. Hopefully, through this 13-lesson study, we will once again be remind-
ed of How Great Is Our God.

Lessons Learned From the Old Testament “Heroes of the
Faith”

The Bible is full of “Big Event” stories. Many of God’s chosen servants were
used by God in amazing ways. But can that still happen today? Can God use
you to make a difference for Him? Can their faith be passed along to us? No
doubt about it. He can and will use you. But there are some lessons learned
from these heroes that we need to apply to our lives today.

Passing the Faith Along:

Lesson One: God may put you in a special place for a special purpose
for a special time. These Old Testament heroes of the faith didn’t know
why they were put in the situations they were in. And today, God may have
you in a special place, for a special purpose, for a special time, and you have
no idea what’s going on. So, what do you do? Your job is to be faithful, pa-
tient, and honor God. Who knows, but that you have come into your position
for such a time as this. Bloom where you are planted because God could have
you exactly where He wants you!

Lesson Two: Your choices always affect those closest to you. Your
family and friends will confirm this. Both good and bad. Your family will be
honored with your good choices, and they will be hurt by your bad choices.
Choose well.

Lesson Three: Forgiveness is the best choice. In this life, you will al-
ways be hurt by others. So, what do you do? You forgive, because if you don’t,
the sin of hatred and animosity toward others will devastate your life. Hostil-

ity toward others will only backfire on you. I've heard it said many times that
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you will always end up being hanged on the gallows you build for someone

else.

Lesson Four: You can trust God even when He seems to be absent.

And He may seem absent, but you and I both know He is present. There are

times it may seem like you can’t see God or hear God. Trust that God is in

control even if you cannot see Him. Because He is.

Lesson 1 The Way Through the Flood Genesis 6:5-22
Lesson 2 The Results of Obedience Genesis 22:1-18
Lesson 3 Bloom Where You're Planted Genesis 50:15-20
Lesson 4 Being Available to God Joshua 2:1-21
Lesson 5 Holy Ground Joshua 5:13-15; 6:1-5
Lesson 6 Sin in the Camp Joshua 7:6-12, 20-21
Lesson 7 Samson’s Spiritual Decline Judges 16:15-21
Lesson 8 A Man After God’s Own 1 Samuel 16:5-13
Heart
Lesson 9 Overcoming Your Giants 1 Samuel 17:38-51
Lesson10 A Tale of Three Kings 2 Samuel 18:6-11
Lesson 11 Fire From Heaven 1 Kings 18:30-39
Lesson 12 Running on Empty 1 Kings 19:3-8
Lesson 13 God’s Chosen Queen Esther 7:3-7
Easter The Greatest Assignment Matthew 28:16-20

Additional Resources for Studying
How Great Is Our God: Passing the Faith Along!

Arnold, Bill. 1 & 2 Samuel (NIV Application Commentary). Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan Academic, 2003.

Edwards, Gene. A Tale of Three Kings (Kindle Edition). Carol Stream, IL: Tyn-
dale House Publishers; Reprint Edition 2011.

Henry, Matthew. Commentaries on Joshua. Scotts Valley, CA: CreateSpace In-
dependent Publishing Platform, 2015.

House, Paul R. New American Commentary: 1, 2 Kings. Nashville, TN: Broad-
man & Holman Publishers, 1995.
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Packer, J. I. Judges: A 12-Week Study (Knowing the Bible). Carol Stream, IL:
Crossway, 2018.

MacArthur, John E Joshua, Judges, and Ruth: Finally in the Land (MacArthur
Bible Studies). Nashville, TN: HarperChristian Resources, 2016.

McGee, J. Vernon. Thru the Bible Commentary: Genesis Chapters 16-33. Nash-
ville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1995.

Moore, Beth. Esther: It’s Tough Being a Woman—Bible Study Book. Nashville,
TN: Lifeway Press, 2008.

Swindoll, Charles R. Esther: A Woman of Strength and Dignity (Great Lives Se-
ries Book 2). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1997.

Wiersbe, Warren W. Be Basic (Genesis 1-11): Believing the Simple Truth of God’s
Word (The BE Series Commentary). Colorado Springs, CO: David C Cooke,
2nd Edition, 2010.

Wiersbe, Warren W. The Wiersbe Bible Study Series: Genesis 25-50: Exhibiting
Real Faith in the Real World (Kindle Edition). Colorado Springs, CO: David
C Cook, 2012.

Wright, N. T. Matthew for Everyone, Part 2: Chapters 16-28 (The New Testa-
ment for Everyone) Kindle Edition. Louisville, KY: Westminster John
Knox Press, 2004.

NOTES

*  Listing a book does not imply full agreement by the writers or GC2 Press with all its com-

ments.
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Genesis 6:5-22 Matthew 24:37-38;
Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 9:11

lesson \}

The Way
Through
the Flood

MAIN IDEA

Noah’s faithfulness and righteous living
saved humanity and preserved much of

the animal life we have today.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Is my faith in God strong?

STUDY AIM

To understand that anytime God sends
judgment He always provides a way to es-

capeit

QUICK READ

Jesus and the ark are similar. In Christ is
the only safe place to be when judgment

falls.
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Introduction

Wickedness is on the rise in our world. The reality of God is being ignored
by many, and people live with little awareness of the painful consequences
of their own destructive living. A secular society rarely takes seriously the
fact that immoral behavior negatively effects their own lives, and society in
general. This was also the scenario in Noah’s time.

As God saw the depraved and violent wickedness of humans, He was
grieved at how destructive mankind had become. He decided to send a flood
to cleanse sin’s wickedness from human and animal life on the planet. It had
become so bad, that a new beginning was needed.

But in the midst of all the wickedness, God’s attention was drawn to
Noah, whose life was one of walking with God. So, God decided to save Noah
and his family, and provide a way though the flood so man and beast could
have a new beginning. God is faithful, and He provides a way through the
difficulties of life for those who love Him and live to please Him (see Romans
8:28).

What characterizes a person who pleases God and is therefore delivered

from pending destruction? Noah’s obedience exemplified faith, fellowship,

and devoted faithfulness.

Genesis 6:5-22

5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually. ¢ The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth,
and He was grieved in His heart. 7 The Lord said, “I will blot out man
whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to
creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made
them.” & But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.

*These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righ-
teous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God. *°Noah became
the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
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*Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled
with violence. 2 God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt;
for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth.

¥ Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me;
for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am
about to destroy them with the earth. *Make for yourself an ark of gopher
wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it inside and
out with pitch. 1 This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three
hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. ¢ You
shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit from the top;
and set the door of the ark in the side of it; you shall make it with low-
er, second, and third decks. ¥Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of
water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life,
from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish. *¥But I
will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark—you
and your sons and your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. *And of
every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind into the
ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. 2°0Of the
birds after their kind, and of the animals after their kind, of every creeping
thing of the ground after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to
keep them alive. 2!As for you, take for yourself some of all food which is
edible, and gather it to yourself; and it shall be for food for you and for
them.” 2Thus Noah did; according to all that God had commanded him,
so he did.

Was the Flood Real?

While we do not have a specific date for the flood, there are acknowledge-
ments in numerous ancient literary accounts of a great flood that affected
much of the world. Some of the cultures or countries in which the story is ad-
dressed include Babylonian, Hebrew, Chinese, India, Mayan, numerous South
Pacific Islands, Polynesia, Eskimo, American Indians, Peru, Chile, Greece, and
other European countries.

15
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Some people today find the story of the flood and Noah's Ark hard to believe,
but it is in the Bible for a reason. The fact that Jesus confirmed the account
of Noah, the Ark, and the Flood (see Matthew 24:37-39) settles the event as
historical fact, and accurate. Other external evidence then collaborates its va-
lidity.

An Impending Judgment (6:5-7, 11-13, 17)

In Genesis 6:5-7, we see God’s perspective on how truly wicked humans had
become, the reason that violent wickedness so permeated life on Earth, and
why that wickedness needed to be eradicated. Some criticize God for destroy-
ing so many people and animals. But as we read the text, we discover two
things that counter such objections.

First, we see how pervasive violence and wickedness were. Notice the
words used to describe life at that time: Peoples’ outward behavior was full of
unbridled evil and violence, and their inner lives were dominated by wicked-
ness. In verse 6 the Lord saw that “every intent of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continuously.” Man’s wickedness was not an occasional event,
nor was his behavior sometimes good, and sometimes evil. They were con-
tinually evil in every thought, every plan, every encounter, every action, and
violently destructive.

Since this evil was so total, God intervened. He was deeply saddened,
and He grieved. Grief is a reaction to loss. Man had lost goodness, man’s
actions and imaginations were deceitful, destructive, and wicked. It grieved
God that humans had turned away from Him. It grieved God so much, the
world would need to be purged to restore life and goodness. The impending
judgment hurt God but needed to happen.

Secondly, during the many years it took to build the Ark, humans had the
chance to change their minds and behavior and turn to God for new life and
salvation. But they did not. As is often the case when God brings judgement
upon people, He is allowing the defiant God-rejecters to experience the de-
structiveness they themselves have put in motion (cf. Romans 1:24, 26, 28).
God protects those who believe in Him from themselves, from evil, and from
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destruction. But for those who purposely reject God, they are left to face the

destructiveness they facilitated.

An Exceptional Person (6:8-10, 18-22)

The Flood account is not only about judgment, but also teaches us that God
provides a way through the storm for those who receive God’s grace, walk in
His ways, and by faith carry out His will. In these verses, amid the gloom of
the coming flood of judgment, the theme abruptly changes. It is as though
God’s eyes are scanning the evil in peoples’ hearts and the coming pain of the
pending flood. Then the story is suddenly interrupted, as God’s eyes zero in
on one lone figure. Notice the word “but.” It is a word of contrast, of change,
or of an alternative. There will be judgment of wickedness, “but” there is one
who stands out who is not like the evil ones. Breaking in upon the despairing
scene are the words of 6:8: “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.”
In the hopelessness of the wickedness that had corrupted everything and
everyone, we read about one who had not been corrupted. As we read, we
discover the one who had found favor with God, the one named Noah. In
Hebrew, Noah’s name sounds like the word “relief or comfort.” As his father

named him, he hoped Noah would bring relief or comfort from tireless work.

Three Saving Traits

Noah had three traits that are associated with salvation in both the Old and
the New Testaments. The three characteristics of a person who pleases God,
and thereby represents God's truth and reality in a wicked world, are: grace,
faith, and right relationships, which are the outgrowth of walking with God (cf.
Genesis 6:22). Noah found grace, believed God, and walked with God (lived
in daily communion with God). Christians, in Ephesians 2:8-10, are saved by

grace, through faith, to walk with God and do the good God created us to do.
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Grace is the starting place of salvation, in both Old and New Testaments.
The word “favor” or “grace” at its heart means “grace,” gift,” or “to give.” The
only way we can ever approach such a great God is that He gives us what
is necessary to make it possible. Through grace He gives us the abilities to
perceive Him, to believe Him, to approach Him, to be changed by Him, and
the power to serve Him. Noah did not earn grace or favor, nor was he born
with it. He received it. God gives us His favor and grace through Jesus (cf.
John.1:17) so we can please God. Everything Noah needed to know God, to
become righteous and to serve God, were gifts given by God to him.

The next descriptor of Noah in Genesis 6:9 is “a righteous man.” It is
God’s grace and favor that allows us to know Him. Righteousness means liv-
ing in right relationships; being in right relationship with God and being in
right relationship with others. God fills us with His truth and power, then
empowers us to do the right thing in our relationships.

As aresult of receiving God’s grace and favor, being filled with God’s truth
and righteousness, and empowered to live in right relationships, God em-
powers us to walk by faith in unbroken communion with Him. Before Adam
and Eve sinned, they walked with God daily in the garden. Enoch walked with
God regularly, and then God took him home (cf. Genesis 5:24). “Walk” also
means a way of life. Jesus called disciples to come, follow Him, to walk with
Him, talk with Him, and by faith obey Him.

By faith, Noah did what God commanded him to do, to build the Ark. Can
you imagine the faith it took to work for nearly 120 years (several commen-
tators use this time frame) to build a huge ship, miles from any body of water
in which to launch it? Noah had not just momentary faith, but a persevering,
enduring faith, believing as reality that when he finished the boat, it would
save their lives from flood waters.

These same three traits characterize what it means to be a Christian
in the New Testament. Grace leads to righteousness, which is embraced by
faith, and then we live by grace and faith in communion with God. As we do

this, we become God’s representatives through our daily lives and activities.
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Lesson 1: The Way Through the Flood

A Great God Brings Us Through Everything (6:5-9, 14-15, 17-19)

If we focus only on the flood and the judgment this passage depicts, we miss
the greatness and beauty of God revealed in the verses. The God of the Bible
is not like other so-called gods. Pagan gods, such as Baal, or the gods of Olym-
pus, are depicted as self-absorbed beings, interacting with humans, but only
to use humans for their own pleasure.

The God of the Bible is totally different, greater than anything else that is
labeled “God.” In 6:5-9, God perceives us totally, knows us completely. But He
is not an angry bully, inflicting pain upon us just because He can. He loves us
and is concerned for His creation. Our sins and wickedness negatively impact
us, and destroy the orderliness of creation on many levels, and this causes
God pain. He designed us for such a glorious life. As our sins cause us to sink
into pits of despair and destructive self-inflicted wounds, God comes to us to
help us. He is such a great God!

God provided an Ark to save Noah’s family and animal species from the
devastating waters. In the New Testament, God has given us Jesus as an Ark
of sorts. Jesus saves us when we entrust our lives to Him and commit our-
selves to journey through life with Him. He can protect us from anything
and guarantees that we arrive at our destination of eternal life with God in
Heaven (cf. John 10:27-30).

God gave us Jesus to live His righteous life through us, a life we could
never have without Him. Jesus became sin for us so we who believe might be-
come the righteousness of God in Jesus (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:17-21). Receiv-
ing Jesus gives us His righteousness, so we stand in right relationship with
both God and others. Whoever believes in Jesus has eternal life and passes

out of judgment into being safe in the arms of God (cf. John 3:16-17). Living

with Jesus provides us the way to survive the storms of a hostile world.

Implications and Actions

The story of Noah and the Flood assures us that God loves us, does not want

our lives devoured by wickedness, and that God provides the way to escape
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the wickedness dominating our fallen world. Noah obeyed God’s command,
while the others of his culture were filled with evil thoughts and destructive
living. God saw Noah’s heart, and lifestyle. Here was a person that was re-
ceptive of God’s grace, who could play a part in saving a remnant of humans,
animals, and birds.

Noah’s faithfulness and right living saved humanity and preserved much
of the animal life we have today. Salvation was offered during the whole time
the Ark was being built, but no one stepped forward to accept it, to change

their behavior, or to walk with God and to live for God.

Questions

1. Have you committed your entire life and future to Jesus, just as
Noah placed his life in God’s hands by boarding the Ark?

2. List several things in your daily life that reveal you are walking in

daily relationship with God or living for God.

3. Explain how you might practically and helpfully respond when a
person mocks God or mocks your faith in God.

4. Describe a time when you discovered that something you said or did
for someone became an influence that made them aware of God, or
to desire to move closer to God.
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Genesis 22:1-18 Hebrews 11:17-19;
James 1:12

lesson @

The Results of
Obedience

MAIN IDEA
Throughout history in the word of God,

God has tested His children.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Do I fully trust God’s plan for my life?

STUDY AIM
To understand that God has a plan for our
lives that is much better than our own

plans

QUICK READ
Abraham trusted God’s plan even though
it made no sense from a human perspec-

tive.
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Introduction

Has God ever told you to do something you thought was impossible? Some-
times God asks us to do something that is a stretch, beyond what we think
we can do, so we will rely upon Him to give us what we need to accomplish it.

Some years ago, my wife and I felt God telling us to leave our life in Amer-
ica and follow Him to minister in Hungary, which at the time was under com-
munist control. We underwent a long evaluation process to even be offered
possible assignments by the International Mission Board. But we kept mov-
ing forward by faith, even though Hungary was closed to normal resident
missionary activity. After almost two years, we received general approval to
be appointed. Then the Iron Curtain collapsed, and we were ready to fill a
newly opened position in Hungary. We trusted God’s plan even when it made
no sense, even while the doors were closed, trusting they would be opened
when the time was right.

Many times in life we find ourselves being tested as we try to follow God’s
leading. This testing shapes us and refines us, so we are stronger and more
capable of doing what is required. This is what was happening with Abraham.

Genesis 22:1-18

! Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”
“Here I am,” he replied.

2Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—
Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt
offering on a mountain I will show you.”

5 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He
took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut
enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had
told him about. * On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place
in the distance. °* He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey
while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will
come back to you.”
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¢ Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his
son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of
them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham,
“Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,”
Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”

8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt
offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together.

° When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham
built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac
and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. ‘° Then he reached out his
hand and took the knife to slay his son. ** But the angel of the Lord called
out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied.

2"Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him.
Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me
your son, your only son.”

15 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by
its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt
offering instead of his son. ** So Abraham called that place The Lord Will
Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will
be provided.”

> The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second
time ¢ and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you
have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 7 I will
surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in
the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take pos-
session of the cities of their enemies, ‘® and through your offspring all
nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."

Faith is...

Faith is always in the present tense. Faith is not a feeling or a concept, but rath-
er it is actively obeying God in what He tells you to do. Faith is following God
instructions. Faith is action based upon God's word to you. Corresponding
actions activate faith and accomplish God's objectives.
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Faith moves eternal truth to become manifested results. Faith calms you in the
storm, as it moves you through that storm. The ultimate expression of faith is
not that I am flawlessly faithful to God, but rather that God is flawlessly faithful
to me. Faith is always relational and based upon our relationship with God.

The Testing of Faith (22:1-5)

Note: The awesome text we are studying today is what theologians might
call a shadow, a type, or a symbol, of another reality we can find embodied
in the life of Jesus. Imagine you are walking on a path toward the morning
sun, with your head down, looking at the path. Then someone walks toward
you. The first thing you would see is their shadow, a rough outline of what the
person really looks like. As you move further along you meet the full, living
person who cast the shadow. Now you see the three-dimensional person, and
the living reality. You saw the shadow before the real person appeared.

The events of Abraham and Isaac are real, yet they were also a shadow of
events that occurred in the New Testament. In this study, we will examine
the event with Abraham and Isaac, but the reader should also reflect on what
is happening in the story as a rough representation of the New Testament
salvation process, containing many parallels. For instance, God also had a
one and only Son, and it became necessary for God to walk with Jesus up a
hill, near this same location, called Golgotha or Calvary. Interestingly, the
hill of Moriah was where Solomon built the Temple (cf. 2 Chronicles 3:1),
near the hill where Jesus, the Lamb of God, sacrificed Himself to take away
the sins of all who believe in Him. So, look for glimpses of parallels between
Abraham and God, and Isaac and Jesus.

Abraham had left all to follow God. God promised He would make Abra-
ham’s offspring as numerous as the sands of the seashore. For decades, he
and Sarah were childless. But God had promised an heir, and many offspring.
Finally, when Abraham was 100 years old, Isaac (whose name means “laugh-
ing”) was born. God was beginning to unfurl His plan of salvation to Abra-
ham, which would develop through his seed, and in the fullness of time, this
seed will be Jesus (cf. Galatians 3:16).
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Now that Abraham finally had an heir, he was told to take Isaac to a hill
near Moriah to offer him as a burnt sacrifice to God. That is something that
would test anyone’s faith. How would it feel if after waiting all those years,
you finally have a one and only son, and you are asked to sacrifice him? Isaac
was the proof of God’s promise. Was that now in doubt? Isaac was Abraham’s
total hope for the future. At 100 years old, how could he ever have such nu-
merous offspring as the sands of the sea, if he now must sacrifice his one and
only, beloved son? Talk about testing your faith!

The Proving of Faith (22:5-12)

Abraham, even at the beginning of this testing of his faith, was proving the
quality and power of his faith. As he left the two servants with the donkey, to
head up to the hill where the burnt sacrifice was to occur, Abraham told them
(22:5) to wait there while he and his son went to worship. “We will worship
and then we will come back to you.”

This reveals that Abraham had enormous faith. He had been told in verse
2 to take Isaac and sacrifice him as a burnt offering to God. Yet he trusted he
would come back down the hill with his son. “We will return.”

As they went up the hill, Isaac had figured out that something was miss-
ing. He had the firewood, Abraham had a knife and container of fire, but
where was the lamb? He asked his father about it, and Abraham’s faith was
again proven when he said (22:8): “God Himself will provide the lamb.” In the
Hebrew, the word “God” here is YHWH, the covenant name for God. “Yah-
weh” (‘Jehovah”) will Himself provide the lamb. This is significant because
the name “Elohim” is the Hebrew word used for God in the rest of the pas-
sage. But when speaking of God as the One who Himself will provide the
sacrificial lamb, Abraham told his son Isaac that “I am who I am,” the faithful
God who committed Himself to us, would provide the lamb. This shift in the
name used for God is an affirmation of Abraham’s confidence and faith that
God would provide the sacrificial lamb, and both father and son would re-

turn.
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Abraham further proved his faith and obedience as he prepared the altar,
stacked the wood, and laid Isaac on top of the firewood. Then he raised the
knife. Would he obey to the end? Yes, he did. But God stopped him, shouting
out, “Abraham, Abraham ... Do not lay a hand on the boy... Do not do any-
thing to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld
from Me your son, your only son!” (22:11-12).

Abraham’s faith and obedience solidified his relationship with God. He
loved God, reverenced God, believed God, and trusted God. Even when he
did not understand what God was doing, He trusted the nature and character
of God to intervene before the sacrifice, or if need be, to raise Isaac from the
dead. Faithful God would not fail him, and he was committed to keeping faith
with God.

The Outcomes of Faith (22:13-18)

Isaac, Abraham’s one and only son, was not sacrificed. He lived. Abraham’s
future was still a possibility. Many offspring could now come through Isaac.
As Abraham took Isaac off the wood, he saw a ram with its horns stuck
in a thicket. God Himself honored Abraham’s faith and provided for the sac-
rifice. Abraham sacrificed the ram provided by God, in place of his son. Some
2000 years later, God who was in Christ, would provide Himself as the sacri-
fice that our lives might be spared, and we could live on eternally with God.
Abraham then named the hill and altar “Yah-weh ji-reh:” which means
“The Lord will provide.” The faithful God verified that He keeps His promis-
es and provides what we need. He affirmed Abraham’s faith and obedience.

Abraham and his son returned to the servants, and went home to Beersheba,

happy and blessed.
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Shadow and Eternal Reality

e Abraham and Isaac (shadow) point to God and Jesus (eternal reality).

 Both went with their father to a hill near Moriah (cf. 2 Chronicles 3:1)
where the Temple was built, paralleling Calvary.

* Both were intent on offering a sacrifice to God.
« Both walked up a hill to face death.

e« [saac carried wood for the sacrificial fire on his back. Jesus carried the
wood of the cross on His.

» Both fathers were intent on doing what must be done to fulfill God's over-
all plan.

* Both sons trusted their lives to their fathers.

e« God provided the sacrifice in both events; a ram for Isaac; the Lamb of
God in Jesus.

e Abraham believed God could raise Isaac from the dead, if necessary (cf.
Hebrews 11:19), receiving his son back from the brink of death. God re-
ceived Jesus back by raising Him from the dead.

* God promised Abraham that through his seed, all the nations would be
blessed. Jesus is the Seed of Abraham, the Messiah, giving eternal life to
people from all nations (cf. Galatians 3:16).

* God provides. He provided life and posterity for Abraham and Isaac on
that hill; He still provides life and a future for all who receive Jesus, the

Lamb of God slain in our place, on that hill called Calvary.

Implications and Actions

Our faith and obedience to God comprises the baseline of spiritual living.

Our lives are from God, depend upon God, and are to become expressions of
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God’s character and love. He wants us to inspire those who know Christ, and
to woo those who do not.

Abraham is often called the father of faith, not just biologically as the
human source of many characters in the Bible, or as the one who produced
seeds of blessing who would become members of the Messiah’s genealogy
(Galatians 3:16). He was also an example of faith and obedience.

Tests or trials come in two forms. Satan tempts us, trying to get us to fall
short of reaching our God-given potential. God tests us to show us where we
are spiritually, and to prove that our faith and relationship with Him is alive
and productive. God wants us to grow continually in our faith, in our charac-
ter, in our spiritualty, and in our spiritual influence for God.

We need to recognize the source and purpose of any particular testing. Is
the source from Satan, who tempts us to sin, or is the testing allowed by God,

to reveal to us and others His power at work in our life?

Questions

1. What might God ask you to do, that might be as big a challenge for

you as sacrificing his son was for Abraham?

2. In what area of your life is there some tangible proof that you have

made God more important than anything else in your life?

3.  What might God use as a challenge to you that would test your faith
or demonstrate/prove that your faith and obedience are real?
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4. Describe a time when you surrendered your all to God. What did you
feel while considering it?

5.  What did you need to do to reveal the depth of your love and com-
mitment to God?

6. If God answered your desperate prayers and gave you mercy from

your hardship or intended sacrifice, would that decrease your love

for God, or increase it? Why?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Genesis 50:15-20 James 1:2-3; Romans 8:28

lesson \Z}

Bloom Where
You're Planted

MAIN IDEA

We can experience God’s best if we always
try to be a blessing to those who do not

know God.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Am I a blessing to others?

STUDY AIM

To understand that we can experience
God’s best when we react positively to

negative experiences

QUICK READ

Joseph took his personal life of suffering
and turned it into a ministry of helping

other people.
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Introduction

Have you ever been betrayed by someone you loved? Most of us have. The
deeper our relationship is with that person, the deeper is the wound. If you
have been wounded, have you forgiven the person(s) for the hurt and pain
they caused? When another person hurts us, we are responsible to forgive
them, whether or not they ask for it. When we hurt another person, we are
responsible to ask them for forgiveness.

We often do not forgive others because they have never owned up to
what they did, nor asked for forgiveness. So, we justify not forgiving them,
because they have not done their part in apologizing. When this happens, we
open up our lives to the tormentors of anger, bitterness, or resentment. The
word “forgive” means to untie a boat from the dock, and let it go out to sea. If
we do not forgive, the stench and venom of that boatload of rotting emotions
poisons our life. When we forgive, allowing God to take the boat out to sea,
we are free from the stench and reminders, and are open to receive new boats
of blessing at our dock.

Joseph’s brothers never asked Joseph for forgiveness, or forgave them-
selves, for the evil they did to him. Joseph forgave them after realizing that
this was God’s plan for his life. The outcomes of their lives reveal the differ-

ence forgiveness makes.

Genesis 50:15-20

5When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said,
“What if Joseph bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for
all the wrong which we did to him!” So they sent a message to Jo-
seph, saying, “Your father charged before he died, saying, ” Thus you
shall say to Joseph, “Please forgive, I beg you, the transgression of your
brothers and their sin, for they did you wrong.” And now, please for-
give the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” And
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. *¥*Then his brothers also came
and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” **But
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in God's place? 2°As for
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you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to
bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.

The Evil Difficulties Faced (50:15, 20; 37:18-36)

It is quite normal for siblings to participate in sibling rivalry. With a large
family like Joseph’s, it would be a miracle if there was not any rivalry between
twelve brothers. Also, the family was formed in deceit and dysfunction. Ja-
cob desired to marry Laban’s daughter, Rachel. The price-tag was to work for
Laban for seven years. On the wedding night, Laban swapped out the bride
and sent in his other daughter, Leah. So, Jacob got a wife, but not the love of
his life. He then worked another seven years to marry Rachel. So, while Ja-
cob had many sons with Leah, his last two sons, Joseph and Benjamin, were
with Rachel. Rachel was his favorite wife, and Joseph and Benjamin were his
favorite sons.

So, the family was full of reasons for conflict and rivalry; sons from dif-
ferent mothers, Joseph being given a special robe of many colors, and Benja-
min, as the youngest and last child, was favored and protected.

The brothers’ resentment of Joseph was already so thick you could cut it
with a knife. Then Joseph started having dreams and telling the family about
them. These dreams showed Joseph becoming a ruler and the others bowing

down to him.

Redeemer

“Ga-al” or “Go-el” is the Hebrew word for redemption or redeemer. The
ga-al was the person in a family, usually the eldest son, who was respon-
sible and empowered to get back (redeem) properties that were separated
from the family.

When rescuing or redeeming a person in the family who needed to be set
free from debt, slavery, or abandonment, a family member (usually the
elder brother) could reclaim and restore them to the family. The person
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who did this was the go-el. Jesus is the ultimate Go-el. We were enslaved
to sin and awaiting death. He surrendered His life, even switched places
with us, to buy us off the slave block of sin, set us free, and restore us to
dignity. He is our Redeemer.

In Genesis 37:18-36 evil erupted. Joseph was sent by Jacob to go check
on how the other sons were doing with the sheep, in pastures near Shechem.
The brothers saw him coming from a distance, and they plotted together to
kill him. They would kill this dreamer, throw his body in a pit, and lie to their
father about Joseph’s fate.

Reuben was the oldest brother, and as such, he was the family’s “go-el,”
the Hebrew word for the redeemer. He was responsible to protect and deliv-
er the younger ones. When he overheard their plotting, he overruled their
death plot. Instead, Joseph was thrown in a pit, and Reuben planned to re-
turn and rescue him later.

So, the brothers stripped Joseph of his special tunic, and threw him in a
pit with no water. Then they sat down to a meal. Evil upon evil was piling up
upon them. They betrayed their brother, plotted to kill him, took his clothes
away, and enjoyed a meal while Joseph suffered. While they were eating, a
caravan of traders headed to Egypt arrived. Judah suggested they should sell
Joseph as a slave. So, they sold Joseph for 20 shekels of silver.

So now they have doomed Joseph to slavery, and potential death. Then
they concocted a huge lie; they soaked his special robe in the blood of a goat,
so they could tell their father that Joseph was eaten by a wild beast before
arriving at their camp. Evil? Definitely.

They continued their evil by crushing the heart of their father as they
convinced him that Joseph was dead. He grieved over the death of his first-
born from Rachel. But they were all fabricated, purposeful lies.

Meanwhile Joseph arrived in Egypt, was sold as a slave to Potiphar, the
head of Pharaoh’s protection squad. It could have turned out worse. Joseph
flourished and rose in trust and position.

In Egypt, random evil occurred toward Joseph. Potiphar’s wife found

Joseph appealing and tried to seduce him. Joseph fled. She accused him of
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indiscretion. He was thrown in jail. It could have been worse; he could have
been killed.

While in jail, Joseph became a trustee. Pharaoh’s baker and cupbearer
did something to offend Pharaoh, and both ended up in jail under Joseph’s
supervision. One night they both had a dream, and did not know what the
dreams meant, since there was no one to interpret them. Joseph told them
that God is the one who can interpret dreams. The baker and the cupbearer
told him their dreams and Joseph told them what they meant. The baker’s
dream was bad news: within three days Pharaoh would execute him. But the
cupbearer’s dream was good news: in three days he would be restored to serv-
ing Pharaoh again. Joseph asked him that after he was restored to tell Pha-
raoh about how Joseph had helped him.

But the cupbearer forgot Joseph, until he heard that Pharaoh had a
dream and none of his advisors could interpret the dream. At that point,
the cupbearer told Pharaoh about Joseph and his ability to interpret dreams.

From that day on, for many years, Joseph was in a position to bless others.

The Guilt That Remained (50:15-18)

In this passage, we see that Joseph’s brothers were still tormented by the evil
they had done to Joseph. Sometimes it is harder for the person who purpose-
fully did evil to experience forgiveness, than it is for the victim of their evil
to forgive them. We see this here. Joseph had forgiven the brothers, but the
brothers could not forgive themselves.

For decades, they lived with their betrayal and evil. Did they dream about
selling their brother to slavery and think they would never hear from him
again? Or what if he suddenly returned? Surely, they had a hard time being
around their father, especially on Joseph’s birthdate, to see the grief and loss
they had caused.

Did they have resentments among themselves? To Reuben for being a
conscience and warning them not to kill Joseph? To Judah who suggested
the slave sale? If they had killed Joseph, at least they would know for sure
he was dead, and not be haunted by the possibility that he was still alive and
continually suffering because of them. What had become of Joseph? Was he
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dead? Most slaves did not live long. Did he curse them when he got whipped?
Did he miss them?

When the brothers had to go to Egypt during the famine and buy grain,
they did not recognize Joseph. But Joseph recognized them. They just saw
him as a powerful Egyptian. They bowed to him, to give honor to the person
who was allowing them to buy food to keep their relatives alive. They did not
realize this was Joseph, the brother they had wanted to kill. They did not
recognize the fulfillment of their brother’s dreams, about them bowing down
before him (Genesis 42:6; 43:26; 44:14; and 50:18). God’s word was true.
Joseph’s dreams were accurate.

When Joseph finally revealed his true identity to his brothers, they were
dumbfounded and fearful. Joseph had the power to throw them into pris-
on, strip them of their clothes, or kill them. But Joseph had forgiven them,
and invited them to come live in Egypt, along with all their families. Joseph
had bloomed where God had planted him, and in his love and forgiveness
arranged for Jacob’s family to have a prime agricultural area of Egypt, in the
land of Goshen. Their lives were blessed, and they flourished.

The one to whom the brothers had purposely done horrible and ruthless
evil, returned good to them, blessed them, and gave them better than they
ever deserved. But from the time of their evil deeds, they had lived their lives
eaten up from the guilt of not confessing their evil, nor asking for forgive-
ness. They had just buried it. In Genesis 50:15, after years of living under
Joseph’s kindness and blessing, they still did not trust him, and actually be-
lieved Joseph was just nice to them in deference to their father being alive.

Now that their father, Jacob, was dead, they feared Joseph would seek
revenge on them. That is guilt. This is why it is so important to confess our
sins to God and receive forgiveness. They were stuck right where they were
forty or so years before, living in fear, guilt, and misery.

Finally, after decades of living under guilt, they realized they needed to ask
for forgiveness. But they were afraid to do it. So, they created a means to do
what needed to be done. They sent a messenger with a supposed last wish of
their father: Son, would you please forgive the evil done by your brothers? Fi-
nally, they understood they had been forgiven. In response, Joseph wept, and
comforted his brothers with kindness.
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God Can Turn Even the Evil Things Done to
Us Into Good Outcomes

The hatred from his brothers tried to destroy Joseph, but God's love and bless-
ing caused him to flourish. Being sold and transported to Egypt was evil. But
he had to be in Egypt for his future of doing good and providing food for
many nations to occur. He went as a slave, but he learmed Egyptian culture,
language, and leadership. When slandered and imprisoned by Potiphar's wife's
lust, he met Pharaoh's cupbearer who had the king's ear. God turned Joseph's
prison time into face time with Pharaoh. When the king had a dream, a long-
time dreamer named Joseph was there to interpret it. The dream was about
bad news: seven years of drought and famine. God turned the bad news into
good news by instructing Pharaoh through Joseph to use the seven years of
plenty to store up food and resources to save the people during the seven
years of famine. God was glorified, and Joseph was honored. His bad situation
turned to a great situation.

The Good That God Accomplished (50:20-21)

The good God accomplished was abundantly amazing, diverse, multi-dimen-
sional and had eternal consequences, making the hardship caused by evil
minimal by comparison. Yet the relational forgiveness and restoration, which
occurred between the sons of Jacob, are perhaps one of the biggest “good”
outcomes of Joseph’s life.

Yes, it is great to go from shepherd of sheep to shepherd of the Egyp-
tian Empire, but that is nothing like having your important relationships re-
stored. Yes, God had used him to feed people and keep them alive during fam-
ine. Yes, God had provided for other nations as well through this experience.

But like the father of the prodigal son, it was also a time to rejoice that
relationships that had been dead, had been brought alive, relationships that
were severed were restored and full of life.

The story ends with resolution, a wonderful positive resolution. The
brothers were relieved. They had cleared the air, admitted the evil they had
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done to Joseph. They fessed up and asked for forgiveness. They immediately
were set free, the walls and barriers between the brothers disintegrated. Jo-
seph too was relieved. Their relationships were open again, and they could all

move on ... together. How great is our God!

Implications and Actions

People had done evil to Joseph, but God was at work accomplishing a greater
good. Romans 8:28 affirms that God can make all things work together for
good, to those who are called to accomplish His good will. Not only did Jo-
seph provide food for the Egyptians, but he also arranged for all the tribes of
Israel to move to the only place in Mesopotamia where they could live well
during the famine. Thus, God preserved the lineage of the coming Messiah.

One outstanding thing about Joseph was his grace and forgiveness.
Would Joseph have been able to be kind and generous to others, if he were
full of resentment and bitterness? No. If he had not forgiven his brothers, he
would have been as enslaved to guilt as they were.

Further, Joseph was a dreamer who could see the invisible, and dream
the impossible. But he also was a pragmatist and a skilled administrator. Usu-
ally, people who can envision what needs to be done, are less skilled at execut-
ing elaborate plans. With God’s help, Joseph could do both.

God needs people who can live for God wherever they are planted, roll
with the punches, and bloom where they are planted. Are you one of those
people?

Questions

1. Today, we stand in awe of Joseph, because of how powerfully he was
used by God. Yet he started out as an unknown shepherd boy. But
his compass kept him always pointing forward toward doing God’s
will. Write down what practical thing in your life acts as a compass
that keeps you turned toward God and moving forward for Him.
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Close your eyes and ask God to show you an unforgiven event or per-
son in your mind that is a boat tied to the dock of your life, polluting
your life. Untie the rope tying that boat to you, confess to God that it
should no longer be tied to your life, and ask Him to take that boat,
with the bitterness or anger in it, out over the horizon. Thank God for
forgiving you, or the person that did that, and for Him taking it out of
your life.

What thing in your life or job really annoys you? Write it down here:

List some ways God could, or might, use that annoyance or situation
to accomplish good and to accomplish a bigger thing through your
life.

Is there anyone you need to forgive, who hurt you at some point?
Forgive them. In prayer with God, forgive them, and ask God to

forgive them.
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6. Isthere someone you hurt that you need to go to and say, “When I

did/said , I was wrong to do that. Will you please forgive me?

7. Food for thought: The next time something hurtful hits your life,
remind yourself: “This was motivated by evil, but God can use it to

accomplish His good.”
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Joshua 2:1-21 Hebrews 11:31

lesson d

Being Available
to God

MAIN IDEA

To be used of God we must distance our-
selves from our past and instead choose

to be a part of the family of God.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Do I make myself available to God?

STUDY AIM

To understand we should be so concerned
about our loved ones that we want to

bring them into the shelter of salvation

QUICK READ
Rahab exercised great faith in God when

she protected and hid the spies.
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Introduction

One of my favorite types of literature or movies involves spies. Perhaps it is
the adventure of going to new places, or perhaps it is the intrigue and danger
of carrying out a mission.

One day in the 1980’s we drove a British guest from Nevada to see San
Francisco and the Golden Gate Bridge. Since it was a beautiful day, we went
to a lookout point. As we approached it, we saw two real spies, standing be-
hind a long Ford station wagon, backed up to the cliff. Electronic equipment
beeped from their cargo area as the two guys aimed something resembling a
long-lens video camera down toward an incoming naval vessel.

We parked near them. The men, wearing snakeskin cowboy boots, quickly
draped a leather coat over the tripod, while conversing in Russian. We took a
few pictures of the city’s skyline, then speedily left to find a telephone booth
to call the FBI. I reported the spies, and where to find them. The FBI said: “Are
they two guys with electronic equipment, surveilling incoming Navy ships?”
“Yes,” I said. “Thank you for your call. We know about them; they are regularly
there.”

How about you? If you enjoy spy stories, you will enjoy today’s study.

Joshua 2:1-21

! Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go,
look over the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and en-
tered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there.

2The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come
here tonight to spy out the land.” *So the king of Jericho sent this mes-
sage to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your
house, because they have come to spy out the whole land.”

4But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said,
“Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come
from. ° At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don't
know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up
with them.” ¢ (But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them
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under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) 7 So the men set
out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jor-
dan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut.

8Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof °and
said to them, “I know that the Lord has given you this land and that a
great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are
melting in fear because of you. ° We have heard how the Lord dried
up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and
what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the
Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. * When we heard of it, our
hearts melted in fear and everyone'’s courage failed because of you, for
the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.

2*Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kind-
ness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a
sure sign * that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my
brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you will save
us from death.”

14"Qur lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don't tell what
we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives
us the land.”

13S0 she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house
she lived in was part of the city wall. ** She said to them, “Go to the hills so
the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days until
they return, and then go on your way."

”Now the men had said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not
be binding on us ¥ unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this
scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and unless
you have brought your father and mother, your brothers and all your
family into your house. *If any of them go outside your house into the
street, their blood will be on their own heads; we will not be responsible.
As for those who are in the house with you, their blood will be on our
head if a hand is laid on them. 2°But if you tell what we are doing, we will
be released from the oath you made us swear.”

2t"Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.” So she sent them away,

and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.
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Risking All for God—Faith and Courage (2:1-7)

In today’s Scripture, Joshua and the forces of Israel are camped at the “Mead-
ow of Moist Acacia Trees” (the meaning of the Hebrew name “Abel ha-Shit-
tim”), which was three hours east of the Jordan River (2:1). Joshua secretly
sent spies from there to reconnoiter the area of Jericho for their first military
campaign in conquering the land God had promised them. It is always a good
policy to get the lay of the land before you engage the enemy.

Why does it mention he “secretly” sent the two spies? Perhaps he did not
want it to become public information until they brought back their report.
It could be either a security issue, or a morale issue. The word “spies” comes
from the Hebrew root for “foot.” So, they are “footers,” people who walk in,
walk around, and walk out.

The spies went into Jericho, which means “City of Palm Trees.” The city
was located near a forest of palm trees three miles wide and eight miles long,
hence its name. Jericho was a major fortified Canaanite city, a fortress, which
was at the intersection of two main trade routes in Palestine.

They located an inn, which was run by Rahab, a prostitute. It was com-
mon in Canaan for a prostitute to be an innkeeper. Our first reaction to these
“godly” spies staying at Rahab’s inn is normally one of shock and moral out-
rage. What would others think? How could they associate with a known pros-
titute? Jesus would not do anything like that, would He? Oh ... wait a minute.
What about Jesus’ interaction with a similar woman in Luke 7:36-50?

Why Would the Spies Stay at an Inn Operated
by a Prostitute?

Before we become too judgmental over this event, we should consider sev-
eral things:

e  First, they needed a place to stay for the night, and there was probably not
a lot of choice for strangers in town.

» Second, God was directing this mission, and He had led them to that inn.
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* Third, the inn was the best place to stay because it gave quick access to
the outside wall of the fortress. If it became necessary to escape, they
would have direct access to a quick exit over the wall.

e Further, we should not judge anyone on our preconceived assumptions.
As we read on, we discover that Rahab had, even before they arrived,
become a person of faith in the Lord God. At some point, God had made
a change in her life, and because of her faith God spared her and her rel-
atives' lives, the only people in Jericho to be spared.

« Lastly, Rahab was a relative of Boaz, which means she would providen-
tially become an ancestor of King David, and of King Jesus.

Upon arriving in town, travelers would have to seek lodging, making it
obvious they did not live there. Yet, if they were to gather information they
needed, they must observe the local people, listen to conversations, and find
a source of information. The local pub or bar was a gathering place where
people, especially after some alcohol, spoke freely, and usually loudly enough
to overhear.

So, to complete their mission, they took the risk of being discovered and
sought accommodations in the inn. However, the spies were not the only
people risking their lives. Rahab provided lodging for them and risked her life
for them, since harboring spies was a death penalty offence under the code of
Hammurabi. Assuming that the arrival of the spies would be discovered, she
hid them on the roof. It was the furthest point from the public area of the
inn and its entrance. Thus, it would be the last place searched if her property
were searched. She had them lie down on the roof and covered them with flax
stocks.

The leader of a township was often referred to as “the king” (2:2-7), and
he too had spies. Not too long after Israel’s spies arrived, the king’s spies
arrived, demanding that Rahab hand over the men who had come to spy out
the land (2:3). They knew Israeli spies had arrived, and their purpose (2:3).

Rahab had already planned what to say when the authorities arrived. She
affirmed that the spies had arrived (2:4-5). In 2:6-7, she then said that just
before the city gate closed, they went out, and she did not know where they
were going. However, she suggested that if they hurried and chased them
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quickly, they could probably be caught. This helped avoid a search of her
premises, for time was of the essence if they had a chance to chase down the
escaping spies. In the meantime, she could talk with the spies, negotiate a

deal for her relatives, and help the spies truly escape.

Relying Upon God for the Outcomes—Faith and Confession
(2:8-14)

The king’s men left to pursue them, the inn closed, and Rahab went to the
roof to talk with the spies. Her spiritual insight and faith are impressive as
she related her thoughts. She confessed that she “knew” that the Lord (us-
ing “Yahweh,” the covenant name of Israel’s God) had given Israel this land,
and that great terror of Israel had come upon the people, so everyone’s heart
was melting. The people were all scared to death. Jericho had heard about
how the Lord (Yahweh) dried up the Red Sea when the Hebrews came out of
Egypt (2:10), and about how your God and your forces demolished the armies
of Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan (cf. Numbers 21:21-
35). Rahab conveyed the people of Jericho’s courage had melted and were
terrified of Israel, for the Lord God is God in heaven above, and on the Earth
below (2:9-11). Nobody has such a God!

That is quite an insightful confession: The Lord God rules over all! The
Lord God is greater than the gods of Canaan, making His people stronger
than the people of Jericho. Rahab admitted that God had already given Jer-
icho to Israel.

Whenever you are reading the Old Testament and see LORD spelled with
capitalized letters in your English Bible, it is translating the Hebrew name
“Yahweh,” which is the name that Israel, and people in relationship with God,
used to address the God of the covenant. It reminds us of the uniqueness of
our God, and that He is committed to us, and we to Him.

Rahab was so certain that God would use Israel to conquer Jericho, she
wanted a guarantee that Israel would show her the same kindness and mer-
cy, which she had shown to the spies. The Hebrew word she used, is another
word that believers know about God. It is the Hebrew word hesed.
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Kindness

The word translated “kindness” in Joshua 2:12 is more than kindness. It is the
Hebrew word Hesed describing God's unique love. It is God's faithfulness and
devoted love toward us. It is a dogged devotion that does not quit. It is demon-
strated by mercy in holding back the punishment we deserve, while at the
same time giving us loving devotion we do not deserve. It is God's mercy, love,
faithfulness, goodness, and kindness all rolled together and revealed through
practical, helpful actions. It is comparable to the New Testament word agape.

Rahab had not just heard of God as a God who can devastate others in
war; she also knew Him to be faithful to those who are faithful to Him, for-
giving those who have not lived up to His standards, remaining devoted and
helping those who are devoted to Him. She knew that His kindness is great,
even saving people who do not deserve saving.

She had shown her commitment by saving the lives of the spies. Now she
asked for some kind of proof that when Israel came, and the walls of Jericho
tumbled down, she and her mother and father, her sisters, and brothers, and
all their children, would experience the kindness, mercy, and love of God and
be spared. She wanted some kind of tangible symbol that God would save her
and her family from death.

The spies agreed to her request. “Our lives for your lives!” the men as-
sured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and
faithfully when the Lord gives us the land” (2:14). In other words, welcome
to God’s family!

Remembering Our Commitments—Faith and Obedience
(2:9-14)

Upon reaching an agreement, Rahab used a rope to lower the men through
her window and down the outside wall of the city, so they could return to
Joshua with their information, and also to inform Israel to spare the lives of
her and her family when the town fell (2:15). She advised them to go the op-
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posite direction, up into the hills instead of down the hill toward their forces.
They were to hide in the hills for three days, when the search for them would
end, and then they could go home. They did this and after three days they
went home to report to Joshua.

Before they departed, they told her there were two stipulations for their
promise to be binding. First, she must hang the scarlet cord, which they gave
her, out of the window that they had escaped from, and second, it was only
binding for her family who are in her house when the walls fall. Anyone who
left the house could not be spared.

Rahab showed both faith and obedience. As soon as she left them, she
hung the scarlet cord out the window. She did not know when they would
come, but she was going to obey God’s word to her and make sure all of her
family’s lives were spared. She lived in a state of readiness for God’s arrival.
As we do what we are told to do, we receive the blessing of God.

The spies later gave their report to Joshua (2:24): “The Lord has surely
given the whole land into our hands; all the people are melting in fear be-
cause of us.”

Implications and Actions

Regarding Rahab, Hebrews 11:31 affirms: “By faith the prostitute Rahab, be-
cause she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedi-
ent.” Rahab surrendered her past, started a new life, showed devoted kind-
ness to former enemies, thereby becoming family with them. Her belief in
the one true God, and faithfulness to Him and His people, saved her and her
relatives who by faith relied upon God to save them.

She had no school of theology to attend, but she knew God and His awe-
some greatness. She knew that whatever God says will happen, will happen.
That is biblical faith. She knew that without faith it is impossible to please
God, for anyone who comes to God must believe He exists, and He is a re-
warder of those who seek Him (cf. Hebrews 11:6).

Rahab did not let her past stand between her and God, between her and
the future, between her and life. She knew what God was about to do, and
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she embraced God and got involved in being a faithful instrument that He
could use.

God wants you to be available to be an active part of what He is doing in
the present, which is also shaping a new future. Will you let a rocky past keep
you from the bright future He wants for you? Or will you with Paul, forget the
things that are behind you, and commit yourself to press on by participating
in the upward calling of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord (cf. Philippians
3:14)?

Questions

1. Can you recall a time when you formulated your opinion of someone
else based on their reputation or words used to describe them? Did
you later get to know the person and discover they were misrepre-
sented by others? Write down a description of that incident.

2. Isthere some bad experience or memory in your past that prevents
you from being optimistic about God using you to impact others?
How does God, being able to use Rahab to accomplish His divine
purposes, give you hope and optimism that God can use you today,

and in the future?

3. How does the life of Rahab illuminate the statement: “The most
important element in being mightily used by God is not your ability,
but your availability”?
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4. Areyou available for God to use you in what He desires to accom-
plish in your life and sphere of influence? Will you pray right now,
and place your life into God’s hands, surrendering to be used by Him

daily in His activities in the world?

5. Who needs you to demonstrate God’s “Hesed” love to them this

week? How can you show them practical mercy, grace, devotion,

faithfulness, love, or kindness?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Joshua 5:13-15; 6:1-5 Joshua 4:1-2, 8, 20-24;
2 Kings 6:15-17

lesson Q

Holy
Ground

MAIN IDEA
Unbelief says, “look how big this obstacle

is.” Faith says, “look how big God is.”

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What is my personal Jericho?

STUDY AIM
To understand it is only by the power of

God and faith that our obstacles will fall

QUICK READ
God’s angelic army fought the battle of

Jericho and that is why the walls came
tumbling down, because the battle was

BIBLE the Lord’s.
STUDY
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Introduction

The mantle of leadership had been passed from Moses to Joshua after the
Israelites had crossed the Jordan River into the Promised Land. When the
Kings of this new land saw what God had done, the Bible said their hearts
melted. So, what did God do to cause the kings such great fear? God did not
just stop the water from flowing down from upstream, but He allowed all
of the people of Israel, around 600,000, to cross over the Jordan on a dry
riverbed. God was fighting for Israel before that battle even started, and fear
spread among their enemies far and wide. Israel was experiencing victories
everywhere they went, but they had never seen anythinglike Jericho. Joshua
and all of Israel needed to remember why they were there and who brought
them to this time and place, and even though they could not see how they
would defeat Jericho; God had a plan for victory.

Have you ever had so much on your mind that you look up and see some-
thing, and it just seems out of context? One day my wife and I were in our
living room deep in conversation and we looked out the front window and
saw an Impala grazing in our front yard. This was really strange since we lived
in Waco, Texas, not in Africa, but there it was. There was an explanation. We
have a farm a block away that raises exotic animals and this Impala got out

and made its way to our front yard.

Joshua 5:13-15

¥ Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a
man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua
went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”

4"Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I
have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence,
and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his servant?”

5The commander of the Lord's army replied, “Take off your sandals,
for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.
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Joshua 6:1-5

! Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Isra-
elites. No one went out and no one came in.

2Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into
your hands, along with its king and its fighting men. * March around
the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. * Have seven
priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh
day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the
trumpets. > When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets,
have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will
collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.”

Commanding Encounter (5:13-14)

5:13. Joshua was getting ready to lead Israel into the biggest battle they had
faced since crossing over the Jordan. The city of Jericho was built to with-
stand any siege. Joshua’s mind had to be spinning as he looked at Jericho in
the distance wondering what they would need to do in order to defeat this
great city. As his mind was going over battle plans, he looked up and saw a
man standing in front of him with a sword in his hand. He asked the man,
“Are you for us or for our enemies?” Which was an odd question to ask one
man standing between the city that is about to be attacked and 600,000 in-
vading Israelites.

5:14. The answer the man gave was unexpected, his reply was “neither.” This
meant he was not there to fight an earthly battle, he was there on a spiritual
mission, and we will find out in the next verse why he was sent.

He identified himself as the Commander of the Army of the Lord and
hearing this Joshua fell face down on the ground in reverence to this man
and whom he represented. Joshua then asked him what message he had for

him from God. Joshua knew God would not send someone of this significance

54



Lesson 5: Holy Ground

without some kind of message. You will notice in this verse that Joshua used
the term “servant” when referring to himself. This shows that Joshua under-
stood his standing before God. Joshua took a physical position of humility
before God by falling face down and a spiritual one through calling himself
a “servant” of God. He was ready to hear the message God was sending him

through the Commander of His Army.

Holy Ground

Today, we think of holy ground as something grand that has been created
by man's hands like the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican City, but that may not
be how God sees it. For Moses, holy ground was a burning bush in the desert
and for Joshua, holy ground was on the road to Jericho. Holy ground is when
God knows our heart is ready to meet Him and above all things be obedient
to what He is going to ask us to do. Moses spent 40 years in the desert before
he was ready to listen to God and be obedient to His call. Joshua did not take
as long to be ready to hear God's call and humbly obey Him. God has a holy
ground for each of us. We do not know when or where it will happen, but like
Moses and Joshua, we have to be willing to listen to God and obey Him when
we encounter Him at our holy ground moment.

Holy Ground (Joshua 5:15)

In verse 15, you can find the message, but it was not the message Joshua
might have been looking for. Joshua may have thought God was sending bat-
tle plans with certain victory over Jericho, but God had a different plan. The
Commander told him to take off his sandals because the place he was stand-
ing was holy.

This message from God served several purposes. First, it helped to re-
mind Joshua who God was and that it was God who had called him to lead the
Israelites. Second, it served as a way to bring things back into perspective for
Joshua. He had been in charge leading people, fighting battles, and making
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key decisions, but in reality, God was in charge. Joshua needed a moment of
clarity to see this. Finally, Joshua and the rest of Israel had seen Jericho and
even though they had won many battles, their faith had been shaken when
they saw the fortified walls of this city. Joshua needed to know it was God
who would lead His chosen people to a seemingly impossible victory, and
when that victory came, God and only God would get the credit.

What Do You Do When You Find
Yourself on Holy Ground?

Be humble before God—Fall on your face before God.
e Be silent before God—Listen to God and let Him speak.

e Be obedient to God—Do what God is asking you to do, even if it does not
make sense.

e Be aperson of action—Stand up, go out, and fulfill God's calling in your life.

Promised Victory (6:1-2)

6:1. The people locked Jericho up tight because they had seen the Israelites
coming. They were prepared for an attack, had fortified the city, and were not
allowing anyone in or out of the city at that time. They were afraid of this in-
vading force, but they also knew they had built this city to withstand attacks
like the one they would soon face.

6:2. In spite of all the preparations Jericho had made behind its fortified walls,
God made a promise to Joshua. God told Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho
into your hands...” God knew what was going to happen even though all Josh-
ua could see was a locked-down, fortified city. God knew that in seven days the
walls of Jericho would come crashing down, and He would deliver this great
city, their King, and all the fighting men over to Joshua and Israel. All God
asked for in return for this promise was obedience from His chosen people.
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Counterintuitive Instruction (6:3-4)

God’s instruction to Joshua had to sound strange. He was surrounded by
battle hardened warriors and instead of attacking the city they were told to
march around the city once a day for six days. This must have seemed like
madness to these men, but they were obedient and did what God asked them
to do. Can you imagine the effect this had on the people of Jericho? After a
couple of days of seeing warriors marching around the city in full battle gear,
their fear of Israel began to lessen each and every day. By the sixth day they
might have been having watch parties on the city wall, but Israel remained
faithful.

On the seventh day, God’s plan changed. On the seventh day, God told
them to march around the city seven times with seven priests each carrying

trumpets made from ram’s horns leading them and blowing the trumpets.

Victory (6:5)

The priests were then given instructions that at the end of the seventh time
around Jericho, they were to sound their trumpets with one long blast and
when the army heard that sound they were to shout as one with a loud shout.
God told them that when this happened, the walls of Jericho would fall down,
and their army would be able to go up straight into the city.

Implications and Actions

We all have our own “Jericho” that we face in our life every day. Those things
that are larger than life and seem too big to defeat. For some of us our Jericho
is our job, an addiction, our marriage, or a child who is out of control, oth-
ers may be experiencing loss of finances while still others are facing medical
issues that are bigger than their faith. When we come to our own personal
Jericho times in our lives, God wants to remind us that we did not fight and
win the battles in our past. He did, and He will do the same in our present
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and future. Our job is to remember who we are, who He is, and where we are,
holy ground, because anytime we are in God’s presence we are standing on
holy ground. So, like Joshua, we need to trust God to do the impossible in our
lives and be obedient to His commands even when it does not make much

sense to us.

Questions

1. Why is humility before God important?

2. How does follow through play a big part in obedience?

3.  How should you respond when God asks you to do something that

does not make any sense to you? Why?

4. When faced with an undefeatable enemy or problem, how should we
as children of God respond?

5.  What are some “Jericho’s” that Christians face today? How can we as

a body of believers help support them during these times of crisis?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Joshua 7:6-12, 20-21 Psalm 66:18; Luke 12:2-3;
1 Timothy 5:24-25

lesson é
Sin in
the Camp

MAIN IDEA

Our sin will always hurt those around us.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Do I have a secret sin that is causing me

not to live a victorious life?

STUDY AIM

To understand that our personal sin caus-

es ruin and defeat in our lives

QUICK READ

The Israelites had conquered Jericho, but

because there was sin in the camp, they
went out and were defeated.

BIBLE
STUDY
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Introduction

God had given a battle plan to Joshua regarding Jericho, and all he and the
rest of Israel had to do was follow that plan. They were to march around the
wall one time a day for six days and on the seventh day they were to march
around seven times with seven priests playing trumpets made from ram’s
horns. When they had finished the seventh circuit, the priests were to blow
one long blast from their trumpets. The people of Israel were supposed to
yell with one mighty voice, and God would bring down the wall. But God’s
instructions did not stop there, He told them they were to keep away from
the “devoted things” so they would not bring about their own destruction.
These “devoted things” were those things to be set aside for God, not for
the pleasure or enjoyment of people. If they took these things, they were
placing their own needs and wants above the God who was giving them vic-
tory over their enemies. This greed certainly would lead not only to personal
destruction, but to the destruction of the entire nation. One person, a man
named Achan, saw beautiful and valuable things in the ruins of Jericho—
great treasures in his eyes, and he took them against the warning of the Lord
and placed the entire nation of Israel in danger.

Growing up one of my favorite book series was the Lord of the Rings by
J. R. Tolkien. There was one character in the book named Gollum, who had
in his possession a ring with great powers. No one knew he had this ring, it
was his deepest secret, and he would go to great lengths to keep the secret of
this ring hidden from everyone. What Gollum did not realize is the secret of
that ring was slowly killing him. The ring was pushing people away from him,
isolating him, possessing him to the point that all that mattered was the ring,
even above his own life.

Joshua 7:6-12, 20-21

6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before
the ark of the Lord, remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did
the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said, “Alas,
Sovereign Lord, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan
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to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we
had been content to stay on the other side of the Jordan!  Pardon your
servant, Lord. What can I say, now that Israel has been routed by its en-
emies? ° The Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear
about this and they will surround us and wipe out our name from the
earth. What then will you do for your own great name?”

10 The Lord said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on
your face? ! Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which
I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted
things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their
own possessions. *? That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their
enemies; they turn their backs and run because they have been made
liable to destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy
whatever among you is devoted to destruction.

20 Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the Lord, the God of
Israel. This is what I have done: 2 When I saw in the plunder a beautiful
robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a bar of gold
weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden
in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.”

Heartbreaking Defeat (7:1-5)

God had led Joshua and the army of Israel to one of their greatest victories in
the defeat of Jericho and before they knew it, they suffered a defeat from one
of the smallest enemies they had faced, the City of Ai. Ai was so small that
after the spies came back, they told Joshua he did not need to send out the
entire army to fight against them, but two or three thousand warriors should
be enough to defeat their army. Joshua dispatched what he thought would
be enough men, about three thousand warriors and they were routed by Ai,

losing the lives of thirty-six of those men in the process.
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Broken Before God (7:6-7)

In verse 6, we see Joshua’s reaction to the news of the loss. He tore his clothes,
which was a show of great sorrow. He fell face down on the ground, an act of
humility and supplication before God, and he stayed there until evening. The
elders of Israel saw what Joshua had done and they followed his example and
sprinkled their heads with dust, which was an expression of mourning and
unworthiness.

In verse 7, it seems Joshua was chastising God for bringing them across
the River Jordan and landing them in the very predicament they were in at
that time, but that was not the case. Joshua was continuing his brokenness
and humility before God. He knew it was not God who had failed them, but
they who had failed God. They had eagerly followed God. They knew what
God had required of them, obedience, and paid the price for disobedience.

Sin—Coverup—Murder—Repentance—Atone-
ment

During King David's reign, Israel was at war, but their king was back at his pal-
ace instead of leading his army. One night he was on top of his palace, and he
saw a beautiful woman, Bathsheba, taking a bath. Instead of looking away and
leaving, he stayed, watched her, sent for her, and then slept with her. When
David discovered she was pregnant he had her husband killed in order to
cover up his sin, and then married Bathsheba. They had a son, but God stuck
him with an illness because of David's sin. David fasted, pleaded with God, and
prayed for his son to be healed, but the boy died. After his son’s death, David
felt how his sin separated him from God, and he wanted to make things right.
He finally figured out what he needed to do, and it was at this time that he
wrote in Psalm 51:17 the following words: “My sacrifice, O God, is a broken
spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.”

Steps for repentance:
e Your spirit must be broken over your sin.

¢ You have to repent of your sin, truly repent and turn away from this sin.
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e You must confess this sin to God.

*  You must accept His forgiveness and live within His grace.

A God of Second Chances (7:8-12)

Continuing in verses 8-9, Joshua begged for God’s forgiveness. He knew he
did not commit this sin, but as the leader of Israel, he was ultimately respon-
sible for what his people did, good or bad. He appealed to God’s love of Israel
and pointed out that if God did not relent, the Canaanites and other people
living in the country would hear about this defeat and would come after Is-
rael, surround them, and wipe them off the face of the earth. Joshua was not
asking God just to save His people; he was asking God to save His own great
Name.

Once God saw that Joshua had repented of Israel’s sin and was broken
over that sin, He was ready to move forward. In verse 10, we see that God
does not dwell in the past of sin that has been confessed. He told Joshua to
“Stand up!” It was time to get to work. God had a plan, and Joshua could not
do it lying on his face.

Verse 11 outlines the sin that had caused the defeat in Ai and the death
of thirty-six warriors. God told him that Israel had sinned, (although it was
only Achan who had done wrong). God held the entire nation of Israel ac-
countable for this sin. Until they found out who had committed this sin, they
would all continue to suffer God’s wrath. Joshua learned that someone had
stolen some of the devoted things, things there were supposed to be set aside
for God. Achan had lied about it and had put those things among his own
possessions.

Because of this sin, Israel would no longer be able to stand up to their en-
emies, they would run and be destroyed. God would no longer be with them

if they did not deal with this sin quickly and decisively.
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Sin Revealed (7:20-21)

Joshua had his work cut out for him. He had to find the sin in the camp—the
one in 600,000. So, Joshua started his search the next morning and they
went tribe by tribe, clan by clan, family by family, and man by man that were
chosen by God Himself. The tribes came forward and Judah was chosen. Then
the clans of Judah came forward, and God chose the clan of the Zerahites.
From that clan the families came forward, and God chose Zimri’s family. Now
each man in the family came before Joshua until they came to Achan, son of
Karmi, who was then chosen by God and Joshua confronted him.

Once he was confronted with his sin, we see in verses 20-21 how Achan
reacted. First, he confessed to his sin and admitted it was true that he had
sinned against God. He told Joshua, in the plunder he saw a beautiful robe,
two hundred shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing fifty shekels. Seeing
them was not the sin, but when he saw them, he had to have them. He put
his will, his needs above those of God, and broke the command God had given
Israel and took those things that belonged to God. Once he took them, he had
to hide them so no one would be able to see them. If someone saw them, they
would know what he had done, and his sin would be known by everyone in

the camp.

Sin Exposed

Our body is an amazingly complex organism created by God. When we get
sick or have an infection our immune system responds and mounts an im-
mune response to combat the pathogens. The immune system targets the in-
fection and over a period of time that infection is removed from the body. We
can see sin as the same thing as an infection and God's Word as our immune
system. When sin is exposed to God's Word it will not be able to stand up to it
and will be removed from the body.
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Implications and Actions

Sin never stays hidden and the effects of sin are more far reaching than you
can ever imagine. In this story, the sin of one man almost brought down an
entire nation and caused thirty-six good men to die. Sin is the same today.
No matter what the sin is, God will hold His children accountable. Hidden
sin has consequences. It destroys marriages, brings on health and mental
problem, causes mistrust among family and friends, and can result in the
loss of jobs. The list goes on. We might think we have our sin under control,
but like Achan, we have it buried where no one can see it or knows about it.
But God knows about it. Until we deal with that sin, we will not prosper or
find the joy in life that God wants for us. That secret sin becomes a roadblock
in our lives and the only way to remove it is to confess the sin to God, to let
that sin go, and to receive God’s forgiveness in our life. When this happens,
that roadblock is removed, and we can once again move forward in our rela-
tionship with God.

Questions

1. Does God judge sin on a scale from 1 to 10 with 10 being the worst
of the worst? Why or why not?

2. How does one person’s sin effect other people, even if they do not
know about the sin?
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3. What does sin do to your relationship with God?

4. How does Psalm 103:12 illustrate God’s forgiveness of our sins?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND
Judges 16:15-21 Judges 14-16;

2 Corinthians 6:14;
1 Corinthians 6:19-20;
10:11-12

lesson d

Samson's
Spiritual Decline

MAIN IDEA

Sin will take you farther than you want to
g0, keep you longer than you want to stay,

and cost you more than you want to pay.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What is the source of my strength?

STUDY AIM
To understand that when we play around
with sin, we will not lose our salvation,
but we will lose our spiritual effectiveness

and spiritual power

% QUICK READ

BIBLE Samson deceived himself. He thought he

STUDY
GUIDE

was so strong that he would not give in to

temptation. Then he met Delilah.
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Introduction

Most people know the story of Samson, at least the story of his adult life, but
if you read about Samson before his birth, you will better understand what
he did as an adult. A man named Manoah and his wife were childless because
she was barren and not able to have children. One day an angel appeared to
her with a message that would change her life. He told her that even though
she was barren, she was going to have a child, but there were certain obliga-
tions that came with this pregnancy. During this pregnancy she would not be
allowed to drink anything that came from the vine, any fermented drink, or
eat anything unclean. She was also never to cut his hair because the boy was
to be a Nazarite—an Israelite who was set aside to serve God, took vows to
abstain from alcohol, let their hair grow, and avoided defilement by coming
in contact with corpses.

Samson was born, grew up strong, and was a thorn in the flesh of the
Philistines, the enemy of the Israelites. His biggest weakness was a Philistine
woman named Delilah, and she would eventually be his downfall.

When I was a kid, we played a lot of games. I remember one called the
“Broken Telephone.” We would get a bunch of people in a line, the more the
better. The person at the front of the line would whisper a phrase in the ear
of the person next to them, they in turn would do the same to the person be-
hind them, and the message would be passed from one person to the next un-
til it had reached the last person in the line. The last person would repeat the
message they received, and it was never even close to the original message.
What we found out was that the farther the message got from the original
source, the more it changed.

I think sin does the same thing to us. When we are close to God, sin is eas-
ier to deal with, we have the resources we need. Those resources are the Bible,
prayer, the Holy Spirit, and Christian fellowship and encouragement. But, as
we get further away from God because of sin, the “message” gets weaker and
what God originally intended for us is not what we are now hearing. Sin does
not sever your relationship with God, it just makes it more difficult for you to
effectively communicate with Him. Once you deal with that sin in your life,
you draw near to God, open up the lines of communication and can clearly

hear His message again.
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Judges 16:15-21

5 Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,” when you
won't confide in me? This is the third time you have made a fool of
me and haven't told me the secret of your great strength.” ¢ With such
nagging she prodded him day after day until he was sick to death of it.

7'So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been used on my
head,” he said, “because I have been a Nazirite dedicated to God from
my mother’'s womb. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave
me, and I would become as weak as any other man.”

8 When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to
the rulers of the Philistines, “Come back once more; he has told me ev-
erything.” So the rulers of the Philistines returned with the silver in their
hands. *° After putting him to sleep on her lap, she called for someone to
shave off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And
his strength left him.

20 Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke
from his sleep and thought, “I'll go out as before and shake myself free.”
But he did not know that the Lord had left him.

2! Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him
down to Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, they set him to grind-
ing grain in the prison.

Love and Betrayal

Some relationships were just not meant to be, and the one with Samson and
Delilah was certainly one of those. Samson was an Israelite and Delilah was
a Philistine. Their people were enemies and at war with one another. Samson
had been a one-man wrecking crew against the Philistines, and they could
not find a way to stop him or beat him. They were desperate when someone
came up with the idea of using Delilah to bring him down. So, they conspired

with her and asked her to find out the source of Samson’s strength ... for a

price.
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Three different times she asked Samson what the source of his strength
was and how he could be subdued. This should have sent up warning flags
to Samson and it did, so he lied to Delilah. The first time he told her if he
were bound with seven fresh bowstrings that had not been dried, he would
become as weak as any other man. The Philistines provided her with the bow-
strings, she tied him up, and then yelled “the Philistines are upon you.” He
snapped the bowstrings with ease. The second time he told her if he were tied
with new ropes that had never been used, he would lose his strength. The
third time he told her if she would weave the seven braids on his head into
a fabric on a loom, he would become weak as any other man. Each time she
told him the Philistines were on him, and each time he was up and had his
full strength.

Sin Is a Trojan Horse

There is a story about a war that had gone on for over ten years and neither
side was making much progress. On one side you had the Greeks and on
the other side you had the Trojans, who had a fortified city called Troy. The
Greeks came up with a plan to build a large wooden horse and then hide a
select team of men inside the horse. Once the horse was completed and the
men were in place, they left this horse within sight of the city gate and the
Greek army then pretended to sail away. The Trojans saw the wooden horse
and the Greek army sailing away, so they opened the gates and pulled in the
horse as a huge war trophy. While the city was sleeping, the men inside the
horse came out and opened the gates to the city letting the Greek army in to
destroy Troy.

Sin may seem harmless and come in many forms, but its main objective is
to first deceive and then to destroy. As believers we need to be vigilant, ever
watching, always questioning, and forever seeking God for guidance in our
lives.
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Hurt Feelings (16:15)

I find it humorous in verse 15 that Delilah is acting like the injured party. She
is the wounded, innocent one who is not loved by her man, and Samson is the
lying, untrusting brute who will not confide in her and is willing to publicly
humiliate her.

The Nagging Truth (16:16-17)

Delilah nagged at Samson day after day. She was relentless in trying to find
out the source of his strength. Finally, Samson could not take it anymore and
gave in and told her everything.

He told Delilah about his Nazarite vow and how no razor had touched
his head since he had been born. He told her that if his head was shaved, he
would become as weak as any other man. Samson had to know what she was
up to; she had tried to ensnare in the past and failed and now he shared with
her his deepest secret. She had betrayed him three times and tried to turn
him over to his enemies when he had given her false information but now,
she knew the truth. Samson had to know what was coming and yet he made
a choice between being relentlessly prodded every day by Delilah or be taken
captive by the Philistines.

The Price of Betrayal (16:18-19)

Delilah knew she had worn down Samson and this time he had told her the
truth, not just part of it, but everything. So, she secretly sent word back to
the Philistines instructing them to come back because Samson had told her
everything, and she truly knew the secret to his strength. The rulers of the
Philistines came to her with silver in their hands, the price she had agreed to

betray Samson, and they waited.
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Delilah had Samson lay his head on her lap, and he fell asleep. As he was
sleeping, she called for one of the Philistines to come and shear off the sev-
en braids of hair on his head. Immediately his strength began to leave him,
because he had sinned and gone against what God had told him not to do.
The source of strength was not in his hair; his power came from God and his
obedience to God. Once he disobeyed God, God took His strength from him.
Some may say Samson did not cut his hair himself, so the sin was not his. By
revealing his secret to Delilah, knowing she would betray him, he took on the
same responsibility as if he had taken the razor to his own head. For the first
time in his life, Samson felt the absence of God. This weakness was a constant

reminder that God was no longer with him.

Taken (16:20-21)

Asbefore, Delilah called out to Samson saying, “the Philistines are upon you!”
and he woke from his sleep thinking that he would handle things like he had
before. What Samson did not realize was that this time was not like the oth-
ers. This time God was not with him. He was alone, and the fight would not
go as planned.

The Philistines surrounded, overpowered, and took Samson down to
Gaza. They chose Gaza because it was one of their great cities. It was a strong
city, and it was in the coast far away from Samson’s people. They were vio-
lent to Samson because of all the problems he had cause for the Philistines.
They gouged his eyes out, bound him with shackles, and then made him grind
grain in the prison. They wanted to be sure Samson could never hurt them
again. If he was blind, he wouldn’t be able to see to attack them. If he was
bound with shackles, he would have difficulty escaping. And if he was grind-
ing grain day after day, he would be so tired he wouldn’t have the strength to
try anything against them.
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Psalm 1:1-2

“Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the
way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in
the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and night.”

Steps to keep from sin:
» Do not walk with the wicked.
+ Do not stand in the way of the sinners.

¢ Do not sit in the company of the mockers.

* Do delight in the Word of God and meditate on it day and night.

Implications and Actions

Sin can be committed actively or passively. In Samson’s case, he never shaved
his head, but he suffered the consequences of sin, nonetheless. God had told
Samson what was expected from him, and if he failed to live up to those ex-
pectations there would be a price to pay. For Samson that price was being
separated from God for the first time in his life, and this was not something
he was ready for.

Once we accept Christ as our Savior, we can never feel the separation
from God that Samson felt, because God’s Spirit will never leave us. Sin hin-
ders our relationship with God, but God’s presence is always with us. Sin in
our life grieves God, but He never gives up on us or turns His back on us. He
is always there. When we choose to sin, we also choose to take a step back
from God, and with each sin that chasm grows wider. But all we have to do is
confess our sin to make ourselves right before God and close the distance we
created between ourselves and our God who loves us so much.
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Questions

1. Why would Samson tell Delilah his true source of strength?

2.  Why did God punish Samson? He did not cut his hair, someone else
did.

3. According to the “Psalm 1:1-2” sidebar, is there a natural progression
in the walk, stand, and sit? How does that apply to sin?

4. What does sin do to our relationship with God? How can we restore
that relationship? Is God’s forgiveness 100%? Explain.
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

1 Samuel 16:5-13 Acts 13:22; 1 Samuel 13:14;
Psalm 78:72

lesson d

A Man After
God’'s Own
Heart

MAIN IDEA

People look at outward appearances, but
God looks at the heart.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Can God use me?

STUDY AIM

To understand that God is more interest-

ed in purity than He is in beauty

QUICK READ
God chose David because even though he
did not have a perfect heart, David had a

heart perfectly directed toward God.
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HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD: PASSING THE FAITH ALONG

Introduction

In our world today, we often discard the imperfect in the pursuit of perfec-
tion. Discount stores mark down “blemished” items, because they know peo-
ple are unlikely to pay full price for discolored or mismatching items. Shop-
pers push aside fruits and vegetables with soft spots to find the best items.
Teens and adolescents are painfully critical of one another over even a hint of
acne (I remember the “pizza face” taunts of junior high very well!).

Consider Michigan native Jim Abbott. To look at him, you might not
expect much. However, he was a stand-out pitcher, and led the Michigan
Wolverines to win two Big Ten conference championships between 1985 and
1988. He was the first (and currently only) baseball player to win the top am-
ateur athlete award in the United States, and on September 4, 1993, pitched
a no-hitter for the New York Yankees. He accomplished all these things de-
spite having been born without a right hand. Jim’s goal was not to be like
other great ball players, but to be the kind of player who would inspire those
who would come after him.

As we continue this study of passing along our faith, let us remember
that regardless of what the world may see on the outside, it is what God sees
on the inside that matters. May He find in us a heart focused on trusting

Him.

1 Samuel 16:5-13

5Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; [ have come to sacrifice to the Lord.
Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he con-
secrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. * When
they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’'s anoint-
ed stands here before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not
consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord
does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” ¢ Then Jesse called Abinad-
ab and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has
the Lord chosen this one.”° Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he
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Lesson 8: A Man After God’s Own Heart

said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” ° And Jesse made seven
of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has
not chosen these.” ** Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keep-
ing the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we
will not sit down till he comes here.” > And he sent and brought him
in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And
the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” ** Then Samuel took the
horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit
of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose
up and went to Ramah.

The Outside Is Not the Best Side (16:5-7)

Have you ever had to give someone unwelcome news? News that would not
only be painful to hear, but even more painful to deliver. In 1 Samuel 13:14,
Samuel told Saul, “The Lord has sought out a man after His own heart, and
the Lord has commanded him to be prince over his people, because you have
not kept what the Lord commanded you.” The prophet who had anointed the
first king of Israel just informed that same king he would soon be replaced.

Samuel returned to Ramah, his home, saddened over Saul’s rejection of
God and concerned over what would happen to God’s people in the future.
God spoke to Samuel, assigning him a task, but not after grieving over Saul.
The Lord asked his prophet, “How long will you grieve?” (1 Samuel 16:1). On
top of the emotional stress of the moment, anointing a new king while the
present ruler was still in power could draw his anger! Talk about being in a
tough spot!

When Saul rejected the Lord, he did indeed stay on the throne for a brief
period; nevertheless, Saul was no longer God’s man in the palace. Herein lies
an important principle: God can reject a person, an institution, even a corpo-
ration or company and they may still look as though they are “doing business
as usual.” Outward actions are, by definition, superficial; the Lord’s rejection
will eventually become public knowledge.
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As an aside, it is appropriate to grieve over leaders who reject the Lord,
but we must move on when God commands us to follow Him. Yahweh in-
structed Samuel to go to Bethlehem with two goals: invite Jesse and his fam-
ily to attend a sacrifice and anoint the man He would indicate as His choice (1
Samuel 16:3). It is during this sacrifice the Lord taught Samuel an important
lesson about the difference between human and divine vision.

Let's Have a Barbecue!

There were five types of sacrifices or offerings shown in the Old Testament:
the bumnt offering (Leviticus 1; 6:8-13; 8:18-21; 16:24), the grain offering (Le-
viticus 2; 6:14-23), the peace offering (Leviticus 3; 7:11-34), the sin offering
(Leviticus 4; 5:1-13; 6:24-30; 8:14-17; 16:3-22), and the trespass offering, also
called the guilt offering, (Leviticus 5:14-19; 6:1-7; 7:1-6).

Most of these were split into portions for the Lord, the priests, and the person
offering the sacrifice (when applicable). The sin offering allowed none of the
animal to be consumed by human participants; it was entirely dedicated to
the Lord through its sacrifice (Leviticus 4; 5:1-13; 6:24-30; 8:14-17; 16:3-22).

If the offering were to be a peace offering, as was the case with Samuel, then
the animal would be sacrificed, and its meat eaten during a ceremonial meal.
In this case, consecrating oneself would have meant refraining from certain
activities for a period to achieve ritual purity needed for the worship ceremo-
ny. This would include things such as bathing, changing into clean clothes,
avoiding contact with anything dead/unclean, and sexual activity (Exodus
19:10, 14-15; Joshua 3:5).

With the city elders and Jesse’s family now consecrated and rightly pre-
pared, the ceremony can begin. Consecrating Jesse and his sons demonstrat-
ed Samuels’ obedience to God’s plan; he did exactly as the Lord requested.
However, Samuel did not know whom the Lord had selected, and faulty in-
sight led him to the wrong conclusion. As Samuel looked at Eliab, Jesse’s
firstborn son who shared similar traits with Saul, Samuel thought, “Here is
the next king!”
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Verse 7 is the most important part of this passage, for it illuminates the
differences between human and heavenly thinking. Man looks for visibly
perceptive traits to determine worthiness; Yahweh, in His ability to under-
stand the depths of human volition, looks “on the heart.” The Lord sees more
than just the physical characteristics of an individual; He sees their motives,
faults, thoughts, and emotions. Eliab was not evil or bad, but at his core, he
was lacking in something that God desired.

A Godly Heart Is the Best Side (16:8-13)

One by one, the parade of sons continued until the seven boys have passed
before the prophet. We can imagine Samuel scratching his head and think-
ing, then asking Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” (16:11). Since Samuel knew
God’s word was true and trustworthy, he knew something must be off at the
gathering.

Notice Jesse’s reply: “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is
keeping the sheep.” His father does not even regard him enough to call him
by his name, just the term “the youngest.” Evidently, the lad was not invited
to the sacrifice, or he would have been present. Furthermore, he was only
called because the prophet insisted on it! Even though the youngest son was
working at Jesse’s direction, Samuel wanted to have all of Jesse’s boys appear
at the gathering. God had not yet spoken, and Samuel was still listening.

Jesse’s remark about “keeping the sheep” gives us a clue about what it
means to be a “man after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14). Keeping the
sheep was a servant’s job. Keeping the sheep allowed a person time for re-
flection or thought. David would have undoubtedly spent hours looking over
the animals as well as the glory of God’s work in creation. This would have led
him to write some of the great songs of praise in the Hebrew Hymnal (Psalm
8; Psalm 19). Keeping the sheep also meant you would have needed to trust
God in moments of danger (1 Samuel 17:34-35). Whether animal or human
danger, trusting in the Lord to lead him through those moments meant Da-
vid knew how it felt both to be the shepherd as well as the sheep (Psalm 23).
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As Jesse’s last son appeared, God revealed that His choice for a king had
now arrived (16:12). By all outward appearances, the seven sons before David
were better material for a king. Visually, people would notice Saul and think,
“He looks like a king.” (1 Samuel 9:2). With David, they would look at him and
think, “Oh, he looks nice.” David was a shepherd, but there were lots of shep-
herds. He had good eyes, but so probably did a lot of other young men. He
was young and might be a long-lived king, but so might a lot of other young

men. The difference in David was that his heart was focused on God over all

other things.
Shopping List
What things do you look for when selecting a leader?
Political party Age
Ethnicity Experience
Gender Spiritual Beliefs
Other

Rank the options above from 1 to 8 (where 1 is most important to you).
Why did you choose the ranking you did?

How could today’s lesson influence your future selections?

Samuel took one look at David and did exactly what God wanted him to
do. Verse 13 indicates that David was anointed “in the midst of his brothers.”
In other words, this future king was announced within the family circle. The
act of pouring oil over the head signified that the person would forever be set
apart for the Lord’s use. This marked the first time David’s name is used in
Scripture.

It is at this moment that God’s Spirit came upon him and began to em-
power him, but he did not go immediately into the palace; David returned
to the fields. God used the pasture to prepare His king. His years of being a
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shepherd were not wasted time, they were training time. Psalm 78:70-72 in-
dicates that David was a great man and king over Israel because he never lost
his shepherd’s heart. Asaph writes that David “shepherded them and guided
them with his skillful hand.”

The private, inconspicuous nature of the anointing created little under-
standing of its ultimate importance at the time. In the coming months, David
would be called back out of the fields and thrust into the spotlight as God’s
chosen man for the hour and for the nation. Having fulfilled the duties laid
out for him, Samuel returned home to Ramah.

Implications and Actions

The scope of this encounter echoes loudly in our postmodern cultural land-
scape. We rely on our eyesight for everything, and yet it often proves itself
to be an untrustworthy source of information. The fastest way to our bank
accounts is through our eyes. Carried by visions of excess, sexuality, and so-
cial conformity, we understand that the only way to become more attractive
or successful is to purchase a particular brand of automobile or whatever they
are selling. We never seem to be any better for the purchase, only poorer.
Today, God is not looking for the fastest runner, the person with the larg-
est number of social media followers, or the individual with the biggest bank
account to be His disciple. Yes, in truth, He can use those things for His glory,
but He does not require them. He is seeking the person whose heart is de-
pending upon Him for strength, for guidance, and for eternity (2 Chronicles
16:9). He is not looking for perfect people; He is looking for people whose

hearts are perfectly trusting Him.

Questions
1. If David believed “I am what I do,” how would he have seen himself?

What is a danger of seeing yourself primarily in light of an occupa-

tion?
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“Don’t judge a book by its cover” is a well-known saying. What are one
or two ways you are frequently guilty of making this type of judg-
ment? In what areas might a church be guilty of this type of external
judging?

What does it say about Jesse’s estimation of his youngest son that
he did not even bother to have David appear before Samuel? What
can be learned from this decision?

Have you ever looked at a person and judged them based solely upon
their looks? How, if ever, did that change over time? How could you
apply today’s study to that moment?

How can the image of Christ as your Shepherd help you appreciate
being part of His people?

Bibliography

Website, www.aausullivan.org, accessed 09-24-22.
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

1 Samuel 17:38-51 Ephesians 6:11;
2 Timothy 4:6-8

lesson @

Overcoming
Your Giants

MAIN IDEA

There is never a victory unless you partici-
pate in the battle.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What is the biggest obstacle standing in

my way?

STUDY AIM

To understand that God wants to move us
forward so we may claim the possessions

that are ours in Christ

QUICK READ
David was willing to engage Goliath in

battle, and he overcame the giant.
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Introduction

What does a typical 14-year-old boy do on a Saturday evening? One partic-
ular lad spent the late hours of a Saturday evening carousing with friends,
drinking, and playing cards. When Sunday morning rolled around, he be-
grudgingly went to confirmation classes and then came home, only to find
that his mother had died. He and his father went to the funeral, but neither
the service nor the confirmation classes had any effect on the young boy.

The day before his confirmation, the boy committed fraud when he only
delivered a portion of the funds that were sent to the church for the purpose.
By the time the young man was sixteen, he had been thrown in jail for run-
ning up substantial amounts of debt in local businesses and failing to pay
them.

By all accounts, the young man had numerous challenges ahead of him,
but not much in the way of hope. When you come face to face with obstacles,
are you constantly overwhelmed? Is there hope available to you, something

to help you realize all is not lost? Today’s lesson encourages us to live in an

abundance of faith and power amid life’s greatest challenges.

1 Samuel 17:38-51

% Then Saul clothed David with his armor. He put a helmet of bronze
on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail, ** and David strapped
his sword over his armor. And he tried in vain to go, for he had not
tested them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot go with these, for I have
not tested them.” So David put them off. “° Then he took his staff in his
hand and chose five smooth stones from the brook and put them in his
shepherd's pouch. His sling was in his hand, and he approached the
Philistine.

4 And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, with
his shield-bearer in front of him. > And when the Philistine looked and
saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, ruddy and hand-
some in appearance. ¥ And the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog,
that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by
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his gods. * The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give
your flesh to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the field.” ° Then
David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with a
spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. “¢ This
day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down
and cut off your head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the
Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the
earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, ¥ and
that all this assembly may know that the Lord saves not with sword and
spear. For the battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into our hand.”

“8 When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David,
David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. *° And Da-
vid put his hand in his bag and took out a stone and slung it and struck
the Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he
fell on his face to the ground.

50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone,
and struck the Philistine and killed him. There was no sword in the hand
of David. 5! Then David ran and stood over the Philistine and took his
sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him and cut off his head
with it. When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they
fled.

Trust God's Power (17:38-40)

In the verses prior to this section (1 Samuel 17:32-37), David and Saul were
discussing David’s inexperience as a fighting man. Even though he was sorely
outmatched, and even though it really should have been the king preparing
to meet the Philistine champion—David was undeterred. Knowing that he

could not send the boy out without some type of support, Saul attempted to

provide David with armor (17:38).

By doing this, Saul assumed he could use worldly methods to obtain vic-

tory. David understood this battle was not a physical battle but a spiritual

one. Moreover, the king’s armor was fitted to the king’s person; David was a
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much smaller individual and could not move well, if at all, with such heavy
armor on his body.

Have you ever seen a small boy thump around in his father’s boots that
are way too big for his feet? Or perhaps wear a jacket that comes so far out
past his hands you cannot see them? That is the image that comes to mind
every time I read this passage. David is literally swamped by the king’s gear
and cannot use it effectively.

David’s response in verse 39 is in keeping with his earlier statement: “The
Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the from the paw of
the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine” (1 Samuel 17:37).
Acknowledging his strength as a shepherd and removing King Saul’s armor
showed that David trusted in something other than earthly power to bring
about a victory on the battlefield. He trusted in God’s power more than any-
thing else.

When you are trusting in God’s power, your weaknesses are not the issue.
They are already known, and what is known cannot be used against you by
your enemies. God promises He will provide grace that is “sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

Consider this example: pretend you have an 800-pound crate and a fork-
lift, and you need to take the crate and put it in a truck bed. If you are trust-
ing in your own strength, you are in trouble! But if you use the forklift, you
need not worry about your physical ability when compared to the weight of
the crate. It is the same principle when viewing God’s power. You and I are all
weak compared to our enemy. But when we trust in God’s power (the forklift
in this illustration) our weaknesses are overcome.

Verse 40 tells us David “approached the Philistine.” This is faith in shoe
leather ... well, faith in leather sandals. It is not enough to say spiritually
motivating words or post hip phrases with cool photos that gather likes or
comments online. If you and I never approach the challenge facing us in life,

trusting in God’s power alone, we will never be able to experience His victory.
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Use God's Weapons (17:41-47)

Every fight involves some type of weapon: a fist fight uses fists, pistols at
dawn involves a duel with flintlock handguns, a battle of wits means you fight
with your brain (unless you discover your opponent is unarmed, of course).
Every fight involves some type of weapon. Overcoming challenges, or giants
in life through faith means we use God’s weapons.

David could not use the weapons of the king, and in the same fashion,
followers of Jesus are called to leave aside the weapons of this world. Paul
instructed believers in the first century, “For though we walk in the flesh, we
are not waging war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are
not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds” (2 Corinthians
10:3-4).

And what are the weapons of the flesh, or the world? Goliath uses some
of them: intimidation, violence, and manipulation (1 Samuel 17:5-10, 16,
23). As David approached, the giant shouted insults, then cursed at his face
(17:43). Lastly, he threatened David with gruesome death (17:44).

Winning a battle against such a poorly armed opponent would not have
been an impressive accomplishment so Goliath cursed David by the Philistine
gods. This last action proved to be a giant undoing!

David had been waiting for a reason to get out his sling. First, his older
brother Eliab accused him of having impure motives for being at the battle-
field (1 Samuel 17:28). Then Saul said he was too young to fight (1 Samuel
17:33). Then this Philistine cursed David’s Lord.

I am sure David’s voice that day sounded like any other young man, filled
with enthusiasm and adrenaline. But I would also like to believe his voice was
strong, and resonant, and filled with the beautiful sound of the Holy Spirit
(1 Samuel 16:13). David had prepared for this battle—and make no mistake,
this was no physical battle—by allowing God to prepare his heart, to fight
this battle, and to win this day (17:47).

Verse 47 is really one of the greatest statements of faith in the entire
Bible, if not the history of the world. This declaration is a heart for God fully
on display, and Goliath had no clue what was headed his way.
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AsTIsrael listened to Goliath repeatedly spew venomous taunts, forty sun-
rises and sunsets passed before someone courageously stepped out with faith
in God and His power. Perhaps the people of Israel were being allowed to
face this test of faith to show that their king had turned away from Yahweh.
Would they follow their earthly king, or would they follow the Lord of Hosts?

What's in a Number?

The number 40 often shows up in the Bible in contexts dealing with judgment
or testing. Although no specific meaning is assigned in Scripture, the number
does frequently involve a notable move of God.

For example, when God flooded the earth, it rained for 40 days and nights
(Genesis 7:12). After Moses killed the Egyptian, he fled to Midian, when he
spent 40 years as a shepherd (Acts 7:29-30). The Israelites took 40 days to spy
out Canaan (Numbers 13:25), and then wandered for 40 years because of their
disbelief in God's promise (Deuteronomy 8:2-5). In the New Testament, Jesus
was tempted for 40 days and 40 nights (Matthew 4:2). There were 40 days
between Jesus' resurrection and His ascension (Acts 1:3).

Remember the Victory Is the Lord’s (17:48-51)

This battle is over even before it begins. David ran to meet his foe in the mid-
dle of the field, slingshot in hand. Everyone in Israel had been saying, “This
guy is so big, we cannot beat him.” David said, “Goliath is so big, I cannot miss
him!” By trusting in God’s power and using God’s weapons, David achieved
victory over Goliath with one simple stone. And just like that, the enemy
had been defeated; David was right, the battle was truly the Lord’s (1 Samuel
17:47; 2 Chronicles 20:15).

One further show of power: David ran up to Goliath and used the Phi-
listine’s own sword to behead him (17:51). In doing so, David made certain

the spiritual enemy was not just dead, but he was absolutely dead. Recall that
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the Philistines had promised to surrender if their champion lost the one-on-
one battle (1 Samuel 17:9); we should never expect that the enemy will live
up to his promises. David’s actions, while gruesome, gave the Israelite army
newfound courage, and they took after the opposing army with great fervor
and passion.

At the end of this narrative, we find a picture of Jesus and the cross. Da-
vid is an Old Testament type of Christ who points forward to the Messiah in
the New Testament. In Genesis 3:15, Satan is cursed for the destruction he
has brought into Eden. Specifically, God stated that the woman’s offspring
“shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

As the seed of the woman, Jesus crushed the head of Satan at the cross.
When the Israelites finished pursuing the Philistines, they plundered the en-
emy’s camp. Jesus has done this for us, as well. He has crushed the enemy’s
head, and they are on the run! By faith, we rest in His victory.

Gearing Up for Battle

A battle is coming, what can you do? If you are a disciple, you make sure your
armor is ready.

Ephesians 6:14-18 details the spiritual armor needed for safely living. Unfortu-
nately, some people take the experiences of others, put it on over their own
lives and copy it, never making any adjustments for their individual lives.

Consider the armor listed below. Would you, like David, have to say you have
‘not tested them,” and cannot use them? What could be done to better utilize
them?

e Belt of Truth

* Breastplate of Righteousness
e Gospel of Peace

*  Shield of Faith

¢ Helmet of Salvation

»  Sword of the Spirit
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Implications and Actions

Remember the young man mentioned at the beginning of the lesson? He did
indeed face many challenges in his younger life, but when he was twenty he
attended a prayer meeting in a private home. While at that meeting, George
Miiller encountered several believers whose lives reflected their faith in the
living God. Unable to escape the pull of the Holy Spirit, Miller surrendered
his life and converted to Christianity.!

As he grew in his faith, George realized God was calling him to establish
an orphanage to meet the needs of many homeless children in his city. Miiller
determined he would give away all his earthly possessions and not seek fi-
nancial support from anyone, but only from the Living God, who hears and
answers the prayers of His people.

In living this way, he determined to show that Yahweh is still in the busi-
ness of felling giants, if we will deliberately focus on His glory and not our
own. May we become a people who more willingly trust in the Lord’s guid-
ance and protection and “move quickly to the battle lines.”

Questions

1. How can we know if or when we cross the line from trusting God to
trusting in worldly methods? What should be done if we stop trusting
in the Lord’s power?

2. In David’s final words to Goliath (17:46-47), he mentioned there are
two audiences for the battle that day. Are there different audiences
for the challenges we face today? If so, who are our audiences? What
might the message be that they need to hear?
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3. How has this lesson helped your understanding of the Gospel deep-
en or be enriched?

4. What are some of the more frightening adversaries faced by believ-

ers today? What are their weapons? How has God helped believers

overcome them?

5. What makes it difficult for you to be a person who “runs quickly to
the battle lines”? What makes you more inclined to be a soldier on
the sidelines? Which is more honoring to Christ?

Bibliography
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

2 Samuel 18:6-11 2 Samuel 14:25-26;
1 Peter 2:21-25

lesson QO

A Tale of
Three Kings

MAIN IDEA

We each have three kings fighting for
control of our lives: Envy (King Saul), Re-
bellion (King Absalom), and Submission

(King David).

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Is my heart directed toward God?

STUDY AIM
To understand that God is not in the pro-
cess of using us until we have learned sub-

mission, and developed patience

QUICK READ
Of the three kings, David was the only

BIBLE one in the spirit of Christ submitting to
STUDY

God’s given authority.
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Introduction

In June of 1985, an elementary student went on vacation with his family to
Colorado. While there, they took a horseback ride that lasted several hours.
Before leaving the staging area, their guide instructed the group to keep
the horse’s reins in their hands. He stated, “Even though these animals are
trained, they get a little impatient and wander off if they don’t feel the tug of
the reins.”

This pre-teen had acquired a pair of folding sunglasses (the height of
1980s fashion), and spent countless hours unfolding them, putting them
on his head, and reversing the process. With gentle breezes blowing and the
warm sun shining down, the group rode out; before long the young boy had
forgotten the words of the guide, put down the horse’s reins, and began play-
ing with his sunglasses.

It is not truly clear who was in control of whom on the trail that day back
in 1985. This can be the case in our lives today as well. As we continue our
study, let us acknowledge God’s mercy in bringing us to Himself through bro-
kenness and submission. We must question ourselves as to whether we are

aligning our hearts with Him.

2 Samuel 18:6-11

6 So the army went out into the field against Israel, and the battle was
fought in the forest of Ephraim. 7 And the men of Israel were defeated
there by the servants of David, and the loss there was great on that day,
twenty thousand men. & The battle spread over the face of all the coun-
try, and the forest devoured more people that day than the sword.

? And Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was
riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a
great oak, and his head caught fast in the oak, and he was suspended
between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under him went
on. ° And a certain man saw it and told Joab, “Behold, I saw Absalom
hanging in an oak.” ! Joab said to the man who told him, “What, you
saw him! Why then did you not strike him there to the ground? I would
have been glad to give you ten pieces of silver and a belt.”
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Background

Second Samuel continues the narrative thread of First Samuel, with Saul dy-
ing and David taking his rightful place as king of Israel. Although roughly half
of the book covers the victories and triumphs as Israel's leader (2 Samuel
1—-10), his crimes of adultery and murder (2 Samuel 11) set up both David's
personal and national losses recorded in its remainder. Of particular impor-
tance in the second half of the book is David's third son, Absalom. He mur-
dered his half-brother Amnon, David's first son (2 Samuel 13), raised an army
against his father (2 Samuel 15) and set himself up as king against David in
open rebellion (2 Samuel 16—17).

The Rebellious King (18:6-11)

As Chapter 18 opens, a great battle is set to occur that will determine the
king in Jerusalem. Absalom’s army is approaching David’s much smaller force
outside of Ephraim (a city northeast of Jerusalem). David had escaped from
the palace to this city (2 Samuel 17:24, 27) and gave his fighting men instruc-
tions on how to meet the enemy.

A wise military strategy is to use every available resource against your
opponent, especially natural elements such as the forest outside Ephraim.
David divided his army into thirds and had them fight from the cover of the
woods, minimizing the larger army’s advantage and defeating them (18:7).
Based upon the text, it appears David still had favor with the Lord, as the
“forest devoured more people that day than the sword” (18:8). Whether vi-
cious animals or natural elements such as a bog or mire, Absalom’s soldiers
were routed.

Cautioned by his generals to remain in the city, as “you are worth ten
thousand of us,” David was safe during the battle (18:3). It would not be the
same for Absalom; for as he met David’s men, Absalom became trapped in
a tree, unable to free himself (18:9). While the text does not state clearly

that he was caught by his hair, Absalom was known for his luxurious hair (2
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Samuel 14:25-26) and his vanity led him to challenge his father against wise
counsel (2 Samuel 17:1-14).

One of David’s unnamed soldiers recognized the usurper and informed
Joab, the same commander who followed David’s order to stage Uriah’s mur-
der (2 Samuel 11:14-17). Joab would ultimately bring about the end to the
threat of rebellion by ensuring that Absalom died before the end of the day
(18:14-15).

Proverbs 16:18 states, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty
spirit before a fall.” Pride swelled up in the heart of Absalom and caused him
to fall, bringing destruction to himself and to others. He came to power in a
duplicitous manner, keeping the people of Israel in the dark to his true mo-
tives (2 Samuel 15:6, 11). He had no legitimate claim to the throne but used
power and charisma to manipulate others into gaining what he wanted.

As aresult of his rebellion against his father, Absalom ultimately received
a traitor’s burial and public shame (2 Samuel 18:16-18). One could say he
earned his just rewards. It will be the same for those whose lives reflect a
lifestyle of willingly rebelling against God. If they choose to “sow in the flesh,”
then they will not receive spiritual blessings, but death (Galatians 6:7-8).

Caught Between Heaven and Earth

Second Samuel 18:9 states that Absalom was “caught fast in the oak, and he
was suspended between heaven and earth.” He could not defeat nor escape
his enemies.

In verse 10, the man who spoke to Joab told him that Absalom was “hanging’
[Hebrew, taltly] in an oak tree.” This Hebrew verb is used only once in the To-
rah, to describe how “a hanged man is cursed by God" (Deuteronomy 21:23).
Absalom'’s behavior had twice earned him the distinction of being cursed by
divine law: rebelling against his father (see Exodus 20:12; 2 Samuel 15:6, 10-11)
and sleeping with some of his father's concubines (2 Samuel 16:21-22). The
Torah proclaimed that a man who did such things was cursed (Deuteronomy
27:16, 20).

Absalom’s fate is like others who opposed God's appointed man: Achan (Josh-
ua 7:25-26), the king of Al (Joshua 8:29), and the five kings who fought against
Joshua (Joshua 10:26-27).
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The Envious King (1 Samuel 18)

Envy is a resentful trap of emotions that occurs when we see someone else
achieve a goal we desire, or they have something we want. It can grip us at
any time, regardless of our age or season of life. It could be focused upon a
person’s wealth, possessions, their job, home, spouse, or significant other;
envy is a cancer that, left unchecked, will eat away at the human heart.

When we first encounter Saul, he genuinely wanted to be a godly king.
Over the course of time, his honest heart was revealed, and we see that it was
not focused upon God’s desires for Israel but Saul’s desires. Once the spirit
of God that had empowered his victories was removed and given to David,
Saul’s selfishness came to the surface. He became so jealous and envious of
David that he mentally descended into madness. His envy was so extreme
that it drove him to make multiple attempts upon David’s life.

Saul became envious of the young shepherd’s successes (1 Samuel 18:1-
9). Envy caused the king to find fault with David in these things rather than
rejoicing with him. David showed a great amount of valor courageously fac-
ing and defeating the Philistine giant (1 Samuel 17:38-51). The king brought
the young boy into the palace, gave him a position of royal standing and al-
lowed him to become friends with Jonathan, Saul’s heir (1 Samuel 18:2-3).
During this time David enjoyed many successes and people began singing
songs to honor him. These songs put more emphasis on the acts of David
than those of the king, which was catastrophic (1 Samuel 18:7-8). From that
moment on, Saul became paranoid of David and suspicious that he would try
to overthrow his Kingdom.

Jealousy and envy can give way to lies and deception intended to hurt
someone. Saul had already promised his oldest daughter in marriage to the
man who killed Goliath (1 Samuel 17:25), but he lied to David to expose the
young man to more fighting, with hopes he might be killed (1 Samuel 18:17).
Envy had blinded the eyes of the king, and his heart was corrupted by his
paranoia.

Envy creates all kinds of problems today. Envying a person’s good looks
or beauty can allow the enemy a foothold in our hearts and heads to whisper
lies that we are ugly or unattractive and so degrade ourselves. Allowing an-
other person’s success or achievement to create bitter hatred within us may
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lead us to act out against a coworker verbally or perhaps even physically. If we
do not guard ourselves, we may find our attitudes and spirits align more with
the prodigal brother, who was angered at the lavish grace and love expressed
to someone else (Luke 15:25-30).

If we were to stop and compare our hearts to those of these first two kings,
would one resonate with us more than another? If so, which one most reflects
your heart today? Perhaps neither Saul nor Absalom reflects your heart in fol-
lowing the Lord. If not, there is a third king to consider today.

The Broken King (2 Samuel 18)

The broken things of this life are thrown away so easily; its more convenient
to go online and order a replacement than to fix what is broken. There is an
abundance of broken things in this world, just look around: hearts, fellowship,
spirits, friendships, and marriages.

When we reach the bottom of our respective struggles, it is easy to look up
then and ask for God’s help; there is nowhere else to go. It is during the middle
of the struggle, when we are fighting against the pain, trying to keep things to-
gether, hustling to make ends meet that we should stop and seek His presence
in humility and sincerity. Psalm 34:18 reminds us that God is “near to the bro-
kenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.” We should never think the Lord
is deaf to our tears and our grief, even if we are the architects of those pains.

David knew the brokenness that comes from being out of God’s will. As he
recognized the fallout from his affair with Bathsheba, the Spirit moved him to
write the words of Psalm 51. “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a
right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10). As he wrote this phrase, he might have
been thinking of how his heart had once beaten in sync with God’s; now, Da-
vid’s heart was out of rhythm with the Spirit.

The words of Nathan the prophet broke David’s heart each time he re-
membered them: “...the sword shall never depart from your house” (2 Samuel
12:10). Moreover, Nathan proclaimed that the Lord would not allow David’s
punishment to remain a secret; all of Israel would know of the consequences
(2 Samuel 12:11-12). The clandestine encounter with Bathsheba would forever

cover Israel’s greatest king with a cloak of heartache and dysfunction.
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The child conceived through the adulterous affair died (2 Samuel 12:18).
David’s first-born Amnon seduced and violated his half-sister, Tamar; David
was angered but did nothing to punish the man (2 Samuel 13:21). Absalom
avenged his sister Tamar, while the king mourned his eldest child but did not
pursue Absalom (2 Samuel 13:23-39). David essentially watched his house tear
itself apart while his heart broke into pieces.

When Absalom did return to Jerusalem, it was two full years before he
and the king met face to face (2 Samuel 14:28, 33). Once he arrived, Absalom
immediately set in motion a four-year plan to draw support to himself that he
might overthrow his father and become king (2 Samuel 15:1-10). As word of
his son’s treachery finally reached him, David knew he must flee, or he would
die (2 Samuel 15:14). David’s heart must have been crushed as he left the city,
knowing his son wanted nothing more from him than his position as sovereign.

An Absalom Moment

[s there an “Absalom moment” in life where you can acknowledge brokenness
before God?
e Achild or grandchild made a foolish decision counter to core values
of the family.
¢ A family member has spoken hurtful words, broken fellowship, and
now is in a place where they cannot (or will not) hear words of for-
giveness and restoration.
e A situation where your words or actions have created enmity be-
tween family members.

The story of Absalom is the story of us all, “for there is no distinction: for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:22-23).

David’s command to his troops before the battle of Ephraim’s Woods
was evidence of a father’s love for a child: “Deal gently for my sake with the
young man Absalom” (2 Samuel 18:5). David knew that fighting men might
be overcome with bloodlust in the heat of battle, so he requested them to
put aside justice for mercy, and to spare Absalom as an honor to the king.
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As word of his son’s death reached him, David’s response was one of the
most poignant moments in all of Scripture (2 Samuel 18:33). He cried out that
he willingly would have died so Absalom could have lived! Heavy is the price of
rebellion and treason. The price of restoring the kingdom was the death of a
son hung on a tree.

Implications and Actions

Like Saul, each of us can fall prey to the trap of envy and jealousy. Like Ab-
salom, we all have rebelled against God. Perhaps some of us are in a form of
open rebellion even now. Let me encourage you to remember David’s ear-
nest plea to the Lord and allow Him to restore you into fellowship with Him
(Psalm 51:10, 12). Unlike the other two kings, David’s heart was malleable; it
was able to be re-formed when necessary.

What about your heart? As we have looked at these kings, have you no-
ticed parts of their lives that seem foreign to you? Do some of their actions
feel comfortable, or perhaps even second nature to you? Do the important
moments of life cause you to draw closer to God or to move farther away
from Him?

I recognize that on some days I still am that kid on the horse, too dis-
tracted and concerned with my own desires to see where my path is leading
me. As I discovered in 1985, we must turn ourselves to follow our leader; no
one can or will do it for us. If we do not, we will find ourselves off the safe
path, and in potential danger (1 Peter 5:8).

May we constantly be turning our hearts to the Lord and following His

leading in our lives.

Questions

1. To what extent was Absalom’s rebellion a result of David’s parent-

ing? What things, if anything, could have been done differently?
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How do you view the things of life that are broken? How often do
you find yourself throwing away the things that could be fixed, sim-
ply for the sake of convenience?

Looking over David’s life, you can see the painful moments that God
used to shape David’s heart. As you look at your life, what painful
things have you kept from God? What might happen if you were to
allow Him to work through those events in your life?

On a scale of 1 to 10, where 1=Always and 10=Never, how often do
you allow envy a place in your life? What things tend to be a cause of
envy for you?

On a scale of 1 to 10, where 1=Always and 10=Never, how often do
you rebel at following God’s leadership? In what things do you most
resist His authority?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

1 Kings 18:30-39 James 5:17-18;
1 Kings 17:2-24

lesson Ql

Fire From
Heaven

MAIN IDEA
Put God first and watch what God does.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Do I put God first?

STUDY AIM

To understand we must pray in faith and

with persistence

QUICK READ
Before God ever used Elijah to do big pub-
lic things, He prepared him by giving him

% three challenges.

BIBLE
STUDY
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Introduction

In this lesson, we will examine the underdog story of Elijah going up against
eight hundred and fifty Canaanite prophets at Mount Carmel. Yet, this was
really a bout between Baal, the God of Canaan, and Yahweh, the God of Israel.
The story demonstrates that God alone is worthy of our praise. He is the God
we should pray to, trust in, and seek to obey.

Buster was raised in the Windsor Terrace neighborhood of Columbus,
Ohio. He wanted to grow up and be a boxer like his dad, who ran the local
gym at the Blackburn Recreation Center. Buster was quite an athlete, lead-
ing his local high school to the state basketball championship. After playing
basketball for a couple of community colleges, Buster wanted to return home
and try his hand at boxing.

Buster won his first five fights before being knocked out by David Bey.
He continued his young boxing career, mostly under the radar, but after de-
feating Oliver McCall, Buster earned a shot at the undisputed heavyweight
champion, Mike Tyson.

James “Buster” Douglas was a 42-to-1 underdog in the 1990 heavyweight
championship bout with Mike Tyson, who was undefeated and considered
the best boxer in the world. Defying the odds, Douglas knocked out Tyson in
the 10th round of the fight to win the heavyweight championship in one of
the greatest underdog stories in sports history.

When we come to 1 Kings 18, we read about one of the great underdog
stories in the Bible. The king of Israel, Ahab, summoned the people from all
over Israel to gather at Mount Carmel. This included four hundred and fifty
prophets of the Canaanite god, Baal, and an additional four hundred proph-
ets of Baal’s consort, Asherah. Ahab and his wife, Jezebel, worshiped these
pagan gods, and it was time to see if they were worthy of worship in Israel.
Baal reigned as the champion in Israel.

The underdog against the reigning champ was the God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob—Yahweh. The dwindling worship of Yahweh, the Lord, in Israel was
still adhered to by some but most of them were in outlying areas or in hiding.
Yet, the contender for the bout showed up at Mount Carmel; his name was
Elijah. Numerically, the odds were eight hundred and fifty Baal and Asherah
prophets to just one prophet of Yahweh.
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The match began with two bulls being prepared for sacrifice. Once pre-
pared and laid on the altar, the prophets of Baal were to cry out to their god
to light the altar. They shouted, danced, and even slashed themselves with
swords to try to rouse their god to action. Surely the god of the king and
queen would come and light the altar with such commotion, but nothing
happened all day long.

Then, it was time for the underdog to swing the knockout punch...

1 Kings 18:30-39

%0 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came
to him, and he repaired the altar of the Lord, which had been torn
down. * Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended
from Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, “Your
name shall be Israel.” * With the stones he built an altar in the name of
the Lord, and he dug a trench around it large enough to hold two
seahs of seed. * He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid
it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and
pour it on the offering and on the wood.”

% "Do it again,” he said, and they did it again. “Do it a third time,” he
ordered, and they did it the third time. ** The water ran down around the
altar and even filled the trench.

% At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and
prayed: “Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known to-
day that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done
all these things at your command. ¥ Answer me, Lord, answer me, so
these people will know that you, Lord, are God, and that you are turning
their hearts back again.”

%8 Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood,
the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.

% When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried,
“The Lord—he is God! The Lord—he is God!”
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Refocusing on God (18:30-35)

Elijah summoned the people to come over and get a close seat for what was
about to happen. Elijah wanted the people to participate and not simply be in
the audience. He knew that if the nation was going to turn back to Yahweh, it
required the people to refocus on God. They had served the false gods of Baal
and Asherah for far too long. It was time for a new champion.

Baal and Asherah

The term, ba'al, may be a more general term for “lord” than an actual name, as
it was applied to numerous deities in the ancient Near East. In the Bible, Baal is
identified as the supreme god of the Canaanite people. He was believed to be
the god of fertility over creation. This included providing human children and
the fertilization of the crops. Thus, he was seen as the god of the weather. In
times of drought and famine, Baal was viewed as angry with the people, which
oftentimes resulted in greater efforts to worship, offer sacrifices, and petition
Baal to have compassion and send the rains.

Asherah was Baal's consort. Therefore, she was viewed as the mother god-
dess. As the partner to Baal, she embodied the fertilization of creation, both
human and ecological. She was oftentimes depicted as a pole or tree, which
served as a symbol of fertility.

In times of great famine, such as that described in 1 Kings 18, it is easy to see
why the people under Jezebel's leadership, turmed to these pagan worship
practices. While we do not worship idols in the same way, today, we too can
become tempted to look for answers to our troubles in all the wrong places
rather than trusting in the Lord.

The altar of Yahweh was in ruins. It was torn down, grown over, and un-
used. The altar needed to be cleaned up and repaired. The abandoned worship
of God needed to be restored. A spiritual renewal was needed throughout the
land.
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When we come to God in our brokenness, we are in ruins and need to be
restored. Yet, instead of restoring our lives so we can come to God, we come
to God so He can restore our lives.

Elijah rebuilt the altar, but the text is unclear on exactly how he restored
it. One possibility is that he took the same broken stones and put the piec-
es back together. Yet, a more likely possibility is that he rebuilt it with new
stones. In fact, according to verse 31, Elijah took twelve stones (one for each
tribe) and built an altar to God from them. The text seems to imply these are
new stones that represent a new day in the life of Israel and the renewal of
the worship of God.

Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” God is in the business
of making all things new, and He transforms us into altars that worship Him
when we refocus on who He is and come to Him—just as we are.

Then, Elijah dug a trench around the newly formed altar. The trench was
enough to hold two seahs of grain seed. When converted to weight, it is esti-
mated that this was approximately twenty-four pounds, which is a little un-
der three gallons of water. This may not seem like a lot of water for a trench,
but the nation was in a severe, three-year famine. Water was precious and
scarce. So, when Elijah dug a trench for water around the altar, he did so with
great faith.

Elijah arranged the wood on the altar, prepared the bull and set it on the
wood, and then called for four large jars of water to be poured over the altar
three times. The water soaked the sacrifice and the wood, running down and
filling up the trough. These twelve washings of the altar (four jars three times
each) represented the washing of the twelve tribes as they refocused on God
in worship.

When we refocus on God, we find that His forgiveness washes away our
failures, immorality, and wickedness. God accepts every “tribe” as His own
people. All are welcome to come in our brokenness to be restored as we refo-

cus our attention on worshipping the Lord.
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Reconnecting With God (18:36-37)

With the altar prepared, Elijah sought Yahweh’s presence. He began his
prayer by acknowledging the God he prayed to: Yahweh (Lord), the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel (Jacob). This is the God of their forefathers—not
Baal and Asherah. Yahweh was the God who revealed Himself to Abraham,
called the patriarch to leave his homeland and to come to this land as the
place tht his descendants would inhabit. Yahweh was the God who miracu-
lously enabled Sarah to give birth to Isaac. Yahweh was the God who wrestled
with Jacob and gave him the name, Israel. Yahweh was the true God of the
historic twelve tribes of Israel.

When we look back on the biblical account and on the events of our own
lives, we return to the God who has been so faithful. We remember that the
Lord of the yesteryears is the very same God who reigns in the uncertainty of
the events of our present moments. This builds our trust that the Lord will
see us through whatever we are facing.

After reconnecting with their ancestral God, Elijah requested that Yah-
weh demonstrate His power in such a way He would be known as the God of
Israel. Whereas under Ahab and Jezebel, Baal was prominent, Elijah called
out to God to reestablish Himself as the God of the nation. In doing so, God
also affirmed Elijah as His obedient servant.

In verse 37, the prophet used repetition to show the magnitude of his
plea. He used the Hebrew word, ana, which is translated “answer,” but the
term carries the connotation of being a character witness who speaks on be-
half of the accused. Elijah was accused of being a false prophet because he did
not worship Baal. Yet, he called out to Yahweh to come to his aid and defend
him.

Elijah’s plea was not selfish; he was not primarily looking out for himself.
Rather, he longed for the people of the nation, who gathered there, to know
Yahweh is the true God so their hearts might be turned back to Him.

Repentance is not only turning away from sin but also returning to God.
When we reconnect with God, we acknowledge our shortcoming, but we also

acknowledge God’s overcoming of all our failures.
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Becoming a Living Sacrifice

After Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross, we no longer offer animal sacri-
fice for our sin. Yet, Paul commissioned us in Romans 12:1 to become “living
sacrifices.” By this, Paul was calling us to release control of our lives to God.
Thus, we “sacrifice” our personal desires, goals, preferences, and opinions and
surrender to God's lordship in our everyday lives.

What do you need to release control of in your life? Are you willing to let go
and trust God?

Recognizing God (18:38-39)

Fire fell from the heavens. We are not told how God did this. Was it through a
lightning strike? Did a meteor fall through the atmosphere? Did God super-
naturally reign down fire? We are not told because how God did it is second-
ary to the fact that God did it. The fire was so powerful it incinerated the bull,
ignited the wet wood, scorched the stones of the altar and the soil around it,
and completely evaporated the water in the trench.

When God shows up, it is oftentimes in dramatic fashion. There is little
doubt that it is an act of God. While the Lord works in our lives all the time
and in many ways that we may not see, there are times when there is no other
reasonable explanation of than: “God did it.”

The people witnessed God’s miraculous act for themselves. When they
saw the altar of Elijah on fire, they fell to the ground and began to recognize
God as the true God of their lives and of the nation. Again, we see the repeti-
tion: “The Lord—he is God! The Lord—he is God!” There simply was no other

explanation.
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Implications and Actions

The underdog defied the odds and won the match. Yahweh was the reigning
champion in Israel. The people refocused on God, reconnected with God, and
recognized God as the champ. Baal and Asherah were defeated. Ahab and
Jezebel were infuriated. Yet, Yahweh reigned supreme.

In our lives, when we put God first, we too refocus, reconnect, and rec-
ognize God. As we center our lives on the Lord, we are more observant to see
the miraculous things He is doing in our lives, our families, and our world.
Turning from the “idols” of this world, we can see that only God is worthy of

our worship and our obedience.

Questions

1. Whatis the state of your “altar” to God? Does it need repair?

2.  What steps did Elijah take so only God would receive credit for what
happened on Mount Carmel?

3. How does remembering the past help us to put faith in God in our

present struggles?
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Why is it important to be persistent and repetitious in our prayers
to God?

What needs to be burned up or removed so you can better see God

and turn your heart back to Him?

What is the difference in saying: “The Lord is God” and living a life
where the Lord is God?

113



FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

1 Kings 19:3-8 1 Kings 19:9-21

lesson QZ

Running on
Empty

MAIN IDEA

When we experience depression, we must
reach out to our brothers and sisters in

Christ for help and for strength.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Do I experience depression because I am

physically exhausted?

STUDY AIM
To understand that depression can also be

the shadow that is cast on the other side

of “mountaintop experiences” with God

QUICK READ
Elijah was physically exhausted, spiritual-

-

BIBLE
STUDY

ly defeated, and emotionally depleted.
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Introduction

Last week, we left Elijah on Mount Carmel after a tremendous victory. Yah-
weh showed up, lit the sacrificial altar, and proved Himself as the God of
Israel. The people covenanted to follow the Lord, the prophets of Baal were
defeated, and the famine ended. The rains began to pour, and the famine was
over. You might think the prophet of God was on top of the world, but if he
was, his elation was short lived.

When Ahab told Queen Jezebel about what had happened on Mount
Carmel, she was furious. She sent a messenger to threaten Elijah that she
was going to hunt him down and kill him for what he had done. Elijah was
exhausted, lonely, and afraid for his life. Depression set in and took over his
mind, heart, and soul.

In this week’s passage, we see Elijah running on empty. He was emotion-
ally, mentally, physically, and spiritual spent. In our lesson, we will aim at
identifying stress and look at how we can best lean into God and others for
strength to navigate the most challenging aspects of life.

Depression is a reality for all of us to some extent and to many people it
is a major, daily struggle. According to the Mayo Clinic, the following symp-
toms may indicate mild to significant depression:

+  Feelings of sadness, tearfulness, emptiness, or hopelessness

+  Angry outbursts, irritability or frustration, even over small matters

+ Loss of interest or pleasure in most or all normal activities, such as
sex, hobbies, or sports

+  Sleep disturbances, including insomnia or sleeping too much

+  Tiredness and lack of energy, so even small tasks take extra effort

+  Reduced appetite and weight loss or increased cravings for food and
weight gain

+  Anxiety, agitation, or restlessness

+  Slowed thinking, speaking, or body movements

+  Feelings of worthlessness or guilt, fixating on past failures or self-
blame

+  Trouble thinking, concentrating, making decisions, and remember-

ing things
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+  Frequent or recurrent thoughts of death, suicidal thoughts, suicide
attempts, or suicide

+  Unexplained physical problems, such as back pain or headaches

Oftentimes the challenges of depression are cyclical. In other words, the
side effects impact each other. For example, if we tend to make poor dietary
choices when we are stressed, we may develop low self-analysis, guilt, and
shame that lead to increased mental illness and poor sleeping patterns. How
we handle anxiety is key to living the abundant life God intends for us.

1 Kings 19:3-8

5 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in
Judah, he left his servant there, * while he himself went a day’s journey
into the wilderness. He came to a broom bush, sat down under it and
prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my
life; I am no better than my ancestors.” > Then he lay down under the
bush and fell asleep.

All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” ¢ He
looked around, and there by his head was some bread baked over hot
coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again.

7 The angel of the Lord came back a second time and touched him
and said, “Get up and eat, for the journey is too much for you.” ® So he
got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled for-
ty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God.

Helping Others With Depression

There are no quick, easy solutions for fighting depression. When a friend or
family member is struggling with anxiety there are limits to what you can do
to change the situation. While being a supportive peer cannot solve their strug-
gles, your presence can be a great asset to them. Consider these four tips when
walking through a season of depression with someone:
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1. Be Human: Ask open ended questions about what is happening in his/
her life. Avoid making judgmental statements about their struggles.
Choose to resist the urge to give step-by-step counsel to him/her or
empty platitudes that oversimplify the struggles he/she is facing. Actively
listen to him/her and relate to the hardships he/she is going through,
validating the reality of the pain.

2. Be Humble: You are his/her peer. Unless you are a trained medical pro-
fessional, avoid trying to control the situation. Sit in the uncertainty of
the challenges that he/she is facing. Lean into the empathy of putting
yourself in his/her shoes, experiencing the emotional and mental dis-
tress of what he/she is going through.

3. Be a Help: Consider ways you can help him/her. You cannot solve the
problems he/she faces, but you can walk through them with him/her.
See if there is a chore you could take off his/her plate that would help.
Ask if you can bring a meal over to his/her house. Offer to do something
fun with him/her that he/she personally enjoys. Go with him/her to see
a therapist, pick up medication, etc.

4.  Be Hopeful: Avoid trying to counter every negative that he/she says with
an intangible positive. Instead, validate the emotions he/she articulates.
Yet, offer hope by asking to pray with and for him/her. Talk about the reality
of the darkness but also that it will not last forever. Share a Scripture that
helped you through a rough time in your life. If you promise to be there
for them, follow through with your promise and put action to your words.

Fear Leads to Depression (19:3-5a)

The opening words of verse 3 speak of Elijah’s state of mind. The Hebrew
verb, raah, is used. Literally, the word means to see, but this is oftentimes
used to speak of seeing something with the mind’s eye or perceiving some-
thing to be true. Hence, Elijah heard the words of the currier that he was
being hunted down by Jezebel. He pondered these words over and over in
his mind, and he found himself in a state of utter fear. So, he “ran for his life”
(19:3). He headed for the wilderness and tried to hide.
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What do you do when you are afraid? Many people do what Elijah did.
Physically, mentally, emotionally, and relationally, we take flight. We try to
act like the problem is not reality, stuff it in, hide from it, and act like it never
happened. We hope it will somehow just go away if we choose to ignore it.
Yet, fleeing from our struggles rarely leads to them going away.

Others, approach their fears by fighting. Going after those who have hurt
you, seeking revenge, and trying to bring about your own justice oftentimes
lead to escalated pain and tension. There is a time and place to sit down with
someone and try to talk through struggles you have faced, but to do so pre-
maturely will likely intensify the problem and the resulting anguish. Fighting
rarely leads to a decrease in anxiety.

Whether we use fight or flight to address depression, we rarely see a pos-
itive outcome. Elijah ran for his life. Leaving his servant behind at Beersheba
in Judah, he continued running another day’s journey into the wilderness.
Perhaps he hoped to hide from Jezebel’s soldiers, but no matter how far he
ran, Elijah could not hide from the voices in his own head.

When he reached a broom tree, he wanted to die. The broom tree is a type
of large shrub that grows in the desert of Judea and across Arabia. Like Jo-
nah after the repentance of Nineveh (Jonah 4:6-9), Elijah crawled up under
the plant and was so dissatisfied with life that he no longer wanted to live.

Physically exhausted from running, hungry and thirsty from being with-
out food and water, and emotionally unstable due to his fear, Elijah reached
the end of his rope. Mentally, the great prophet who just witnessed the show-
down of God on the mountainside, was now in the valley of the shadow of
death (Psalm 23:4).

In his honesty, Elijah turned to God and said, “Enough!” There are a lot
of people in the world today that have had enough of the pain of life. Life is
not fair. People are not always kind. Sometimes things do not work out as
we hope. Terribly bad things happen in our lives. Jobs are lost, divorces hap-
pen, and our loved ones die. There are no easy answers to tragedy. Christians
should avoid the glib clichés and well-intentioned pat answers. Life is really
hard and there are many who cry out and say, “I cannot take this anymore.”

Elijah was so entrenched in his fears that they sucked the life right out
of him. He felt his life was no more valuable than those of his ancestors that
were dead and gone. So, he asked God to take his life and to let him die. Then,
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like Hagar laid Ishmael under the bush to die (see Genesis 21:15), Elijah went
and laid under the shrub, fell asleep, and thought he might never wake up.

Faith Leads to Dependence (19:5b-9)

Alittle later, an angel came to Elijah. The Hebrew word for angel, malak, sim-
ply means “messenger” or “currier.” Just like Jezebel sent Elijah a message,
the Lord had an important word for the prophet. The queen had promised
Elijah that he would be dead by the next day; her threat did not come true.
Yet, the messenger of God had a different message—a life giving message.
Like Peter on the rooftop in Joppa (see Acts 10:13), Eljjah is told to get up
and eat.

Elijah got up from his sleep under the tree, and he saw there was a fire.
The fire had been burning for quite a while and now there were hot, burning
coals. On the fire was bread that had been baked on the coals. Next to the fire
was a jar of water. Elijah got up, ate the bread, drank the water, and then fell
back asleep. The angelic messenger came a second time, awoke the prophet,
and again told him, “Get up and eat.” So, he got up, ate the food, drank the
water, and was physically strengthened for the journey before him.

Who was this unknown messenger of God? The Bible does not tell us.
Certainly, God can send us angels from Heaven to care for us, and this seems
to be the most literal reading of the text. In Hebrews 13:2, we are reminded
that we should always be hospitable because there may be times when we are
entertaining angels without even knowing it. However, there are times when
God’s provision comes in other forms. Back in 1 Kings 17:6, Elijah was fed
in the wilderness by ravens that brought him food. Sometimes, God sends a
message to us through His creatures.

If you stop and think about it, there have probably been many times that
a promise of the Bible or a word of Scripture was just what you needed for the
day. Other times, you heard a song on the radio that was the timely message
to lift your spirits. Perhaps more numerous than you can count, God sent a
friend into your day with the encouraging word that opportunistically helped
you to refocus.
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We all get afraid. Life can bring us down. People hurt us. Circumstances
may seem dismal, but God never leaves us nor forsakes us (Deuteronomy
31:6). He is always watching over us, caring for us, and providing for our
needs. Sometimes those needs come from the miraculous hands of angels
and at other times it comes through the caring arms of a friend. Regardless
of how they come, if we will have eyes to see it, we will witness the powerful
presence of God that shifts our fear to faith.

After he received the necessary physical nourishment, Elijah traveled on-
ward, all the way to Mount Horeb (also known as Mount Sinai). Here, his
faith would grow as he encountered God. Elijah would not encounter God
in the great and powerful wind, the mighty rumble of an earthquake, or the
ravenous purging of a fire. Instead, the prophet encountered God in the still-
ness and quiet of a gentle whisper. Before Elijah could ever come to a place of
hearing the whisper of God, he had to still the hunger in his stomach and the
fear in his mind. God cared for Elijah to give him the food he needed—first
the physical food and then the spiritual food.

Suicide Prevention

If you or someone you know is considering suicide, it is vitally important to seek
help from a mental health professional. The following steps are recommended:

e Consult your local, family physician and keep him/her informed on your
condition.

e Consult a trained mental health professional, counselor, therapist, or
psychologist.

* Reach out to a close friend or loved one. Stay with someone that cares
about you.

» Contact a minister, spiritual leader, or someone else you trust in your
faith community.

e Call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1 (800) 273-TALK (8255)
for immediate assistance.

If nothing else, call 911 or your local emergency number immediately.
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Implications and Actions

There are many in the world today who are physically hungry, homeless, and
unable to hear God over the rumbling in their stomachs, the depression in
their minds, and the sorrow in their hearts. So, God placed His body (Church)
into the communities of brokenness. We are in the world to be the hands,
feet, and presence of Jesus. May we be his “angelic” beings that start the fire,
bake the bread, and share the water that meets the physical needs of others.
May we be the messengers who listen without judgment, befriend the bro-
ken, and show genuine empathy to the hurting. May we be the ones who em-
body the acceptance, compassion, and love of Jesus to all people, especially
those who are fighting mental, emotional, and spiritual battles inside their
minds, hearts, and souls.

Questions

1. Why do you think Elijah was afraid and running for his life?

2. After such a huge victory at Mount Carmel, how did Elijah get to a

place to want to die?

3. Consider a time when you or someone close to you were so de-
pressed the desire to die was greater than the desire to live. Where
did you turn for help?
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4. How do physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual health interrelate
with each other?

5. Who is going through a hard time that you could be a messenger of
God’s goodness to?

6. How can you care for yourself, so you are better prepared to hear

God’s gentle whisper?

Notes

1The Mayo Clinic, Depression (major depressive disorder), https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseas-
es-conditions/depression/symptoms-causes/syc-20356007.
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Esther 7:3-7 Proverbs 21:1

lesson QS

God’'s Chosen
Queen

MAIN IDEA
God may put you in a special place for a

special time for a special purpose.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Do my choices affect others?

STUDY AIM

To understand that we can trust God even

when He seems to be absent

QUICK READ
Esther did not know why she became

% queen, but God did.

BIBLE
STUDY
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Introduction

Esther became queen of Persia following the banishment of Vashti by King
Ahasuerus (Xerxes I) for snubbing the king’s request to showcase before his
guests. Esther, an orphan raised by her cousin, Mordecai, won the favor of
the people in the harem and eventually the king, himself. On one occasion,
Mordecai uncovered a plot to assassinate the king, but he was not commend-
ed for his heroic action.

Meanwhile, Haman, an official of the king, despised Mordecai because
he refused to bow to him. When the king remembered his oversight of Mor-
decai, he summoned Haman and commanded him to lead Mordecai through
the town in a heroic parade. This further infuriated Haman, who devised a
scheme to kill Mordecai and slaughter all of the Jewish people in the empire.
Haman nor the king were aware that Esther was also a Jew. So, Mordecai
called on Esther to step into her divine purpose and come to the aid of her
people.

Once upon a time there was a frog who was very lonely. He had no
friends and none of the girl frogs liked him. Down on his luck, he went to
a fortune-teller to see if there was any hope in his future. He asked the for-
tune-teller to impart to him what was in his future.

Much to his excitement, she said, “You do not need to worry, little frog.
There is a beautiful girl in your future. Soon you will meet, and she will want
to know everything there is to know about you.”

Elated, the frog quickly asked, “When will I meet this beautiful girl?” The
fortune-teller explained, “You are going to meet her next semester in her
biology class.”

Life is much like that frog’s experience. Circumstances can go from great
to disastrous very quickly. As noted above, the book of Esther begins with the
joyous acceptance of Mordecai’s cousin into the palace, her rise to position in
the king’s court, and the celebration of Mordecai as a hero. Yet, it is not long
before doom looms over the Jews in Persia as Haman begins to plan for their
destruction.

In the midst of this devastating turn of events, the spotlight remains on
Esther. Mordecai came to her and said, “Do not think that because you are in

the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent
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at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place,
but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you
have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:13-14).

Esther was God’s instrument for this time, situation, and purpose. In
today’s lesson, we will see three purposes that Esther had and the way she
stepped into these purposes. God has also placed you in your family, church,
and community “...for such a time as this.” Your choices not only affect you,
but they affect everyone around you. Fulfilling your divine purpose leads to
the extension of God’s kingdom on earth and to the experience of abundant
life in the Lord.

Esther 7:3-7

3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor with you, Your
Majesty, and if it pleases you, grant me my life—this is my petition. And
spare my people—this is my request. * For I and my people have been
sold to be destroyed, killed and annihilated. If we had merely been sold
as male and female slaves, I would have kept quiet, because no such
distress would justify disturbing the king.”

5 King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he—the man
who has dared to do such a thing?”

6 Esther said, “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!” Then Haman
was terrified before the king and queen. 7 The king got up in a rage, left
his wine and went out into the palace garden. But Haman, realizing that
the king had already decided his fate, stayed behind to beg Queen Esther
for his life.

The Invisible Hand of God

Esther is the only book of the Bible that does not give a specific reference to
God. The Lord is never mentioned in the text of Esther. Yet, we see God's hand
all throughout the story. Esther was chosen as queen and won the king's favor.
Mordecai uncovered the assassination attempt on the king, who later chose to
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recognize the heroic efforts. Haman's plot to destroy the Jews was discovered,
and the king listened to Esther's concems. The Hebrew people were permitted
to defend themselves and were successful in battle. God was at work through-
out the book of Esther.

The hand of God is on you and involved in your circumstances, too. You may
not see it right now, but God is with you and working things for your good. Re-
member these words from Psalm 59:9: “You are my strength; I watch for you.”
Keep watching for God.

Esther’s Purpose Was to Serve as Queen (7:3-4)

In Esther, chapter five, the queen went before the king unannounced. This
was a capital offense (Esther 4:11). However, if the king chose to show mercy,
he would extend his scepter, spare her life, and listen to her request. Dressed
in her finest royal regalia, Esther entered the court, received the grace of
the king, who extended his scepter, and requested that the king and Haman
come to dine at a specially prepared banquet.

That night, at the banquet, the king was so pleased he offered half of the
kingdom to Esther. Instead of accepting the offer, Esther requested that the
two leaders attend a second banquet the following night.

In Esther, chapter seven, we read of this second banquet. Again, Xerxes
asked Esther to tell him her request and was willing to grant her up to half
of the kingdom. Instead, the queen of the Persian Empire asked the king to
spare her life and that of her people. She revealed her Jewish identity, and
she explained there was a plot to annihilate her and the Jews throughout the
land.

Esther was queen, and as the queen she believed it was important to in-
form the king of the affairs of the land. She explained that if the Jews were
just going to be sold as slaves it would not be worthy of disturbing the king,
but the intention was to slaughter the people and she thought the king
should be informed. She wanted to do her job and do it well.

Wherever you live, you are Christ’s ambassador. Within your family, you
serve the Lord. In your local church, you represent Jesus. In the community
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where you live, others formulate their opinion of God by what they see in
you. Do you work hard? Do you strive to do things with excellence? Are you
willing to make personal sacrifices to help others? Esther was willing to lose
everything, even her life, to fulfill her duty, to protect the people, and to hon-
or her God. Our commitment to God’s purposes should be no less.

Esther’s Purpose Was to Spot the Traitor (7:5-6)

Even though God is never mentioned in the book of Esther, His involvement
in the story is unquestioned. Proverbs 21:1 states, “In the Lord’s hand the
king’s heart is a stream of water that he channels toward all who please him.”
Xerxes’ heart, life, and kingdom remained in God’s hand even while the Jews
were estranged from their homeland. The sage of Proverbs described a king’s
heart in comparison to a stream. The water of a stream channels through the
ground on the path of least resistance. Similarly, the desires, decisions, and
will of the king was directed toward what pleased God.

In Esther’s case, Xerxes’ actions pleased God. The king showed mercy in
hearing Esther as she approached him in the palace. The king accepted the
invitation to come to the two banquets. When we come to verse five, we see
that the king continued to express interest in Esther’s welfare. He demanded
that Esther tell him who was behind this act to kill her and to annihilate her
people. Xerxes wanted to know who “...dared to do such a thing” (Esther 7:5).

Before identifying the traitor, Esther used three words to describe Ha-
man. First, she said the person behind these devious actions was an “adver-
sary.” The Hebrew word used here is tsar. This term literally speaks of some-
thing that is in a tight or narrow space. Figuratively, the term speaks of a
person who is being put into a place of distress and pain or someone who
is being oppressed by feeling hemmed in. By correlation tsar, identifies the
oppressor or adversary that is causing the hostility, affliction, and suffering.
Esther first identified Haman as the man (“ish”) who is causing such adver-
sarial suffering to her and her people.

Second, Esther used the term “enemy.” The Hebrew word used here is
oyev. This term is used over 280 times in the Hebrew Bible and is a general
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term for an enemy or foe. It refers to all kinds of enemies, whether that is a
personal enemy, national enemy, or an enemy of God. In Esther’s case, it ap-
pears she is referring to Haman as an enemy to her, to the Jews, to the king,
to Persia, and to God.

Third, Esther described Haman as “vile.” The Hebrew word used here is
ra. This term is used over 660 times in the Hebrew Bible and is translated in
many varying ways. The word displays ten or more various shades of “evil,”
depending on the context of its use. It can refer to a bad moral decision,
evil as an absolute, the discernment of knowing what is immoral, and much
more. The word also carries the connotation of something that is harmful.
Thus, Esther was saying Haman was a wicked person, not because he was in-
herently evil but because he was acting in a way that violated God’s purposes
and sought to bring harm to innocent people.

So, Esther pointed out Haman. She identified the person that was bring-
ing harm to her and her people. We can learn from Esther’s actions. It re-
mains challenging to know when and how to address wrongdoing that we
encounter. Yet, when people’s lives are on the line, there comes a time when
the courageous must stand for the innocent. If someone is seeking to cause
physical harm to others around you, it is time to report it to the authorities
just as Esther did. Avoid taking matters into your own hands to try to seek re-
venge or to harm a perpetrator but speak out and stand up for the oppressed

by reporting those causing harm to others.

Esther’'s Purpose Was to Save the People (7:7)

Haman was caught, and the king was furious. Notice the way Xerxes handled
his anger. He got up, left his wine, and went out into the palace garden. He
avoided responding immediately. He gathered his thoughts and came to a
decisive action.

Meanwhile, Haman continued his conniving ways. He moved in close
to Esther and began to beg for her intervention. Noting the way the queen
had just demonstrated her skill at speaking to the king on behalf of others,
Haman pleaded for her to come to his aid. When the king returned, he saw
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Haman “falling on the couch” beside Esther and wrongfully concluded that
Haman was now trying to molest Esther (Esther 7:8). The king commanded
that Haman be arrested and killed on the very pole Haman intended to use
to impale Mordecai.

Esther and the Jews were saved from Haman, but they were not yet free
from his edict. In an ironic turn of events, Xerxes promoted Mordecai to take
Haman’s place in the palace. The queen approached Xerxes a second time un-
announced and again the scepter was extended to her. She requested the king
write an edict on behalf of the Jews. The edict was written to grant the Jews
the right to assemble and defend themselves against any who might attack
them (Esther 8:11).

All who attacked the Jews were defeated as Esther’s people were aided by
the administration and military of the Persian Empire. According to Esther
9:16, seventy-five thousand men attacked the Jews and were killed. The Jews
in Persia lived in peace and celebrated God’s deliverance with joy. Esther ful-
filled her purpose and saved her people.

The fourteenth and fifteenth days of the Jewish month of Adar were es-
tablished as the feast of Purim, a Jewish day of commemoration of the heroic
acts of Esther and Mordecai and God’s salvation of the Jews (Esther 9:29-32).
This holiday is still celebrated by Jews, today. As followers of Jesus, the Jew,
and believers in the God of Esther, we should continue to celebrate Purim.

During Purim, families customarily dress up and act out the story to help
kids remember how God delivered the Hebrews in Persia from Haman’s plot.
In fact, when the story of Esther is read, kids are encouraged to boo or to
use noisemakers called “groggers,” to drown out the name of their oppressor.
Families oftentimes make hamantaschen or triangular hat cookies to sym-
bolize God’s deliverance over the wearer of the hat—the evil Haman. Do-
nations to charities for the poor are often a part of the celebration as a way
to be mindful that God’s deliverance is for all people and oftentimes comes
through His people. The distribution of gift baskets, called mishloach manot,
or “the sending of portions” is a common way of sharing gifts with family and

friends during this very festive time.
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Implications and Actions

Look into the dates and practices of Purim and set aside time to celebrate.
If not on those dates, make it a priority to remember how God has delivered
you and the need to step into His purposes to defend others like Esther did.

In John 15:13, Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends.” Jesus was referring, in part, to His upcoming
sacrifice as He would lay down His life on the cross for all of us. However,
He was also compelling His disciples to approach life in this same way. Even
though Esther did not die as a result of her bravery, she risked her life to save
others. She willingly laid down her life as a living sacrifice to God (Romans
12:1-2) and took up her “cross” to follow the Lord’s purposes for her life. If we
are going to follow Jesus, it will result in great sacrifice but even greater gain.
Following God’s purposes enable us to experience God’s power, presence, and
purpose in the abundance of His provision.

Being an Ally for Others

All around us, there are people who are mistreated, abused, and marginalized.
Bullies are not just on the school playground, but they abuse power in busi-
nesses, churches, communities, and government. While oftentimes it is more
destructive to become aggressive with assailants, we are called to be advocates
for the oppressed (James 1:27). The word, ALL.Y., reminds us that we can help
and support those who are maligned by others through:

A: Action—When possible and in the space that [ have opportunity, I can
take action to be open, safe, and hospitable to others who are different
than me.

L: Listening—I need to be an empathetic listener to others, giving them
space to share their stories while [ seek greater understanding.

L: Learning—I must be willing to grow in an area that is foreign to me and
seek to gain greater insight into the world of others around me.

Y: Yielding—I should be willing to give up time and space for those who are
different from me, so I can provide safety for them to come and experi-
ence relational acceptance.
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Questions

1. What do you admire most about Esther? Why do you admire this
about her?

2. Evaluate her approach to make the request of the king. Why do you
think she was so successful?

3. What do you think motivated Haman to act with such hatred toward
the Jews?

4. In what ways do you see prejudice and inequality in our world today?
How do you see prejudice and inequality in you?
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5.  What s a group of people that are mistreated that you feel called to
be an advocate for?

6. How could you celebrate Purim in your life and family?
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FOCAL TEXT BACKGROUND

Matthew 28:16-20 Acts 1:8;
Matthew 10:19-20

Easter Lesson

The Greatest
Assignment

MAIN IDEA

We are to make disciples, baptize them,
and then teach them to obey what Jesus

has taught us.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Am [ serious about the commission Jesus

gave me?

STUDY AIM
To understand that the Great Commis-
sion is not an activity...it is a lifestyle em-

powered by the Holy Spirit

QUICK READ
After the resurrection, the eleven disci-
ples went to Galilee to meet Jesus. It is

there that Jesus came to them and spoke

the Great Commission.
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Introduction

Jesus died on the cross, was placed in the grave, and rose again. It is this
pinnacle event of history that we celebrate as His-story. All of human histo-
ry hinges on the sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection of Jesus. Af-
ter appearing to His disciples at various times over a period stretching forty
days, Matthew shared a final and concluding event at the end of his gospel.
We call these parting words of Jesus to the disciples, the Great Commission.

In summation form, Jesus instructed His eleven closest followers with
the task of taking what they had seen, heard, and witnessed in their time
with Him and spreading this “good news” around the world. The task of evan-
gelizing the world remains incomplete, so we too are charged with taking
the message of Jesus with us out into the world and sharing the gospel with
others.

There is a legend about a king who had a large, heavy boulder placed in
the middle of a major roadway. One by one, travelers came to the boulder in
the middle of the road. Many loudly blamed the government for not taking
better care of the roads and keeping them clear of such debris. Others came
along and questioned how such a rock would end up in the middle of a busy
street, castigating whoever dropped their load and left it for another to deal
with. Yet, none assumed the responsibility of removing the boulder. They just
pulled their buggy or rode their horse off the road and around the obstruc-
tion.

Then, one day, a peasant came along and saw the huge obstacle. While he
did not have a horse or wagon to pull, he saw the huge boulder and thought
of others that would come along the road after him. Pushing with all of his
might, the man managed to shove the rock, inch by inch, out of the middle
of the roadway and into the gutter. To his surprise and excitement under the
spot where the rock once laid there was a bag of gold. Affixed to the bag was a
note with the royal insignia that read, “This reward is to the one who chooses
to remove the troublesome boulder from the path of others.”

Regretfully, there are many in the world today that have heavy burdens
in the way of them coming to experience life in Christ. Some boulders are the
sinful trappings of the world: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life (1 John 2:16). Other boulders are the shameful examples of
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self-righteous arrogance found in some churches, leaders, and pastors that
mirror the Pharisees more than Jesus (Matthew 23:15). As ambassadors of
Jesus in the world, we are to help remove the boulders from the lives of oth-
ers so they can find the “riches” of Christ and the road to abundant, everlast-

ing life.

Matthew 28:16-20

6 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had told them to go. ¥ When they saw him, they worshiped him;
but some doubted. ** Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. *° Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2° and teaching them to obey everything
I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very
end of the age.”

The Commission to Obey (28:16-18)

In verse sixteen, we read that the eleven disciples (Judas was dead and had
yet to be replaced at this point) returned to Galilee. They gathered at a moun-
tain. We are not told specifically what mountain they met at, but it probably
was one that was of particular importance to them. Perhaps it was the moun-
tain where Jesus taught the people and delivered what we call the Sermon
on the Mount (Matthew 5—7). It might have been a mountain where Jesus
performed other miracles (such as the healing of the leper in Matthew 8:1-4
or the feeding of the multitude in Matthew 15:32-38). It could have been one
of the mountain locations where Jesus often went to pray (Matthew 14:23;
Mark 6:46; Luke 6:12; John 6:15). Maybe it was the mount where Jesus was
transfigured before Peter, James, and John (Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-9;
Luke 9:28-36).

Regardless of the exact location, it is important to note that throughout
the Bible, in Jewish and other cultures, mountains were viewed as the dwell-
ing place of the gods. Moses went up on Mount Sinai to receive the com-
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mandments and instruction on the building of the nation of Israel; the Tem-
ple built by Solomon was on the top of Mount Moriah. Great heroes of the
faith such as Abraham and Elijah encountered God at the top of a mountain.
So, in this space where God and humanity meet, Jesus (the God-man) has a
final word of instruction from the Lord for His human ambassadors.

The disciples were obedient to Jesus’ instruction to meet Him at the des-
ignated spot, atop the mountain. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him.
They recognized Jesus, and even though they continued to process their
doubts, uncertainties, and insecurities of faith, they elected to worship Je-
sus. They recognized the authority of Jesus over the created universe, and
they worshiped Him as God, Lord, and King.

Jesus validated their worship by saying in verse eighteen, “All authority
in heaven and earth has been given to me.” Jesus is the supreme ruler of the
universe. He governs the affairs of the heavens (the sky, the universe, and the
celestial abode of God), and He has complete dominion over all matters on
earth. While God continues to provide us with free will, all the events of the
heavens and the earth are under the rule of Jesus, the eternal King.

When we recognize Jesus as who He truly is, our worship is more than
just a song; it becomes a lifestyle of obedience. We do not strive to obey God
out of a sense of duty and obligation, nor do we obey to avoid punishment.
Rather, our desire to obey God is prompted by a heart of gratitude for what
He has done on our behalf and a relinquishing of control to the One who is
in authority over all things, resting in the truth that He knows and provides
what is best for us.

The Commission to Disciple (28:19-20a)

In verses 19-20, there are four verbal instructions given to the disciples: 1)
go, 2) make disciples, 3) baptize, and 4) teach. Let’s examine each of them:
1. Go: Although many translations use an imperative form in English,
the Greek term occurs in the participle form. Hence, the better understand-
ing of the term as it is written is captured by the phrase, “As you are going....”

Jesus was not suggesting that the disciples make special arrangements to go
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on intentional trips to share the good news of Jesus. While there is nothing
inherently wrong with going on a “mission trip,” Jesus’ emphasis is that His
followers continue to live out their everyday lives with a missional focus. In
other words, we are to be prepared to share about what God is doing in our
lives every day, wherever we may be.

2. Make Disciples: Unlike the previous verb, this verb is an imperative
or command. So, putting it with the previous verb, we might render the
phrase to read, “Make disciples as you are going....” Because discipleship is a
word we typically only use in church contexts, it is important to define what
we mean. In the ancient world, the primary education system was more like
an apprenticeship. A person had a master that taught them a craft (like a
sensei of a dojo in karate). This master was experienced and educated on the
craft and imparted his knowledge to his pupils or “disciples.” So, just as Jesus
taught and trained His disciples, so He instructed them to continue to pass
along their knowledge and experience. The intentionality is not to simply get
more people into Heaven,; rather, the goal is to train more people in the way
of Jesus and to continue to extend the kingdom of God on earth.

3. Baptize: This verb is also a participle, which speaks of ongoing action.
Thus, as disciples are made and the kingdom expands, followers of Jesus are
to continue the practice of baptism. Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist
in the Jordan River (see Matthew 3:13-16). Ritual bathing was a common
practice in ancient Judaism, especially among the Essenes of the first century
(which may be the tradition that John came from). However, Jesus validated
John’s call of repentance and his message of the kingdom of God coming
to earth by continuing to preach the same theme after John’s arrest. Jesus
elected to be baptized (not to wash His sins away, because He didn’t have any,
but) as an outward sign of His allegiance to God and commitment to follow
the Lord’s call on His life. Followers of Jesus continue the practice of baptism
as a way of identifying with Jesus as Master and submitting to Him as a dis-
ciple. Jesus instructed His followers to be baptized into the name of the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit. This is not ritualistic terminology for clergy to use
but rather serves as an affirmation of the surrender to the fullness of God.
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Baptist Beginnings

While some debate remains over the formation of early Baptists, it is generally
held that Baptist origins date back to the early seventeenth century. In 1607, a
former Anglican minister and Separatist, named John Smyth, settled in Holland.
There, Smyth, along with Thomas Helwys and a small group of believers, came
to a conviction in believer's baptism instead of the common practice of infant
baptism. Hence, in 1609, Smyth baptized himself and then went on to baptize
the others in the group. It is believed that this was the formation of the first
Baptist congregation. Baptists did not originate over the mode of baptism but
rather over the significance of baptism as an expression of personal faith rather
than infant dedication.

4. Teach: In the opening phrase of verse 20, we once again encounter
the participle form. In addition to baptizing followers of the Way of Jesus,
the disciples were to continue to teach or train their younger apprentices.
Hence, the Great Commission is not to “win” people to Jesus, gain converts,
or reach the whole world with the gospel of Christ. Rather, the Great Com-
mission is to nurture, develop, and train growing followers in the teachings
and practices of Jesus. Jesus is instructing us to do far more than help people
get in the door of the kingdom; He is calling us to cultivate disciple-makers
so the kingdom can continue to multiply across the earth and throughout the
generations.

The Commission to Journey (28:20b)

Jesus ended the Great Commission with the greatest promise of the Bible. It
is found on virtually every page of Scripture and is embodied in the person
of Jesus, Himself: He is with us (Emmanuel). From walking with Adam and
Eve in the cool of the day (Genesis 3:8), to the eternal habitat of God and
humanity in eternity (Revelation 21:3), God’s promised gift is His presence.
The presence of God is what makes life meaningful.
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Jesus said He will be present with His followers until the end of the age.
However, He said these parting words as He departed from their very eyes
(Acts 1:9). Jesus did not mean He would bodily be with His disciples on earth;
rather, He was reminding them He promised that His Spirit would come upon
them and dwell in them as they continue to fulfill His commission.

Jesus was alive in human flesh that was contained in a single body (John
1:14), but at Pentecost His Spirit descended upon all the people (Acts 2:3).
The message of the “good news” was going to spread across the known world,
and Jesus would be with them as they went out. His Spirit would no longer
reside in a single location or for a limited period of time. Jesus was with the
disciples, then, and He is with us, now.

Meaning of Evangelism

The word, "evangelism,” comes from the Greek term, euangelion, which simply
means “good news” or “gospel.” Many strategies have been popularized to try
to train people to share the gospel. While these are not inherently wrong or
inappropriate, many of them are extremely impersonal. The reality is that if a
person has been touched and changed by Jesus, he/she has a story to share.
Simply sharing your story is the best way to explain the gospel to others. Do not
overlook the power of God at work in your story. Rather, “always be prepared to
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that
you have” (1 Peter 3:15).

Implications and Actions

Jesus gave His disciples and all of us that follow after them a “commission.”
The word, commission is a compound of the Latin prefix, com, which means
“with,” and mission, which means “sending.” Jesus sends us out into the
world to be His representatives. Hence, our part in evangelism is not “win-
ning” or “converting” people to faith in Christ; only God does that. Our role
is to walk alongside people on their journey of faith and to represent Jesus in

the conversation. Every follower of Jesus can do that. We are simply to share
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from the overflow of what God is doing in our lives. As we continue to grow,
so does the story of our journey with Jesus. As we are changed to be more like
Jesus, new chapters are written. As God writes your story, remember that it

is really His-story, and you have an opportunity of sharing it with others that
God puts in your path.

Questions

1. Why do you think people in the Bible viewed mountains as places
where they could go to meet God?

2. The disciples had doubts. How do you work through doubts that may
come in your faith journey?

3. What is the difference in converting people to Christ and discipling
people in the way of Christ?
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4. If you have been baptized, reflect on this special time in the develop-

ment of your faith. What makes it special to you?

5.  How would you summarize the teaching of Jesus? How can you help

others to learn the ways of Jesus?

6. Why is the promise that Jesus is always with us so critical to our

experience both now and in eternity?
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Prayer for this Study
Majesty

“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork” (Psalm
19:1, ESV).

Father,

I acknowledge Your greatness, the splendor of Your majesty. By Your mighty voice, You
spoke the world into existence, setting endless galaxies, moons, stars, and planets in space
that declare Your glory. I give thanks to You, for Your lovingkindness is everlasting.

I humbly bow my heart before you my Creator, and the Sustainer of my life. I am grateful
and thankful for the beautiful world You created. You, O God, spoke the world into exis-
tence by the power of Your word. Your Word says in Psalm 33:9, “For he spoke, and it came
to be; he commanded, and it stood firm” (ESV). Lord, You set the moon and stars in place,
even calling each star by name and You made the sun and command its rising and setting
each day. By Your great power, You spoke the mountains into existence and caused the
raging sea to stop at just the right place. Lord, You formed the land and gave us plants and
every seed-bearing vegetation to enjoy. When I gaze upon the colorful and beautiful array
of flowers, and hear the bird singing its song, I am reminded of Your great love, care, and
provision for me.

Lord, You created me in Your image, in Your likeness, and breathed Your own breath in my
nostrils. I am grateful that my identity is in You, and I am a person of value, worth, and
dignity. Lord, I am humbled and in awe that You, the God of the universe, knows me inti-
mately and desires a relationship with me. You know when I rise and when I lie down. You
know my thoughts from afar and You are intimately acquainted with all my ways, Psalm
139:2-4. Lord, You are always with me, my ever-constant friend.

Lord, thank You that Your Word speaks of Your redemption of sinful man from Genesis to
Revelation. Help me to remember that I also deserve the same judgment of the evil people
in Noah’s day because I too, am a wretched sinner. I am eternally grateful You loved me so
much You sent Jesus, Your own Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh as an offering for my
sin, to give me new life in Christ. Help me today, Oh Lord, to put on my new self, created
in Your image in true righteousness and holiness.

Lord, my desire is to know You more, to experience Your love, mercy, and goodness today
and every day, as I follow You and trust in You alone. Help me to willfully focus my heart
and life on You, the Sovereign God of the universe, knowing You control all things and
everything in heaven and on earth are subject to Your command. Lord, I sing praises to
Your holy name forever and ever.

In the strong name of Jesus,

Amen

D{B
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Our Next New Study

(Available to use beginning June 2023)

Heaven & Angels
Our Eternal Home and Its Heavenly Hosts
A Study of Heaven

Heaven is the ultimate destination for every person who has ever trusted
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. If that is true for you, you are relocating
there one day to spend all of eternity—so don’t you think it is worthwhile
to see what the Bible has to say about Heaven and its heavenly hosts? God’s
Word contains more information about Heaven than many Christians real-
ize. After all, He wants us to spend eternity there with Him. God’s Word also
explains the mystery of angels, Heaven’s hosts, so we will know and appreci-
ate their role and place in Heaven alongside us—and their ministry on Earth.
Heaven is unlike any earthly city because God Himself is both the Architect
and Builder. God laid the foundation for the city of Heaven, and it will stand

for all eternity!

Lesson 1 The History of Heaven Hebrews 11:8-16
Lesson 2 The Currency of Heaven Hebrews 11:1-6
Lesson 3 Making the Trip to Heaven 1 Peter 1:18-19
Lesson 4 Exploring Heaven Revelation 21:1-5
Lesson 5 The Soundtrack of Heaven Revelation 5:6,11-12
Lesson 6 Meeting the King Revelation 1:17-18
Lesson 7 Making Your Reservation Revelation 21:27

in Heaven
Lesson 8 Living in a Far Better Place Philippians 3:20-21
Lesson 9 What Do Angels Do? Luke 20:35-36
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Lesson 10
Lesson 11
Lesson 12
Lesson 13

How Angels Help Us Psalm 91:9-12

The Message of Angels Luke 1:26-30
Angels at Our Death Romans 8:38-39
Angels in Our Future Matthew 24:29-31
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HOW TO ORDER
More Bible Study Materials

It's easy! Just fill in the following information. For additional Bible study materials available in print or digital for-
mats see www.gc2press.org, or get a catalog of available print materials by calling 1-866-249-1799 or e-mailing
gc2press@texasbaptists.org.

Title of item Price Quantity Cost
This Issue

How Great Is Our God—Study Guide (GC2001355) $5.75

How Great Is Our God—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001356) $6.00

How Great Is Our God—Teaching Guide (GC2001357) $6.50

Additional Issues Available:

Thematic Studies

Prayer That Moves Heaven (Prayer)—Study Guide (GC2001338) $5.75
Prayer That Moves Heaven (Prayer)—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001339) $6.00
Prayer That Moves Heaven (Prayer)—Teaching Guide (GC2001340) $6.50
Living in the Spirit—Study Guide (BWP001297) $5.75
Living in the Spirit—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001298) $6.00
Living in the Spirit—Teaching Guide (BWP001299) $6.50
Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Study Guide (BWP001277) $5.75
Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001278) $6.00
Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Teaching Guide (BWP001279) $6.50
Old Testament
The Conquerors (Judges)—Study Guide (BWP001317) $5.75
The Conquerors (Judges)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001318) $6.00
The Conquerors (Judges)—Teaching Guide (BWP001319) $6.50
Solomon (1 & 2 Chronicles)—Study Guide (BWP001312) $5.75
Solomon (1& 2 Chronicles)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001313) $6.00
Solomon (1 & 2 Chronicles)—Teaching Guide (BWP001314) $6.50
Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Study Guide (GC2001333) $5.75
Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Large Print (GC2001334) $6.00
Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Teaching Guide (GC2001335) $6.50
New Testament
The reMARKable Journey Begins—Study Guide (BWP001302) $5.75
The reMARKable Journey Begins—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001303) $6.00
The reMARKable Journey Begins—Teaching Guide (BWP001304) $6.50
Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Study Guide (GC2001327) $5.75
Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Large Print (GC2001328) $6.00
Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Teaching Guide (GC2001329) $6.50
The Beauty of Restoration (John)—Study Guide (GC2001350) $5.75
The Beauty of Restoration (John)—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001351) $6.00
The Beauty of Restoration (John)—Teaching Guide (GC2001352) $6.50
Pure Joy (Philippians)—Study Guide (BWP001302) $5.75
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Pure Joy (Philippians)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001303) $6.00
Pure Joy (Philippians)—Teaching Guide (BWP001304) $6.50
The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Study Guide (GC2001322) $5.75
The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001323) $6.00
The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Teaching Guide (GC2001324) $6.50

Coming for use beginning December 2022

Heaven and Angels—Study Guide (GC2001358) $5.75
Heaven and Angels—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001359) $6.00
Heaven and Angels—Teaching Guide (GC2001360) $6.50

s PLEASE NOTE s

In addition to these Bible studies, which are available in both print and digital formats, we have several studies
available in a digital-only format. See www.gc2press.org for a complete listing of these studies. PRICES ARE
SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

CALL your order toll-free: 1-866-249-1799
(Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. central time
Friday 8:30 a.m.—12:00 noon central time).

OR, E-MAIL your order to: gc2press@texasbaptists.org.
OR, ORDER ONLINE at www.gc2press.org.

We look forward to receiving your order! Thank you!
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