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How to Make the Best Use 
of This Teaching Guide

Leading a class in studying the Bible is a sacred trust. This Teaching Guide 
has been prepared to help you as you give your best to this important task.

In each lesson, you will find first “Bible Comments” for teachers, to aid 
you in your study and preparation. The three sections of “Bible Comments” 
are “Understanding the Context,” “Interpreting the Scriptures,” and “Focus-
ing on the Meaning.” “Understanding the Context” provides a summary 
overview of the entire background passage that also sets the passage in 
the context of the Bible book being studied. “Interpreting the Scriptures” 
provides verse-by-verse comments on the focal passage. “Focusing on the 
Meaning” offers help with the meaning and application of the focal text. 

The second main part of each lesson is “Teaching Plans.” You’ll find two 
complete teaching plans in this section. The first is called the “Discovery 
Plan,” which emphasizes discovery learning techniques; and the second is 
called the “Discussion Plan,” which provides questions and suggestions for 
dialogue about the Scriptures. Choose the plan that best fits your class and 
your style of teaching. You may also use and adapt ideas from both. Each 
plan is intended to be practical, helpful, and immediately useful as you pre-
pare to teach.

The major headings in each teaching plan are intended to help you 
sequence how you teach so as to follow the flow of how people tend to learn. 
The first major heading, “Connect with Life,” provides ideas that will help 
you begin the class session where your class is and draw your class into the 
study. The second major heading, “Guide Bible Study,” offers suggestions 
for helping your class engage the Scriptures actively and develop a greater 
understanding of this portion of the Bible’s message. The third major head-
ing, “Encourage Application,” is meant to help participants focus on how to 
respond with their lives to this message.

As you begin the study with your class, be sure to find a way to help your 
class know the date on which each lesson will be studied. You might use one 
or more of the following methods:
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• In the first session of the study, briefly overview the study by identify-
ing for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied. Lead 
your class to write the date in the table of contents in their Study Guides 
and on the first page of each lesson.

• Make and post a chart that indicates the date on which each lesson will 
be studied.

• If all of your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the 
lessons will be studied.

• Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include 
information about your church and then use the bookmark as an out-
reach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from www.
gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab.

• Develop a sticker with the lesson dates and place it on the table of con-
tents or on the back cover.

Here are some steps you can take to help you prepare well to teach each 
lesson and save time in doing so:
 1. Start early in the week before your class meets.
 2. If your church’s adult Bible study teachers meet for lesson overview 

and preparation, plan to participate. If your church’s adult Bible 
study teachers don’t have this planning time now, look for ways to 
begin. You, your fellow teachers, and your church will benefit from 
this mutual encouragement and preparation.

 3. Overview the study in the Study Guide. Look at the table of contents 
and see where this lesson fits in the overall study. Then read or review 
the study introduction to the book that is being studied.

 4. Consider carefully the suggested Main Idea, Question to Explore, and 
Teaching Aim. These can help you discover the main thrust of this 
particular lesson.

 5. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture pas-
sages for the lesson. Using your Bible in your study and in the class 
session can provide a positive model to class members to use their 
own Bibles and give more attention to Bible study themselves. (Each 
writer of the Bible comments in both the Teaching Guide and the Study 
Guide has chosen a favorite translation. You’re free to use the Bible 
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translation you prefer and compare it with the translations chosen, 
of course.)

 6. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the 
Bible Comments in the Study Guide. The Bible comments are intended 
to be an aid to your study of the Bible. Read also the small articles—
“sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended to provide additional, 
enrichment information and inspiration and to encourage thought 
and application. Try to answer for yourself the questions included 
in each lesson. They’re intended to encourage further thought and 
application, and you can also use them in the class session itself. Con-
tinue your Bible study with the aid of the Bible comments included in 
this Teaching Guide.

 7. Review the “Teaching Plans” in this Teaching Guide. Consider how 
these suggestions would help you teach this Bible passage in your 
class to accomplish the teaching aim.

 8. Consider prayerfully the needs of your class and think about how to 
teach so you can help your class learn best.

 9. Develop and follow a lesson plan based on the suggestions in this 
Teaching Guide, with alterations as needed for your class.

 10. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture 
passages and in applying these passages to their lives.

Teaching Resource Items. These items are available for download for use 
in your class. These are available for $10 at www.gc2press.org. Watch for 
them in the teaching plans for each lesson. These items are selected from the 
teaching plans. They are provided online to make lesson preparation easier 
for handouts and similar items. Permission is granted to download these 
teaching resource items, print them out, and copy them as needed for all 
classes within your church.

Premium Commentary. Plan to get the additional in-depth Bible Study com-
ments available online. Visit our website, call 1-866-249-1799, or email 
gc2press@txb.org to order the Premium Commentary. It is available for 
$20 in electronic format (PDF) from our website. Permission is granted to 
download this commentary, print it, and copy them as needed for all classes 
within your church.
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Scott Stevens wrote lessons one through four. Dr. Stevens serves as the 
Dean of Spiritual Life at East Texas Baptist University and is also an Associ-
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sity. He has also served churches in Tennessee and Texas as a youth minister.  

Frank Teat wrote lesson five. Dr. Teat has served churches as a full-time 
vocational minister in Texas and Louisiana for the past 30 years and cur-
rently serves as Pastor of First Baptist Church of Holland, Texas. Frank has 
a Ph.D. from Louisiana Baptist Theological Seminary and has been happily 
married to Carol Beth for 46 years. They have two adult children: daughter 
Sara and son Jonathan. And they also have two grandchildren. Frank enjoys 
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John Duncan wrote lessons six and seven. Dr. Duncan is the co-pastor 
of the Church at Horseshoe Bay in Horseshoe Bay, Texas. He has a Ph.D. 
from The Open University via the Kirby-Laing Institute in Cambridge, 
UK, and a D.Min. from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas. John is married to Judy, has three married daughters, and 
three grandchildren. He is also an avid basketball fan of the NBA’s Dallas 
Mavericks.

Kevin Harris wrote lessons eight through ten. Kevin is a bilingual Texas 
Baptist pastor on the Texas/Mexico border and serves as Lead Pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Pharr, Texas. He previously served as a chaplain at 
the Valley Baptist Medical Centers in Harlingen, Texas and Brownsville, 
Texas and was endorsed by the Texas Baptist Chaplaincy Relations office. 
Kevin graduated with a Master of Arts in Ministry at Stark College and 
Seminary in McAllen, Texas and has written “Bible Comments” for several 
Connect 360 studies.
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Ray Malone wrote lessons eleven through thirteen plus the Christ-
mas lesson. Dr. Malone’s journey of ministry preparation began in July 
1996, and he has encompassed a wide array of personal accomplishments 
inside as well as outside the church. As far as his education, he has obtained 
three degrees; two from Dallas Baptist University in Dallas, Texas and his 
Doctorate in Theology from Andersonville Theological Seminary in Camilla, 
Georgia. From the ministerial aspect, Dr. Malone has pastored four churches 
in Texas and Georgia. He has also written seven books. Dr. Malone currently 
serves as the Director of Human Resources for the Baptist General Conven-
tion of Texas.

Dennis Parrott wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons one through 
thirteen plus the Christmas lesson. Dennis has written “Teaching Plans” 
for GC2 Press for many years and has written several publications nation-
wide related to Adult Education. He has a Bachelor of Music Education from 
Baylor University and a Master of Arts from Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary. He has served five Texas churches as Minister of Education 
and has also served as both the Director of Bible Study and Discipleship and 
Team Lead for the Congregational Strategists for the Baptist General Con-
vention of Texas. Dennis lives in Plano, Texas with his wife, Myra. They have 
two married children and four grandchildren.



Introduction to GC2 Press

Welcome to GC2 Press

BWP is now GC2 Press. GC2 is a movement of God’s people to share Christ 
and show love. Our driving passion is to follow the Lord’s call to fulfill the 
Great Commission “to share Christ” and the Great Commandment “to show 
love.” The Great Commission and the Great Commandment form the two 
“GCs,” or GC2.

GC2 Press continues to publish the undated CONNECT 360 quarterly Bible 
study curriculum. Connect 360 has gained a reputation for solid biblical 
teaching and will continue to be published as an undated quarterly study 
available in book form and/or digital downloads. Connect 360 is currently 
being distributed in 38 states and 16 countries and has been translated into 
eight different languages.

For more information, please go to our website at www.gc2press.org.
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lesson 1

Focal Text

John 18:15-18, 25-27
Background

Matthew 16:21-23; 
2 Corinthians 7:10

Hitting Rock 
Bottom

MAIN IDEA

We never drift toward holiness; we 
drift toward unfaithfulness. That is 
why it is vitally important for us to 
align our lives with God’s Word.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Have I ever denied the Lord?

TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand that 
pride is an attitude that causes us to 
think we are incapable of sin

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

The Gospel of John was written in a distinctive style as compared to the Syn-
optic Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The purpose of John’s Gospel 
is to convince its readers that Jesus is indeed the Son of God and that by 
believing (i.e., trusting) in Him, everyone can experience eternal life (John 
20:30-31). Each account of Jesus’ life recorded by John points to His Messi-
anic mission to redeem humankind.

The Gospel of John can be divided into two main sections: “The Book of 
Signs” (Chapters 1–12), and “The Book of Glory” (Chapters 13–21). Chap-
ters 1–12 focus on Jesus’ public ministry, which lasted about three years and 
includes many of His teachings and miracles. Chapters 13–21 record Jesus’ 
private ministry and teachings with His disciples during the last few days of 
His life. This section includes the Passion narrative of Jesus’ arrest, trials, 
crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.

John goes into great detail as he begins to describe Jesus’ final night 
with His disciples. Every word and action of Jesus is filled with purpose and 
meaning, especially as John wrote his account in view of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. John 13 includes the story of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet 
and the prediction of Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial. John 14–17 consists 
of Jesus seeking to comfort His disciples as He prepares them for His depar-
ture, His promise of the coming Holy Spirit, and His prayers for Himself, His 
disciples, and all who will place their trust in Him.

Beginning with John 18, the narrative begins to speed up. Jesus and 
the disciples depart the Upper Room, cross the Kidron Valley, and head to 
the Garden of Gethsemane. Judas, being familiar with this location, leads 
a group of soldiers and Jewish religious leaders to Jesus. Peter, perhaps in 
a move to prove his loyalty to Jesus, strikes the servant of the high priest, 
cutting off his right ear. Jesus rebukes Peter and is then arrested, bound, and 
led to Annas, a former high priest and the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was 
serving as the high priest at that time.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

Peter’s First Denial (18:15-18)

18:15. All of the disciples deserted Jesus after His arrest (Matthew 26:56), 
but two of them returned to see what would happen to their leader. They 
followed Jesus to the palace of the high priest. John identifies one of the 
disciples as Simon Peter but leaves the other one nameless. There has been 
a good deal of conjecture over the identity of the second disciple, but most 
scholars agree that it was John the son of Zebedee, the author of this Gospel 
account. There have also been questions raised about how John, a fisherman 
from Galilee, would have been known to the high priest. Potential explana-
tions include John bringing salted fish from Galilee to the high priest’s court 
while working in his father’s prominent fishing business, or the possibility 
that John was from priestly descent on his mother’s side of the family. The 
courtyard Jesus entered was likely located between the residences occupied 
by Annas and Caiphas in the same palace complex.

18:16. John followed Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but the 
door closed before Peter could enter. The Bible does not comment on the 
length of time that Peter waited outside but it might be interesting know his 
thoughts as he waited. Did he consider departing the scene, or contemplate 
a way to provide aid to Jesus? Eventually, John noticed that Peter was no 
longer with him and returned to the door. After speaking to the female door-
keeper, Peter was allowed to enter the courtyard. The fact that the doorkeep-
er was female lends proof to the idea that Jesus’ questioning took place in the 
private residence of the high priest. Women were not allowed in the areas of 
the Temple where such an interrogation would have taken place.

18:17. As soon as Peter entered the courtyard, he was caught off guard by a 
question from the servant girl doorkeeper. She asked Peter if he was one of 
Jesus’ disciples. The phrasing of her question anticipated a negative response 
and she seemed to ask it out of curiosity, with no malice intended. Perhaps 
Peter felt trapped in the courtyard and was afraid of drawing attention to 
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himself from the Roman soldiers and others who had comprised the arrest-
ing party. His reply of “I am not” stood in stark contrast to two statements 
that were made earlier in the evening. The first was Peter’s own assertion of 
fidelity to Jesus, even if his loyalty were to cost him his life (John 13:37). The 
second statement were the words of Jesus when approached by the soldiers 
and religious officials in the Garden of Gethsemane. When the crowd told 
Him they were looking for Jesus of Nazareth, His powerful reply was, “I am 
he” (John 18:5b). As confident as Peter had been, he was not prepared for 
this time of testing.

18:18. Spring nights in Jerusalem can be chilly. The city sits at an elevation 
of 2,500 feet above sea level and the arid region cools down quickly after sun-
set. The weather was cold on this night so a fire had been built in the court-
yard to keep the bystanders warm. Peter joined servants and other officials 
around the fire, perhaps extending his deception by pretending to be one of 
Jesus’ captors in an effort not to get noticed by the crowd.

Peter’s Second and Third Denials (18:25-27)

18:25. Peter continued to warm himself with the others around the fire in 
the courtyard. John breaks up the story by reporting on Jesus’ interroga-
tion by Annas, which took place inside the residence of the high priest (John 
18:19-24). The tension in the story is turned up as Peter is once again ques-
tioned about his relationship with Jesus. At the very time when Jesus was 
being questioned by Annas, Peter was warming himself with those who had 
arrested his Master. The form of the question posed to Peter also pointed 
toward a negative answer, or at least implied that if Peter were one of Jesus’ 
followers he would be a fool to be present in the courtyard. Having lied ear-
lier, Peter once again vehemently denied his relationship with Jesus. Peter’s 
ongoing denial proves that once a lie has been told, it is often followed by 
other lies until the weight of the deception is too much to bear.

18:26. A little bit later, in the flickering light of the courtyard campfire, one 
of Peter’s greatest fears came true—he was positively identified. This time 
the construction of the question, “Didn’t I see you with him in the olive 
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grove?” expects a positive answer. The man who identified him was a relative 
of the servant Malchus (John 18:10), whose ear Peter had cut off. Peter’s 
accuser even mentioned the olive grove (Garden of Gethsemane). The fact 
that John included the name of the servant and his relationship with Peter’s 
accuser reveals that John had quite a bit of knowledge about the household 
of the high priest.

18:27. Peter once again denied being one of Jesus’ followers and then a 
rooster began to crow, thus confirming Jesus’ prediction of Peter’s unfaith-
fulness, “I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me 
three times” (John 13:38). It is likely that the timing of Peter’s final denial 
(and the rooster crowing) occurred between 3:00—5:00 a.m. In a tragic co-
incidence, at the very time that Jesus faced intense scrutiny and questioning 
from Annas, without denying anything about His disciples or His teaching, 
Peter could not bring himself to admit he was one of Jesus’ disciples.

Focusing on the Meaning

Peter’s denials are devastating to read. How could one of Jesus’ disciples, 
who left everything to follow his Master, betray Him at such a crucial time? 
One of the clues we have is Peter’s pride. We see it evidenced when he made 
the bold statement that he would sacrifice his life for Jesus if needed (John 
13:37-38). We catch another glimpse of Peter’s hubris when he rebuked Jesus 
for informing the disciples of His impending suffering, death, and resurrec-
tion (Matthew 16:22). Peter’s experience also reveals the progressive nature 
of sin, especially lying. Once Peter denied knowing Jesus, he had to continue 
the lie when he was questioned twice more. His fear overwhelmed his devo-
tion to the Lord.

When was the last time you denied Jesus? It is a painful question, but 
one we need to consider. We can deny Jesus by not living in a manner that is 
consistent with His teachings, or maybe we let fear silence us at times when 
we should speak up for the Lord. Perhaps our pride (disguised as fear) con-
vinces us that our reputation will suffer if we speak up at work or in our 
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community about our Christian faith—a fear of being canceled or labeled as 
“intolerant.” Comparison is also a trap we need to avoid. We cannot let our 
pride convince us that “at least we aren’t as bad as those other people.” If we 
are honest with ourselves, we know we are capable of sin and of suffering its 
devastating consequences.

Thankfully, because of the grace and mercy of Jesus, our spiritual failures 
do not have to be final. Restoration is as close as our confession (1 John 1:9), 
and we can renew our faith commitment. We have access to the power of God 
that will enable us to tell the truth about ourselves and the truth about Jesus. 
We have the gift of God’s Word, but we must be intentional about reading 
and applying it in our lives. Studying the Bible, individually and in Christian 
community, is one of the best weapons we have to battle spiritual drift and 
indifference.

Helpful Resources

Bruce Barton, Philip Comfort, Grant Osborne, Linda K. Taylor, and Dave 
Veerman. Life Application New Testament Commentary. Carol Stream, IL: 
Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2001.

Gary M. Burge. The NIV Application Commentary—John. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 2000.

Robert H. Mounce. Expositor’s Bible Commentary—John, Tremper Longmann 
III and David E. Garland General Editors, Volume 10, Luke—Acts. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, electronic edition, 2007.

Charles R. Swindoll. Swindoll’s New Testament Insights: Insights on John. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1. Share a brief introduction to the Gospel of John. Refer to the Teaching 
Guide and Study Guide for information to help you with this introduc-
tion. Share with members that this will not be a study of the entire book 
but will focus on the last days of Christ’s life on earth.

 2. Write the following statements on strips of paper and distribute them 
to class members to read aloud when called upon:

  a.  I come in contact with many people of other religions, and I try to be 
careful not to offend them with comments about my faith.

  b.  I am afraid to let people know I am a Christian because of the bad 
reputation that Christianity and the church have in our day.

  c.  I have some very good friendships with non-Christians and don’t 
want to lose those friendships by sharing a witness with them.

  d.  I am a fairly good Christian, so I try to witness with my life rather 
than my words.

  e.  It is not that I am afraid to witness, I just don’t know any people who 
are not saved.

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 3.  After the readings of these statements, ask members to summarize the 
common problem they all present. (These are different ways to deny 
Christ.)
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Guide Bible Study

 4.  Before reading the entire focal passage, divide the class into three 
groups and ask them to listen for the following:

  a.  Group 1—How is this another example of a denial of Christ?

  b.  Group 2—What could possibly have caused Peter to deny Christ in 
this way? (He was afraid and confused.)

  c.  Group 3—In what way are fear and confusion apparent in the five 
statements just read?

   Allow 3-5 minutes for each group to share their findings. Be prepared 
to share additional information from the Study Guide as needed.

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 5.  Ask members the following question: In what ways did Christ try to pre-
pare Peter and the disciples for this day? (Read Matthew 16:21-23.)

 6.  Enlist someone to read the following monologue:

  My name is Peter. I am one of the disciples who came to the courtyard of 
the high priest to see what they would do with Jesus. John was the oth-
er disciple who came and because he knew the high priest, I was allowed 
to enter the courtyard area. I had no idea what I was going to do but 
felt that I needed to be there. I loved Jesus and needed to see what the 
religious leaders would do to Him. I had no idea I would end up denying 
I knew Christ. How could God ever forgive me for denying my Christ?

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Encourage Application

 7.  Remind members of the five statements shared and discussed at the be-
ginning of this study. Divide the class into groups of two and ask them 
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to share with each other any personal experience they have had with at 
least one of these statements.

 8.  After 3-5 minutes call the class back together and ask them to respond 
to the following statement: “All of us have been guilty of denying Christ 
as Lord in vital areas of our lives.”

9. Close with a time of silent prayer asking members to confess their sin of 
denial and asking for God’s help as they try to remain bold in their op-
portunities to take a stand for Christ.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Share with members this experience of the Study Guide writer. “I was 
privileged to take a trip to the Holy Land several years ago. Among 
the many places we went, one in particular stands out to me. We were 
standing in the courtyard outside the house of Caiaphas, remembering 
Peter’s time of denial, when a rooster crowed in a nearby neighborhood. 
I remember asking myself, how could Peter have denied Christ?”

 2.  Share with members that it will be the goal of this study to find answers 
to this question and apply these to our own times of denial.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Read the entire focal passage to remind members of just what happened 
that day in the courtyard of Caiaphas. Then read Acts 5:27-32 and ask 
members what had happened in the life of Peter to help him witness 
at the risk of losing his life? Write their responses on a marker board. 
Their suggestions may include the following:

  a.  He was now acting in the power of the Holy Spirit rather than in his 
own strength. (He had no fear as he did in the courtyard.)
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  b.  He had witnessed the resurrection of Christ and understood the true 
nature of the kingdom. (He was no longer confused about what was 
happening to Christ.)

 4.  Read Matthew’s version of Peter’s denial as found in Matthew 26:69-
75. If time allows also read Mark 14:66-72 and Luke 22:54-62 and ask 
members what impresses them most about these accounts of the denial 
of Christ? For example:

  a.  The Gospel writers seemed to know that each of us would need to 
hear about this denial to help us with our own experiences of denial.

  b.  The depth of Peter’s denial.

  c.  Peter’s great sorrow when he realized what he had done.

  d. The great need for Christ’s forgiveness, which Peter later receives.

  e.  All of the Gospels record the fact that Peter denied Christ three times 
before the rooster crowed, thus fulfilling Christ’s words to Peter 
about his time of denial.

 5.  Share background information about Caiaphas, Annas, and the reli-
gious leaders who were so determined to have Christ crucified. (The 
first denial was outside the home of Annas. The next two denials were 
in the courtyard outside the house of Caiaphas. Caiaphas’ compound 
was large, and these two priests must have lived close to each other.) 
Refer to the Teaching Guide and Study Guide for additional background 
information.

Encourage Application

 6.  Ask members to determine some ways Christians can deny Christ in 
our day. Write these on the board as they are suggested. For example:

  a. Failure to witness for fear of what others might think about us.

  b. Failure to witness for fear of persecution.

  c. Failure to witness out of confusion about who needs a witness.
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  d. Failure to witness because we are too busy to make new friendships.

 7.  Close with a challenge for members to identify any of these fears in 
their lives and a time of prayer for empowerment from the Holy Spirit 
to witness without fear or confusion.



lesson 2

Focal Text

John 18:33-40
Background

John 16:13-14; 
Isaiah 53:5-6

What Is 
the Truth?

MAIN IDEA

Jesus was sinless and innocent, which 
qualified Him as the Lamb of God to 
take away the sin of the world.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

What is truth?

TEACHING AIM

To encourage adults to understand 
that one source of absolute truth is 
the Holy Spirit that lives within us

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Following His questioning by Annas and Caiphas in the presence of the San-
hedrin, Jesus was led to the palace of the Roman governor. His official resi-
dence was known as the “Praetorium.” Scholars believe his headquarters was 
actually the Fortress of Antonia, located just north of the Temple mount. 
This building was a former Hasmonean castle that had been rebuilt by Herod.

The governor’s primary home was in Cesarea by the Mediterranean Sea, 
but he would come to Jerusalem during the major Jewish feasts and festivals 
to be available to address any problems that might crop up due to the large 
number of people present. A large contingent of Roman soldiers was also 
available to maintain the peace and enforce the rule of the Roman occupiers. 
The emperor expected his governors to use any means necessary to maintain 
control and the Pax Romana.1

Pontius Pilate served as the fifth governor of the Roman province of Ju-
dea, ruling from AD 26-36. Peaceful provinces in the empire were ruled by 
the Roman senate, but more turbulent regions, which required the presence 
of Roman soldiers, were under the administration of procurators. Pilate was 
well-known for his brutality, and he was despised by the Jews. The Jewish 
historian Josephus chronicled numerous occasions where Pilate’s actions 
aroused the ire of the Jewish nation. Even though Pilate was hated by the 
Jews, the Jewish leaders needed his help to implement their plan to execute 
Jesus. 

The Jews avoided entering Pilate’s residence because they do not want to 
become “ceremonially unclean,” which would disqualify them from eating the 
Passover meal. If indeed the meal the night before (Thursday night) was the 
Passover meal, this may be referring to another ritual meal on the first full 
morning of Passover (Numbers 28:16-25). This day, Nisan 15, also marked 
the start of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which lasted for seven days. Their 
refusal to enter the palace caused Pilate to move in and out of his residence to 
communicate with them about their charges against Jesus. Since Roman sol-



24  THE BEAUTY OF RESORATION: The Final Days of Jesus

diers were involved in Jesus’ arrest (John 18:3), Pilate likely had been briefed 
on this issue. He instructed the Jewish officials to try Jesus under their own 
law, but they boldly admitted their desire to execute him, thus requiring Ro-
man assistance.

Interpreting the Scriptures

Pilate Questions Jesus (18:33-38)

18:33. After Pilate’s initial encounter with the Jewish religious leaders, he 
stepped back inside the Praetorium and summoned Jesus to join him. Pilate 
was under compulsion to fully investigate the charges against Jesus to deter-
mine if there was an authentic threat against the empire, or if an ordinary 
crime had been committed that should be handled within the court systems 
designed to adjudicate such matters. Pilate knew he would be held personally 
responsible for any execution, and he wanted to make a good decision in the 
matter.

Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” The specific charges 
against Jesus, as mentioned in Luke 23:2, were that He opposed payment of 
taxes to Caesar and He claimed to be a king. Pilate would have known there 
had not been a Jewish king in Israel since Herod the Great, and that Rome 
had not authorized any kings since its installation of governors in the region. 
This was a clever move by the Jewish leaders to portray the messiahship of 
Jesus as a political threat against the Romans.

18:34-35. As He often did, Jesus responded to Pilate’s question with a ques-
tion of His own. Jesus was seeking clarification of the source of the question 
because His answer would depend upon what kind of “king” Pilate had refer-
enced. If Pilate had asked Jesus if He were a political king who was seeking to 
challenge the Roman Empire, Jesus’ answer would have been “No.” but if the 
question were, “Are you the messianic king of Israel?” the answer would have 
been “Yes.” Jesus’ counter question would also have been a way to remind Pi-
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late of his duty to gather all the facts of the case and to judge it based on the 
merits, and not on any distortions presented by the Jewish religious leaders.

Pilate’s recoil of a reply “Am I a Jew?” assumed a negative answer and 
served as an indication to Jesus that he certainly had no knowledge of, or in-
terest in, a Jewish theological controversy. To Pilate, the fact that Jesus’ own 
people had brought Him to the governor seeking His execution suggested 
that Jesus had done something seriously wrong. Pilate was seeking to evalu-
ate the kingship issue so he could reach a final judgment.

18:36. Jesus provided a definition of His kingdom and described how it was 
different from earthly kingdoms. One of the confirmations Jesus was not 
leading a political kingdom was in how He had not resisted His arrest and had 
allowed the trials and questioning with Annas, Caiphas, and Pilate without 
fighting. Jesus’ kingdom had not begun in the world, and it would not rely 
on the weapons and strategies of the world. Its goal was not to overthrow 
the Romans. The Messianic kingdom is spiritual and eternal and was found-
ed on truth. In a sense, when Jesus was born in Bethlehem amidst humble 
circumstances, there was a spiritual invasion of the planet. Jesus announced 
the arrival of His kingdom when He said, “The time has come…The kingdom 
of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15). Jesus 
was sensitive to the people’s desire to install Him as an earthly King. One 
evidence of this was when He withdrew from the crowds after the feeding of 
the 5,000 (John 6:14-15).

18:37-38. Pilate’s answer after Jesus’ definition of His kingdom can be in-
terpreted as an emphatic statement of Jesus’ identity as a king, or as a clar-
ifying question posed to reach a definitive conclusion. Perhaps Pilate sup-
posed that simply because Jesus’ kingdom was not of this world, it in no way 
precluded Him from being a king. The statement is a ploy by Pilate to coax a 
confession from Jesus by inviting Him to agree with Pilate’s assertion.

Jesus once again refused to answer Pilate directly. He was not willing 
to reject the title of king, nor was He willing to agree to it in the manner in 
which Pilate offered it. Pilate sees a king as a political leader, but for Jesus the 
title referred to a different kind of ruler. Jesus was the leader of a spiritual 
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kingdom, which was most interested in spiritual matters, especially related 
to truth. Jesus had not come to identify various things as true or false, but to 
reveal truth to the world; an unveiling of Himself to the world. When Jesus 
used the word “truth” it was a theological term. God is Truth and when we 
see Jesus, He is Truth personified (John 14:6). Jesus’ revelation of truth re-
quires a moral choice by individuals to accept or reject it.

Pilate proposed a profound question, “What is truth?” but he does not 
stick around for the answer or a discussion on the matter. Maybe it was an 
instance of personal reflection on his behalf or his belief that no satisfactory 
answer existed. Pilate had learned enough about Jesus’ case to make a deci-
sion. The question would be whether he would align himself with the truth, 
or if he would choose to believe a set of lies from a group of jealous and fear-
ful leaders. He revealed his final opinion when he affirmed that he had found 
no reason to charge Jesus with a crime. The question then became whether 
or not Pilate would choose to act in agreement with his pronouncement of 
Jesus’ innocence.

Pilate Questions the Crowd (18:39-40)

18:39. Pilate was a ruthless political creature, and he found himself in a di-
lemma. After questioning Jesus, he determined that Jesus was not a threat 
to Rome or some sort of religious terrorist. In addition, he was certainly not 
interested in being responsible for the death of an innocent man. Pilate also 
desired to appease the Jews. So, in an effort to find a compromise, he offered 
to invoke the Passover tradition of releasing a prisoner during the festival. 
He proposed to release “the king of the Jews,” but failed to grasp his oxy-
moronic declaration. Why would the Jewish king be a prisoner? Perhaps his 
proposal was an attempt to ease his conscience, but his failure to gauge the 
mood of the crowd would soon be revealed.

18:40. The people affirmed Pilate’s offer to release a prisoner, but they re-
quested a different person to be set free. In a decision dripping with irony, 
the crowd requested that a true insurrectionist be released: Barabbas. The 
word used to describe Barabbas related to his participation in a rebellion. It 
means to deprive someone of their property openly and with violence. The 
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crowd, driven by their rage, selected a dangerous villain to be freed rather 
than the peaceful teacher and healer from Galilee. As shocking as it seems, it 
was just another part of God’s redemptive plan.

Focusing on the Meaning

Pilate was searching for the truth about Jesus and the claims made against 
Him. Jesus revealed the nature of His kingdom to Pilate and explained that 
it was rooted in truth. Today, the search for truth continues. Unfortunately, 
truth seems to be separated depending on the topic being considered. It has 
moved away from having any basis in objectivity (i.e., truth that is always 
true, everywhere, for everyone), to truth that is purely subjective. It seems 
that the prevailing ethic is, “I get to decide what is true for me and if you fail 
to affirm my truth claims as valid as your own, you are an intolerant bigot 
who should be canceled.” The result of this individualized “truth” is deep reli-
gious, political, and social division across our country and around the world. 
Isaiah’s proclamation that “each of us has turned to his own way (Isaiah 53:6), 
has never been more accurate.

In reality, truth is rooted in God, and all truth is God’s truth. God’s Words 
(Hebrews 4:12), His Son (John 14:6), and the Holy Spirit (John 16:13-14) 
reveal truth to us. Jesus told Pilate that, “Everyone on the side of truth lis-
tens to me” (John 18:37b). Humility is required for anyone who chooses the 
side of truth because we will need to lay down our biases and preconceived 
notions and be willing to listen to God and His Word.

ENDNOTES

1  Latin for “Roman Peace,” often cruelly enforced.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1. Ask the class to share their responses to the following question: “What 
are some reasons it is so difficult to discover the truth about major is-
sues in our day?” Some of their responses may include the following:

  a.  More and more people have bought into whatever platform they are 
following and are close-minded to any objective discussion.

  b.  Fewer people are willing to accept the teachings of God’s Word as the 
absolute truth.

  c.  Some people are only interested in what is beneficial to them, not 
what is true.

  d.  There are always at least two sides to every argument and sometimes 
it is very difficult to see that one is right and the other wrong. We fall 
back on opinions rather than truth.

  e.  Humanism has become so strong in our culture that many people 
are more interested in their personal freedoms than discovering the 
truth.

 2.  Share with members that in this study we will discover some specific 
ways to determine the truth based on our focal passage.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Divide the class into two listening groups and as the focal passage is 
read, ask group one to listen for factors that hindered Pilate’s search 
for the truth and group two to listen for ways Jesus tried to help Pilate 
discover the truth. Read the passage and allow adequate time for each 
group to complete their assignment.  



 4.  Call for each group to share their findings. Their reports will most likely 
include the following:

  Group 1—

   a.  The truth Pilate was trying to discover is found in verse 33; was 
Jesus the king of the Jews?

   b.  According to verse 34, Pilate was allowing others to hinder his 
search for the truth.

   c.  In verse 35, we see that Pilate assumed Jesus had done something 
wrong. This assumption would make it difficult for him to discover 
the truth.

   d.  Pilate was being led by the opinions of his culture regarding the 
true nature of the kingdom.

   e.  Pilate was looking for a way to charge Jesus with wrongdoing rath-
er than finding the truth to his question in verse 37.

   f.  It was obvious in verses 38-40 that Pilate had not discovered the 
truth for which he was searching. He was still confused about what 
to do with this man, Jesus.

  Group 2—

   a.  Jesus was trying to help Pilate see that he was being influenced by 
the opinions of others in his search for the truth (18:34).

   b.  Jesus was trying to help Pilate discover the truth by telling him 
the truth about the Kingdom (18:36).

   c.  Jesus was trying to help Pilate see that He was the truth for which 
Pilate was seeking (18:37).

 5.  Remind members of the discussion at the beginning of this study where 
they determined reasons why it is so difficult to discover the truth in 
our day. Distribute copies of these five reasons that have been suggest-
ed and ask members to point out examples of one or more of these that 
can be found in the passage just discussed.

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.) 
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Encourage Application

 6. Ask members to determine some specific ways we can allow Jesus to 
help us discover the truth in our day. For example:

  a.  We can turn to the Words of Jesus rather than the opinions of others 
to help us discover the truth.

  b.  We can accept the fact that God’s Word is the absolute truth and al-
low this Word to lead us to the truth.

  c.  We can believe that Jesus is truth and can never say anything that is 
not true.

  d.  When we are dealing with an issue that is not dealt with in God’s 
Word, allow the Holy Spirit to guide our thinking.

  7.  Close with a time of prayer and challenge for members to allow the Holy 
Spirit to help them in their search for the truth regarding all issues in 
life.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Begin by asking members to name some of the most controversial is-
sues that are dividing our country today? List their suggestions on the 
marker board, which should include the following:

  a. Gun freedom versus gun restrictions.

  b. Women’s rights versus anti-abortion.

  c. Unacceptable sexual expressions versus sexual rights.

  d, Open borders versus closed borders.

  e. Big government versus less government.

 2.  Rather than discussing these issues, ask members why is it so difficult 
for many people to know what to believe regarding these issues? What 
is the truth? Let’s see if our study for today can help us with this dilem-
ma.
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Guide Bible Study

 3.  Lead members in a time of discussion related to the following ques-
tions:

  a.  What truth was Pilate seeking? (To discover if Jesus considered Him-
self to be the king of the Jews so Pilate would have a reason to take 
Jesus’ life—18:33.)

  b.  How was Pilate allowing the opinions of others to shape his decision? 
(He was listening to the religious leaders—18:34.)

  c.  In what way did Pilate reveal the fact that his mind was already made 
up? (He asked Jesus what he had done to make the religious leaders 
want to take his life—18:35.)

  d.  What truth did Jesus clearly present to Pilate that would have led 
him to make the right decision? (Jesus had no interest in being a king 
on this earth. His kingdom was to be in the hearts of men, and it was 
a heavenly kingdom—18:36).

  e.  What had Pilate’s closed mind caused him to miss? (He missed the 
kingdom because he had failed to accept the fact that Jesus was truth 
and could only speak the truth—18:37). 

  f.  How do we know that Pilate had completely missed what Jesus was 
saying to him? (Pilate ended their conversation with where it began, 
“What is the truth?” He then turned Jesus over to the soldiers to be 
crucified—18:38-40).

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.) 

 4.  Share the following summary statement with the class and ask for their 
response: “To discover the truth we must accept the words of Jesus to 
be absolute truth, His principles as ways to help us affirm the truth, and 
the power of the Holy Spirit to guide us to the truth in all situations.”
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Encourage Application

 5.  Remind members of the list of controversial issues that were listed at 
the beginning of this study. Ask members to briefly discuss ways the 
previous summary statement can be applied to each of these controver-
sies in order to discover and act on the truth.

 6.  Close with a time of prayer for members to allow the Holy Spirit to lead 
them to discover and apply the truth to their lives in all of life’s situa-
tions. 



lesson 3

Focal Text

John 19:1-5
Background

Isaiah 52:13-14; 
Hebrews 12:2

The Day He 
Wore My Crown

MAIN IDEA

The crown of thorns represents the 
painful curse of sin.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How should I respond to this?

TEACHING AIM

To challenge adults to understand 
that each of us deserve the punish-
ment Jesus received. He died as our 
substitute. The crown was meant for 
us

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

A lot can change over the course of a matter of hours. Perhaps you have ex-
perienced this in your life. The birth of a child, the loss of a loved one, the 
achievement of a worthy goal, or the disappointment of a fractured relation-
ship, are all occasions that can elicit tears of joy or sorrow. In John’s account 
of the final days of Jesus’ life on earth, a lot has changed since He washed the 
disciple’s feet and celebrated the Passover meal with them on Thursday night 
(John 13:1-38).

In less than twenty-four hours after celebrating the Passover meal and 
instituting the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26:26-30), Jesus has comforted the 
disciples as He prepared them for His departure (John 14) and taught them 
significant things about discipleship and love (John 15). He also described 
the work of the coming Holy Spirit (John 16), and prayed for Himself, the 
disciples, and all future believers (John 17). Next, the group departed the 
Upper Room to go across the Kidron Valley to the Mount of Olives. After a 
time of anguished prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was betrayed 
and arrested, abandoned by His disciples, and led through corrupt trials with 
Jewish religious leaders and Roman officials.

Jesus had warned the disciples about the coming persecution, and it was 
about to be graphically displayed through His suffering at the hands of the 
Romans, as instigated by the Jews’ desire to execute Him. In the “Servant 
Song,” the prophet Isaiah foretold of the physical suffering of the Messiah, 
“Just as there were many who were appalled at him—his appearance was so 
disfigured beyond that of any human being and his form marred beyond hu-
man likeness…” (Isaiah 52:14). Jesus was about to show His disciples and the 
world, the full extent of His love (John 13:1b).
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Interpreting the Scriptures

A Cruel Punishment for an Innocent Man (19:1)

Pilate’s attempt to manipulate the crowd into releasing Jesus had failed. 
When he offered to follow the custom of releasing a prisoner during the Pass-
over celebration, he presented the Jews with the choice of Barabbas (a known 
insurrectionist), or Jesus. Unfortunately for Pilate, the crowd shouted for 
the release of Barabbas. This left Pilate with two problems: 1) He was about 
to free a known enemy of Rome back into the public, and 2) He wanted to 
find a way to ameliorate the Jews antagonism against Jesus without killing 
him. Pilate decided to have Jesus flogged, hoping this severe physical punish-
ment would satisfy the Jews and perhaps dissuade them from their demand 
to have Jesus executed.

The Romans employed three levels of flogging, varying in severity: fusti-
gatio, flagellatio, and verberatio. The least severe (fustigatio) was used to pun-
ish scoundrels, while the most severe (verberatio), was employed in capital 
crimes as part of the preparation for crucifixion. In this scene the word is 
fustigatio reflecting Pilate’s desire to teach Jesus a lesson and his hope to ap-
pease those calling for Jesus’ death.1 The Romans used soldiers called “lic-
tors” who were trained in torture to perform floggings. Jesus would have 
been stripped and bound to a post or in some other manner stretched out 
with his back and torso exposed. The lictor would use a whip (“flagrum”), 
which consisted of a handle with long leather strips embedded with bone, 
metal balls, and other sharp objects, to administer the punishment. There 
were a variety of flagrums and the lictor could control the amount of damage 
done to the body of the victim. The beatings could be so severe that flogging 
was known as “the halfway death.”2

A Royal Mockery (19:2-3)

As if the cruel beating of the flogging was not enough for the bloodthirst 
of the soldiers, they also heaped further indignity upon Jesus by mockingly 
worshiping Him as a king. They formed a crown of thorns and shoved it down 
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on Jesus’ head, which caused tremendous pain and a stream of blood, adding 
to the blood Jesus had already lost through His scourging. The crown was 
likely made of twigs and thorns, though it is possible that it was constructed 
from the thorns of the date palm, which can exceed twelve inches in length. 
The thorns were woven together with some of them sticking out all around 
the edge to imitate the “radiate” crowns worn by kings of the Middle East. 
The protruding thorns resembling beams radiating outward from the sun.3 
These crowns were worn by pagan leaders known as “god-kings,” but in this 
case the crown was worn by the only true God-King.

The soldiers completed Jesus’ “royal” wardrobe by placing a purple robe 
on Him. Purple fabric was expensive, and the dye used on the material came 
from shellfish. The robe was likely deep red in color and resembled the cov-
erings worn by nobility. Since the robe was placed on Jesus’ lacerated back, 
as the blood dried the robe would have stuck like glue to His back, and Jesus’ 
wounds would be ripped open again when the robe was removed. Once the 
kingly costume was completed, the soldiers continued to mock Jesus with 
fake worship as they paraded in front of Him saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 
In addition, they repeatedly hit Jesus in the face. Their words and actions 
echoed Isaiah’s prophecy regarding the Suffering Servant, “I offered my back 
to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not 
hide my face from mocking and spitting” (Isaiah 50:6).

A Mauled Monarch (19:4-5)

19:4. Pilate once again emerged from the Praetorium to converse with the 
angry mob who had gathered in his courtyard. As Pilate prepared to bring 
Jesus out and display Him to the crowd, he announced, for the second time, 
that he had found Jesus innocent. He in no way believed Jesus had com-
mitted a capital offense that was worthy of the death penalty of crucifixion. 
Pilate’s strategy was to appeal to the benevolence of the Jewish religious 
leaders. He would display Jesus as a poor, peasant teacher from Galilee who 
had been severely punished and humiliated, and who would no longer pose 
any threat to the Jews, much less to Rome. Surely the sight of the beaten and 



Lesson 3: The Day He Wore My Crown 37 

bloodied Jesus would convince the Jews that He was in no way a king but 
should be viewed as an object of pity.

19:5. When Jesus was brought out before the crowd, He was still wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple robe. In dramatic fashion, Pilate presented 
Jesus to the crowd with the words, “Here is the man!” The Latin translation 
of this phrase is “Ecce homo!”4 There is some disagreement among scholars 
about Pilate’s intended use of this phrase, with many believing the context 
points to his desire to elicit sympathy for Jesus’ pitiful state. Others believe 
that John chose the words “the man” to invoke Jesus’ favorite term for refer-
ring to Himself, “Son of Man.”

Focusing on the Meaning

How do you respond to injustice? We see and hear about injustice in our 
state, nation, and world, but oftentimes we are not motivated to respond 
unless the injustice impacts our lives in some significant manner. Have you 
ever been punished for something you did not do? How did you respond in 
that situation? Such occasions can spark anger, rage, and a desire for revenge.

This story of Jesus’ suffering and humiliation after His arrest and mock 
trials is both sad and powerful. As we consider the painful punishment that 
Jesus endured, we are reminded of one of the consequences placed on Adam 
by God when sin entered the world in the Garden of Eden. “To Adam he said, 
‘Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I 
commanded you, ‘you must not eat of it,’ Cursed is the ground because of 
you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will 
produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field’” 
(Genesis 3:17-18, emphasis mine). Thorns and thistles—symbols of the con-
sequences of the sin of humankind, woven together and placed on the head 
of our sinless Savior. A crown we deserve, but Jesus wore in our place.

So, what is our proper response to Jesus’ act of mercy and grace? The 
writer of Hebrews gives us a clue, “Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorn-
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ing its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 
12:2). As we face trials, pain, and disappointments in our discipleship jour-
ney of becoming more Christlike, let us focus on the faithful grace of Jesus, 
whose love perseveres with us through every trial.

ENDNOTES

 1 Gary M. Burge, The NIV Application Commentary—John (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan, 2000), 502-503.

 2 Charles R. Swindoll, Swindoll’s New Testament Insights: Insights on John 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010), 324.

 3 Burge, 503.
 4 There is a place in Jerusalem, the Ecce Homo Convent, that is located on 

the traditional site of these events, built on the remains of the Antonia 
Fortress. The Ecce Homo Arch is attached to the Convent and crosses over 
the starting place of the Via Dolorosa (The Way of Suffering). For more 
information see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQUsrgdxn6w. 



Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Ask members to share their response to the following statement: “What 
we desperately need in our day is good leaders.” Allow several minutes 
for them to share their responses. Then share the following: A good lead-
er is one who puts the needs of those He serves above his own personal wel-
fare and job security.  

 2.  Ask members to name some examples of good leaders they have known. 
Then say, What we will discover in our study for today is an example of a 
poor leader and a great leader.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Divide the class into four groups. Give each group one of the following 
Scripture verses and ask each group to determine what Pilate was doing 
in each verse to try and deal with Jesus: (1) John 18:31; (2) John 18:39; 
(3) John 19:1-3; (4) John 19:15.

   (A copy of this assignment is available in ‘Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.) 

 4.  Call for each group to share their findings, which will be similar to the 
following:  

  a.   John 18:31—He was trying to shift this responsibility to someone 
else.

  b.   John 18:39—He was trying to find a way out of this so he could set 
Jesus free.

  c.   John 19:1-3—He hoped this flogging of Jesus would satisfy the 
crowd.

  d. John 19:15—He appealed to the sympathy of the crowd.
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 5.  Read John 19:4 which tells us of Pilate’s final assessment of Jesus’ guilt. 
“But understand clearly that I find him not guilty.” In spite of this Pilate 
had Jesus crucified. Ask members how this reflects the worst possible 
example of leadership that we could ever hope to see? (Pilate was so in-
tent on keeping his leadership position in Jerusalem that he was willing 
to let the Son of God be crucified.)

 6.  Lead members to examine the example of perfect leadership as found in 
the life of Jesus. Refer to the statement shared at the beginning of this 
study, which says, “A good leader is one who puts the needs of those he 
serves above his own personal welfare and job security.” Ask members 
to share some examples from our focal passage that prove Jesus to be a 
perfect leader. For example:

  a.   Jesus experienced a great deal of suffering because of His goal of 
making it possible for all of creation to have the opportunity to ex-
perience salvation. (The flogging was so bad that it often killed the 
person being whipped.)

  b.   Jesus could have called a legion of angels to keep these men from 
humiliating Him so, but He chose rather to remain faithful to His 
purpose, which was to bring glory to everyone who believed in Him.

  c.   Jesus was treated extremely unfairly by the judicial system of that 
day, but He refused to demand His rights.

  d.   Rather than trying to set Himself up as the king of this world, Jesus 
died on the cross to become the Savior of the world.         

Encourage Application

 7.  Ask members to write a summary statement of praise to God for the 
sacrifice Jesus made for each one of us. Distribute pens and paper if 
needed. After several minutes ask members to share with the person 
sitting next to them what they wrote. Allow this to be a special time of 
worship for the class.
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 8.  Challenge members to continue to reflect on this study this next week 
and think of ways they can place the needs of others above their own. 
Close with a time of prayer thanking God for the sacrifice He made for 
each of us.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Ask members to discuss the following question: “Why is there an in-
creasing number of people who are becoming more antagonistic toward 
Christians and Christianity?” Some of their responses may include the 
following:

  a. Many people see Christianity as narrow-minded and judgmental.

  b.  Many people want nothing to do with a religion that does not accept 
their chosen lifestyle.

  c.  Many people have bought into the philosophy of humanism that al-
lows each person to decide what is best for them.

  d.  Many people feel the church is full of hypocrites.

  e. Many people feel the church is too political and nationalistic.

 2.  Remind members that many of these people are against any kind of 
religion for some of these same reasons, and many religions hate other 
religions because they are so different in their beliefs. This is what was 
happening in Jesus’ day. Even though Jesus did not come to establish a 
religion He did have to deal with rejection by the world and the primary 
religion of that day, Judaism. Let’s examine the results and determine 
how this understanding can help us with our own experiences with re-
jection.
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Guide Bible Study

 3.  Before reading the focal passage, ask members to listen for the way the 
Roman soldiers, Pilate, and the Jews expressed their rejection of Christ 
and determine their motive for doing so. Their time of sharing should 
include the following:

  a.  The Roman soldiers had no use for Jesus, the Jews, or any religion 
(19:1-3). This gave them an opportunity to express their frustration 
with religions, and they seemed to enjoy that opportunity. They went 
beyond their orders to whip Jesus and decided to mock Him as well 
with the crown, robe, slaps, and insults.

  b.  Pilate was indifferent about Christ but could not allow this distur-
bance caused by the Jews to threaten his position of power and per-
sonal welfare. Even though he could find no reason to punish Jesus 
(19:4), Pilate had no choice but to accept the Jews demand for Jesus’ 
death if he were to maintain his chosen way of life.

  c.  The Jewish religious leaders had rejected Christ because He was a 
threat to their chosen way of life as well (19:5-6). They were making 
good money and enjoyed their way of living. They believed Jesus was 
trying to establish a rival religion and they could not allow that to 
happen.

 4.   Ask members what Pilate is saying to the people in verse 5 when he 
says, “Here is the man!” (In essence he was saying, “Here is Jesus, what 
will you do with him?” And their response was total rejection as we see 
in verse 6.)

Encourage Application

 5.  Remind members that after the Gospel has been presented, this same 
question must be answered today. “Here is Christ. What will you do 
with Him?” People can choose to reject Him or accept Him as their Sav-
ior. The choice is up to them.
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 6.  Close by asking members to recall their own conversion experience 
when they made the decision to totally accept Jesus into their lives. Ask 
each member to spend a few moments in silent prayer, thanking God 
for His acceptance of them.



lesson 4

Focal Text

John 19:5-16
Background

Matthew 27:24-26; 
Isaiah 5:20-21

Here Is 
Your King!

MAIN IDEA

The danger of mob mentality is that, 
in the moment, wrong can seem 
right.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Do I always stand for the truth?

TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand that 
when we stand for truth, we must be 
ready to endure personal attack

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

John clearly states the purpose of his gospel in the following words, “Jesus 
performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name” (John 20:30-31). Jesus had testified to His relationship with the 
Father on numerous occasions (John 3:1-21; 4:25-26; 5:16-27; 6:26-59; 8:12-
30; 10:1-39; 11:40-44; 12:20-36, etc.), but those who heard His words strug-
gled to comprehend them. This again would become an important question 
for Pilate as he sought to ascertain Jesus’ identity. He had already misunder-
stood Jesus’ response about the nature of His kingdom (John 18:33-37), and 
as Pilate frantically sought a way to release Jesus, he would once again seek 
details about Jesus’ origins.

Jesus had entered Jerusalem triumphantly on the Sunday before the 
Passover, experiencing the type of welcome reserved for kings (John 12:12-
18). In less than a week’s time, He would be betrayed by one of His disciples, 
abandoned by the others, and in a deliberate misuse of the term “king,” would 
face capital punishment as a result of a series of illegal trials. The Roman 
governor Pilate recognized Jesus’ innocence and the jealous motivations of 
His Jewish accusers. Seeking to satisfy their rage, he had Jesus flogged—a 
cruel method of torture that left Him battered, bruised, and bleeding. To add 
insult to injury, the Roman soldiers who participated in His flogging mocked 
Jesus by placing a crown of thorns on His head and a purple robe on His 
shoulders. Their false “worship” of Jesus only added to His humiliation.

John 19:5-16 reveals the caustic results when a mob mentality is coupled 
with political expediency. People are likely to lose the courage of their con-
victions if the crowd is both loud and angry. Standing firm in such situations 
can seem impossible. In the midst of the noise and fear of a chaotic situation, 
wrong can seem right. These instances, and the resulting bad choices, often 
result in tragic consequences.
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Interpreting the Scriptures

A Call for Crucifixion (19:5-7)

Pilate’s plan to elicit sympathy from the Jewish crowd for the beaten and 
humiliated Jesus was met with a swift defeat. Immediately after bringing 
Jesus out and pronouncing “Here is the Man!” (Ecce homo in Latin), the chief 
priests and their officials responded with “Crucify! Crucify!” These Jewish re-
ligious leaders eliminated any remote possibility that the larger crowd would 
have the chance to entertain a more grace-filled response to Jesus’ condition. 
Seeking to fulfill their conspiracy (see Matthew 26:3-5), they called for Jesus’ 
execution. Pilate revealed his frustration with the crowd by suggesting they 
take matters into their own hands regarding Jesus’ crucifixion. He had grown 
weary of the crowd, and for the third time he declared Jesus’ innocence. The 
Jews altered their tactics with Pilate by accusing Jesus of breaking one of 
their most sacred laws when He claimed to be the Son of God. The required 
punishment for the sin of blasphemy was death (Leviticus 24:16). Since part 
of Pilate’s responsibility as governor was to respect and uphold Jewish laws 
(that did not contradict Roman authority), his dilemma deepened. Jesus had 
not violated Roman law but had been accused of breaking a Jewish law that 
carried the punishment of death.

A Question of Identity (19:8-11)

19:8-9. Pilate had become panic-stricken. No doubt his earlier interaction 
with Jesus about His kingdom being from another place had led Pilate to 
surmise that Jesus was no ordinary man (John 18:33-37). Upon learning 
that Jesus had claimed to be the “Son of God,” Pilate’s anxiety had begun to 
soar. Pilate was likely a superstitious man, and there were stories from both 
Greek and Roman mythology of gods coming to the earth in the form of hu-
mans. His apprehension grew as he began to wonder if he was dealing with 
someone who was more than a mere rabbi from Galilee who had offended the 
Jewish religious elite. Seeking to allay his fears, Pilate took Jesus back inside 
the Praetorium and asked Him, “Where do you come from?” This is a deeper 
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question than the physical location of Jesus’ birthplace. Pilate was interested 
in determining whether or not Jesus had a supernatural origin. Jesus had 
already told Pilate He was born to be a king, and His kingdom was not of this 
world. Pilate had missed the opportunity to explore that topic any further. In 
response to Pilate’s question, Jesus remained silent.

19:10-11. Jesus’ lack of response infuriated Pilate, and a discussion about 
power and authority ensued. Pilate initiated the exchange by claiming that 
he basically held Jesus’ fate in his hands. He had the sole authority to deter-
mine whether Jesus would live or die. This was an interesting statement for 
Pilate to make since he was so concerned about his own political future that 
he was willing to succumb to the desires (and threats) of the Jewish religious 
leaders. His selfishness and desire for self-preservation would override his 
conscience and sense of justice as he was already leaning toward condemning 
an innocent man. Jesus answered Pilate by pointing out that any authority 
he was able to wield was granted “from above,” from God alone. Jesus under-
stood the Source of all power and would not be intimidated or swayed from 
His mission by the claims of a Roman governor. Jesus’ mention of Pilate’s sin 
and guilt would have stung the proud man who had already been wrestling 
with his conscience. The identity of the person guilty of the “greater sin” has 
been a point of conjecture among scholars. The consensus choice is that the 
person was Caiaphas (John 11:49-53), who first articulated the plan to elim-
inate Jesus.

A Final Decision (19:12-16)

19:12. Jesus’ answers continued to stun Pilate. True to Jesus’ words, any 
authority exercised by Pilate had been delegated to him, and from Pilate’s 
point of view that source would have been Rome. More than ever Pilate was 
convinced of Jesus’ innocence. His potential role in Jesus’ death, and the ac-
companying guilt he would suffer, had him petrified. In a repeat of what had 
happened at the conclusion of Pilate’s first conversation with Jesus (John 
18:33-39), Pilate made multiple futile attempts to set Jesus free. The Jews, 
like a savvy poker player, had held their trump card until just the right mo-
ment. As Pilate continued to seek a solution that would satisfy the crowd and 
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also let Jesus live, the Jews made their move. They questioned Pilate’s loyalty 
to Caesar by shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. 
Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” “Friend of Caesar” was an 
honorary title given to certain people who had demonstrated unusual fidel-
ity to the emperor. If you were not a friend of Caesar, you were his enemy, 
and enemies of Emperor Tiberius were quickly eradicated. How strange it 
was that the Jews, who hated the Romans and their occupation of Palestine, 
would question the loyalty of a Roman governor if it would help them accom-
plish their plot to kill Jesus.1 Pilate knew he could not survive politically if he 
were charged with disloyalty to Rome, so in this high-stake game of poker, 
he folded.

19:13-14. Pilate brought Jesus back outside the Praetorium and sat down 
on the “judge’s seat” (bema in Greek).2 John also mentioned that the place 
was known as the “Stone Pavement,” a term that describes an area paved with 
large stones, similar to what is found at the Ecce Homo site. The bema seat 
was a raised platform from which Roman judges would render legal decisions. 
This move by Pilate indicated he would soon render a final judgment regard-
ing the charges against Jesus. John included a reference that these events 
occurred on the Friday of the Passover Week, around noon. John mentioned 
the date and time on purpose because just as Jesus was being condemned 
and crucified, the slaughter of the Passover lambs by the priests at the Tem-
ple would have begun. Jerusalem would have been full of Jewish pilgrims 
who had come to town to celebrate the Passover and the priests’ work would 
last until sundown.3 After taking his place on the judgment seat, Pilate sar-
castically declared to the crowd, “Here is your king.”

19:15-16. In the final exchange between Pilate and the crowd, the mob de-
manded the crucifixion of Jesus. Pilate, in a tone of mock amazement, asked, 
“Shall I crucify your king?” The following response by the chief priests was 
chilling. The raw hatred and mob mentality of the crowd had reached its fe-
vered pitch as the chief priests openly declared their loyalty to Caesar. The re-
ligious leaders, the exemplars of the Jewish faith, in order to eliminate a per-



Lesson 4: Here Is Your King 49 

ceived enemy, ignored God’s sovereignty and embraced their Roman captors. 
In one last act of political cowardice, Pilate handed Jesus over to be crucified.

Focusing on the Meaning

Have you ever been caught in a riptide at the beach? The undertow can over-
whelm you instantly as it pulls you farther and farther from shore. As strong 
as the water is the fear that can rise in your heart as you seek to escape a 
potentially deadly situation. It can be quite a harrowing experience.

Have you ever witnessed the power of mob mentality? A crowd of people 
whipped into a frenzy can also be a frightening sight that can produce tragic 
consequences. We see this played out in John’s account of the crowd calling 
out for Jesus’ execution just a few days after welcoming Him to Jerusalem 
with shouts of Hosanna! We can be quick to condemn Pilate for his selfish 
political motives and his willingness to ignore the truth, but what about us?

What happens when we know that a particular action or decision is not 
right, against the clear teaching of the Bible, and displeasing to God? What 
do we do when a large number of influential people agree with this action or 
decision? Are we able to stand for God’s truth, or do we panic and feel our-
selves being pulled away from the foundation of our convictions into the sea 
of compromise? We find a warning in Isaiah 5:20-21, “Woe to those who call 
evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, 
who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. Woe to those who are wise in 
their own eyes and clever in their own sight.”

When we are tempted to deny the truth and compromise our convictions, 
we can look to the example of our Savior. Jesus was betrayed, abandoned, ar-
rested, falsely tried, tortured, and sentenced to death, but He never denied 
the truth about who He was or why He had come. Let us draw near to Him 
when feeling pressure from the crowd (Philippians 4:6-7), and if we fall let us 
follow David’s example of confession and repentance (Psalm 51).
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ENDNOTES

 1 Gary M. Burge, The NIV Application Commentary—John (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan, 2000), 506.

 2 See also Romans 14:10 and 2 Corinthians 5:10.
 3  Charles R. Swindoll, Swindoll’s New Testament Insights: Insights on John 

(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010), 327.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Ask members to recall at least one time in their lives when God did not 
answer their prayers the way they wanted Him to. Ask if they were able 
to pray that if God wanted to allow this to happen in their life, could He 
show them the good that could come from this experience? Allow time 
for a few members to share their experience with this kind of prayer.  

 2.  Remind members that God often allows things to happen in our lives 
that He is able to redeem for good. This is certainly what happened in 
our study for today in the life of Jesus. Let’s see what we can learn from 
Jesus that will help strengthen our faith in the goodness of God.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Divide the class into two groups. Ask group one to find evidence in John 
19:5-16 that the religious leaders believed they were in control of what 
happened to Jesus. Ask group two to find evidence that Pilate thought 
he was in charge of these events in the life of Jesus. After sufficient time 
call for reports from each group that should include the following:

  Group 1—

   a.  The religious leaders demanded to have Jesus crucified (19:6a).

   b.  The religious leaders felt they were on solid ground because of 
their law (19:7).

   c.  The religious leaders could use manipulation of Pilate to accom-
plish their goal (19:12).

   d.  The religious leaders used their supposed allegiance to Caesar to 
keep them in control of what happened to Jesus (19:15.)
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   e.  The religious leaders felt they had maintained complete control of 
these events since they were able to have Jesus crucified (19:16).

  Group 2—

   a.  Pilate at first thought he had control of this situation with Jesus 
(19:5). He felt that his decision to have Jesus whipped and humil-
iated would be enough to satisfy the Jews.

   b.  Pilate felt he had maintained control of these events by declaring 
Jesus innocent (19:6b and 12a).

   c.  Pilate declared his power over what happened to Jesus (19:8-10).

   d.  Pilate took his place on the platform of judgment that proved he 
was still in control of these events (19:13).

   e.  Pilate took it upon himself to declare Jesus as king of the Jews 
(19:14-15).

   f.  Pilate finally realized he was not in control after all (19:16).

 4.  Read verse 11 and ask members how this verse reveals the following:

   a. Who is really in control of what is happening.

   b.  Who was guilty of the greater sin.  

   In other words, God was in complete control of what would happen 
to Jesus and the punishment for those who thought they were in con-
trol.

Encourage Application

 5.  Remind members of how God answered the prayer of Jesus for God’s 
name to be glorified. God ultimately redeemed this situation for the 
salvation of all humankind. Then ask members to listen for how God 
brought His redemption to the following situations:
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  a.  An incurable cancer gave someone the opportunity to witness to sev-
eral people.

  b.  The death of a loved one gave someone the opportunity to impact 
others with their trust in God and His promises.

  c.  The loss of a job gave someone the opportunity to reveal their faith in 
God to provide them with another job.

  d.  A rebellious child gave someone the opportunity to show God’s un-
conditional love.

 6.  Allow time for others to share some of their experiences with the kind 
of faith prayer that was discussed at the beginning of this session.  

 7.  Close with a time of prayer thanking God for His redemption of all that 
happens in our lives.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Begin by asking members to name the two types of sinners that came to 
Jesus during His ministry. Write them on a marker board as named. The 
responses should be something similar to the following: (1) religious 
leaders and (2) sinners. Then ask members in what way do these two 
types of people still exist in our day? (We have sinners who have turned 
toward the world and away from God. We have works-based religions 
with followers who are trying to earn God’s favor.)

 2.  Then share the following: Let’s discover how both of these groups put Jesus 
on the cross and why they continue to reject Christ in our day.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Before reading the focal passage ask members to listen for how desper-
ately the religious leaders and Pilate fought to save their way of life. 
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Allow time for them to share their responses, which may include the 
following:

  a.  Pilate was desperate to keep this incident from ruining him. He had 
Jesus whipped in an effort to appease the religious leaders so he 
could free Jesus and be done with this whole affair.

  b.  The religious leaders saw Jesus as a threat to their way of life, which 
included their religion, their manipulation of God’s laws for their 
own benefit, and their lucrative way of making a living.

  c.  On several occasions Pilate declared Jesus not guilty of any wrongdo-
ing so he could remove himself from this desperate situation.

  d.  The religious leaders were so desperate to remove Jesus as a threat to 
them, they broke their own laws to have Him crucified.

  e.  Pilate was more concerned for his own welfare than for the welfare of 
an innocent man.

  f.  The religious leaders even went so far to declare their loyalty to Cae-
sar and to blackmail Pilate into doing their bidding.

  g.  Pilate revealed what was most important to him (his position and his 
personal welfare) as he finally agreed to have Jesus crucified.

 4.  Ask, What was the greatest sin committed by these two types of sinners? 
(The religious leaders rejected Jesus because they could not accept their 
need of a Savior. They had their religion to save them. Pilate rejected 
Jesus because he was more interested in the way of the world than be-
coming a follower of Christ.)
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Encourage Application

 5.  Ask members to share evidence that these same sinful philosophies are 
at work in our day. For example:

  a.  There are many works-based religions that refuse to accept Christ as 
the Son of God.

  b. More and more people are turning away from God to the way of the 
world.

 6.  Ask, Why should this encourage us to share the Gospel more faithfully? (The 
majority of our world is in desperate need of a Savior.)

 7.  Close with a time of prayer for members to recommit themselves to 
sharing the Gospel on a more regular basis.
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John 19:17-27
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the Cross
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Jesus cares for us during the most 
painful experiences of our lives.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

What is my reaction to the Cross?
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To encourage adults to understand 
the Cross reveals the ultimate exam-
ple of God’s grace

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

The Gospel of John is a practical treatment of the life of Jesus Christ. While 
the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) focus on the public and 
prominent miracles, speeches, and sayings of Jesus, John focuses primar-
ily on Jesus’ personhood. This is the identity with which people can relate. 
John’s descriptions of Jesus give insight into how believers should respond 
to His works and His teachings.

John opens his gospel by introducing Jesus as “the Word” (John 1:1). 
John identifies Jesus as “the Word” by saying, “the Word became flesh and 
made His dwelling among us” (John 1:14). The close connection between 
John, the beloved disciple, and Jesus, the Word, is readily seen in John’s de-
tailed description of the crucifixion. While the other gospels describe the ag-
ony associated with crucifixion, John brings to light more information con-
cerning his purpose for writing—that of making sure the reader understood 
Whom was being crucified so they may believe (John 20:30-31). The man 
hanging on the cross between two thieves was not an ordinary person found 
guilty of accused crimes. He was the Son of God, the Messiah, the Savior, and 
the very Word of God.

John’s account did not concentrate on the horrors of crucifixion. In fact, 
John gives very little information about Jesus carrying the cross to Golgotha. 
It was indeed customary in Roman crucifixions for the prisoner to carry their 
own cross. In Matthew 27:32, Mark 15:21, and Luke 23:26, the Gospel writ-
ers describe how Simon, a passerby, was recruited to carry the cross part 
of the way. John did not mention this detail at all. Rather, he concentrated 
on drawing the reader into the scene of the cross by simple statements and 
thoughts describing the overall event. The details concerning Pilate’s mes-
sage on the sign, the clothes that were divided, and the focus on family all 
pointed to a loving Savior and King. This Savior was loving to all people, and 
He loved them to the end (John 13:1).
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Interpreting the Scriptures

The Crucifixion of Jesus (19:17-18)

19:17. The end of the previous verse indicates “the soldiers took charge of 
Jesus.” This point comes into focus just a few verses later with the dividing of 
the garments the Lord Jesus was wearing. When a prisoner was turned over 
to be crucified, typically four soldiers (legionnaires) were involved, as well as 
a centurion. Make no mistake, this was the execution squad. Crucifixion in-
volved the prisoner carrying the crossbeam (patibulum), which was on the 
torn shoulders of the prisoner. In this case, the shoulders of Jesus were torn 
due to the scourging He endured. The crossbeam weighed over 100 pounds. 
The pain the Lord Jesus suffered is hard to imagine. The “Context” of this 
lesson indicated the Synoptic Gospels include Simon carrying the crossbeam 
part of the way. John does not mention this, only that Jesus carried His own 
cross. The procession left Pilate’s judgment seat to somewhere outside the 
city, which the Bible calls “the place of the Skull.” The tradition in place is that 
prisoners would be led on the longest route possible to increase the amount 
of pain endured.

19:18. The placement of Jesus between two thieves, “one on each side and 
Jesus in the middle,” is significant. This was a position intended to disgrace 
Jesus even further. This placement providentially fulfills a prophecy of Isaiah: 
“[He] was numbered with the transgressors. For He bore the sin of many and 
made intercession for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12). During the crucifix-
ion, Jesus was laid upon the crossbeam as spikes were driven through His 
hands or wrists. The crossbeam was then put into place while His legs (typi-
cally feet or ankles) were nailed, leaving enough flex in the knees to allow the 
prisoner to be able to lift his weight to permit breathing. The excruciating act 
of pushing up and down to get air into the lungs was made even more painful 
due to the legs being nailed into place. These are details John did not include 
in his gospel, perhaps because his immediate audience would already be quite 
familiar with the horrors of crucifixion. What is known is that this method 
of death was going to be humiliating, slow, and painful. Crucifixion was an 
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agonizing way to die, designed to increase suffering. The nailing of the feet 
(perhaps sideways based on a skeleton unearthed near Jerusalem1) caused 
the body to be turned sideways resulting in the lungs filling up with moisture, 
and the victim ultimately drowning in fluid.

A Kingly Claim (19:19-22)

19:19-20. Verse 19 indicates that “Pilate had a notice prepared…” The sign 
that accompanied most crucifixion victims was fastened to the cross as a way 
of communicating not only the crime committed, but also as a deterrent to 
others who might be tempted to commit the same offense. The message Pi-
late communicated was ironic in that he announced to the world, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, The King of the Jews.” Pilate posted this announcement in three 
languages, ensuring the statement was clear to all. Aramaic was the language 
of the locals, Latin was for the Roman officials who resided there, and Greek 
was for the rest of the Mediterranean population who lived there. The inten-
tion was clear—Pilate was mocking the title of Jesus as being King in a place 
where only Caesar was king. However, there is no crime listed in the wording 
of the sign. Little known to Pilate, he actually solidified the standing of Jesus 
as the true Lord and King.

19:21-22. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate concerning the 
message on the sign, which would be read by many people passing by. The 
intent of the priests was to charge Jesus with a crime, not to indicate that He 
may actually have been the “King of the Jews.” The religious leaders wanted 
Jesus to be known as a pretender. Pilate, however, remained steadfast in his 
determination and planning of the sign. Pilate definitively answered, “What 
I have written, I have written.” The religious leaders were irate. This direct 
and non-negotiable answer was another act of Pilate to not only insert his 
authority, but to mock the Jews for their concern over this man of whom he 
could find no fault.
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Casting Lots Over Clothes (19:23-24)

As was the custom, the clothing of the victims of crucifixion became the 
property of the executioners. Jesus’ clothes consisted of a headdress (tur-
ban), outer robe, sash or girdle, sandals, and a long tunic known as the “un-
dergarment” in this passage. The first four items were divided evenly, but the 
soldiers, being four, were saddled with a dilemma over what to do with the 
fifth garment, made out of one piece of material and having no seams that 
could easily be divided. They decided “by lot” for the undergarment, thereby 
fulfilling another of the twenty prophecies that were fulfilled just during the 
crucifixion of our Lord. Psalm 22:18 describes the scene of the crucifixion in 
detail and the prophecy—“They divide my clothes among them and cast lots 
for my garment.” The casting of lots was a common practice of gambling in 
that day.

It is very interesting that John brought out the fact of God’s interest in 
the acknowledgement of the fulfilling of this prophecy written by David. The 
clothing might seem like a minor detail, but it brings even more evidence of 
the humility suffered by our Lord Jesus. The accuracy of the prophecies de-
scribing His death, even down to what happened to the last property Jesus 
owned on earth—His clothes, highlights and fulfills the Word of God.

The Emphasis on Family (19:25-27)

The Synoptic Gospels and the Gospel of John describe the witnesses of the 
crucifixion of our Lord. John focused on the family connections at the foot of 
the Cross. Being known as “the disciple whom He loved” placed emphasis on 
the human part of the emotions of the moment (19:26). He brought to light 
that even in His dying moments, Jesus cared for those that were His.

Most scholars agree this portion of Scripture highlights the commitment 
of Mary, the mother of Jesus, to the Apostle John. Joseph had probably al-
ready died by this time, as he is not mentioned in the latter part of the life of 
Christ. Jesus also knew His half-brothers had not yet made a commitment to 
Him. The feeling of commitment as described by John is obviously mutual, 
as John indicates, “From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.”
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Focusing on the Meaning

 
The fear of the unknown grips each of us during our lifetime. The uncertain 
outcome of a set of circumstances or an event can bring overwhelming anx-
iety in followers of Jesus Christ. For a moment, think of Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, and John, the beloved disciple, as they watched the unfolding of 
the crucifixion. They watched their loved one die! The fear they must have 
felt and the dismay they must have experienced would have been stagger-
ing. Jesus had told them He would rise in three days. Did they truly believe? 
Would you have believed? Yet in this moment of angst, Jesus chose to com-
municate love and compassion to His mother. The statement Jesus made to 
John, “here is your mother” resulted in the care of Mary from that moment 
forward. With this statement Jesus restored John, while at the same time 
taking care of His mother.

In Jesus’ most agonizing moments His concern was not for Himself, but 
for those whom He loved. Our actions should follow the example of Jesus 
when we are faced with crisis. First Peter 5:7 should be our banner: “Cast all 
your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.” Jesus taking our anxieties 
upon Himself is a first step to conquering the fear of the unknown.

NOTES

 1 The Expositor’s Bible Commentary. Volume 9. 1981. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan Publishing. Page 181.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Remind members that we can either look at life’s events through the 
eyes of the world or with eyes of faith. We will either see Satan is in 
control of our fate or God is in control of our lives. Ask for some to share 
experiences of this truth they have experienced.

 2.  Remind the members of our previous lesson where we saw how God was 
in control of all that was happening to Jesus. Jesus was not a helpless 
victim. Let’s bring our eyes of faith to this study to see how God was at 
work.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Divide the class into two listening groups. Ask group one to listen, as 
the focal passage is read, through the eyes of the world. What would 
they see? Ask group two to listen through eyes of faith and share what 
they see.

 4.  Ask for each group to share what they see as you examine each section 
of verses. Following are some suggested responses:

  a.  19:17-18 and 23-24. Group one will see the soldiers were in charge 
of making Jesus an example to the crowd of what happens to those 
who are rebellious against Rome. Group two will see that prophecies 
from God are being fulfilled.

  b.  17:19-22. Group one will see that Pilate is revealing his desire to 
mock the Jews. He knows they will hate seeing this sign. Group two 
will see that God is using this sign, in all the languages of that day, 
to show that Jesus is not only the king of the Jews but of all human-
kind.
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  c.  17:25-27. Group one will see how sad and hopeless it was for those 
close to Jesus to see Him crucified. Group two will see that Jesus was 
making provision for His mother to relieve her suffering. Jesus was 
also preparing them for His future provision for their spiritual needs.

 5.  Ask members how it would have been such a wonderful blessing for 
those who stood near the cross to have witnessed this crucifixion 
through eyes of faith?

Encourage Application

 6.  Ask members to name some of the current events bothering them most. 
As these are being suggested, ask, How can this study help us with these 
events?

    (With eyes of faith we would be able to trust God with all of these 
situations rather than staying in a state of worry and despair.)

 7.  Take at least one example of a life situation such as the growing number 
of mass shootings and ask members to discuss how our lesson applica-
tion can help us deal with this problem. Suggestions may include the 
following:

  a.   Through eyes of faith, we can see how God can make the world more 
aware of just how evil a person can become without Christ in their 
lives.

  b.   Through eyes of faith, we can see how God can cause our society to 
make our citizens more secure from such killings.

  c.   Through eyes of faith, we can see how God is speaking to the hearts 
of many unbelievers about the need for Christ in their lives in order 
to believe in the certainty of Heaven for themselves and their loved 
ones.

  d.   Through eyes of faith, we can see how God is providing opportunities 
for Christians to share their faith with those who are in a state of 
despair.
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 8.  Close with a time of prayer for each of us to remain sensitive to how 
God is at work even in the midst of life’s most difficult situations.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Ask members why it is difficult to count on the reliability of eyewit-
ness accounts of what they think they saw in a particular situation. (The 
truth is that many times people seeing the same thing will have seen it 
in entirely different ways.)

 2.  Ask members how this can be such a problem in our justice system? 
(Many times, innocent people are punished for a crime they did not 
commit.) Share with members, We will see how eyewitnesses viewed the 
incidents in our Scripture passage for this study and how wrong they were 
about what they were seeing.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Read the focal passage and ask members to identify the three primary 
witnesses mentioned in this passage. (The soldiers, Pilate, and the fol-
lowers of Jesus.) Assign and distribute to three people to read one of 
the following eye-witness testimonies.

  a.  I was one of the soldiers who participated in the crucifixion of the 
man called Jesus. I saw Him as just another example of how the Ro-
man government was reminding the people of what happens to those 
who are not cooperative with government rules and procedures. I did 
not see any difference between this man and the two thieves who 
were crucified with Him. Four of us decided to throw dice to deter-
mine which of us would get His seamless robe. I did not win the bet 
but can only hope to have better luck next time. I really saw nothing 
that unusual about this, just another crucifixion.
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  b.  My name is Pilate. I was there on the day of this crucifixion that I 
thought never should have taken place. I tried four times to release 
Jesus, but the religious leaders blackmailed me to agree with their 
plan to have Him crucified. As a way of getting back at them, I decid-
ed to place a sign over Jesus’ head that said, “Jesus of Nazareth, the 
King of the Jews.” I loved the way this seemed to irritate them.

  c.  My name is John. I was there that day with several of the women 
who were followers of Jesus. I felt hopeless and helpless to change 
this situation but felt that I needed to be there. Just as I was at my 
lowest point, Jesus turned to me and asked me to take care of Mary, 
His mother. Of course, I agreed to do this and could not help but 
marvel that Jesus could be thinking of anyone but Himself during 
this terrible ordeal. What would become of us without Him?

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 4.  Ask members to share what these eyewitnesses did not see. (The sol-
diers did not see they were simply fulfilling Scripture. Pilate did not 
see the truth in his sign. Jesus would indeed become the king of all 
humankind. The followers of Jesus could not see Sunday morning. They 
failed to fully accept what Jesus had told them about His crucifixion and 
resurrection.)

Encourage Application

 5.  Remind members of the importance of sharing their eyewitness ac-
counts of how they came to believe in Jesus as the Savior of the world. 
Each of us can see clearly what God accomplished for each of us that 
day when Jesus was crucified. Ask for some to share their eyewitness 
account.

 6.  Close with a time of challenge for members to share their eyewitness 
accounts with others more freely.



lesson 6

Focal Text

John 19:28-30
Background

Hebrews 2:14-15; 
1 Peter 1:18-19

The End of 
the Beginning

MAIN IDEA

The Cross is where the full force of 
God’s judgment against sin fell.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Is my sin debt paid in full?

TEACHING AIM

To understand that when Jesus died, 
He became sin for us

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

In this passage of Scripture, we arrive at Jesus final breath on the cross. Re-
member, John’s gospel sprinkles philosophical, theological, and Christolog-
ical insights throughout his writing. The philosophy reminds us that Jesus 
is the Word (logos, John 1:1-4). John shows Jesus as the life, an eternal and 
spiritual life that gives meaning, peace, hope, and joy to life. The theology 
carries John’s theme of life and light that delivers forgiveness through the 
single sacrifice of Christ on the cross. The life of Christ in His person and 
work climax in His saving work on the cross. The light illuminates resurrec-
tion, joy, and the Spirit of God at work in the follower of Christ (John 11, 
14–17). The Christological focus places Christ at the center of John’s narra-
tives, the world, human life, and the life of His disciples. Christ is the Word 
who became flesh, lived among us, full of grace and truth, and the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:14; 1:29).

John’s gospel unveils Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. These three 
Scripture verses (John 19:28-30) fulfill the prophetic words of the prophets 
like Isaiah. John, along with the other gospel writers, reveals Jesus as Isaiah’s 
suffering servant wounded for our transgressions (Isaiah 53:5), the crucified 
Christ who forgives sin and washes us as white as snow (Isaiah 1:18), and 
the sacrifice delivering eternal life and peace (Isaiah 53:7-12). John’s writes 
his narrative account with simple, clear, authoritative words. The simplicity 
of words in no way diminishes the audacity, authority, power, and impact of 
Christ’s death on the Cross. Christ came to give abundant life (John 10:10).

Interpreting the Scriptures

(Need titles)

19:28. John quoted Jesus as saying in John 7:8, “My time (kairos) has not 
yet fully come.” Two Greek words indicate time: (1) chronos, chronological 
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time; and (2) kairos, a season of time or a significant event in time. Chronos 
speaks to a specific time, your calendar, your dentist appointment at 10:30 
a.m. on Monday, or your dinner with friends at a restaurant at 5:30 p.m. 
Kairos often relates to as season of time, an eye-opening event, or a time of 
opportunity. The “everything or all” of verse 28 addresses the kairos of time, 
the season of Christ’s life on earth ending, the fulfillment of God’s will to 
bring salvation to all humankind, and the opportunity for people to respond 
to Christ’s redeeming work on the Cross. Christ’s time (kairos) had come.

Christ “accomplished” or completed His work. The Greek language indi-
cated Christ’s work on the Cross covered the past, present, and future. The 
kairos of Christ-time transformed the chronos of all-time. The Greek word 
used is teleo. The word means finished, completed, performed, or to pay a 
debt or obligation. Christ in time finished His work, He fulfilled His purpose, 
and did all the things God had planned for Him. Christ completed His work 
on the Cross and paid a debt, that is, paid the price for our sins (Isaiah 53:5). 
He became our sacrificial lamb.

Christ’s kairos-act on the Cross fulfilled the Scripture of the prophets, 
Jesus as the Lamb and Messiah, Jesus as the Life and Light of the world, and 
Jesus as the Savior (1 Timothy 4:10). But it also fulfilled the Psalmist (Psalm 
69:21) words, “…and [they] gave me vinegar for my thirst.” Jesus thirsted so 
His followers will never thirst again (John 4:14).

19:29. Soldiers placed a vessel or cup of cheap, sour wine before Christ. 
One of the soldiers forced the sour drink upon Him. The parallel details of 
Scripture create interesting facts. Jesus refused the drugged wine mixed with 
myrrh (Mark 15:23). But He did not refuse this sour wine. Soldiers often 
brought cheap and diluted sour wine for refreshment during their duties. 
Such wine the soldiers gave to Jesus.

Again, parallel details ignite scholarly debate over hyssos and hyssop. Did 
the soldiers take a spear or javelin (hyssos in Greek; pilum in Latin), place a 
sponge at its end, dip it in the wine, and give it to Jesus? Or did the soldiers 
use a hyssop (hyssop, plant with a long limb or wood tied together), attach a 
sponge to it, dip it, and give the wine to Jesus? Moses used a hyssop to seal 



Lesson 6: The End of the Beginning 69 

the covenant and to sprinkle the blood of calves and goats as an act of purifi-
cation for the people (Exodus 24:6-8; Hebrews 9:19-20).

King David in his Psalm of repentance and forgiveness used the word 
hyssop in his prayer, saying, “Cleanse me with the hyssop and I will be clean; 
wash me…” (Psalm 51:7). Levitical priests used hyssop as part of their rites 
of ritual cleansing for lepers (Leviticus 14:4, 6, 49). Exodus 12:22 designated 
the hyssop as used by the Jews in Egypt to sprinkle the blood on the door-
frames of their houses before the death angel passed over. Jews commemo-
rated this event as Passover, the blood of a sacrificed lamb on the doorframe 
as preserving the Jews lives and setting them free to leave Egypt. Regardless 
of the translation hyssos or hyssop, the truth resonates: Jesus as the Sav-
ior, the Light and Life, Jesus as the Lamb of God gave His life, His blood to 
cleanse from sin, to set people free by His grace, and to give them eternal life.

First Peter 1:18-19 showed Jesus as the Lamb who shed His blood: “For 
you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that 
you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your 
ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or 
defect.” First Peter reinforced John’s gospel by using the word “redeemed.” It 
also translates “ransomed,” carrying the two-fold idea that Christ made an 
exchange, His life, and that Christ paid the penalty or price for our sins.

The apostle Paul wrote to Titus and informed him that Christ’s ransom, 
His redemption, inspired the follower of Christ to appreciate God’s grace, to 
live right, and to wait or look intently for the blessed hope of Christ: “For the 
grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to 
say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, up-
right and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself 
a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good” (Titus 2:11-14).

Hebrews 2:14-15 expands on this concept of redemption’s freedom 
through Christ: “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in 
their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who 
holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free those who all their 
lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.”
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Christ suffered in many ways. From the crown of thorns placed on Jesus’ 
head, to the spear in His side, to Roman soldiers and others mocking Jesus, 
to soldiers gambling at Jesus’ feet for His purple robe, to His nail-pierced feet 
and hands, to His human suffering of agony and pain, to the sour wine and 
vinegar, Jesus suffered for humankind, for you, and for me. Again, John’s 
simple words in no way undervalues the power of Christ’s death.

19:30. After Jesus received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” The one Greek 
word teleo encompasses the three English words (“It is finished”). John 
also used the word teleo in verse 19:28. In verse 28, John told the reader of 
Christ’s work that it is complete. In verse 30, Jesus announces it for all to 
hear. Jesus spoke then gave up His spirit. The words “gave up” also indicate 
that Jesus “gave back” His spirit. The word indicates restoration. Jesus died, 
but He also gave back His spirit to God. His death began the beauty of restor-
ing lives through His sacrificial salvation. His end created a new beginning 
beyond the shadow of the cross and in the light and life of His resurrection.

Matthew, Mark, and Luke record the tearing of the Temple veil (Matthew 
27:51-56; Mark 15:38-41; Luke 23:45-49). A Roman soldier known as a cen-
turion declared Jesus as the Son of God (Matthew 27:54). Women, followers 
of Jesus, looked on (Mark 15:38-41). People in the crowd beat their breasts 
as a sign of disbelief and grief (Luke 23:48). Matthew noted an earthquake, a 
shaking of the earth took place (Matthew 27:54). No doubt, Christ shook the 
world, awakened people in an earthquake of their souls, and opened Heaven 
and earth as a door for people to know Him personally by grace through sal-
vation.

Jesus breathed His last, but truly this was just the beginning.

Focusing on the Meaning

As I write, I think of people I have known who have come to Christ. I think 
of those I baptized. I think of lives changed, the church, and Christ’s joy to 
the world. John 19:28-30 might make us ponder Christmas, Christ’s life, His 
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parables, His teachings, His shocking words, His love, His Cross, and the res-
urrection.

As a practical matter, John 19 leads us to Exodus 15:13, “In your unfail-
ing love you will lead the people you have redeemed. In your strength you will 
guide them to your holy dwelling.” The Cross of Christ leads us to God’s un-
failing love demonstrated. Like the children of Israel in Egypt, Christ sets His 
people free. His unfailing love carries us toward His grace, which inspires us 
to gratitude. Grace always carries us to a spirit of gratitude and thanksgiving. 
We give thanks for Christ’s redemption, His sacrificial act on our behalf, His 
suffering for our sin. We seek Christ. We live for Him. We confess our sin. We 
serve Christ and others. We daily pursue Christ’s glory. We cling to His hope. 
We pray. We ask God for daily strength. And, finally, we look intently for the 
blessed hope of Christ, eager to do good (Titus 2:11-14).
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Begin with a reading of 2 Timothy 4:7, which says, “I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” Remind mem-
bers that Paul said this toward the end of his life when he knew his time 
was short on the earth. Ask members to recall if they have been able to 
be with a Christian who expressed this same kind of assurance as they 
became aware of the short time they had to live. Ask members to share 
what such a testimony meant or would mean to them.

 2.  Share with members, We will hear similar words from our Savior in the 
study for today as He realized that His time on this earth was over. 
We will see how Christ faithfully finished His race, which will challenge 
each of us to renew our focus on the work that God has called us to do.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Write the following verses on slips of paper to be distributed to class 
members at the beginning of the Bible study session: Hebrews 9:14; 
John 2:11; John 9:7; John 9:4-5; John 8:26, 32; John 17:9-11; John 
6:29, 40; and John 17:1. Print more than one copy of each verse if you 
have more than eight present or ask some to take more than one verse 
if you have fewer than eight.

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 4.  Read the focal verses, which tell us Jesus knew His work was finished. 
He then breathed His last and released His spirit. Ask, When Jesus 
made this declaration, to what mission or work was He referring? Then 
call on members to read their assigned verses in the following order 
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and ask the class to summarize each aspect of Jesus’ work referred to in 
these verses:

  a.   Hebrews 9:14—Jesus lived a perfect life so he could become the per-
fect sacrifice for our sins.

  b.   John 2:11—This was the first of many miracles performed by Jesus.

  c.   John 9:7—Jesus healed many people of their physical and spiritual 
infirmities.

  d.  John 9:4-5—Jesus did the works of God.

  e.  John 8:26, 32—Jesus taught God’s Word.

  f. John 17:9-11—Jesus prepared His disciples for their work.

  g.  John 6:29, 40—Jesus was sent by God.

  h. John 17:1—Jesus went to the Cross willingly.

 5.  Then ask members what additional truth is found in John 19:28? (Jesus 
did one more act to fulfill Scripture. This serves as yet another proof 
that this crucifixion was according to the will of God.)

Encourage Application

 6.  Ask members to evaluate their lives considering the works done by Je-
sus. Ask them to determine some questions they can ask themselves to 
help with this time of evaluation such as the following:

  a.  Is it the goal of my life to follow Christ’s example of how I am to live?

  b.  Do I see God at work in my life in miraculous ways?

  c.  Do I remain sensitive to the needs of those around me in order to 
help them find new life in Christ?

  d.  Am I doing the works of God in my daily life?

  e.   Am I a good student of God’s Word, and do I participate in the teach-
ing of that Word?

  f.  Do I sense the power of the Holy Spirit as I try to serve God?

  g.  Do I see the crucifixion story with eyes of faith?
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   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 7.  Close with a time of prayer for members to recommit themselves to 
doing the work of God in their lives.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Remind members that one part of nearly every funeral is a time of shar-
ing a summary of a person’s life that we call a eulogy. The definition of a 
eulogy is that it is a word of praise for someone. From personal experi-
ence with eulogies, I have found it is easier to write words of praise for 
some people than it is for others. Remind members they are now in the 
process of providing material for their own eulogy. Ask members what 
difference this should make in the way they live their lives?

 2.  Share with members, We will identify four aspects of the eulogy for 
Christ that can be found in the focal passage for this study. Let’s see 
if we can discover four guidelines we can apply to our own lives as we 
write our personal eulogies.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Before reading the focal passage, ask members to listen for the four ma-
jor aspects of Jesus’ life that are mentioned in these verses. Allow time 
for members to share what they heard. Their responses should be simi-
lar to the following:

  a.  Jesus completed the work God sent Him here to do (19:28a). “Je-
sus knew his mission was now finished.” Ask members to summarize 
what this mission was.

  b.  Jesus fulfilled Scripture (19:28b). Ask members to share some of the 
prophecies Jesus fulfilled during His life and during the time He was 
on the Cross.
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  c.  Jesus knew it was God’s time for Him to die (19:29-30a). Ask mem-
bers what caused His death. (Jesus’ physical body had to die in order 
to make it possible for each of us to be forgiven of our sin and live 
forever with God. Jesus became sin so He could be the perfect sacri-
fice and become the victor over sin.)

  d.  Jesus released His spirit (19:30b). Ask members what this means to 
each of them. (This was not a reference to the Holy Spirit but a ref-
erence to His soul. This was the part of Him that sin could not touch 
and that would live forever.)

 4.  Ask members to name some other words of praise that could be added 
to this eulogy of Jesus. (Jesus lived a perfect life. Jesus ministered to 
the lives of many people. Jesus taught God’s Word in a perfect way. Je-
sus spent a great deal of His time mentoring those who were His disci-
ples. Jesus gave to the world the guidelines for living a purposeful life.)

Encourage Application

 5. Ask members to determine how the four aspects mentioned in these 
verses can become guidelines to impact our own eulogies. For example:

  a.  Each of us has been given a work by God to give purpose for our lives. 
Are we remaining faithful to that purpose?

  b.  God gave each of us His Word to be applied to our lives. Are we good 
students of the Word?

  c.  God knows the time for our departure. Are we staying close to God so 
we will be prepared when that time will come?

  d.  God gave each of us a spirit that will live forever. Do we believe what 
God’s Word says about death and eternity?

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 6.  Close with a time of prayer for members to ask God to help them remain 
sensitive to how they are writing the eulogy for their lives.



lesson 7

Focal Text

John 19:31-37
Background

Psalm 69:20; Jeremiah 
17:13; Isaiah 53:4-6

The Blood 
and the Water

MAIN IDEA

Jesus’ heart was broken in the pro-
cess of dying for us.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Was it my sin that nailed Jesus to the 
Cross?

TEACHING AIM

To understand that Jesus did not die 
FROM a broken heart; He died WITH 
a broken heart

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

It seems strange that Peter would write these words to the early church: “But 
rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you 
may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed” (1 Peter 4:13). First, rejoice 
in Christ’s sufferings. Second, rejoice that you share in Christ’s sufferings. 
Third, engage Christ’s suffering so one day you may be overjoyed. Share in 
Christ’s suffering and mix in a little joy.

Jesus suffered as the author of salvation (Hebrews 2:10). The Apostle 
Paul wrote to a young Timothy, both young in age and in the ministry, shock-
ing words: “Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of 
God (2 Timothy 1:8). Paul also acknowledged his personal suffering in chains 
with a joyous musical note of hope: the word (the grace) of God is not chained 
(2 Timothy 2:9). Peter added, “Do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 
come on you to test you…” (1 Peter 4:12). Paul, never one to miss an oppor-
tunity to see the good in life’s challenges (Romans 8:28), noted that suffering 
produces perseverance (Romans 5:3). Paul’s choice of Greek words brings out 
the strong contrast: “Even though we are crushed like grapes in a crucible, we 
can still develop patience, the ability to stay under the load and carry on like 
a donkey loaded with goods climbing a steep hill” (John Duncan).

No one likes suffering, but the context of this focal passage in John’s 
gospel reveals that Christ’s suffering anticipates joy.

The prophet Isaiah revealed the truth about Christ. He was bruised, 
crushed for our iniquities, and a man of sorrows who carried our sin upon 
Himself (Isaiah 53:4-6). Isaiah clarified Christ’s suffering, “Surely he took up 
our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, 
stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he 
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on 
him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the in-
iquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:4-6).
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John’s gospel in verses 19:31-37 described Jesus’ suffering and the ritu-
als surrounding His death on the Cross.

Interpreting the Scriptures

A New Way in Christ (19:31-37)

19:31-33. John mentioned the Day of Preparation for the Passover in John 
19:14. Such a preparation day allowed the Jews to get everything ready for 
the Passover meal, also known as the Feast of the Unleavened Bread. Read-
iness involved purchasing food, setting the table for the meal, and other 
details for a gathering of family and friends. Passover commemorated the 
“passing over” of the death angel and the sparing of those Jews who had 
placed the blood of a sacrificial lamb on their doorposts. The first Passover 
in Egypt freed the Jews in slavery from their Egyptian oppressors. Freedom 
from bondage, a feast, joy, and gratitude to God rest at the heart of a Passover 
celebration.

Jesus’ death at the time of the Passover in Jerusalem proved quite sig-
nificant. Just as God set free the captives from Egypt, Christ set free those 
in bondage to sin from their spiritual captivity. The apostle Paul challenged 
Christians in the early church to get rid of the old leaven and surrender to the 
new, to put off the old way of living and yield to the new way in Christ: “For 
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore let us keep the Fes-
tival, not with the old bread leavened with malice and wickedness, but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians 5:7-8). Christ’s 
suffering and death opened the path toward a new way of living. The new 
way created a new relationship with Christ (like a feast) and a new spirit (joy, 
Philippians 4:4).

In verse 31, we see the mix of Jewish custom and Roman custom inter-
mingled. Some Jews asked Pilate if they might remove Jesus’ body from the 
Cross. The Jewish custom under the Old Testament law of Moses stated this 
custom clearly, “If someone guilty of a capital offense is put to death and their 
body is exposed on a pole, you must not leave the body hanging on the pole 
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overnight. Be sure to bury it that same day, because anyone who is hung on 
a pole is under God’s curse. You must not desecrate the land the LORD your 
God is giving you as an inheritance” Deuteronomy 21:22-23). The Jews did 
not want to desecrate the land with a curse. The Jews, in order to honor their 
customs and bury Jesus before the sabbath, requested the breaking of the 
legs of the victims. The Jews did not wish to dishonor their sabbath practice.

The Roman custom allowed the breaking of a crucified victim’s legs to 
accelerate death. This evil practice in the Roman world had a name: crurifra-
gium. Crucifixion meant hanging on the cross, a slow death. Crurifragium 
itself meant the breaking of the lower legs so the victim could not push up 
with his feet to free his lungs to breathe. Death occurred quickly after broken 
legs, death by suffocation.

The Roman soldiers broke the legs of the two thieves. But when they ap-
proached Jesus, looked at Him, the soldiers realized Jesus was already dead. 
They did not break His legs. Still, the brutality stunned Jesus followers. They 
grieved, mourned, even wailed loudly. This fulfilled the prophetic Scripture 
from Zechariah 12:10, “They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and 
they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly 
for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.”

19:34-35. Roman soldiers received training in methods of brutality, death, 
and the confirmation of death. The piercing of Jesus’ side (Greek pleura; 
think “pleurisy” or the rib cage area) and, more likely his heart, with a spear 
assured the Roman soldier that Jesus was indeed dead. The verse indicates 
the blood and the water spilled from Jesus’ side immediately. John’s gospel 
highlighted the importance of blood and water. “Blood” is used five times in 
John’s gospel and reveals a follower of Christ as one who “drinks” Christ’s 
blood. The language is figurative showing that eternal life, a true spiritual 
life, abiding in Christ, and true spiritual nourishment come through belief 
in Christ. His sacrifice paved the way, opened the door, and filled the heart 
of each follower of Christ (John 6:53-59). The idea of blood connects to an 
earlier statement in John (1:29) where John the Baptist declared, “Look, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” Keep in mind, again, that 
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the symbolism of Jesus as the Lamb at Passover to set His people free never 
strays far from John’s thought.

John the Baptist follows this declaration with these words, “A man who 
comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me. I myself did not 
know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be 
revealed to Israel” (John 1:30-31). “Water” in John’s gospel appears twen-
ty-six times. Jesus is the living water (John 4:10). “Living water” had its con-
nection to the prophet Jeremiah’s proclamation: “Lord, you are the hope of 
Israel; all who forsake you will be put to shame. Those who turn away from 
you will be written in the dust because they have forsaken the LORD, the 
spring of living water” (Jeremiah 17:13).

Early in John’s gospel are John the Baptist’s words and work, and his 
baptism in water of disciples came to symbolize a baptism of repentance. The 
Apostle John reinforced this powerful truth in one of his letters, “This is the 
one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water 
only, but by water and blood” (1 John 5:6). In fact, “So John the Baptist ap-
peared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgive-
ness of sins” (Mark 1:4). “Repentance” indicated the Greek idea of metanoia, 
that is, a complete change of direction.

In Christ, His blood and water, Jesus calls His followers to a new way, the 
way of forgiveness, and to a new direction, the way of Christ.

19:35-37. Next, John explained what he had reported about Christ. The 
witness and testimony rang true. Then John reaffirmed his reason for writ-
ing: that people might believe in Christ, place their faith in Him, and follow 
Him. “The Word [Jesus] became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14). John encouraged the followers to 
keep on believing in Christ.

John’s gospel, always appealing to a witness, a testimony, and the fulfill-
ment of Christ in Scripture, shows how Christ fulfilled Scripture. The gospel 
highlights the fulfillment of Scripture and a prophetic fulfillment: “Not one 
of his bones will be broken” (Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; see also 1 Corin-
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thians 5:7) and “They will look on me, the one they have pierced” (Zechariah 
12:10).

Jesus suffered on our behalf. Jesus endured the Cross for the joy set be-
fore Him (Hebrews 12:2). Jesus surrendered His life for eternal salvation 
(Galatians 4:1-7; John 19:30).

Focusing on the Meaning

Think of how Jesus suffered. The Roman lictors took a whip with a piece of 
bone at the tip and whipped and beat Jesus. People mocked Him. Soldiers 
crucified Him, one of the most brutal and horrific ways to die. His suffering 
included physical pain, but also emotional agony. The Psalmist predicted such 
agony and Scripture fulfilled the Psalmist’s plea: “Scorn has broken my heart 
and has left me helpless; I looked for sympathy, but there was none, for com-
forters, but I found none” (Psalm 69:20). Christ felt loneliness. Christ died 
with a broken heart.

Wherever a Cross can be seen, whenever the Cross comes to mind, and 
however the Cross rises in our minds and hearts, humility remains our 
response. Christ lifted up on the Cross invites us to fall down in worship. 
Blood and water flowed from Christ’s wound. The Cross became salvation. 
The Cross became healing grace. The Cross opened a fountain of life, eternal 
spring gushing a gospel of love, peace, and hope. Surprisingly, this Cross, this 
sacrifice of the Lamb of God, and this flowing fountain of living water deliv-
ered the good news of great joy to all people (Luke 2:10).

Ultimately, Jesus’ death on the Cross brought peace: “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27). God’s sacrifice of 
the Lamb of God, completed the fulness of joy, “that your joy may be com-
plete” (John 15:11). Where peace resides, joy shouts and sings the glad tid-
ings of good news.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Remind members that we are in a day when it is getting more and more 
difficult to discover the truth as mentioned in a previous study. One of 
the reasons for this is the rise of numerous conspiracy theories. Some 
are deliberately distorting the truth for their own gain. They develop 
far-fetched stories to back up their claim to know the truth about some-
thing in such a way that many people who agree with this untruth can 
find reason to support the theory. Technology and the political division 
in our country make conspiracy theories such a greater problem in our 
day.

 2.  Such a concern about a conspiracy theory was evident in our study for 
today. Let’s discover what that was and how it was handled. This may 
help us deal more effectively with such theories in our day.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Before reading Luke 27:62-66 ask members to listen for the conspiracy 
theory being promoted by the religious leaders. (They were reacting to a 
rumor that Jesus’ disciples would steal His body and spread a falsehood 
that Jesus had risen from the dead. They still considered Jesus’ life to 
be a deception and were convinced the disciples would promote this 
new deception as well. They found that Pilate was willing to act on their 
conspiracy theory and, without realizing it, added credence to the truth 
of the resurrection.)

 4. Read the focal passage and ask members to listen for how this conspir-
acy impacted the events in these verses. Write these on the chalkboard 
as they are discovered. Their findings should include the following:
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  a.  The Jewish leaders needed to make certain Jesus was dead (19:31). 
(Share background material from the Study Guide regarding the rea-
son for breaking their legs.)

  b.  The Jewish leaders were so caught up in their theory of deception 
they could not see the evil they were doing. They actually considered 
adherence to their religious rules to be more important than the life 
of three individuals, one of which was God Himself.

  c.  The fact of Jesus’ death was proven to be true (19:32-34). Actually, 
the death of Jesus had already been revealed in verse 20. (Refer to the 
Study Guide for commentary related to the significance of the blood 
and water as the soldiers pierced the side of Jesus with a sword.)

  d.  John went to great trouble to verify the truth of these events as re-
corded in his Gospel (19:35). John and others were eyewitnesses to 
what had taken place and it was important their witness and the wit-
ness of countless others could be used as proof this was no conspira-
cy theory.)

  e.  Once again, the preponderance of fulfilled Scriptures in the life and 
death of Jesus should be overwhelming proof of the fact Jesus was 
the Son of God who died for the sins of the world (19:36-37).

Encourage Application

 5.  Ask, What are some principles we can use to help us deal with conspiracy 
theories in our day? For example:

  a.  Identify the source of the theory and the reason for promoting this 
theory.

  b.  Remain sensitive to actions that are being taken to promote this the-
ory.

  c.  Determine who profits most from this theory.

  d.  Try to evaluate the integrity of those promoting this theory.

  e.  Evaluate the information available from those who are against this 
theory.
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  f.  Allow the test of time to prove the truth or falsehood related to this 
theory.

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 6. Close with a time of prayer giving thanks to God for the truth of the 
Gospel story and encourage members to renew their commitment to 
discovering the truth in all situations.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Ask members to share some of the areas of commitment that each of us 
have in our lives. (For example: to our family, to our church, to our com-
munity, to our employer, to our friends, etc.) Remind members that our 
first commitment should be to God and His plan for our lives. Challenge 
members to determine the priority of their areas of commitment and to 
be open to allowing this study to help them re-prioritize these levels of 
commitment if necessary.

 2. Say, It will be the purpose of this study to examine the levels of commitment 
in the lives of two people and two groups of people in our focal passage. We 
will then determine some ways we can strengthen our level of commitment 
to God.

Guide Bible Study

 3. Before reading the focal passage, ask members to listen for the four 
groups of people mentioned in the passage. (Their response should be 
the religious leaders, Pilate, the soldiers, and John.)
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 4.  Ask members to determine the area of commitment that seems to be 
most important in these peoples’ lives. Their responses should include 
the following:

  a.  The religious leaders were more committed to their religion than to 
the God of their religion (19:31a). They were more concerned about 
breaking their law than with breaking the legs of the Son of God. 
(Share commentary from the Study Guide regarding their religious 
concern about the Sabbath.)

  b.  Pilate was more committed to his constituents than to the God of the 
universe (19:31b). Pilate was more concerned about maintaining his 
position of power and his personal welfare than having any kind of 
commitment to God.

  c.  The soldiers were more committed to their employer than to God 
(19:32-34). They had little concern about taking the life of anyone, 
even the Son of God, if it was necessary to keep their jobs.

  d.  John was committed to the integrity of the Gospel that was to be 
shared with a lost and dying world (19:35). John and the other Gos-
pel writers were committed to fulfilling God’s will for their lives, 
which was to share the Gospel in written form with the world.

 5.  Ask, How does 19:36-37 remind us of who was in control of all these events? 
(Everything that happened was a fulfillment of Scripture, which was 
given by God to help us believe in the truth of the Gospel.)

Encourage Application

 6. Ask, What are some guidelines we can use from these examples of commit-
ment that can help each of us to maintain the right priority in our commit-
ment? Suggested guidelines are as follows:

  a.  We can maintain a certain level of commitment to our church and 
our doctrine as long as it does not surpass our commitment to God.
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  b.  We can remain committed to those we are trying to serve as long as 
we do not allow their expectations to cause us to waiver in our com-
mitment to God’s will for our lives.

  c.  We can remain committed to our employer if such a commitment 
does not result in a compromise of God’s Word in our lives.

  d.  We should maintain a high level of commitment to sharing the truth 
of the Gospel.

 7. Close with a time of prayer for members to maintain the right priority 
in their areas of commitment.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Jesus’ adversaries, the Jewish officials in Jerusalem, conspired not only to 
put a stop to His public ministry, but to do it by discrediting Him and having 
Him killed. The Apostle John narrated the account of Jesus’ last days detail-
ing Jesus’ betrayal by Judas, His arrest by the Roman soldiers in the garden, 
and His trial by Caiaphas, the high priest, and the Sanhedrin council and 
then by the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate.1 The Jewish officials wanted to 
pass Jesus off to the Romans, but Pilate did not find any grounds for Jesus’ 
execution, yet he sent Him to be flogged, hoping to appease the Jewish crowd 
and their leaders. Pilate brought Jesus back before the crowd, however, they 
called out for His crucifixion. Finally, giving the crowd what they wanted, 
Pilate had Jesus brutally tortured and sentenced Him to execution by cruci-
fixion.

Jesus’ conduct before His accusers is likely the most amazing part of the 
passion narrative. The turn of events did not surprise Jesus. He did not re-
spond anxiously or with any offense or aggression to His arrest, trials, mock-
ing, and torture. Not even the rejection He suffered at the will of the Jewish 
crowd that called for His crucifixion seemed to surprise Him. Jesus, a man 
with no political power, stunned the Roman governor with His calm respons-
es. Most surprising of all was Jesus’ challenge to Pilate’s authority, claiming 
it was God who had willed all of this to happen.

John left out much of the detail the other gospel writers included, though 
this is true of his entire gospel account rather than just the passion account. 
John made a purposeful decision in choosing what events he would include 
and what he would leave out (John 20:30-31).2 John’s account seems to focus 
specifically on Jesus’ response. John’s entire account of Jesus’ arrest, trial, 
and crucifixion points specifically to Jesus moving forward purposefully to a 
goal He was completely aware of and had accepted as being God’s will.3
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Interpreting the Scripture

Jesus’ Burial (19:38-42)

Jesus’ burial account in John, while brief, continues the theme of presenting 
Jesus as a kingly figure.4 Jesus was not a pauper to be buried in a borrowed 
tomb, but was highly respected and attended by wealthy members of the 
Sanhedrin, which was the high council in charge of Jewish affairs in Roman 
Palestine.5 It was this very council that had Jesus arrested and questioned be-
fore handing Him over to the Roman governor to be questioned and, eventu-
ally, put to death. However, both Joseph of Arimathea, who owned the tomb 
where Jesus was buried, and Nicodemus, an influential Pharisee who closely 
followed the pious nature of the Mosaic law,6 was in secret opposition to the 
leadership of the Sanhedrin that took action against Jesus.

19:38-40. Joseph of Arimathea was a wealthy and prominent member of 
the Sanhedrin council (Mark 15:43). John noted in this verse he was also a 
secret disciple of Jesus, and he feared the Jews who were in power. Joseph 
is described in all four Gospel accounts (Matthew 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; 
Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42). Matthew also notes that Joseph was a dis-
ciple of Christ, but only John calls him a secret disciple. Luke mentioned 
that Joseph was not in agreement with the plans the Sanhedrin carried out 
against Jesus (Luke 23:50-51).7 While he kept his status as a disciple of Jesus 
secret, Joseph also acted on Jesus’ behalf. He went to Pilate for permission 
to bury Jesus’ body according to Jewish custom.

The political mess that mixed Roman politics with Jewish sensibilities 
created a tension at Jesus’ burial. The Romans habitually left their crucified 
dead to rot in the open as an added shame for their crimes. However, Jewish 
custom was to have their dead buried before the coming of the Sabbath. Most 
of Jewish families buried their dead in family plots. However, criminals were 
buried separately to maintain the purity of the dead who had committed no 
offense. At the request of Jewish officials, Roman authorities would occa-
sionally allow for the bodies of crucified Jews to be buried according to the 
custom.8
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Joseph’s request was bold (Mark 15:43) and must have taken a great 
amount of courage to set himself apart from the Sanhedrin council. Joseph 
had no family relationship with Jesus that might have given him the privi-
lege to provide for Jesus’ burial. Joseph’s request should have been denied by 
Pilate, given the indictment against Jesus and the offense against Caesar in 
Jesus’ claim to be the King of the Jews. However, Pilate’s public opinion had 
been registered that the charges against Jesus were unfounded.9

Nicodemus was a Pharisee and part of the Sanhedrin council. He is the 
same Jewish ruler that came to Jesus secretly and asked Him about the 
meaning of being born again (John 3:1-21). Nicodemus’ secrecy in approach-
ing Jesus and his action of tending to Jesus’ burial indicates he was a secret 
disciple of Jesus.

John’s account does not carry a sense of judgment against these secret 
disciples, though Jesus’ words as recorded by the disciples seemed to hold 
the Pharisees in low esteem both for their refusal to confess Christ, as well as 
their love of human praise (cf. John 12:42-43).10

Nicodemus brought a king’s portion of spice for the burial. This was 
roughly 75-pounds of spice in modern U. S. customary units.11 The powdered 
myrrh resin and aromatic sandalwood (called “aloes”) was not intended for 
embalming, but as an odor barrier to cover the smell of death while the body 
was being prepared.12 John continued his depiction of Jesus as king. The 
large amount of spice appears to be common for kings and those held in high 
esteem, while such quantities would be well out of financial reach for com-
mon burials.13

Both Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus took great risk in caring for 
Jesus’ body because of their political and social standing. Additionally, John’s 
Gospel makes no mention of the women who helped with the burial (Mat-
thew 27:61; Mark 15:47; Luke 23:55). However, this, again, points to John’s 
habit of skimming over the detail he does not see as relevant to his point.14

19:41-42. The new tomb mentioned in verse 41 is believed to have belonged 
to Joseph of Arimathea (Matthew 27:57-61) and is indicated by the apostle 
Mark to have been “cut out of rock” (Mark 15:46). The Apostle Luke said that 
the tomb had never been used (Luke 23:53). Many commenters have claimed 
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this was Joseph’s family tomb; however, the apparent newness of the tomb 
could also indicate to us that Joseph had this place prepared especially for the 
burial of his king, Jesus.15 Jewish custom prohibited the body of an executed 
criminal from being laid to rest beside the bones of others. It was not likely 
that Jesus’ body would have been laid to rest in Joseph’s family tomb.16 Fam-
ily tombs were valuable property and usage of the space was creative to allow 
for as many bodies as possible to be buried. There was a burial slab where 
bodies were laid to decompose. After decomposition, the bones would have 
been collected for keeping in an ossuary, a small box that held the remains, 
which allowed for a single tomb to serve an entire family.17

The preparation for Jesus’ burial must have happened very quickly since 
Jesus died so close to the beginning of the Sabbath (Luke 23:54). The text 
indicates (verse 42) that the tomb was nearby, meaning near the place of 
the crucifixion. Scholars discuss where Jesus’ body was laid to rest. In Jeru-
salem there are two locations held to be his burial tomb. The Garden Tomb 
is outside the city walls in a location considered to be Golgotha or the hill of 
Calvary. Additionally, the Church of the Holy Sepulcher also hosts a tomb site 
that is considered by many to be the burial site.18

No matter what type of tomb Jesus’ body occupied or who owned it or 
where it was located, one thing is clear in Scripture—Jesus only occupied this 
tomb for a short period. He was raised from the dead on the third day and 
walked among the living, meeting with them, talking to them, eating with 
them, and giving them direction for the future before He ascended into the 
skies to join His Father God.19

Focusing on the Meaning

How can we live our lives as active and engaged disciples rather than being 
secret disciples? During Jesus’ ministry both Joseph of Arimathea and Nico-
demus interacted on the fringes of Jesus’ ministry. They had some interest 
and some questions, but their connection to the Jewish leadership kept them 
from engaging fully with Jesus’ ministry.
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How often do we do the same thing? We get so busy with life that we fail 
to engage with Jesus’ ministry. Much more than simply being busy, when we 
meet resistance or we are asked to get out of our comfort zone, we back off 
and fail to engage properly in ministry. We do not share our faith. We do not 
serve.

The real question is how can we get past this fear of resistance or discom-
fort and become fully engaged in the ministry of Jesus Christ? Taking action 
is the only way past this internal resistance we feel. Both Joseph and Nico-
demus were spurred to action by Jesus’ death. They believed in Jesus and se-
cretly counted themselves to be His disciples. When the time came for Jesus 
to be buried, both Joseph and Nicodemus realized they could do something 
for Him. Joseph helped by preparing a tomb where Jesus’ body could be laid 
to rest. Nicodemus brought a kingly portion of aromatic spices that could be 
used to prepare the body for burial. These both were enough to bring these 
secret disciples into the spotlight, even if only for a short time.

We can do the same thing when we are willing to take action. This is where 
the principle for this lesson is displayed. The principle is this, “our position 
determines our perspective.” This means we can change our view on things 
from a position of fear to a position of power, simply by taking action and 
moving toward engagement with the ministry of Jesus Christ.

NOTES

 1  THE CONCLUSION OF JESUS’ PUBLIC MINISTRY (CRUCIFIXION AND RESURREC-
TION) (18:1–20:31)

  Jesus’ public ministry ends at the hands of his antagonists. The narrator keeps the camera 
on Jesus as he tells how Judas betrays Jesus, which leads to Jesus’ arrest by Roman soldiers 
at the behest of certain Judean leaders. These leaders question Jesus and turn him over for 
formal disposition by the Roman leader Pilate. After debate between himself, Jesus, and 
some chief priests, Pilate has Jesus tortured and eventually executed. After Jesus dies and 
is buried, on the third day his followers come to the tomb and find it empty. Jesus appears 
to his closest followers to announce the resurrection and as confirmation that he is who he 
says he is.

  —Douglas Mangum, ed., “Lexham Context Commentary: New Testament,” Lexham Con-
text Commentary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2020), Jn 18:1–20:31.

 2  But there are also in this death story some missing subplots of the other Gospels that 
the harmonizing reader might consciously expect to appear in this narrative. Yet they are 



Lesson 8: The Burial of Jesus 97 

clearly omitted in this Johannine death story of Jesus. There is here no kiss of Judas (cf. 
Mark 14:45), no washing of the hands of Pilate (cf. Matt 27:24), no assistance in carrying 
of the cross by Simon of Cyrene (cf. Mark 15:22), no special recognition of the two who 
were crucified at the same time as Jesus except for their mere mention (cf. John 19:18 with 
Luke 23:32, 39–43 and Mark 15:27; Matt 27:38), no further recognition by Judas of his sin 
and no mention of his death (cf. Matt 27:38 with Acts 1:16–20), no cry of abandonment 
by Jesus, no ripping of Temple’s veil (cf. Mark 15:33–38 and parallels), no confession by 
the centurion that Jesus was the Son of God (cf. Mark 15:39), and no guard at the tomb to 
prevent some unlikely escape or theft by the bewildered disciples (cf. Matt 27:65–66).

  Although the harmonizing reader might imagine that these details are present in the story 
or may be troubled by their absence, such a reader must remember that John was not writ-
ing an on-the-spot news report for the twenty-first century or producing a contemporary 
blow-by-blow video of the death story. Instead, readers are reminded that this evangelist 
has made a conscious choice of the events he has included in the story (John 20:30). The 
events that have been selected are to further his purpose of presenting a convincing and 
authoritative testimony concerning the King so that these same readers might come to 
believe in Jesus and receive the gift of eternal life (20:31).

  —Gerald L. Borchert, “John 12–21, vol. 25B,” The New American Commentary (Nashville, 
TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2002), p. 215.

 3  The events chosen in this death story focus on the commanding nature of Jesus’ presence 
even in his march to death. He is not surprised by the events or shaken by their impli-
cations that they could mean his execution. Throughout the Gospel, John has presented 
Jesus as moving quite consciously toward the hour of his glorification (cf. 2:4; 4:21; 5:25; 
12:23, 27; 17:1). The serenity he therefore exhibited was built upon a knowledge of his own 
destiny with God (14:2; 17:5, 24). He was fully the King of Israel (1:49; 12:13; 19:19), even 
in dying. At the same time he was and is the sacrificial Lamb of God (1:29, 36; cf. 19:14, 31) 
who determined the moment of his own death when his work was “finished” (19:30) and 
delivered over his own spirit in the climactic act of dying to the surprise of his crucifiers 
(19:32–37; cf. Mark 15:44–45).

  —Ibid., p. 215.
 4  The way the story is presented is both exceedingly heroic and filled with irony. It ends with 

Jesus’ burial not as a criminal in a pauper’s tomb but as a king, fully spiced and entombed 
in a newly carved vault that was located in a garden (19:39–41). The story is a priceless 
piece of literature that warrants a much closer look.

  —Ibid., p. 216.
 5  SANHEDRIN (Greek συνέδριον, synedrion; Hebrew ְנַס  sanhedrin). The supreme council ,ןיִרְדֶה

in charge of Jewish affairs in Roman Palestine.
  —Douglas Mangum and Vasile Babota, “Sanhedrin,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham 

Bible Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016)
 6  PHARISEES (Φαρισαῖος, Pharisaios). Members of a Jewish party that exercised strict piety 

according to Mosaic law. The Pharisees were a sect within early Judaism, becoming active 
around 150 bc and enduring as a distinct party until being subsumed into the Rabbinic 
movement around ad 135.

  —Bradley T. Johnson, “Pharisees,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary 
(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016).
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 7  The synoptic Gospels yield information not in John: that Joseph was a member of the San-
hedrin (Mark 15:43 par.), and so a resident of Jerusalem; that he was one who looked for 
the kingdom of God (Mark 15:43; Luke 23:51); that he was rich (Matt 27:57); and that he 
dissented from the policy and actions of the Sanhedrin regarding Jesus (Luke 23:50–51).

  —George R. Beasley-Murray, “John,” vol. 36, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas, TX: Word, 
Incorporated, 1999), p. 358.

 8  Romans added to the shame of crucifixion refusal to allow those so put to death a decent 
burial. Commonly the crucified were left to vultures. Exceptions could be made only as 
an act of grace by the authorities, and that gesture to relatives who so petitioned. Usually 
the body was granted, but never when the offense was lèse-majesté. The Jews could not 
bring themselves to deny those they executed a burial, but neither did they allow such to 
be buried in family tombs, for fear of the executed contaminating those already buried in 
them. Accordingly they provided a burial place for executed criminals away from the city 
(so Jos. Ant.5.44; in Mishnaic times they provided two such places, one for those stoned 
and burned, and another for those beheaded and strangled). The request of the Jewish 
leaders in v 31 would have carried with it permission to bury the crucified men in the com-
mon grave (on this see Blinzler, Prozess Jesu, 385–94).

  —Ibid.
 9  It was therefore an uncommonly courageous act for Joseph to dissociate himself from the 

Sanhedrin and to show his sympathy with Jesus, who had been so ignominiously con-
demned and killed. He will have been aware that he had no right to make the request, since 
he was unrelated to Jesus. But he was equally aware that none of the brothers of Jesus 
would attempt to take this step. His position and wealth naturally will have commended 
him to Pilate; nevertheless he should have been denied what he asked in view of the nature 
of Jesus’ offense against Caesar. That Pilate acceded to it is in line with John’s whole ac-
count of the trial of Jesus. Pilate knew well that the charge against Jesus was unfounded, 
and so he released the body to Joseph.

  —Ibid.
 10 In view of 12:42–43 that was no compliment to Joseph. In ordinary circumstances it would 

rather have condemned him in the Evangelist’s eyes, but this was no ordinary situation.
  —Ibid.
 11  The amount surely is surprising—about a hundred Roman “pounds” (litas) of spice. That 

amount would be roughly the equivalent of sixty-five pounds of spice or nearly thirty kilo-
grams in terms of modern weights.

  —Gerald L. Borchert, “John 12–21,” p. 281.
 12  Mixture of myrrh and aloes was well known among Jews. Myrrh is a fragrant resin, often 

used by Egyptians in embalming, but by Jews rendered into powdered form; so also aloes 
are a powdered aromatic sandalwood. We read of them together in the OT, e.g., in Ps 45:8 
“Your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and powder of aloes”; in Prov 7:17 a prostitute 
spreads her bed and night clothes with them: in Cant 4:14 the cheeks of the loved one are 
like “myrrh and aloes with all the choicest spices.” Their use in connection with burial of the 
dead has nothing to do with embalming, but is to combat the inevitable putrefaction of the 
corpse and to keep it sweet smelling for a time. Nicodemus certainly intended to achieve 
that! The amount of spices that he is reported to have brought appears to us staggering in 
quantity.

  —George R. Beasley-Murray, “John,” p. 359.
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 13  The family of Nicodemus appears to have been enormously wealthy, and the bringing of 
huge amounts of spices at royal funerals was familiar to Jews. It is related in 2 Chron 16:14 
that when King Asa was buried he was “laid on a bier which had been heaped with all 
kinds of spices skillfully compounded; and they kindled a great fire in his honor.” That 
was eclipsed in the funeral of Herod the Great; according to Josephus (Ant.17.199) five 
hundred slaves bore spices in the funeral procession as they followed the army to the king’s 
burial place. More closely related is the action of the proselyte Onkelos, who is recorded as 
having burned eighty pounds of spices at the death of Gamaliel the elder. When asked why 
he had done so, he replied, citing the words of Jeremiah to Zedekiah, king of Judah: “You 
shall die in peace, and with the burnings of your fathers (the former kings) who were be-
fore you. Is not R. Gamaliel far better than a hundred kings?” (Str-B, 2:584. The incident is 
dated ca. a.d. 40–50). One may imagine the Teacher of Israel, a contemporary of Onkelos, 
echoing, “Is not Jesus far greater than all other kings?” The Evangelist thus continues the 
theme of the kingship of Jesus into the account of his burial.

  —Ibid.
 14  Mark refers to the tomb as one that was “cut out of rock” (Mark 15:46). Matthew (27:60) 

and John (19:41) indicate that it was a new tomb, and Luke (23:53) states that no one had 
been buried in it. Matthew (27:60) adds that it was Joseph’s own tomb.

  —Gerald L. Borchert, “John 12–21,” pp. 282-283.
 15  In the Synoptic Gospels it is said that the women watched the hasty burial (cf. Matt 27:61; 

Mark 15:47; Luke 23:55), and Luke adds that they departed to prepare the spices or aro-
matics and myrrh. The NIV has “perfumers” (Luke 23:56), but there is no mention of the 
women in John at this point of the story. For John the women have faded from the picture 
with the exception of the important role played by Mary Magdalene in two of the early 
resurrection pericopes (John 20:1-2, 11-18).

  —Ibid., p. 281.
 16  The tomb is stated to be a new one in which no one had been laid. The Jewish leaders would 

have been satisfied to learn of that, in view of the prohibition against burying executed 
criminals in a grave with ordinary people.

  —George R. Beasley-Murray, “John,” p. 360.
 17  To understand these statements, particularly that of Luke, one must realize that tombs 

were valuable pieces of property and were used repeatedly by families. A person was placed 
on a burial slab in the tomb until the flesh decomposed, then the bones were collected and 
put in an ossuary (a small box), which was kept in another part of the tomb. Then the burial 
slab could be reused.

  —Gerald L. Borchert, “John 12–21,” p. 283.
 18  Tourists who visit Jerusalem and the Garden Tomb, which is outside the current walls of 

the city, are not only shown a rock outcropping with cave-like gashes in the face of it near 
the bus station in East Jerusalem, but they are also informed by the caretakers that the 
place is certainly Golgotha or the hill of Calvary. More impressively, they are also shown a 
large tomb with an entry room and a side room where Jesus is said to have been laid after 
his crucifixion. The opening to the tomb is replete with a trough for a huge rolling stone 
that would have been rolled in place to cover the entrance. For most Protestants unac-
customed to the smell of incense, elaborate ornaments, and liturgical accouterments, this 
place seems to be much more appealing than the cavernous building with its numerous 
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chapels known as the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, especially since today it lies within the 
Islamic walls.

  —Ibid.
 19  It is possible that the tomb might have been one of the rarer tombs that was sealed with a 

round stone. It is also possible that it was one of the more customary types of tombs with a 
square blocking stone. Whichever kind it was and whatever was its location, Jesus occupied 
an earthly tomb for an incredibly short period of time. The reason is that God raised him 
from the dead.

  —Ibid., p. 285.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Share with members this phrase from a well-known Christian song, 
“And the cross made the difference for me.” Then ask members to share 
with the person next to them at least one difference the Cross has made 
in their life.

 2.  Ahead of time, enlist two people to read a passage of Scripture related 
to the difference the Cross made in the lives of two individuals. Ask one 
person to read Luke 23:39-43 and the other to read Mark 15:39. After 
their reading, ask each one to summarize what that difference was for 
these two people. (The thief accepted Christ as his personal Savior. The 
Roman officer expressed his belief that Jesus was, indeed, the Son of 
God.)

 3.  Then share with members, In our study for today we will discover what a 
difference the Cross made in the lives of two other individuals. We will then 
discuss ways to allow the Cross to impact more greatly each of our lives.

Guide Bible Study

 4.  Divide the class into two groups. Ask group one to discover evidence 
that the life of Joseph of Arimathea was greatly changed by the Cross 
(19:38). Ask group two to discover evidence that the life of Nicodemus 
was changed by the Cross as well (19:39). Their reports may include the 
following:

  a.   It was said of Joseph that he was a secret disciple out of fear of the 
religious leaders. He was a member of the Jewish high council, which 
was a very respected position in the community. He was afraid to 
lose that position and feared for his life.



102  THE BEAUTY OF RESORATION: The Final Days of Jesus

  b. Joseph exhibited great courage in going to Pilate.

  c.   Joseph knew the religious leaders would hear about his taking the 
body of Jesus off the Cross.

  The report about Nicodemus may include the following:

  a.  It could be said of Nicodemus that he was also a secret disciple. He 
was also a member of the high council with the same fears as those 
of Joseph.

  b.   Nicodemus came to Jesus by night so he would not be seen by the 
religious leaders.

  c.  At least Nicodemus spoke a good word in defense of Jesus as record-
ed in John 7:50-52.

  d.  Nicodemus came to the aid of Joseph and brought expensive oint-
ment to be used in the burial process. He demonstrated great cour-
age in coming forward to do the last thing that anyone could do for 
Jesus.

 5.  Ask members to share statements of thanks they would like to share 
with these two men for what they did for the body of Christ. Suggested 
statements are as follows:

  a.  Thank you, Joseph, for having the courage to make this request to 
Pilate. Such a request had to come from someone like you who was in 
a position of leadership.

  b.  Thank you, Nicodemus, for being so generous with what you brought 
for the burial of Jesus.

  c.  Thank you both for being so careful with the preparation of Jesus’ 
body for burial.

  d.  Thank you for purchasing a new tomb for His burial.

  e.  Thank you for being so careful to lay Jesus in this tomb and for roll-
ing the stone in place. No one else seemed willing to take care of 
Jesus’ body in this way.
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Encourage Application

 6.  Ask members to recall the time of sharing about their experience with 
how the Cross made a difference in their lives. Ask members to share 
some ways they can allow the Cross to make even more difference in 
their lives based on the actions of Joseph and Nicodemus. For example:

  a. By not being a secret disciple.

  b.  To have more courage to take a stand for Christ despite what others 
might do or think about us.

  c.  Do not allow our position in life to cause us to be reluctant to tell 
others about Jesus.

 7.  Close with a time of prayer and reflection about how God allowed the 
Cross to completely change the lives of so many individuals, including us.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Share the following case studies and ask members to determine what 
makes each of these a secret disciple.

  a.  I have been a Christian for many years. I enjoy going to church and 
Bible studies but do not share my faith on a regular basis out of fear 
of what others might think about me. You know Christianity is not 
popular in our day.

  b.  I have a good job but nothing about religion is allowed to be discussed 
in the workplace. I try to honor that rule but find I am allowing reluc-
tance to discuss my faith with others to affect other areas of my life 
as well.

  c.  I have a number of friends who are of a different religion than Chris-
tianity. I try to respect these differences by not discussing anything 
to do with religion with these friends.

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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 2.  After a time of discussion share with members that we will discover two 
secret disciples in our study who had their lives impacted by the death 
of Jesus. Let’s see what we can learn from their experience that can help 
us with own tendencies to be a secret disciple.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Ask members to find verses in the focal passage that support the follow-
ing statements:

  a. Joseph of Arimathea was a secret disciple out of fear (19:38a).

  b. Joseph took action that removed his “secret disciple” label (19:38b).

  c. Nicodemus was also a secret disciple (19:39a).

  d. Nicodemus allowed the cross to make him a bold disciple (19:39b).

  e. Joseph and Nicodemus did a very wonderful thing for Jesus (19:40).

  f.  Joseph and Nicodemus made provision for the body of Christ while 
continuing to show respect for their religious teaching (19:41-42).

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 4.  Ask members to discuss the following truth: “Joseph and Nicodemus 
had a great respect for Jesus during His life but became believers after 
His death.” (This truth reminds us that anyone can respect the life of 
Jesus the man, but only true disciples can find faith by believing what 
Christ did for us on the cross.)

Encourage Application

 5.  Remind members of the three case studies shared at the beginning of 
this study. Ask them to suggest the changes that would have to come to 
these people’s lives if they were no longer to be “secret” disciples.

 6.  Close with a time of prayer and challenge for members to make any 
changes that are necessary in their life in order not to be a secret disci-
ple.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

John’s account makes note multiple times that those who came to the tomb 
had to bend down to see into the tomb. In verse 5, the one called “the other 
disciple” had to bend over to see the burial linens lying on the slab where he 
expected to see the body. In verse 11, Mary bent over to investigate the tomb 
and then saw the angels sitting on the slab. This was likely a smaller tomb 
that was more common in usage by the general population of Jerusalem than 
some of the grander family tombs of chief officials and the nobility of the 
area. These smaller tombs most often made use of a squared stone that was 
used to plug the entrance.1

Miriam, from Magdala, whom we have given the name Mary Magdalene, 
appeared in all four Gospels as a follower of Jesus. Luke 8:2 documented 
Mary’s deliverance from seven demons. She apparently had financial means 
to support Jesus and to take care of Him. She was at the Cross for Jesus’ 
crucifixion (Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40; John 19:25). Her visit to the tomb 
of Jesus appears in the other Gospels as well (Matthew 27:61; 28:1-10; Mark 
15:47–16:11; Luke 24:1-11).2

In a curious manner, John referred to himself in his Gospel, sometimes 
as “the other disciple” and other times as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” 
(John 13:23; 19:26; 21:7). John did not name the beloved disciple. The pro-
cess of elimination and cross-referencing the accounts with the other Gos-
pels helps scholars to narrow down the candidates for the title.3 This may 
have been a quirk in John’s writing as he attempted to keep the attention of 
the reader on Jesus rather than upon himself.

Interpreting the Scripture

Mary Magdalene at the Empty Tomb (20:1-2)

Chapter 20 begins with a statement that Mary Magdalene found the tomb 
empty on the first day of the week, which would have been a Sunday morning 
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in our calendar. This conflicts with what we see in the early confession of 1 
Corinthians 15:4, which places Jesus’ resurrection on the third day. Jesus 
also taught He would rise again after three days had passed (Mark 8:31). The 
two accounts measured the days differently. Jesus died during the day lead-
ing up to the Sabbath, which started at sunset on Friday afternoon (the sixth 
day of the week, by the Hebrew calendar). His body remained in the grave 
throughout the day on the Sabbath (Saturday, by our calendar). At the dawn 
of the first day of the week (which was Sunday morning, by our calendar), 
Mary returned to the tomb. When she found the tomb empty with no corpse 
inside, it was the morning of the third day from Jesus’ crucifixion or the first 
day of the week, by Jewish reckoning.4

While the other Gospels mention other women with Mary Magdalene 
(the other Mary mentioned in Matthew 28:1; Mary, mother of James, and 
Salome mentioned in Mark 16:1; Joanna, Mary, mother of James, and the 
others mentioned in Luke 24:10), John focuses only on Mary Magdalene’s 
presence in addition to the disciples. John’s writing in his gospel tended to 
avoid detailing every person present and what they said. Rather he tended 
to select a single person, who might serve as a representative of the type of 
people who were present. In this case, Mary Magdalene represented all the 
women who were present.5 The women who were close to Jesus visited the 
tomb so they could freshen the spices, which would help to cover the smell 
of decomposition.6

Mary was surprised to find the tomb empty and jumped to the conclu-
sion the body had been taken away. Mary expected the body to remain in the 
tomb, according to Jewish burial tradition. Her concern was that burial tra-
dition might have been broken. Clearly the early Christians expected to find 
Jesus’ body at the tomb and had no expectation of His resurrection.7

The Disciples Investigate the Empty Tomb (20:3-10)

The disciples were close by or on their way to the tomb. Mary Magdalene told 
them the tomb was empty, and they both ran to see. While John does not 
name himself in this gospel, he refers to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus 
loved” or “the other disciple.” John repeats this theme of his special friend-



108  THE BEAUTY OF RESORATION: The Final Days of Jesus

ship with Jesus. In this case, the text makes note that he arrived at the grave 
before Peter and saw inside that the body was gone, but the linen wrappings 
remained. Some commenters have pointed to a running tension or a rivalry 
between Peter and John.8 Much has been made of this account pointing to 
the individual natures of the disciples. Some have noted Peter’s impulsive na-
ture and John’s need to go on record as being the first.9 This includes John’s 
claim to belief in the resurrection that some think is John’s claim to be the 
first to believe in the resurrection of the Christ, while others were confused 
about the meaning of the missing body (20:8).10

Mary Magdalene’s Lament Outside the Tomb (20:11-18)

After the other disciples left, Mary Magdalene remained in her grief. This 
passage is sometimes called Mary’s lament, due to the repetition of the word 
κλαίω (klaiō), which translates in English to “weeping.” The repetition of this 
word indicates the depth of Mary’s emotion over the loss of Jesus. Many 
have speculated that Mary’s emotion here was the anguished wailing that 
may have been typical for mourners of that day.11 Mary’s weeping was appar-
ently due to the missing body (20:13). Grave robbery was an uncommon and 
outrageous concept in the Jewish culture of the time.12

In her grief, Mary leaned over to investigate the tomb again. She found 
two angels sitting on the burial slab in the tomb. The other gospel accounts 
recorded this angelic visitation with varying details from account to account 
(Matthew 28:1-7; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-8). While Mary spoke to the an-
gels, she saw Jesus, but she did not recognize Him, mistaking Him for the 
gardener. Mary, still fixated on the missing body, asked Him to take her to 
the body so she could care for it. Suddenly, Jesus revealed Himself to her by 
speaking her name. There must have been something recognizable in the way 
He spoke to her. Mary responded with an affectionate term of endearment. 
She called out “Rabboni!” which translates to “my dear Teacher!” from the 
Aramaic.13 Mary reacted in surprise that this gardener in the graveyard was 
actually her beloved Rabbi and Savior.

Verse 17 introduced a perplexing statement by Jesus. Jesus mentioned 
His ascension in a way that makes it seem imminent. Though Luke’s gospel 
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shows that Jesus spent forty days with His disciples before He ascended to be 
with the Father. Jesus told Mary not to touch Him because He was ascending. 
However, later in the passage, Jesus invited Thomas to touch Him to verify 
His wounds (20:27). The logical question that commenters ask is whether an 
ascension took place between the two events.14 Others think Jesus’ response 
may have been to Mary’s clutching at Him, as if to keep Him from escaping 
her sight again. Jesus knew He would eventually be required to leave all His 
beloved friends and return to His Father’s side.15

Jesus told Mary to take this message of His ascent to the disciples. In 
John’s account, Jesus’ resurrection and His ascension almost appear to have 
been presented as part of a process in motion that initiated with His death 
and culminated with His departure on the clouds. This process was one that 
would not be stopped by the desires of the disciples that Jesus had returned 
to them to stay.16

Focusing on the Meaning

Mary Magdalene was a close friend to Jesus. She provided for His ministry, 
not only as a financial supporter, but she also cared for Him and traveled with 
Him. Mary was at Jesus’ tomb because she was grieving the loss of her friend 
and teacher. While her primary concern was that His body had been moved, 
she was completely unaware she was about to have an encounter with her 
risen Savior. And what an encounter it was. When He spoke her name, she 
recognized Him, and everything changed in an instant. Her sorrow turned 
to joy, and her weeping turned to laughing. She clutched at Him for fear He 
might leave her again. Mary did not require proof that Jesus was real. She 
did not need to see His wounds. While she might not have noticed who He 
was in her distraction, His voice captured her attention immediately. There 
may have been a supernatural revelation that happened when He spoke her 
name, as happened with the disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-
35). However, it may have simply been His voice and the way that He said her 
name that allowed her to break through her fixation on the loss of His body 
to understand He was standing there right before her.
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When we, His modern-day disciples, have an encounter with the risen 
and living Christ, we do not require proof that will bring us into a relation-
ship with Him. The power of the Holy Spirit has a way of reaching us amid 
our unbelief and draws us toward belief. At that moment, we can choose to 
believe in Jesus Christ, or we can choose to reject Him. If we should choose 
to accept His invitation to life and believe in Him and what He has accom-
plished, then we can be saved. No amount of evidence or scientific data can 
bring us to salvation. Only the saving power of the gospel message works in 
that moment.

NOTES

 1 The interesting fact is that the Gospel of John concentrates on the bending down of both 
the other disciple and Mary to look into the tomb, where they saw either the linen wrap-
pings or the angels sitting where the head and feet of Jesus would have been laying (cf. 
John 20:5, 11-12). Such a notation seems to reflect a smaller tomb of the style used by the 
general citizenry of Israel closed by either a round or square stone and having a bench or 
benches for holding bodies.

  —Gerald L. Borchert, “John 12–21,” vol. 25B, The New American Commentary (Nashville, 
TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2002), p. 284.

 2 Mary Magdalene appears in all four Gospels as a follower of Jesus (Luke 8:2) and at critical 
moments in Jesus’ story: the foot of the cross (Matt 27:56; Mark 15:40; John 19:25) and 
the tomb (Matt 27:61, 28:1-10; Mark 15:47–16:11; Luke 24:1-11; John 20:1-18).

   “Magdalene” implies that she was from Magdala, a town on the western shore of the Sea 
of Galilee. In Mark 16:9 and Luke 8:2, it states that Jesus had cast seven demons from her. 
She may have been a woman of means—Mark 15:40-41 counts her among the women who 
followed and provided for Jesus. She, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, also bought 
spices to anoint the body of Jesus (Mark 16:1).

   —Michelle J. Morris, “Mary Magdalene,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictio-
nary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016).

 3  The Beloved Disciple
  John is traditionally identified as the “beloved disciple” in the Gospel of John. Although 

this is uncertain, the two are both in Jesus’ closest circle and are companions of Peter.
   John is never explicitly named in the Gospel of John. He is indirectly mentioned in 

John 21:2, which says that “the sons of Zebedee” were together with Peter and some of 
the other disciples at the lake of Tiberias (i.e., the Sea of Galilee). However, one unnamed 
disciple is presented as closest to Jesus:

  • He leans on Jesus’ chest at the Last Supper (John 13:23).
  • He acts as an intermediary between Peter and Jesus (John 13:24-25).
  • He is entrusted with the care of Jesus’ mother (John 19:26-27).
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  • He reaches the empty tomb before any other disciple (John 20:4).
  • He is the first to believe in the resurrection (John 20:8).
  • He recognizes the risen Lord and identifies Him for Peter (John 21:7).
   He is called “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (e.g., in John 21:20). This beloved disciple 

is Peter’s companion. He is sometimes called “the other disciple” (John 18:15; 20:2).
   Other suggestions for the identity of the beloved disciple include Lazarus, Thomas, 

John Mark, or Matthias. The beloved disciple is portrayed both as an individual and as a 
symbolic figure. According to John 21:24, the beloved disciple is identified as the author of 
the Gospel of John (see the events leading up to John 21:24 in John 21:20-23).

  —Dan Nässelqvist, “John the Apostle,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible Dictionary 
(Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016).

 4  The time is given as the first day of the week, not the third day after the crucifixion, as in 
the early kerygma (1 Cor 15:3-4). Brown suggests that the time of finding the tomb emp-
ty was fixed in Christian memory, possibly before the third-day symbolism was perceived 
(2:980). Strictly, that is correct, but the third-day language will speedily have become cur-
rent through the memory of Jesus’ passion predictions (Mark 8:31 etc.) and the contem-
porary Jewish significance of the expression. The third day, or after three days, was not 
necessarily intended literally (cf. Hos 6:2, an important saying for Jews and Christians), 
but through its use in the OT it was perceived by the rabbis as expressive of deliverance (cf. 
the dictum in the Midrash on Gen 42:17: “The Holy One, blessed be he, never leaves the 
righteous in distress more than three days”). If it be asked why the disciples did not recall 
Jesus’ intimations of his coming death and resurrection after three days, some consider-
ations spring to mind at once.

  —George R. Beasley-Murray, “John,” vol. 36, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas, TX: Word, 
Incorporated, 1999), p. 370-371.

 5  The Johannine story focuses on Mary Magdalene, who is mentioned only in this chapter 
of John and at the cross in 19:25. In Johannine fashion she serves as a model or represen-
tative of a type of person, here the women. This evangelist is interested in painting word 
portraits of people such as John the witness, Andrew, Nathaniel, Nicodemus, the Woman 
of Samaria, the Blind Man, Thomas, Martha, Mary the sister of Lazarus, the High Priest, 
Pilate, Peter, and so on. As such these people are not to be viewed merely as exclusive units/
persons but as identifiable representatives of their kind of people.

  —Gerald L. Borchert, “John 12–21,” p. 290.
 6  20:1—The Synoptic accounts of the resurrection story include several women coming to 

the tomb: three in Mark 16:1 (“Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome”); 
two in Matt 28:1 (“Mary Magdalene and the other Mary”); and according to Luke 24:10 
there were more than three (“Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and 
the others). The purpose for their coming was apparently the bringing of spices to anoint 
the body (Mark 16:1; Luke 24:1) or to see the tomb (Matt 28:1).

  —Ibid.
 7  Her second statement indicates that the early Christians had no sense that the tomb would 

have been empty. The contemporary thought that they could create a resurrection hoax 
or experience a joint encounter with some mystical Christ as some have suggested is ab-
surd, given the defeatism that enveloped Jesus’ followers after they realized Jesus was 
truly dead. The only possibility that crossed Mary’s mind was that the body must have been 
stolen in clear violation of Jewish burial integrity and of Roman practice.
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  —Ibid., p. 291-292.
 8  In the second half of this Gospel, Peter and the beloved disciple are frequently set in sharp 

contrast to each other. Here they both ran to the tomb, but the beloved disciple was the 
first to reach the tomb. Earlier the beloved disciple had been identified as lying in the breast 
of Jesus while at the meal and serving as the conveyer of Peter’s question to the Lord 
(13:23-24). Likewise, the beloved disciple had first gained access to the court of the high 
priest and had served as a mediator to assist in Peter’s gaining access as well (18:15-16). 
Later at the sea he would recognize the Lord first and report that fact to Peter (21:7). Final-
ly, when Peter was informed that he too would be stretched out, Jesus needed to tell Peter 
that it was none of his business to ask about the beloved disciple’s mission (21:20-23). But 
in this present context the beloved disciple was not merely swifter in running; he was also 
more sensitive to believing the reality of the resurrection (20:8). As indicated in Excursus 
15, this contrast is obviously intended to show the significance of the beloved disciple. 
Peter’s role in early Christian tradition was firmly established as a primary witness to the 
resurrection (cf. Mark 16:7; Luke 24:34; 1 Cor 15:5), but that did not mean that the prior-
ity of his role was unchallenged by the Johannine community or, for that matter, by Paul 
when in writing to the Galatians the Apostle to the Gentiles regarded Peter as following an 
erroneous path (cf. Gal 2:11-16).

  —Ibid.
 9  Before long, however, the slower running Peter arrived at the tomb “following” him. Car-

son perhaps states what others have thought when he says that “true to his nature,” Pe-
ter “impetuously rushed right into the tomb.” The reader will remember with a smile that 
when Peter finally recognized he needed to have his feet washed, he asked for a shower 
(13:8-9); but much more seriously the reader will recall that after Peter professed a will-
ingness to lay down his life for Jesus (13:37), he denied Jesus three times (19:17-27); that 
in the face of the arresting band, he sliced off the ear of Malchus (18:10) but then backed 
down to a servant girl (18:17); and that at the sea when he learned it was the Lord on the 
land, he hastily jumped off the boat and sprang into the water (21:7). As one searches the 
Gospels, the examples continue to multiply.

  —Ibid., p. 293-294.
 10  To the Beloved Disciple the mystery was of a different dimension. On entering the tomb 

“he saw, and believed”; he saw not only the wrappings, but their significance: he “believed”! 
There has been an understandable reluctance of exegetes to give that statement full value. 
G. Stählin, for example, regarded it as signifying an embryonic and incomplete faith (“On 
the Third Day,” 286). In our Gospel, however, πιστεύω (“believe”) when used absolutely, as 
here, means genuine faith (see, e.g., 5:44; 6:47; 19:35; 20:29). The seeing and believing in 
the empty tomb is akin to the seeing and believing the “signs” of Jesus (cf. 4:48, and by con-
trast 10:25-26), and this was a sign from the Lord. That John writes, “he saw, and believed” 
clearly distinguishes the faith of the Beloved Disciple from the incomprehension of Peter 
(contrary to Bultmann, who maintained that the faith of the Beloved Disciple was shared 
by Peter, 684).

  —George R. Beasley-Murray, “John,” p. 373.
 11  This pericope opens with Mary once again at the tomb. When she returned is not stated, 

but what is noted by the evangelist is that she was “crying.” The verb klaiein appears eight 
times in this Gospel, three times in the Lazarus death scene (11:31, 33 [2x]), once in the 
predication of lament that would come to the disciples with the death of Jesus (16:20), and 
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four times in Mary’s lament here (20:11 [2x], 13, 15). The term is used for the anguished 
crying or wailing associated with mourning as at funerals and in times of bereavement. 
Morris adds that it would hardly be viewed as “a quiet, restrained shedding of tears, but the 
noisy lamentation typical of Easterners of that day.”

  —Gerald L. Borchert, “John 12–21,” p. 297-298.
 12  Mary is at the tomb again. Her weeping now is not because Jesus is dead, but because his 

body has disappeared. That kind of loss would be a concern to anyone at any time, but 
among Jews of the near Orient at that time, abuse or outrage of the dead was a shocking 
thing (cf. the Philistines’ exposure of the bodies of Saul and his sons, and the bravery of the 
men of Jabesh-Gilead in recovering them and giving them a proper burial, 1 Sam 31:9-13). 
It was natural for Mary to fear the worst concerning Jesus.

  —George R. Beasley-Murray, “John,” p. 374.
 13  Mary’s response was immediate, for her cries of sorrow turned to a word of exclamation 

and personal association. The evangelist captured the interchange in two singular state-
ments. For Jesus it was “Miriam”; for Mary it was “Rabbouni” (my dear Rabbi). In his con-
cern for Greek-speaking readers, unfamiliar with Aramaic, however, the evangelist clarified 
the term by adding another of his linguistic interpretive footnotes (cf. 1:41-42) to identify 
the term as meaning “teacher,” although the Greek hardly carries the same personal impact 
as the Aramaic word.

  —Gerald L. Borchert, “John 12–21,” p. 300-301.
 14  The rest of v 17 is one of the most perplexing sections in the Gospel. The difficulty relates 

especially to the concept of ascension presented in it. Mary is given a message to the dis-
ciples that Jesus is about to ascend to the Father; why not rather that he is risen from the 
dead? If ascension is Jesus going to the Father, how can that be separated from his death 
and resurrection as a “lifting up” to the Father? Mary is told not to attempt to hold on 
to Jesus because he has not yet ascended; Thomas is invited to thrust his hand into the 
wounds of Jesus. Does the ascension take place between the two occasions?

  —George R. Beasley-Murray, “John,” p. 376.
 15  Jesus’ response in this verse is encrusted with a series of problems, which for some may 

resist full certainty. In an effort to gain some clarity on the issue of touching Jesus, several 
manuscripts (including the first hand of Sinaiticus) added an interpretive note that “she 
ran forward to touch him.” This addition is obviously a later interpretive gloss and can be 
dismissed.

   Jesus’ initial statement, me mou haptou, which was rendered “touch me not” in the KJV 
but better “do not hold on to me” in the NIV and other later versions, probably is the more 
natural use of a present imperative to indicate a prohibition against fastening oneself to 
the physical Jesus. The NASB rendering “stop clinging to me” may be a little too harsh. The 
NLT “don’t cling to me” seems to be a little more nuanced. The statement does not seem to 
be a rejection of touching Jesus because that would vitiate against the invitation to touch 
or handle him in Luke 24:39 and the invitation to Thomas to touch his hands and his side 
(John 20:27; cf. also the women touching his feet in worship at Matt 28:9).

   The more difficult issue involves Jesus’ statement concerning the fact that he had not 
yet ascended to the Father/God. In trying to deal with this issue some have suggested 
that Jesus must have ascended between the story of Mary and then returned to earth in 
time for the following stories involving the disciples and Thomas in order for Jesus to be 
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touched. Such a suggestion, however, is a misunderstanding of John and is based on the 
translation of haptou as “touch” in the KJV and elsewhere.

   The purpose of this ascent statement must have been to indicate to Mary that the way 
of relating to the resurrected Lord would no longer be through the physical senses because 
the ascent would terminate such encounters. Accordingly, clinging to the physical patterns 
of the preresurrected Lord was no longer possible. Even her efforts at revering a body in a 
tomb were gone because the tomb was empty.

  —Gerald L. Borchert, “John 12–21,” p. 301.
 16  The virtual replacement of the language of resurrection with that of ascension is an indica-

tion that the two are fundamentally one, and indissolubly bound with the death of Jesus. 
Schnackenburg thinks it possible that in the Evangelist’s source the exhortation of Jesus to 
Mary not to keep holding him was that she might go and tell the disciples that he was risen, 
and that the Evangelist modified the language to convey the full import of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion as one with Jesus’ total saving work: “For him, everything is compressed into Jesus 
‘hour,’ therefore it is not really possible to dissect the event into death, resurrection, lifting 
up and installation in heavenly glory” (3:318-19). The ascension in this sense, accordingly, 
is not to be located at a date in the future; it is in process. It is noteworthy that the vision of 
ascension narrated in Acts 1:9 is set by Luke in the Gospel in closest association with Eas-
ter Day (Luke 24:50-51; the impression is given that it happened on Easter Day, but that 
is through Luke’s compression of his narrative). The Acts narrative is a parabolic action, 
signifying the conclusion of the Easter appearances. For John the “ascending” of Jesus is 
the conclusion of his “hour” whereby the salvation of the kingdom of God is wrought. (See 
further the excellent expositions of this passage by Brown, 2:1011-17, and Schnackenburg, 
3:317-20.)

  —George R. Beasley-Murray, “John,” p. 377-378.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Begin by asking members to consider the following question: Why do 
you believe in the resurrection? Allow time for responses, which may in-
clude the following:

  a. The testimony of biblical witnesses.

  b. The testimony of other Christians.

  c. Personal encounters with Christ.

 2.  In relation to their personal encounters with a resurrected Savior ask 
them to consider these questions:

  a. Did it bring a certain assurance and peace to your life?

  b. Was there a corresponding call to His service?

  c. How did you know for certain it was Christ you encountered?

 3.  Share, In our study for today we will examine some of the testimonies of 
biblical witnesses to the resurrection and will examine personal encounters 
with the resurrected Christ. We will also have the opportunity to share our 
testimony with someone and tell about our personal encounter with the res-
urrected Christ.

Guide Bible Study

 4.  First lead members to examine the testimony of the biblical witness-
es as found in our focal passage. Divide the class into two groups for 
this study and assign one testimony to each group. As each testimony 
is being examined ask members to discover answers to the following 
questions:
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  a.  What evidence do we find that this witness (or these witnesses) did 
not believe in the resurrection?

  b. How did Christ minister to this witness or these witnesses?

  c. How did Christ reveal Himself to this witness or to these witnesses?

  d. What was their response?

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 5.  Group assignments and suggested responses are as follows:

  a. Mary Magdalene (John 20:1-2, 11-18).

   1)  Mary’s emotional response to what she saw. (Share information 
about the first day of the week from the Study Guide.)

   2)  God sent two angels to minister to Mary and He expressed concern 
for Mary in His appearance. (It is significant that Jesus thought 
Mary important enough to reveal Himself to her first.)

   3)  Christ spoke Mary’s name. (See the Study Guide and Teaching Guide 
for information about the various transformative experiences af-
ter the resurrection.)

   4)  Mary immediately believed Christ was her Rabboni (teacher). 
(Christ instructed Mary to share her testimony with the disciples.)

  b. Peter and John (John 20:3-10).

   1)  Verse nine actually tells us they did not understand. (One reason 
they could not put their present experience and the meaning to-
gether was they did not understand Scripture.)

   2)  Christ ministered to them with His declaration of peace. (If the 
disciples had remained with Mary, they would have received 
Christ’s special ministry as well.)

   3)  Christ revealed Himself to Peter and John at the same time He 
revealed Himself to the other disciples. (The fact that John “be-
lieved” indicates he had received some degree of revelation at the 
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tomb, but it was not until later that he and Peter truly believed in 
the resurrection.)

   4)  Peter and John initially went home but later gathered with the 
disciples. (Like Mary, they did not express belief at this point in 
the resurrection of Christ.)

Encourage Application

 6.  Ask members to recall their responses to the discussion questions at 
the beginning of this study. Ask, Were the testimonies of the biblical wit-
nesses and the testimony of others enough to convince you of the certainty of 
the resurrection? Remind them it was not enough for the disciples. Lead 
members to see only their personal encounter with a risen Savior could 
have convinced them to turn their lives over to a resurrected Savior.

 7.  Ask members to take the last three questions in our opening activity 
and use these to help write a personal testimony about their belief in 
the resurrection. Challenge members to share their testimony with at 
least one person this week.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Begin by asking members to respond to the following statement: The 
resurrection is the central event of Christianity. Except for the resurrection, 
sin and death would have been the final victors. Ask members to name 
some the things that would not exist without the resurrection. For ex-
ample:

  a. There would be no Christianity.

  b. There would be no New Testament.

  c. There would be no Christian institutions or charities.

  d. We would continue to have animal sacrifices for our sins.
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  e. There would be no Savior to give us eternal life or life with a purpose.

   Members should agree that life as we know it simply would not exist.

   Allow time for members to say a silent prayer thanking God for the 
resurrection and for our Savior.

 2.  Say, This is why it is so important we be reminded of the certainty of the 
resurrection. This study will serve as that reminder.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  After reading the focal passage, ask members to respond to the follow-
ing questions:

  a.  How do we know the empty tomb was not enough to convince Mary 
and Peter of the certainty of the resurrection? (Each of them left the 
empty tomb wondering what had happened to Christ’s body.)

  b.  What would it take to convince them? (A personal encounter with 
the risen Savior.)

  c.  According to verse 8, John believed something about the resurrec-
tion. What was it he believed? (That Jesus’ body was not there. He 
began to believe in the resurrection as he remembered the Scriptures 
that told of Jesus rising from the dead.)

  d.  What was significant about what happened next? (Peter and John 
went home. Mary went back to the tomb. Mary became the first per-
son to have a personal encounter with the risen Savior. This would 
come later for Peter and John.)

  e,  In what way did Jesus minister to Mary in 20:11-18? (He sent an-
gels to comfort her. Both the angels and Jesus were concerned with 
Mary’s sadness as they asked her why she was crying.)

  f.  What do we learn from the appearance of Jesus? (He had a different 
body but was recognizable. He had not yet ascended to the Father.)
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  g.  What was significant about the mission given to Mary? (She became 
the first witness of the resurrection.)

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 4.  Ask members, In what way do these verses confirm the truth of the resur-
rection? (The followers of Jesus did not believe Christ would rise from 
the dead. Mary, Peter, and John came to the tomb expecting to see His 
body still there. They had to be convinced in a powerful way.)

Encourage Application

 5.  Repeat the statement from the introduction to this study. Ask members 
to share in what ways this study has helped to affirm the truth of this 
statement.

 6.  Close with another time of thanksgiving to God for the certainty of the 
resurrection.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

After the death and burial of Jesus, as well as the confusing events surround-
ing His resurrection, the disciples gathered in fear. One could imagine the 
rumors and stories that might have been told among them since His arrest 
and crucifixion. Certainly, Mary Magdalene must have told many of her en-
counter with Jesus (John 20:11-18) and those who had met Him on the road 
to Emmaus would have arrived to tell how they had met Jesus that day as 
well (Luke 24:13-35). Peter and John would have told of their investigation 
of the tomb (John 20:3-10), and there would have been speculation about 
what might have happened to His body. As those who had encountered the 
Lord pressed their case and provided witness to His resurrection, a hope 
sprung up in the disciples as they considered the possibilities of the news. 
The gospels of Matthew and Mark do not document Jesus’ appearance at the 
gathering of the disciples on the evening of resurrection day.

While Sunday has been called the Christian Sabbath by some, the Sab-
bath is traditionally the seventh day of the week in the Hebrew calendar and 
commemorates the day God rested after creating the universe. While the 
Sabbath was a gift of rest to Israel, Sunday has become the traditional day 
Christians gather to celebrate the resurrection, worship God, and congregate 
together.1

Jesus appeared, resurrected and living, to five groups on the day of His 
resurrection:

1. Mary Magdalene—John 20:11-18
2. The other women—Matthew 28:9-10
3. Peter—Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5
4. The Emmaus disciples—Luke 24:13-32
5. The disciples, minus Thomas—John 20:19-252
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Interpreting the Scripture

Jesus Appeared to His Disciples (20:19-23)

20:19-20. The disciples mourned Jesus’ death, were afraid of the imminent 
persecution from the Jews, and were confused by the events of the resur-
rection that morning. They gathered on the evening of Resurrection Day, a 
Sunday by our calendar (or the first day of the week in the Hebrew calen-
dar), which would replace the Sabbath as the traditional day for Christians 
to gather and worship. Shut up in a room together with the doors closed, the 
disciples hoped to escape the attention of the Jews. The Jewish Sanhedrin 
council was intent on putting an end to this sect that followed the crucified 
man who had claimed to be their king. It was Jesus who found them hiding 
behind locked doors. Suddenly, Jesus came to stand in their midst.3 Many 
commentators mention that Jesus passed through locked doors to join His 
disciples, though that is not clearly stated in the text John provides. Howev-
er, Luke’s account gives a more detailed description of the same event (Luke 
24:36-49) and notes that the disciples were “startled and terrified” by Jesus’ 
appearance. Their fear was so apparent that Jesus offered to allow them to 
touch Him so they would be convinced He was not a ghost.4

Jesus’ words, “Peace be with you,” were a customary greeting. In fact, the 
Hebrew greeting, šâlōm ‘ālêḵem, is still common today. However, the dis-
ciples did not respond to Him. They were still marveling at this presence. 
Instead of waiting for their response, Jesus gives them proof of His identity 
by showing them the scars of His wounds.5 This exchange differs in Luke’s 
account, where Jesus questioned them and encouraged them to touch His 
wounds. Only then did the disciples rejoice at seeing their Lord. Their relief 
must have been evident as the full realization of Jesus’ resurrection and the 
words of the disciples, who had encountered Him throughout the day, were 
validated. Joy and amazement at His presence were mentioned in both John 
and Luke’s accounts of the event.

20:21-23. Jesus greeted them with His calming presence again before He 
commissioned them and gave them the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ com-
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mission, as recorded by John, seems to build on Jesus’ prayer about sending 
the disciples into the world (John 17:18). Jesus seems to be passing the ba-
ton from one missionary to the next. First, Jesus picks up the baton that is 
handed to Him by God, then He passes the missionary baton to His disciples 
so the work might continue.6

Jesus’ second purpose here is to bestow the Spirit on them. This Spirit 
had been promised to them previously in John’s account (John 15:26; 16:7-
11) and was apparently considered a requirement for them to be able to ac-
complish the work He set for them to do.7

Each of the gospels conclude with a commission, and these vary greatly 
as to when and where they happened and what was said in each account. 
John’s inclusion of the gift of the Holy Spirit is not in agreement with Luke’s 
gospel account nor his record in Acts. Luke placed the receipt of the spirit on 
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-3). Some have tried to resolve the apparent 
differences between the accounts by explaining this as a spiritual promise 
of the coming of the Spirit. While this explanation provides some harmony 
between the accounts of John and Acts, the view was condemned as being 
heretical in A.D. 553 by the Council of Constantinople.8

The seemingly strange wording that Jesus “breathed on them” (verse 22) 
is closely connected to the giving of the Holy Spirit and echoes Genesis 2:7, 
where God breathes life into Adam’s nostrils. This seems to be symbolic of 
the resurrection life Christ was passing to the nations that these disciples 
would impact with the truth He had given to them. An empowering breath 
that would pass through them and bring the very same Holy Spirit to others 
throughout the ages to come.9

John’s goal in his gospel differed greatly from the other apostles. John 
never focused on a historically accurate or a chronological precision in his ac-
count. John focused on sequences of meaning and the revelation of character 
in his gospel. John positioned the gift of the Spirit and connected it with the 
resurrection to remind his readers that the Spirit was inextricably connected 
with the person of Jesus Christ.10

Jesus connected this gift of the Spirit to the forgiveness and retention 
of sin. Closely related are Matthew 16:19 and 18:18, though some have 
connected these verses to church discipline rather than the commissioning 
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statement Jesus has just spoken over the disciples.11 Carson connects this 
statement about forgiveness and retention of sin with the work of evange-
lism. The work of preaching the words Jesus gave to them has the power 
to bring people to repentance and forgiveness, which is not granted by the 
disciples, but by God Himself.12 Wiersbe similarly connects the proclamation 
of forgiveness or retention of sin to a statement of what has come to pass by 
nature of the gospel message. The work of forgiveness or refusal to forgive is 
an outcome of how one responds to the Good News of Jesus Christ. The proc-
lamation of this outcome is not the work of the disciple, but a proclamation 
of what God has told us will be the result of belief or rejecting belief in the 
gospel message.13

Our Christian ministry today continues Jesus’ ministry on this earth and 
is granted to us by the power of the Spirit and the authority that has been 
passed down to us through the disciples and breathes through us in the same 
Spirit that fills us.14

Focusing on the Meaning

While Jesus’ appearance to His disciples was surprising and miraculous, the 
way He appeared to them is not the focus of the text. His purpose for coming 
to them was 1) to give them the truth of the resurrection and 2) to bestow 
the Spirit upon them. John’s telling differs from Luke’s account of how the 
Spirit was given to the disciples. This was because John’s writing style was 
different from Luke’s. He was not chronicling the events as they happened, 
he was chronicling the ideas and the meanings behind the events.

The gift of the Spirit to the disciples is a gift of power that is expend-
ed through the proclamation of the gospel message. When Jesus breathed 
the Holy Spirit into His disciples, He was granting them the power to give 
a gift of forgiveness to those who accepted that gospel message and chose 
to believe in it. When the breath of the Spirit passed into His disciples, they 
received, not only the power to bring a message of forgiveness, but they also 
received the power to bring a gift of eternal life to those who would hear and 
believe. This very same gift has been passed down from disciple to disciple 
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until it has reached us. As Jesus’ disciples in this world, for this modern age, 
we have the very same responsibility to pass this breath of Heaven along to 
those we know who do not know Jesus as their Savior. This is a high calling 
that every believer shares with the earliest disciples.

NOTES

 1  God gave the Sabbath to Israel as a special “sign” that they belonged to Him (Ex. 20:8-11; 
31:13-17; Neh. 9:14). The nation was to use that day for physical rest and refreshment 
both for man and beast; but for Israel, it was not commanded as a special day of assembly 
and worship. Unfortunately, the scribes and Pharisees added all kinds of restrictions to the 
Sabbath observance until it became a day of bondage instead of a day of blessing. Jesus 
deliberately violated the Sabbath traditions, though He honored the Sabbath Day.

  —Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 
1996), p. 391.

 2  There were at least five Resurrection appearances of our Lord on that first day of the week: 
to Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18), the other women (Matt. 28:9-10), Peter (1 Cor. 15:5 
and Luke 24:34), the two Emmaus disciples (Luke 24:13-32), and the disciples minus 
Thomas (John 20:19-25). The next Sunday, the disciples met again and Thomas was with 
them (John 20:26-31). It would appear that the believers from the very first met together 
on Sunday evening, which came to be called “the Lord’s Day” (Rev. 1:10). It appears that the 
early church met on the first day of the week to worship the Lord and commemorate His 
death and resurrection (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2).

  —Ibid., p. 391–392.
 3  The reason the doors were locked was their fear of the Jews: the authorities had seen to 

it that their leader was executed, so it would have been relatively easy for them to pick 
off his followers had they decided to do so. But the function of the locked doors in John’s 
narrative, both here and in v. 26, is to stress the miraculous nature of Jesus’ appearance 
amongst his followers. As his resurrection body passed through the grave-clothes (v. 6-8), 
so it passed through the locked doors and simply ‘materialized’ (cf. notes on vv. 14-15). It is 
tempting, with Bruce (p. 391), to find in this episode the inspiration for the practice of the 
early church, when it met together on Sunday evenings, to invoke Christ’s presence with 
them in the words, Marana tha! (‘Come, O Lord!’, 1 Cor. 16:22b).

  —D. A. Carson, “The Gospel According to John,” The Pillar New Testament Commentary 
(Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; W.B. Eerdmans, 1991), 646.

 4  Jesus’ greeting is one of peace, but the disciples feel anything but peaceful about the en-
counter. They are thoroughly rattled and quite unprepared to see this figure as the risen 
Lord Jesus. They think rather of the sort of apparitions and voices associated with the 
calling up of the dead by mediums. The disciples are just as “foolish [and] slow of heart to 
believe” as ever the Emmaus disciples (v. 25) had been. Jesus challenges the disciples about 
this and moves to overcome their doubts.
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   Jesus begins by affirming his own identity: “It is I myself.” But this is not enough. The 
disciples have seen Jesus’ face. Given the loose and rather full clothing characteristic of 
ancient Palestine, the lower arms and the feet are the other visible parts of a human body. 
An examination of these parts should show that Jesus is no specter but has the solidity 
(“flesh”) and the rigidity (“bones”) of a proper human body. (No doubt in the interests of 
Christian apologetics, the account is fashioned to underline heavily the visual and tactile 
evidence for this appearance not being a mere specter.)

  —John Nolland, “Luke 18:35–24:53,” vol. 35C, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas, TX: 
Word, Incorporated, 1993), 1215–1216.

 5  On the contrary, the revelation of the wounds of Jesus was a means of letting the disciples 
realize that it was he himself, their crucified Lord, who stood before them.

  —George R. Beasley-Murray, “John,” vol. 36, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas, TX: Word, 
Incorporated, 1999), 379.

 6  The special contribution made by the Evangelist in this form of the commission is indicated 
in two words, “As … so.…” “As the Father … so the Son.” The sending of the Son into the 
world by the Father is a constant theme of this Gospel. It reflects in measure the principle 
of Jewish authorization “One who is sent is as he who sends him.” In the person of the Son, 
in his words and deeds, the Father himself is present, his words declared and his actions 
performed. The time has now come for the disciples to go forth into the world as the repre-
sentatives of the Lord; thereby the declaration of 13:20 will become operative as men and 
women receive the Christ in the mission of the disciples and the God and Father who sent 
him. This concept, however, is deepened in two respects. The mission of the Son has not 
finished with his “lifting up” to heaven. “As the Father has sent me” implies a sending in 
the past that continues to hold good in the present. Such is the force of the Greek perfect 
tense, and Westcott perceived this long ago: “The mission of Christ is here regarded not in 
the point of its historical fulfilment (sent), but in the permanence of its effects (hath sent). 
The form of the fulfilment of Christ’s mission was now to be changed, but the mission 
itself was still continued and still effective. The apostles were commissioned to carry on 
Christ’s work, and not to begin a new one” (2:349-50). That insight has been freshly ap-
preciated by recent scholars. The risen Lord does not hand over his mission to his disciples 
and leave them to it; “he only gives the disciples a share in it … with the assistance of the 
Paraclete” (Schnackenburg, 3:324). It is this setting that is presupposed in the striking 
words of 14:12-14: the disciples go forth to their mission and seek the Lord’s aid therein, 
and in response to their prayers he will do through them “greater things” than in the days 
of his flesh, “that the Father may be glorified in the Son”—in the powerful mission that he 
continues!

  —Ibid., p. 379-380.
 7  The second point of added depth is the link established in the juxtaposition of the declara-

tion of mission and the bestowal of the Spirit. The Paraclete-Spirit was promised earlier to 
the disciples, assuring them that they would thereby be enabled to carry out their task of 
witness in a hostile world (see especially 15:25-26; 16:8-11). The risen Lord, in associating 
his disciples with his continuing mission in the world, bestows the Spirit, through whom 
his own ministry in the flesh was carried out in the power of God.

  —Ibid., p. 380.
 8 In an extended argument Carson substantially adopts the old view of Theodore of Mop-

suestia that the statement concerning the Spirit in 20:22 “is to be regarded as a symbolic 
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promise of the gift of the Spirit later to be given.” Even though Theodore’s view was con-
demned as heretical by the Council of Constantinople (A.D. 553), Carson argues for this 
view because it harmonizes John and Acts.

  —Gerald L. Borchert, John 12–21, vol. 25B, The New American Commentary (Nashville, 
TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2002), p. 307-308.

 9  “He breathed in” is perhaps needlessly literal, but it harks back to the unusual term in Gen. 
2:7 and Ezek. 37:9-10. In the former passage God “breathed into the nostrils of Adam the 
breath of life,” so completing the creation of man. In the latter the prophet calls to the 
wind to “breathe into these slain that they may live,” after which “breath came into them, 
they came to life and rose to their feet, a mighty host.” This is a vision of the return of the 
Jewish people from the lands (“the graves”) to which they had been transported, and their 
quickening by the Spirit on their return to their own. The symbolism is a clear application 
of the notion of resurrection, and that in an eschatological context (deliverance for the 
kingdom). It is not surprising that it came to be viewed as a representation of resurrection 
in the time of the kingdom. In v. 22 the symbolic action primarily represents the impar-
tation of life that the Holy Spirit gives in the new age, brought about through Christ’s 
exaltation in death and resurrection. New age and new creation are complementary ideas 
in eschatological contexts. Strictly speaking, one should not view this as the beginning of 
the new creation but rather as the beginning of the incorporation of man into that new 
creation which came into being in the Christ by his incarnation, death, and resurrection, 
and is actualized in man by the Holy Spirit (cf. 2 Cor. 5:17).

  —George R. Beasley-Murray, “John,” p. 380-381.
 10  John viewed the resurrection, the gift of the Spirit, and the ascension of Jesus as a unified 

event. Does that mean it is impossible to harmonize/reconcile the Johannine and Lukan 
(Acts) texts, as Barrett has stated? Or does it mean that the Johannine writer played loose 
with history or created the stories to suit his own purposes or was polemicizing against 
Acts, as J. Koehler argued?68 The answer to these questions must be a resounding no!

   To view events holistically means that the story is told in such a way that the end is 
already part of the beginning. That also means that time sequences are not as important as 
meaning sequences, and it certainly does not imply that if someone writes in this manner 
he is polemicizing against someone who writes sequentially or that he creates the stories 
to provide the meanings. For example, simply because John places the cleansing in chap. 
2 does not mean he is polemicizing against the late position of the cleansing in the Synop-
tics. Neither does it mean that he has created a second cleansing at the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry, something that is done by many Christians today. There is only one cleansing 
in any Gospel, but John uses the cleansing at the beginning of his Gospel to indicate the 
concluding situation from the beginning.

   The same can be said of the giving of the Spirit and commissioning of the disciples. 
There is only one giving of the Spirit. It can be described from various points of view. In-
deed, John described the promise of the coming Spirit in various ways in chaps. 14–16. 
Yet the one thing that becomes absolutely clear is that the Spirit is not merely given by 
the Father but also by the Son. That idea of a joint procession or sending is a major asser-
tion of the Fourth Gospel, and if there is any polemicizing going on in that statement, it 
is not against Acts; it is against those who deny the Son’s role in the coming of the Spirit. 
Obviously there were theologians and preachers around in John’s day who were already 
developing strange ideas concerning Jesus, as is evident in our first epistle of John. John 
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was totally unwilling to accept any reduction of Jesus as equal to God (John 10:30; 5:18; 1 
John 4:14; 5:20) or as God who had truly come in the flesh (John 1:1, 14; 1 John 4:1–3). It 
is Jesus, indeed, in union with God who has sent the Spirit (John 15:26).

  —Gerald L. Borchert, “John 12–21,” p. 308-309.
 11  In the parallel statements in Matthew, the context suggest church discipline; in this verse, 

where the context is the mission of Jesus’ disciples (v. 21) and the Spirit who empowers 
them (v. 22), the focus is on evangelism.

  —D. A. Carson, “The Gospel According to John,” p. 655.
 12  There is no doubt from the context that the reference is to forgiving sins, or withholding 

forgiveness. But though this sounds stern and harsh, it is simply the result of the preach-
ing of the gospel, which either brings men to repent as they hear of the ready and costly 
forgiveness of God, or leaves them unresponsive to the offer of forgiveness which is the 
gospel, and so they are left in their sins. (Marsh, pp. 641-642)

  —Ibid., p. 655–656.
 13  John 20:23 must not be interpreted to mean that Jesus gave to a select body of people 

the right to forgive sins and let people into heaven. Jesus had spoken similar words before 
(Matt. 16:19), but He was not setting aside the disciples (and their successors) as a “spir-
itual elite” to deal with the sins of the world. Remember, there were others in the room 
besides the disciples, and Thomas was missing!

   A correct understanding of the Greek text helps us here. Some years ago, I correspond-
ed with the eminent Greek scholar Dr. Julius R. Mantey (now deceased) about this verse, 
and he assured me that the correct translation both here and in Matthew 16:19 should be: 
“Whosoever sins you remit [forgive] shall have already been forgiven them, and whosoever 
sins you retain [do not forgive] shall have already not been forgiven them.” In other words, 
the disciples did not provide forgiveness; they proclaimed forgiveness on the basis of the 
message of the Gospel. Another Greek scholar, Dr. Kenneth Wuest, translates it “they have 
been previously forgiven them.”

   As the early believers went forth into the world, they announced the good news of sal-
vation. If sinners would repent and believe on Jesus Christ, their sins would be forgiven 
them! “Who can forgive sins but God only?” (Mark 2:7) All that the Christian can do is an-
nounce the message of forgiveness; God performs the miracle of forgiveness. If sinners will 
believe on Jesus Christ, we can authoritatively declare to them that their sins have been 
forgiven; but we are not the ones who provide the forgiveness.

  —Warren W. Wiersbe, “The Bible Exposition Commentary,” p. 393.
 14  The Christian witnesses proclaim and declare, and, empowered by the Spirit, live by the 

message of their own proclamation; it is God who effectively forgives or retains the sin. 
Thus Christian ministry is a continuation of Jesus’ ministry (cf. notes on v. 21): through 
the gift of the Spirit the authority that Jesus exercises in, say, John 9, is repeated in their 
lives. Jesus there gave both sight and faith to the one who knew he was blind; to those 
who claimed to see, he declared, ‘Your guilt remains’ (9:41). Thus the retention of their sin 
was both description and condemnation. And the Paraclete who is given as a gift to Jesus’ 
followers (v. 22) continues the same two-edged work through them (cf. notes on 15:26-27; 
16:7-11).

  —D. A. Carson, “The Gospel According to John,” p. 656.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Share with members that fear is the number one reason why many 
Christians fail to share their faith with other people. Ask members to 
suggest what some of those fears might be. For example:

  a. Fear of what others might think about them.

  b. Fear of possible persecution.

  c. Fear of rejection.

  d. Fear of not knowing enough about their faith and how to witness.

 2.  Say, In our study for today, we will see that the disciples were filled with fear 
as well and we will discover how Christ ministered to them in their time of 
fear. We will then determine how Christ can minister to us in our times of 
fear.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  The disciples were afraid (20:19a). Ask members to share reasons for 
their fear such as:

  a.  They had just reason to be afraid of what the Jewish leaders might do 
to them.

  b.  They had showed this fear when they deserted Jesus after His arrest.

  c.  Peter showed this fear when he denied Christ.

  d.  They were confused by the crucifixion and death of their Lord. Their 
lives were filled with fear that they had made the wrong choice in 
following Christ.

 4.  Ask, What was the result of their fear? (They were hiding behind locked 
doors. They had become too afraid to be seen in public.)
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 5.  Suddenly Jesus was in their midst and began to minister to the disci-
ples (20:19b). Divide the class into three groups and assign one of the 
following words to each group: Peace, Power, Purpose. Ask each group 
to discover and report on the way Jesus ministered to the disciples in 
these three ways. Their reports should include the following:

  a.  Peace—Jesus said two times, “Peace be with you” (20:19c and 21a). 
Jesus showed them His wounds to prove His identity (20:20a). We 
know the disciples received the peace of God because they were filled 
with joy (20:20b).

  b.  Power—Jesus breathed on them, and they received the Holy Spirit 
(20:22). This became their salvation experience as they finally be-
lieved in what Jesus came to do for them. Up to this point the disci-
ples were trying to handle their fear in their own strength. They were 
not dealing with their fear in the power of the Holy spirit.

  c.  Purpose—Jesus told the disciples He was sending them out to do His 
work (20:21b). The disciples could now come out of hiding because 
they had work to do. Jesus dealt with their fear about witnessing 
(20:23). Those who refuse to believe were rejecting Christ, not the 
witness.

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Encourage Application

 6. Allow time for each group to share and then ask the class to determine 
how Christ can minister to us in our times of fear in these same ways. 
For example:

  a.  Peace—Each of us can receive the gift of peace from the Holy Spirit 
if we ask for it. It will then be possible for us to trust in God to take 
care of our fears.

  b.  Power—We can receive power from the Holy Spirit to help us with 
our fears rather than operating in our own strength.

  c.  Purpose—Each of us has been called to share our faith with others 
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without fear of rejection. We are not the ones who save people. Only 
God can do that.

 7.  Ask members to share how this can help each of us to become more 
faithful in our witnessing. Challenge members to allow the Holy Spirit 
to minister to us in our times of witnessing in the days ahead.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Share with members, God gave us the Old Testament to prepare us for 
Christ. God gave us the New Testament so we would have a story to share 
with the world. Our study for today reminds of what Christ did for the disci-
ples to prepare them to share this story.

 2.  Challenge members to listen for how each of us can be prepared to share 
this story in our day. Christ wants to do the same thing for each of us 
that He did for the disciples that day in their hiding place.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Enlist someone to read the focal passage to the class and then lead 
members to discuss the following questions:

  a.  How do we know the disciples were not prepared to share the story 
of the Gospel with the world? (They had not yet believed in Christ’s 
resurrection or accepted Christ’s teachings regarding the kingdom. 
They were hiding behind locked doors filled with fear.)

  b.  What was the first thing Christ did to prepare the disciples for their 
mission? (Jesus appeared to them as the resurrected Savior and re-
placed their fear with peace.)

  c.  How do we know they received this gift of peace? (They were filled 
with joy when they saw Jesus.)

  d.  Christ then gave the disciples the purpose for their lives. What was 
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that purpose? (Jesus reminded them He had been sent by God to the 
world. They were being sent as well.)

  e.  What was so significant about what happened next in this passage? 
(The disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. What they could not do 
in their own power they could now do in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
God first breathed life into man and then breathed the Holy Spirit 
into their lives.)

  f.  What special privilege did Jesus give the disciples in verse 23? (While 
they did not have the power to forgive sins the disciples could assure 
those who received their teaching about the Gospel that they had 
been forgiven.)

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 4.  Ask, What do these verses reveal to us about the next step in God’s plan for the 
redemption of the world? (Jesus had completed His mission on the earth, 
which was to make it possible for God to restore a right relationship with 
humankind. It was now time for the Holy Spirit to indwell the lives of 
every believer so they could impact the whole world with the Gospel.)

Encourage Application

 5.  Ask members to share some of the ways this study can be applied to 
their lives. For example:

  a.  Each of us can have a personal encounter with Christ through the 
Holy Spirit.

  b.  We can experience the peace from the Holy Spirit that will help us 
overcome our fears about sharing our faith.

  c.  We can experience the power of the Holy Spirit rather than trying to 
witness in our own strength.

  d. Each of us can witness the power of the Gospel to change lives.

 6.  Close with a time of challenge for members to allow the Holy Spirit to 
help them fulfill the God-given purpose for their lives.



lesson 11

Focal Text

John 20:24-29
Background

Hebrews 10:25; 
1 Peter 1:8-9

The Only Scars 
in Heaven

MAIN IDEA

When we isolate ourselves from other 
believers, we miss out on God’s bless-
ings.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Do I draw strength from other believ-
ers?

TEACHING AIM

To challenge adults to understand 
that when we consider the wounds 
of Jesus, we understand His love by 
realizing the only scars in Heaven are 
His

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 



134  THE BEAUTY OF RESORATION: The Final Days of Jesus

Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

For lack of better words—Have you ever missed God? Or rather, have you 
missed the movements of God? Yes, have you ever missed out on the move-
ments, the manifestations, or the miracles of God? Have you ever been ex-
pecting something miraculous to happen, and you missed that one indelible, 
special moment with God?

Maybe you missed out on your grandmother’s healing, your brother’s de-
liverance, or your best friend’s conversion to Christianity. These moments 
are special. But, for whatever reason—you missed it. Now imagine that mo-
ment, magnified not by thousands, but by billions! Thomas did not simply 
miss out on one person’s healing, or one person’s deliverance. Thomas missed 
the most important moment in Mankind’s history. Thomas missed the initial 
moment of the “Good News” of Jesus! Not only did he miss the resurrection, 
but he also missed the moment when Christ made His initial appearance. 
Yes, Thomas missed seeing Christ walk in victory over death, hell, and the 
grave (Revelation 1:18) as He manifested Himself amongst His closest disci-
ples (John 20:16-19).

Can you see Thomas’s face in your mind? Can you begin to assess Thom-
as’s initial emotional state as he heard Mary’s initial report of Jesus’ resur-
rection, but to also hear that He had appeared to the other disciples? Can you 
perceive his angst as he heard voice after voice detailing every small instance 
of Christ return? Can you imagine Thomas’s disconnect? Can you imagine his 
frustration? Can you assess his shame?

Doesn’t your heart just ache for Thomas in this moment? So many times, 
in life we are simply unavailable, and we miss the moment. Christ spoke 
about this in Matthew 22:1-14. Sure, we make excuses, but all excuses ring 
hollow when we compare them to Christ’s appearance. In that light, noth-
ing is worth missing that moment. Then, whenever we are asked to share in 
the excitement of that moment our initial comments come from a source of 
frustration and anger, instead of excitement and praise. At a moment where 
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Thomas could have thought—“Mary confirmed she spoke to a risen Christ, 
and the other disciples confirmed it was Him! They saw His nail prints. They 
saw where the spear pierced His flesh in His side, and if He can appear to 
them, surely in time, He will appear to me.”

But Thomas did not. He did what many of us would have done. He doubt-
ed. He separated himself from the disciples by placing himself opposite of 
them and said, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put 
my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not 
believe.” In this very sad moment, we see Thomas had unknowingly, isolated 
himself from the other disciples. He has disconnected himself from his spiri-
tual family, and he made the resurrection all about himself.

Interpreting the Scriptures

Issues With Missing the Moment (20:24-26)

20:24. Scripture does not give us the reason Thomas missed the appearance 
of Christ. However, after John specifically stated Thomas was “one of the 
twelve,” we can assume John saw this as a dereliction of apostolic duty. The 
text presupposes that Thomas should have been at the initial meeting, but 
for whatever reason he was not.

Having the ability to look backward in time, we can safely say there is 
nothing more important than sharing the Good News of Christ’s resurrec-
tion. Christ constantly taught there was value in always being prepared and 
ready for the movements of Christ. He told the disciples as well as the Phar-
isees, Sadducees, and scribes that if His temple was destroyed, He would be 
resurrected in three days (John 2:19). But Christ also gave a word from His 
own lips that there would be weeping and gnashing of teeth for those who 
missed special moments of Christ (Matthew 8:12; Matthew 13:41-42; Mat-
thew 24:44-51).

Although the text says Thomas “was not with them when Jesus came,” 
it does not mean we are to lose heart, give up, disconnect ourselves from 
Church, or turn our backs on our spiritual family. Just because we miss Christ 
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the first time, it does not mean we will miss Him the second time. Christ is 
excellent at giving additional opportunities. When Christ healed blind Bar-
timaeus He initially passed him by, but blind Bartimaeus called out to Christ 
coming out from Jericho (Mark 10:46-52). Christ gave the woman caught in 
adultery a second chance as well in John 8:11 by saying “I do not condemn 
you, either. Go. From now on do not sin any longer.”

20:25. There is nothing more upsetting to an immature Christian than 
watching another child of God be blessed with something you desire for your-
self. Images of Cain and Abel come to mind. Seeing Abel be blessed, because 
he had faith to trust God to present a lamb for sacrifice, while Cain trusted 
in his work of the field caused instant jealously, envy, and even murder. Yet, 
we are not called to covet anything from our brothers or sisters in Christ 
(Exodus 20:17). Instead, we should celebrate and praise God for His blessings 
on their lives. Like David in Psalms 34:3, we should seek to “exalt His name 
together.”

20:26. Eight is the number of new beginnings. For Thomas, he had to hear 
the praises and reports of his fellow disciples for eight days because he was 
not in his proper place when Christ manifested Himself. Thomas was out of 
place.

Again, we see that although he was a disciple, Thomas is mentioned sep-
arately from the group of disciples. It is the same tense used by the angel re-
ferring to a disfellowshipped Peter when the angel said, “Go, tell His disciples 
and Peter” in Mark 16:7. This brings to light that our attitude toward God, 
our brothers and sisters, even our church can cause us to become separated 
from those who are to encourage us in our daily walk through life.

Although separated from the group of disciples, Thomas was not separat-
ed from Christ. Christ knows exactly where you are at all times.

The presence of Christ not only brings peace. His presence is peace. Christ 
speaks peace to the room, but for Thomas it had special meaning. Whenever a 
Child of God is being restored, they first must find the peace of Christ.
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Looking Through Fresh Eyes (20:27-29)

20:27. “Then He said to Thomas” implies that Christ knew Thomas’ emotion-
al state. Christ always knows. It is a blessing to have God so in tune with us 
that once we have entered into His peace He can speak directly to our needs.

The very words Thomas spoke in doubt, Christ spoke back to Thomas in 
confirmation. It is a blessing that we serve a God who speaks to all of our 
doubts. He can answer all of our questions of faith and He will show us how 
to be faithful.

Also, this moment begs the question, “Did Christ come a second time 
specifically to address Thomas’ doubts?” I am sure Thomas’ doubts were con-
cerning for the rest of the disciples. However, this second appearance seemed 
to address Thomas’s issues. It is reconfirming that Christ will leave the nine-
ty-nine and go find that one specific lost sleep.

20:28. The words “My Lord and my God” was a praise for God alone. It is 
a statement of wonder and confirmation. In it is the answer to the interior 
struggle that was within Thomas for the seven days he had to hear the other 
disciples speak about an experience he never had. It was confirmation of the 
hope and faith that resided within him, which was answered through this 
confirmation.

Also, the term “My Lord and my God” is personal. In this moment, Thom-
as states that Christ is not the God of my grandmother, or the God my neigh-
bor tells me about. This is personal confirmation and commitment. It is a 
moment of confession demonstrated to Thomas and all who were there that 
he was saved (Romans 10:10).

20:29. In Christ there are always moments where our faith is proven, and 
our doubts rendered obsolete. This statement of Christ recertified Thomas’ 
faith, but it challenged and critiqued his doubts. Yes, sadly Christ’s words 
hold a slight rebuke from the Master. Thomas should have believed the testi-
monies of Mary and the other disciples. Christ confirmed Thomas’ faith, but 
He put a higher premium on those who do not physically see, but they have 
the faith to believe.
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Christ’s question, “Because you have seen Me, have you now believed?” 
Means that Thomas faith at the time was limited. Thomas has to see to be-
lieve, much like Jairus who implored Christ to come to his house to  lay hands 
on his daughter so she would be healed (Mark 5:23). It was not that Jairus 
did not have faith. But his faith was limited. He could only conceive that for 
his daughter to be healed Christ had to make these necessary steps. This type 
of faith is the opposite of the Centurion who told Jesus that he understood 
authority and Christ had all authority. So Christ had only to speak the words 
and the centurion’s servant would be healed (Matthew 8:5-10).

Thomas had arrived at conviction by means of the senses, but the better 
blessings would fall to those who would see spiritually and not physically. The 
better blessing would be for those who base their confidence on the convic-
tion of faith, and not their physical senses.

Focusing on the Meaning

This lesson is filled with beautiful moments of Christ’s restoration for Thom-
as, for me, for you, and yes, for all who place their faith in Jesus. With that 
being said, and after studying this lesson aren’t you glad Christ left the nine-
ty-nine to go after the one lost sheep?

Because Thomas felt he has missed the moment, he withdrew from fel-
lowship with Christ. Many of us do this when we feel that God does not love 
us enough to include us in His plans. When we see someone else healed, 
blessed, or delivered, we should draw nearer to God instead of purposely 
moving ourselves away from His presence. We should never separate our-
selves from Christ. Hebrews 10:25, confirms that Christ wants the sheep of 
His pasture to always desire to be a part of the communal fellowship of the 
body of Christ. This is the reason Christ places a premium on us fellowship-
ping together.

I also love the moment that Christ openly and unashamedly showed 
Thomas His scars. It was a moment of pure love. It was Christ’s way of shar-
ing “This is how much I love you.” In hindsight, none of us was worthy to pay 
the price Christ paid on the cross. None of us were worthy. Only the Lamb 
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of God was worthy (Revelation 5:8-14). So, by showing Thomas His wounds, 
it reminds us that Christ’s scars will be the only scars in Heaven. By asking 
Thomas to place his fingers in His hands, and into His side was confirmation 
to Thomas that Christ did what none of us could do. He paid for all our sins 
on that Cross and there is nothing more praiseworthy than that.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Write the following statements on strips of paper and post them at the 
front of the room:

  a. The lost will experience a time of need in their lives.

  b. This is when they need to hear the Gospel.

  c.  The Holy Spirit will convict them of their sins and make them re-
sponsive to the love of God.

  d. If they believe and receive, they will be saved.

  e. They can then receive God’s purpose for their lives.

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 2.  Ask for volunteers to take one of these statements from the wall and 
share with the class how they experienced this truth in their own con-
version experience.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Remind members of our study from last week. Ask the rest of the class 
to join one of the statement holders and give each group the following 
assignment:

  a.  How did the disciples experience this statement in their encounter 
with the risen Christ?

  b.  Read the focal passage for this study and determine how the disciples 
are now responding to this statement as found in these verses.

    (A copy of this assignment is available in ‘Teaching Resource 
Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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 4.  After ten minutes ask each group to share their responses to these ques-
tions. Their reports should include the following:

  a.  Statement one—The disciples had a time of need in their lives. (They 
were afraid for their lives.) They still seemed to be struggling with 
this same need in 20:26—The doors were locked.

  b.  Statement two—The disciples were in desperate need of the peace 
that only God could give. (Jesus gave them this peace.) They seemed 
to need a fresh dose of His peace as revealed in 20:26.

  c.  Statement three—Jesus breathed on them, and they received the 
Holy Spirit. Thomas reminded them of their own time of doubting 
when they had heard an eyewitness report of the risen Christ (20:24-
25).

  d.  Statement four—The disciples received the Holy Spirit and became 
believers in the risen Christ. They continued to believe in the risen 
Christ as they shared their witness with Thomas in 20:25.

  e.  Statement five—The disciples received their life’s purpose, which 
was to share the Gospel story with others. The disciples seemed to 
be struggling fulfilling this purpose as they were once again meeting 
behind locked doors.

 5.  Ask members to discover similarities in the conversion experience of 
Thomas with that of the other disciples. For example:

  a. Both seemed to need to see the wounds in Christ’s body (20:26-27).

  b. Both received peace from the Lord and declared their belief (20:28).

Encourage Application

 6.  Read John 20:29 and ask members to share their understanding of how 
we can believe today without actually seeing the risen Savior with our 
own eyes. Their responses may include the following:

  a.  We can believe the eyewitness accounts of those in the New Testa-
ment.
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  b.  We can have a personal encounter with the risen Savior through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.

  c.  We can believe in the Word of God that tells us about the life, death, 
and resurrection of Christ.

  d.  Jesus responded to the need of Thomas and the disciples to see Christ 
with their own eyes because they were not indwelled with the Holy 
Spirit as we are today.

 7.  Ask members to suggest some questions we can ask ourselves today to 
help us determine how we are doing with each of these statements in 
our own lives. For example:

  a. Are we still trusting God with our times of fear?

  b.  Do we re-visit our conversion experience from time to time to re-
mind us of the power and certainty of the Gospel?

  c. Do we continue to confess our sins on a daily basis?

  d.  Do we still believe in the power of the Gospel to save anyone who will 
believe?

  e. Are we continuing to fulfill God’s purpose for our lives?

 8.  Close with a time of prayer for members to live in such a way that others 
will know we have been truly changed by the Holy Spirit.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Ask members to respond to the following statement: “I am so thankful 
for God’s patience with me as I struggle to be what He wants me to be.” 
(Everyone should be able to think of some times when they have expe-
rienced God’s patience.)
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 2.  Share with members, We will be reminded of how patient Jesus was with 
His disciples in our study for today. Let’s see what we can learn from this 
experience that can help us better understand the patience of God in our own 
lives.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Before you read the focal passage, ask members to listen for examples of 
God’s patience with the disciples. Then have a time of sharing what they 
heard. For example:

  a.  Why was Thomas absent from the gathering when Christ first ap-
peared to the disciples (20:24)? (Was he too busy or too afraid? Jesus 
did not let this become a matter of concern.)

  b.  Why did Thomas not believe the eyewitness accounts of the disciples 
(20:25)? (They told him what the Holy Spirit had empowered them to 
say. Jesus did not allow this lack of belief to concern Him.)

  c.  Why did the disciples feel it was necessary to lock the doors (20:26)? 
(They were still struggling with fear. Jesus appeared to them at just 
the right time to renew His blessing of peace.)

  d.  Why had Thomas requested something the other disciples had not 
(20:27-28)? (The other disciples saw the wounds, but they had not 
demanded to see them. Thomas was more difficult to convince. Jesus 
did not reprimand Thomas but simply granted his request.)

  e.  What special blessing did Jesus share with the disciples in 20:29? 
(Those who came later would not have the special blessing of seeing 
the risen Savior with their own eyes.)

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 4.  Ask members, How it is possible for us today to have a personal encounter 
with Christ without actually seeing Him with our eyes? (Through the power 
and presence of the Holy Spirit.)
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Encourage Application

 5.  Ask members to discuss how these examples of Christ’s patience with 
the disciples has been a special blessing to them? (This should remind 
each one of us that God does not love us less because we are not perfect. 
He just wants us to love Him so much that we try to be as perfect as 
possible.)

 6.  Ask members to reflect back on our opening discussion about the expe-
riences they have had with God’s patience. Ask, Think of times when the 
Lord restored you after a time of sin, doubt, and/or struggle. What was the 
fellowship like with the Lord after being restored?

 7. Close with a time of prayer thanking God for His blessing.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

I’m going fishing! Such a simple statement. Such a fun statement. But in this 
instance, it is one full of confusion and sorrow. Peter made this statement 
in the presence of other perplexed disciples. Jesus had been resurrected. He 
had appeared to them twice so far, but up until this moment Christ had not 
conveyed His entire purpose to them as a group.

Yes, they had seen Him; yes, they had worshipped Him; and yes, they had 
celebrated with Him, but there was one disciple of Christ that had not been 
restored—Peter.

In this instance, can you understand Peter’s confusion? Can you under-
stand Peter’s bewilderment?

Saints of God, there is nothing worse than being spiritually confused. 
To be in the right place with the right God but knowing there is something 
stopping you from truly being a part of the fellowship can be truly troubling. 
Sin separates us. Sin blocks us. Sin stops us from fulfilling our purpose. And 
more times than not, when you really do not know Gods’ purpose for your 
life you often go back to what is familiar. In times of uncertainty or chaos 
many times we will go back to our old ways. Many times, we will go back to 
our old sins—because it is familiar.

Peter was a fisherman by trade, so to him going back to fishing would be 
the most natural thing in the world. But God did not call Peter to be a fisher-
man. God called Peter to be a fisher of men. So, in this moment of God rees-
tablishing His disciples, how does Christ ultimately restore Peter? He waited 
for Peter to go fishing so Peter could get reacquainted with past failures, and 
then Christ invited the group of disciples to breakfast.

That is why I am so thankful for this lesson. This lesson teaches us that 
once we commit to Christ, we must stay on the path He has laid at our feet. 
Sure, we will mess up from time to time. Sure, we will walk off the path of God 
from time to time. And yes, because we are fearful, we might even denounce 
God. But when we have a little talk with Jesus. When we openly, honestly, 
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and humbly come before Christ, we will often see Christ has been there the 
whole time, and He is simply waiting for us to get our priorities in order. In 
these moments, it is a blessing to see Christ is simply waiting for us to hum-
bly acknowledge His necessity in our lives, and He will set us back on the path 
to our ultimate purpose.

Interpreting the Scriptures

Returning to Old Ways (21:1-3)

21:1. Many biblical writers would give you a synopsis or a summary of the 
chapter in the first verse. This is no different in John chapter 21. Verse, one 
summarizes what the remaining twenty-five verse details.

The sea of Tiberias has several names. Throughout Scripture it is called 
Lake of Gennesaret (Luke 5:1), Lake Kinneret (Numbers 34:11), and its most 
common name the Sea of Galilee (Mathew 15:29).

Although Christ told His disciples He would meet them at the sea of Gal-
ilee (Mark 14:28) this sea plays a significant part in Peter, James, and John 
coming to faith in Christ (Luke 5:1-11).

21:2. Of the seven disciples that were identified, please note that this week 
we are dealing with Peter’s restoration. Last week we dealt with Thomas who 
is the second disciple named in this list.

Christ often referred to brothers, James and John as the Sons of Zebe-
dee, which translates to “Sons of Thunder.” Some believe this title to be a 
reminder for the two brothers to always remember that Christ is gracious. 
Christ chastised these two brothers for desiring to call down fire from heaven 
to destroy a village that did not want to hear Christ (Luke 9:52-55).

21:3. After Peter’s denouncement of Christ, John often used his birth 
name—Simon. As the disciples waited on Christ’s appearance and under-
standing that the rulers of the day were seeking to kill them, it would be 
natural for them to congregate together.
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Peter’s return to fishing can be seen as a return to former things before 
meeting Christ. True to form before Peter met Christ the first time, they 
caught no fish. Likewise, this time they caught no fish.

Peter was considered to be the leader of the twelve. As he was in a con-
fused state, his request was met and seconded by those he led. In Christ, we 
must be careful of this. Often when we lead others with a confused mindset, 
we lead them down pathways of destruction.

Seeing Christ Through His Miracles (21:4-7)

21:4. The text shares “But when day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the 
beach.” Jesus is light. Isn’t it miraculous that in darkness we miss so much? 
But at the appearance the day breaks.

“Yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.” In this instance, Christ 
kept Himself from being seen. After the resurrection of Christ, He would 
often hide Himself and it was left to the individual to recognize Him. He 
hid Himself with Mary. He has now hidden Himself with His disciples who 
must learn not to recognize Him by His face but by His workings and by His 
movements.

21:5. “You do not have any fish to eat, do you?” This was a purpose state-
ment. Christ asked this speaking to Peter’s purpose to return to old ways. 
However, after once tasting the gift of God, nothing else will matter. Nothing 
else will suffice. Once you are a new creature in Christ, nothing else will do.

This question asked by Christ was not one filled with condemnation but 
compassion. Does fishing fulfill your purpose? Does returning to what was 
familiar suffice? Does going backward to old ways and old sins make you hap-
py, fulfilled, and complete. Sadly, the answer for all of us is “No.”

Also, this question is designed not to only show us our insufficiencies, 
but to show us Christ’s sufficiency.

21:6. “Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat, and you will find the 
fish.”

Isn’t this familiar? Have we not heard these exact words before in Luke 
5:4-11? Have we not read of God testing Peter’s faith by assuring him that 
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he will have an awesome catch if he simply follows the Master’s suggestion? 
Likewise, have you not seen God’s movements in your life? This is a God mo-
ment. You do not see who He is, but you can begin to recognize His works.

Following the simplest instructions from Christ can net you the largest 
blessing. Simply following Christ words can keep you safe and secure from all 
sources of evil.

21:7. John, in his writing, often spoke of himself in the third person or with 
an identifier. Earlier, he referred to himself as a Son of Zebedee, here he re-
ferred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus Loved.”

Being amongst the disciples, John was the first to recognize the works of 
Christ. He was the original disciple to share openly what was hidden from the 
rest. That the person on the beach was Jesus Christ.

“When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer gar-
ment…and threw himself into the sea” This was a very powerful moment 
in Christ. Peter did not recognize Christ. But because of John’s testimony, 
he covered himself and jumped into the sea. Upon the testimony of others, 
Thomas rejected Christ. Upon the testimony of others, Peter jumped into the 
sea seeking to get to Christ as soon as possible.

Christ Always Supplies Your Needs (21:8-14)

21:8. “But the other disciples came in the little boat, for they were not far 
from the land, but about two hundred cubits away, dragging the net full of 
fish.”

In his exuberance to get to Christ, Peter left the fish! Isn’t that a strong 
statement of Peter’s faith? Being in Christ or with Christ is more important 
that gathering fish. Christ reminds us our work for Him is important, but 
there is nothing more important than being in the presence of Christ. Re-
member, Martha was waiting tables while Mary sat at His feet, and when 
Martha complained Christ confirmed that Mary’s position (at His feet) was 
more important that Martha’s placement (waiting on tables) (Luke 10:42).

21:9-11. Although Peter’s purpose was to produce fish, in his excitement, 
he forgot them. How much of a blessing it is to see Christ already had a fire 
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cooking bread and fish? This my brothers and sisters, is a miracle of Christ 
worked specifically for these disciples. Even though we have areas of lack, 
this proves that Christ is the One who truly supplies all our needs (Philippi-
ans 4:19).

Some will say Christ added their fish to His because there was not enough. 
However, remember David’s words in Psalms 37:25, “I have been young and 
now I am old, Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his descendants 
begging for bread.” Also remembering the twelve baskets of fish the disciples 
kept after feeding the five thousand, others would say this was a practical 
statement of Christ about the net of the gospel being as strong as ever to 
bring souls to God.

21:12. When you learn to recognize the movements of God in your life, 
you do not have to question anymore. You just have to accept that you know 
where your strength lies. You know where your healing comes from. You 
know where your blessings abide. Once you questioned. But now, like Peter, 
you know.

21:13-14. Bread and fish. These two have been used together during the 
entire ministry of Christ. Since we do not know where the bread came from, 
we are to assume Christ manifested the bread. He is the bread of Heaven 
(John 6:32-35).

Focusing on the Meaning

Christ wants us to recognize Him. Please notice after Christ’s resurrection 
He hid Himself from Mary and the other women (John 20:14-17). He hid 
Himself from Cleopas and the other disciple on the road to Emmaus (Luke 
24:13-32). And He hid Himself from this unique group of Disciples. Why? 
Christ wants us to look beyond our issues and our struggles and recognize 
His movements within our lives. Christ wants us to look beyond our identity 
issues, our low self-esteem, and our self-doubt to see He is an ever-present 
help in a time to trouble (Psalms 46:1).
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Christ gives us focus, direction, and a pathway for us to follow as we nav-
igate life and the various issues we face from time to time. He has a plan. His 
plan is not to hurt us. His plan is not to destroy us, but His plan is to give us 
hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11). His plan is to bless us all.

And how does He do that? By inviting us to breakfast. He shows us His 
miraculous power and authority all the while being hidden from us. It is not 
for someone else to point at us and say God is blessing us. It is for us to in-
dividually recognize that God has always been, and He will always be, by our 
side (Psalms 124:1-3).

So, we must always seek to hear and recognize the movements of God in 
our lives. We must always look at every situation with fresh eyes seeking to 
see God’s fingerprints in the most hurtful of situations, and still give Him 
praise for them. Yes, even when we have walked away from the faith, there’s 
always time to come back to Christ. We must simply recognize that He has 
always been there watching over us, protecting us, and providing for us.
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Ask members to recall any time(s) in their life when they tried to do 
something other than what God had called them to do. Ask, In essence, 
what were you trying to do? (Take over control of your life.) Allow some 
to share their experience with how God got them back on track.

 2.  Share, In our study for today we will examine what happened when the disci-
ples tried to return to their former way of living rather than doing what God 
had called them to do. Let’s see what we can learn from their experience.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Before reading Luke 5:1-11 and the focal passage for this study, ask 
members to listen for the primary reason Jesus repeated this miracle 
for the disciples. (In the first miracle, Jesus called the disciples to follow 
Him and become fishers of men. The miracle in John’s Gospel served as 
a reminder to the disciples of what they had been called to do.)

 4.  Lead members to recall from lesson 10 what Jesus did to remind the 
disciples of what they had been called to do. For example:

  a.  Jesus ministered to their fear. (In Luke’s account, Jesus ministered 
to their fear as well.)

  b.  Jesus brought peace into their lives.

  c.  Jesus brought salvation to their sinful lives. (In Luke’s account, Peter 
confessed his sin.)

  d. Jesus empowered them with the Holy Spirit.

  e.  Jesus called them to share the Gospel with the lost. (They first got 
this call in Luke’s account.)
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 5.  Read John 21:3 and ask members to discuss how this verse leads us to be-
lieve the disciples were trying to take control of their lives. (Peter wanted 
to return to his former way of living as did some of the other disciples.)

 6.  Lead class members to develop some principles we can identify in these 
verses that can help us in those times in our life when we are tempted 
to say, “I’m going fishing.” For example:

  a.  Jesus will speak to us in different ways to remind us of His call. (In 
this passage, Jesus repeated the miracle from Luke 5.)

  b.  The Holy Spirit will not let us be satisfied with doing our own thing. 
(The disciples caught no fish.)

  c.  The Holy Spirit will lead us to admit that we are struggling with our 
decision to go fishing. (Jesus asked the disciples how successful they 
had been.)

  d.  The Holy Spirit will remind us of how different things are in our life 
when we keep God in control. (In His power, they caught great num-
bers of fish.)

  e.  The Holy Spirit will remind us of how refreshing it is to have Him in 
our lives. (Jesus was waiting for them on shore with breakfast. What 
a wonderful time of fellowship!)

  f.  The Holy Spirit will continue to minister to us in our times of strug-
gle and doubt. (This was the third, but not the last time Jesus ap-
peared to the disciples as the Risen Savior.)

Encourage Application

 7.  Remind members of our discussion at the beginning of this study relat-
ed to those times when we have tried to “go fishing” rather than contin-
ue to do God’s will in our lives. Ask for a time of discussion of how these 
principles can be applied to these times in our lives.

 8.  Close with a time of prayer for members to allow the Holy Spirit to min-
ister to them during their times of questioning the will of God in their 
lives.
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DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Ask members to recall when they felt called by God to fulfill His pur-
pose for their life. Ask several to share their experience. Then ask them 
to recall times when they had to be reminded of that call. Ask them to 
discuss this question: “Why was this necessary and how did it happen?”

 2. Share, In our study for today we will see how Jesus reminded the disciples of 
their call and how He led them to recommit themselves to that call.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Remind members that Jesus’ initial call to the disciples can be found 
in Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, Luke 5:2-11, when Jesus called the 
disciples to lay down their nets, follow Him, and become fishers of men. 
Then ask members to recall additional ways Jesus ministered to the dis-
ciples, based on previous studies, as He reminded them of this call. For 
example:

  a. Jesus ministered to their fear.

  b. Jesus brought peace to their lives.

  c. Jesus brought power to their lives.

  d. Jesus reminded them of the purpose for their lives.

 4.  As you read the focal passage, ask members to listen for additional ways 
Jesus ministered to the disciples as He reminded them of their call. Al-
low time for the class to share what they heard, which will include the 
following:

  a.  Jesus appeared to them for the third time as the resurrected Savior 
(21:1a and 14).

  b.  Jesus was not angry with the disciples for their decision to go back to 
their life as fishermen (21:1b-3).
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  c.  Jesus repeated the miracle performed in Luke 5 to remind the disci-
ples of their initial call to the ministry (21:4-6).

  d.  Jesus revealed himself to the disciples and fixed them a meal (21:7-
11).

  e. The disciples recognized Jesus and remembered their call (21:12-13).

 5.  Next remind members that Jesus brought the disciples peace, power, 
and purpose in John 20:19-23, but had yet to give them a plan. Ask, 
When did this occur and what was the plan? (In Acts 2 at Pentecost. God’s 
plan for reaching the world with the Gospel was for His disciples to evan-
gelize the lost, establish churches where the Gospel could be preached, 
and believers could be taught how to observe all things. For the first 
time, the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit to empower them to 
fulfill this mission.)

Encourage Application

 6.  Remind members that each of us has been called to help fulfill this plan. 
Ask, How can this study serve as a reminder of this call in our lives?

 7.  Close with a time of prayer for members to remember their call and 
recommit themselves to remain faithful to that call.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Restoration. By definition restoration means the act of returning something 
to a former owner, place, or condition. To the object in a fallen state, being 
restored means to be returned to an original state. In this light, let me say I 
thank God; we as a royal priesthood and a holy nation have been restored (1 
Peter 2:9-10)! I thank God He gives us chance, after chance, after chance, to 
get it right. From Peter’s frail view of forgiveness being seven times (Matthew 
18:21), to fully understanding that God confirms to us that His grace toward 
our forgiveness, and our ultimate restoration is uncountable, unimaginable, 
and incomprehensible. God has shown us through the love of Christ that the 
well of His grace never runs dry, and there is always, another chance for a 
repentant soul to come back into proper fellowship with Him.

As a Christian we must understand that failing is a part of life. Failing is a 
part of being human. Failing is part of missing the mark set by God. Many of 
us love Christ so much we swear we will not fail Him, but since we are sinners 
saved by grace, that assessment of ourselves is faulty, and a standard that is 
practically impossible to keep. Even the statement “Christ, I will never sin. I 
will never fail you. I will never leave you,” is saturated with pride. Remember, 
when it comes to the character of humanity, Isaiah said that even on our best 
days, “our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment” (Isaiah 64:6). So beloved, 
please understand, from the moment of our birth, within our flesh we are 
conditioned to fail. In David’s cry to God for His constant covering and salva-
tion, he openly admitted, “Behold, I was brought forth in guilt, and in sin my 
mother conceived me” (Psalms 51:5).

But like Peter we often stand in pride and self-righteousness, and we 
place our agendas in front of His. Like a modern-day Peter we say, “I will 
never betray you, Christ!” Christ has to remind us over and over again to 
simply wait until the cock crows (Matthew 26:34). Or to hear Christ plainly 
state that His purpose to save humankind is for Him to die, but we place our 
agenda before His and sharply rebuke Him (Matthew 16:21-24) only to be 
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told we are walking according to the devil’s plans—not His. Or we tell Christ 
“You don’t have to wash me!” only to hear Christ tell us “if I do not wash you, 
you have no place with Me” (John 13:8).

We often mess up. In truth, we mess up daily. But even though we mess 
up daily, God gives us new mercies every morning. Even though we sin dai-
ly, God’s grace and mercy restores us back to being useful vessels of God (2 
Timothy 2:21). But thank God that our God restores us. Thank God that He 
wants to redeem us and return us to our former owner- Jehovah God.

Interpreting the Scriptures

The Process of Restoration (21:15-17)

“Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” We note in Christ’s 
conversation that He did not engage Peter by calling him by the name Christ 
Himself had given, but He acknowledged him as Simon. This is a direct refer-
ral to Peter’s fallen state. It shows us that even in this moment Christ saw 
Peter clearly and concisely, but He was willing to restore Peter if Peter was 
able to show humility and acknowledge his issues.

When Peter said openly in Matthew 16:16 that Christ was the Messiah, 
Christ responded in Matthew 16:17-18, “Blessed are you,  Simon Barjona, 
because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” From this 
moment forward Christ only referred to Peter by his previous name, Simon, 
in times of emotional distress or at times where Peter lost his way. This simu-
lates the struggle between the new nature and the old. It is symbolic of Jacob 
whose original name means “Schemer” to God’s given name “Israel,” which 
mean “Prince” (Genesis 32:27-28).

The phrase, “Do you love me?” is rooted in a threefold question. Three 
times Christ asked Peter about Peter’s love for Him. Some believe Christ 
asked this question three times because Peter denounced Christ three times 
(Luke 22:54-62).
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The phrase, “Do you love me?” is foundational and relational. It is foun-
dational because for us to do a work in God we must do our work in His vine-
yard out of love (Matthew 20:1-16). It is relational because no matter where 
Christ sends us, or what He has called us to do, all that He requires of us is to 
simply love Him (Mark 12:30-31).

The phrases, “Tend my Lambs, Shepherd my sheep, Tend my sheep” are 
all apart of Peter’s calling. In restoring Peter, Christ gave Peter new Kingdom 
assignment.

Don’t Lose Your Focus (21:18-21)

21:18-19. The term “Truly” translated “Behold” or “Verily, Verily” depend-
ing on translation is a precursor, which is often followed by a weighted state-
ment. It means to pay particularly close attention to what follows.

While in the process of restoration, Christ gave Peter a preview of his 
final days, and how he was to die. He compared three different settings. The 
first, “When you were younger / When you grow old,” the second, “You used 
to put on your belt / Someone else will put your belt on you,” and the third, 
“Walk wherever you wanted / Bring you where you do not want to go.”

Although Christ’s words confirmed that Peter would die a tragic death, 
Christ shared that Peter’s death would glorify God proving Peter’s love for 
Christ.

For a disciple of Christ, and one who needed to be restored, there are no 
words that contain the gravity and the assuredness of one’s position in Christ 
than hearing Christ say, “Follow Me.” Peter remembered these words spoken 
to him when he first came to faith (Matthew 4:18-20), but now after turning 
his back on Christ and finding how lost he was without Christ, Peter came 
back humbly to the foot of Christ, and he was restored. Peter did not have 
to pay Christ, beg Christ, or embarrass himself. All He had to do was talk to 
Christ, and Christ gave Peter another chance.

21:20-21. The text was written as if Christ and Peter were on a walk around 
the Sea of Galilee, and John, who wrote from a hidden perspective was fol-
lowing. John wrote from a perspective that his love for Christ was so deep, it 
compelled him to stay within close vicinity to Christ.
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John is the author of John, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Revelation. Rev-
elation is a book written about Christ being the Son of God. But this knowl-
edge must be revealed to the reader, much like John’s approach in this verse. 
He wrote in a matter that you as the reader must look deeper and see the 
revelation of who is “the disciple whom Jesus loved” and “the one who also 
had leaned back on His chest at the supper and said, “Lord, who is the one 
who is betraying You?”

Oh Peter! Did you just ask Christ about someone else’s purpose? Asking 
Christ, “Lord, and what about this man?” is so beneath you! Why ask this 
question at this important moment? Why compare your walk with another 
believer? Children of God, how quickly does sin creep in. How quickly do we 
begin to miss the mark in God. Please remember, we always begin to lose our 
focus when a spirit of envy, or jealously creeps in. Comparing your spiritual 
journey to another believer is fertile ground for the devil to play in. Remem-
ber our enemy is a roaring lion seeking whomever he can devour (1 Peter 
5:8-9), so do not allow him to catch you because you are jealous. We must 
constantly test our hearts to avoid the wiles of the devil (Ephesians 6:11).

Keep in mind, Peter, that God had just restored you. God had just re-
confirmed His call on your life. But as soon as you saw another person that 
loved Christ, your very nature got the best of you, suspiciousness takes hold, 
and Peter wanted Christ to tell him about the future of another child of God. 
Saints of God, there is no need for jealously, or envy. There is room at the 
Cross for all of us to love Christ, worship Christ, and desire to be in the pres-
ence of Christ.

Don’t Worry About the Wrong Thing (21:22-25)

21:22. The phrase, “What is that to you?” is key in understanding Christ’s 
view of Peter’s question. Christ is God alone, and His thoughts are not our 
thoughts, His ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9). He does not need to 
confirm the purpose of another brother or sister in Christ. We have enough 
on our plates, and we need to be focused on serving Christ to the best of our 
ability.



Lesson 13: Jesus Restores Us 161 

The phrase, “You follow me” was confirmation that Peter needed to stay 
focused on his walk and his journey alone.

The phrase, “Follow Me” speaks to Peter’s original call by God to His 
apostolic role, and His previous call to Peter in this very conversation. This 
demonstrates that Christ’s call on our lives is continuous and irrevocable 
(Romans 11:29).

21:23-24. Thank God for John. Thank God for clarity. Much like today, out 
of their excitement the disciples began to add to the words of Christ. This is 
a common mistake but a regrettable one. Scripture warns us of adding to and 
taking away from the Words of Christ (Deuteronomy 4:2, Revelation 22:18-
19). In correcting this false statement, John called us to remember he is the 
author of the book and in no effort to heap glory upon himself he clarified 
this statement and assured us that “His testimony is true.”

21:25. In summation to this chapter, John took a reflective look at the life, 
the mission, and the sacrifices of Christ. He showed us that his writings and 
thereby other New Testament writers are only giving us a glimpse into Christ. 
This is the revelation that John was discussing in detail.

Focusing on the Meaning

Peter is the perfect example of human pride. Peter is the perfect person to 
show us God is willing to restore each of us. Even at this moment when he 
had just been restored, his first comment to Christ was not “Thank you, Je-
sus,” or even, “God, I love you.” His first comment was “Well, what about 
John?”

This is why we so desperately need God’s grace and mercy in our lives. 
This is why we must hold onto Christ’s unchanging hand. This is why we need 
to be constantly restored. It is so easy to lose our focus, get off track, and to 
think we are better than we are. This is why Paul constantly warns us, “Not to 
think more highly of [ourselves] than [we] ought to think” (Romans 12:3). I 
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love that Paul always gives us reminders that dealing with our flesh is a con-
stant struggle and we must die daily to self (1 Corinthians 15:31).

This is why we must learn to glorify God in our weaknesses. Because be-
ing weak in ourselves makes us strong in Him. So, we must not grow weary in 
our well doing (Galatians 6:9). We must not think we are unusable vessels to 
God. No, our infirmities and our shortcoming can be used by God perfectly 
for His glory and for His kingdom. So, we understand, “All things work for 
our good” as long as we are in Christ and we allow Him to work through us on 
the good days, as well as the bad ones.
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Lesson Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Ask members to recall some of the greatest times of forgiveness and 
restoration we have seen in the Bible. Then lead members in a time of 
prayer thanking God for His forgiveness and restoration in each of our 
lives.

 2.  Share, We will examine the restoration experience of Peter in our study for 
today and will be reminded of just how loving God is to each one of us.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Ahead of time, arrange the chairs in three circles. Ask class members to 
pick one of the circles. Place an assignment for each group in one of the 
chairs. These assignments are as follows:

  a.  Group one—In 21:15-17, Jesus used the word, agape (self-sacrificial 
love) two times before switching to the word for love that Peter used 
all three times, phileo (brotherly love). What is the significance of this 
truth?

  b.  Group two—In 21:15-17 Jesus told Peter three times to “feed my 
sheep.” What is the significance of Jesus’ asking His question and 
making this statement three times?

  c.  Group three—In 21:18-23, Jesus speaks of the future times in the 
lives of Peter and John. What can we know about would happen to 
each disciple?

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 4.  After ten minutes ask the groups to rearrange their chairs facing the 
front and share about their time of discussion. Suggested responses in-
clude the following:
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  a.  Group one—What Jesus was saying was, “Do you love me? Do you 
really love me? Are you even my friend?” Peter was honest in his 
answer, but Jesus decided that his phileo love would be enough at 
this time. Jesus knew Peter would eventually switch to agape love for 
Him.

  b.  Group two—Jesus was reminding Peter of his three times of denial 
and, for the third time in His post-resurrection appearances to the 
disciples, Jesus told Peter to do His Work.

  c.  Group three—Jesus was sharing with Peter that a time would come 
when he was no longer in charge of what happened to him. He was 
also sharing with Peter about his own time of crucifixion that would 
happen in the near future. Others would lead him to his cross. For 
John, Jesus was telling him about his long life that would lead him 
to his old age. Jesus was not saying that John would be alive when 
Jesus made His triumphant return.

 5.  Before reading John 20:31, ask members to listen for the primary rea-
son John wrote this book. (His purpose was to show that Jesus was the 
Son of God.) Ask, In what way does John 21:24-25 verify this truth? 
(Someone spoke to the credibility of John. John also reminded us that 
much more could have been written to verify this truth.)

Encourage Application

 6.  Ask members to determine a point of application related to each of 
these three reports that can be applied to their lives. For example:

  a.  How would you respond to Jesus if He were to ask you these ques-
tions about your love for Him?

  b. How often do you need to be reminded to feed His sheep?

  c.  When you are fearful about your future, how does it help to know 
God is in control of what will happen to you? Also, comparing our 
lives to others may cause us to question the justice of God.

 7.  Allow time for members to reflect on each of these points of application 
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before leading in a time of prayer thanking God for His forgiveness and 
restoration through times such as these experienced by Peter.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Begin by asking members to reflect on what it means to them that God 
is in control of their lives—past, present, and future. Allow time for 
reflection and for some to share their thoughts.

 2.  Ask members to summarize these thoughts by suggesting some guide-
lines we can follow to make us more sensitive to God’s leading in our 
lives. For example:

  a.  God wants us to remember our times of failure, but then we need to 
allow Him to help us get past these and accept His forgiveness and 
renewal.

  b.  God has a purpose for our lives that should guide our daily choices 
about what to do with our time.

  c.  God knows all that will ever happen to us and knows the time of our 
home going. How can this bring peace to us during our times of fear 
and uncertainty?

 3.  Share with members, In our study for today we will see how Jesus minis-
tered to Peter in these three areas and determine how this example can help 
each one of us continue to trust God with our past, present, and future.

Guide Bible Study

 4.  Before reading the entire focal passage, ask members to listen for the 
ways Christ ministered to Peter in each of these three areas of past, 
present, and future of a person’s life. Their responses should include the 
following:
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  a.  Christ reminded Peter of his three denials. (Christ encouraged Peter 
to get past this time of denial and gave him the opportunity to ex-
press his love for Christ.)

  b.  Christ reminded Peter of what he was called to do at this time in 
his life. (This was Christ’s third post-resurrection appearance, and on 
each occasion, Christ reminded the disciples of their life’s purpose.)

  c.  Christ gave Peter a glimpse of his future to remind him that God had 
a plan for his life that would require faith and trust. (John also was 
given a glimpse of his future.)

 5.  Ask members to summarize the main points in the closing verses of 
John’s Gospel (21:24-25). Their response should include the following:

  a. John recorded these events, and his account is accurate.

  b.  There was so much more that could have been included but these 
events give us the information we need to lead us to a saving knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ as our Savior.

Encourage Application

 6.  Ask members to share with the person next to them how each of the 
following statements can impact their lives:

  a.  I need to live as one who has been forgiven of past sins in my life.

  b.  I need to remember that I am to live one day at a time and remain 
faithful to what God has called me to do today.

  c.  I need to quit worrying about my future and learn to trust God to do 
what is best for me.

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 7.  Close with a time of prayer for members to continue implementing 
these statements in their lives in the days ahead.
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Bible Comments

Understanding the Context

Merry Christmas! Thank you for reading this lesson detailing the days be-
fore the birth of Christ through Elizabeth’s and Mary’s eyes. It is an exciting 
time as we journey together to years past, and we find ourselves nine short 
months away from the birth of Christ.

Have you ever had a message given to you by divine revelation that you 
just had to share with someone? If so, how did you share that revelation? Did 
you make it about you, or did you make it all about God? Did you walk in His 
truth and share with the world the message you carried and the joy that you 
found being a vessel for God?

Well in today’s lesson that is exactly what happened. Today, we will learn 
about the innate joy of being filled with the Holy Spirt, and how God can use 
your joy to bring joy to someone else. In today’s lesson, we will learn about 
Mary’s confirmation that she was to be the mother of the Savior of the world 
through her cousin Elizabeth. Today, we will learn about the miracles in both 
their wombs. One the forerunner of God, and the other the Savior of the 
world, God Himself, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Today, we will learn that God’s 
glory is to be shared and magnified again, and again until the entire world 
sees Christ as it’s Risen Savior. This lesson is rooted in the praise of David in 
Psalms 34:3, when David said, “Let us exalt His name together!”

Interpreting the Scriptures

Having Your Spirit Filled With Joy (1:39-41)

1:39. “Now at this time Mary set out and went in a hurry to the hill country,” 
the text implies that after the Angel confirmed Mary would carry the Christ, 
and her formerly barren cousin Elizabeth was six months pregnant; Mary 
immediately left for Elizabeth’s house.
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Many theologians argue the point of when did Mary fully accept that she 
would be the mother of the Savior? During their conversation, Mary ques-
tions the angel, and ultimately says “May it be done to me according to your 
word” does not serve as total commitment to the Angel’s plan. Hence the 
haste of Mary to go see Elizabeth. The text implies that she left the same day.

What specific city Mary traveled to is not known. Some have supposed it 
to be Jerusalem, others Hebron; but all is conjecture. Hebron, before called 
Kirjatharba (Joshua 14:15), is likely, for that was a city in the mountainous 
part of Judah, one of the cities of refuge, and belonging to the priests (Josh-
ua 20:7); but whether it was so or not cannot be certainly determined. But 
as Zechariah was a Priest, we do know it was probably a Levitical city. In the 
Hebrew Bible, the Levitical cities were 48 cities in ancient Israel set aside for 
the tribe of Levi, who were not allocated their own territorial land when the 
Israelites entered the Promised Land.

1:40. The phrase, “And she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Eliz-
abeth,” can be misleading. Typically, it would be natural for Mary to greet 
Elizabeth. However, because Zechariah did not initially believe the angel who 
confirmed that his wife would carry a prophet, Zechariah was struck by God, 
and he was unable to speak until John’s birth. Hence, he may have been un-
aware of the visit until after John’s birth.

1:41. The phrase, “When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,” gives us a pre-
view of the setting of this supernatural miracle and it starts a chain reaction 
of praiseworthy moments in God. Elizabeth had not seen Mary; she had only 
heard Mary. We understand that faith does not come by sight. Faith comes by 
hearing, and by hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17).

The phrase, “The baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit,” signifies that the baby within Elizabeth’s womb was listen-
ing. This was a supernatural moment. This was a God moment. This “leaping 
of the babe” suggests that hearing the voice of Mary, who was now pregnant 
with the Messiah, gives the first notice of His conception.
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Point to Ponder—The Scriptures lead us to believe at the time of the 
Angel’s announcement Mary was not pregnant because the Angel spoke of a 
coming move of God in Mary’s life. However, upon the arrival at Elizabeth’s 
house Elizabeth confirms that Mary is carrying the Savior of the world when 
she says, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb.” This signifies that this “Overshadowing” may have come between the 
time she left her house to the time Mary arrived at Elizabeth’s.

What Makes the Magnificat Special (1:42)

Of the four gospels, only Luke has the written words of Mary’s Magnificat.
Commentators have typically divided Luke 1:46-55 into four stanzas 

containing (46-48, 49-50, 51-52, 53-55). The Magnificat is in many places 
very similar in thought and phrase to the Canticle of Hannah (1 Samuel 2:1-
10). It is named after the first word of its first line in Latin (“Magnificat ani-
ma mea Dominum,” or “My soul magnifies the Lord”).

The Magnificat is the last canticle of the Old and the first of the  New 
Testament. Also, it carries an echo of the lyrical poetry of the Old Testament, 
especially of the song of praise of Hannah the mother of Samuel (1 Samuel 
2:1-10). It is a poetic praise for the inestimable favor bestowed by God on the 
Virgin, for the mercies shown to Israel, and for the fulfillment of the promis-
es made to Abraham and to the patriarchs.

Stanza 1—Proper Praise for a Holy God (1:43-48)

1:43-46. This movement of the Holy Spirit within Elizabeth caused her to 
utter a humble praise unto God that many New Testament believer’s say to-
day—“How has it happened that the mother of my Lord would come to me?” 
Like many of us to whom God has revealed Himself, we question our place in 
His kingdom and we wonder about the awesome favor God showed to us in 
His visitation.

The phrase, “Mother of my Lord,” is a praise that bypasses Mary and fo-
cuses on Christ. Much like Christ’s conversation when He asked Peter “Who 
do men say that I am” and Peter’s reply “You are the Christ, the son of God.” 
Christ confirmed that this was spiritually discerned. In this moment, we see 
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the same with Elizabeth as she had no forewarning that Mary was pregnant 
with Christ. Elizabeth in these words acknowledged both the incarnation of 
Christ, and the union of the Divine and human nature in the one person of 
the Mediator; she acknowledges Christ her Lord, and Mary to be His mother.

Elizabeth also verbally acknowledged the exact moment that she became 
filled with the spirit of God. She acknowledged that the moment she heard 
Mary’s voice the baby leaped.

The phrase, “The baby leaped in my womb,” conveys not just the phys-
ical leap of the child but a spiritual leap in understanding the connection 
between John and Jesus in the womb.

The term, “for joy,” showed John the Baptist’s reaction in the womb was 
to praise God. All of us at the beginning of our conversion had a mindset to 
praise God. For He alone is worthy to be praised.

1:46-48. In the first stanza, Mary praised God for what He had done for 
her. From the moment we are introduced to Mary we see a quiet, contem-
plative, almost afraid child of God. However, in this moment we see that her 
fear is gone. Her self-doubt is gone. And her insecurity is gone. What we see 
is a woman of God that stood boldly on her feet and testified of God’s good-
ness and His grace. This bring up the question—What is it within us that we 
discount the report of a heavenly angel but accept the confirmations of fallen 
humanity? When Gideon was to fight the battle for his people the angel had 
given him confirmation, however, to solidify his faith God instructed Gideon 
to listen to his enemy in the camp and to allow their conversation to give him 
confidence in the Lord’s plan (Judges 7:9-15).

Stanza 2—Recognizing His Power Through His Name (1:49-
50)

The second stanza glorified God for His power, holiness, and mercy. Here are 
more reasons future generations would call Mary blessed. The Mighty One 
had done great things for her (Psalms 24:8; Zephaniah 3:17). Furthermore, 
His name (i.e., His person) is holy. God is holy or different from humans in 
that He is high above all others, especially in His moral and ethical perfection 
(Psalms 99:3; Psalms 103:1; Psalms 111:9; Isaiah 57:15).
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Stanza 3—The Compassionate God (1:51-52)

The third stanza reflected on God’s power in reversing certain social condi-
tions. His favor to Israel was especially in view. God had dealt with Mary as 
He had dealt with His people (Psalms 118:16). God had reversed their condi-
tions politically (Luke 1:52) and socially (Luke 1:53). Jesus’ appearance and 
messianic reign would continue these divine works on a universal scale.

Stanza 4—The Merciful God (1:53-55)

The last stanza recalled God’s mercy to Israel and to Mary (Isaiah 41:8-9). 
He had been consistently faithful to His covenant promises with His people 
having tempered judgment with mercy (Micah 7:20). God’s past faithfulness 
gives hope for the future.

1:56. As Elizabeth was six months pregnant when Mary arrived this phrase, 
“Mary stayed with her three months” leads us to believe that Mary stayed 
until John was born.

Focusing on the Meaning

What a time we had walking through this lesson! It is such a blessing to hear 
and experience how these two women of God shared in the awesome work 
God was doing in their lives. To see their excitement for each other’s miracle 
encased within their wombs is such a blessing.

Elizabeth, the wife of a priest who was unable to conceive, only to be-
come a mother in her old age to the greatest prophet that ever lived. Mary, a 
young and innocent girl, who had never known a man, but was overshadowed 
by the Holy Spirit and selected to be the mother of the Savior of the world.

Both of these women were blessed by God to walk in their respective 
roles, but we do not worship either of them. We worship Christ, and Christ 
alone. For He alone is worthy to be praised (Deuteronomy 10:21). From the 
rising of the sun, to the going down of the same, our God is worthy to be 
praised (Psalms 113:3).
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Teaching Plans

DISCOVERY PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Begin by asking members to recall some of the miraculous birth stories 
in the Old Testament. Each of these stories tell of a special time in the 
lives of special women who were selected by God to give birth to sig-
nificant people who would have a great impact on His special plan for 
the redemption of humankind. Invite some to share their favorite Old 
Testament birth story and why this is their favorite.

 2.  Share with members, Our study for today will focus on two such stories in 
the lives of two special women in the New Testament including Mary who 
had the greatest birth story of all. Our study will lead us to a new degree of 
appreciation for these two stories and will lead us to examine our own birth 
stories that have given each one of us the opportunity to be part of God’s 
redemptive plan for humankind.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Ask members to imagine they are reporters with the Jerusalem Times. 
Their assignment by the paper is to conduct interviews with Elizabeth 
and Mary to help their readers better understand what was happening 
in the lives of these two special ladies. Read Luke 1:39-46, and then give 
time for members to write some questions.

 4.  Ask members to begin sharing their questions and ask the class to pro-
vide answers that might be given by Mary and Elizabeth. Some exam-
ples include the following:

  a.  Elizabeth, why were you so joyful when you found out you were to 
have a child? (I had suffered embarrassment and humiliation because 
I had not been able to have a child like the other women.)



174  THE BEAUTY OF RESORATION: The Final Days of Jesus

  b.  Mary, what concerns did you have when you found out you were go-
ing to have a child? (Unmarried women were not supposed to have 
babies. I could have been scorned by society and even killed for my 
supposed sin.)

  c.  Elizabeth, why was Mary’s visitation such a time of joy for you? (I 
was filled with the Holy Spirit and was led to see that I was in the 
presence of the mother and her unborn baby who would become the 
Savior of the world.)

  d.  Mary, why were you filled with such joy at what Elizabeth had to say? 
(I was affirmed that what I had been told by the angel was true. I was 
indeed to be the mother of the Messiah.)

  e.  Elizabeth, what was the significance of your baby’s movement in 
your womb? (I realized I was to give birth to the herald who would 
prepare the way for our Lord.)

  f.  Mary, was this the first time you truly believed you were to give 
birth to the Savior of the world? (No, but Elizabeth’s proclamation 
removed all doubt in my mind.)

 5.  Allow sufficient time for members to complete this activity before call-
ing attention to the remaining verses in our focal passage, which pres-
ents Mary’s song of praise. Enlist someone to read this song. Before it is 
read, ask members to listen for the following:

  a. Mary’s complete understanding of what was happening to her.

  b.  Mary’s summary of the way God had worked with Israel throughout 
history.

  c.  Mary’s assurance that God’s redemptive plan for Israel would soon 
be complete.

Encourage Application

 6.  Ask members to recall the time of joy they experienced when they be-
came a Christian. Also ask them about the joy they saw in their loved 
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ones’ eyes when you told of your conversion. Ask members to write a 
song of praise this week expressing this joy and thanksgiving for God’s 
call in their lives to participate in God’s redemptive plan for human-
kind.

 7.  Close with a time of prayer thanking God for the birth of our Savior and 
for our new birth in the Lord.

DISCUSSION PLAN

Connect With Life

 1.  Begin by asking members to recall some of the times they have received 
encouragement from others or from their times of worship. Ask mem-
bers to share from their experience why this time of encouragement 
was so important to them.

 2.  All of us need words of encouragement from time to time, and this was 
especially true in the lives of Elizabeth and Mary. Let’s see how these 
words of encouragement were so important to them and discover what 
we can learn from their experience.

Guide Bible Study

 3.  Before reading Luke 1:39-46a ask members to listen for the way Eliza-
beth and Mary were encouraged at this critical time in their lives. Their 
responses should include the following:

  a.  Mary decided to make a visit to her cousin, Elizabeth (1:39). She was 
following God’s guidance in her life to make this visit at this time.

  b.  Mary gave Elizabeth words of greeting, which God turned into words 
of encouragement (1:40).

  c.  Some miraculous things happened to Elizabeth when she heard 
Mary’s words of greeting (1:41). Elizabeth’s baby leaped within her, 
and she was filled with the Holy Spirit.
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  d.  Elizabeth then gave Mary some extremely encouraging words (1:42-
46a). Mary needed these affirming words that her pregnancy was in-
deed of God. She had no reason to doubt or worry about what would 
happen to her in the days ahead. Elizabeth also needed this expe-
rience of encouragement to know that her pregnancy was evidence 
God had blessed her in a special way as well.

 4.  Then enlist someone to read Luke 1:46b-56, Mary’s song of praise, and 
ask members to listen for affirmation that this experience of encourage-
ment had given her the faith to trust in God as she went through this 
time in her life.

Encourage Application

 5.  Ask members to draw truths from this song that can be applied to their 
lives as they go through times of struggle. For example:

  a.  We must remember to praise God for all that happens in our lives.

  b.  We can remember God’s call in our lives and recommit ourselves to 
fulfilling that call.

  c. We should spend time reflecting on all of God’s blessings in our lives.

  d.  We must remember to trust God and remember He is in control of all 
that is happening in the world.

  e.  We must remember to stay committed to God’s ministry to others 
through our lives.

  f.  We must remain focused on God’s plan of redemption for the world 
and how He can use us in this plan.

   (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” 
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

 6.  Close with a time of prayer after reading Luke 1:46b-47.
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Prayer for this Study

Jesus Restores Me

“When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved stand-
ing nearby, he said to her, ‘Woman, here is your son,’ and to the disciple, 
‘Here is your mother.’ From that time on, this disciple took her into his 
home” (John 19:26-27, NIV).

Father,

I enter Your throne room bowing my heart before You, singing praises to 
You, the God of my salvation. My heart is overwhelmed with gratitude 
when I consider how the world was in desperate need of a Savior and in 
Your great mercy and love You sent Your only Son Jesus, as a ransom to 
forgive us of our sins, restoring our relationship with You, a Holy and Just 
God.

My heart is humbled Lord, when I contemplate what Jesus endured by 
going to the Cross because of His amazing and relentless love for me. My 
soul is grieved and silenced when I read in Your Holy Word how Jesus 
willingly suffered beatings, scourging, vile hatred, and humiliation at the 
hands of evil men, and was finally led to Golgotha in agony as He faced the 
gruesome act of crucifixion, taking my place, wearing my crown of thorns, 
bearing my shame and sin, to forgive me and redeem me. I am grateful 
Jesus faithfully and steadfastly remained on the Cross in obedience to 
You, Oh God, even though His revilers challenged Him to come down and 
display His power, just as in the wilderness, Satan had tempted Him to 
wear His crown of glory without going to the Cross. My heart is overcome 
with thankfulness at how Jesus faithfully hung on the Cross, facing Your 
full wrath as He took on the sin of the world, experiencing the excruciat-
ing pain of separation from You, His loving Father, until He cried out, “It 
is finished.”

Lord, I read in Your Holy Word how Jesus’ lifeless body lay in a sealed 
tomb guarded by soldiers. I am sure His disciples and followers felt 
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defeated and thought the situation was hopeless. I am eternally thankful 
this was not the end of the story. By Your mighty power, You raised Je-
sus from death to life. Jesus conquered and won the victory over sin and 
the grave, and Satan was defeated. Lord, with a powerful earthquake, You 
sent an angel to roll away the stone and break the seal, revealing an empty 
tomb that is still empty today. “He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. 
Come and see the place where he lay” (Matthew 28:6, NIV).

Lord, I am sure Jesus was saddened by the betrayal and abandonment 
of His closest friends whom He loved dearly. Peter wept bitterly over his 
sin of denial, seeking forgiveness, and John, who I am sure felt sorrow 
over deserting Jesus, made his way to the Cross to be near Him. My heart 
is comforted in knowing how Jesus, even while hanging on the Cross, 
tenderly restored and forgave John by giving John the responsibility of 
caring for His mother, and after His resurrection also restored Peter and 
the other disciples appearing to them many times. Lord, when my fearful 
or prideful heart causes me to stumble and fall, I am very thankful that 
because of Jesus’ atoning work on the Cross, You are waiting for me with 
open arms to come back to You in surrendered humility, as You forgive me 
and welcome me back into fellowship with You. Help me to be diligent, be 
on the lookout, and pray continually as You give me strength to remain 
faithful in the face of temptations and trials. Thank You that I can trust 
You will transform for good what Satan plans for evil in my life. 

The Cross was terrible, but it is a beautiful reminder of Jesus’ sacrifi-
cial love for me. Thank You that You never leave me or forsake me, even 
through my failures and weaknesses, but You beckon me to come to You 
as You forgive me, restore me, transform me, and teach me, helping me 
become bold through the power of the Holy Spirit living in me. Remind 
me, Oh God, that I am not alone, and when I am weak, You are strong, and 
You faithfully love me and guide me in Your paths of righteousness.

In the strong name of Jesus,

Amen

DLB
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Our Next New Study
(Available to use beginning March 2023)

How Great Is Our God
Passing the Faith Along

A Study of Big Events in the Old Testament

Is Jesus found in the Old Testament?
Are there faith lessons, found in the Old Testament, which benefit 

Christians today?
Are there events, found in the Old Testament, which have great impact 

on Christians today?
Should Christians look to the Old Testament for guidance regarding their 

personal walk with God?
Yes.
There is a certain amount of confusion in the minds of Christians about 

the New Testament believer’s relationship with the Old Testament. If we re-
ally want to appreciate the Old Testament, we must first read and understand 
the New Testament. It is then we will see how “the New Testament is in the 
Old Testament concealed and the Old Testament is by the New Testament 
revealed” (quote attributed to Saint Augustine). Simply put, if we want to 
truly understand the Old Testament then we must realize it is revealed only 
by the New Testament. The New Testament is the key that unlocks the Old 
Testament.

Once we understand the New Testament, we will begin to understand 
and appreciate every Word in these great Old Testament stories…and then, 
and only then, will we understand that these stories paint a beautiful picture 
of Jesus.

This book will highlight some of the big events found in the Old Testa-
ment. Hopefully, through this 13-lesson study, we will once again be remind-
ed of How Great Is Our God.
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Lesson 1 The Way Through the Flood Genesis 6:5-22

Lesson 2 The Results of Obedience Genesis 22:1-18

Lesson 3 Bloom Where You’re Planted Genesis 50:15-20

Lesson 4 Being Available to God Joshua 2:1-21

Lesson 5 Holy Ground Joshua 5:13-15; 6:1-5

Lesson 6 Sin in the Camp Joshua 7:6-12

Lesson 7 Samson’s Spiritual Decline Judges 16:15-21

Lesson 8 A Man After God’s Own Heart 1 Samuel 16:8-13

Lesson 9 Overcoming Your Giants 1 Samuel 17:38-51

Lesson 10 A Tale of Three Kings 2 Samuel 18:6-11

Lesson 11 Fire From Heaven 1 Kings 18:30-39

Lesson 12 Running on Empty 1 Kings 19:3-8

Lesson 13  God’s Chosen Queen Esther 7:3-7

Easter The Greatest Assignment Matthew 28:16-20
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HOW TO ORDER  
More Bible Study Materials
It’s easy! Just fill in the following information. For additional Bible study materials available in print or digital for-
mats see www.gc2press.org, or get a catalog of available print materials by calling 1-866-249-1799 or e-mailing 
gc2press@texasbaptists.org.

Title of item Price Quantity Cost

This Issue

The Beauty of Restoration (John)—Study Guide (GC2001350) $5.50  __________   ____________

The Beauty of Restoration (John)—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001351) $5.75  __________   ____________

The Beauty of Restoration (John)—Teaching Guide (GC2001352) $6.25  __________   ____________

Additional Issues Available:

Thematic Studies

Prayer That Moves Heaven (Prayer)—Study Guide (GC2001338) $5.50  __________   ____________

Prayer That Moves Heaven (Prayer)—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001339) $5.75  __________   ____________

Prayer That Moves Heaven (Prayer)—Teaching Guide (GC2001340) $6.25  __________   ____________

Living in the Spirit—Study Guide (BWP001297) $5.50  __________   ____________

Living in the Spirit—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001298) $5.75  __________   ____________

Living in the Spirit—Teaching Guide (BWP001299) $6.25  __________   ____________

Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Study Guide (BWP001277)  $5.50  __________   ____________

Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001278) $5.75  __________   ____________

Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Teaching Guide (BWP001279) $6.25  __________   ____________

Old Testament

The Conquerors (Judges)—Study Guide (BWP001317) $5.50  __________   ____________

The Conquerors (Judges)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001318) $5.75  __________   ____________

The Conquerors (Judges)—Teaching Guide (BWP001319) $6.25  __________   ____________

Solomon (1 & 2 Chronicles)—Study Guide (BWP001312) $5.50  __________   ____________

Solomon (1& 2 Chronicles)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001313) $5.75  __________   ____________

Solomon (1 & 2 Chronicles)—Teaching Guide (BWP001314) $6.25  __________   ____________

Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Study Guide (GC2001333)         $5.50  __________   ____________

Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Large Print (GC2001334)          $5.75   __________   ____________

Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Teaching Guide (GC2001335)   $6.25  __________   ____________

New Testament

Miracles (Matthew)—Study Guide (BWP001287) $5.50  __________   ____________

Miracles (Matthew)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001288) $5.75  __________   ____________

Miracles (Matthew)—Teaching Guide (BWP001289) $6.25  __________   ____________

The reMARKable Journey Begins—Study Guide (BWP001302) $5.50  __________   ____________

The reMARKable Journey Begins—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001303) $5.75  __________   ____________

The reMARKable Journey Begins—Teaching Guide (BWP001304) $6.25  __________   ____________

Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Study Guide (GC2001327) $5.50  __________   ____________

Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Large Print (GC2001328) $5.75  __________   ____________

Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Teaching Guide (GC2001329) $6.25  __________   ____________
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Pure Joy (Philippians)—Study Guide (BWP001302) $5.50  __________   ____________

Pure Joy (Philippians)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001303) $5.75  __________   ____________

Pure Joy (Philippians)—Teaching Guide (BWP001304) $6.25  __________   ____________

The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Study Guide (GC2001322) $5.50  __________   ____________

The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001323) $5.75  __________   ____________

The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Teaching Guide (GC2001324) $6.25  __________   ____________

Hunger for Holiness (1 Peter)—Study Guide (GC2001344) $5.50  __________   ____________

Hunger for Holiness (1 Peter)—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001345) $5.75  __________   ____________

Hunger for Holiness (1 Peter)—Teaching Guide (GC2001346) $6.25  __________   ____________

Coming for use beginning March 2023  

How Great Is Our God—Study Guide (GC2001355) $5.50  __________   ____________

How Great Is Our God—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001356) $5.75  __________   ____________

How Great Is Our God—Teaching Guide (GC2001357) $6.25  __________   ____________

PLEASE NOTE

In addition to these Bible studies, which are available in both print and digital formats, we have several studies 
available in a digital-only format. See www.gc2press.org for a complete listing of these studies. PRICES ARE 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

CALL your order toll-free: 1-866-249-1799  
(Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. central time 

Friday 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon central time).

OR, E-MAIL your order to: gc2press@texasbaptists.org.

OR, ORDER ONLINE at www.gc2press.org. 

We look forward to receiving your order! Thank you!






