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How to Make the Best Use
of This Teaching Guide

Leading a class in studying the Bible is a sacred trust. This Teaching Guide
has been prepared to help you as you give your best to this important task.
In each lesson, you will find first “Bible Comments” for teachers, to
aid you in your study and preparation. The three sections of “Bible Comments” are “Understanding the Context,” “Interpreting the Scriptures,” and
“Focusing on the Meaning.” “Understanding the Context” provides a summary overview of the entire background passage that also sets the passage
in the context of the Bible book being studied. “Interpreting the Scriptures”
provides verse-by-verse comments on the focal passage. “Focusing on the
Meaning” offers help with the meaning and application of the focal text.
The second main part of each lesson is “Teaching Plans.” You’ll find two
complete teaching plans in this section. The first is called the “Discovery
Plan,” which emphasizes discovery learning techniques; and the second is
called the “Discussion Plan,” which provides questions and suggestions for
dialogue about the Scriptures. Choose the plan that best fits your class and
your style of teaching. You may also use and adapt ideas from both. Each
plan is intended to be practical, helpful, and immediately useful as you prepare to teach.
The major headings in each teaching plan are intended to help you
sequence how you teach to follow the flow of how people tend to learn.
The first major heading, “Connect With Life,” provides ideas that will help
you begin the class session where your class is and draw your class into the
study. The second major heading, “Guide Bible Study,” offers suggestions
for helping your class engage the Scriptures actively and develop a greater
understanding of this portion of the Bible’s message. The third major heading, “Encourage Application,” is meant to help participants focus on how to
respond with their lives to this message.
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As you begin the study with your class, be sure to find a way to help your
class know the date on which each lesson will be studied. You might use one
or more of the following methods:
• In the first session of the study, brief ly overview the study by
identifying for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied.
Lead your class to write the date in the table of contents in their Study
Guides and on the first page of each lesson.
• Make and post a chart that indicates the date on which each lesson
will be studied.
• If all of your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the
lessons will be studied.
• Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include
information about your church and then use the bookmark as an
outreach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from
www.gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab.
• Develop a sticker with the lesson dates, and place it on the table of
contents or on the back cover.
Here are some steps you can take to help you prepare well to teach each
lesson and save time in doing so:
1. Start early in the week before your class meets.
2. If your church’s adult Bible study teachers meet for lesson overview and
preparation, plan to participate. If your church’s adult Bible study teachers don’t have this planning time now, look for ways to begin. You, your
fellow teachers, and your church will benefit from this mutual encouragement and preparation.
3. Overview the study in the Study Guide. Look at the table of contents and
see where this lesson fits in the overall study. Then read or review the
study introduction to the book that is being studied.
4. Consider carefully the suggested Main Idea, Question to Explore, and
Teaching Aim. These can help you discover the main thrust of this particular lesson.
5. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture passages
for the lesson. Using your Bible in your study and in the class session
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can provide a positive model to class members to use their own Bibles
and give more attention to Bible study themselves. (Each writer of the
Bible comments in both the Teaching Guide and the Study Guide has
chosen a favorite translation. You’re free to use the Bible translation you
prefer and compare it with the translations chosen, of course.)
6. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the
Bible comments in the Study Guide. The Bible comments are intended
to be an aid to your study of the Bible. Read also the small articles—
”sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended to provide additional,
enrichment information and inspiration and to encourage thought and
application. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each
lesson. They’re intended to encourage further thought and application,
and you can also use them in the class session itself. Continue your Bible
study with the aid of the Bible comments included in this Teaching Guide.
7. Review the “Teaching Plans” in this Teaching Guide. Consider how these
suggestions would help you teach this Bible passage in your class to
accomplish the teaching aim.
8. Consider prayerfully the needs of your class and think about how to
teach so you can help your class learn best.
9. Develop and follow a lesson plan based on the suggestions in this
Teaching Guide, with alterations as needed for your class.
10. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture
passages and in applying these passages to their lives.
Premium Commentary. Plan to get the additional Bible study comments available online. Visit our website, call 1–866–249–1799, or e-mail
gc2press@texasbaptists.org to order the Premium Commentary. It is available
only in electronic format (PDF) from our website. The price of these comments is $8 per person. A church or class that participates in our advance
order program for free shipping can receive the Premium Commentary free.
Call 1–866–249–1799 or see www.gc2press.org for information on participating in our free shipping program for the next study.
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Premium Teaching Plans. An additional teaching plan is also available in
electronic format (PDF) by visiting our website or calling 1–866–249–1799.
The price of these plans for an entire study is $8 per person. It is available
only in electronic format (PDF) from our website. A church or class that
participates in our advance order program for free shipping can receive the
Premium Teaching Plans free. Call 1–866–249–1799 or see www.gc2press.org
for information on participating in our free shipping program for the next
study.
FREE! Downloadable teaching resource items for use in your class are available at www.gc2press.org. Watch for them in the “Teaching Plans” for each
lesson. Then go online to www.gc2press.org and click on “Teaching Resource
Items” under the “Teacher Helps” tab for this study. These items are selected
from the “Teaching Plans.” They are provided online to make lesson preparation easier for handouts and similar items. Permission is granted to
download these teaching resource items, print them out, copy them as
needed, and use them in your class.
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Writers for this Teaching Guide
Ronny Marriott wrote the Bible Comments for lessons one through four.
Dr. Marriot is Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church in Burleson, Texas. He
holds the Doctor of Ministry degree from Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary. He is the former Pastor of both First Baptist Church in Corpus
Christi, Texas and First Baptist Church in Temple, Texas. Ronny, who is married to Robin, has written several studies for GC2 Press.
Robby Barrett wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons one through four.
Dr. Barrett has served as Minister of Education at First Baptist Church in
Amarillo, Texas since 1996. A graduate of Hardin-Simmons University and
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, he was the first graduate of the
Doctor of Ministry program at Baylor’s George W. Truett Theological Seminary. Robby previously served churches in Abilene, Lamesa, and Waco. He
and his wife, LaVon, have two sons and four grandchildren. Robby has written numerous teaching plans for GC2 Press.
Ken Camp wrote the Bible Comments for lessons five through seven. Ken
has been Managing Editor of the Baptist Standard news service since January
2004. Previously, he served 19 and a half years on the Baptist General Convention of Texas communications staff. He earned an undergraduate degree
from East Texas State University in Commerce and a master’s degree from
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth. He and his wife,
Diane, are members of South Garland Baptist Church. They have three sons;
Daniel, Matthew, and Nathan; two daughters-in-law, Linsey and Devon; and
four grandchildren; Henry, Andrew, Owen, and Katherine.
Stan Granberry wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons five through seven.
Stan is a graduate of Baylor University (B.A.) and George W. Truett Theological Seminary (M.Div.) both in Waco, Texas. Stan has served 15 years on the
staff of Texas Baptists, the last 13 as Marketing Coordinator for GC2 Press.
He previously served as a missionary in France. Stan has a son and daughter
in high school and one daughter in college. He co-teaches his adult Sunday
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School class at Cliff Temple Baptist Church in Dallas, and he spends his free
time playing basketball, bike riding, and cheering on the Baylor Bears.
Zac Harrel wrote the Bible Comments for lessons eight through ten. Zac
serves as Network Missionary for the Heart of Texas Baptist Network in
Early, Texas. He is a graduate of Howard Payne University (B.A.) and Logsdon Seminary (M.Div.). He formally served as Youth Minister at First Baptist
Church in Port Aransas, Texas and as Pastor at First Baptist Church in Gustine, Texas. Zac is married to Shandra, and they have two children.
Chuck Gartman wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons eight through ten.
Chuck serves as the Director of Ministry Guidance and as an Assistant
Professor of Christian Studies at Howard Payne University in Brownwood,
Texas. Chuck has served in a variety of local churches, universities, seminaries, and denominational entities. He has distinguished himself as an expert
in local church student ministry, and in numerous other aspects of church
leadership. Chuck and his wife, Connie, have three grown daughters.
John Duncan wrote the Bible Comments for lessons eleven through thirteen and the Christmas lesson. Dr. Duncan is the Co-Pastor of The Church
at Horseshoe Bay in Horseshoe Bay, Texas. He has a Ph.D. from The Open
University via the Kirby-Laing Institute in Cambridge, UK, and a D.Min.
from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.
John is married to Judy, has three married daughters, and three grandbabies. He is also an avid basketball fan of the NBA’s Dallas Mavericks.
Brad Echols wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons eleven through thirteen
and the Christmas lesson. Brad serves as Youth Minister at First Baptist
Church in Belton, Texas. He has a Master of Arts in Youth Ministry from
Howard Payne University in Brownwood, Texas. Brad has held a variety of
roles in serving the local church including conference speaker, serving on
denominational committees, and adjunct professor at Howard Payne University. Brad and his wife, Erin, have three children: Macie, Beckett, and
Henry.
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We’ve Changed Our Name!

BaptistWay Press has now become GC2 Press. The name change reflects
the alignment with our state convention’s (BGCT) recently updated mission
statement. GC2 is a movement of God’s people to share Christ and show
love. Our driving passion is to follow the Lord’s call to fulfill the Great Commission “to share Christ” and the Great Commandment “to show love.” The
Great Commission and the Great Commandment form the two “GCs,” or
GC2.
GC2 Press will continue to publish the undated CONNECT 360 quarterly
Bible study curriculum. Connect 360 has gained a reputation for solid biblical teaching and will continue to be published as an undated quarterly study
available in book form and/or digital downloads. Connect 360 is currently
being distributed in 38 states and 16 countries and has been translated into
seven different languages.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 5:33-39

2 Corinthians 5:17;
John 1:17

lesson

1

Parties, Patches, and
Wineskins
MAIN IDEA

You may not die from hardening of
the arteries, but you can suffer from
hardening of the attitudes.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How can your attitude be more joyful
and how can you grow more like
Christ in all areas of your life?
TEACHING AIM

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE

To lead participants to identify ways
we are losing our joy and souring our
attitude when we cling to our old
ways, instead of looking for and celebrating the new things God is doing
in our lives

Lesson 1: Parties, Patches, and Wineskins
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Luke described in chapters five and six of his gospel, some of the controversies Jesus faced because of the Pharisees. The Pharisees accused Jesus and
His followers of violating laws regarding fasting and keeping the Sabbath.
Jesus upset the Pharisees by eating with sinners and tax collectors, so they
were constantly looking for ways to expose Jesus as a fake or cause doubt in
His followers as to His identity. The main issues they had with Jesus were
over the Law. The Pharisees spent a lot of time and effort accusing Jesus and
His followers of breaking the Mosaic Law; a law they were tasked to promote
and protect. The Pharisees were upset with Jesus because He spoke with authority and what He taught was different from what they taught.
People followed Jesus’ teaching because it was new and authoritative;
they were unfamiliar with His way of teaching and His knowledge of the Law.
He taught in a way common people could understand. John 1:17 states that
the Law came from Moses, but grace and truth came from Jesus. The apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:17 that a person is made new through a
relationship with Jesus. The Law made it clear that people need to be transformed and Jesus came to make transformation possible. He did not come to
patch things up, He came to make things new.
On this occasion, Jesus used three images to make His point: a wedding,
clothing, and wine skins. Jesus used these three images to illustrate He was
ushering a new way to relate to God. This new way required an open mind to
a new way of thinking about God and how He related to people.

Interpreting the Scriptures
The Question (5:33)
Jesus attended a banquet at the home of Levi the tax collector. Someone at
the banquet noticed a difference in fasting practices between the disciples of
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John, the Pharisees, and of Jesus. Jews viewed fasting as a virtue of Judaism
and Pharisees and their disciples practiced it regularly. Jews normally fasted
for one day, however, fasting could last anywhere from one to forty days.
Jews often observed it in conjunction with major Jewish festivals. Fasting included going without food and replacing the normal time eating with prayer
and reflection on God. Pharisees felt it was so important they regularly fasted
twice a week. Although fasting is not commanded in the New Testament, the
gospels do record Jesus fasting for forty days just before Satan tempted Him.
The Pharisees viewed Jesus and His disciples lack of regular fasting as disrespectful to God, the Law, and to Judaism.
Jews believed that keeping the Law was required to please God. One
responsibility of Pharisees, Sadducees, and other religious leaders involved
keeping and enforcing the Law. Jewish leadership imposed other laws in addition to the laws God gave to His people the Israelites. These laws were often
used to control and oppress the people of God. Religious leaders also used
these laws in several attempts to trap Jesus and silence Him. Interestingly,
several Jewish laws were broken by the High Priest and others during Jesus’
arrest, trials, and crucifixion.

The Response (5:34-39)
5:34-35. Jesus answered the question with an illustration of a Jewish
wedding. He took the opportunity to reveal something about Himself. It is
helpful to know something about Jewish wedding customs to understand
Jesus’ meaning. In Jewish culture, engagement and betrothal were not the
same thing. Engagements could be broken but betrothals were considered
as binding as marriage. In fact, betrothal included the families of the bride
and groom meeting together, a ring or something of value was given to the
bride to be, and the couple even signed an agreement of marriage. After the
betrothal, the groom would leave his fiancée to build or prepare a room onto
his parent’s house where the new couple would eventually live. After one
year, when the new edition was complete, the groom to be would arrive at
the bride’s house to whisk her away and take her to the wedding. The groom
dressed like a king and her maidens adorned the bride with jewelry and braid-
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ed her hair. She dressed like a queen. The parents of the bride blessed her
before she left, and she along with her groom would go back to his house for
the wedding and celebration. The families of the bride and groom hosted a
weeklong celebration for the newlyweds, their families, and friends after the
wedding.
Another marked difference between the disciples of the Pharisees and
the disciples of Jesus was joy. The bridegroom in this parable is Jesus. Like
the arrival of the bridegroom, the presence of Jesus brought joy to His followers. No one would observe a fast in the presence of the bridegroom at the
wedding, and no one should fast in the presence of the long-awaited Messiah.
A fast was a somber experience centered around sacrifice and suffering from
going without food. Weddings centered around extravagance and celebration.
Jesus made His point, the arrival of the groom to get the bride triggered the
celebration. The event brought joy, not sorrow. Even the guests were dressed
in wedding garments. The joy and celebration lasted for a week and there was
also what was known as the days of marriage, which lasted thirty days.
After the celebrations ended, it was appropriate for a Jew to observe
fasts again. Jesus is the groom in this story. While He was with them, Jesus’
followers experienced joy. He alluded to the fact He would one day be taken
away from His disciples by rejection and death, this would cause sorrow. At
that point, it would be appropriate to resume the discipline of fasting.

5:36. Jesus used a second illustration of sewing a new patch on an old
garment to show He did not come to patch up the old Jewish religion; He
brought something new. Clothing in the Bible often is used as a metaphor to
represent character and conduct.
Most of the people living in Jesus’ day were poor, they did not have the
luxury of buying new clothes when they ripped a hole or had a tear in their
clothes. Instead, they cut out a patch from a piece of material and sewed it
on the old garment to cover the hole. This created a problem if the patch
was made from new material and sewn on an old garment. When the person
washed the old garment containing the new patch, the patch would shrink
and tear away from the old material thereby causing a larger hole in the garment. Unfortunately, things like pre-washed jeans did not exist so adjust-
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ments had to be made. Patching an old garment with an old patch was a wise
way to repair the garment.
Another way to put this is do not combine the old with the new. Jesus
brought new ways and new perspectives that could not simply be added on to
the old ways. This would prove ineffective. Jesus’ new ways needed a new way
of thinking and living. Jesus is not just a new patch we can attach to our old
life. Jesus makes all things new. The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the
new is here!” Jesus does not simply reform people, He transforms people.

5:37-39. Jesus used wine and wineskins as a third way to illustrate His
point. Wine was common, and wine was stored in something called wineskins. People made wineskins out of sheep or goat hide. The neck of the animal served as a spout to pour wine in or out of the container. Wine fermented
in the wineskins created gasses, which caused the hides to expand. If the
wineskin was old, dry, or brittle, the container could burst from the expanding gases ruining the wineskin and spilling the wine. New flexible wineskins
could expand to accommodate the fermenting wine. New wine could only be
stored in new wineskins.
Jesus’ illustration revealed that the old Jewish religion could not contain
the new life of the Spirit Jesus brought. Jesus came not to destroy the Law
but to fulfill the Law. The final sacrifice was Jesus, and He ended the need for
sacrifices. Jesus became the final High Priest; there was no need for another
one. Jesus brought lasting joy to the world through salvation. John wrote
in John 1:17, “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.”
Jesus challenged the thinking of the Jews who thought a certain way for
a long time. Receiving Jesus’ new teaching, like new wine, required His listeners to have a flexible mind to comprehend. A rigid stubborn mind missed
the point of Jesus.
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Focusing on the Meaning
The contemporary Christian worship movement in America began many
years ago. In addition to a traditional service that included hymns, choir, orchestra, piano, and organ, churches added a service including praise songs,
drums, guitars, and a worship band. This change led to what was known as
worship wars. Christians debated the right way to worship God. Some Christians got excited about a new way to worship God. Others believed the new
way did not belong in the church. Many feared what might happen to the
church and to theology if hymns were removed from worship. This struggle
over the changes led to church splits, new church starts, and heated discussions.
Today, some churches only conduct traditional worship services, some
only contemporary worship, and some have a blend of both hymns and praise
songs in one service. Other churches hold different style worship services in
the same location. Apparently, although Christians still have differing opinions regarding worship styles, the war seems to be over.
Someone said the eight deadliest words in the church are, “We have never done it that way before.” There is truth to the statement. Perhaps just as
deadly is a Christian who says, “I have never seen God do things that way
so this must not be God.” Supporters of both traditional worship and contemporary worship were guilty of becoming rigid and brittle in their way of
thinking, believing their way of worshipping to be the only true worship. The
belief that contemporary worship is not true worship, or traditional worship
is outdated are evidence of old wineskin thinking.
Christians battling over preferences is an example of the good wine spilling out and being wasted. Focusing on our preferences rather than where
God is at work can cause a Christian to miss out on the movement of God.
God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. However, He is constantly
doing a new thing by revealing more of Himself to His children. He is working
in ways we have not personally seen before. Christians must be diligent to
test everything against the Word of God but not be so rigid in our thinking
that we miss what God wants to do in our lives.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Use the information in the Study Guide Introduction to describe a parable. You may want to take an onion (sealed in a baggie) to class and peel
several layers of the onion away as you define surface truth, spiritual
truth, and personal truth as presented by the lesson writer. Point out
that Jesus was the master storyteller, and we will explore Hs words that
made such a difference in the life of His hearers.
2. To introduce Luke 5:33-39, invite members to discuss clothing styles
that were popular when they were in high school. Round up a few old
garments to display during the discussion. Encourage conversation by
asking:
			 • What was your favorite piece of clothing in high school?
			 • How have clothing styles changed since you were in high school?
			 • How have styles stayed the same?
			 • What has come back in style?
			 • When is a garment too old to wear?
			 • When is a garment too old to patch or repair?
			 •	What is the last garment you have tried to repair? Someone in the
class will probably note that no one patches jeans these days!
3. Comment that in today’s study Jesus talked about the difficulty of
patching old cloth (and wineskins) with new cloth, but He may have
been presenting a much deeper meaning.
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Guide Bible Study
4. Invite a member to read Luke 5:33-35 aloud. Point out that this question from the religious leaders about Jesus’ disciples eating and drinking rather than fasting, follows their question about Jesus’ eating and
drinking with tax collectors and sinners. Ask, What do you think the real
question is here? What is the real concern of the Pharisees and their scribes?
Why did Jesus respond with an example of a wedding?
5. Ask class members to brainstorm characteristics of a joyful life, and
the source of these characteristics. List responses on a markerboard
for later use. Then ask the class to consider times when sorrow, suffering, pain, and disappointment seem to overtake or cloud our joy. Invite
the group to consider how these verses speak to those occasions. Share
this statement from the study guide: If you compare the Christian life to a
song, the melody is always joy and praise. The harmony line is suffering and
pain.
6. Form two or three discussion groups within the class (as size allows).
Ask each group to read verses 36-39, and consider the following:
			 • What was Jesus saying about new and old in these verses?
			 •	What are some traditions in our church that could be considered
old?
			 • What are some newer practices in our church?
			 •	What are some old things in a person’s life that could cloud the joy
of his or her walk with Christ?
			 •	How does focusing on the “new” allow us to see the work of Christ
more clearly?
			 •	How did Jesus replace the old with the new? Did Jesus come to
patch things up, or make all things new?
			 • How does this passage speak to the Old and New Covenants?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
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7. Have a previously enlisted class member read aloud and share a few
thoughts from 2 Corinthians 5:17. Then ask the entire group to consider how this passage further speaks to the parable of Jesus in Luke
5:33-39. Allow time for discussion.

Encourage Application
8. Invite groups (step 6) to identify and prioritize in importance at least
five new inventions during their lifetime (microwave oven, mobile
phone, home computer, etc.). Ask a representative to explain why his
or her group prioritized items as they did. Then ask, How have these
inventions improved our quality of life? Would our lives be better or worse
without them? Then ask, If we are open to new inventions that improve our
quality of life (external things), why do we sometimes find it hard to let go
of old ways and celebrate the new things God is doing in our lives (internal
things)?
9. Call attention to the characteristics on the markerboard from Step 5.
Invite members to silently ponder how evident these characteristics are
in their lives. Lead the class in a prayer of commitment, thanking God
for the old things that seem to anchor our lives in Him, and for the ways
He makes our lives spiritually new and fresh each day.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Invite class members to share a definition of a parable. Ask them to
brainstorm, and perhaps list, the parables in Scripture they are most
familiar with. Remind them the class will explore one of Jesus’ parables
each week during this study entitled Jesus Storyteller: Timeless Truths
From His Parables.
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2. To begin today’s study, ask a class member to look up these newer words
(photobomb, frenemy, helicopter parent, ginormous, bae, selfie, emoji,
and bestie) in an old hardback dictionary. The class will soon discover
that these new words are not contained in the older dictionary. Now invite a class member to look up the words on his or her phone. The words
are readily available on most any search engine (another new word).
Comment that in Luke 5 Jesus shared thoughts about old and new, and
the importance of being more joyful and growing in Him as a result of
celebrating the new things He has done.

Guide Bible Study
3. Present the following lesson outline from the Study Guide.
			 • Should I Be Somber or Joyful? (5:33-35)
			 • Can I Come to Christ and Stay the Same? (5:36)
			 • Do I Have to Accept New Ideas? I Like the Old Ones! (5:37-39)
		 Comment that these questions will form the basis for today’s study.
4. Enlist a volunteer to read verses 33-35 aloud. Ask, Why would Jesus
talk about a wedding when He was asked about fasting? Then use material
in the Study Guide, teaching commentary, and additional resources to
share a brief explanation of these verses, including the joy of a wedding
celebration.
5. Read verse 36 aloud, then call attention to the second question in the
lesson outline, Can I Come to Christ and Stay the Same? Invite the class to
brainstorm changes that should come when someone turns to Christ.
Then ask the following questions:
			 •	What was the problem with putting a new patch on an old garment?
			 • Did Jesus come to patch up the Old Testament? Why or why not?
			 • How does John 1:17 help us understand Jesus’ purpose?

Lesson 1: Parties, Patches, and Wineskins

23

			 •	How does 2 Corinthians 5:17 help us understand the difference
between old and new?
6. To further explore biblical concepts of old and new, invite participants
to use their Bible concordances, phones, tablets, or other resources to
do a quick word search of old and new. Ask them to share some ideas
from their findings.
7. Call attention to verses 37-39, and the last question in our lesson outline. Ask members to discuss responses to the following true/false
statements:
			 • In the Christian life, new ideas are more important than old ideas.
			 •	As God continues to reveal Himself to us, we should welcome new
revelations of His truth.
			 • It is our nature to protest, at least inwardly, new ideas.
			 • If we reject change, we may miss what God is doing.

Encourage Application
8. Invite members to consider the sidebar, “Applying the Parable,” in the
Study Guide. Follow the discussion by presenting a handout illustrating
the contrast between Jesus’ disciples and the Pharisees. Invite members to consider the question, Which group are you? (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at
www.gc2press.org).
9. Close with prayer, thanking God for the newness He brings us!

Focal Text

Background

Luke 6:46-49

Matthew 7:21-23
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Jesus made it clear in Matthew 7:21-23 not everyone who thinks he will go
to Heaven will go to Heaven. Jesus made a distinction between His true disciples and fake disciples. The term Lord meant master or sir in the Hebrew
language. It could be used formally or casually. The fake disciples recognized
Jesus’ power and authority, and even confessed He was divine, but they did
not repent from their sins. Confession with one’s mouth does not necessarily
reveal a repentant heart. Many people called out to Jesus when He was feeding and healing people and performing miracles, but only a few people truly
followed Him.
Fake disciples focused on their outward actions and appearance as signs
of their righteousness. Jesus cast out demons, prophesied, and performed
many miracles. These acts did not make Him righteous. He is God, and therefore He is righteous. These actions showed His righteousness. Spiritual activity does not make people righteous before God. Jesus never said outward acts
indicate a true believer. Fake disciples expect to receive eternal life in Heaven
because of their spectacular spiritual works. They were able to perform powerful acts in the name of Jesus, but they did not do the will of the Father.
Jesus is an example of doing the will of the Father. He not only knew
God’s will, but He also obeyed it all the way to the cross. The evidence of a
true disciple of Jesus is a changed life. Anyone can do good works or display
power in the name of Jesus. However, these things do not have an impact on
their eternity.
Jesus painted an eternal scene of the day of Judgment with His words.
He made it clear He had the authority to allow or reject people from entering
the kingdom of Heaven. The day of Judgment will be a day of great rejoicing
for the true followers of Jesus, for the fake disciple, it will be a day of terror.
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Interpreting Scripture
What Does the Term Lord Mean to You? (6:46-47)
6:46. Luke recorded Jesus speaking with many people who misunderstood
His identity and what it meant to truly follow Jesus. Previously in this chapter, Jesus warned His listeners to be careful which teachers they followed.
Many teachers claimed to have authority and to be experts in God’s law.
However, many teachers and leaders added to God’s law and used these additions to oppress and control people. These teachers were hypocrites, pointing
out the flaws in others without admitting their own faults.
Jesus asked His listeners why they called Him Lord or master but did not
obey Him. Jews used the term Lord as a term of respect. A person who called
Jesus Lord either used that term to show respect or to acknowledge His authority. It did not necessarily mean the person recognized Jesus’ divinity.
Even if a person only recognized Jesus as a Rabbi who had authority but was
not divine, the expectation was the person to obey Jesus’ words. All Rabbi’s
had disciples who were expected to obey the Rabbi. It is foolish for a person
to recognize Jesus as the Christ but not obey His teachings. Knowledge without obedience is a shaky foundation on which to build one’s life and it is not
enough to receive salvation.
6:47. In this section of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus focused on obedience. A true disciple, one who understands that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of the living God, did what Jesus said. Obedience to Jesus’ commands is a
definite indicator of a true follower. Jesus once again highlighted the connection between hearing and doing. It is not enough to just hear the Word of
God, or to call Jesus Lord, obeying what He says is necessary for an abundant
joy-filled life on earth, and an eternal life in Heaven.

On What Foundation Are You Building Your Life? (6:48-49)
6:48. Jesus used a parable, a story with a hidden meaning, to illustrate the
difference between a true follower and a fake follower. Jesus described a man
who built his house using rock as a foundation. There are two significant as-
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pects to this man’s foundation. One, it is deep. He dug down past all the
loose sand and soil to find sturdy rock. Most of the soil where Jesus lived and
ministered consisted of sand and clay. These materials are not the best for
supporting a foundation. Most houses had dirt floors that the owner would
level off and pack down tight. The walls, however, made of brick and mud,
needed a sturdy foundation.
The area where Jesus lived and ministered regularly experienced storms
with high winds and flooding. Only houses built on a strong foundation
would withstand the storms. Although it required more work, a wise homeowner took the extra time and effort to dig down to the rock for a foundation.
Houses built out of brick would topple if they were not built on a strong foundation; the foundation was the key.
Jesus used the rock foundation to illustrate obedience to God’s commands as the sturdy foundation on which to build one’s life. All of us are
builders, building our lives on some type of foundation. We build our lives,
families, and careers believing they will stand the test of time and not crumble to the ground. Storms, difficulties, and struggles come into all our lives
and reveal the truth. This is the only way to truly test to see if we built our
lives on the right foundation. The one who discovers that God is all knowing,
all powerful, and all truth, and decides to obey God’s commands, will not
only survive the storms but become stronger. Jesus desires His followers to
be fully dependent on Him. Storms in life either drive a person closer to God
or away from Him. The right choice is to draw closer and remain obedient. In
contrast, people who build on the wrong foundation or no foundation will
not make it through life’s storms.

6:49. Many people hear the teachings of Jesus and even like and believe
them, but they do not obey them. Jesus illustrated these people with the man
who built his on the ground and did not have a foundation. These houses may
be beautiful and have impressive architecture and look strong, but if they do
not have a firm foundation they are doomed. A house may look strong, but
the first severe storm will reveal if it is strong or not. It is foolish to build
a house without a foundation or the wrong type of foundation. The same
is true about our lives. It is also foolish to build one’s life without the right
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foundation or any foundation at all. Jesus did not refer to the final judgment
here, he referred to the normal storms of life. Storms that can arise suddenly
and catch people off guard and unprepared. The time to prepare for a storm is
not during the storm; by then it is too late. The time to prepare for the storms
is at the beginning of building.
Many doctrines and philosophies about life exist. However, there is only
one foundation that lasts, it is the Word of God. Although it is a good start,
it is not enough simply to know the Word of God. The Word of God demands
obedience. The goal in life is not just to survive but thrive, even though
storms exist, thriving is possible. Lives without the proper foundation or any
foundation at all are tossed about by every idea or philosophy popular in the
world.
Not everyone who calls Jesus Lord is a true disciple. Some people may say
the right things and look like a follower of Jesus but, they are fake. They may
go to church, be involved in ministry, even profess to know Christ but are not
saved. The storms in life test the authenticity of a follower. A true follower
produces fruit that is evident, especially during storms. If our lives are rooted
and built up in Christ, they will withstand the strongest storms we face. A
fake follower will abandon the faith when times get tough. In the end, their
lives will end in destruction.

Focusing on the Meaning
Obedience to the Word of God is the solid foundation on which we should
build our lives. Building on a strong foundation does not eliminate the
storms, however, it does enable us to withstand the storms or even rebuild
after devastating experiences. In 2004, a devastating tsunami occurred in the
Indian ocean. Southern Thailand was one area ravaged by the giant waves. I
traveled with a mission team to Thailand just a few months after the tsunami. It was overwhelming. In addition to so many lives lost, cities and villages
lay in ruin. I noticed several concrete slabs in the village where we ministered.
Slabs where buildings, shops, schools, and houses once stood. Many of the
slabs had a common phrase spray painted on them. The phrase written in
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Thai translated in English to say, “Help me rebuild.” Although the Thai people suffered great loss, their foundations remained intact. The concrete slabs
built on rock gave the villagers the hope of rebuilding.
Life is filled with storms, no one is exempt. The meaning behind this parable is when we build our lives on obedience to God’s Word, we will survive
and even thrive in the storms of life. When we face the tsunamis of life, the
storms that cause suffering and knock us off our feet, we still have the hope
of rebuilding our lives. Difficulties can knock us down or backward, they can
rearrange or alter our plans, they can cause damage, but they can never destroy us.
Storms can end our lives here on earth. However, if we obeyed the Word
of God and confessed with our mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in our hearts
that God raised Jesus from the dead, we have the promise of eternal life in
Heaven. This truth eliminates the sting of death and allows us to have joy in
the toughest of storms.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Invite members to share details about the worst weather storms they
have endured. You might live in an area that is prone to severe weather
patterns, so some stories may hit very close to home.
2. Point out that in today’s study, Jesus encouraged His listeners that when
storms come, and they certainly will, it is important to live in a house
with a solid foundation—one that will not be swept away. Provide an
assortment of Legos, Lincoln Logs, or other small building blocks, and
instruct members to build a house that will stand the test of time and
weather. Several members may want to work together on their structures.

Guide Bible Study
3. Call upon a pre-enlisted volunteer who will present the main passage as
a weathercast, describing the difficult storms in the area, and detailing
the damage (or lack of damage) done to area homes in the path of the
storm. Be sure to point out the reason some houses stood strong, while
others easily washed away.
4. Invite a member to read the focal passage from The Message. Ask, What
words in this version help the passage come alive to you? You might clarify
that while this passage is not necessarily difficult to understand, it is
perhaps more difficult to live out.
5. Using this passage as the bedrock, invite the class to form two lists, one
listing examples of wise people and/or stories in Scripture, the other
of foolish people and events in Scripture. You might want to form two
groups within the class, assigning one list to each group. Allow time for
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brainstorming, then ask volunteers to share their findings with the entire class. You may want to record responses on a chart or markerboard.
6. Share a brief overview of obedience. Note that it is the one word that determines whether a follower is wise or foolish. And obedience is not just
a one and done response, it is a moment by moment, daily challenge.
7. Comment that this passage focuses on wisdom and obedience that
comes as a result of our being built upon a strong foundation and relationship with Jesus. Ask, What are some everyday examples in our culture
that people demonstrate disobedience or a lack of a strong foundation? Answers could include: a teacher who doesn’t follow school policy, a worker
who disrespects her boss, a medical worker who misuses medications,
etc. Then ask, What are some of the everyday actions that demonstrate our
obedience and trust in God?
8. Invite a pre-enlisted class member to share his or her testimony of a
time when God’s peace and presence sustained him or her in the midst
of a storm.

Encourage Application
9. Share the following quote from the Study Guide, asking each participant
to silently evaluate to what degree he or she would be found guilty or
not guilty: You may know what much of the Bible says, but you treat it like a
good novel, a tear-jerk movie, or a wonderful song you hear. It’s nice, and you
enjoy it, but you sure aren’t going to make it the entire focus of your life!
10. Call attention to the sidebar, “Applying the Parable,” in the Study Guide.
Invite responses from those willing to share with the group.
11. Close the lesson by taking a field trip outside, weather permitting, to
inspect the foundation of the building where you meet. Someone may
know the history of the building, and if so, allow them a few moments
to share. Talk with the class about the storms, both physical and spiritu-
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al, that this foundation and building have weathered. Lead the class in
prayer, thanking God for the strong foundation He offers, and pledging
obedience to Him every day.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Ask the question, What is the importance of a strong foundation? After
several responses, introduce a previously enlisted builder or construction worker to dialogue with the class about the importance of a strong
foundation. Assign some questions ahead of time for him or her to consider, such as:
			 •	How do you determine how deep the foundation needs to be to
support the building?
			 •	Does the type of ground determine the foundation?
			 •	What happens if the foundation is not strong enough to support
the structure?
			 •	If a building falls, but the foundation remains intact, how can the
building be rebuilt?

Guide Bible Study
2. Point out that like last week, our Bible passage begins with a question,
but this time Jesus asked the question. Read verse 46 aloud and note
that this is one of the most foundational questions to the Christian life.
It describes people who call Jesus Lord with their mouths, but do not
obey or follow Him with their actions. They are like a building without
a solid foundation, expressing strength and good character on the outside, but falling short when the storms test them.
3. Invite class members to brainstorm some characteristics of a person
who calls Jesus “Lord, Lord.” Use the following questions to spark dis-
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cussion. What should they act like? What should they talk like? How do they
treat others? How should the outside of their lives reflect what is inside?
4. Read the previous parable in Luke 6:43-45 about fruit. Ask, How does
this passage help illustrate the teachings of Jesus about foundations? How is
it that what is deep down on the inside (foundation) of our lives will eventually make its way to the surface (fruit)?
5. Read the focal verses, Luke 6:46-49. Comment that in these verses,
which follow the Beatitudes, Jesus returned to the issue of His authority. Ask a member to read this parable from the familiar parallel passage
in Matthew at the end of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 7:24-29).
Point out that in both passages, Jesus made it clear that any disciple
who respects His authority should do what He says. The obedient disciple is like one who builds a strong and deep foundation. Be sure to
reference Matthew 7:28-29.
6. Ask a volunteer to read Luke 8:22-25. Point out that Jesus can, and
will calm the storm in His own time, but our foundation in Him, and
our obedience to His Word, will help us withstand the storm until He
chooses to calm it.

Encourage Application
7. Share the following questions with the class. Allow time for discussion.
			 •	On what wrong foundations are we guilty of building our lives?
(Money, status, etc.)
			 •	Is the Christian life words or actions?
			 •	What does it mean when we call Jesus our Rock of Ages?
			 •	When do you prepare for a storm?
			 •	How can a storm reveal a faulty foundation?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
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8. For further application, direct members to the four questions for consideration in the Study Guide. Encourage personal reflection, and perhaps group sharing, as members ponder question 4.
9. Call on a class member to close in prayer.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 8:1-15

Psalm 119:11;
Hosea 10:12

lesson
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Jesus often used stories known as parables to reveal mysteries about the
Kingdom of God. Parables also revealed how a true follower of God behaved
and lived. True followers understood the meaning while to those who did not
follow Jesus, they just sounded like stories. One parable, the “Parable of the
Sower” or sometimes called the “Parable of the Soils,” revealed the condition
of the heart of a true believer in Jesus Christ.
Each soil represented a different heart response or attitude toward the
Word of God. This parable pointed out that the heart reveals the true nature and character of a person. The sowing and reaping principle is known
throughout Scripture. In Hosea, the writer encouraged his readers to sow
righteousness and reap unfailing love. He also encouraged them to break up
their unplowed ground of their hard hearts and seek the Lord. The Psalmist
proclaimed in Psalm 119:11 that he hid God’s Word in his heart so he would
not become disobedient.
Jesus revealed that the meaning of the seed in His “Parable of the Sower”
is the Word of God. The seed was not the problem in this parable, the soil was
the problem. Many people hear the Word of God, and many people look like
it took root in their lives. However, the evidence of a heart receptive to the
Word of God, is production. Sow good seed on good soil and you will reap a
harvest of good fruit. The seed is good, the question is how is the soil?
Many people pretended to follow Jesus. They only followed Him because
they wanted Him to heal them or feed them or put them in places of power.
They did not produce good works, they did not serve, they did not love, they
only took from Jesus. Their hearts were crowded, shallow, or hard, and the
Word did not take root in their lives. Jesus scatters the good seed; it is up to
us to make sure our hearts are receptive and obedient to the Word of God.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
The Supporting Cast (8:1-3)
Jesus had many followers in addition to the twelve disciples. At times, as
many as seventy people considered themselves as disciples of Jesus. Luke, in
typical fashion specifically highlighted three female followers of Jesus and alluded to their stories. Their encounter with Jesus changed each one of these
women.
Mary Magdalene first met Jesus when she was possessed by demons. Jesus cast seven demons out of her, and she became an immediate follower. Joanna, the wife of Chuza who was a steward of the palace of King Herod. Luke
listed her to show Jesus’ message impacted even people in the evil king’s
ranks. Not much is known about Susanna other than she supported Jesus
financially and through personal involvement. All three of these women supported Jesus in these ways. Luke revealed the diversity in those who followed
and supported Jesus and His ministry.

Four Types of Soils (8:4-10)
8:4. Palestinians understood farming. It was a way of life for many people.
Jesus used parables and illustrations even the common person could understand. More and more people followed Jesus as He taught and performed
miracles. A debate arose among the religious leaders as to how people should
respond to Jesus’ teachings. Luke chose this parable of Jesus to indicate the
different responses of people who listened to Jesus. This parable is known as
the “Parable of the Sower” or the “Parable of the Soils.” The first three soils
indicate obstacles people face in responding to God in faith. Faith and obedience are required to follow Jesus, it really is a matter of the heart.

8:5. The farming practice in Palestine consisted of a sower, or farmer, plowing rows of dirt in a field. After plowing the field, the sower walked down
each row carrying a sack strapped across his shoulder. He would reach into
the sack as he walked, pull out a hand full of seed, and throw the seed on the
ground. After he threw all the seed, he walked back over the rows covering
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the seeds with dirt. Throwing the seed by hand made it difficult to be accurate. Therefore, seeds would go everywhere. Not all the seeds made it into the
ground.
People either walked or rode animals on trails as a means of transportation. All this walking caused heavily traveled trails to harden like concrete.
Some of these trails bordered farmer’s fields dividing the plots of land. Seeds
sewn near the edges of fields often landed on the hardened trails. The dirt
was too compact for the seeds to penetrate so they laid on top of the ground.
People walking along the trail walked on these seeds destroying them or birds
ate them. These seeds never made it into the dirt.

8:6. Jesus described the second soil as rocky. Many areas in Palestine, also
referred to as the hill country, contain limestone covered with a thin layer
of dirt. Removing limestone proved difficult so some stone remained in the
field. In this soil, the seed took root and sprouted up quickly. However, because the soil was shallow the roots could not go deep to find moisture, so the
plant died quickly.

8:7. Jesus described a third type of soil to make His point; a soil filled with
weeds and thorns. Farmers or gardeners know the importance of removing
weeds from the soil. The good plants will grow initially, but weeds, such as
thorns, if allowed to grow, choke out the good plants. Weeds deplete the soil
of nutrients and moisture and entangle themselves with the good plants
thereby hindering their growth.
8:8. Jesus only mentioned one good soil among the four. Seeds planted in
the good soil produced a crop one hundred times greater than the number of
seeds sown. The farmer desired this result from all his hard work.
Jesus said, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” This phrase meant
more than just hearing words. Jesus wanted His listeners to hear with a spiritual understanding and to receive what He said.

8:9-10. Jesus did not always explain the meaning of His stories. The disciples asked Jesus to reveal the meaning of the story. He granted their request
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and explained the meaning of every aspect of the “Parable of the Soils” after
He told the story.
Jesus spoke in parables so the disciples could understand the mysteries of the kingdom of God. Non-disciples could not understand the meaning
of the parables. Parables sounded like simple stories to them. Most of the
parables Jesus told dealt with judgment on those who would not hear and
respond to God’s Word.

Four Types of Hearts (8:11-15)
8:11-12. Jesus was the sower in the story and the seeds represented the
Word of God. Eventually the people of God become the sowers. God intends
for His Word to be spread to the ends of the earth. The seed is not the problem. People’s response or lack of response to the Word creates the problem.
The path represents people with hard hearts toward God’s Word. These
people reject the Word of God as truth, which allows Satan to quickly remove
the Word from their thoughts and consideration. Like the walking paths in
Palestine, many things cause a person’s heart to be hardened toward God.
These things enter through the eyes and ears and eventually penetrate the
heart of a person. Hard hearts result from constantly viewing images and
hearing messages that are not from God.

8:13-14. The rocky ground represents people who quickly and emotionally
respond to the message. They experience immediate change and growth. This
continues if things are going well and there is no struggle. On the outside
these people look like they truly believed and committed to obey the Word.
However, as soon as their faith is tested through trials, which are designed to
deepen their roots, they abandon the faith. They had an experience, but trials
revealed they had not grown in their understanding of the Word.
The soil covered with thorns represents people who hear the Word, but
they allow the worries and distractions of the world to negatively affect their
faith. They heard the Word and perhaps confessed their sin but never repented from their sin. The thorns represent worldly pursuits like fame and fortune, which can choke out the Word of God. These people focus more on what
they can see the world offers rather than the things of God they cannot see.
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8:15. The good soil represents people who hear the Word of God, receive
it, obey it, and produce crops by sharing and living according to the Word
of God. They do not fall away when difficulties arise. True believers do not
all produce the same number of crops, but every believer will produce crops.
Crops represent sharing the gospel, supporting God’s church, living according to the gospel, and giving honor to God, to name a few.

Focusing on the Meaning
A person who accepts Jesus as the leader and forgiver of his or her life begins
a journey of faith and discovery. This journey requires continually responding
to the Word of God. As God reveals more of Himself and His will for a Christian, that person can respond with coldness, indifference, or disobedience.
Refusing to obey God’s Word is sin. Delayed obedience is disobedience. Have
you ever told your son or daughter to take out the trash only to hear their
response, “I will later?” Did you consider their response as obedience or disobedience?
The goal of every Christian is maturity. Maturity often happens through
crisis. The other option is to doubt or run from one’s faith during a crisis.
Immature Christians will respond negatively during crisis. Covid 19 tested
our faith. Some Christians remembered ways God took care of them in the
past, and they trusted God to take care them during the pandemic. Others
panicked and lived in fear not understanding or doubting God is in control.
Life is filled with things that can crowd out the Word of God. Not all the
things that choke out the Word of God are bad. Good things can distract us
from obeying God. This can indicate a worldly-minded person. Christians can
get busy doing things at church and mistake service for spirituality. Spirituality leads to service, but it is not a substitute. Busyness can rob a Christian
of spiritual maturity.
Our hearts and minds must stay open to the ways of Christ. Imagine
planting an apple seed in the ground, watering it, fertilizing it, and protecting it from insects. What is the expectation for that apple seed? What is the
evidence of success? Apples mean success. The same is true for a Christian.

Lesson 3: How to Cultivate a Teachable Heart

41

The Word of God is planted in a heart, it grows, the roots go deep, and eventually you can see spiritual fruit growing in the person’s life. That person is
planting seeds in other’s hearts by sharing the gospel with word and action.
Jesus mentioned four different types of soil. Which one are you right
now?
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Hand out toy stethoscopes, pieces from a child’s doctor kit, or even
small pieces of real medical equipment to members as they arrive. Inform them that today they will be getting a checkup. In fact, a heart
checkup!
2. Invite a volunteer to serve as the patient as you perform a make-believe
physical assessment. Your assessment can include checking ears, testing reflexes, listening to the heart, and other simple tasks. You might
ask a few of the following questions for fun:
			 •	How long have you had difficulty staying awake during a sermon?
			 •	Does your knee hurt all the time, or just when it is time for household chores?
			 •	It says in your chart that you take vitamin P. I am guessing that is
pepperoni, right?
			 •	Do you regularly drink diet soda with your cake so the calories will
even out?
3. As you finish the mock exam, tell the patient that you have bad news
and good news. The bad news is that he or she may have a heart condition. The good news is that today’s study is just the prescription needed
for such a condition.

Guide Bible Study
4. Call attention to the large red hearts (previously labeled and placed
around the room, or on a focal wall). Comment that these four hearts
will guide our study from Luke 8.
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			 • A Hard Heart: No Reception
			 • A Shallow Heart: No Root
			 • A Crowded Heart: No Room
			 • A Teachable Heart: Life and Growth
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
5. Handout a copy of the above outline and ask class members to listen
as you read Luke 8:4-8 aloud. Remind your class that in the following
verses, Jesus explained that the four kinds of soil represent four kinds
of hearts. Then read the verses again slowly, this time asking class members to jot down words, thoughts, or ideas that might describe each of
the four kinds of hearts.
6. Allow class members to share their findings, and then ask, What explanation of the parable is given in verses 9-15? How do your thoughts and
ideas from the exercise above (Step 5) parallel what these verses teach us?
7. Write a large “S” on the markerboard and present several key “S” words
to ensure that class members have a good understanding of the passage:
seed, sower, soil, serpent, secret, saved, secure, etc.
8. Inform class members that rather than considering case studies, they
will be writing case studies. Form several groups and ask members to
work with one or two others to develop case studies based on each of
the above kinds of hearts (or soils). You might give this example: In
the early verses in Luke 8, we see some women who followed Jesus and the
Twelve. They had been healed of evil spirits and sickness. They were not the
most likely followers of Jesus, but they remained with Him. What kind of
heart did these women have?
9. Call attention to verse 15, noting that this heart (soil) is the healthy
heart, the kind of heart God desires, the kind of heart God uses.
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Encourage Application
10. Introduce the Questions in the Study Guide by asking, What kind of heart
do you have right now? Direct them to questions 1-4 and ask members
to ponder questions 1 and 2 silently and share responses to questions 3
and 4 aloud.
11. Point out that many heart patients, after achieving healthier hearts,
strive to help others have a healthy heart. There are many organizations, such as the American Heart Association, to help with this effort.
Using a parallel, when a person gets his or her heart right with God, he
or she should strive to help others have a healthy spiritual heart. The
organization God has given us for strength and power for this task is
the local church. Encourage class members to make a commitment to
God to be a faithful sower, along with others in their church, so those in
their ministry path might hear and respond to God’s Word.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Handout various packets of seeds to members as they enter your classroom. Introduce a previously enlisted farmer, gardener, or horticulturist to the group to converse about seeds and soil. He or she may want
to share which seeds and plants do well in your area, and those that are
more difficult.
2. Inform the class that Jesus talked about seeds, soil, and planting.

Guide Bible Study
3. Remind class members that a parable is a simple story that relates to
life, with a deeper spiritual meaning, and that this is the third parable
in our study of Jesus Storyteller.
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4. Read verses 1-3 aloud and ask, Who was with Jesus and the twelve? Why
were they significant?
5. Read verses 4-8 and present a lecture or brief overview of the passage.
Use verses 9-15 to explain and clarify the passage as you share. Be sure
to point out the following:
			 •	The parable is about the Kingdom of God.
			 •	There are many obstacles to belief (faith) yet responding in faith
and obedience to God’s Word is how we honor (please) God.
			 •	Only a small portion of the overall seed that is sown bears fruit.
			 •	There are four kinds of soil (hearts) for receiving God’s Word.
			 •	The seed was good, it was the soil that was the problem. The seed
is the Word of God, it is always good.
			 •	The disciples had the opportunity to know the secrets of the Kingdom, to understand the deeper meaning behind the parables.
6. Ask the following discussion questions following the lecture, allowing
the members to respond. Members may also have questions or thoughts
of their own they would like to ask/share.
			 •	How does this passage describe unbelievers? Believers?
			 •	What difference can this seed, this Word of God, make in one’s
life?
			 •	What is the role of the devil in this passage? Is it consistent with
his character presented in Scripture?
			 •	How does the devil come along and steal the seed from someone’s
heart?
			 •	With such a large crowd gathered, do you think Jesus’ use of this
parable spoke to them? Do you think they asked, What about me?
			 •	How could this parable change the disciple’s understanding of
their Savior and their mission?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in Teaching Resource Items for
this lesson at www.gc2press.org.)
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Encourage Application
7. Ask, Have you ever been tempted to give up on someone, simply saying that
he or she is bad seed? After discussion, remind class members never to
discount the soil, but to keep sowing. Call attention once again to verses
1-3 and remind members that in these early verses Jesus talked about
some people who could be unlikely to follow Him (female, demon-possessed, and infirmed). Yet their hearts were fertile, at just the right
time, to receive God’s Word.
8. Then ask, So in light of this parable, what is our job? How can we be creative
in sowing God’s seed?
9. Call attention to the sidebar, “Applying the Parable,” in the Study Guide.
Encourage students to silently ponder each question (you may want to
read the questions aloud in a timely manner) and spend a few moments
examining their hearts. Close in prayer, thanking God for His Word,
and asking His continued blessing as we scatter seed!

Focal Text

Background

Luke 10:25-37

Matthew 22:37-40; John
17:3; Matthew 5:46-47

lesson

4

Love—Like a Good
Neighbor
MAIN IDEA

Our behavior toward people should
follow the model behavior of the
Good Samaritan.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

To whom may I be a neighbor?
TEACHING AIM

To lead participants to take the love
of Christ we have received and share
it with our neighbors outside the four
walls of the church

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan in response to a lawyer’s question about inheriting eternal life. Jesus knew he was a lawyer, so Jesus responded to his question with a question, “What does the Law say?” People
tried to catch Jesus off guard several times by testing His knowledge of the
Law. Rabbis were expected to know the Law and abide by it. Jesus often responded to His accusers with another question.
The lawyer knew the Law well and answered correctly. Jesus commended
him for his answer and told him to live accordingly, and he would have eternal life. Jesus also knew no one could keep the Law perfectly. The point of
the Law is to show that no one can keep it perfectly, that is why we needed a
Savior without sin.
The lawyer tried to justify himself by asking, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan to show the Jewish lawyer that
every person was his neighbor. Jesus chose to use a Samaritan as the hero
in the story because of the great prejudice Jews felt against Samaritans. Jesus illustrated even those considered to be an enemy fit into the category of
neighbor. Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:46-47 discussed
loving our enemies. It is easy to love people who love us or who are like us.
The evidence a person loves God is the commitment of that person to love
those who do not love in return.
These verses can be misunderstood if used to support the idea people
are saved by doing good works. The “Parable of the Good Samaritan” reveals
that love of God produces good works. The principle taught in the parable is
summed up by this: Love God, Love People. The two go together. Jesus, in
John 17:3, made it clear believing in Him leads to eternal life. True belief in
Jesus is revealed through compassion for others. Jesus, in Matthew 22:3740, stated that the meaning of the Law of God and the message of the prophets in the Old Testament all pointed to the greatest commandment, Love
God, and Love People.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
Good Answer (10:25-27)
10:25. People expected rabbis to discuss theology in the public arena. Jews
often debated the issue of eternal life. The Old Testament gives hints about
how a person can receive eternal life, but it never clearly defines it. Sadducees, a religious sect made of high priests, merchants, and powerful families,
held to a more conservative belief in Judaism. They did not believe in resurrection. For most Jews, this was not the issue, how to attain it was the issue.
The lawyer asked the question of Jesus, which from the outside seems
like a legitimate question and one asked often. However, the lawyer, like so
many others, hoped to stump Jesus or trap Him with the question. Religious
leaders constantly attempted to expose Jesus as fake and a blasphemer. It
can be frustrating when people answer a question with another question.
Jesus masterfully used this technique to avoid walking into a trap. Jesus took
this moment to turn a theological discussion into one about real-life issues.
Issues all those listening could understand.
The crowd most likely consisted of uneducated people. Jesus, the lawyer, other rabbis, or religious leaders were the exception. Perhaps this lawyer
wanted to show off his wisdom by debating the Rabbi. Regardless of whether
the lawyer wanted to trap Jesus or just display his knowledge, Jesus turned
the conversation into one in which everyone could learn. His ability to teach
the common person deep truths of the Kingdom of God was one of the things
that attracted so many people to Jesus.
Instead of falling into the trap set by the lawyer, Jesus trapped the lawyer
by turning the question back on him. The lawyer knew the Law of God, or at
least it was part of his job. Jesus challenged his expertise and his interpretation of the Law.

10:26-27. The lawyer recites a passage from Deuteronomy 6:4-9 known
as the Shema. The Shema is a Jewish confession of faith, which Jews recited
daily. Shema in Hebrew means to hear. The Shema also included Deuteronomy 11:13-21 and Numbers 15:37-41. The lawyer quoted Deuteronomy 6:5,
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which calls on the nation of Israel to love God completely. He also quoted
Leviticus 19:18, which states to love one’s neighbor as you love yourself. Together these two passages make up the Great Commandment. Matthew recorded another occasion when Jesus responded with the same answer as the
lawyer when asked what He considered to be the greatest commandment.
Jesus told the lawyer the way to gain eternal life was to obey the great
commandment. Jesus set up the man again. The lawyer, like most people,
knew he could not keep this law perfectly. He was prejudiced toward certain
people, he had enemies, he needed Jesus to clarify who the Law considered a
neighbor. He looked to Jesus to give him a loophole by which he could avoid
the great commandment. Jesus answered with a story. This story pointed to
the vertical and horizontal aspects of the great commandment. Loving God
meant loving people, all people. The lawyer did not consider everyone to be
his neighbor.

Howdy Neighbor (10:30-37)
10:30. Jesus set His story on the well-traveled and notoriously dangerous
seventeen-mile road from Jerusalem to Jericho. The steepness and terrain of
the road made it treacherous to maneuver; plus the hills and caves along the
road made great places for robbers to hide and attack unsuspecting travelers.
Jesus did not say this was a parable. It may have been a real story. The crowd
knew the road and the dangers it possessed. Jesus did not specifically identify the man who fell victim to robbers. It could have been anyone. The robbers
stole his clothes, which prevented anyone from identifying his nationality.

10:31-34. Three different people passed by the badly beaten and dying man:
a Priest, a Levite, and a Samaritan. It is not clear why the Priest and Levite
refused to help the man on the side of the road. Some commentators suggest
they were returning home after fulfilling their duties at the Temple and were
anxious to get home. Others speculate because touching a dead body made
them unclean, they did not want to go back to the Temple to be cleansed.
Although a clause existed that allowed religious leaders to help if no family
was present. Jesus did not give the motive behind why they refused to help
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so there is no need to speculate. One thing is clear, they both noticed the man
in need because they crossed the road to avoid him.
A Samaritan passed by the man and stopped to help him. Samaritans
and Jews hated each other. Jesus could choose anyone to be the hero in the
story; He chose a Samaritan to confront the prejudice the Jewish lawyer had
toward Samaritans. Jesus listed in specific details exactly how the Samaritan
helped the man. The Samaritan used his own resources to bandage the man’s
wounds, he put himself in danger stopping on this dangerous road, and he
followed up by getting the man to an inn to heal.

10:35. The Samaritan had compassion on the man and showed him mercy.
Not only did he pay the innkeeper, but he also promised to return and pay
any outstanding expenses. If the Samaritan could not pay his bill, the law
required him to work for the innkeeper long enough to work off his debt. The
Samaritan’s offer to pay all the bill kept the wounded man from becoming a
slave to the innkeeper. The difference between the Samaritan and the Priest
and Levite was not what they witnessed but rather how they responded to
what they saw. The Samaritan was the only one who demonstrated the compassion and mercy of Jesus.

10:36-37. The lawyer tried to avoid responsibility with his question about
neighbors. He wanted to be able to pick his neighbors. Jesus changed the
question and the answer. Jesus turned the question back around on the lawyer and asked which one of the three men demonstrated the actions of a true
neighbor. Only one answer was appropriate. The one who had mercy on him.
Jesus turned the question, “Who is my neighbor?” to “To whom should I be
a neighbor?” Neighbors come in all shapes, sizes, ethnicities, world views,
backgrounds, and experiences. The question for all of us is not, who is my
neighbor, but rather to whom can I be a neighbor?
Jesus did not answer the lawyer’s question about how to receive eternal
life. Rather He gave an example of a person who truly loved God and loved
people. Obedience to the great commandment is evidence of salvation and
transformation made possible through Jesus Christ.

52 

JESUS STORYTELLER: Timeless Truths From His Parables

Jesus challenged the lawyer to imitate the Samaritan. A true follower
makes a commitment to live like Jesus. Jesus is the ultimate Good Samaritan.
He saw us dead in our sins, took compassion on us, bandaged our wounds,
and healed us. We do not have to be in debt to anyone or anything because
Jesus paid our debt.

Focusing on the Meaning
The Good Samaritan is the hero in Jesus’ story. This story shows we are all to
be neighbors to everyone, even those considered to be our enemy or are prejudiced against us. What a different world it would be if we could all see ourselves as neighbors and take the responsibility to be a good neighbor to all.
It is costly to care for those in need. It is more costly to our soul to avoid
those in need. Followers show their appreciation to Jesus the Good Samaritan by being a good neighbor to others. The saying goes, “See a need fill a
need.” This statement describes the heart of a follower of Jesus.
We were all like the man left for dead on the side of the road. Like the
man, we needed someone to rescue us, bandage us, and heal us. Imagine the
horror if the one person who could help, Jesus, crossed the road to avoid us
in our pain. May we do our best to make sure no person we know ever has to
experience the pain of neglect or helplessness. Let us go and do likewise and
not only be good neighbors but tell people about the Good Samaritan, Jesus
Christ.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Ask the class, Who frequently asked the question, “Won’t you be my neighbor?” After responses, show a brief clip from the 2019 film, A Beautiful
Day in the Neighborhood (be sure to preview the movie for appropriateness with your class). Then ask, What did Fred Rogers seem to understand
that so many others do not?
2. Probe deeper by asking, What characteristics make a good neighbor? Ask a
member to write responses on a markerboard for later use. Responses
may include words such as friendly, caring, helpful, quiet, considerate,
and much more.

Guide Bible Study
3. Point out that Jesus’ parables were often a response from a question, or
a reaction to the immediate situation surrounding Him or His disciples.
Ask a member to read Luke 10:25-29 aloud to the class. Share that the
lawyer’s two questions were an attempt to test or discredit Jesus. Consider the following questions for discussion:
			 •	Why is the first question the lawyer asked so important?
			 •	Why did Jesus respond with the two greatest commands?
			 •	Why do you think the lawyer asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor”?
			 •	Do you think the lawyer was trying to nitpick his way into Heaven? How so?
4. Introduce To Tell the Truth. Present three previously selected neighbors (Priest, Levite, and Samaritan) and allow class members to interview them in a panel forum. Then lead the class to select the best
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neighbor. (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource
Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org).
5. If you chose not to use Step 4, you may decide to write the word Neighbor vertically on a markerboard and direct the class to scan the focal
passage to come up with words, phrases, or sentences that help describe
the meaning of the passage. An example might be:
			 N—Not my responsibility
			 E—Eternal life
			 I— Involved
			 G—God and neighbor
			 H—Half-hearted
			 B—Be a good neighbor
			 O—Outcast (Samaritan) was the hero
			 R—Religion doesn’t equal compassion
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
6. Provide multiple study resources (concordances, Bible Dictionary, topical Bibles, etc.) and invite class members to work alone, in pairs, or
small groups to search for additional Bible verses and passages that
demonstrate or encourage showing love and loving your neighbor. Ask
the group to look for both actions (stories) and commands (words). Invite a speaker from each group to share findings with the class.
7. Call attention to the very last phrase of today’s passage—Go and do the
same (likewise). Ask, How does this verse challenge the original hearers, as
well as us, to move beyond simply listening to this parable? How do you think
the lawyer responded? How will you respond? Remind members that the
purpose of a parable is to draw hearers deeper into the story and allow
them to see themselves and respond as needed.
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Encourage Application
8. Ask, What do you think explains the anti-Christian culture that seems to
surround us more and more each day? Could it be that believers have not
made as much difference outside the four walls of the church as they have
inside? Allow time for discussion.
9. Look again at the suggestions on the markerboard for being a good
neighbor (Step 2) and ask, Where could believers have missed the connection of being a good neighbor with those around us? Can we best change culture by voting laws into being, or by being neighborly?
10. As time allows direct class members to questions 2, 3, and 4 in the Study
Guide. Close in prayer.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Ask, When was the last time you were the recipient of a random, unexpected
act of kindness? Allow time for class members to share. Then ask, When
were you in desperate need, and someone helped you?
2. Then invite volunteers to share details of the neighborhood where they
live. Ask, What makes a neighborhood? Geographic location, buildings, and
houses, or the people that live close by? Allow time for discussion, and
comment that our study this week challenges us to be a good neighbor
to all who have need.

Guide the Study
3. Enlist two readers to share Luke 10:25-29 aloud. One reader will mimic
the lawyer, the other, Jesus. Ask the readers to repeat the exercise one
or two times, applying different inflections and voicing to their words.
Ask the class, How was the conversation spiritual, and of eternal consequence? How was the conversation temporal and deceiving?
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4. Comment that Jesus responded to the lawyer by asking about his
knowledge of the Law, and then challenged the lawyer to live accordingly. Ask, If we are saved by grace, then why does Jesus instruct the lawyer to
live by this law?
5. Call on a class member to read verses 30-35 aloud. Invite the class to
respond to the following discussion questions:
			 •	What can we suppose, or do we know, about the road from Jerusalem to Jericho?
			 •	What do we know about the traveler?
			 •	Why should a priest or Levite, being religious professionals of that
day, stop and render aid? Why not?
			 •	Was a Samaritan expected to stop and render aid? Why or why
not?
			 •	Why were Samaritans despised by the Jews?
			 •	What emotion determined the actions of the Samaritan?
			 •	How should compassion determine the actions of a believer in our
culture?
			 •	Is there something deeper than compassion that should guide the
behavior of believers?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in Teaching Resource Items for
this lesson at www.gc2press.org.)
6. Read verses 36-37 aloud. Present a mini lecture on the word mercy, and
its use in today’s passage. You might note that an online definition of
mercy (Oxford Languages) is “compassion or forgiveness shown toward
someone whom it is within one’s power to punish or harm.” Ask volunteers to compare that definition with what you present from Scripture.
Then ask the class to consider, What is the cost of being a good neighbor?
7. Direct members back to the very first question the lawyer asked in verse
25. Point out that this is the most important question one will ever ask.
Whether asked in spite (like the lawyer perhaps), or in sincerity, the an-
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swer will determine one’s relationship with God and his or her eternal
destiny.

Encourage Application
8. Ask the class to consider which is the better question: Who is my neighbor? Or, Who needs my help and becomes my neighbor?
9. Comment that showing mercy is something we are called to do at all
times, not just when it is convenient. Share Matthew 5:41 and then
Matthew 26:39 with the class, noting that Jesus didn’t just instruct His
followers to go above and beyond, He demonstrated it time and time
again.
10. Point out the following headings from the Study Guide:
			 •	Demonstrate Kindness to Strangers
			 •	See the Value of Small Acts of Kindness
			 •	Give God the Credit for Your Kindness
		 Ask members to brainstorm ways that individuals and churches, following the three thoughts above, can show mercy to others. You may want
to list responses on the markerboard. Answers might include:
			

•	Organ donation

			

•	Financial assistance

			 •	Sharing food or clothing
			 •	Housesit or water plants
			

•	Pet care

			

•	Childcare

			 •	Help mend or construct a fence
			 •	Provide minor mechanical assistance or home repair
			 •	Local mission project
11. Close in prayer.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 11:5-13

Romans 8:32; Mark 11:24

lesson
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Prayer That Just
Won’t Quit
MAIN IDEA

Communicating with God in prayer
doesn’t come naturally; we must learn
how to pray effectively.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How persistent and passionate am I
in my prayer life, regarding my physical and spiritual needs?
TEACHING AIM

To challenge adults to learn to pray
with boldness and persistence as they
uncover God’s purpose for their lives
BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Some things come naturally to us. Others must be learned. Jesus’ disciples
knew their Master spent time in prayer, and they wanted to learn to pray like
Jesus.
One day when Jesus had completed His prayer time alone with God, one
of the disciples requested, “…Lord, teach us to pray, just as John [the Baptizer] taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1) Jesus gave His disciples an example
to follow—the Model Prayer or Lord’s Prayer. While Luke’s version is somewhat shorter than the one recorded in Matthew 6:9-13, it still offers several
important guideposts for prayer. First, we address God both with intimacy
and reverence. God is Father; at the same time, God’s name is holy. Our first
desire should be to see God’s kingdom come; that is, as Matthew’s version
explains, we should want to see God’s will done on earth as faithfully as it is
carried out in Heaven. The Model Prayer calls us to recognize that God cares
about our everyday needs, and they are supplied by His hand. It also reminds
us of forgiveness—our need for God’s forgiveness and our need to forgive
others. Finally, it recognizes trials and tests are part of life, but temptations
often can be avoided if we follow God’s guidance.
Jesus gave a Model Prayer to follow, but the Lord did not want the disciples to assume that casually reciting a rote prayer would be sufficient. The
believer’s prayer life reflects his or her relationship with God. Relationships
demand ongoing communication. Anyone in any relationship quickly learns
the importance of showing the other person how we really feel. Imagine a
husband who only communicated with his wife once a day by reciting a prescribed formula. Relationships require demonstrations of passion and persistence.
Jesus told stories about prayer to teach His disciples—then and now—to
learn how to pray boldly, communicating to God at a deep level. He wanted
them—and us—to learn the importance of persistence in prayer. Finally, Je-
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sus wanted those who seek to follow Him to recognize God as a loving Father
who wants to give good gifts to His beloved children.

Interpreting the Scriptures
The Power of Persistence (Luke 11:5-8)
11:5-6. Jesus described a situation that might have been familiar to His
followers. He asked them to imagine that their sleep was disturbed by a latenight knock at the door. A friend arrived at midnight, asking to borrow three
loaves of bread. The one making the request explained he had an unexpected
house guest. A friend was on a journey, and he showed up expecting his host
to offer him something to eat—a reasonable assumption in that part of the
world at that time in history.
In the ancient Middle East, hospitality was a sacred obligation. Early on,
Israel learned what it meant to rely on the kindness of strangers. So, God told
His people to remember what it had been like being a stranger in a strange
land. God commanded them to treat strangers and aliens with compassion,
offering them protection and provision. (For examples, see Exodus 22:21,
Leviticus 19:33-34, and Deuteronomy 10:18-19.)
In this instance, hospitality presented a challenge. In the Model Prayer,
when Jesus spoke about “daily bread,” that represented a reality for many
people. The poor baked enough bread for a single day. In a time before modern preservatives, they could not afford to bake more than was required and
risk spoilage. However, the traveler arrived late in the day—almost certainly after the family had consumed its daily bread. Somehow, the ill-prepared
host knew his friend likely had bread to spare. So, he came to his friend’s
house at midnight, asking to borrow three loaves of bread.

11:7. Jesus understood His audience. He undoubtedly knew they would relate to the householder who said: “Don’t bother me.” The person inside the
house offered a list of good reasons not to respond to his friend’s request.
The door already was barred for the night. His children were in bed with him,
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and he did not want to risk waking them. It simply seemed unreasonable for
anyone to expect him to get up at that late hour, disturb his family’s sleep and
provide bread for a friend of a friend.

11:8. However, the person outside the locked door refused to take “no” for
an answer. His request was not selfish. He was not seeking bread for himself.
Rather, he was trying to provide hospitality to a friend who had been journeying and needed something to eat. Besides, it was minimal hospitality, at
that. He was not asking for a four-course meal—just three loaves of bread.
So, he persisted until the homeowner finally agreed to get out of bed and
supply what he requested. Jesus makes it clear the homeowner did not give
away three loaves of bread out of a heart of generosity for a friend in need.
Rather, he granted the request because his friend was so persistent—and the
householder wanted to get back to bed.
Jesus was making a point about prayer. He was not suggesting our prayers
prevent God from getting a good night’s sleep. He was not saying God grants
our pesky petitions just to get rid of us. Jesus was presenting a parable, not
an allegory. All allegories are parables, but not all parables are allegories. In
an allegory—such as John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress—every detail is
packed with symbolic meaning. Jesus told a few parables that were allegories, such as the “Parable of the Prodigal Son” in Luke 15 and the parable of
the tenant farmers in Luke 20. In these stories, each detail carries meaning.
The story about the persistent late-night visitor, on the other hand, is told to
make one point, as explained in the verses that follow.

Asking, Seeking, and Knocking (Luke 11:9-10)
God is not a stingy miser or a cranky householder who must be pestered into
granting petitions. Even so, we realize not every petition is granted immediately. Sometimes, God knows the timing is not right. In those instances,
if we ask according to God’s will, our persistent requests demonstrate faith.
We do not persistently bring our petitions to God because we must overcome
God’s reluctance to hear us and grant our requests. However, we may have to
overcome our own lack of faith.
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Too often, we think the only proper answer to our prayer is “yes,” when
God knows sometimes the best answer is “no” or “wait awhile.” On those
occasions, persistently presenting our requests to God represents an act of
faith—belief that God knows what is best for us, wants what is best for us,
and will do what is best for us.
So, we are encouraged to keep on praying. Jesus frames that persistence
using three imperative commands of ever-greater intensity: ask, seek, and
knock. He says in verses 9 and 10: “…Ask and it will be given to you; seek and
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who
asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door
will be opened.”

Good Giver of Gifts (Luke 11:11-13)
11:11-12. Jesus concluded His teaching about prayer by comparing the
gift-giving practices of sinful people to the gracious gifts God freely provides.
If even a grumpy householder will honor the persistent requests of an insistent friend, how much more will a gracious and loving Father in Heaven
honor the persistent petitions of a beloved child?
The Lord asked: If a son asked his father for a fish, would his father play
a dirty trick on him and hand him a poisonous snake instead? If the child
asked for an egg, would the father hand him a deadly scorpion? The notion
is ridiculous. It is hard to imagine a father so cruel and unfeeling that, if his
child asked for something nutritious, he would instead give him something
potentially deadly.

11:13. Jesus brought home the central point of the lesson on prayer in verse
13. If a sinful earthly father knows how to give proper gifts to his children,
how much more wonderful are the gifts our loving Father in Heaven gives to
His children. More than that, God give us the precious gift of the Holy Spirit—His abiding presence within us.
Today, we recognize God already has given us the greatest gift imaginable. The Apostle Paul asked, “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave
him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all
things?” (Romans 8:32). And the greatest thing is that “neither height nor
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depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39).

Focusing on the Meaning
The disciples wanted Jesus to teach them to pray. Jesus not only gave them a
model to follow; He also taught them an important lesson about persistent
prayer as an exercise in faith. The Lord wants us to approach Him boldly with
our petitions. If we do not receive the anticipated fulfillment of our request
right away, the fact that we continue to pray means we have not given up
on God. We have not quit communicating with our heavenly Father, like a
petulant child who refuses to speak to a parent when he does not get his way.
Rather, we persistently approach God, trusting in His goodness.
If we do not receive what we request immediately, perhaps God is teaching us to wait on Him. We grow in our walk with God by learning to trust His
timing, all the while keeping the desires of our heart before Him.
Maybe our petition is not as great as the gift God wants to give us, but we
need to grow into it. God has a purpose for our lives, and we often learn that
purpose in the school of prayer.
One thing we know for sure: God is great, and God is good. As the Scripture teaches us, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows” (James 1:17).

ENDNOTES
“Hospitality” by Robert C. Dunston, Mercer Dictionary of the Bible (Macon,
GA: Mercer University Press, p. 393).
2
“Luke,” Malcolm O. Tolbert, The Broadman Bible Commentary, Vol. 8, (Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, p. 98).
1
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Have class members share with a neighbor about a subject or skill they
have always wanted to learn but need someone with expertise to teach
them how to do it.
2. Ask a volunteer to read Luke 11:1-4. Say, The disciples saw firsthand how
Jesus spent time with the Father in prayer, and this particular time they
wanted to learn too and asked their Rabbi to teach them. In these verses we
have Luke’s account of the Model Prayer or Lord’s Prayer. (See also Matthew 6:9-13.)

Guide Bible Study
3. Have the class call out times when a person must be bold when asking
for something. (e.g., a young man asking his future in-laws for permission to marry their daughter; young man asking a girl to marry him;
asking a boss for a raise; asking a teacher for more time to complete an
assignment)
4. Say, In our parable today of The Friend at Midnight, Jesus teaches the disciples how to pray with boldness and persistence.
5. Have a volunteer read Luke 11:5-13.
6. Ask the class to get up and change seats across the room or on the next
row. Repeat yourself several times until everyone has moved. You may
need to tell them that this is part of the lesson. Debrief with the class
what they were feeling when they heard the request to change seats.
Next describe what it was like for you as the teacher asking them to
move.
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7. Ask, What 3 things or components of prayer does Jesus tell His disciples to
practice in prayer? See verses 8-10 for the answer (Ask, Seek, Knock).
8. In verses 11-13, how does Jesus describe the generosity of our Father in
Heaven? Ask, What have your family members, friends, or coworkers asked
you for recently that you were overjoyed to give them? Give opportunity for
responses. Say, That joy you felt in granting those requests is just a small
taste of the joy God has in giving good things to His children.

Encourage Application
9. Have the class look at questions 1 and 3 in the Study Guide and have
them answer silently, on paper, or in their books.
10. Ask the class what it would take for them to pray boldly and persistently
about God’s will for them and your church.
11. Close by praying aloud together from Luke 11:2-4. (A copy of this prayer
of Jesus is available as a “Teaching Resource Item” at gc2press.org.)

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Bring a loaf of homemade bread or fresh baked bread from a store bakery to share with the group.
2. Ask, What is the proper way to ask someone for something? (Be polite,
humble, earnest, state clearly and specifically what you are wanting).
Say, Today we are going to study how Jesus taught His disciples to pray.

Guide Bible Study
3. Have a volunteer read Luke 11:1-4. Using the “Understanding the Context” portion of this Teaching Guide provide the background to the focal
passage.
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3. Ask a volunteer to read Luke 11:5-8. Ask, What characteristics does the
friend who asks for bread display? (Care for his guest; boldness to bother
one’s friend at midnight; persistence to keep asking). Say, Think of a time
when a child kept asking for something over and over again until finally the
request was granted just so the child would be quiet. Let a few people share.
4. Have a volunteer read Luke 11:9-10. Point to the 3 actions one is to take
(Ask, Seek, Knock), Pass out papers with the 2 acronyms of ASK and
PUSH on them the Study Guide author described. Have them complete
the 2 acronyms. Guide participants to write out beside each letter of
ASK for one thing they need to ask God, for one thing they need to Seek
God, and for what do they need to persistently knock on God’s door. (A
copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for
this study at www.gc2press.org).
5. Ask, What does Jesus say will happen when we Ask, Seek, and Knock according to God’s will? (See verse 10.)
6. Read aloud Luke 11:11-13. Ask, What is the lesson that we take from these
verses? (If we ask for the Holy Spirit according to God’s will, God will fill
us with His Spirit.)

Encourage Application
8. Have the class look back at 11:2-4 and point out for which things Jesus
taught us to pray. (Praise; God’s will; our provision; forgiveness; and
avoiding temptation)
9. Close with everyone praying silently in boldness for things God is leading them to pray and remind them to pray persistently.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 12:13-21

Ecclesiastes 2:10-11;
James 4:14; Matthew 6:19

lesson

6

A Fool’s Formula
for Failure
MAIN IDEA

What you give to God and His work
is as valuable as making a deposit in
Heaven for eternity.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Are you rich toward God?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to achieve success in
God’s eyes by having a good relationship with Him, which produces a
good relationship with other people

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
In Luke 12, Jesus presented a series of warnings to His disciples. As crowds
gathered around Jesus, He recognized increased acclaim would mean greater
attention focused on Him and His followers. Jesus wanted them to be prepared. Jesus pointed out particular dangers they should guard against, such
as the hypocrisy of the Pharisees (12:1), anticipated persecution 12:4, 1112), worry and anxiety (12:22-34).
At the same time, Jesus offered words of assurance and encouragement—particularly the reminder that God values them and is fully aware of
their circumstances (12:6-7). Jesus emphasized the inherent worth of every
individual. In God’s eyes, nobody goes unnoticed. God does not just look at
the big picture. God notices every detail—every sparrow that falls to the
ground, and every hair that falls out of a balding head (12:6-7). If God is that
interested in our lives and that concerned about the little things, why should
we be anxious about Him providing for our own security?
The lesson for this week focuses specifically on a warning against greed.
A real-life example of greed—a person in the crowd who wanted Jesus to
command his brother to split the family inheritance with him—provided the
opening. Jesus then used that occasion to point out the danger of greed and
of a self-centered focus on material possessions. That lesson leads naturally
into Christ’s teaching about how God’s people need not worry, because God
is their provider and their source of security.

Interpreting the Scriptures
Guard Against Greed (Luke 12:13-15)
12:13-14. Someone came to Jesus to ask Him to settle a dispute involving
the division of a family inheritance. In the first century, rabbis often were

Lesson 6: A Fool’s Formula for Failure

69

called upon to interpret how the religious law should be applied to civil disputes. Jesus refused to allow Himself to be drawn into a family squabble
(12:13). Instead of focusing on the family ties that should have brought them
close together, family members were in a fuss with one another over inherited property. Jesus was not interested in making a bad situation worse by taking sides in a property dispute. He looked at the situation and immediately
diagnosed the disease: greed.

12:15. Jesus responded with a warning: “Watch out! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed” (verse 15). The temptation of greed demands vigilance. As we stand guard against greed, we should look for the telltale warning signs that indicate we are in danger. Consider asking these questions to
gauge the danger level: How much time do we spend focusing on the accumulation of material things? How much energy do we expend seeking security
in possessions?
While the primary focus is material goods, Jesus did not limit His warning only to money and property. He warned His followers to be on guard
against all kinds of greed. Some people are greedy for power or prestige. Some
crave popularity. Others focus relentlessly on social standing. Anything that
points to a self-centered attitude could fall under the heading of greed.
Even so, Jesus recognized the tremendous temptation material things
represent. We do like things we can touch and hold and admire. Jesus wanted
His disciples to understand a person’s life “does not consist in the abundance
of his possessions” (12:15). Far too many people equate net worth with net
value. The measure of life is not the size of a portfolio, a bank account, or real
estate holdings. Instead, lives are measured best by relationships—first, our
relationship with God; second, our relationship with other people.
Several decades ago, a popular bumper sticker read, “Whoever dies with
the most toys wins.” That summarized the way a large segment of society
evaluates life. In truth, no matter how many “toys” we accumulate, when we
die, we leave them all behind.
In the Old Testament, the author of Ecclesiastes came to that same conclusion about the meaninglessness of a life spent chasing after more and
more possessions. The writer of Ecclesiastes described a life spent building
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bigger and better houses for himself with elaborate vineyards and lush gardens. He owned more livestock and commanded more servants than anyone
else. “I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. My heart took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my
labor,” he wrote (2:10). However, he continued: “Yet when I surveyed all that
my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun” (2:11).

A Story About a Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21)
12:16-17. As He often did, Jesus illustrated the teaching with a story. He
described a rich man whose land had produced a bountiful harvest. At a time
when most people were subsistence farmers, this man’s wealth was extraordinary. He had such a surplus; his barns could not hold it all.
The first thing that is evident about the man in the story is his self-centeredness. Notice the number of first-person pronouns—“I,” “me,” “my,” and
“mine.” The rich farmer’s self-centeredness was reflected in selfishness. He
never considered others; therefore, he never considered sharing with others.
The rich fool’s self-centeredness also resulted in an inflated sense of self-sufficiency. He thought he could provide his own security. God never entered
the picture. Others never entered his mind. As the New Testament scholar
William Barclay wrote regarding the rich farmer: “His whole attitude was the
very reverse of Christianity. Instead of denying himself he aggressively affirmed himself; instead of finding his happiness in giving he tried to conserve
it by keeping.”1

12:18-19. So, the rich man determined to tear down his barns and build
bigger ones (12:18). Then, he said, he would have security. He would be able
to say to himself: “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life
easy; eat, drink and be merry” (12:19). The rich farmer was preparing for his
own early retirement, without giving any thought to anyone else.

12:20. But God called the man a fool. Considering the stern warning Jesus issued in His Sermon on the Mount about calling anyone a “fool,” this is
strong language (Matthew 5:22). However, it is appropriate. Proverbs 28:25-
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26 says: “The greedy stir up conflict, but those who trust in the Lord will
prosper. Those who trust in themselves are fools, but those who walk in wisdom are kept safe.”
God pronounced judgment on the greedy, rich farmer. He announced the
rich man’s life would end that very night. At the story’s end, God asked, rhetorically, “Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” (12:20).
One has to wonder if Jesus glanced at the person involved in the family dispute over an inheritance at that point.
The parable is not condemning reasonable savings; it is warning against
selfish hoarding. This parable exposes as false the notion that we have the
ability to provide our own security, rather than recognizing our security rests
in God. The rich fool was not being prudent; he was being greedy. He was not
exercising good stewardship of the resources God had placed in his control.
When we are blessed materially, we must recognize that blessing is meant
to be passed on to others. Any material goods we have are entrusted to our
keeping not for our selfish pleasure but so they will be available to give when
a need arises. First John 3:17 asks the compelling question: “If anyone has
material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on
them, how can the love of God be in that person?”

12:21. Jesus concluded the story with a warning: “This is how it will be with
whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.” Being
rich toward God means having a growing and vital relationship with Him
that changes our perspective. Instead of focusing on how much material stuff
we can accumulate for ourselves, we think about how much we can invest in
that which is of eternal value. Jesus said: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in
and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19-20). When we give to support God’s work in this world—starting churches, sustaining ministries, training preachers to proclaim the gospel, feeding the hungry, caring for the vulnerable, meeting human needs in
Christ’s name—we are storing up treasures in Heaven.
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Focusing on the Meaning
Jesus moved from the story about greed to a warning about worry because
the two subjects are so closely related. Jesus told His disciples not to worry
and fret about food, clothing, and shelter. Instead, He urged His followers to
trust in God’s provision (Luke 12:22-31). Hard work and diligence are appropriate. Anxiety about the things we cannot afford is not.
Jesus delivered a stern warning about greed because He recognized what
a pernicious force it can be. Greed is a cancer that eats away at us. Obsession
with material things leads us to a false sense of security—an incorrect belief
that we are the ones who provide it. It causes us to focus on self rather than
on God. In turn, that inward focus blinds us to the needs of people around us
and robs us of the opportunity to be God’s instruments to meet their needs.
A correct view of life keeps eternity in view. A proper perspective on life
means recognizing who we are—people created in the image of God, designed
to live as children of our heavenly Father for all eternity in His presence. Our
time on this earth should be spent with eternity in mind. We should hold our
possessions lightly, not in a clenched fist but in an open palm, ready to give
them away when God presents a need to which we may respond.

ENDNOTES
1

William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible Series: The Gospel of Luke, Revised Edition, (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, p. 164).
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Break up into teams of three to five people. Give each team a sheet of
paper and pen. Give them one minute to write down as many things as
they can of items that commercials try to influence purchasing a new
one every 3-5 years (e.g., car; phone; washer; lawn mower; tv; etc.).
Count the totals and see which team had the most items. Declare that
the team that had the most is the LOSER.
2. Debrief with the losing team of how they feel about having lost despite
the fact they came up with the most answers.

Guide Bible Study
3. Say, Our consuming culture honors those who have the most, biggest, nicest,
and expensive possessions. Today we are going to look at a story of a successful farmer in the world’s eyes and how he lost.
4. Keep the groups together and read aloud Luke 12:13-21. Have the
groups discuss among themselves what our culture would value about
the rich farmer’s attitude and actions. Next have them discuss where
the rich man went wrong? What did God say to the rich man?
5. Have groups read Ecclesiastes 1:1-3 and 2:18-26 and have them share
their reactions with one another within their group.

Encourage Application
6. Read Matthew 6:19. Ask, Where are we as Christians to store up treasures?
What is going to happen to earthly possessions?
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7. Have groups look up the following passages that guide Christians to
invest in God’s Kingdom.
			 • Jeremiah 9:23-24
			 • Galatians 5:22-23
			 • Matthew 22:37-39
			 • Micah 6:8
			 • 1 Corinthians 13:13
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
8. Have individuals write on the back of their sheets earthly things they
have been investing their wealth, time, and energy that need to be given
up. Then have them write down investments they need to make in God’s
kingdom.
9. Close by praying for the class that they would be filled with the Holy
Spirit to be Kingdom investors.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Give participants a sheet of paper to privately list their main assets
(e.g., house; car; land; retirement account; bank account; vacation
home; electronics; etc.). Have them fold up the paper.
2. Have class members name rich people who have died. After giving some
time for responses, Ask, What good did all their wealth and possessions do
them after they died?
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Guide Bible Study
3. Say, Today we are going to look at a person who was rich on earth but was
poor toward God.
4. Have a volunteer read Luke 12:13-21.
5. Make a two-sided “T” column on the board or focal wall with “World’s
View” on one side and “God’s View” on the other, with a line drawn
down the middle separating the two sides. First have the class point out
attitudes and actions the world would see as positive actions the rich
farmer took. Next have them point out where the man acted deficiently
in the eyes of God.
6. Using the “Bible Comments” in this Teaching Guide under verse 15 give
a mini lecture on the different types of greed.
7. Have a volunteer read Matthew 6:19 and discuss ways that individuals
can invest in God’s kingdom. Have them look up Scriptures that talk
about attitudes, characteristics, actions, and words that are investments in God’s kingdom.
8. Have a volunteer read James 4:13-14. Ask, If we are not guaranteed tomorrow, why do we spend so much thought, action, and worry on our possessions and comfort?

Encourage Application
9. Say, Take out your folded piece of paper and silently read the items on the
list. Which of those things is being invested in God’s Kingdom? What changes
need to be made with your assets?
10. Have people turn their paper over and write down characteristics, actions, thoughts, and words they need to invest in God’s kingdom. Ask,
How will investing in God’s kingdom change your life, your level of comfort,
and your retirement.
11. Close in prayer asking God for the willingness, the discipline, and for
the joy to make these changes in your lives.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 13:1-9

Jeremiah 17:9;
Romans 8:22

lesson
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Why Do Good
People Suffer?
MAIN IDEA

Without the cross and the resurrection of Jesus, suffering has no meaning; it becomes a hopeless encounter
with pain.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

The most important question I will
ever ask is not “Why do good people
suffer?” The most important question
is, “Am I ready to meet God?”
TEACHING AIM

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE

To challenge adults to understand
the role of suffering in their Christian walk and learn to have a proper
response to it
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Early afternoon on June 24, 2021, a 12-story beachfront condominium in
suburban Miami experienced a partial collapse. Of course, search and rescue
operations dominated the days immediately following the disaster. The most
urgent questions that had to be answered were: “Are there survivors trapped
in the rubble? Can they be saved?” Even at that point, however—and with
ever-increasing intensity in the days that followed—another question arose:
“Why?” Anyone who lived in the area wanted to know if some structural
flaw or environmental factor contributed to the collapse. And everyone who
looked at the sudden and seemingly random loss of life just wanted to be able
to point to some explanation.
The question of suffering troubles humankind and has since ancient
times. The Old Testament book of Job deals specifically with what appears
to be the unjust suffering of a righteous man. In that particular case, the
less-than-satisfying answer to the “why” question seemed to be that Job suffered not because he was unrighteous, but precisely because he was a faithful
man, and God allowed Satan to bring hardship into his life to test him.
Sometimes, seemingly unjust suffering can be attributed directly to the
sinful acts of other people. At other times, however, such as when children
suffer deadly diseases or when a tornado wipes out a residential neighborhood while leaving a sexually oriented business standing unscathed, we find
no clear answers to our questions.
The Scripture passage in this lesson focuses on two tragedies in Jesus’
day and questions raised about them. One centered on loss of life due to the
action of a political figure. The other dealt with an apparent natural disaster—the collapse of a tower. Rather than enter into a political critique or a
philosophical discussion regarding human suffering, Jesus used both of the
current events of His day to call people to repentance, a theme already introduced near the end of the previous chapter. From that point, Jesus immediately entered into a brief parable about fruitlessness and final opportunities.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
Sin and Suffering (Luke 13:1-5)
13:1. The passage began with some people approaching Jesus “at that time”
when He was speaking about the importance of discerning the times and
preparing for the day of judgment (Luke 12:54-59). They told Jesus about
the latest headline news: Some Galileans apparently had been killed by Pilate
while they were offering their sacrifices. Presumably, that meant they were
killed in the Temple in Jerusalem.
The reason behind their execution remains unknown. Perhaps Pilate suspected them of being Jewish nationalists who potentially were plotting revolution. Maybe Pilate was just suspicious of too many Galileans assembling
in one place in Judea, because he feared they might be conspiring against
him. Nobody knows for certain what triggered the action, but we can safely
assume the Jews were outraged that some of their brethren had been slaughtered while they were in a holy place, offering their sacrifices.
Those who told Jesus the news about the murdered Galileans may have
expected Him to respond with outrage at the injustice Pilate perpetrated. The
Jews of Jesus’ day were looking for a political Messiah to deliver them from
Roman oppression. So, those who delivered the news might have been hoping it would trigger Jesus to take action against Roman authority.
Another possibility is that those who brought the word to Jesus were
looking for a theological answer: Why would God allow faithful worshipers
to be slain while they were carrying out their religious duty? Was there some
secret sin they were hiding? What sin could be so terrible that God would allow the desecration of the Temple in order for their punishment to be carried
out?
13:2-3. Jesus refused to be drawn into a political controversy, and He raised
an altogether different theological question: “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered
this way?” Then Jesus issued His call to repentance, saying, “unless you repent, you too will all perish.” Essentially, Jesus was rejecting the idea that the
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Galileans who were killed were being punished specifically for their own sins.
He suggested there were plenty of Galileans—and Judeans, too—who were
equally guilty sinners. They all needed to repent of their sins and get right
with God.
The Galileans who were murdered while offering sacrifices suffered because of the existence of sin, but it was not direct punishment for their own
sin. They suffered because an evil and unjust Roman governor of the Judean
province ordered their deaths. Like those who showed up to work at the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City on April 19, 1995, or to
the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York City on September
11, 2001, they died because of an evil act beyond their control. Moral evil
performed by others is one source of human suffering.

13:4-5. Jesus also pointed to another current event of His day. He talked about 18 people who were killed when the tower at Siloam fell on them.
Maybe they were construction workers laboring on the building of the tower.
Perhaps the tower was erected already, but it fell due to a tremor or collapsed
because of a flaw in its design. We don’t know any of the circumstances surrounding this situation except that a tower fell and 18 people died. Some
suffering in our world is not directly attributable to human action. Some disasters occur naturally. Other tragedies just happen, and we struggle to find
any reason behind the suffering. But again, Jesus was not focused on offering
an answer to the question, “Why?” Instead, Jesus dismissed the notion that
the 18 who died were any more guilty than anybody else in Jerusalem. He
again issued the warning, “unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
We live in a fallen world broken by sin. Because sin exists, the world is
not as God originally intended it to be. When God created everything, Genesis 1 tells us He pronounced all of his creation “very good.” However, things
changed in Genesis 3. When sin entered the world, it had consequences not
only upon those who sinned, but also upon the created order. Suffering is an
inevitable part of living in this world. However, as Christians, we know the
story does not end there. (See Romans 8:18-21.)
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The Story of the Fruitless Fig Tree (Luke 13:6-9)
13:6-7. Jesus then moved from “ripped-from-the headlines” examples to a
timeless parable. He talked about a man who had planted a fig tree in his
vineyard. That imagery alone must have caused His listeners to tune in more
attentively, because they would have recognized the allusions to symbols the
ancient prophets had used (Isaiah 5:1-7; Micah 4:4). Jesus was talking about
God as the man who planted fig tree, which represented the people of Israel.
When the man went to check on the tree, he found no figs on it. This continued for three years.

13:8-9. At that point, the owner of the vineyard went to his vinedresser
and instructed him to cut down the fruitless tree, saying it was just taking
up space. However, the vinedresser appealed to the owner of the vineyard for
one more year. He promised to aerate the soil around the tree and fertilize it.
“If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down,” he said.
Israel had demonstrated its lack of fruitfulness. When God called Abram,
part of the promise God made was that “all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you” (Genesis 12:3). Instead, the Israelites focused inward, looking
only at the blessings God promised to them, rather than looking at the blessings God wanted to pour out on other nations through them. When God sent
prophets, Israel largely rejected their calls to repentance. Then, of course,
when God sent His Son into the world, “He came to that which was his own,
but his own did not receive him” (John 1:11). Jesus was approaching the
events that would lead to His crucifixion. Time was running out for Israel to
recognize its Messiah, but God was giving them a little longer to repent and
turn to the promised Deliverer.
The parable makes clear two important truths. God is longsuffering. But
God will not allow sin to continue forever. God’s patience is demonstrated
in the parable by the fact that the vineyard owner not only granted the fig
tree three years to produce, but also granted a one-year extension. Scripture
tells us, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone
to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). God is patient, but God also is just.
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At some point—whether at the end of an individual’s life or at the Second
Coming of Christ—the day of reckoning will arrive, and God will hold each
person accountable. At that point, the question will not be, “Why do good
people suffer?” On that day, it will be readily apparent nobody is good enough
to deserve eternity in God’s presence on their own merits. At that point, the
question will be, “Did you repent of sin and turn to God while He repeatedly
offered the free gift of grace?”

Focusing on the Meaning
Sin spoiled everything. It broke the wholeness of God’s good creation and
introduced suffering into the world. If that were the end of the story, it would
be a pretty hopeless tale. However, Jesus came to restore all that sin damaged. Through the atoning work of Christ on the cross and the glorious victory secured in His resurrection, we have hope. We can be ready to meet God
because of what Jesus has done for us.
When confronted with questions about human suffering, Jesus did not
bother with satisfying anyone’s curiosity. Rather, He had a much more urgent focus—a search and rescue mission. Jesus did not come to answer all
our questions. Jesus came to rescue us from the consequences of sin. Jesus
came to seek and save the lost. Jesus came to call us into a right relationship
with God—and to make that relationship possible.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Bring one fresh fig or dried fig for a visual with some fig cookies to the
study to share with everyone. Ask if anyone has ever seen a fig tree and
ask them to describe it. (Search information on the internet for some
facts about fig trees that you can share.) (A copy of this assignment is
available in “Teaching Resource Items” for this study at www.gc2press.
org).
2. Ask for volunteers to share times they had planted a fruit tree, flowers,
a rose bush, or vegetables in their garden and the plant did not produce.
Ask, What feelings did you have as you watched the plant grow but it did not
produce any fruit or flowers?
3. Say, Today we are going to look at the “Parable of the Barren Fig Tree,” but
first we are going to read about some tragedies during Jesus’ time.

Guide Bible Study
4. Ask a volunteer to read Luke 13:1-5.
5. The people were wondering why these awful things had happened. People in those times believed that illness, poverty, and calamity were a
result of a person’s sin. Give a mini lecture on the relationship between
sin and suffering using content from the “Bible Comments” in this
Teaching Guide under the section for verses 4-5.
6. Lead the class to discover Jesus’ response in these verses. Say, Although
these were real tragedies that happened, Jesus spoke of the worst tragedy
awaiting the person who does not repent of their sin. What is the extreme
tragedy a person can face? (Eternal separation from God in hell).
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7. Ask, How has God used (not caused) the results of tragedies in our country
to draw people closer to Him? (Wars; natural disasters; terrorist attacks;
illnesses; etc.)
8. Have a volunteer read Luke 13:6-9. Ask, Why does the tree owner want
the tree cut down? Why does the vineyard-keeper advocate for the tree?
What does he hope to accomplish?
9. To give insight into why the tree owner gave grace for a time extension,
read Romans 8:18-25 and 2 Peter 3:9.

Encourage Application
10. Ask, When we encounter tragedies in our lives and nation, how can we use
today’s lesson to give us, and others hope?
11. Have the class reflect upon the following: Whom do you know is facing the
greatest tragedy possible to humankind, to live eternally in hell, apart from
God? What difference does it make that you know this, and you know the
Lord Jesus who has offered them the ultimate gift of grace?
12. Close in prayer thanking God for the wonderful, gracious gift of salvation, and pray for people who need to hear about and experience the gift
also.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Have class members call out the greatest tragedies in the nation over
the past 100 years and write it on the board or focal wall. Ask, What
do these events have in common? Possible answers are suffering, death, a
period of mourning, a time of rebuilding and healing.
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2. State the question from the Study Guide author, “If God is entirely good
and entirely powerful—why is there suffering?” The Study Guide sates
that suffering is a result of moral evil when people make evil choices
that cause suffering, pain, and loss to others. Other suffering can be a
result of natural evil where there are diseases, accidents, and disasters.
“We live in a fallen, messed up world.”

Guide Bible Study
3. Have a volunteer read Luke 13:1-5. Point out that just like the tragedies
that were listed at the first of class there were tragedies in Jesus’ day as
well. Ask, What did Jesus say about these tragedies?
4. Read aloud John 9:1-3 to give further insight into Jesus’ teaching.
5. Ask, What stark warning does Jesus repeat in the Luke passage in verses
3 and 5? What do these 2 tragedies have to do with repentance? What will
happen to those who don’t repent?
6. Say, Thus far this lesson has been quite a downer so let’s look at the “Parable
of the Barren Fig Tree” for hope. Give background to this parable using the
comments in this Teaching Guide under the section for verses 6-7, and
then read aloud Isaiah 5:1-7.
7. Ask a volunteer to read the parable in Luke 13:6-9. Ask, What about
extending the tree’s life one more year would bring hope?
8. Say, The owner of the tree was going to have it cut down because it was not
producing and just wasting the space in the soil. Because of his mercy and
grace to want to see the tree produce fruit, he let the gardener tend to it one
more year. What grace does God offer the world?
9. Say, In Summary combine all the pain, anguish, and loss you have ever suffered and multiply it by one million and that is what a person will experience
in eternity in hell, separated from God. Jesus is saying, as tragic as what
happened to the Galileans and the people of Siloam that is nothing in com-
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parison to what one will experience living eternally separated from God and
His gracious mercy. That is why the most important question anyone could
ever ask oneself is, “Am I ready to meet God?” And the most important action
one could take is to accept God’s forgiveness in Christ and follow Him.

Encourage Application
10. Use the questions in the sidebar “Applying the Parable,” in the Study
Guide.
11. Give people a paper and pen and have them write down names of people
they know who need God’s loving mercy and grace, but who will experience the greatest tragedy of all unless they come to Christ.
12. Close in prayer for opportunities to share God’s love and message of
grace with the people who came to mind in step 11.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 14:12-24

Romans 1:20;
Revelation 22:17

lesson

8

Excuses: The Skin
of a Reason Stuffed
With a Lie
MAIN IDEA

Empty excuses for fully committing
our lives to God anger the Lord.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

What is my excuse for not accepting
Christ’s invitation to live in wholehearted devotion to Him?
TEACHING AIM

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE

To encourage adults to identify and
eliminate common excuses that keep
them from fully committing themselves to Christ
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
In the Gospel of Luke meals play an important role. Luke used meals throughout the Gospel to show us something important about Jesus and God’s Kingdom. Of course, we see this at the institution of the Lord’s Supper in the
upper room and the feeding of the 5,000. Luke also gave us the account of
the two disciples on the road to Emmaus breaking bread with Jesus once they
reach their destination. We see Jesus sitting down for meals with Mary and
Martha, at the house of Simon, with Zacchaeus, and with His disciples after
His resurrection. In these meals, we see something revealed about Jesus and
about the Kingdom He has come to establish. Meals in the Gospel of Luke
help us see the glory and grace of Jesus and help us better understand the
way God is opening His Kingdom doors for all who will come.
In this passage, Jesus was at the home of a leading Pharisee one Sabbath.
Verses 12-24 are actually the second parable Jesus told while seated around
the table. After healing a man whose body was swollen with fluid in verses
1-6 and confronting the Pharisees gathered about His ability to heal on a
Sabbath, Jesus turned His attention to the other guests around the table. In
this first parable, Jesus called the guests to give up their seats of honor and
to humble themselves.
Jesus used this first parable to set the stage for our passage. When the
guests were not thinking of themselves and their own honor they could invite the poor, the outcast, the ones who could not pay them back. When they
live with humility, they leave less room for the excuses we all make for not
fully committing our lives to God. Humility allows us to see past our own
glory and to let go of the excuses keeping us from living with wholehearted
devotion to God. The humility Jesus is calling us to here also allows us to go
out and invite others into the welcoming arms of God.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
Advice to the Host (14:12-14)
Jesus focused this advice to the Pharisee hosting this meal. This was a way
for him to live up to the religious commitments he claimed to believe. Jesus
was calling the host not to not just invite those who can repay the invitation
and bestow honor on him, but to invite those who have no honor or reward
to reciprocate. Jesus told the Pharisee to live with generosity, a generosity
which will be recognized in eternity. We should live for what really matters,
honoring the image of God and the value of those the world dismisses. God’s
blessing is found in this humility. The advice Jesus gave was shown in the
parable He was about to tell.

The Great Feast (14:15-24)
14:15. One of the guests around the table exclaimed, “Blessed is the one who
will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.” Maybe, this guest was trying to
move the conversation back toward something they can all agree on or maybe the guest was trying to impress Jesus and their host with his spirituality.
Whatever the reason for this statement, Jesus used it to tell another parable.

14:16-17. This parable centers on a man who has prepared a great banquet
feast. These two verses make it seem as if the guests had already accepted a
previous invitation and on the day of the feast this man sent out his servant
to tell those who had been invited the feast had been prepared, and the time
had come for them to gather and enjoy the banquet. In the immediate context of this passage, we see Jesus challenged the religious leaders and specifically this Pharisee and his friends who were hosting this meal. The good news
of the Kingdom had come to them first, and the table of salvation had been
spread. Will they come? Will they live in wholehearted devotion to God? Will
they accept this invitation?

14:18. Those who had been invited began to make excuses for why they could
not come. Remember, they had already accepted a preliminary invitation, but
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now that the day was here and the banquet was prepared, they made excuses.
The first guest said they could not come because they must go inspect a field,
they had just purchased. Who buys a field without seeing it first? This was
clearly an excuse given because the guest did not want to attend the banquet.

14:19. The second excuse was the need for the invited guest to “try” out five
yokes of oxen. These oxen had just been purchased and the guest was on their
way out the door to inspect their investment. In this day, this guest would
have been wealthy to afford and have a need for five yokes of oxen. This excuse, as well as the first excuse in verse 18, could have been taken care of after
the banquet, and it also showed the priorities of the guests. They cared more
about their wealth and their investments.

14:20. The third guest simply blamed their spouse. “I just got married, so
I can’t come.” We have all used our families as an excuse. Someone asks us
to attend an event or go somewhere with them and we say, “I need to ask
my spouse.” What we really mean is that we do not want to go, but we will
just blame them! Actually, in the Old Testament there was an allowance for
newlyweds to be free from military service and other social responsibilities
in their first year of marriage.1 But we are meant to see this as another way to
simply not attend this banquet. When we look for ourselves in this parable,
we should first ask about our own excuses. Where are we making excuses in
order to avoid fully committing our lives to God?

14:21. The host was extremely angry when his servant came back and told
him of the excuses given by the invited guests. He ordered the servant to go
into “the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled,
the blind and the lame.” The banquet was going on with or without the invited guests. The food was ready, and the table was set. The host would have
to throw away all the food if the banquet was canceled. So, he instructed his
servant to fill the spots around the table and invite the poor and disabled.
Notice, the ones the host sent the servant out to invite were the same people
mentioned back in verse 13.
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14:22. The servant went and did what the master told him to do, and he
brought in the poor and the lame, but there were still open spots at the table.
God’s table always has an extra seat. The invitation for us to come to Him is
open to all who will hear and receive this banquet of blessing.

14:23. The master sent the servant back out to fill the empty spots around
the banquet table. The servant was told to “go out to the roads and country
lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be full.” The master
really wanted this banquet table to be full. The mission he sent the servant
out to accomplish was big. It would have taken the servant a long time to find
people who desired to be hidden from the rest of the world. These the servant
was sent out to invite would have been social outcasts, kept away from polite
society. Yet, the host sent the servant out to compel these new guests to
come and fill his house and enjoy the bounty of his table. Parables are meant
to help us see ourselves in the story and we can see ourselves in this servant.
We have been given good news of salvation to take out to the roads and country lanes of our communities. Are we being faithful to go and invite others
to experience the bounty of God’s banquet? Revelation 22:17 shows us the
hope of this eternal banquet we are inviting our neighbors to come and join.

14:24. The parable ended with the master definitively declaring judgment
on the original invited guests. They will not get to experience the blessing of
his banquet. They have missed their opportunity.

Focusing on the Meaning
God wants us to fully commit our lives to Him. He has prepared a banquet
for us to enjoy. This banquet is the blessing of a life fully devoted to following
Jesus. Many of us have accepted His first invitation. We may have walked an
aisle, signed a card, and even been baptized, but have we given our lives fully
to God? Or have we made excuses? Does our stuff, our job, or our family keep
us from committing every inch of our lives to God? These excuses can keep us
from the banquet of blessing God lays out before us.
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I have a seven-year-old and a three-year-old. There are many times when
we ask our children to do a simple task such as clean their room and what we
receive in return are a list of excuses for why they cannot simply pick up their
toys. As frustrating as it can be as a parent to hear these excuses, imagine
how God must feel when we settle for our excuses instead of the bounty of
His banquet. We all make excuses for why we are holding an area of our lives
back from God. This parable can help us confront and confess those excuses
and give all of ourselves to Christ.
Luke 14:12-24 calls us to humility, to seeing the value of others made
in the image of God, to quit making excuses and accept God’s invitation to
live in wholehearted devotion to Him. It also compels us to go out and invite
others in our community to experience the blessing and welcome of God. Ask
God to help you and your class see where you are making excuses and ask
Him to show each person in your class a person they can go to and invite into
God’s banquet this week.

ENDNOTES
1

Leon Morris (1988). The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: Luke. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, p. 256.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
Prior to the Session

1. Read these passages several times to get a handle on the message Luke
was communicating to his readers. Jot down insights you find.
2. Be sure to look over both of the “Teaching Plans” (Discovery and Discussion), because there may be a way to combine them to enhance your
class’s learning.
3. Make sure there are plenty of Study Guides so each person can follow
along with this week’s lesson.
4. Enlist someone to read aloud Luke 14:15-22. Tell them you are going to
invite the other pupils to listen carefully to the reading and be able to
point out some strange and unusual things they hear from the passage.
Ask your reader to be ready to make a few comments about the passage,
as well.
5. Carefully read the commentary on these verses and be prepared to comment on why these excuses were unacceptable for not attending the
wedding feast.
6. Pray for members and guests who will attend the session. Make an effort to contact each one by phone, email, text, or personal contact. Encourage them to bring their Bibles and Study Guides.

Connect With Life
1. Write on a whiteboard or chalkboard in large letters, “Excuse or Reason.” As pupils arrive in the classroom invite them to look at the words
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on the whiteboard and begin to think about what the difference in their
meanings are. Ask them to be prepared to respond to the question you
will pose in a moment, “You’ve been invited to a party in your city, and
you feel somewhat obligated to attend, but you don’t really want to go. How
would you respond to the invitation?”
2. Follow up with this question, Suppose you DID go to the party and later
you planned a gathering and invited the hosts of the former party, and they
gave a lame excuse and did not attend. How would you feel about their rejection?

Guide Bible Study
3. One last question, Would you consider inviting someone you did not particularly like to an event, with your underlying motive of being invited to some
subsequent event sponsored by these people? How would you evaluate your
feelings about that?
			 Say to the class, Today, we will be exploring how and why we make excuses considering our commitment to Christ and following through with a life
that is lived under His control. Look with me at Chapter 14 of Luke, as we
continue our study of the Parables Jesus used in His ministry.
4. Draw attention to the opening verses of our focal passage for today.
Read Luke 14:12-14. Use the material in the Teaching Guide to help
your pupils understand that living the Christian life is not about us; it
is about others. Jesus addressed the subtle selfishness that resides in
our lives when we do or say something, expecting a reciprocal response
from the other person. Ask for quick responses from the students in
your group about how this can easily happen in our lives if we are not
on guard. (Other examples: making compliments to someone, expecting a similar one from them; invitations to events, parties, games, etc.,
expecting the same from them; lending tools or something else to them,
expecting they will do the same for you; etc.).
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Encourage Application
5. Point out to the class that 14:15-22 are about the “nitty-gritty” of life
and that is when we will start making excuses if we are not careful to
focus on what God wants instead of what we want. Say, Since the original
invitees did NOT respond appropriately (and there is a subtle message to the
Jewish people here), everyone is included in the invitation to be a part of the
enterprise of God.
6. Ask the person enlisted to read these verses to do so now. Invite the
students to listen to the people’s responses to the invitation. Listen to
their responses. Point out that the excuses sound a little like reasons
they could not come, but really, they just did not want to come but were
hesitant to say so. Ask for some reflection on this passage by your students. Is there a subtle reason you have not allowed Christ to govern all
of your life and its decisions? That is something to contemplate.
7. Look at the commentary on the final verse of this study (Luke 14:24).
Read it out loud for the class to hear, and then read the comments from
the commentator. It is ominous and true. Encourage everyone in the
class to accept Christ’s invitation to HIS Ultimate Banquet. Ask for any
prayer concerns for those who may need to accept Him as personal Savior and Lord.
8. Close with Prayer.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Prior to the Session

1. Prior to the session: Read these passages several times to get a handle
on the message Luke was communicating to his readers. Jot down insights you find.
2. Be sure to look over both of the “Teaching Plans” (Discovery and Discussion), because there may be a way to combine them to enhance your
class’ learning.
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3. Make sure there are plenty of Study Guides so each person can follow
along with this week’s lesson.
4. Pray for members and guests who will attend the session. Make an effort to contact each one by phone, email, text, or personal contact. Encourage them to bring their Bibles and Study Guides.

Connect With Life
1. Write the definition of a parable on a whiteboard or chalkboard: “A parable is a story that starts out being about someone else but ends up being about you!” As pupils come into your area, point out the definition
of a parable that is on the board. Invite them to read silently the entire
passage. There are actually two parables included: The one Jesus told
the host in the first few verses of our focal passage and the one Jesus
told in response to the person who overheard that parable and made a
comment on it. Ask them to discuss among themselves what they think
the meaning of the two parables is. How did it start out being about someone else but end up being about you?

Guide Bible Study
2. Using the outline furnished in the Teaching Guide, talk briefly about the
Celebration Banquet that is described in verses 12-22.
			 Comment on Jesus’ instruction not to just invite people to your parties or events who will in return invite you to theirs (14:12-14). Tell the
class to discuss among themselves why this is so radical in our society.
Allow a few minutes for this discussion and ask for responses from the
class.
			 Now, comment on the passage, 14:16-22. Suggest that the students
talk about the excuses that came as a result of the invitation to attend
the banquet. Divide into groups of 3. Give the assignment for the groups
to discuss one of the following excuses:
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			 • “I’ve got to take care of my stuff” (14:18).
			 • “My job keeps me busy” (14:19).
			 • “My family takes up my time” (14:20).
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
3. Invite the groups to identify the excuse and give some other possible
things that could have been said about similar excuses. Allow them to
suggest possible solutions to the excuse they have been assigned.
4. Invite the entire group to talk about the Host’s response when the people did not come to the banquet. (14:21-24). Ask: What do you think the
final response in verse 24 means?

Encourage Application
5. Suggest that the meaning of this parable ought to hit home for us as we
go about our regular, daily business. We will come in contact with some
of the “invitees” to this banquet. Perhaps our response ought to be to
encourage them to accept the invitation and join in the celebration of
life with Christ for now, as well as for eternity.
6. Ask for prayer requests for lost friends and family. Invite one of the
class members to close in prayer.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 15:1-10

Luke 19:10; 1 Peter 1:8-9

lesson

9

What Makes Heaven
Happy?
MAIN IDEA

There is great rejoicing in Heaven
when one person turns from their
sins and puts their faith in Jesus
Christ.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Do I share in Heaven’s celebration
over the salvation of the lost?
TEACHING AIM

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE

To challenge adults to align their
priorities and attitudes so they focus
on heavenly priorities and attitudes
regarding the lost and their great
need to share Christ with others
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Luke 15 has three of the most well-known parables of Jesus. All three show
us the heart of God. Jesus came to “seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10).
The two parables in our lesson today show us the heart of God for the lost and
for those who forget the joy of salvation.
Luke wrote both the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. One of the
main themes we see in both books is salvation is found in Jesus alone. This
salvation is not just for Israel, it is for all who will come to Jesus by faith.
Luke in Acts show us how this salvation begins to spread beginning in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).
In Luke 15, Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem. At the end of chapter 14,
Jesus was teaching to a big crowd and as we begin chapter 15, we see sinners
and tax collectors were a major part of those attracted to Jesus. Also present
in the crowd were the religious leaders. They were not very comfortable with
those Jesus tended to hang around. In our last lesson, Jesus was at the house
of a Pharisee and encouraged the ones gathered around the table to pursue
the poor, sick, and lost. In other words, to follow His example and to seek the
lost and hurting and point them to the salvation found in Him.
God’s Kingdom is for all who will come to Jesus. It is for the tax collector
and the sinner. It is for the lost. It is for the Pharisee and the teacher of the
law. It is for all of us because we are all sinners. We are all lost without Jesus.
God’s Kingdom is for everyone who will repent. Luke 15:1-10 shows us the
heart of God and calls us to celebrate what He celebrates and to love as He
loves. Jesus came to seek and to save the lost and He asks us to join Him on
this mission.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
Tax Collectors and Sinners (15:1-2)
15:1. The crowd gathered to hear Jesus included tax collectors and “sinners.”
Those lumped into these categories would have been considered outcasts. Tax
collectors worked for the Roman Empire. These tax collectors were considered the enemy because they helped the enemy and often took advantage of
their communities. They were Jews who worked for Gentiles and often made
their money from other Jews. You can imagine the disdain for them among
their fellow Jews. “Sinners” would be those who live immoral or ceremonially
impure lives. Those who broke the religious law of Israel in their personal or
professional lives would be considered a “sinner.”
15:2. The Pharisees and the teachers of the law have a great concern for purity. In their thinking, to eat with a sinner or a tax collector was to welcome
and approve of them and, therefore, it would make you unclean before God.
Their charge against Jesus was that He was not concerned with holiness or
purity. They saw only the outer actions of the tax collector and sinner, not
who they were and the value they had as being made in the image of God and
loved by Him. Jesus then told the tax collector, the sinner, the Pharisee, and
the teachers of the law two parables to show the heart of God.

The Lost Sheep (15:3-7)
15:3-4. Jesus used parables to invite us into the story. His parables always
help us see the world through His eyes and teach us about His heart. In this
parable, a shepherd left ninety-nine sheep to go and pursue one sheep who
was lost. God does not just welcome sinners who come to Him, He pursues
the lost. Jesus goes after the lost. God is not just waiting for us. God is actively pursuing our hearts. In this story, we are the lost sheep who are in desperate need of a good shepherd. If we know His saving love, then we are sent out
to pursue the lost as ambassadors for our shepherd with the good news of His
grace. We are His hands and His feet to actively pursue the lost and hurting.

Lesson 9: What Makes Heaven Happy?

101

15:5-6. The shepherd found the sheep, put it on his shoulders, and carried
it home. God pursues us. God saves us. God brings us home. Salvation is the
work of God. It is a gift of His grace. The shepherd then called all his friends
and celebrated finding the lost sheep. This is a beautiful picture of the heart
of God. It brings God indescribable joy to save us and carry us home. Jesus,
the Good Shepherd, finds us in our sin. He carried our sin and shame and
nailed it to the cross, and He carries us home through the suffering and trials
of this world. This good news should fill our hearts with joy. God pursues the
lost. He pursues us. He is pursuing your lost spouse, children, grandchildren,
parent, co-workers, and neighbors. He desires for them to be saved. He has
made a way for them to be saved. He rejoices when they are saved.

15:7. All of Heaven rejoices when one sinner repents, when one sinner is
saved. Picture that great cloud of witnesses we are told about in Hebrews 12
surrounding the throne of God and celebrating with eternal joy every time
one sinner comes to faith. This should be our heart because it is the heart
of Jesus. Jesus pursues us and Heaven rejoices when we come home. In this
parable, Jesus was confronting the hearts of the Pharisees and the teachers
of the law. Instead of seeing tax collectors and sinners as barriers to a right
relationship with God, they should see them as lost sheep God is pursuing.
The lost sheep does not find himself; the shepherd finds the sheep. We do not
have to get it all together to go and find Jesus. Jesus comes for us. The lost in
our family and in our communities are people God loves and they are hearts
God is pursuing. Jesus calls us to see them, to pursue them with His love, and
to celebrate when they repent and find their way home.

The Lost Coin (15:8-10)
15:8. This second parable shows us the heart of God for the lost again. A
woman had ten silver coins and lost one of them. Some commentaries say
this may be the woman’s savings or a part of her wedding dowry.1 So, this
lost coin is extremely valuable. We see the importance in the measures this
woman takes to find her lost coin. She lights a lamp, sweeps the house, and
searches in every nook and cranny. She turns over her house until she finds
what is lost. I have a three-year-old son who loves dinosaurs. Almost every
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night I am down on my knees looking under his bed, his chair, and his nightstand for a little plastic dinosaur he must have for bedtime. We cannot begin
our bedtime routine until the dinosaur is found. I do this every night because
I love my son. Now, think about the love God has for us to pursue our hearts
and make a way for us to be found. He is the light we shine into the darkness
of the world so the lost might know Him. We are valuable to God. He seeks us
out and by His amazing grace we are found.
15:9-10. The first thing the woman did when she found her coin was call her
friends and rejoice. Salvation is meant to be shared. The joy of salvation is
contagious. When the lost are found, it is time to celebrate. Jesus shows us
the heart of God and He is teaching us our response when the lost are saved.
Evangelism does not just grow our numbers, it produces joy. God rejoices
when the lost are saved and we should too. In both parables Jesus tells us
the lost repenting and coming home sets off a party in Heaven, and it should
set off one in our churches as well. God loves the lost. He came for them. He
pursues them. He saves them. He carries them home. He rejoices. He sends
us out with this message of love, salvation, grace, forgiveness, and joy.

Focusing on the Meaning
Jesus told these two parables to a crowd filled with tax collectors and sinners.
They would hear these parables and know the heart of God for them. God
wanted them to come home. God wanted them to know salvation and forgiveness. Jesus came seeking them.
But the crowd also contained Pharisees and teachers of the law. They
heard these parables and were reminded of God’s love for those they have
ignored and, in many ways, kept from God and His love. Jesus wanted them
to know the joy of salvation and the heart of God. He was inviting them into
the joy of God’s heart too.
Heaven rejoices when one sinner repents and follows Jesus. As followers
of Jesus, we should be marked by this love for the lost and for joy when one
repents.
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Where do we see ourselves in these parables? Are we the lost sheep? Or
are we the ones who have been around the things of God for so long we have
forgotten the heart of God? Far too often we are the Pharisees and teachers
of the law in this story. We look at the lost as people to avoid instead of people to be loved. How many of us would ever be accused of welcoming sinners
and eating with them? God’s heart is for the lost, therefore, ours should be
too.
God is pursuing the lost and the hurting. We are invited to join Him on
His great rescue mission. We can be a part of God’s work in the world and
know the joy this work brings.
Let’s ask God to give us a heart for the lost in our family, in our community, and around the world. When He begins to open doors for us to join His
work, let’s be faithful to shine the light of Jesus into the darkness. We are the
ambassadors of Jesus sent into the world to proclaim the good news that God
has come to pursue the hearts of the lost, to save them, and to carry them
home to eternal joy. These parables challenge us to live with God’s heart and
to focus our time, money, and attention on His priority of pursuing the lost
with the good news of the Gospel. We should be ready to rejoice and party
like Heaven when a person repents and follows Jesus.

ENDNOTES
1

N.T. Wright (2004). Luke for Everyone. (Louisville, KY: Westminster John
Knox Press, p. 185).
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Prior to the Session

1. Read these passages several times to get a handle on the message Luke
is communicating to his readers. Jot down insights you find.
2. Be sure to look over both of the “Teaching Plans” (Discovery and Discussion), because there may be a way to combine them to enhance your
class’s learning.
3. Make sure there are plenty of Study Guides so each person can follow
along with this week’s lesson.
4. If your class is musical, plan to sing or play a song during the middle of
the class—“We Praise Thee, O God,” “Praise Him,” or “Hallelujah.”
5. Read carefully the commentary on these verses and be prepared to comment on why there is so much joy when a person repents and accepts
Christ as Savior and Lord.
6. Enlist two people to share their testimony of how they came to a relationship with Jesus. If possible, have someone who has a dramatic
testimony and one who seems to have been saved in the “ordinary” (no
fanfare) way.
7. Pray for members and guests who will attend the session. Make an effort to contact each one by phone, email, text, or personal contact. Encourage them to bring their Bibles and Study Guides.
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Connect With Life
1. Play Praise music as your students enter the room. Say, Today, we are
going to learn why we ought to be joyful!
2. Ask everyone to take their copy of the Scripture or the Study Guide and
read carefully and thoughtfully Luke 15:1-10. Tell them to look for reasons to be joyful. After a few minutes call for responses.

Guide Bible Study
3. Ask one of the people you have previously enlisted to share their testimony to give theirs. Tell the class members to compare their own salvation experiences to the one that is shared out loud. Allow class members
to ask questions.
			 If you were able to enlist one whose salvation experience was dramatic, have them share theirs, as well. Again, have the class members to
compare their own experience with the one who is sharing.
			 One thing to definitely point out is this: whether theirs was a dramatic experience or an ordinary one, there was great rejoicing in Heaven. If you are brave, just break out in one of the songs mentioned above.
“Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice, Praise
the Lord, Praise the Lord, let the people rejoice. Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, and give Him the glory, great things He has
done.” Hallelujah!
4. Spend a few minutes talking about the context for Luke 15, so everyone
in the class may know the background of these parables.
5. Ask someone to read Luke 15:2. Say, What does that verse say to you?
It is some of the best news recorded anywhere. Our God, the Creator of the
Universe and more, will associate with sinners like you and me. Hallelujah!
6. Have everyone read the sidebar, “The Lost Coin,” in the Study Guide.
Ask them if they have ever given thought to the value of the coin and
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why it may have been so valuable. Follow up with why would the Shepherd think so highly of the sheep who was lost? He cared deeply for it.
Think about what Jesus did when He died on the cross and was raised
from the dead. He said by His actions that we were valuable to Him, so
valuable He gave His life for us! Hallelujah! Have a moment of reflective
gratitude for Christ’s actions for us! Not only did He save us to spend
eternity with us, but He also gave us a purpose for living, to be His ministers in this world while we are still here and then on into eternity, we
will be His partners in ministry.

Encourage Application
7. Say, If you have had this experience in your life, you know the feelings these
two people had when they found the sheep and the coin. Do you know someone in your circle of influence who may need to have this experience, as well?
If so, start praying for them right now that God would bring them across
your path and use you to introduce them to Him. Don’t hurry the process; be
patient; allow God to do His work, trust His Spirit to work in that person’s
life, and in His timing, He will bring them to you.
8. Spend a moment in prayer as you dismiss the class. Ask your students
to think of someone they know who needs Christ and ask Him to work
in their lives. Ask the Lord to prepare each of your student’s hearts to
share what He has done for them with their friend.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Prior to the Session

1. Read these passages several times to get a handle on the message Luke
is communicating to his readers. Jot down insights you find.
2. Be sure to look over both of the “Teaching Plans” (Discovery and Discussion), because there may be a way to combine them to enhance your
class’ learning.
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3. Make sure there are plenty of Study Guides so each person can follow
along with this week’s lesson.
4. If your class is musical, consider planning to sing or play a song at the
beginning of the class—“We Praise Thee, O God,” “Praise Him,” or “Hallelujah.”
5. Read carefully the commentary on these verses and be prepared to comment on why there is so much joy when a person repents and accepts
Christ as Savior and Lord.
6. Plan to share how you came to a personal relationship with Christ.
7. Pray for members and guests who will attend the session. Make an effort to contact each one by phone, email, text, or personal contact. Encourage them to bring their Bibles and Study Guides.

Connect With Life
1. Invite your class to sing a praise song with you as you begin the lesson
for the day. Say, Today, we are going to discuss what it means in Heaven
when a person repents of their sins and accepts Christ as Savior and Lord.
2. Tell the class you would like to share how you came to have a personal
relationship with Christ as your Savior and Lord. Share your story. Be
honest and brief. Ask the class to consider their own salvation experience and discuss the differences and similarities of their experience
with your experience and with each other. Take a few minutes to do
this; then ask if anyone noticed any common denominators in the discussion. Allow a few to share their observations.

Guide Bible Study
3. Using the material here in your Teaching Guide, give a brief lecture on
this passage. Take time to emphasize the importance of rejoicing with
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each other that people have come to know Christ, just like the shepherd
and the lady rejoiced when they found the lost sheep and the lost coin.
Ask the class to think of additional similarities between the two stories
about things that were lost and then found. Remind them that when
lost things or animals were found, there was great rejoicing with their
friends. And when a lost person is found, there is even greater rejoicing
in Heaven over the one being found!

Encourage Application
4. Invite the class members to discuss opportunities they may have in the
coming weeks to share how they became a Christian with some of their
friends, family members, and colleagues. You may want to suggest that
a plan of sharing might be helpful. Here is one. It is not the only one,
but it does work. Remember that the specific plan or outline you use
isn’t the main thing; that a person accepts Christ as Savior is the main
thing! Hand out copies of the 5 R’s to a Right Relationship with God.
(A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for
this study at www.gc2press.org).
5. Invite one of the class members to close in prayer. Remember to pray
for opportunities to share God’s salvation with someone.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 15:11-24

1 John 1:5; John 4:24;
Psalm 116:5

lesson 10
What Is God
Really Like?
MAIN IDEA

Jesus Christ came to planet earth to
show us exactly what God is like and
reveal His character and nature.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

What kind of God do you believe in?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand the nature of the God Jesus came to introduce, as revealed in Scripture

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
The Parable of the Prodigal Son is probably the most famous of the parables
of Jesus. The three parables in Luke 15 reveal the heart of God. God’s heart is
to pursue the lost, and Heaven celebrates when they are found.
Verses 11-24 is a longer parable detailing the story of an ungrateful son
who wastes his inheritance and decides to come back home as a servant. The
main character of the parable is not the wayward son, but the welcoming father. This parable completes our picture of the compassionate and forgiving
heart of God. Jesus came to reveal the character and nature of God, to pursue
the lost, and make a way for the prodigal to return. Luke 15:11-24 shows us
God’s heart for those who have walked away, who have chosen their own way,
and who are looking for a way to come back home.
Remember, verse 1 told us the crowd hearing this parable contained not
only “tax collectors and sinners,” but “Pharisees and teachers of the law” as
well. Jesus confronts their incomplete understanding of the nature and character of God. These religious leaders charged Jesus with welcoming sinners
and eating with them and Jesus, through these parables, shows them this is
the heart of God. God pursues the lost and welcomes the prodigal home.
The Gospel of Luke shows the heart of God. God is compassionate. God
is loving. Jesus came to seek and the save the lost (Luke 19:10). These three
parables show us this truth and call us to know this love. As we read this parable, we are meant to see ourselves and others we know in the prodigal son
and the heart of God in the welcoming love of the father.

Interpreting the Scriptures
The Prodigal Son (15:11-24)
15:11-12. Jesus told a story about a man with two sons. The youngest
son wanted the father to give him his share of the inheritance. This request
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showed the selfishness of the younger son. According to the law, the inheritance would be divided between these two sons once the father died, but the
younger son wanted his share of the inheritance immediately.1 Most likely,
this inheritance would have been one third of the property owned by the
father. The younger son was trying to take hold of what he believed was his,
but in doing so is in many ways wishing his father was dead. The father did
not argue or rebuke the son. The father gave him what he wanted. He allowed
him the freedom to choose what was clearly wrong and to seek his own way
and glory. The father gave the son his inheritance, his part of the property.
Sometimes, God gives us over to our desires (Romans 1:24). He gives us the
freedom to choose our own way and our own glory. We, like the younger son,
think we know better than our Father.

15:13. The younger son sold his part of the inheritance, took the money, and
set off for a far country where he lived how he wanted to live and did whatever he wanted to do. Jesus told us he spent every last cent he had; he wasted
all his wealth living according to his desires and his way. We see ourselves in
the younger son. Living in our sin means choosing our own way and our own
desires over the revealed will of God found in Scripture. We often choose the
far country of our selfishness over the place our Father has made for us.

15:14-16. The younger son spent everything he had, and then there was a
great famine in the far country. He had nothing. There was no more money.
There was no food. He found work feeding pigs for a farmer in the far country. He was so hungry and so desperate he began to look at the pig food as if it
were a steak dinner. Jesus said in verse 16, “he longed to fill his stomach with
the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.” Choosing
our own way always leads to desperation. When we follow our own desires,
we find ourselves lonely in the far country looking everywhere for anything
to satisfy our souls.

15:17. Here was the moment the younger son realized the error of his ways.
As he looked longingly at pig feed, he realized the servants of his father’s
house at least have real food. They have stability, provisions, and a place to
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call home. He had nothing. This was the beginning of repentance. Repentance begins when we look around and realize where our decisions have led
us and are ready to return home.

15:18-19. A plan began to form as the younger son decided to go back home,
confess his sin, and ask to be hired as a servant. He realized the path he had
chosen had led to his own destruction. He saw his own sin. Notice what he
decided he would say when he returned, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.” His sin was not just against his earthly father, it was also
against his Heavenly Father. We must see how our own sin strains our relationships both horizontally, among one another, and vertically, against God.
Biblical repentance was recognizing and confessing our sin against God and
against others. He realized what his decisions and actions had done and what
asking for his inheritance and wasting it meant. According to the custom of
the day he was no longer a part of the family. His return should be welcomed
by punishment and rejection. He had denied his family and avoided his responsibilities. When he asked to be welcomed back as a servant he was asking
for a huge amount of grace. In his mind this was a long shot request, but he
had nothing left to lose.

15:20. The journey home began and while he was still a long way away the
father saw him coming. When the father saw his wayward son coming home,
he was not filled with rage, he was not filled with a desire for retribution, he
was filled with compassion. The father took off running to meet his son and
when he reached him wrapped him in an embrace and kissed him over and
over again. The love of the father for his son overflowed. He was so excited to
welcome him home.
Maybe you have experienced this in your own life. Maybe you have a wayward son or daughter who has left home and chosen their own destructive
way. You know the heart of this father. You know the long days and nights
waiting for the prodigal to return. You know the fear and the worry he must
have endured.
Jesus paints a picture of the heart of God with this father. Our Father is
ready to welcome us. He does not wait for us. He does not make us clean up
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or get everything in order before we come home. He pursues us. He runs to
us. He sent His Son for us. He is filled with compassion toward us.

15:21. The son recited the prepared speech he planned back in the far country. He asked to be welcomed back as a servant. He confessed his sin against
God and against his earthly father. He knew his own sin, knew his deep need,
and he sought to be a servant, not a fully restored son. The younger son returned with a repentant heart. He had no conception of the grace about to
be extended to him. According to the world, he deserved what had happened
to him, but in the economy of God’s Kingdom when we repent, we do not get
what we deserve. We receive grace.

15:22-23. The father did not give the son what he deserved or what the
custom of the day dictated. He gave him grace. He showed him compassion.
He restored him. He told his servants to bring the best robe for him to wear,
to put a ring on his finger, and to provide sandals for his feet. All of these told
the world this son had been restored and had been welcomed home as a part
of the family.
Jesus makes a way for us to be welcomed home. He clothes us in His
righteousness like these robes. He lets us walk in His authority over every
inch of this world like this ring signifies. He makes us sons and daughters like
these sandals represent. Our Father has compassion on us and by His grace
we are welcomed home. Once the younger son was clothed the father told
his servants to prepare a feast to celebrate. Again, like the other two parables
in Luke 15 we see salvation celebrated. When the prodigal returns, Heaven
rejoices.

15:24. This celebration was for the return and restoration of the younger
son. This verse is a summary of our own salvation. “For this son of mine was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” God desires for us to return,
for us to repent, and for us to be restored. God cares deeply for you. He is a
God of great compassion and forgiveness. We may wander the far country,
but when we turn back toward home, He runs to meet us.
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Focusing on the Meaning
If we were the father in this story, how would we react? How do we expect
God to react to us when we sin and choose our own way?
The Pharisees and teachers of the law listening to this parable would have
been shocked by the response of the father. He had every right to deny the
son and turn him away. Jesus challenges us with the amazing truth of God’s
compassion and grace.
Jesus ate with sinners and tax collectors. He showed them the compassion and grace of God. He has called us out of the far country and welcomes us
home when we repent. God’s grace is greater than our sin. God’s compassion
is more powerful than our past. He makes us sons and daughters, restores us,
and Heaven celebrates when we come home. His grace and compassion are
greater than we can comprehend, yet they are clearly revealed on every page
of His Word. Jesus came to show us who God is and what God is like. Through
Luke 15:11-24, we see God’s grace and compassion in all their beauty.
As you read this parable ask God to help you see His true nature. Ask
Him to help you know His compassion and care for you. Ask Him to help you
know His compassion and care for the prodigals in your life. Who in your life
has wandered into the far country of their own desires and way? Trust God’s
love for them, pray for them to come to their senses, and celebrate when they
come home.

ENDNOTES
Leon Morris (1988). The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries: Luke.
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, p. 263).
2
N.T. Wright (2004). Luke for Everyone. (Louisville, KY: Westminster John
Knox Press, p. 187).
1
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Prior to the Session

1. Read these passages several times to get a handle on the message Luke
is communicating to his readers. Jot down insights that you find.
2. Be sure to look over both of the “Teaching Plans” (Discovery and Discussion), because there may be a way to combine them to enhance your
class’ learning.
3. Make sure there are plenty of Study Guides so each person can follow
along with this week’s lesson.
4. Pray for members and guests who will attend the session. Make an effort to contact each one by phone, email, text, or personal contact. Encourage them to bring their Bibles and Study Guides.

Connect With Life
1. As pupils enter the room hand a copy of the sidebar, “Jewish Inheritance,” information from your Study Guide to each person and ask them
to find a seat and read the information. Tell them to list some insights
on the back of the paper to be discussed in a few moments. After everyone has had a chance to read the “Jewish Inheritance,” ask them to
share their insights and discoveries. If no one shares about how selfish
the younger son was, do so at the end of this brief introduction. The
young man essentially said to the father, “I wish you were dead, so give
me my inheritance before you die, so I don’t have to wait.” Pretty brutal
if you think about it. Say, The father in this story found in Luke 15 can be
compared to God. Today, our study is about what God is like.
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
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Guide Bible Study
2. Ask the class if anyone has a Prodigal Son story or testimony they might
like to share with the class. (If you already know of a person in the class
who has this kind of story to tell, you may want to contact them before
the class and enlist them to share their story). Allow only a few of these
or else you may not have time to complete your lesson.
3. Secure some index cards and write on them these references of God’s
character as it is described in Scripture—one reference per card but several copies of each reference. In the session, you will ask students to
read these passages and identify the characteristic of God that is in the
passage of Scripture:
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

• John 15:12—Giving
• 1 Peter 1:16—Holy
• John 3:16—Love
• Romans 5:8—Love
• 1 John 3:3—Pure
• 1 John 4:7-8—Love
• John 14:6—The Way; the Truth; the Life
• Philippians 2:4—Others-centered/not selfish
• 1 Corinthians 10:24—others-centered/not selfish
• Philippians 2:5-8—Service
• Philippians 2:5-8—Willing to die
• Hebrews 4:15—Without Sin/moral purity
• Ephesians 4:32—Forgiving
• Luke 23:34—Forgiving
•	
Galatians 5:22-23—Love; Joy; Peace; Patience (Forbearance);
Kindness; Goodness; Faithfulness; Gentleness; and Self-Control
			 • Luke 15:20-24—Compassionate/Forgiving
			 Add additional characteristics of God as you discover them in your
reading of Scripture. (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching
Resource Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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4. After a few of the people in the class have shared a story or testimony,
distribute to each person one or more of the cards with Scripture references you have prepared (#3). Depending on the size of your group,
each person may have more than one. Give time for them to look up the
passages and identify the characteristic of God and after a few minutes,
ask them to share what they have discovered. You keep or pick up the
card with Luke 15:20-24 on it. Allow them to mention other passages
of Scripture that identify a characteristic of God. After everyone has
shared, read Luke 15:20-24 and, using the material found in the Teaching Guide, briefly comment on the meaning of this part of the passage.

Encourage Application
5. At the return of the younger son to the fold, there was great celebration. As you read or hear this story, you may have a sense in your heart
that you would like to be more like the father described in the story.
However, it is impossible for us to do this on our own. We can’t just
make up our minds to be like God. It only happens when we invite Him
into our lives and give Him permission to take control of our lives that
the characteristics of God begin to be displayed in our lives. If a person
has never had the experience of inviting Jesus into his/her life as their
Lord and Savior, they can do that right now. (Using the outline that was
shared at the end of the session from last week—5 R’s to a Right Relationship with God—or some other outline, do that right now.) Ask
anyone who has invited Christ to come into their lives today, to speak
with you after class. Get them in touch with your pastor, or you provide
them with some materials to help them grow in their faith. Remind the
class members that as they surrender the control of their lives to the
Holy Spirit, the characteristics of God as described in Galatians 5:22-23
will begin to be evident in their lives. It is not an overnight or instantaneous happening, but it will happen over a period of time.
6. If a person happens to accept Christ as Savior and Lord, celebrate that
decision right then. Congratulate them. Tell them you will be praying
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with them. Get contact information from them to share with your pastor or Discipleship Minister.
7. Call on someone to close the session with prayer.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Secure some index cards and write on them these references of God’s
character as it is described in Scripture—one reference per card but several copies of each reference. In the session, you will ask students to
read these passages and identify the characteristic of God that is in the
passage of Scripture:
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

•	John 15:12—Giving
•	1 Peter 1:16—Holy
•	John 3:16—Love
•	Romans 5:8—Love
•	1 John 3:3—Pure
•	1 John 4:7-8—Love
•	John 14:6—The Way; the Truth; the Life
•	Philippians 2:4—Others-centered/not selfish
•	1 Corinthians 10:24—others-centered/not selfish
•	Philippians 2:5-8—Service
•	Philippians 2:5-8—Willing to die
•	Hebrews 4:15—Without Sin/moral purity
•	Ephesians 4:32—Forgiving
•	Luke 23:34—Forgiving
•	
Galatians 5:22-23—Love; Joy; Peace; Patience (Forbearance);
Kindness; Goodness; Faithfulness; Gentleness; and Self-Control
•	Luke 15:20-24—Compassionate/Forgiving
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			 Add additional characteristics of God as you discover them in your
reading of Scripture. (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching
Resource Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
2. Prior to the class beginning, set up several groups of 3 chairs facing each
other so there will be 3 or 4 small groups in your classroom. Depending
on the number groups in your setting, place 3 or 4 of the cards mentioned above on the floor in the center of each group.
			 As students come into the class guide them to join a group, to look up
the passages of Scripture printed on the cards, to discuss their findings
in the Scripture, and to be ready to report what they have discussed.
They are to read these passages and identify the characteristic of God
that is in the passage of Scripture and discuss how those characteristics
could be built into their own lives. Allow several minutes for the activity
to take place and after a period of time, ask each group to give a report
on what they have discussed. By the end of this section if no one has
determined that it is impossible for them by themselves to have the
character of God in their lives, remind them that Christ’s Spirit comes
into our lives as Christians, and He is the One Who builds character into
our lives.

Guide Bible Study
3. Say, Today, we will discuss some of the characteristics of God as they are
described in Luke 15:11-24. Find that passage in your copy of the Scripture
or turn in the Study Guide to this passage. Using the Commentary from
your Teaching Guide, briefly share the outline and information that is in
the study:
			 •	Luke 15:11-19—We Worship a God Who Regrets Our Rebellion
			 •	Luke 15:20—God Runs When You Return (15:20)
			 •	Luke 15:21-24—God Restores You When You Repent (15:21-24)
			 In their same groups of 3, have them discuss the meanings of these
three points with each other. Tell them to be ready at the end of a few
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minutes (give them a time limit), to tell the rest of the group what they
think. Give plenty of time for this, but also be prepared to comment
back to them if you would like to do so.
4. Secure a copy of The Message Bible and enlist someone to read the story,
“The Story of the Lost Son,” found in Luke 15 of that translation. Tell
the class you want them to listen carefully to the reading and be able to
point out some different insights into the character of the God as it is
displayed in the Father of this son. Invite them to share their insights.
Discuss their insights as it is appropriate to the session.

Encourage Application
5. Ask the groups to discuss the following 3 questions as you get ready to
close out this session:
			 •	What advice would you give to parents of prodigals, based on what
you learned in this lesson?
			 •	What misconceptions about what God is like can you help disprove by sharing the truth of this parable with unbelievers?
			 •	If you have a friend or family member who is out of fellowship
with God today, will you commit to praying for that person to
come to their senses, repent, and return to God?
			 Give the groups opportunity to share their insights from these discussions. (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource
Items” for this study at www.gc2press.org).
6. Solicit prayer concerns for friends and family members who may be suffering from the consequences of a prodigal child. Close in Prayer.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 16:1-18

1 Timothy 6:9-10, 17-19;
Malachi 3:10

lesson 11
How Much Can God
Trust You?
MAIN IDEA

Money and wealth are often tests to
see if we will be faithful.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How much can God trust me to make
the right choices with my finances?
TEACHING AIM

To challenge adults to test their character regarding their use of money
and wealth

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Luke 16:1-18 contains one of the most difficult parables of Jesus to understand. If we are not careful, we can miss the power of this parable by getting
too lost in the hard to decipher pieces.
Jesus warned us about finding our identity and salvation in money. This
parable is a call to live by faith, to be good stewards of the gifts God gives us
to advance His Kingdom, and a warning for those of us who try to raise extra
walls and boundaries to this Kingdom like the Pharisees who Jesus confronted toward the end of our passage.
Remember, a parable is not a prescription. Parables are stories Jesus told
to explain the character of God, the call on our lives, and the coming hope of
the New Heavens and the New Earth. This parable asks us to examine the way
we view money, how we can use the gifts God gives us for His glory, and how
much God can trust us with these gifts.
As we read this parable, we need to remember the audience. In this passage Jesus was talking to His disciples and to the Pharisees who are listening.
Jesus told this parable to the disciples so they may examine their hearts.
What master were they serving? The way they think about and use their
money can go a long way to answering this question.
To the Pharisees listening, Jesus confronted their idolatry and challenged
them to live out the truth they claim to believe and defend.
As we work through the difficult parts of this passage, we need to keep in
mind the audience and the overall theme and main idea. This helps us keep
the big picture and knowing the larger context keeps us from picking and
choosing how to interpret each verse by itself.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
The Shrewd Manager (16:1-15)
16:1-2. The manager had spent or unwisely managed all his employer had
entrusted to him, and the employer was ready to fire him. The employer
asked the manager to give an account of what he had done with the resources entrusted to him. Jesus wants us to think through this question in our
own lives. God has given us resources to manage. Everything belongs to Him.
How have we managed the gifts He has given to us?

16:3. The manager realized he was about to be fired and needed to do something to make sure he had a plan going forward. He knew he could not do
physical labor, and he decided he would not beg, so then he had to think
through what his next move would be.

16:4. The plan he was about to go through with was meant to help him have
options after he was fired. This was why he was called the “shrewd” manager.
Jesus was not condoning his wastefulness or the way he was about to go behind his employer to save his own skin, but He did call the manager shrewd.

16:5-7. The manager went to those who owed debts to his master. He asked
how much they owed and then told them to take some off their bill. What was
most likely happening here was the manager was having the debtors subtract
the interest they owed on their debt.1 According to the Law a lender could
not charge a debtor interest. This master was running an unlawful scheme
by demanding interest on what he lent, and the manager went back to the
debtors and told them to erase the interest. His master could not do anything
because he would be admitting he was participating in unlawful economic
practices.

16:8. The master praised the manager’s wisdom in making sure there was
a future for him after he was fired. The manager was not a hero. He wasted
what his master entrusted to him, and he went behind his master’s back for
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his own gain. Jesus did not hold the manager up as someone to emulate, but
Jesus does call His followers to live with wisdom when it comes to the future
and the gifts we have been entrusted with.

16:9. Our worldly wealth will not satisfy the longing of our souls and it is
always finite. It does not last. So, Jesus told us here, be generous with what
you have. Give to others so they may know your love and may love you in
return. Do not hear Jesus saying to buy friends, rather, hear Him calling you
to live generously with your wealth and to use it for eternal purposes. When
we spend our money on eternal purposes, when we see our money as a gift
of God’s grace to be used to love Him and our neighbor, when it is simply a
tool we use for God’s glory and the good of others, then we are being wise and
storing treasure in Heaven. Our money will not last, but how we spend it and
steward it can make an eternal difference. Use the worldly wealth God has
given you (whether a little or a lot) for His glory, and you will gain a greater,
eternal reward. Use your money not just for yourself. Bless others. Invest in
others and see your investment grow for eternity.

16:10-12. Here is the main point of this passage. Can God trust us with
the gifts He has given us? Money and wealth are often tests to see if we will
be faithful, generous, thankful, wise, and trustworthy with the gifts of God.
When we are faithful with a little God knows we will be faithful with more.
This is not a health and wealth Gospel. This is a stewardship principle. The
more we receive may not be earthly wealth, but Kingdom opportunities. If
we view our earthly gifts selfishly then God knows we are not ready for the
heavenly responsibilities. Every cent we have is a gift from God’s hand. Our
money is not our own. Are we good stewards of God’s gifts? Can He trust us
with these gifts? When we are found trustworthy God opens doors for us to
make a bigger Kingdom impact.
16:13. The ultimate issue is one of worship. Where do we place our trust?
If we trust in our money as our savior and our hope, then we will be untrustworthy stewards. The fact of the matter is, “No servant can serve two
masters.” Our hearts only have room for one God. Jesus calls us to see our
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money as a gift, not a god. Material wealth and success can often mask our
true hearts. We should constantly ask ourselves what master we are serving.
To be faithful, trustworthy, stewards, Jesus must be the King on the throne
of our hearts, and we should see our money as a gift of His grace to be used
for His glory.

16:14-15. Jesus turned His attention to the Pharisees. In many ways, they
were the managers in this parable. They had been given a great gift, the Law
and the Prophets, and they had wasted this gift. They added extra burdens
to the Law, they denied the one who had come to fulfill the Prophets. They
made systems to justify themselves and to close the door to the sinners Jesus
came to seek and to save. Jesus confronted their hypocrisy here by reminding them God knows who they really are. They could justify themselves all
they wanted, but God knew their hearts and what they held up as their own
self-righteousness, He finds detestable.

More Teachings (16:16-18)
16:16-17. Jesus came to establish the Kingdom of God. The Law and the
Prophets pointed forward to this day. Now, the good news is being proclaimed and the way into this Kingdom is a self-denying, taking up our cross,
and faith in Jesus. To serve God, to be good stewards of His gifts, we must
first repent of our sin and trust in Jesus. This does not mean the Law passes
away. It means the Law is fulfilled in Jesus and is one of the ways God forms
our hearts to live as citizens of His Kingdom now and for eternity. The Law
points us to Jesus. The Law is fulfilled in Jesus. The Law teaches us about the
character of God and how we can live as His people in this world, therefore,
the Law will not pass away. God’s Word is eternal.

16:18. The main theme throughout this passage is faithfulness. We are
called to be faithful with the gifts God has entrusted to us, faithful to serve
God alone, faithful to live out our faith and not put-up extra barriers to God’s
Kingdom, and faithful to our spouse. Jesus was confronting the way the
Pharisees allowed men to divorce their wives for almost any inconvenience
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and therefore pointing out their hypocrisy in accusing Him of being lax with
the Law of God.

Focusing on the Meaning
The heart of this passage is verses 10-13.
Money and wealth are not evil in and of themselves. They are simply tools
showing our true hearts. Do we place our faith in God or our wealth? Do we
seek to satisfy our souls in God or our money? Do we rightly view our wealth
as a gift of God’s grace to be used for His glory, or is our money the object of
our worship and hope?
Our worldly wealth is often a test from God to see if we will be faithful
with the gifts, He gives us. If we are trustworthy with the worldly wealth He
entrusts us with, then He will open doors for us to be rich in the treasure that
truly matters.
Jesus calls us to live with wisdom, to see our money as a gift from the
hand of God to be used for the purposes of God and asks us to examine our
hearts each and every day to see which master we serve. We cannot serve
both God and money. The way we examine our hearts is by asking probing
questions of our own lives. What consumes our thoughts? What worries or
fears plague us? What do we talk about when we are with other people? All
of these help us see the fruit our heart produces and can help us know the
master we are serving.
Money may be an uncomfortable thing to talk about in a group, but Jesus confronts us bluntly here in Luke 16:1-18. The way we think about, talk
about, and spend our money speaks volumes about our hearts. God has given
us worldly wealth, no matter the amount, to be used for His Kingdom. Have
we been faithful?
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Teaching Plans
Prior to the session:

1. Read this passage several times and write down insights you find about
what Luke was communicating to his readers.
2. Look over both “Teaching Plans” (Discovery and Discussion), to glean
possible ways to enhance your class’s learning.
3. Reach out to your class members and remind them to bring their Bibles
and Study Guides. Be sure to provide extra Study Guides in case someone
does not have one.
4. Pray for those who will attend your class.

DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Before the class begins, write on the whiteboard or chalkboard these
words: “Warning: The Topic of Discussion This Morning May Make You
Uncomfortable.” As students enter the room, direct their attention to
the words on the whiteboard or chalkboard, and have them sit and talk
about the meaning of the words as they relate to how each of us handles
our physical resources.
2. After a few minutes of discussion, ask the group to comment on why
money is such an enigma to us as Christians. You may want to comment on the fact that when we speak of success in the lives of Christians, we almost always talk about the physical possessions that people
have—what kind of car they drive, where they live, the clothes they
wear, where they send their kids to school—all of which has to do with
money.
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Guide Bible Study
3. Say, Today, our lesson is about money, but it is also about trust. The primary
focus is whether or not God can trust us with our possessions here on earth.
For example, how we handle our possessions here on earth will be an indicator of how much God will trust us to take care of Spiritual wealth.
4. Ask the members of the class to read, “The Parable of the Shrewd Manager” in Luke 16:1-15. Tell them to look for strange or unusual things
that appear in this passage. After a few minutes of their reading ask
for their responses. They may wonder about the Shrewd Manager being
praised after he was told he would be fired. They may also wonder about
serving two masters and how that is impossible. Give them opportunity
to share and ask questions about these different kinds of ideas.
5. Share your lecture on Luke 16:1-13. Ask if these verses raised any questions in their minds about what it meant to be a good steward of the resources God has allowed them to have. Try to answer any questions that
arise. You may want to encourage the class to take some time during the
week to research some additional commentaries regarding our use of
money and possessions.

Encourage Application
6. Tell the class you are going to brainstorm some ideas about how they
can share their wealth with less fortunate members of society. Remind
them that we don’t give our money, time, energy, or influence to any
causes to get recognition; we do this because God has blessed us and we
in turn can bless others. Be prepared to offer suggestions about your
local church’s ministries/causes; about your local community’s opportunities to help those less fortunate than we; about the various mission
offerings that are available to you and your church. Examples: local food
pantries; local clothes closet; Christmas offerings; Easter offerings;
State mission offerings; State hunger offerings; International mission
offerings; etc.
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7. To close out the session, invite them to read Luke 16:10-13 again. Ask
them to spend a few moments thinking about how they may make some
changes in their lifestyle to reflect their commitment to be a better
steward of what God has given them. Allow anyone to share their decisions.
8. Close in Prayer.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. As they come into the classroom ask the members of the class to read
the sidebar, “Mammon,” in their Study Guides. Have them discuss what
those things mean to them in their daily lives.

Guide Bible Study
2. Ask the members of the class to read, “The Parable of the Shrewd Manager” in Luke 16:1-15 and discuss among themselves the meaning of
this parable. Tell them to look for strange or unusual things that appear
in this passage. Ask them to identify ideas and concepts they may never
have heard or read before. After a few minutes of their reading ask for
their responses.
			 Direct their attention to Luke 16:10-13 and invite them to comment on what these verses mean in their own lives. Give plenty of time
for anyone to share their thoughts. For some people, all of this is new
thinking, especially if you have a younger crowd in your class.
3. Share your lecture over the passage, Luke 16:1-18. Ask for thoughts or
ideas that may have entered their mind in the past few minutes of discussion and lecturing.
4. Invite them to break up into groups of 2-4 people and say, It has been
said that the final step in learning is action or doing what you have learned.
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In this instance, discuss among yourselves some action steps you may take in
the next few months to put the principles of this passage into action. Don’t
be afraid to add “hard things” to your list of actions. Some of this will stretch
you, but remember what you have learned in Luke 16:10-13. Allow them
to comment out loud to the whole group what they are contemplating
doing.

Encourage Application
5. Tell the class you are going to brainstorm some ideas about how they
can share their wealth with less fortunate members of society. Remind
them that we don’t give our money, time, energy, or influence to any
causes to get recognition; we do this because God has blessed us and we
in turn can bless others. Be prepared to offer suggestions about your
local church’s ministries/causes; about your local community’s opportunities to help those less fortunate than we; about the various mission
offerings that are available to you and your church. Examples: local food
pantries; local clothes closet; Christmas offerings; Easter offerings;
State mission offerings; State hunger offerings; International mission
offerings; etc.
6. Ask if there are any questions. If they have some you are not able to
answer, please write them down, do some research during the week and
come back next Sunday, prepared to give an answer.
7. Ask someone to close in prayer.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 18:9-14

Matthew 6:5; Jeremiah
29:13; Proverbs 16:18

lesson 12
The Peril of
Proud Praying
MAIN IDEA

We must all guard against praying so
others will be impressed with what
we say. Prayer should always be directed to God alone in a real relationship with Him.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Am I right with God and thankful—
or merely religious and proud of it?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to uncover their true
motives and to develop a real relationship with God based on humility
BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
The parables of Jesus focus on God’s Kingdom. Also, parables are “stories
alongside a story.” For example, in this “Parable of the Peril of Proud Praying”
the story itself reflects a greater context. The wider context of Luke’s gospel
reflects the theme of the prodigal son: God welcomes sinners; God reunites
with the bruised and broken; God opens His arms of love to wayward sons
and daughters; God throws out the welcome mat for people like tax-collectors and sinners (Luke 15; 5:29-30; 7:29, 34; 15:1; 19:2).
Luke 5:29-32 echoes Jesus’s heart and Luke’s desire to share the gospel
with all people: “Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a
large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them.” A complaint
arose: “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus answered, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Luke longs for all people to
personally “know” Christ (Luke 1:1-4).
Keep in mind this parable shocked Jesus’s hearers. Note the contrasts:
the Pharisee respected by his peers and the Jews versus the outcast, dirty,
scoundrel tax collector disrespected by all of society; arrogance versus humility; and prayer that focuses on self versus prayer that humbles itself before
God. Ask three questions as you teach the parable: (1) Are both men at prayer
sick sinners in need of God’s mercy? (2) What truly counts as righteousness
before God? Parables, as many of the teachings of Jesus and the apostle Paul,
combat cultural norms and often present a shocking reversal stunning to the
hearers. (3) What reversal does Jesus reveal in this parable near its end? Beyond the wider context, Luke shares an earlier parable in Luke 18:1-8 about
prayer and the persistent widow. Faith perseveres in prayer like the widow.
However, in both parables about prayer in Luke 18, readers often overlook
one key emphasis: The importance of God who hears, justifies, and judges.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
Jesus and His Audience (18:9)
Jesus’ audience in this parable can be stated two ways, generally and specifically. Generally, Jesus speaks to all who look down in contempt and judgment
on other people when they should look up to God. Specifically, Jesus spoke
to the Pharisees, those who had a deep belief that (past, present, and future)
they were righteous, better than others, and spiritually superior. Imagine a
person who holds his nose up, looks down on others, and speaks to others
with a voice of contempt and rejection, despising them.
In Greek in this verse, clearly, the one who looks down on others, puts
himself in an elevated position over others. There are two categories implied:
(1) Ha! Me! Mighty, big me! and (2) “the rest,” the rest of all those “other,”
little people.

Two Distinct People at Prayer (18:10-14)
• The Pharisee (18:10-13)

18:10-12. Jesus named the two people who went up to pray: a Pharisee and
a tax collector. The two men went up to pray at the hour of prayer (3 p.m.,
Acts 3:1) at the Temple in Jerusalem, apparently, as was their custom and
ritual. The Greek word for prayer, proseuxomai, maintains the idea of a Jewish prayer garden. The concept signals the idea of daily devotion and earnest
prayer as an act of worship. One cannot dismiss the sincerity and solemnity
of both men at prayer. Both men genuinely desired to pray.
The Pharisee began his prayer with apparent gratitude (Greek: euxaristeo, “eucharist,” “good grace,” that is “thanksgiving”), but quickly the parable
records the disdain, down looking, and awkwardness of contempt in prayer.
The key Greek phrase, “The Pharisee stood…,” translates “he stood face to
face with himself.” Jesus’s parables subtly echo the refrain of his Sermon on
the Mount (Matthew 5—7; see Matthew 6:5-8 and compare this to the Lord’s
prayer in Matthew 6:9-13). The “himself” in this verse (Luke 18:11) indicates
selfishness, a blindness to other’s needs, and a self-righteousness that Jesus
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detests. Note the use of the word “I” four times by the Pharisee. Jesus said,
“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20).
Parables reproduce kingdom of God values, virtues, and victorious action
for Jesus’ disciples. They also demonstrate what not to do, as in the case of
the Pharisee here.
The Pharisee’s prayer gives thanks that he is not like robbers or swindlers
(Greek: arpaye, “taking by violence, savage grasping”), evildoers (sinful, dishonest), adulterers, and even like the tax collector. Can prayer turn selfish,
mean-spirited, and demeaning of others? Can a prayer of thanksgiving and
a contemptible prayer disappoint God? Can prayer aim arrows of hurt that
disrupt God’s command to love the Lord God with all your heart and to love
your neighbor as yourself? (Luke 10:27). Obviously, this is possible in the
case of the Pharisee.
The Pharisee also confessed with confidence his fasting (twice), his giving
of tithes, including tithes on his agricultural blessings (“a tenth of all I get,”
Luke 18:12), and his all-around efforts at good deeds in fulfillment of the
Torah’s commands and the law (Deuteronomy 26). Remember, the apostle
Paul acknowledged that he once lived as a “Pharisee of pharisees,” a legalistic, dutiful servant of righteousness, a doer of the law, and, yet none of that
amounted to anything in his life (Philippians 3:5). What mattered was the
knowledge of Christ and living in the power of the resurrection (Philippians
3:7-11). What mattered to Paul was not self-sufficiency, but God’s grace sufficient in Paul’s weakness, and transformational grace at work in his heart
(2 Corinthians 12:9; Ephesians 2:8-10). Paul voiced this joyful truth, “By the
grace of God, I am what I am” (1 Corinthians 15:10).
The parable’s word about this Pharisee acts as a warning: do not pray
with a mirror, looking only at your self in disdain of others. Do not pray with
one eye open glancing down at others in your view while ignoring all eyes on
God. Do not pray with a bragging spirit or turn prayer into a prideful boast.
The peril of proud praying warns against joining prayer and pride. Authentic
prayer invites each person to acknowledge his or her own sin, not that of
others. The parable itself sounds a warning signal against overzealous self-

138 

JESUS STORYTELLER: Timeless Truths From His Parables

love, overconfidence, and overlooking God’s kingdom in prayer. How close
the Pharisee stood near the kingdom of God, yet how far his heart was from
the kingdom of God. This parable of God’s kingdom becomes a parable of
caution against turning our eyes away from God while praying.
As per the Pharisee, clearly, he thought he had offered a good prayer, one
accepted by God, and a prayer in line with his Pharisaic, categorical thinking,
and one in line with his view to the kingdom of God. Did he learn this from a
misunderstanding in his study of Judaism, the law, and the Torah? Did other Pharisees teach this to him? Some Bible scholars believe actual, written
prayers such as this were learned and recited. Either way, the Pharisee’s heart
missed the heart of prayer, that is, that prayer is more about God than us,
more about God’s kingdom and His judgment rather than our judgments.
• The Tax Collector (18:13)

The Romans hired local people to serve as tax gatherers and collectors to secure payment of Roman taxes from local citizens. The Roman government ultimately collected the taxes to pay for soldiers pay, construction projects such
as buildings and roads, benefits for Roman rule, and for the promotion of
the Roman ways and laws, called “Romanization.” The title of “tax collector”
carried negative connotations in society. Tax collectors exacted more money
from their clients resulting in theft, bullying tactics, and loyalty to Rome.
Imagine living in Jerusalem and paying taxes to a faraway land (Rome) and
to a kingdom you hated because of its bloodletting and domination (Roman).
Imagine that Roman law, customs, and values cut into your culture, customs,
and religious practice.
As much as society in antiquity hated tax collectors, Jesus loved them.
Two names come to mind: Zacchaeus (Luke 19:5) and Matthew (Matthew
9:9). Might this parable have been shared to combat those who did not believe Jesus should eat with tax collectors (also known as “publicans”) and
sinners? Might Jesus have announced this parable to share His love for publicans and sinners, prodigals and wayward souls alike (Luke 5:30)?
The contrast in how to pray stands out. The Pharisee prayed with over-confidence to be seen. The tax collector prayed standing afar off in hopes that no
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one would see him. The Pharisee turned his eyes on himself. The tax collector
would not even look toward Heaven. The Pharisee boasted in prayer. The tax
collector beat his chest, a sign of distress, sorrow, and need. The Pharisee
thanked God that he did not live like the rogues and sinners of society. The
tax collector prayed for mercy; a word closely connected to God’s forgiveness.
Ultimately, the tax collector teaches us all how to pray. Pray with eyes lifted to Heaven, a heart submissive to God’s kingdom, and an open soul ready
to receive God’s grace. Pray with passion knowing your sinfulness, your need
of God and His grace. Pray for mercy to wash your soul like the blood of Jesus
washes sins as white as snow (Isaiah 1:18). Pray with a humble heart. “God
opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble” (James 4:6).

The Point of the Parable (18:14)
The point of the parable remains: God alone justifies the saints and sinners.
God listens to the heart of the one who prays. God rejects the prayers of the
proud but receives the prayers of the humble who cry for His mercy. For the
Pharisee, the way up is the way down (he who exalts himself shall be humbled, Proverbs 16:18). For the tax collector the way down is the way up (he
who humble himself will be exalted, Luke 14:11). The humble honor God.
God honors the humble. The wise leave judgment in God’s hands. The wise
prayer focuses more on God than his own needs or his judgments on other people. Prayer communes in fellowship with God. Humble pray-ers reach
God’s humble heart (Jeremiah 29:13).

Focusing on the Meaning
This parable made me think of Frank. He wandered into the church, his life
a mess. He agitated and annoyed many of our church members. Still, the
church and people learned to love him. He admitted he came to church to get
his life right. Like the tax collector, he was not the most liked, the prettiest
person, or even one easily received due to his uncouth speech, his body odor,
and un-churched ways.
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One year into church membership, he acknowledged that he had cancer
and knew he was dying. Literally, he came to church to die. One Christmas
Eve, I visited him in the nursing home as he lay near death. Oxygen tubes
keeping him alive, he could barely whisper. I read Psalm 23 to him, a psalm
of comfort, of the Good Shepherd’s care, and of God’s goodness and mercy.
Frank died. He entered the glory of Heaven. I learned so much from Frank,
his humble heart, his tearful plea for God’s mercy, and his spirit of joy in the
throes of crisis. While I never heard him pray, I am sure he prayed afar off,
humbly, quietly, seeking God’s mercy. Like tax collectors and sinners, sick
and wayward souls, the Father received his prayers and received him home
with joy like a father reuniting with his prodigal son.
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Lesson Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. As class members arrive have them answer these three questions.
			 • What is the purpose of prayer?
			 • What are the different parts of a prayer?
			 • What are some different types of prayer?
			 You can write these questions on a dry erase board or hang three
sheets of butcher paper on the wall throughout the room. Have class
members write their answers here.
		 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items” for
this study at www.gc2press.org).
2. Have a class discussion on when, where, how, and why class members
most often pray. The purpose of the discussion is to:
			 • Lead the class to think about prayer from differing perspectives.
			 • Lead the class to think about their motives for prayer.
			 •	Lead the class to evaluate the condition of their heart when they
pray.

Guide Bible Study
3. Explain to the class that when praying a person must guard against
praying for the wrong reasons. Divide the class into multiple groups.
Assign each group either the Pharisee or the tax collector from the passage. Have each group read the passage and list characteristics of how
the person they were assigned prayed. Have each group share with the
entire class their list of characteristics. Ask these questions:
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			 •	How would you describe the differences between the hearts of
these two men?
			 • What do you appreciate about the prayer of the tax collector?
			 •	Do you think both individuals believed they were praying correctly?
			 • Why do you think each person prayed the way they did?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
4. An important difference in the prayers of these two people is the focus
of their prayers. The Pharisee was focusing on self and the tax collector
focused on God. Have the class read verses 9 and 14. Find and discuss
words that reveal each person’s focus in praying. Look for words such as
righteous, contempt, exalted, and humbled. Ask these questions:
			 •	What are some practices we can use in praying to ensure we focus
on God and not ourselves?
			 •	Prayer is not a report to earn favor with God, but about developing
a relationship with Christ. Ask the following questions to help the
class gain a deeper understanding of prayer:
				 1.	How would you explain to someone that only God can exalt,
justify, or make someone righteous?
				 2.	Why is understanding this concept important to knowing God
and understanding how to pray?
				 3.	How does thinking about prayer in these terms help us practice
humility over pride in our prayers?
5. Prayer is about connecting with and having a relationship with God.
Read Jeremiah 29:12-13. Ask someone to give a testimony about a time
when God answered a prayer. Ask these questions:
			 •	When you prayed and God answered, did you feel you had a healthy
relationship with God?
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			 •	What are some safeguards we can place in our prayer life to ensure
we are seeking God and not our selfish desires?
			 •	What are some steps we can take in our prayer lives to cultivate a
healthy relationship with God?

Encourage Application
6. At the end of the lesson, ask the class to take a moment to rewrite the
prayer of the Pharisee. Encourage them to write it in such a way that
God is the focus of the prayer. Tell them to look at the prayer as a conversation with a friend that they have a strong relationship with. Have
the class use their rewritten prayer as a template when they pray this
week.
7. Challenge the class to examine their prayer life this week. Ask them
to take time to write out their prayers this week. Have class members
evaluate their written prayers. Tell them to look and see what the focus
and motives are behind their prayers.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Begin the class by reading the Lord’s Prayer from Matthew 6. Ask the
following questions:
			 •	What are the different parts of the Lord’s Prayer? What is the
prayer asking you to do?
			 •	How could you apply this prayer to modern-day life?
2. Share a few acronyms used to guide prayer. You could use A.C.T.S. (Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication), P.R.A.Y. (Praise, Repent, Ask, Yield) or find other examples. Explain that these acronyms
are used as guides on how to pray. Introduce the lesson and share the
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“Teaching Aim.” Share that today’s lesson will be less about how to pray
and more about the motives of prayer and how prayer helps develop a
relationship with God.

Guide Bible Study
3. Give an overview of Luke 18:9-14 by summarizing the “Introduction”
from the Study Guide. Lead the class in a discussion of the questions
found in the introduction. These questions should help the class begin
to examine their preexisting beliefs about prayer.
4. Read Luke 18:9-14. Ask the following questions:
			 •	How many times does the Pharisee use the word, “I”?
			 •	What does this reveal about the Pharisee’s attitude toward prayer?
			 •	What words and actions of the tax collector contrasted with the
Pharisee?
			 •	What does this reveal about the tax collector’s attitude toward
prayer?
5. Lead the class to discuss the differences in pride and humility. Ask the
following questions:
			 •	Can these two words have both positive and negative connotations?
			 •	How can these words be seen as both healthy and dangerous?
6. Summarize the lesson by sharing, “The Point of the Parable” found
in the “Bible Comments.” Highlight the ideas that God is the focus of
prayer and that He looks at the heart of your prayer. Also note that God
desires humility in the prayer lives of His creation. Lead the class in a
discussion about how this parable changed how they view prayer.
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Encourage Application
7. Share the questions from the Study Guide. In discussing the questions,
lead the class to focus on actions that will ensure they have right motives and are focused on God in their prayers.
8. Based on what they have learned from this lesson, have the class rewrite the Lord’s Prayer with words that connect with their life. Ask for
a volunteer to share their rewritten prayer with the class next week.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 19:11-27

Luke 6:38; 2 Corinthians
5:10; Revelation 20

lesson 13
Use It or Lose It

MAIN IDEA

All Christians have opportunities to
serve our Master. Some servants do
a better job of taking advantage of
them—and they are rewarded for it!
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

What am I doing with what I have
been given?
TEACHING AIM

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE

To challenge adults to examine their
current use of their time and talents,
knowing they will be judged on how
well they maximized their opportunities to serve God
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
The “Parable of the Minas” stresses the significance of three items: (1) Living
for Christ and serving Him faithfully in His kingdom; (2) the necessity of
working and serving Christ while we await His return; and (3) the importance of preparing for judgment before God.
The wider context of the parable fits in a larger section of Jesus’ seventeen-mile journey to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51—19:48). Luke 9:22 and 31 show
that Jesus knew His day of death drew near. Luke 9:51 demonstrated Jesus’
fixed purpose as He moved toward Jerusalem, toward the cross, and toward
His aim to bring salvation to humankind.
A key historical event highlights one important aspect to the understanding of the text. The historical event occurred around Passover 4 B.C. and
even years later was common knowledge to Jesus’ hearers. Did Jesus borrow
from history to record a parable to drive home a point to His disciples and the
Pharisees? It appears He did.
When Herod the Great I died in 4 B.C. his son Archelaus traveled to Rome
to receive the title of king. Citizens of Jerusalem, Jews and Samaritans, gathered a group of fifty detractors or enemies of Archelaus. The band or faction of fifty trekked to Rome to plead with authorities against Archelaus’
kingship, title, and official appointment. After much anxious waiting, eventually Archelaus returned to Jerusalem. In the end, Caesar in Rome named
Archelaus “ethnarch,” a governor of a region and a ruler of an ethnic group,
thought of by many because of the title of his father, a King of Judea. In the
controversy, Archelaus canceled Passover, 3,000 Jews died in an escalation of
fighting, and Jewish anger raged toward the one known in history as Herod
Archelaus. A king left Jerusalem, traveled to Rome, and returned for a reckoning, a judgment on his servants and enemies.

148 

JESUS STORYTELLER: Timeless Truths From His Parables

Interpreting the Scriptures
The Setting (19:11)
The immediate context occurs in the home of Zacchaeus the tax collector
(Luke 19:1-10). In Jericho, Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree to see Jesus.
Before long Jesus called Zacchaeus down from the tree, went home to dine
with him, and received criticism from the Jews for eating with a “sinner.” Jesus announced in the excitement and controversy of His visit to Zacchaeus’
house that today salvation had come to this house. Jesus came to seek and
save the lost. The urgency (“today”) and knowing they would soon enter Jerusalem at the end of the journey caused Jesus’ disciples to wonder if Christ
would suddenly usher in His kingdom.

The King and His Servants (19:12-13)
The story begins when a man of noble birth calls his servants before he goes
on a journey. The term “noble birth” indicates a technical term, presenting
a person of high social status, one born into a wealthy family, and possibly
a descendant of a king. The man intends to travel to a distant land to have
himself appointed king.
The servants, doulos in Greek, meaning slave or servant (of the lower social class), enter the presence of the man of noble birth to receive instruction.
The man generously gifts each of his ten servants with a silver coin designated in antiquity as a “mina.” A mina was a Greek coin appraised in value at 100
denarii or 100 days wages.
The man of noble birth planned to leave and return, but upon giving
each servant a coin, he emphatically instructed each one to “Put the money to work until I return.” The Greek uses a familiar word, pragmateuomai,
“pragmatics.” The word signals both banking investment and urgency while
encouraging the servants to trade, to do business, and to make a profit. Subtly, the word implies the idea of redeeming time, using time wisely, and not
wasting an opportunity (Ephesians 5:16).
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An Interlude (19:14)
A brief pause or editorial comment in the parable then occurs. Kings rule
over kingdoms and lead citizens (Greek: politoi, think “politics,” but technically “citizens”). In the case of the man of noble birth, his citizens/subjects
hated him. They kept on hating him as a habit of their lives. They rebelled so
much against the man of noble birth that they sent representatives on a mission to authorities to explain their hatred, distaste, and anger. They stated
simply, “We do not want this man to rule over us.”
This verse, though inserted strangely, hints at the hatred by many people, especially the Sadducees and Pharisees, of Jesus and His followers. Every
king in his kingdom has experienced hatred from citizens, but Jesus our King
has received a barrage of bitter hatred and rebellion against Him. Likewise,
the four gospels, the Book of Acts, and Paul’s letters reveal hostility toward
the gospel.

The Return of the King (19:15-21)
19:15-17. The man of noble birth returned from his long journey having
been named king over his region. Upon arrival he summoned his servants
for a reckoning, for a thorough review of their investments, and a judgment
upon their faithfulness. The king wanted results, an appraisal of their profits,
and an explanation of their work by trading in business.
The first servant announced that his investment by trading had gained
ten additional minas. The king responded, “Well done, my good servant.”
He then appointed the servant as an overseer or authority of ten cities. The
king rewarded the servant’s faithfulness, his trustworthiness. By looking at
a similar parable, the Parable of the Talents (Bags of Gold) (Matthew 25:1430), a contrast and comparison of parables produces similar conclusions: the
importance of investing time and energy in God’s kingdom, the necessity of
faithfulness, and the reality of judgment by the king or master. “Well done…”
can be found in both the talent and mina parables as an indication of mutual
faithfulness, mutual joy, and mutual fellowship shared by both the king and
his servants who please hm.
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19:18-19. The second servant declared that his mina earned five more
minas. The faithful servant received a reward or promotion from the king to
overseer or authority over five cities. As an interesting sidenote, Luke uses
the Greek word poieo (literally, “poet,”) signifying the servant’s diligence, creativity, and industrious work while earning the five minas.

19:20-21. Next the third servant entered the presence of the king. The
Scripture uses the word “another” servant, literally, another of a different
kind. This servant presented the original one mina, which he had stored
away. He presented the mina to the king wrapped in a cloth or handkerchief,
an ancient way for safekeeping of treasured valuables. In essence, the servant
hid his mina while the king was away.
He shared his explanation with the king as he presented the mina in a
cloth. He explained, “I was afraid of you, because you are hard man. You take
out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.” In essence, he
accused the master of unfairness: you take up what you did not deposit and
you reap the benefit of what you did not sow. In other words, he said to the
master and king, “You benefit from others without work.” The joy and excitement of the first two servants feels overshadowed now by the angst and
tension between the king and the third servant.
The Unfaithful Servant, Judgment, and the Meaning of the
Parable (19:22-26)
19:22-23. The unhappiness of the king at the third servant caused the king
to pronounce two severe judgments: (1) the servant as wicked, unfaithful,
disobedient to the king, and careless with both the mina and opportunity;
and (2) the servant’s accusation toward the king as harsh turns back on the
head of the servant in judgment. It seems like a terrifying moment: “You
think I’m harsh? I’ll show you…” Verse 23 uses the Greek word trapeza, literally “four-footed,” noting the idea of laying money on the table. While the
term often translates “a table for eating,” it also came to be known as a banker’s table for the exchange of money, for transacting loans, and for loaning
money at interest. Jesus angrily stated the wrong use of a table when he
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turned over the table of the moneychangers in the Temple (John 2:15-17).
Only one cloth-covered mina on the table displeased the king.

19:24-25. Again, the king rewarded the servant according to his faithfulness, or in this case, his unfaithfulness. Ultimately, the king received back
his one mina. He did not receive the interest he expected on the mina. In the
parable, the king turned toward those standing nearby, almost in the act and
spirit of a stern warning, and proclaims, “Take the mina away from him and
give it to the one who has ten minas.”
The onlooking crowd shouted, “Sir,…he already has ten!”

The Judgment (19:26-27)
19:26. The next statement by the king summarized judgment in his kingdom: The blessed reward for faithful work in the kingdom was more work.
Seizing opportunity to work to build the kingdom resulted in more opportunity for faithful service to the king, more responsibility for serving and building God’s kingdom (Luke 6:38). The opposite also occurs. Faithless servants
lose both the opportunity for service and their original mina, or parenthetically, their gift for serving the king and the kingdom.
Still, there might be a hint of God’s grace. Nowhere in this parable does
it say the king throws out the third servant from the kingdom. However, a
warning ensues: the king called his servants to serve, to be good stewards of
their gifts, to use their time, talent, and money to build the king’s kingdom,
and to glorify the king. To refuse that service is to refuse the king’s happiness, blessing, ministry, and wastes opportunities for pleasing the king.
In essence, a servant reaps what he or she sows (Matthew 13:12). God, the
King, calls the servant of Christ to share and shine His light, not hide it (Luke
8:18; Matthew 5:13-16).

19:27. Hebrews 9:28 shares the truth about Christ’s kingdom: like the king
in the parable Christ will return. Second Corinthians 5:10 warns of the need
for preparing for Christ’s return and preparing for the inevitable. Each person must face the judgment seat of Christ. Such a “seat,” bema in Greek, was
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a raised platform in a local city, a place for legal judgments, sentences, pleas,
and even rewards like awards for victorious athletes (John 19:13; Acts 18:12).
The parable ends harshly. The “citizens/subjects” of verse 19:14 surrenders to the word “enemies” of verse 19:27. “Enemies,” exthros in Greek, is an
intense word meaning adversarial hostility, enemies who hate and oppose
Christ. A decision for or against Christ remains a matter of life or death. The
king returns. Judgment comes (Revelation 20).

Focusing on the Meaning
God has called every Christian to serve Him. He longs for each Christian to
understand God’s gifts to them, to use them for His glory, and to focus selflessly to build His kingdom. God challenges each servant to invest their time,
talents, and financial resources to join God in His work.
In simple fashion, this parable provides both a goal and a warning. The
goal is to please Christ and serve Him in faithfulness. The warning reminds
each person that unfaithfulness to God has consequences. The faithful yearn
to one day unite with Jesus and hear him say, “Well done, good and faithful
servant.”
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Lesson Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Share the title of the lesson, Use It or Lose It with the class. Divide the
class into multiple groups. Give the groups a few minutes to list as many
real-life examples as possible that the principal of “use it or lose it” applies. Give a prize to the group that finds the most examples.
2. Ask, As Christians, what should we be doing as we await the return of Christ?
Spend a few minutes having the class brainstorm ideas and write them
on a dry erase board or butcher paper. After coming up with as many
ideas as possible, introduce the lesson by summarizing “Understanding
the Context” from the “Bible Comments.”
3. Enlist someone ahead of time to share about a time when they were
called to serve Christ and they felt nervous. Have them share why they
might have been hesitant or afraid to act. Let them share what joy or
blessing they received by being faithful.

Guide Bible Study
4. Now help the class understand why the people would expect the kingdom of God to be imminent and what significance this plays. Read verse
11 and draw attention to the last part of the verse. Use the section “The
Setting” from “Bible Comments” to help in explaining this verse.
5. Divide the class into two groups. Assign one group to read verses 1619. Assign the other group to read verses 20-24. Instruct the groups to
examine both the results of the servants and the responses of the king.
Encourage the groups to talk about why they think the servants and
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the king did what they did. Have each of the groups share their findings
with the whole class.
6. The relationship between a servant and their master is important. Have
a volunteer read verses 14 and 21. Ask these questions:
			 •	Based on these verses what was the relationship like between the
nobleman and the citizens?
			 • Did the relationship affect the results the nobleman expected?
			 •	As Christians, do the expectations Christ has for our lives change
with how we view and know Him? Why?
7. In a relationship there are differing perspectives to account for. Use the
sidebar, “Applying the Parable,” found in the Study Guide to understand
how a flawed perspective could change a relationship. Read and discuss
the first two questions about the servant being afraid and the king being a hard master.
8. For many Christians it is surprising that this passage includes the idea
of judgment or accountability between the king and his servants. Pass
out notecards to each member of the class. Read 2 Corinthians 5:10
aloud. As you read the verse, have class members write down their feelings and thoughts as they hear the verse. After giving them a moment
to write down their responses, have them respond to these questions:
			 • How does the idea of a judgment seat make you feel? Why?
			 • What do you think God most desires to give his followers? Why?
			 • Based on this verse and our passage from Luke, how do you think
we should live as we await Christ’s return?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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Encourage Application
9. Summarize the “Focusing on the Meaning” from the “Bible Comments.”
Ask the following questions:
			 •	Share how this parable has encouraged you to serve differently until Christ returns.
			 •	How does the principal of “use it or lose it” apply to our faith?
			 •	How can we challenge and encourage each other to steward our
resources to serve God faithfully?
10. Before you dismiss the class, have the class members brainstorm some
service opportunities in the church and in the community. After writing down the opportunities, have the class spend time in prayer. Pray
that the class would be intentional in using these new opportunities to
serve, build up God’s kingdom, and make much of His glory.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Begin the class by discussing possible results that might occur when
taking on a new challenge in life. There will be a variety of answers but
highlight these three possibilities: failure, barely surviving/passing, or
great success. After discussing these possible outcomes, ask the following questions?
			 •	What motivates you to excel or have confidence in confronting a
challenge?
			 •	What might cause you to be hesitant or fearful in tackling a challenge?
			 •	Do you think many Christians become spectators in serving Christ
because they believe they are not capable servants?
			 •	How does God equip His people to serve Him?
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Guide Bible Study
2. Explain to the class that God gives unique gifts and talents to different
individuals. At this point, you could have a discussion on spiritual gifts
and how they can be used in serving God. Share from “One Day Jesus
is Going to Return as King” from the Study Guide that there are at least
three resources every believer has in serving Christ. These three resources are time, truth, and opportunities to serve God. After explaining these resources to the class, ask these questions:
			 •	How can Christians be good stewards and maximize these resources in serving God by building up His kingdom?
			 •	What are some specific ways these resources can be used to faithfully serve Christ?
			 •	What are some common excuses Christians might use to keep
from using these resources? How could someone overcome these
excuses and be a faithful servant?
3. We are given resources to accomplish God’s purpose for us. At this point,
share with the class that Christians will be held accountable through
judgment when Christ returns. In this story, the judgment resulted in
both a blessing and a punishment. Guide the class to read verses 17,
19, and 22-24. Spend a few moments talking about the results of the
judgments. Ask the following questions?
			 •	Were these judgments fair?
			 •	How does the reality of a judgment change your urgency to be a
good steward and faithful servant? Does the idea of a judgment
change the importance of serving in your life?
			 •	As you see God’s expectations for your life and face the reality that
you will be held accountable, how does this help you know and
understand God more completely?
4. The judgment could be so severe that like the last servant your mina
could be taken from you. Thankfully, God also shows grace in this pas-
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sage. Use the commentary from the Study Guide on verses 20-27 and
the “Bible Comments” on verses 26-27 to help expound on the idea of
“losing it” and of God’s grace.

Encourage Application
5. Have a class member answer question 4 found in the Study Guide.
6. Finish your class time together by having class members share some of
the ways they serve in the church and community or brainstorm some
ideas of how to be faithful servants in these areas.

Focal Text

Background

Luke 20:9-19

Psalm 24:1; John 3:16-17;
Romans 5:8

lesson 14
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MAIN IDEA

If you receive God’s Son, you will
receive God’s forgiveness.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Have I received the greatest gift God
ever gave—Jesus Christ?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to examine what the
Bible says about who God is and how
much He loves us
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
The parable of the tenants or vinedressers remains a difficult parable to interpret. Still, the parable shares a Christological or Christ-centered focus. Christ
hails as God’s beloved Son who loves the world and came to bring salvation
to all people. Christ in Luke’s gospel and in this parable invited His hearers to
believe, to respond to His words, and not to refuse the eternal life.
The wider context finds this parable set against a common theme in
Luke: the Pharisees and other religious leaders of Israel seek to question Jesus’s authority, to ignore His message, and to kill Jesus (Luke 5:21, 30, 33;
6:2, 7; 7:30; 11:53-54; 16:14). The chief priests, the supreme Jewish council
known as the Sanhedrin, the scribes, and elders sought for ways to catch
Jesus breaking the Jewish law and have him killed because they feared His
teaching, His influence over the crowds, and His actions (Mark 11:18). For
example, Jesus overturning the table of the moneychangers in the Temple
arrested the Jewish leaders’ senses and angered them so much they wanted
to kill Jesus (Mark 11:12-17; Luke 19:47-48).
During this Christmas season, we remember that attempts on Jesus’s life
were not new. King Herod wished to kill Jesus; the babe born in Bethlehem.
Jesus’ parents fled with their baby to Egypt for safety, but many other male
babies died in the poignant words of Matthew who recorded the prophet Jeremiah’s lament, “Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted because they are no more” (Jeremiah 31:15; Matthew 2:18; Matthew
2:1-23).
The immediate context found Jesus again in the Temple having His
authority questioned (Luke 20:1-8). Obviously, the chief priest, teachers
of the law, and Jewish elders did not believe Jesus or His powerful, often
thought-provoking, life-changing words. Jesus heard this questioning of His
authority and turned the conversation on its head and back at the Jewish
religious leaders by placing them in the parable
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The parable unfolds by looking at several key items: the vineyard, the
owner of the vineyard, the tenants, the servants, the son, the punishment,
and the “others.” Similar versions of the parable are also found in Mark 12:112 and Matthew 21:33-46. A reader of the parable must understand and interpret the parable considering Jesus’ confrontation with the religious leaders of Israel.

Interpreting the Scriptures
The Vineyard, the Servants, and Tenants (20:9-12)
20:9. Jesus told the story of a man who planted a vineyard and rented it
to farmers. Recall that a parable is a “story alongside a story” with details,
scenes, and circumstances common to life in the days of Jesus. The parable
fits nicely after the story of the Jewish religious leaders’ questions about Jesus’ authority. The familiarity of farmers, vineyards, and the idea of tenants
and servants would fit the common landscape of an agrarian culture.

20:10-12. Harvest time arrived and the owner of the vineyard sent one of
his servants to visit the tenants of the farm and secure fruit from the vineyard. Shockingly, the tenants sent the servant away empty-handed, in vain.
The tenants also beat the servant, that is, they whipped, thrashed, scourged,
and repeatedly hit the servant. Jesus, His disciples, and the apostle Paul all
experienced similar beatings as recorded in Luke and Acts (Luke 22:63; Acts
5:40; 16:37).
The owner sent a second servant and a third servant. The second servant received a beating, was despised and dishonored, and sent away empty-handed. The dishonor shamed the servant and humiliated him. The tenants wounded the third servant and threw him out of the vineyard. The term
“wound” in Greek translates, literally, “traumatized,” that is, the inflicted
wounds created trauma for the victim. The Scripture emphasized the fierceness, sinfulness, and unvirtuous nature of the tenants.
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Note four important items at this point in the parable. First, the vineyard symbolized Israel. This was common knowledge and announced by the
prophets Isaiah (5:1-7) and Jeremiah (12:10). Second, God owns the vineyard. He is the owner. After all, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in
it, the world, and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1) and He owns the cattle on a
thousand hills (Psalm 50:10).
Third, the servants, more than likely, are the prophets. The prophets proclaimed God’s truth. They heralded God’s covenant plan beyond the days of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They revealed the power of Moses and the Law.
They acclaimed the forgiveness of sins (Isaiah 1:18), God’s promise of a new
day (Jeremiah 31:27-40), and the Lord’s requirements: do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8). Prophets such as Isaiah, Jeremiah,
and Zechariah, according to legend, died violent deaths. King Herod beheaded John the Baptist, the last in a line of Old Testament prophets. Scholars
cannot name the prophets whom the Jews killed here, but every interpretation point to God’s servants as the prophets (Daniel 9:6; 9:10).
Fourth, hidden subtly beneath the layers of God sending His servants
(the prophets) three times is the thought of God’s patience, God’s relentless
love, and effort to draw humankind to himself.
Second Peter 3:9 relays this message, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead, he is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” The word
“patient” here, makrothumia in Greek, means “slow to pay back a wrong.” God
longs for people to know Him and demonstrates extreme patience. Moreover, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). God’s love reaches to the depths of the
earth, to the depths of the human heart, patiently waiting for souls to turn
to Him and repent.

The Son (20:13-15)
20:13. The owner of the vineyard pondered curiously his next move. What
should he do? He decided to send his son in hope that the tenants will turn
toward him in reverence and respect. It almost seems bizarre that the owner
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would send his son after the servants had been beaten, but it shows the risk,
the importance, and the depth of the owner’s concern for the vineyard, the
tenants, and his kingdom investment. Both Mark 12:6 and Luke 20:13 describe the son as “loved,” that is, a son supremely valued and loved above all.
Might Luke use the term “loved” as reminder to his readers of how God is well
pleased with the Son and the worthiness of His words (Luke 3:22; 9:35, “This
is my beloved Son: hear him” (KJV)? The son’s arrival at the vineyard creates
a pivotal turning point in the parable.

20:14-15. The tenants treated the beloved son worse than the servants.
They threw him out of the vineyard and killed the son. The tenants may have
believed the owner died and the heir came to claim ownership, thus by killing the son they could claim ownership of the vineyard. Some Bible scholars
see the words “out of” as an indirect reference to Jesus’s suffering and dying
“outside the gate” of Jerusalem on Golgotha, known as “Skull Hill” in Aramaic and ‘Calvary’ in Latin. The Romans executed Jesus by brutal crucifixion
outside the walls of Jerusalem. Christ’s love knew no limits, suffering at the
hands of the Romans and dying, “obedient unto death,” as a humble servant
to give life to those who believe Him (Philippians 2:5-11). This truth joined
with the joy of resurrection produces both hope and joy at Christmas.

The Owner (20:15-16)
This parable as with other parables possesses within it an interior dialogue or
monologue, often asking rhetorical questions. One question followed: What
then will the owner of the vineyard do to the tenants who killed the beloved
son? The answer to the question, arrive forcefully, suddenly. The owner will
return to the farm, to the vineyard, kill the tenants, and give the vineyard to
others. The term “others” appears unclear. Will the owner give the vineyard
to other prophets or to the apostles or to the disciples or to the church? An
attempt to give an exact explanation remains speculative, but the imaginative mind and the New Testament lean toward Jeremiah’s announcement of
a new covenant, the covenant of blood, and a better covenant in Jesus (Jeremiah 31:31; Luke 22:20; Hebrews 7:22).
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The Response of the Crowd (20:16)
Jesus’ storytelling, parabolic words shocked the crowd. The crowd shouted,
“God forbid.” In Greek the word emphatically implies, “God forbid that this
would happen.” The crowd’s response almost seemed strange considering the
brutality, viciousness, and violent actions of the tenants. Yet, somehow, the
crowd, the Pharisees, the Jewish religious leaders, scribes, elders, and other people present understood Jesus’ message. Always protective of the piety
and religious prowess, the crowd did not wish ill-will upon their leaders.

The Response of Jesus (20:17-18)
20:17. Jesus fixed His eyes on the crowd as He turned toward them and
quoted Psalm 118:22-23: “The stone the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone.” The capstone (cornerstone) hails as the crowning stone, the
stone on top of the wall, or 1 Peter 2:6 says, “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be
put to shame” (Acts 4:11; Isaiah 28:16).

20:18. Jesus interpreted His spoken words from the Psalm. The Jewish leaders and those who did not believe in Jesus, already were falling and stumbling
over the stone, Jesus. But soon, in the throes of judgment, the stone they
rejected would fall upon them and crush them like a rock falling from a wall
and crushing them to pieces, literally, “crushing them to powder.” The owner
returns to the vineyard. Judgment comes.
The Response of the Jewish Religious Leaders (20:19)
The Jewish leaders knew personally that Jesus had told the parable on them
and about them. The chief priests and scribes of Israel immediately began to
seek ways to have Jesus arrested. However, cut to the heart by Jesus’s words
and afraid of the power of the gathered crowd, they must have departed and
yet kept a close eye on Jesus by spying on Him (Luke 20:20).
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Focusing on the Meaning
Christmas arrives each year with the same stories: family gatherings, gifts
shared, Christmas lights, Christmas trees, and Christmas cheer. It also comes
with a familiar message: Christ is born, joy to the world, and glad tidings of
great joy to all people. But Christmas also comes announcing God’s love, His
patient, shepherding care, and His far-reaching hand of eternal salvation.
This parable urges caution: Do not miss the word of the prophets and the
message of the new covenant of salvation through Christ by faith and grace
(Ephesians 2:8-10). The parable arrests the senses: Do not refuse the gospel
and do not reject God’s beloved Son. The parable also offers hope: God sent
His beloved Son into the world to bring salvation to those who believe in
Him. The parable also reminds us of God’s patient, redeeming, ever swirling
love. Love came down at Christmas. Love endured the cross. Love rose again.
Love conquers all. Love covers a multitude of sins (1 Peter 4:8).
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is
not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. Love never fails…” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8). The wise saint, sinner,
servant, or tenant responds to Jesus’s love by believing in Him.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. As class members enter the room, have them list their favorite and least
favorite Christmas gift they have ever received. This list can be on a dry
erase board or butcher paper hanging from the wall. Ask the following
questions?
			 •	What made your best gift so great? What was so bad about your
worst gift?
			 •	Have you ever rejected a Christmas gift before? Why? How did the
gift giver feel? If no one has ever experienced this, ask why someone might reject a gift and how they think the gift giver might
feel?
			 •	God’s greatest gift to His creation is His Son. What makes this
such a great gift? Why would people reject this gift?

Guide Bible Study
2. When you are given a gift, you have a choice to receive or reject the
gift. If you receive God’s gift of His beloved Son, you receive forgiveness
through a restored relationship with the Father. Have someone read
John 1:12. Summarize “God is Loving” from the Study Guide to help the
class understand the character of God and the human heart. Ask the
following questions:
			 •	A gift says a lot about the giver. What does God’s gift reveal about
His nature and character?
			 •	What would rejecting God’s gift reveal about the receiver?
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3. Have a volunteer read the sidebar, “Who Is God?” found in the Study
Guide. Genesis is often called the story of creation, but really it is the
story of God. God is the focus. The focus is not creation or the creative
process. Explain to the class that the gift is often rejected because the
receiver or the gift have become the focus. When the giver, God, is the
focus, the gift is often received. The gift is received because the receiver
realizes the giver is good. In Genesis 1, you see the two words “I” and
“good” throughout the verses. God is the focus. God’s character is good.
Have a volunteer read James 1:17. Ask the following questions:
			 •	Does the Christian perception of God lead Christians to believe
God exists for them or that they exist for God? Do the daily lives of
Christians place a priority on God, or do Christians prioritize their
lives?
			 •	How would you explain to someone that God should be the focus
of their life and that the gift of His Son is good?
4. Despite our best efforts to share the Good News of the Gospel, many
people will reject the Gospel. Make a copy of the “Introduction” from
the Study Guide. Divide the class into groups. Have each group read and
discuss the “Introduction.” Have them answer the following questions
and then share their discussion with the entire group.
			 •	The tenants of the vineyard rejected the owner’s attempts four
times. What do you think their reasons and thought processes
were in rejecting the owner? How are people today like the tenants
in rejecting God?
			 •	Verse 16 shows the surprise of the people as they cry out, “God
forbid!” Why do you think they were surprised at the owner’s response?
			 •	What do you think most people would be surprised to know about
God’s nature and the gift of His Son? Why?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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Encourage Application
5. This parable should change how you view Christmas. The parable should
change how you celebrate and share Christmas with others. Spend some
time as a class discussing the four questions in the Study Guide.
6. Give the class time to think of and choose the name of someone in their
life who needs to hear the truth about who God is and how much He
loves them this Christmas season. Have the class pair off and pray for
the names selected. Also spend time praying that class members would
have an opportunity and the courage to share this truth.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. To begin class today, ask class members to share some of the most surprising Christmas gifts they received. Ask, Why were they surprised by
these gifts? Say, Christmas can be filled with surprises. Today, we are going
to look at some surprising truths about God.
2. Share with the class that the title of today’s lesson is The Surprising Truth
About God. Since this is a Christmas lesson, ask the following questions:
			 •	What is one truth about Christmas that surprised you when you
first learned it?
			 •	What are some possible truths about Christmas that you think
might surprise non-believers?
3. The passage for today’s Christmas lesson is also a little surprising. The
passage is about an owner, a vineyard, and tenants. Ask the class, How
do you think this passage might relate to Christmas? After giving time to
answer, summarize “Understanding the Context” from the “Bible Comments” to give a foundation of knowledge for today’s lesson.
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Guide Bible Study
4. The Bible is the revelation of God’s character. God revealed Himself by
sending His Son to die and restore the broken relationship between the
Creator and His creation. God sent His Son, and His Son was rejected.
Ask the following questions:
			 •	Why was God’s Son rejected? Do you think Jesus was rejected because people do not truly know and understand God’s character?
			 •	Do you think people have different understandings of God? What
are some different ways people may view God?
5. Write on the board the outline from the Study Guide.
			 •	God Is Good—He Gives Us the World to Tend (20:9)
			 •	God Is Patient—He Sends Us Many Messengers (20:10-12)
			 •	God Is Loving—He Sent His Only Son (20:13-15)
			 •	God Is Holy—He Will Punish Sin (20:16-19)
			 Use this outline to help the class more clearly understand God’s character. As you work through the outline, help the class see how the characteristics of God prove both He and His gift are good. The final learning
goal of the outline is that the class would see that because the gift is
good, we should accept the gift.
6. Now that the class has a deeper knowledge of God’s nature, lead the
class to discuss the four questions found under “Applying the Parable”
in the Study Guide. Encourage them to answer the questions through
the lens of their new understanding of who God is.

Encourage Application
7. As a class spend time finding and sharing Scriptures that reveal God’s
nature and character. Have class members write down the Scriptures.
Challenge the class to use these verses to share with others about who
God is and His love for us this Christmas season.
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Prayer for this Study

Love One Another
“And he answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself’”
(Luke 10:27, ESV).
Father,
Lord, I am thankful You are a compassionate and gracious God. You are slow to anger and
abounding in love and faithfulness. Thank you for Your redeeming love and grace in my life
and for being my ever-constant friend. “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends” (John 15:13, ESV).
Lord, because of Your great love, You have commanded me to love others, just as You have
loved me. Help me, O Lord, to love my neighbor as myself, to show my love by my deeds
and service to them. Remind me, Lord, that when I love others, it demonstrates my love for
You. My desire is to have the attitude of the “Good Samaritan.” He risked his life for the one
in need. He was kind, generous, and merciful. Lord may my works be evidence of Your great
love pouring from my heart.
Lord, help me to consider others above myself, and to treat them the way I would like to be
treated, with love, dignity, and respect. Lord, give me a willing heart to show kindness and
compassion in my responses to others, without a judgmental spirit, and to consider their
feelings above my own.
Jesus, You are my supreme example of loving others, even though You are God, You humbled Yourself and became a man, setting aside Your Heavenly glory, to live among us, a
wretched people full of sin. You lived a perfect life and gave Your life willingly on a cross to
give me life eternal. Help me Lord, to live by faith and put my hope and trust in You, knowing You are all sufficient and You supply all my needs. Lord, because of Your great love and
sufficiency in my life, I pray that my life will yield an outpouring of love, grace, and kindness
to those I encounter daily.
Lord, others will disappoint me in this life, but You are the one who satisfies my soul, so
because of this great assurance, help me to forgive and have compassion for others, just as
Jesus forgave me. Help me to forgive, love, and restore any broken relationships. Lord, in
the book of Genesis, Joseph showed forgiveness to his brothers and even gave them food
and shelter. Help me to leave my offender in Your hands, and to love and pray for my enemy.
Lord, we may do great things in Your name, but if we do not have love, they are all worthless. Give me an attitude of love, and may I always demonstrate this love as described in 1
Corinthians 13:4-8, “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is
not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, and it
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, and always perseveres. Love never fails…” (NIV).
In the strong name of Jesus,
Amen

DLB
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HOW TO ORDER

More Bible Study Materials
It’s easy! Just fill in the following information. For additional Bible study materials available in print or digital formats see www.gc2press.org, or get a catalog of available print materials by calling 1-866-249-1799 or e-mailing
gc2press@texasbaptists.org.
Title of item
This Issue

Price

Quantity

Cost

Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Study Guide (GC2001327)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Large Print (GC2001328)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

Jesus Storyteller (Luke)—Teaching Guide (GC2001329)

$5.75

___________

_____________

Living in the Spirit—Study Guide (BWP001297)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

Living in the Spirit—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001298)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

Living in the Spirit—Teaching Guide (BWP001299)

$5.75

___________

_____________

Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Study Guide (BWP001277)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001278)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Teaching Guide (BWP001279)

$5.75

___________

_____________

Rescue and Redemption—Study Guide (BWP001257)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

Rescue and Redemption—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001258)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

Rescue and Redemption—Teaching Guide (BWP001259)

$5.75

___________

_____________

The Conquerors (Judges)—Study Guide (BWP001317)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

The Conquerors (Judges)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001318)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

The Conquerors (Judges)—Teaching Guide (BWP001319)

$5.75

___________

_____________

Solomon (1 & 2 Chronicles)—Study Guide (BWP001312)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

Solomon (1& 2 Chronicles)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001313)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

Solomon (1 & 2 Chronicles)—Teaching Guide (BWP001314)

$5.75

___________

_____________

Faith Under Fire (Daniel)—Study Guide (BWP001292)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

Faith Under Fire (Daniel)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001293)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

Faith Under Fire (Daniel)—Teaching Guide (BWP001294)

$5.75

___________

_____________

Miracles (Matthew)—Study Guide (BWP001287)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

Miracles (Matthew)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001288)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

Miracles (Matthew)—Teaching Guide (BWP001289)

$5.75

___________

_____________

The reMARKable Journey Begins—Study Guide (BWP001302)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

The reMARKable Journey Begins—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001303)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

The reMARKable Journey Begins—Teaching Guide (BWP001304)

$5.75

___________

_____________

Grace and Truth (John)—Study Guide (BWP001267)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

Grace and Truth (John)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001268)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

Grace and Truth (John)—Teaching Guide (BWP001269)

$5.75

___________

_____________

Going Viral: The Birth and Advance of the Church (Acts)—Study Guide (BWP001242)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

Additional Issues Available:
Thematic Studies

Old Testament

New Testament
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Going Viral: The Birth and Advance of the Church (Acts)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001243) $5.25 ___________

_____________

Going Viral: The Birth and Advance of the Church (Acts)—Teaching Guide (BWP001244)

$5.75

___________

_____________

Pure Joy (Philippians)—Study Guide (BWP001302)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

Pure Joy (Philippians)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001303)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

Pure Joy (Philippians)—Teaching Guide (BWP001304)

$5.75

___________

_____________

The Fullness of Christ (Colossians)–Study Guide (BWP001282)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

The Fullness of Christ (Colossians)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001283)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

The Fullness of Christ (Colossians)—Teaching Guide (BWP001284)

$5.75

___________

_____________

The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Study Guide (GC2001322)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Large Print Study Guide (GC2001323)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

The Making of Authentic Faith (James)—Teaching Guide (GC2001324)

$5.75

___________

_____________

Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Study Guide (GC2001332)

$5.00 ___________

_____________

Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Large Print (GC2001333)

$5.25 ___________

_____________

Praise Him in the Storm (Job)—Teaching Guide (GC200134)

$5.75

_____________

Coming for use beginning March 2022

___________

PLEASE NOTE

In addition to these Bible studies, which are available in both print and digital formats, we have several studies
available in a digital-only format. See www.gc2press.org for a complete listing of these studies.

CALL your order toll-free: 1-866-249-1799
(Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. central time
Friday 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon central time).
OR, E-MAIL your order to: gc2press@texasbaptists.org.
OR, ORDER ONLINE at www.gc2press.org.
We look forward to receiving your order! Thank you!
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