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How to Make the Best 
Use of This Issue

Whether you’re the teacher or a student—

1. Start early in the week before your class meets.

2. Overview the study. Review the table of contents and read the study 
introduction. Try to see how each lesson relates to the overall study. 

3. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture pas-
sages for the lesson. (You’ll see that each writer has chosen a favorite 
translation for the lessons in this issue. You’re free to use the Bible 
translation you prefer and compare it with the translation chosen for 
that unit, of course.)

4. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the 
writer’s comments. The comments are intended to be an aid to your 
study of the Bible. 

5. Read the small articles—“sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended 
to provide additional, enrichment information and inspiration and to 
encourage thought and application.

6. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each lesson. 
They’re intended to encourage further thought and application, and 
they can also be used in the class session itself.

If you’re the teacher—

Do all the things just mentioned, of course. As you begin the study with your 
class, be sure to find a way to help your class know the date on which each 
lesson will be studied. Here are some suggestions to guide your lesson prepa-
ration: 
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A. In the first session of the study, briefly overview the study by iden-
tifying for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied. 
Lead your class to write the date in the table of contents on pages 7 
and on the first page of each lesson.

•  Make and post a chart that indicates the date each lesson will be 
studied.

•  If all your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the 
lessons will be studied.

•  Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include 
information about your church and then use the bookmark as an 
outreach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from 
www.gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” menu.

•  Develop a sticker with the lesson dates and place it on the table of 
contents or on the back cover.

B. Get a copy of the Teaching Guide, a companion piece to this Study 
Guide. The Teaching Guide contains additional Bible comments plus 
two teaching plans. The teaching plans in the Teaching Guide are 
intended to provide practical, easy-to-use teaching suggestions that 
will work in your class.

C. After you’ve studied the Bible passage, the lesson comments, and 
other material, use the teaching suggestions in the Teaching Guide 
to help you develop your plan for leading your class in studying each 
lesson.

D. Teaching resource items for use as handouts are available free at www.
gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab.

E. Additional Bible study comments on the lessons are available online. 
Call 1-866-249-1799 or e-mail gc2press@texasbaptists.org to order the 
Premium Commentary. It is available only in electronic format (PDF) 
from our website, www.gc2press.org. The price of these comments for 
the entire study is $8 per person. A church or class that participates in 
our advance order program for free shipping can receive the Premium 
Commentary free. Call 1-866-249-1799 or see www.gc2press.org to 
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purchase or for information on participating in our free shipping pro-
gram for the next study.

F. Additional teaching plans are also available in electronic format (PDF) 
by calling 1-866-249-1799. The price of these additional teaching 
plans for the entire study is $8 per person. A church or class that par-
ticipates in our advance order program for free shipping can receive 
the Premium Teaching Plans free. Call 1-866-249-1799 or see www.
gc2press.org for information on participating in our free shipping 
program for the next study.

G. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture 
passages and in applying these passages to their lives.

H. You can receive the lesson preview each week by signing up for the 
Baptist Standard weekly newsletter at no cost.
Sign up here. (www.baptiststandard.com/subscription/email).

Do you use a Kindle?

This Connect 360 Bible Study Guide, along with several other studies, is 

available in a Kindle edition. The easiest way to find these materials is 

to search for “GC2 Press” or “BaptistWay” on your Kindle or go to www.

amazon.com/kindle and do a search for “GC2 Press” or “Baptistway.” The 

Kindle edition can be studied not only on a Kindle but also on your smart-

phone or tablet using the Kindle app available free from amazon.com/

kindle.
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Writer for this Study Guide

David Orlo Dykes wrote lessons one through thirteen plus the Christ-
mas lesson.  Dr. Dykes served as the Senior Pastor of Green Acres Baptist 
Church in Tyler, Texas, from 1991-2021. He holds a D.Min. from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky and studied Renaissance 
Art at Cambridge University in Cambridge, England. He was also awarded a 
D.D. from East Texas Baptist University in Marshall, Texas. David is a prolific 
author of several books and publications. David and his wife, Cindy, have two 
daughters and four grandchildren. He has been preaching since 1970 and is 
committed to the verse-by-verse teaching of God’s Word. Even after retiring 
from Green Acres Baptist Church in August of 2021, Dr. Dykes continues to 
teach, preach, write, and equip believers to be effective in ministry.
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Introduction to GC2 Press

BaptistWay Press has now become GC2 Press. The name change reflects 
the alignment with our state convention’s (BGCT) recently updated mission 
statement. GC2 is a movement of God’s people to share Christ and show love. 
Our driving passion is to follow the Lord’s call to fulfill the Great Commission 
“to share Christ” and the Great Commandment “to show love.” The Great 
Commission and the Great Commandment form the two “GCs,” or GC2.

GC2 Press will continue to publish the undated CONNECT 360 quarter-
ly Bible study curriculum. Connect 360 has gained a reputation for solid bib-
lical teaching and will continue to be published as an undated quarterly study 
available in book form and/or digital downloads. Connect 360 is currently 
being distributed in 38 states and 16 countries and has been translated into 
seven different languages.

For more information, please go to our website at www.gc2press.org.



Introducing

Jesus Storyteller:
Timeless Truths From His Parables

A STUDY OF LUKE

Background

A parable is a profound teaching tool that Jesus utilized frequently. Our word 
“parable” is a transliteration of the actual Greek word, parabolé. The word 
comes from two words: para, meaning “alongside” and bole, meaning “to 
throw.” A parable is where someone offers a story or a description and then 
the listener “throws down alongside” the story a deeper meaning. In other 
words, parables are stories that contain additional truth below the surface. 
There is a parable in every miracle, and a miracle in every parable. The “mir-
acle” of a parable is that on the surface it appears to be a simple story—but 
there are always several levels of truth associated with it.

Whenever you study a parable of Jesus, it’s much like peeling an onion. 
An onion has several layers of covering. The outer peel is like the natural 
truth of the story, but when you peel away that layer, there are several other 
layers of truth to discover.

The beautiful thing about Jesus’ use of parables is that He used some of 
the most common, simple ideas to communicate deep spiritual truth.
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The Parables of Jesus in Our Day

Parables are stories that contain additional truth below the surface. In other 
words, the parable appears to be a simple story but has several layers of truth 
associated with it. Jesus used parables to relate to the people living 2000 
years ago but these stories are timeless truths and still apply just as power-
fully to us today.

When you hear the truth of Jesus in story form, you will not soon forget 
it. This practical study of the parables recorded in the Gospel According to 
Luke explains the personal impact of the words of Jesus. Hidden beneath the 
surface of every parable of Jesus is truth that can change your life. This study 
examines the world’s greatest stories from the world’s greatest Storyteller 
and explains the central teachings of Christianity in a simple way that every-
one can understand. If you need to be inspired, challenged, and encouraged, 
this study, on some of Jesus’ most beloved parables, is for you.

David O. Dykes
Author, Jesus Storyteller Study Guide
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Jesus Storyteller:
Timeless Truths From His Parables

A Study of Luke

Lesson 1 Parties, Patches, and Wineskins Luke 5:33-39
Lesson 2 How to Build a Storm-Proof Life Luke 6:46-49
Lesson 3 How to Cultivate a Teachable Heart  Luke 8:1-15
Lesson 4 Love—Like a Good Neighbor  Luke 10:25-37
Lesson 5 Prayer That Just Won’t Quit  Luke 11:5-13
Lesson 6 A Fool’s Formula for Failure  Luke 12:13-21
Lesson 7 Why Do Good People Suffer?  Luke 13:1-9
Lesson 8 Excuses: The Skin of a Reason 
 Stuffed With a Lie Luke 14:12-24
Lesson 9 What Makes Heaven Happy? Luke 15:1-10
Lesson 10 What Is God Really Like? Luke 15:11-24
Lesson 11 How Much Can God Trust You? Luke 16:1-18
Lesson 12 The Peril of Proud Praying Luke 18:9-14
Lesson 13 Use It or Lose It Luke 19:11-27

Christmas The Surprising Truth About God  Luke 20:9-19

Additional Resources for Studying the Book of Luke1

Agan III, C. D. Luke: A 12-Week Study (Knowing the Bible). Wheaton, IL: Cross-
way, 2015.

Barclay, William. The Gospel of Luke (New Daily Study Bible). Louisville, KY: 
WJK Press, 2017.

Bock, Darrell L. Luke 9:51-24:53 (Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Tes-
tament). Ada, MI: Baker Academic, 1996.

Henry, Matthew. Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible-Book of 
Luke. Dallas, TX: Graceworks Multimedia, 2011.
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Jeremiah, David. Luke: The Compassion of Christ (Jeremiah Bible Study Series). 
Nashville, TN: HarperChristian Resources, 2019.

Lucado, Max. The Gospel of Luke (Life Lessons). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson 
Publishing, 2012.

McGee, J. Vernon. Luke (Thru the Bible). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Pub-
lishing, 2012.

Navigators, The. Luke (LifeChange). Carol Stream, IL: NavPress (Tyndale 
House Publishers), 2019

Ryle, J. C. Expository Thoughts on the Gospel of Luke: A Commentary (Updated 
Edition). Abbotsford, WI: Aneko Press, 2020.

Sproul, R. C. Luke: An Expositional Commentary. Sanford, FL: Ligonier Minis-
tries, 2020.

Swindoll, Charles R. Insights on Luke (Swindoll’s Living Insights New Testament 
Commentary). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2017.

Wiersbe, Warren. Be Compassionate (Luke 1-13): Let the World Know That Jesus 
Cares (The BE Series Commentary). Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 
2010.

Wiersbe, Warren. Be Courageous (Luke 14-24): Take Heart from Christ’s Exam-
ple (The BE Series Commentary). Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 
2010.

Wright, N.T. Luke (N.T. Wright for Everyone Bible Study Guides). Downers 
Grove, IL: IVP Connect, 2011.

NOTES

1 Listing a book does not imply full agreement by the writer or GC2 Press with all its com-

ments.
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MAIN IDEA
You may not die from hardening of the ar-
teries, but you can suffer from hardening 
of the attitudes.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How can your attitude be more joyful and 
how can you grow more like Christ in all 
areas of your life?

STUDY AIM
To identify ways we are losing our joy and 
souring our attitude when we cling to our 
old ways, instead of looking for and cel-
ebrating the new things God is doing in 
our lives

QUICK READ
The Christian life is a joyful and constant 
flow of new ideas, new methods, and new 
revelations of truth.

lesson 1

FOCAL TEXT

Luke 5:33-39

BACKGROUND

2 Corinthians 5:17; 
John 1:17

Parties, Patches, 
and Wineskins
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Lesson 1: Parties, Patches, and Wineskins 15

Introduction

Jesus uses a powerful metaphor in this parable in the form of a wedding cel-
ebration. Then He offers two short parables about a patch of cloth and wine-
skins, thus the title of our lesson: “Parties, Patches, and Wineskins.” I want 
to peel away layers of truth about having our best attitude in the Christian 
life. You may not die from hardening of the arteries, but you can suffer from 
hardening of the attitudes.

First, we will peel away the surface truth, which is the natural story of 
the metaphor or parable. After we remove that layer, we’ll examine the spir-
itual truth below the surface. This layer applies to the people who were the 
immediate audience of Jesus 2000 years ago. Those first two layers are fairly 
painless because they don’t really apply to us. The third layer is the personal 
truth; it’s the core of His teaching. It examines what God is saying to us. It’s 
the most uncomfortable level, and many never venture onto that level be-
cause personal truth often offends people. Religious people crucified Jesus 
because His truth offended them. Just remember, God’s truth is like peeling 
an onion—and you don’t start crying until you get several layers down!

Luke 5:33-39

33 They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray, and so do the 

disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking.”
34 Jesus answered, “Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast 

while he is with them? 35 But the time will come when the bridegroom will 

be taken from them; in those days they will fast.”
36 He told them this parable: “No one tears a piece out of a new garment 

to patch an old one. Otherwise, they will have torn the new garment, and 

the patch from the new will not match the old. 37 And no one pours new 

wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the 

wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38 No, new wine must be 

poured into new wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine wants the 

new, for they say, ‘The old is better.’”
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Parable

A parable is a profound teaching tool that Jesus utilized frequently. Our word 

“parable” is a transliteration of the actual Greek word, parabolé. The word 

comes from two words: para, meaning “alongside” and bole, meaning “to 

throw.” A parable is where someone offers a story or a description and then 

the listener “throws down alongside” the story a deeper meaning. In other 

words, parables are stories that contain additional truth below the surface. 

There is a parable in every miracle, and a miracle in every parable. The “mira-

cle” of a parable is that on the surface it appears to be a simple story—but there 

are always several levels of truth associated with it.

Whenever you study a parable of Jesus, it’s much like peeling an onion. An 

onion has several layers of covering. The outer peel is like the natural truth of 

the story, but when you peel away that layer, there are several other layers of 

truth to discover.

Should I Be Somber or Joyful? (5:33-35)

I’ve been to some great weddings and wedding receptions throughout my 
many years of ministry. But from what I have discovered from studying Jew-
ish literature, our most elaborate, festive weddings seem dull compared to 
Jewish weddings. First of all, the wedding was the climax of a year of betroth-
al. That time of expectation and planning was much more involved than our 
engagement period. Second, there was a week of eating, dancing, singing, 
and celebrating at the home of the groom’s father following the wedding. It 
was the best week of their lives, and the friends of the bridegroom did some 
serious partying. That’s the surface truth, so let’s peel off a layer and go deep-
er to the spiritual truth.

Jesus’ critics watched the way His disciples acted at Matthew’s Salvation 
Party, and they were offended. These religious snobs equated spirituality with 
suffering. The more pained expression you carried on your face, the more 
holy you were. Is this what Jesus taught? Is the correct spiritual disposition 
somberness and suffering or joy and gladness? When these straight-laced, re-
ligious party-poopers challenged Jesus and His disciples’ behavior, He made 
an amazing comparison. He claimed to be like a bridegroom and His disciples 
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like the guests at a wedding celebration. That’s why they acted happy instead 
of somber. It was time to celebrate! The Christian life is more like a wedding 
celebration than a funeral procession. The Pharisees were griping, while Je-
sus’ disciples were grinning. The Pharisees were somber, while Jesus’ disci-
ples were singing. The Pharisees were languishing, while Jesus’ disciples were 
laughing. The Pharisees were criticizing, while Jesus’ boys were celebrating. 
The Pharisees were jealous; Jesus’ group was jubilant. Which group are you?

Where did we get the idea that laughter is not holy? Proverbs 17:22 says, 
“A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” 
Laughter is good medicine. Primarily, the Christian life is best characterized 
by joy. When you are aware of the presence of the Lord with you, you can’t 
help but rejoice. This is the way David described the source of our joy in Psalm 
16:11: “You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in 
your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.”

That doesn’t mean that we don’t encounter suffering. Sure, there is sad-
ness, pain, and disappointment. If you compare the Christian life to a song, 
the melody line is always joy and praise. The harmony line is suffering and 
pain. Together, our lives are a beautiful song, but the melody of joy must 
prevail. Jesus addressed this when He said in John 16:33, “I have told you 
these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

And Jesus didn’t tell us not to fast. In fact, He was actually predicting His 
death in verse 35 when He spoke of the time when the bridegroom will be 
taken from them. He said that in those days they will fast. The word “taken” 
means to be “ripped away violently.” After His brutal death, His followers 
would fast but never like the Pharisees fasted who whitened their faces, piled 
ashes on their hair, and moaned and groaned so everyone would know they 
were “spiritual.”

Can I Come to Christ and Stay the Same? (5:36)

The beautiful thing about Jesus’ use of parables is that He used some of the 
most common, simple ideas to communicate deep spiritual truth. In this sec-
ond parable, He talked about sewing a new piece of cloth onto an old gar-
ment. Today we have synthetic fabrics that don’t shrink when washed. In 
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Jesus’ time, new cloth would always shrink after the first few times it was 
washed. A person wearing a new garment had to make sure it was a couple of 
sizes too large so over time; the garment would shrink down to the right size. 
Garments were often torn or moth-eaten, so they were constantly repaired. 
If you had an old robe with a hole in it, it would be foolish to sew a new patch 
of cloth on it. When it was washed, the new patch would shrink and tear the 
robe.

The spiritual truth is that Jesus didn’t come to “patch up” the Old Testa-
ment. Jesus’ immediate audience knew what He was talking about. The old 
garment was the Old Testament, or the Old Covenant—what we would call 
“the Law.” Jesus was saying He didn’t just come to improve the Old Covenant; 
He came to replace it with something totally new. There was no way His new 
covenant could be used to “patch up” the old one. The new Age of Grace had 
dawned. John said it well when he wrote in John 1:17, “For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” Jesus came to 
institute an entire new system of faith—and His enemies didn’t like it.

What is the personal truth behind this parable? Jesus comes into your 
life to create something totally new! Some people think they are pretty good 
and only need Jesus to come and “patch up” their lives. I heard the story of 
a mother out in the country who had ten children. One of her boys fell on a 
new blacktop road and was covered in tar. He was a mess. His mother was 
outside trying to clean the sticky tar off her son when she said, “It would be 
easier just to have another one than to clean you up!” That’s like us. Jesus 
doesn’t just try to clean up our old hearts; He gives us a new heart.

When Jesus comes into your life, His goal is not to reform you. His pur-
pose is to transform you. We are all sinners by nature and by choice. To try 
to “fix” our sinful character is like sewing a new un-shrunk patch on an old 
garment. Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”

Do I Have to Accept New Ideas? I Like the Old Ones! 
(5:37-39)
Jesus deepens the theme of these three parables about old and new by talking 
about wine in wineskins in the third parable. We use bottles to hold wine to-
day but in Jesus’ time, wine was most often stored in goatskins that were 
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cleaned and tanned over a fire. Then the skin was stitched back together, 
with the neck of the goatskin becoming the neck of the wineskin. A fresh 
wineskin was soft and supple. When new wine was poured into it, gas was 
released from the process of fermentation. The new wineskin would stretch 
to accommodate this expansion. New wine in old wineskins would crack and 
burst them. The wine was expanding, but the old skin was too rigid to change 
its shape. The old skin couldn’t stretch because it had become inflexible and 
soon the stitches would start to pop.

The spiritual truth of this parable is that the Christian life is a constant 
flow of new ideas, new methods, and new revelations of truth. The religious 
snobs of Jesus’ day didn’t like His teaching because it was so revolutionary. It 
was new. He said things they never heard before. His new teaching shocked 
and offended them. He did things they never saw before: He ate and drank 
with sinners! It’s a dangerous condition when a person’s mind loses the abil-
ity to be stretched. To stop learning or to stop being open to new revelations 
of truth is a hazardous spiritual condition. We like new cars, new houses, and 
new toys, but we don’t like new ways, new ideas, or new truth. Nobody enjoys 
change. We all enjoy our normal routines. We like to sit in the same seat at 
church every Sunday. Routines become habits and habits become ruts–and a 
rut is nothing but a grave with both ends kicked out.

Human nature rebels against the idea of anything that seems to threaten 
the “good old days” and the “good old ways.” But the truth of this parable is 
clear: Jesus came to bring the new. He is the New Patch; He is the New Wine. 
God loves new things. We enter the Christian life through a new birth, we 
become a new creation, we walk in newness of life, we read a New Testament 
and one day God will create a new heaven and a new earth. “He who was seat-
ed on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’ Then he said, ‘Write this 
down, for these words are trustworthy and true’” (Revelation 21:5).

Jesus was addressing an attitude that resists change, or anything new. 
We all have a tendency to reject a new idea, or a new revelation of truth be-
cause we like the old too much. This was the Pharisees’ attitude, and it is an 
attitude we need to guard against. Like an old, stiff wineskin, our hearts and 
minds can calcify until we become so inflexible. we can’t accept change.

Throughout my ministry, I have encountered hundreds of Christians who 
are like old wineskins. Whenever any new idea or concept is introduced, they 
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don’t like it. It may be a new building, a new schedule, a new budget, a new 
program, a new method–you name it. You can almost hear them straining 
and cracking until “pop!” and they blow a stitch and express their anger and 
opposition. Why? Because they have become inflexible, like old wineskins.

Rudyard Kipling once accompanied General William Booth, founder of 
the Salvation Army to a foreign country. They were met by a group of Chris-
tians who were dancing and playing tambourines. Kipling, a proper young 
Englishman, was shocked by this activity. He expressed his displeasure to 
General Booth. Booth replied, “Young man, if I thought I could win one more 
soul for Christ by standing on my head and beating a tambourine with my 
feet, I would learn how to do it.”

Applying the Parable

• What is God saying to you?

• Do you need to stop acting like the Christian life is a funeral and start 

celebrating the return of the bridegroom who is coming back soon?

• How can you stop trying to patch up your old life and allow Jesus to put 

the new robe of righteousness on you?

• Have you stopped growing and changing spiritually like an old wine-

skin?

Implications and Actions

Right before my very eyes I have seen a Christian repent of ungodly atti-
tudes and commit to following Christ anew with joy and enthusiasm. It’s like 
watching an old, hard wineskin soften up and become like a fresh wineskin. 
That is a beautiful sight. Don’t harden your heart. Keep your attitude of joy 
and your zeal for what God is doing in your life.
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Questions

1. Are you more like the Pharisees or the disciples of Jesus? Is there 
real joy in your life? If someone closely observed your life for a 
month, would they say, “I want what that person has”?

2. How can you rely more on God’s power to change you into the im-
age of His Son—instead of your own efforts?

3. What kind of person are you regarding change? Are you like an old 
or new wineskin?

4. How can you avoid being molded into a certain mental state or emo-
tional disposition that prevents you from changing and growing?
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Introduction

For many years, I read this parable and thought Jesus was talking about the 
difference between a Christian and an unbeliever. One man built his house 
on a solid foundation. One man built on sand. I thought the Christian was 
the one whose life was built on the rock, and the collapsed house belonged 
to a pagan. But I now believe the fool is any person who approaches Jesus in 
faith and is aware of the Words of Jesus. They may be someone who attends 
church and even reads the Bible. But there is a difference between that per-
son and the wise person.

The fool chooses not to obey Jesus. I don’t think Jesus is talking about 
a person with no knowledge of God. You may know what much of the Bible 
says, but you treat it like a good novel, a tear-jerk movie, or a wonderful song 
you hear. It’s nice, and you enjoy it, but you sure aren’t going to make it the 
entire focus of your life! The foundation for the Christian life is faith and obe-
dience to the Word of Jesus. That’s the wise person. If you choose not to obey, 
when storms come into your life—and they will—your life will fall apart.

Luke 6:46-49 

46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 As for 

everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into prac-

tice, I will show you what they are like. 48 They are like a man building a 

house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood 

came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was 

well built. 49 But the one who hears my words and does not put them into 

practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a founda-

tion. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its de-

struction was complete.”
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Builders—Wise or Foolish?

There is no shortage of rocks in Israel. In fact, almost the entire country is a 

thin layer of topsoil covering rock. People in Jesus’ time tried to live as close 

to water as possible, so they sometimes built stone houses on land that was 

formerly a riverbed. Parts of these riverbeds consisted of sand. The home was 

fine until an unusually large amount of rain occurred. As the water in the river 

rose, the sand shifted beneath the stone walls. It wouldn’t just shift, lean, or tilt; 

the house totally collapsed.

Smart builders could still build on the old riverbed. But the wise builder simply 

continued to probe the sand until he found solid rock. Then, he would dig 

down into the sand and build his walls on the rocks. Same location, same 

storm, same high water. The difference? There was no shifting sand. The wa-

ter could even rise up to the windows, but the house would stand firm. Before 

the storm, both houses looked identical; the difference wasn’t seen until after 

the storm.

The Difference Between Being Foolish and Wise

Maybe you are familiar with the amazing Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy. Work 
on this beautiful bell tower began in 1173 and continued for 200 years. One 
reason it took so long was because it was not built on a solid foundation. 
Thus, the structure began to lean. Builders tried unsuccessfully to correct the 
problem but continued to build it to its full height of 185 feet, with the top 
18 feet off-center. The tower has remained standing for over 800 years, but 
unless modern efforts are successful to prevent further deterioration of the 
foundation, it will eventually fall.

Since this is a parable, we know Jesus wasn’t primarily talking about 
houses and foundations in this story. He was talking about people just like 
us. Jesus described two types of people. A wise man comes to Jesus, hears His 
words, and obeys them. A fool comes to Jesus, hears His words, and doesn’t 
obey them. Notice the three stages of relating to Jesus in verse 47. Step one: 
This person is someone who has come to Jesus. Jesus said, “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). 
Have you done that? Step two: This person has heard the words of Jesus. If 
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you have been exposed to the Gospel and Bible teaching, you have heard the 
words of Jesus preached and/or taught. Notice step three: This person put 
Jesus’ teaching into practice. The verb used there in verse 47 in the Greek 
language doesn’t mean once-and-for-all action. It means continual action. 
The third step is continually to be willing to obey and put into practice the 
words of Jesus.

Obedience is the difference between the two people, according to Je-
sus in verse 49. It’s that third step where the two men part ways. One man 
comes, hears, and obeys (wise). The other man comes, hears, and does not 
obey (foolish). In the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5, Jesus warns it is 
a dangerous thing to call a man a “fool.” But He calls the man in this story 
“foolish” who builds on the sand.

The time to prepare for a storm is before it hits, not when you are in it. 
Your belief system or your personal philosophy—the rules you live by—are 
your foundation when the storms come. Easy-believism is the quicksand that 
many people try to build their lives upon. That’s one of the dangers of “reli-
gious people” who have only embraced a portion of the truth about Jesus. 
They want to get their ticket to Heaven punched, but they really don’t want 
their belief to intrude on their real life. They practice a kind of easy-believism 
that may get them to church often and makes them feel respectable. Howev-
er, they seldom ever consider, much less obey, the true words of Jesus. They 
have reduced Christian belief into a simple set of religious activities and lan-
guage. But when the storms come, this belief system doesn’t stand.

Sadly, millions of people also build their lives on the shifting sands of 
our culture. What used to be considered behavior that would make a person 
ashamed is now behavior that will almost guarantee a book, movie, or record 
contract! There aren’t many icons who are putting the words of Jesus into 
practice.

We see the difference between building on sand and building on the rock. 
What was the same between the two men—what did they share in common? 
Both were caught in a storm.
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Storms Will Come Into Your Life

For both the wise and the foolish builders, the storm came, and the waters 
rose. Nobody is immune to the storms of life. You’d better be prepared be-
cause you will face storms. Jesus said, “I have told you these things, so that in 
me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! 
I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). Jesus faced storms, and He over-
came them. In the Garden of Gethsemane, He was under such pressure that 
drops of blood appeared like sweat drops on His forehead.

I can assure you that you are either in the midst of a storm right now, or 
you are simply abiding in the calm before the next storm. You have no control 
over the storms. It may be a family crisis, a financial crisis, or a relationship 
problem. Or your storm may be stress on the inside. That’s when you struggle 
with discouragement, and you want to quit. Or it may be the depression you 
battle when life doesn’t happen the way you planned. Don’t think you can live 
a storm-free life.

Bad things do happen to good people (and good things happen to bad 
people). God is not singling out people because they deserve storms; all of 
us face them at many times in life. Just expect them. Sometimes, we survive 
the storm but it’s the flood and the aftermath of the storm that sink us. Most 
of us have a built-in “emergency mode” so when an emotional storm strikes 
suddenly, we react with strength in the face of the immediate threat. But 
when the adrenaline wears off, it’s the slow rising tide of despair that often 
produces our emotional collapse.

Examine Your Foundation

In the storms of life, you discover the stability of your foundation. Look again 
at those two houses Jesus described. From the outside, they look identical. 
You can’t tell which one has a strong foundation and which one has the weak 
foundation. God allows storms to come into our lives to test us. He wants us 
to see for ourselves the quality of our foundation.

I think most of us have had times in our lives when we fell apart. But 
Jesus isn’t just talking about one storm and one house you build in this para-
ble. Just as there are multiple storms in life, we are always able to rebuild on 
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a strong foundation. The really foolish person is the one who rebuilds upon 
the same sandy foundation that failed before! So, if you have founded your 
life and your belief system on the unstable sand of materialism, popularity, 
bank accounts, and the like, that’s a valuable discovery. You won’t repeat the 
same mistake!

On September 8, 1900, a great hurricane came barreling out of the Gulf 
of Mexico toward the Texas coast. With no warning, Galveston Island ab-
sorbed the brunt of this storm. The raging winds and the flood tide devas-
tated the city of Galveston and caused over 6,000 deaths. It was Galveston’s 
worst day, but the storm also became Galveston’s finest hour. Rather than 
deserting the island as many suggested, the survivors decided to rebuild. But 
they knew they couldn’t rebuild as before. Civil engineers were hired to raise 
the entire level of the island by several feet using many million cubic yards of 
dirt. Before any structure was rebuilt, they dug down deeply to make a firm 
foundation and built a large seawall along the south coast of the island. Did 
it work? In 1915, another hurricane socked Galveston. Everyone held their 
collective breaths, and when the sky cleared, the island was flooded—but al-
most all the structures survived and there was little loss of life.

Sometimes a terrible storm can be your best friend when it reveals a 
faulty foundation. It can serve as a wake-up call to show you that you have 
to rebuild. God is the God of the second chance—and the third, fourth, and 
ten-thousandth chance. The positive point of Jesus’ parable is there is some-
thing we can do to maintain our stability and security when the storms fall, 
and the floods rise. We can build on the rock.

The rock is obedience to what the Bible says. “Not everyone who says to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). If you build your life 
upon that solid rock of obedience, He promises the storms will still come and 
the floods will still rise, but you will find stability in the storm. Don’t despair 
and say, “That’s impossible, nobody is perfect!” Jesus doesn’t expect perfec-
tion. All He asks for is a willingness to obey Him and a desire to put His words 
into practice. In fact, Philippians 2:13 tells us that Jesus gives us both the 
desire and ability to do His will: “For it is God who works in you to will and to 
act in order to fulfill his good purpose.”
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You can start by focusing on the only two commands Jesus gave us: Love 
God and love your neighbor (Mark 12:30-31). Prioritize pleasing and honor-
ing God at the top of your list every day. Accept the truth that God loves you, 
and then love yourself so you can love others. This is a simple place to start to 
rebuild the foundation of your life on total obedience to God.

Applying the Parable

• How would you describe the foundation of your life?

• What did you learn from the last “storm” you faced—spiritually, emo-

tionally, financially, etc.?

• What does total obedience mean to you?

Implications and Actions

I have seen it happen many times. People can be going along fine in life until 
adversity suddenly strikes—and they find they are knocked off their feet and 
their foundation crumbles. This just serves to show them something is miss-
ing in their lives. You are wise if you will allow that collapse to motivate you 
to rebuild your life upon the foundation of the rock of Jesus, because there 
will be more storms. What might have been the worst experience of your life 
can actually lead you to a new and better life.

Questions

1. Who do you relate to more in Jesus’ parable—the foolish person or 
the wise person?
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2. Think of someone whose life foundation you admire. What is it 
about that person that helps them weather the storms life brings 
their way?

3. What “storm” are you facing right now—or soon will be facing in 
the coming months?

4. What one priority, attitude, or action do you need to change to 
strengthen your life’s foundation in the storm?
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Introduction

Jesus employed many agricultural metaphors because everyone in Galilee 
knew about farming. We know from Jesus’ explanation that the point of the 
parable is not seeds and dirt. Remember, a parable has a surface truth about 
ordinary day-to-day living (farming, seeds, etc.). The meaning underneath 
that layer in the parable is a spiritual one—the parable is about the Word of 
God and the heart-attitudes of people who hear the Word.

People read about these four soil conditions and wonder if these are four 
different people. They usually suggest category #1 would be an unbeliever 
and category #4 would be a Christian. However, what about categories two/
three? Are these people who were once saved, but fell away—or are they back-
slidden Christians? I think that debate misses the point. I suggest these are 
not four different people; they are four different attitudes. Jesus reveals four 
attitudes that a Christian can display at any point in their walk with Him.

As you study this parable, don’t try to figure out who is saved or lost. In-
stead, read it a different way. Examine your own heart and see which of these 
four attitudes, or heart conditions characterizes your life right now.

Cultivate

Unless you grew up on a farm, you may not know what the word cultivate 

means. It doesn’t mean to plow, or plant, or reap. To cultivate means to break 

up the surface soil and increase the aeration and moisture-retaining ability 

of the soil. This agricultural term has come to mean the development of any 

preference. Someone might say, “I have cultivated a taste for classical music.” 

In order to be a good listener of the Word and have a teachable heart, that’s 

something we must do. In Hosea 10:12, God says, “Sow righteousness for your-

selves, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground; 

for it is time to seek the Lord, until he comes and showers his righteousness on you.” 

If you love the Word of God and the God of the Word supremely, you will be 

willing to cultivate a teachable attitude—by breaking up the hard soil of your 

heart.



32 JESUS STORYTELLER: A STUDY OF LUKE

The other day, my wife was complaining to our yardman about the weeds 
in one of our gardens. She said to him, “David, (I’m our yardman), unless you 
get in there and remove those weeds, they are going to take over the garden.” 
You don’t have to intentionally plant weeds; they just grow on their own. You 
have to intentionally remove them, or they will choke out the good plants. So 
I got in there on my hands and knees, and I dug out most of those weeds. It’s 
not that I hate weeds; it’s just that I love tomatoes, turnip greens, and pole 
beans much more. I broke up the old soil with a hoe and aerated it so I would 
have the best chance at growing a good crop of veggies. Cultivating a teach-
able heart takes hard work, just like my garden—but it’s worth it!

Let’s look at four different attitudes that describe a Christian at any point 
in their spiritual journey.

Luke 8:1-15

1After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to anoth-

er, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were 

with him, 2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and 

diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come 

out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Su-

sanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out 

of their own means.
4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus 

from town after town, he told this parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his 

seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was tram-

pled on, and the birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on rocky ground, and when it 

came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed 

fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8 Still other 

seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more 

than was sown.”

When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them 

hear.”
9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The knowl-

edge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to oth-

ers I speak in parables, so that, “‘though seeing, they may not see; though 

hearing, they may not understand.’
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11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those 

along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes 

away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 

saved. 13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word 

with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, 

but in the time of testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns 

stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by 

life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But the seed 

on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the 

word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.

A Hard Heart: No Reception, So the Word Is Stolen 
(8:4-5, 11-12)

This represents a person who is “hearing” the Word of God at church or on 
the radio or television. You don’t consider yourself to be a hard-hearted per-
son, but you aren’t interested in the Word of God. Your heart is like a pathway 
that has been trampled down until the dirt is hard-packed. What you are 
hearing may be entering your ears, but it certainly won’t enter your heart. 
Jesus says Satan tries to “steal” the Word from you.

It was common in Jesus’ day to see a flock of birds swarming around a 
farmer as he tossed his seeds. The birds knew some of the seed would fall on 
the hard soil, and they would swoop down and eat it. In the same way, the 
devil stands ready to try to steal the Word away from people as soon as they 
hear it. Don’t be surprised if you have trouble concentrating when you are 
reading the Bible or when you are hearing the Bible being taught. One the en-
emy’s most effective strategy is distraction. He would like you to think about 
one hundred other things than God’s promises in His holy Word.

A Shallow Heart: No Root, So the Word Is Starved (8:6, 13)

It is very easy to slip into the category of the shallow heart. Notice Jesus said 
these people receive the word with joy. They react with an emotional accep-
tance of the Word. They listen and they are happy to hear the Word. They 
will smile, shout “amen,” and even shed a few tears of joy on Sunday. But by 
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Tuesday morning, they are downcast and defeated. The emotion is gone, so 
the commitment is gone.

This parable is a warning about the danger of basing your Christian faith 
on your emotions. Some people think the reason they come to church is to 
get happy. They hope they can get enough joy to last them through the week 
so they can come back the next week and get a refill. Don’t get me wrong. I 
believe we should love God with our entire being, our mind, our wills, and our 
emotions. But your emotions are the shallowest part of your soul.

You may be wondering, “What’s wrong with an emotional faith? I want to 
feel good about God!” Jesus reveals in verse 13 what’s wrong with this kind of 
attitude. It doesn’t stand up under the heat of trouble and testing that come 
into our lives. An emotionally-based faith won’t pass the test. In this parable, 
the plant had no root, so when the heat came, there was no depth, so it with-
ered and died. When the heat gets turned up in your life, you need more than 
just an emotional faith. You need deep roots.

Are you “rooted and grounded” in the Word of God? The massive Red-
wood trees in the West soar to amazing heights—but surprisingly, they have 
short, weak roots. The reason they can stand and survive the elements is 
because the roots of each tree are intertwined with the roots of the trees 
around it. That’s why you never see a Redwood standing alone. It cannot 
support itself; it needs other trees to stand. What a beautiful picture of the 
Church! That’s one reason why it’s absolutely imperative for you to attend 
church. I will never say you have to attend church to go to Heaven, but I will 
say unapologetically that you have to attend church to be a strong, growing, 
maturing Christian.

A Crowded Heart: No Room, So the Word Is Strangled 
(8:7, 14)

It’s my opinion this third category has more people in it than the first two 
combined. This represents the kind of attitude of someone who hears the 
Word, receives it, and begins to grow as a Christian. I believe this person has 
a genuine desire to be a deeply-rooted, maturing Christian. But somewhere 
along the way their growth process is interrupted. They simply allow their 
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lives to become so crowded with other interests that the impact of the Word 
of God gets choked out.

There is a limited amount of moisture and nutrients in soil, so weeds and 
thorns compete with the good plants. Jesus is warning us there are some 
things in our lives that compete with the Word of God. If you aren’t careful, 
they will just choke out the effectiveness of it. He mentions three of these: 
thorns, plants, or weeds. Ask yourself if you are allowing any of these weeds 
to strangle the Word in your life. God’s Word can be strangled by worry, 
wealth, or pleasures (verse 14).

A Teachable Heart: The Word Is Successful (8:8, 15)

The fourth attitude is the ideal; it’s the goal for which every Christian should 
strive. Jesus wants us to have a teachable heart that receives the Word of God 
like soft, fertile soil and produces a bumper crop of unfailing love.

The seed of the Word is so powerful all you have to do is plant it—God 
will do the rest. Dr. Gaylord Kambarami was the General Secretary for the In-
ternational Bible Society in Zimbabwe. Once, when he was passing out New 
Testaments a very skeptical man told him if he took the Bible, he would just 
tear the pages out and roll them up to make cigarettes. Dr. Kambarami told 
him to go ahead and do that, but to promise him he would read each page be-
fore he smoked it! Years later, Dr. Kambarami met that very man at a Chris-
tian convention. The Scripture-smoking man had been saved and was now 
an evangelist himself. His testimony was simple. He said, “I smoked my way 
through Matthew, Mark, and Luke but when I got to John 3:16, I couldn’t 
smoke anymore. When I read that I got on my knees, and that’s when Jesus 
changed my life!”

What kind of heart do you have today? Hardened? Shallow? Over-crowd-
ed? Will you make a new commitment today to cultivate your heart to be-
come more teachable? Will you strive to be rooted deeply in the faith? Will 
you weed out some of the things that are strangling the Word in your life?

The following characteristics describe someone who is actively studying 
and planting the Word of God:
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• A Hunger for the Word
  The Psalmist observed, “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on 

my path” (Psalm 119:105). Do you have a voracious appetite and de-
sire to read and hear God’s Word? Sadly, many are more interested in 
their next meal than in hearing from God. Do you have hobbies and 
other activities that you enjoy much more than hearing from God? 
The French have an interesting phrase. When you sit down to eat a 
meal they say, “Bon appétit,” which means “good appetite.” Why don’t 
they say, “Good food?” They understand your enjoyment of a meal is 
directly related to the intensity of your appetite, not necessarily the 
quality of the food. If you haven’t eaten in two days, a bowl of soup 
tastes heavenly. On the other hand, you can sit down to the finest 
meal prepared by the most talented chef, but if you’re not hungry, you 
won’t enjoy it. You may not hunger for the Word of God, because you 
are already full of something else—another interest, another priority, 
another relationship. The kind of hunger for God’s Word that Jesus 
describes in this parable must be cultivated intentionally.

• A Zeal for Learning
  In verse 15, Jesus said a good listener not only hears the Word but 

also retains it. It’s important to hang onto the Word of God. There are 
two ways you can do it. First, you can work on memorizing passages 
of Scripture. The Psalmist said, “I have hidden your word in my heart 
that I might not sin against you” (Psalm 119:11). Second, you can 
take good notes on sermons and Bible studies you participate in on 
a regular basis. You retain much more information when you write it 
down, versus just hearing it alone. Einstein was correct when he said, 
“A short pencil is better than a long memory.”

• A Desire to Help Others Hear the Word
  Every summer I plant okra seeds because my wife loves fried okra. 

I always have more than enough, so I keep the extra pods dry and then 
I remove the seeds to replant each summer. Jesus said a teachable 
heart is like fertile soil that produces a crop that reproduces itself a 
hundredfold. Are you reproducing your own love for the Word? Are 
you helping others have more access to the Word of God? For example, 
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does a neighbor need a ride to church? Can you host a convenient Bible 
study in your home? Do you regularly share Scripture with others in 
conversation? The best way to know when you have the right kind of 
heart-attitude is when you aren’t only interested in hearing the Word; 
you are helping others hear the Word.

Applying the Parable

• On a scale of 1-5, how would you describe your level of hunger for the 

Word of God? 1—not hungry and 5—getting as much of Scripture as you 

can.

• On a scale of 1-5, how aggressively do you pursue opportunities to learn 

and study the Word? 1—seldom pursue opportunities and 5—consistent-

ly participating in opportunities.

• Like the parable, how are you creatively “planting seeds” for others to 

learn more about the Bible?

Implications and Actions

Jesus said a teachable heart has fertile soil that produces a crop that repro-
duces itself a hundredfold. Good soil not only produces crops; it produces 
more seed that can be replanted. One way to know for certain you have a 
teachable heart is when you are “planting” seeds of opportunities for others 
to hear and study the Word. Find creative ways to plant seeds, from pass-
ing out Bibles, posting Scripture on social media, supporting evangelistic Bi-
ble organizations, and helping host Bible studies in your community. When 
you have a teachable heart, your heart is broken for those who don’t know 
what God’s Word says. The Word of God is such a powerful force, so spread it 
around generously and don’t be stingy with it.
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Questions

1. Which of the four attitudes toward God’s Word best describes you 
right now?

2. When was a time in your past when you really hungered for God’s 
Word?

3. What topic, character and/or Book of the Bible would you like to 
study/learn more about in Scripture this year?

4. Who is someone you admire because of their love for studying and 
sharing God’s Word? What is it about that person you would like to 
emulate?
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Introduction

In this moving parable about a man who fell victim to a crime—and the way 
others responded to his situation—there is a clear directive. Our behavior 
toward people should follow the model behavior of the Good Samaritan.

While Jesus told this story in answer to a misguided question about iden-
tifying which neighbors we ought to love, the parable makes clear that this is 
the wrong approach. The right question is: To whom may I be a neighbor? Je-
sus was saying it is much more important for us to be a neighbor than to split 
hairs over who is (or isn’t) our neighbor. Our neighbor is anyone to whom we 
can show love and kindness.

All God’s commands can be summarized in these two principles: Love 
God and love your neighbor. Are you doing that? In 1 John 4:20, we are told. 
“Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoev-
er does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love 
God, whom they have not seen.” In this story, we will learn very practical 
lessons from the Samaritan to apply immediately in our daily living.

Luke 10:25-37

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” 

he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’”
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will 

live.”
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my 

neighbor?”
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jeri-

cho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, 

beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be 

going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on 

the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where 
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the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him 

and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man 

on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next 

day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after 

him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense 

you may have.’
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell 

into the hands of robbers?”
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus 

told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Who Is My Neighbor?

It may sound like a pretty good question to you, but it misses the point. This 

question addressed a debate among Jewish experts of the law. Rabbis dis-

agreed about who was included in the commandment to “love your neighbor 

as yourself” (verse 27). Exactly who was it they had to love as a neighbor? 

That’s what the lawyer asked. Jesus could have launched a theological discus-

sion with the attorney and traced the etymological roots of the Hebrew word 

for “neighbor” (nea) from Leviticus 19. Likewise, the Jewish lawyer and the 

predominantly Jewish crowd would have had no trouble with Jesus’ answer 

if He simply said, “Your neighbor is the person who lives close to you–that 

person who is a lot like you.” And even if Jesus had simply answered, “Your 

neighbors are your Jewish people,” everyone would have been satisfied. But 

instead of a theological treatise or a seminar on cultural anthropology, Jesus 

tells a short, poignant story about the Good Samaritan. He does this to reveal 

the truth about how a loving God expects us to love our neighbor—the strang-

ers, the bedraggled and beat up, and the ones who can’t pay us back.

Everyone Is Your Neighbor (10:25-33)

I once conducted the funeral of a great man in our community. His brother 
told me how much his brother loved to do kind things for people without get-
ting any recognition or return. It reminded me of the little boy in the movie 
Pay It Forward who had the idea of doing an act of kindness to three total 
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strangers. Instead of them paying him back, he asked that they do the same 
to three more strangers and tell them to “pay it forward.” The movie begins 
with a reporter at a crime scene watching his old car getting smashed. A total 
stranger walks by and gives him the keys to his Jaguar and tells him to “pay 
it forward.” The reporter traces this shocking act back to this 11-year-old kid.

That’s not too far off from what Jesus was teaching in this parable. You 
haven’t really loved your neighbor until you have demonstrated love to some-
one else who, as far as you know, doesn’t have the chance to return the favor. 
I’ve traveled this same road many times where the story of the Good Samar-
itan took place. In the space of 17 miles, the elevation drops from 2,300 feet 
above sea level in Jerusalem to 1,300 feet below sea level at Jericho. It’s a nar-
row, twisting two-lane highway full of hairpin turns and caves where robbers 
could easily hide and plot someone’s demise. Today the only “robbers” are 
the little Bedouin kids who charge you three dollars to take a picture of them 
sitting on a camel–and for five dollars you can sit on the vile-smelling beast.

The fact that the robbers removed the man’s clothes created a problem 
in this story. A person’s cultural identity was revealed by how they dressed. 
Even today, Arabs and Jews dress differently. The fact that this man was na-
ked prevented passersby from determining if he was a Jew or a Gentile. Jesus 
doesn’t say whether the man is a Jew or a Gentile, and it shouldn’t matter. 
When the priest and Levite passed the stranger by, it marked the first of two 
surprises for those listening to this story. Surely these religious profession-
als–the good guys–would help this hurting man! After all, it was their job. 
But because the man was not dressed, they feared he might be a Gentile. And 
Orthodox Jews hated Gentiles. They wouldn’t even touch one.

Jewish storytelling usually followed a pattern of three’s, so, after two 
failures, the audience would have been expecting the next character to do 
better. Surely, they suspected, the third traveler would be a simple Jewish 
man who would help the wounded stranger—but Jesus had another big sur-
prise when the Samaritan stopped to help. The jaws of the audience must 
have dropped at that revelation! The kind of animosity existing between Is-
raelis and Palestinians today closely follows how poorly Jews and Samaritans 
got along in Jesus’ time. Jesus doesn’t call him a “good” Samaritan. That’s a 
label we have added. To the Jews, the phrase “Good Samaritan” would have 
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been an oxymoron, two words canceling each other out, like “jumbo shrimp.” 
The Samaritan should have been the villain, but Jesus makes him the hero.

The language used here literally means the Samaritan got a sinking feel-
ing in the pit of his stomach because he was so concerned. He went to the 
victim and bandaged his wounds and made arrangements for his ongoing 
care. The Jewish listeners would have been stunned by the Samaritan’s kind 
behavior.

At the end of the parable, Jesus wanted to know which man in this sto-
ry was a true neighbor (verse 36). At this point, I assume the lawyer was so 
upset that he can’t even bring himself to say the word “Samaritan.” So, he de-
scribed him as the one who had mercy on the stranger. Jesus then implored 
the lawyer to follow that example.

We can learn several practical lessons from this parable.

Demonstrate Kindness to Strangers (10:33)

Maybe you’ve heard that kindness is love with its work clothes on. The true 
test of love is not whether we can love those whom we know and those who 
love us. This parable is all about showing love and kindness to a total strang-
er. Jesus put it this way in the Sermon on the Mount when He said, “If you 
love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax col-
lectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing 
more than others? Do not even pagans do that?” (Matthew 5:46-47). Do you 
know why we love some people? We love them so they will love us back. But 
loving someone so they will love us in return is actually selfish. This passage 
in Matthew says that even sinners do that!

Jesus showed us a kind of love that should be directed toward those who 
won’t pay us back—to strangers—and even to our enemies. Let me ask you, 
“Who are your neighbors?” Did you think about the people who live near 
you? They are included. That’s a good place to start but a bad place to end. 
Our English word “neighbor” comes from two old Anglo-Saxon words “neigh” 
meaning “near,” and “gebur,” meaning “dweller.” So the word actually means, 
“those who dwell near us.” But in this parable Jesus expanded the application 
to mean our neighbor is anyone who would benefit from our kindness. If we 
love our neighbors, we are going to participate in intentional acts of kind-
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ness. We are going to wash people’s windshields, wash their cars, take them 
cookies and cakes, pass out free bottles of cold water, and a dozen other acts 
of kindness. And we aren’t going to accept a thin dime from them. Why? Be-
cause Jesus told us to love our neighbors, and that includes total strangers.

See the Value of Small Acts of Kindness (10:34-35)

The Samaritan didn’t have much, but he used what he had. He used his clothes 
for bandages, and he poured oil and wine on the wounds. Jesus said, “Truly I 
tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong 
to the Messiah will certainly not lose their reward” (Mark 9:41). When you 
give a free bottle of water to a thirsty person—all in the name of Jesus—He 
said God notices our small, seemingly insignificant act.

Many people display a level of human decency and kindness. You don’t 
have to be a Christian to be kind. But some people confuse kindness with 
salvation. I’ve even heard people indicate that someone must surely be in 
Heaven because he or she showed kindness to animals and to strangers. Be-
ing kind won’t get you into Heaven; only knowing Jesus will get you into 
Heaven. As Christians, we don’t love our neighbor to earn salvation; we love 
our neighbors because we are saved.

Jesus-directed kindness always goes beyond the human level of expec-
tation. What would “human decency” have expected from the Samaritan? 
Maybe the Samaritan could have stayed there by the road until the man could 
walk on his own. But he did more. Maybe he could have taken him to the inn 
and left him. But he did more. Maybe he could have told the innkeeper the 
wounded man would be responsible for his own expenses—no one would 
question that. But he did more. That’s real loving kindness. Jesus said, “If 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles” (Matthew 5:41). 
It was expected of the Jews under Roman occupation to carry a soldier’s sup-
plies for one mile only. Jesus said love always goes the second mile. Think 
about all the creative ways you and your family can show kindness to strang-
ers.
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Give God the Credit for Your Kindness (10:36-37)

What’s the difference between a non-believer’s random act of kindness and 
our performance of an intentional act? As followers of Christ, the goal of our 
kindness must be that God receives the honor and glory for our good deed. 
Let’s say you go out to a walking trail with a cooler of water bottles and hand 
them out to the joggers and walkers. That’s a good thing to do. But if you do it 
without connecting your kindness to God, the recipients of that kindness are 
going to glorify you. They are going to tell you what a nice, kind person you 
are. But, if you pass out bottles of water with a little note saying you are doing 
that kind act to let them know God loves them, it changes the entire scenario. 
God is the one who gets the primary glory! And they still think you are a nice, 
kind person but they will suspect you are acting that way because of God. 
Jesus said, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

This is the easiest form of evangelism, by the way. You may not have a 
Gospel presentation memorized, but you can bake cookies in Jesus’ name. 
We get so comfortable loving the members of our family and church we for-
get that people without Christ need our love, too.

Applying the Parable

• How was the Good Samaritan a good neighbor?

• What is normal/expected human kindness, when it comes to helping 

others?

• Ask yourself, “What can I do that represents the second mile of loving 

kindness?”

• Why is it important to ensure God gets the glory for your efforts?

Implications and Actions

I believe this fundamental question must be answered if we are going to be 
on the same page in the Church. Does a church exist primarily to meet the 
needs of those who are already in the church? That is, our own members. Or 
does a church primarily exist to reach out and claim those who have not yet 
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accepted the love of Jesus? How you answer that question will determine 
everything about your church. How you greet guests, the music, the messag-
es, the ministry strategy—everything. How do you answer that question? I 
believe we exist primarily to reach the lost and train them to become fully 
devoted followers of Jesus.

Our job is to take the love of Christ we have received and share it with our 
neighbors outside the four walls of the church. Will you make a commitment 
today that you will be like the Good Samaritan and love your neighbor?

Questions

1. What do you think it means to love your neighbor? Describe it in 
your own words.

2. Does your church exist primarily to meet the needs of those who 
are already part of your church? Or does your church primarily exist 
to reach out and claim those who have not yet accepted the love of 
Jesus?

3. Name five practical ways you can love your neighbor in the next 30 
days. How will you be creative in your approach?

4. How will you make sure God gets all the glory for your efforts?
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Luke 11:5-13

BACKGROUND
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Prayer That 
Just Won’t Quit
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MAIN IDEA
Communicating with God in prayer 
doesn’t come naturally; we must learn 
how to pray effectively.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How persistent and passionate are you in 
your prayer life, regarding your physical 
and spiritual needs?

STUDY AIM
To learn to pray with boldness and per-
sistence as you uncover God’s purpose for 
your life

QUICK READ
Prayer is not a passive experience. As you 
keep on praying and asking according to 
His will, God can change your prayers to 
fit His will. When you delight yourself in 
the Lord, His desires become your desires!

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Introduction

When the disciples of Jesus observed His prayer life, they implored, “Lord, 
teach us to pray.” Is that your desire? You may feel frustrated in your prayer 
life because you assume the discipline of prayer should come naturally to you, 
but it isn’t. It is something that can be learned. I believe prayer only came 
naturally to three people. Before Adam and Eve sinned, they walked and talk-
ed with God in the cool of the evening; it was second nature to do so. Prayer 
was also natural for the Lord Jesus. For the rest of us, it’s a different story. 
Communicating with God in prayer doesn’t come naturally; we must learn 
how to pray effectively.

Some people say the only way to learn to pray is just to pray. I disagree. 
I earned my pilot’s license as a young adult. If you asked me to teach you to 
fly, I would never say, “The only way to learn to fly is just to fly. Go rent an 
airplane, and just do the best you can.” No, flying is a learned skill. In the 
same way, we can learn from this parable several practical steps for learning 
the discipline of prayer.

Luke 11:5-13 

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to 

him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of 

mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And 

suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already 

locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you any-

thing.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread 

because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will sure-

ly get up and give you as much as you need.
9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks re-

ceives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will 

be opened.
11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake 

instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, 

though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who 

ask him!”
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The Host

This parable is another example of Jesus’ Jewish humor because it depicted 

an outrageous scene that His first century audience would find highly amus-

ing. To appreciate this parable, you must know that Middle Eastern hospitality 

is very different from our American culture. In the Jewish culture during Jesus’ 

time, hospitality rules were clearly defined and rigidly followed. To open your 

home to a friend without offering them bread to eat was an egregious breach 

of etiquette. Evidently, the midnight guest in this story was unexpected, be-

cause no preparations had been made. Ladies in the South might have said, 

“If I’d have known you were coming, I would have baked a cake!” This unpre-

pared neighbor takes a bold step to accommodate his guest. He goes next 

door and awakens his neighbor to ask for three loaves of bread. In doing so, 

his guest will be fed, and the host will fulfill the Jewish cultural expectations 

of the day.

Learning to Pray (11:1-4)

Jesus taught His disciples to pray. My parents taught me to pray when I was 
a child. I can remember starting with the simple prayer, “Now I lay me down 
to sleep. I pray the Lord my soul to keep. If I should die before I wake, I pray 
the Lord my soul to take. Amen.” Around the age of six I took it for granted 
that I could pray and ask God for something, and He would give it to me. I can 
clearly remember the first time I asked God for a request. We lived in South 
Alabama near Ft. Rucker where the Army trains helicopter pilots. Dozens of 
helicopters flew over our house each day. I was fascinated with these giant 
birds, and whenever I heard one, I ran out and waved my arms for them to 
land and give me a ride. None ever did, of course. So I decided to try prayer.

One night before I went to bed, I got on my knees and asked God to give 
me a helicopter. I told him I wanted a real one—not a toy. I went on to de-
scribe it, in case God had never seen a helicopter. I got specific and asked Him 
to have it parked in the field behind our house the next morning. I prayed 
so sincerely, and the next morning I awoke and dressed to go flying. I truly 
expected to find a helicopter behind my house. I ran out back...and would 
you believe it? One of the army helicopters made an emergency landing in 
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the field! (Not really. I just asked you if you would believe that.) I remem-
ber thinking, “This praying stuff isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. Where’s my 
helicopter?” Since then, I’ve learned much more about prayer—and I’m still 
learning. I came to realize that the reason I didn’t have a helicopter was not 
God’s fault; I just needed to learn more about praying.

In this passage, Jesus gives three directives that will help you pray more 
effectively.

Pray With Boldness (11:5-8)

This parable is not about God as the reluctant, sleeping neighbor. Instead, 
the point of the story is about us—we should be like the man who is bold 
enough to ask for bread at midnight. The key word in verse 8 is translated 
“persistence” in the New International Version and “importunity” according 
to the King James Version. It’s a word that only appears once in the New 
Testament (in Greek: anadeia). It literally means “shamelessness.” It’s an out-
rageous, bold request the man makes.

We must be bold but also specific in prayer—like this man. The needy 
neighbor didn’t say, “Can I have some food?” He specifically asked for three 
loaves of bread. Our Father is a God of details—just look at the wings of a 
butterfly. He doesn’t deal in generalities; He deals in specifics. Therefore, ask 
God for specific requests. We must also be persistent in our boldness. I imag-
ine the needy neighbor didn’t knock once. His neighbor was fast asleep, so 
he pounded on the door until he woke up. He kept on asking without shame 
until his neighbor granted his request.

Have you ever prayed for something, and when you didn’t get the answer 
right away, you stopped praying? Prayer that “just won’t quit” practices bold, 
persistent praying. We must also be expectant when we pray boldly. Clearly, 
the man in this story expected to get the bread or he wouldn’t have wasted 
his time. Jesus likewise taught we must pray expecting an answer. In Mark 
11:24 He said, “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe 
that you have received it, and it will be yours.”
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Take Action (11:9-10)

After telling this story, Jesus explains prayer as asking, seeking, and knock-
ing. He teaches that prayer is not a passive experience. These three words are 
all action verbs, and they build in intensity. In the original language in which 
Jesus spoke, these verbs are commands indicating continuous action. Jesus 
was saying, “Ask and keep on asking; Seek and keep on seeking; Knock and 
keep on knocking.”

Asking is the first step of action, and it’s the most important. James 
writes, “…You do not have because you do not ask God” (James 4:2). Praying 
in faith is the key that will open a multitude of blessings from God. He knows 
what you need before you ask but asking is acknowledging your total depen-
dence on God. Again, James writes, “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should 
ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given 
to you” (James 1:5). Could it be that any deficiency in your life exists because 
you haven’t asked God?

Seeking God’s answer in relation to your request is the second step of 
action. To seek means to search. Have you ever lost your glasses or car keys? 
You don’t just sit there. You search diligently. Likewise, after you ask God for 
your needs, start searching for His will in that situation. Read God’s Word 
for insight. Listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit. Ask for godly advice from 
trusted believers.

Knocking is the third step of action. In Jesus’ story, what would have 
happened if the needy neighbor had stayed at home and only silently prayed, 
“Dear God, please provide bread for my guest!”? Some people ask and even 
seek God’s answer, but they never take step three. You don’t just “knock on 
wood” when you pray; you knock on doors. Let’s say you need a job. Pray and 
ask God for a job, but don’t sit at home and wait for someone to hire you. Put 
feelers out in the community, line up interviews, etc. Jesus teaches in this 
parable that prayer involves an action plan. It’s not about sitting and asking; 
it’s asking, seeking, and knocking.

There’s nothing more important to do until you pray and ask God, but 
there is plenty you can do after you’ve Asked: you can Seek and Knock. You 
can remember the order of these steps because it forms the acronym: ASK. 
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Jesus says in verse 10 that when we ask, we receive. When we seek, we find. 
When we knock, the door opens.

Here’s another acronym for action in prayer. PUSH stands for Pray Un-
til Something Happens. God always answers prayer, but the following might 
help you understand what is happening when you are praying.

• If the request is wrong, God says, “No.” Have you ever stopped and 
thanked God for the times He said “no” to your request for something 
you once desperately wanted? There are no unanswered prayers; some-
times God’s answer is just “no.” And that is for our good.

• Sometimes the request is right, but the timing is wrong, God says, 
“Slow.” In this case, keep on praying until you recognize God’s timing.

• Sometimes the request is right, and the timing is right, but we aren’t 
right with God. That’s when God says, “Grow.” Sometimes God delays 
an answer because we are disobedient and out of fellowship with Him. 
We need to grow spiritually before He can address our request.

• When the request is right, the timing is right, and you are right, God 
says, “Go.” You can start looking for the answer to your prayer. But 
this only happens when you PUSH—Pray Until Something Happens. 
Every time I walk through a door that says “PUSH” I’m thinking, “Pray 
Until Something Happens.”

Pray According to God’s Goodness (11:11-13)

Your concept of God will determine how you pray. It has always been easy 
for me to pray to God as my heavenly Father. Early in my pastorate, I did 
not realize it is difficult for many people to pray to God as “Father.” I had a 
great earthly father who spent time with me, and I enjoyed our relationship. 
Not everyone is so blessed. In explaining this parable, Jesus says God is a 
loving Father who is full of compassion and goodness toward His children. 
He’s not the reluctant neighbor. God is a good God, and He wants to answer 
your prayers.

One of the greatest prayer promises in the Bible is Romans 8:32. “He who 
did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give us all things?” God is such a loving, caring Fa-
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ther that He has already given you the most valuable asset in Heaven: Jesus. 
Since God has already done that, do you think He has any trouble giving you 
anything else you need?

Applying the Parable

• Are you bold in your prayers? Give an example.

• Why do you think the disciples wanted to learn to pray?

• In the context of prayer, define “ask, seek, and knock” in your own words.

• How does this parable shape your understanding of who God is?

Implications and Actions

You and I are bundles of needs from the cradle to the grave, and Jesus men-
tions two of our basic needs in this parable—physical and spiritual needs. 
First, He wants to meet your physical needs. Jesus mentions a child asking 
for food, a fish, or an egg. Those are basic needs. They aren’t luxuries. A good 
father is not going to deny his child these things. Ask God the Father for the 
things you need to sustain you physically. But also note Jesus taught that 
God wants to meet your spiritual needs, namely the Holy Spirit (verse 13). 
The Spirit of God comes to live in your heart to inhabit your personality and 
be with you forever. There isn’t anything God will withhold from us when we 
pray according to His will.

Questions

1. What are you praying about right now? Where do you think God is 
leading you, concerning an answer to that prayer?
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2. Name someone whose prayer life you admire. What do you want to 
emulate about that person?

3. Assuming you’ve prayed about a specific request, what action can 
you now take?

4. What would your life look like if God answered your greatest 
prayers right now?
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MAIN IDEA
What you give to God and His work is as 
valuable as making a deposit in Heaven 
for eternity.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Are you rich toward God?

STUDY AIM
To achieve success in God’s eyes by hav-
ing a good relationship with Him, which 
produces a good relationship with other 
people

QUICK READ
If you have a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ, you are rich toward God and 
that is something you can never lose! Fo-
cusing on wealth and riches miscalculates 
the true meaning of life and results in 
foolish behavior.
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Introduction

There is one word in this parable that rivets my attention: “Fool!” Jesus 
warned in Matthew 5:22 about the danger of calling someone a fool. How-
ever, in this story it is God Himself who calls the foolish farmer a fool for 
being greedy. It doesn’t bother me too much if another person calls me a fool, 
because, like Paul, I don’t mind being known as a fool for Christ’s sake (1 Cor-
inthians 4:10). But I certainly don’t want to reach the end of my life and have 
God call me a fool—how about you?

If we agree that we don’t want that to happen, we must pay close atten-
tion to the kind of person God calls a fool. Although the man in the parable 
appears successful because of his wealth and accomplishments, he is a total 
failure in life. Hopefully, we can learn from his mistakes and avoid them at all 
costs. Instead of storing up possessions here on earth, the parable teaches us 
that what you give to God and His work is as valuable as making a deposit in 
Heaven for eternity.

Entrepreneur or Fool

In Jesus’ time, the economy was agriculturally based. Crops were the main 

source of income, and the haves and the have nots were divided along this 

line. If you owned land and farmed successfully, you were wealthy. If you did 

not own land, you often worked for the landowner instead, or you may have 

tended a small farm yourself. The Jewish audience of that day would have 

recognized the man in the parable was rich because he had a bumper crop 

with such a surplus that he had to build bigger barns. Land ownership and 

agriculture were much more stable investments than something as tenuous 

as trade. The Romans made significant developments in agriculture, but they 

were also religious/superstitious and often prayed to their gods to bless their 

harvest. If this man was around today, he would be considered a brilliant en-

trepreneur and named Businessman of the Year; but God named him some-

thing else—a fool.

Each year, Forbes Magazine publishes its much-anticipated list of the ten 
richest people in America. Americans look up to people like Warren Buffett 
and Bill Gates and use them as the model to define true American success. 
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Wouldn’t it be great if Forbes or some other magazine published a list of the 
ten best dads? Or the ten best moms? Or the ten most fulfilled or content 
people? How about the ten happiest married couples? Like the foolish farm-
er, most Americans think true success comes when they have accumulated so 
much stuff that they can just sit back and say, “Take it easy! Eat, drink, and 
be merry!”

Luke 12:13-21

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide 

the inheritance with me.”
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 

you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”
16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yield-

ed an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have 

no place to store my crops.’
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build 

bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, 

“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink 

and be merry.”’
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be de-

manded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but 

is not rich toward God.”

What Real Success Is Not (12:13-15)

In our culture, success is measured by how much money you make and how 
many toys, property, real estate, or business interests you possess. But real 
success in the Bible is not attained when you have a fat bank account or a 
house full of gadgets. Success in God’s eyes is based on a good relationship 
with Him, which produces good relationships with other people. That is the 
definition of a successful life. Listen to the way God describes success in Jer-
emiah 9:23-24. “This is what the Lord says: ‘Let not the wise boast of their 
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wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of their riches, 
but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding 
to know me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righ-
teousness on earth, for in these I delight,’ declares the Lord.”

Jesus clearly states in Luke 12:15 that a person’s life is not determined 
by the abundance of his possessions. In this parable, Jesus taught a differ-
ent definition for success than our materialistic culture teaches. According to 
John 10:10, true success is when you experience “life to the full.” When Jesus 
spoke of life, He didn’t use the word bios, which means physical existence; we 
get our word biology from that. He used the word zoa in John 10:10, which 
means a quality of living. True success is knowing God and loving God.

Fools Are Self-Centered (12:16-19)

Another problem with the foolish farmer—he was self-centered. Beginning 
in verse 17, notice how many times he used a form of the first-person pro-
noun: “What shall I do? I have no place to store MY crops.” “This is what I’LL 
do. I will tear down MY barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store MY 
surplus grain. And I’LL say to MYSELF...” In a space of a few dozen words, he 
used “I,” “me” or “my” 10 times! Every fourth word was about himself. This 
farmer was all wrapped up in himself, and when a person is all wrapped up in 
themselves, they make a pretty small package.

The essence of all sin is self-centeredness. Adam and Eve didn’t eat the 
forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden because they hated God; they disobeyed 
because it was the selfish thing to do. There was a taste and knowledge they 
had not yet experienced, so to satisfy this self-craving they munched away—
until they ate themselves out of house and home. The Bible confirms you are 
a fool if you are living a self-centered life. Proverbs 28:26 says, “Those who 
trust in themselves are fools...”

The best way to guarantee a miserable life is to focus only on pleasing 
yourself. The best way to guarantee you’ll have a miserable marriage is to fo-
cus only on yourself and your own needs, rather than focusing on the needs 
and desires of your mate.
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Wealth Does Not Reduce Stress (12:16-19)

This poor, rich farmer believed like many Americans: “If only I had a little 
more money, life automatically would be better.” In fact, he planned to take 
it easy once he finished accumulating a little more (12:19). He was a fool 
for thinking life would be easier just because he had more money. Howard 
Hughes made more than a billion dollars in his lifetime. And that was back 
when a billion dollars was really a billion dollars. He spent the last, lonely 
years of his life hiding in the Xanadu Hotel in Freeport, Grand Bahamas Is-
land. He was so sick and miserable he couldn’t even enjoy a good meal. At one 
time in his life he probably thought, “if I could just make a little more money, 
I could spend the rest of my life taking it easy.” He was mistaken.

I’ve known a few wealthy people, and their lives are not free of stress. In 
fact, if you were to ask rich people if having a lot of money reduces stress, 
you’d be surprised to learn that wealth often produces its own kind of stress 
and pressure. Great wealth is often more of a burden than a blessing. The 
richest man in the Bible was Solomon. In today’s dollars, he would have been 
wealthier than Bill Gates. He had unlimited free slave labor to build his pal-
aces and stables. But as Solomon approached old age, he wrote in Ecclesias-
tes 2:10-11: “I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart 
no pleasure. My heart took delight in all my labor, and this was the reward 
for all my toil. Yet when I surveyed all that, my hands had done and what I 
had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; 
nothing was gained under the sun.” Do you hear the stress and regret in his 
lament?

You can chase the wind, but you’ll never grab it. You can seek for happi-
ness and purpose in accumulating wealth and possessions, but you won’t find 
it. The truth is that life will never be trouble-free. The only stress-free people 
are in the cemetery. Eliphaz said, “Yet man is born for trouble as surely as 
sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7).

Do Not Miscalculate the Length of Life (12:20-21)

Our farmer could understand the agriculture futures market, planting, har-
vesting, the weather, labor, and construction. But he made one terrible mis-
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calculation: he didn’t figure on dying so soon. He thought he had plenty of 
good things for many years (12:19). He did have plenty of good things, but he 
didn’t have many years left.

Some people’s motto is, “Live as if there’s no tomorrow.” When what they 
really mean is: “Live as if there is no eternity.” Compared to eternity, this 
life is very brief. James 4:14 says: “…What is your life? You are a mist that 
appears for a little while and then vanishes.” When I walk outside in winter, I 
can see a little cloud form whenever I breathe—but it disappears in less than 
a second. That’s how long your life is from heaven’s perspective.

There is another thing besides happiness money can’t buy—and it’s time. 
What is the meaning of life? Do we exist just to work 60 hours a week, so we 
can make a bunch of money, so we can retire and relax? When you under-
stand that God can demand your life at any time, it will change your entire 
outlook. Suddenly, making a million bucks before you retire doesn’t seem as 
important.

Rich Toward God (12:21)

If we spend our lives stockpiling good things for ourselves, Jesus says we are 
fools, too (12:21). But He indicates there is another kind of wealth—being 
rich toward God. Being rich toward God has nothing to do with your finan-
cial net worth. You can be dirt poor and still not be rich toward God. Or you 
may be a millionaire and you may be rich toward God. It all depends on the 
location of your treasure. Most real estate experts will tell you the three most 
important factors in real estate are location, location, location. The same is 
true with your riches: location, location, location.

In Matthew 6:19-20, Jesus said to stockpile treasures in heaven. “Do 
not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin de-
stroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves trea-
sures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves 
do not break in and steal.” If you are hoarding and storing your resources in 
a bank vault or securities portfolio, you can’t take it with you when you die. 
But Jesus taught that you can send it on ahead!
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Applying the Parable

• How does the American definition of success contrast with Jesus’ defi-

nition?

• What does it mean to store up treasures in heaven?

• In what specific ways have you already “sent ahead” heavenly treasure 

by supporting ministry on earth?

• How does this parable shape your understanding of what is most im-

portant in life?

Implications and Actions

George Washington Truett was the pastor of First Baptist Church in Dal-
las for 47 years (1897–1944). He once visited a wealthy West Texas rancher 
and had dinner in his palatial ranch home. After dinner, the rancher took Dr. 
Truett up to a veranda on top of his house and lit up a big cigar. The sun was 
setting, and if you’ve been to West Texas, you know you can see a long way 
out there. The man pointed to the south toward some oil rigs and said, “I own 
everything in that direction as far as you can see.” He pointed east toward 
some cotton fields and said, “And I own everything in that direction, too.” 
He pointed north toward a huge herd of cattle and bragged, “And, preacher, I 
own everything as far as you can see in that direction.” He turned to the west, 
and said, “And I own everything you can see in that direction, except the sun, 
of course.” Dr. Truett, turned to the man and pointed straight up the sky and 
said, “And how much do you own in that direction, my friend?” Ask yourself 
the same question.

I’ve known people who have been blessed with a lot of money, and the 
happiest ones are those who have learned to give most of it away. What 
you give to God and His work is like making a deposit in Heaven. For many 
Christians, their most valuable assets are in Heaven right now because they 
have invested and/or worked in ministries for many years. They love Jesus so 
dearly and are always looking in that direction for hope and help. He is their 
treasure. Knowing Jesus must hold the highest value in our lives—so much 
so we are willing to liquidate everything else that will not transfer to eternity.
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Questions

1. What is your greatest temptation when it comes to handling materi-
al possessions properly?

2. When was a time you gave away something of value and it gave you 
great joy?

3. What mistakes did the farmer make that you want to avoid at all 
costs?

4. How can you encourage others to make Jesus their number one 
focus in life?
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Introduction

There is an entire theological or philosophical study called theodicy. It asks 
the simple question: If God is entirely good, and entirely powerful—why is 
there suffering? If you go into a jewelry store and ask to look at diamonds, 
the salesperson won’t display the diamonds on the glass case but on a piece 
of black cloth. Against that dark background the brilliance and beauty of the 
diamond can best be seen. The glory of the resurrection shines more brightly 
displayed against the dark background of Christ’s suffering.

Without the cross and the resurrection of Jesus, suffering has no mean-
ing; it becomes a hopeless encounter with pain. But Jesus’ suffering on the 
cross ensures us that He loves us and knows what it’s like to endure difficulty. 
Jesus overcame evil once and for all and came bursting forth from the tomb 
on Easter morning. Some people look at what the Bible says about God and 
then look around in the world and claim, “The character of God and the real-
ity of suffering contradict each other!” It’s perfectly acceptable to ask ques-
tions about suffering. Christianity and the Bible can easily endure honest 
intellectual scrutiny, as it has done for centuries. Suffering has puzzled hu-
manity for centuries.

Historical Background

The historical background to verses 1-2 involves, first, a controversy between 

Pilate, the cruel Roman governor, and some Galileans (men from Galilee) who 

were in the Temple getting ready to make their sacrifices. Pilate did not trust 

the Jews, so he disguised Roman soldiers as Jews to intermingle among the 

Jews and keep their eye on them in the Temple. For some unknown reason, 

on a certain day, Pilate gave the order to massacre this group of worshipers. 

The Jews were outraged that Pilate would mingle the blood of the worshipers 

with their sacrifices, which became the context of this conversation Jesus had 

in Luke 13. The second historical event was in regard to a tower that fell in 

Siloam, a neighborhood south of the Old City in Jerusalem, that resulted in 

the death of 18 people. There are no details in the biblical account, but the 

tower of Siloam may have been part of a Roman aqueduct system or other 

construction project.
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In the 1970s, a sitcom called “All in the Family” was very popular in 
America, and it addressed every subject under the sun–and then some. On 
one episode, they even addressed the reality of suffering and belief in God. 
Michael asks his father-in-law, Archie, why the world was filled with suffering 
if there was a God. Archie deflects the question to his naively innocent wife, 
Edith, who says that perhaps it’s because the suffering here makes us appre-
ciate Heaven. Amid a funny show, the writers wrote something profound in 
the script. There is no suffering in Heaven—it is unique to our earthly expe-
rience.

There was no suffering in the Garden of Eden. But when our ancestors, 
Adam and Eve chose to disobey a loving God, suffering became a reality. We 
are still living in a world affected by the results of sin in the same way that 
after a nuclear explosion, the fallout lingers for many years. We are living the 
“fallout” from the fall of mankind. God is not the source of evil; Satan and sin 
are responsible.

Human suffering is produced from two different sources, both of which 
Jesus addressed in His recounting of two tragedies in Jewish history juxta-
posed with a parable in Luke 13.

Luke 13:1-9

1 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the 

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus an-

swered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the 

other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless 

you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the 

tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all 

the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you 

too will all perish.”
6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, 

and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the 

man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming 

to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why 

should it use up the soil?’
8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig 

around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it 

down.’”
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Suffering Is the Result of Moral Evil (13:1-3)

One source of suffering is moral evil—evil choices made by evil people. The 
world has always had to deal with cruel, wicked people like Pilate who ordered 
the death of the Galileans. Whether it’s Hitler ordering the death of six mil-
lion Jews or the misguided religious zeal of the Muslim terrorists on 9/11, we 
are all aware of examples of pure evil.

The Bible speaks of the depravity of the human heart. “The heart is de-
ceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 
17:9). Jesus said, “For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil 
thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, 
deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly (Mark 7:21-22). If you 
carry a key, it is a testimony to the fact you have to lock up things in our 
society, or some mean person will steal your car or your possessions. We are 
basically sinners who must have a life-transforming encounter with God to 
become better people. So, we can’t blame God for the actions of wicked peo-
ple. When God created us, He gave us the freedom to choose, and some peo-
ple choose to commit acts of evil and violence.

Suffering Is the Result of Natural Evil (13:4-5)

A second source of suffering is that we also live in a world of accidents and 
disasters. You could even include disease in this category. We live in a fallen, 
messed up world. When Adam and Eve sinned, they opened a Pandora’s Box 
of troubles for them and for their descendants. Pilate acted wickedly—we 
don’t know why. We don’t know why the tower of Siloam fell; we just know 18 
people died. Perhaps it was human error—it wasn’t built well. Or perhaps it 
was an unavoidable accident.

Romans 8:22 says, “We know that the whole creation has been groaning 
as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.” Ours is a beautiful 
world in many ways—but it is also imperfect. The Bible says the very creation 
itself has been whacked out of kilter; you can almost hear it groaning like a 
person in pain. Creation isn’t running right because of sin. One day, creation 
itself will be fixed and redeemed, but for the time being there are storms, 
accidents, and disease. Don’t blame God; we messed it up.
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The question in the minds of Jesus’ audience was, “Why did those peo-
ple suffer and die from Pilate’s cruelty or from the tower falling?” The as-
sumption was that they must have been bad people to suffer like that. We 
have a tendency to look at someone and think they are just getting what they 
deserve. Why do good people suffer? It’s actually not a very good question, 
because no person is good in the first place! “Why do you call me good?” Jesus 
answered. “No one is good—except God alone” (Luke 18:19).

Maybe you’ve pondered the mystery, “Why do bad things happen to good 
people?” Have you ever stopped to wonder, “Why do good things happen to 
bad people like me?” Suffering is no respecter of persons; everyone will suf-
fer. In fact, the Bible promises those who follow Christ will suffer (2 Timothy 
3:12). But the good news is that any suffering we endure in this world is 
only temporary. The Bible says in Romans 8:17-18, “Now if we are children, 
then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share 
in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider that 
our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us.” Yes, we will suffer in this life—but this life is not all there is.

God Extends His Grace Period to You (13:6-9)

On the surface, you may think the story about the fig tree in 13:6-9 is un-
related to what Jesus is saying about suffering and repentance. But He uses 
this parable as a powerful way to illustrate His point. The owner of the farm 
is God, and the fig tree is Israel. God is ready to cut the fig tree down, because 
for three years there is no fruit. But He decides to give it another season to 
see if it will become fruitful. You can’t miss the point. Jesus had been preach-
ing for three years at this point, and within a few months, He would go to the 
cross. Israel had not yet become fruitful in accepting the Messiah, so God was 
giving them a longer period to repent and accept Jesus.

The message is the same to us today. If you haven’t trusted Jesus as your 
Savior yet, God is giving you another chance to surrender to Him.

Some insurance policies have what is called a “grace period.” If you don’t 
pay your premium on time, the insurance company extends your coverage for 
a short while, hoping you’ll pay. But if you don’t do so, the grace period runs 
out, and the policy will be canceled. God has a grace period, too. We are living 
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in the age of grace today. Salvation is free—but there is a limit to your grace 
period. You are facing a Divine Deadline.

Actually, it could be one of two deadlines: you could die unexpectedly 
and that’s the end of your grace period. Or Jesus could come suddenly and 
rapture the Church. At that point, your grace period runs out. Like the old 
country preacher said, “You are either going to meet the undertaker, or the 
upper taker, but either way, you’d better be ready to meet God!”

If you are not a Christian, God is giving you an extension to your grace 
period. Right now, He can promise you forgiveness and eternal life, but He 
doesn’t promise you another chance tomorrow. You may not live until tomor-
row—or Jesus could return at any moment. People sometimes say, “It’s never 
too late.” When it comes to accepting God’s grace, it can be too late.

You are like the fig tree in the parable. God is showing you His grace and 
patience by giving you another chance to become fruitful in Christ. The Bible 
says in 2 Peter 3:9: “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead, he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

This leads us to the most important question you’ll ever ask. It is not, 
“Why do good people suffer?” The most important question is, “Am I ready to 
meet God?” Where will you spend eternity?

Suffering Amplifies God’s Message—Repent or Perish! 
(13:3, 5)

When asked why Pilate killed the people or why the 18 died when the tower 
fell, Jesus gave the same reply twice: “…unless you repent, you too will all per-
ish.” To repent means to change your mind, and then change your behavior. 
It’s a word that means “to turn.” If you are driving down the highway and a 
passenger says to “turn right,” you turn the steering wheel to the right and 
change direction. That’s a good picture of the Bible word for “repent.” You 
change your mind about your direction, and then you change your direction. 
To repent means you turn from sin, and you turn to Jesus.

Repentance is not a single action; it is a lifestyle. We must be continually 
repenting throughout our lives if we want to be right with God. When I read 
in the Bible that I’m thinking a way the Bible says is wrong, I need to repent 
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immediately. If I read in the Scriptures that I should be doing something I’m 
not doing, I need to repent and start doing it (James 4:17).

Applying the Parable

• In what ways does earthly suffering make you appreciate your future in 

Heaven where there will be no suffering?

• What is faulty about the question, “Why do bad things happened to 

good people?”

• When was a time you questioned why you were suffering?

• How has God used difficulty and suffering to grow your faith in Him?

Implications and Actions

Repentance is not easy because the first step in repentance is admitting you 
are wrong—and that is not a natural human tendency. Most of us have be-
ing right down to an art. God used many tools to call us to repentance, even 
our suffering. When everything is going wonderful in your life, you may not 
think you need God. But suffering gets our attention and reminds us that 
we cannot make it without God. God doesn’t create evil or suffering, but He 
will certainly use the suffering that is a part of this fallen world to call you to 
repent. Is there something you need to change your mind about today, and 
then change your behavior? God may be shouting to you, “Repent! Repent!” 
Are you listening?

Questions

1.  What does it mean to repent? Explain it in your own words.
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2.  What important life lessons can you learn from your current and 
future difficulties?

3.  Based on what you learned in this lesson, how would you answer 
the question, “If there is a God, why is there so much suffering?”

4.  Considering the truths in Luke 13, how can you comfort others who 
are going through difficult times?
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Introduction

There is a difference between a reason and an excuse. There are times when 
we may have a legitimate reason for what we do or don’t do. An excuse is 
actually the skin of a reason stuffed with a lie. Empty excuses for not fully 
committing our lives to God anger the Lord.

Remember, studying a parable of Jesus is like peeling an onion because 
every parable has several layers of application. The outer layer is the story it-
self. In this parable, a rich man invited people to a wedding feast. Below that 
is the historical layer that spoke to Jesus’ original audience in that place and 
time. The religious leaders understood this parable pointed out the empty 
excuses the Jews made, instead of responding to God’s invitation to come to 
Him. In this story, when the host invites others to take their place, the Phari-
sees were incensed that Jesus would imply that the God of Israel was going to 
invite the Gentiles to come into His family. Those were fighting words!

Let’s peel off another layer and we’ll find the layer of personal applica-
tion—what is God saying to you right now about the excuses you make about 
coming to Him and serving Him?

Luke 14:12-24

12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do 

not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich 

neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 
13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 

blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will 

be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, 

“Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”
16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and in-

vited many guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell 

those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’
18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just 

bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’
19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way 

to try them out. Please excuse me.’
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20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’
21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the 

owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly 

into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, 

the blind and the lame.’
22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is 

still room.’
23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country 

lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell 

you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’”

The Invitation

The parable begins with a rich man inviting guests to come to a wedding 

feast. According to verse 16, it was a “great” banquet, and “many” guests were 

invited; it was the social event of the season. Of all the occasions in Jewish 

culture, the wedding feast was the most joyous celebration. It was Jewish 

custom to send an early invitation giving the day of the banquet, but no time 

was set. The guests would go ahead and accept the invitation, and then on 

the day of the banquet, the servants would simply go out and announce the 

banquet was ready. It seems this was a last-minute invitation in the parable, 

but it was simply following the culture of the day. One of the characters in the 

parable used his new marriage as an excuse not to attend. However, it was 

unheard of in Jewish culture to invite a man to a wedding feast and not invite 

the wife. They were both invited, but he didn’t want to accept the invitation, 

so his marriage was just a convenient excuse like the others.

God Invites Everyone to Celebrate (14:12-15)

The most expensive weddings in modern history take place in locations such 
as India and Dubai and cost upwards of $100 million dollars. The ceremony 
and celebrations take place over many days. The meals are extravagant, and 
the wedding dress itself can cost tens of thousands of dollars. The fireworks 
budget alone at the wedding reception can be astonishing. That’s nothing 
compared to the glory and the splendor of the celebration of life God invites 
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you to enjoy. Jesus said, “…I have come that they may have life, and have it 
to the full” (John 10:10). I’m talking about a relationship with God that far 
surpasses any celebration you’ve ever experienced on earth.

The Christian experience of salvation is like a delicious banquet. You can 
enjoy all-you-can-eat Bread of Life, free refills of Living Water, and the meat 
of the Word. Salvation is a blessing buffet that includes saucers of salvation, 
the fruit of forgiveness, kegs of kindness, jugs of joy, platters of peace, layers 
of love, and dishes of devotion—it is a feast to enjoy! It is filling, but best of 
all—it’s free! And you are invited.

The preface to this parable is important because it sets the context for 
God’s invitation to enjoy eternal life—that invitation is to everyone. Notice 
in verse 13 that this is the exact guest list that ends up being invited at the 
end of the parable (verse 21). In the story, the servants are sent out to in-
vite all kinds of people: the poor, crippled, blind, and lame. Jesus used these 
suffering people as an example because the self-righteous Pharisees thought 
these people were blind, poor, and lame because God was punishing them. In-
stead, Jesus was showing that God loves all kinds of people and offers them 
life.

Many people think the Christian life is a dull, boring, sad existence. Un-
believers sometimes think that in order to become a Christian, they must 
stop having fun. Where did they get this idea? I’m afraid it’s from watch-
ing some people who claim to be a Christian, but they have lost the joy of 
their salvation. They get this idea from attending churches where the service 
more closely resembles a funeral service than a celebration. A joyless, gloomy 
Christian is a contradiction of terms! We must stop enduring religion and 
start enjoying a relationship with Jesus.

The Celebration Is Ready (14:16-17)

Because my wife is a true Southern lady, whenever we are invited to some-
one’s home for dinner she always asks, “Is there anything I can bring?” That’s 
a polite thing to ask. But when you are invited to God’s salvation banquet, 
there’s nothing to bring. There’s nothing you can do, it’s all ready. Like the 
rich man in the parable said in verse 17, “Come, everything is now ready!”
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I believe one of God’s favorite words is “come.” All throughout the Bible, 
He invites people to Himself. I love Jesus’ words in Matthew 11:28: “Come to 
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” That’s ex-
actly what some of you need; you are weary and burdened and you need rest. 
But that’s not the only invitation God extends. When God was preparing to 
destroy wicked humanity with the flood, He directed Noah to build an ark. 
When the waters of judgment came, God was already on the ark. That’s why 
we read these words in Genesis 7:2, “Then the Lord said to Noah, ‘Come into 
the ark...’” (NKJV). Some of you need to come into the safety of God’s ark, 
Jesus, so you can escape the waters of judgment you are facing. One of my 
favorite verses in all the Bible is found in Isaiah 1:18, where we read, “‘Come 
now, let us settle the matter,’ says the Lord. ‘Though your sins are like scar-
let, they shall be as white as snow...’” If you come to the Lord, He can totally 
cleanse you. On the last page of the Bible, God gives one final invitation: “‘The 
Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come!’ Let 
the one who is thirsty come;...” (Revelation 22:17).

From Genesis to Revelation, God has been holding out His arms to sinful 
people saying, “Come to me. I love you, and I can help you.” It’s hard to believe 
anyone would decline His invitation to salvation, but many do.

Excuses Are Insulting (14:18-20)

In verse 18, Jesus said of the invited guests, “…they all alike began to make 
excuses.” Remember, the invitation setting the day of the banquet had al-
ready been extended and accepted weeks earlier. But these people began to 
make lame excuses at the last minute. In the Middle East, to decline an in-
vitation from a great man was like a slap in the face, an egregious insult. In 
verse 21, we are told the host of the party became angry. Likewise, empty 
excuses people try to offer God regarding why they can’t participate in a rela-
tionship with Him still anger Him.

An excuse is the skin of a reason stuffed with a lie. I say that because our 
culture has refined the art of making excuses for everything from missing 
work to breaking our promises. We see three excuses given in Jesus’ parable. 
They are the same excuses people give to God today. On the surface, they may 
appear to be legitimate reasons, but when you examine them, you’ll discover 
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they are empty excuses the guests gave simply because they didn’t want to 
attend the party.

Excuse #1: I’ve got to take care of my stuff!
The first man said he just bought some land and he had to go examine it. 
Would you buy a piece of property without seeing it first? If you would, I’ve 
got some prime oceanfront property in Amarillo I want to sell you! This man 
represents folks who are so possessed by their possessions, they are con-
trolled by them. They spend their lives buying more and more stuff, and then 
they have to spend time maintaining and using all their stuff. Jesus said, “…
life does not consist in an abundance of possessions” (Luke 12:15).

Excuse #2: My job keeps me too busy!
The second fellow indicated he just purchased five yokes of oxen, so he was 
going out to test them. These wedding feasts were always held in the evening, 
so it is unlikely that he was going outside in the darkness to practice plowing 
with his new oxen. But you and I know dozens of people who don’t have time 
for God because they stay so busy with their jobs. They are consumed by their 
work and can’t squeeze God into their busy schedule. I’ve known folks who at 
one time served God, but they became so successful they no longer had time 
to serve the Lord in their church. Are you using your job as an excuse for not 
giving God 100% of your life?

Excuse #3: My family takes up my time!
The third man was a newlywed who basically blamed his wife for not being 
able to attend the party. Spending time with your wife and family is a noble 
pursuit. It is a much better investment of your time than working or watch-
ing TV. However, choosing not to go to church regularly because you reserve 
Sundays for family outings is a poor decision. The very best family outing is 
to take your family to worship with you. You can’t use your family as an ex-
cuse for not coming to God.

No excuse holds water with God. You can lie and deceive other people, 
but you can’t fake it with God. There is no legitimate reason for not accepting 
His invitation to have a relationship with Him. In Romans 1:20 we read, “For 
since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power 
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and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has 
been made, so that people are without excuse.”

God has placed you on this earth with a few years of physical life so you 
can choose to come to Him. He’s watching—there will be a test—and God 
doesn’t grade on the curve. You can make excuses galore while you are here, 
but one day, all the “reasons” you give for not coming to God and serving Him 
will become empty excuses.

Invite Others to the Party (14:21-24)

When the master learned the guests refused to come, he didn’t cancel the 
party. He just expanded his invitation to include everyone in the region. At 
this point in the parable, the message is clear. Those of us who have accepted 
God’s invitation to His salvation party are now the servants He sends out to 
invite others. Every Christian is like a heavenly Postal Carrier, or UPS work-
er, or FedEx worker. God has issued the invitation of salvation to everyone. 
We are to deliver God’s invitation to come to Him. And we are instructed to 
invite everyone. A person who actively tries to lead people to Christ is called 
a soul-winner, based upon the words found in Proverbs 11:30, “…The one 
who is wise saves lives.” Are you doing as the Master commanded? Have you 
delivered His invitation to anyone?

God’s servants must bring people into His house until it’s full. After the 
first rounds of invitations, the servants returned and said, “There is still 
room.” He sent them out again and said, “Compel them to come in.” Sadly, 
that has been used throughout history to justify religious persecution and 
was the basis of the bloody Inquisition. We should always invite others in 
loving kindness and use tact and gentleness. However, God does want us to 
have a sense of urgency and fervency as we go.
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Applying the Parable

• What three excuses did the characters in this parable make?

• What are the common excuses you hear others give regarding why they 

cannot pursue a relationship with God?

• When are you tempted to make an excuse instead of obeying God’s 

commands?

• Why do you think excuses anger God?

Implications and Actions

We must always be making room for one more in God’s family. Make room in 
your church for more people to come into the family of God. God wants His 
house to be full, and He wants us to keep bringing folks into His family. When 
a church stops going on mission and stops bringing people to Christ, that’s 
when the church starts dying.

God’s servants today deliver a simple but beautiful invitation to any man, 
woman, boy, or girl who needs Him:

You are cordially invited to come and enjoy the delicious banquet of my 
salvation. Serving will begin at My House and will continue for eternity. 
I’d love for you to come and get to know Me personally—and join my Fam-
ily. This feast is free to you because the cost has already been paid by My 
precious Son, Jesus. You are receiving this invitation simply because I love 
you. Please join me...and you may come just as you are.
Sincerely,
God Almighty

What is your response? Will you accept His invitation? Or will you make 
an excuse? Will you invite others to join the celebration?
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Questions

1. Who can you invite to God’s celebration of life—either by sharing 
the Gospel or by inviting them to church so they can hear the gospel 
preached?

2. What can you do in your daily attitudes and actions to show others 
that Christianity is a celebration—not just dull rule-keeping?

3. What does this parable teach you about God’s loving character? 
Describe His nature in your own words.

4. What are you most looking forward to regarding the ultimate cele-
bration in Heaven with Christ?
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Introduction

What would you say are some of the most significant chapters in the Bible? 
I would add Luke 15 to the short list of the greatest chapters in the entire 
Bible. It contains three parables about things that were lost and then found. 
The first parable is about a lost sheep and the shepherd who goes out to res-
cue it. The second parable is about a lost coin and the woman who searches 
frantically for it. We’ll look at the third story about the Prodigal Son in an-
other lesson, but it’s about a son who becomes lost to his father. The theme 
connecting these three parables is the celebration that occurs when what was 
lost is found. The meaning of the parables is this: there is great rejoicing in 
Heaven when one person turns from their sins and puts their faith in Jesus 
Christ.

The world may be impressed when a church builds a huge building, but I 
don’t believe Heaven celebrates it too much. The world may be impressed by 
a church’s multitude of programs and ministries, but Jesus never said there 
was joy in the presence of angels over people gathering for Bible Study. He did 
say, not once, not twice, but three times in Luke 15 that there is great joy in 
Heaven when one person turns to God and receives His forgiveness.

The Lost Coin

In the parable about a woman losing a coin, we must understand the value of 

what’s been lost. Jesus tells how the woman had 10 coins and one of them 

went missing. The word Jesus used to describe the lost coin was similar to our 

penny today—it didn’t have much monetary value at the time. When we lose 

a penny, we’re not too concerned. If we see a penny on the street, sometimes 

we don’t even bother to pick it up. However, most biblical scholars believe the 

“coin” in the parable was actually part of a headdress Jewish brides wore on 

their wedding day comprised of 10 coins strung across their foreheads. It was 

part of their wedding attire, similar to a veil worn by a modern bride or the 

train of her wedding dress. Understanding this coin in greater context, you can 

see how this item would have great sentimental value because it was part of 

the woman’s wedding vows and evoked memories of her wedding day. That’s 

why she literally turned her house upside down to find it.
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What is it in life that excites you the most? What gives you the greatest 
joy imaginable? I will never forget baptizing one of our church members who 
demonstrated the joy of Heaven over one person’s decision to follow Christ. 
Sasha is an oncologist in Texas, and her life story reads like a movie script. 
She and her mother narrowly escaped communism in Yugoslavia and spent 
years running from persecution and living off the kindness of strangers who 
took them in. Sasha had never heard about Jesus until some Jesuit priests 
took them in and taught them about Christ. She and her mother arrived in 
America when Sasha was a young adult, possessing nothing but a suitcase 
and a handful of English words they learned watching television. Sasha was 
eventually and wondrously saved. When I stood with her in the baptistery 
and asked her, “Tell us, who is your Lord?” Sasha lifted her hands and shouted 
with great joy, “Jesus Christ is my Lord!” and danced a little jig. In response, 
our congregation started whooping, hollering, and clapping. I’ve never seen 
that reaction before or since, but it came the closest to imitating what Jesus 
says happens in Heaven when a person repents.

Luke 15:1-10

1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear 

Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred 

sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open 

country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds 

it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his 

friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found 

my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing 

in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who do not need to repent.
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she 

light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And 

when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, 

‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, 

there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 

repents.”
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The Saddest Experience of Life Is to be Lost (15:1-4)

In the parable about the lost lamb, God is the Shepherd, and the lost lamb 
represents us. In Isaiah 53:6, the Bible says, “We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him 
[Jesus] the iniquity of us all.” Sheep are dumb, defenseless, and directionless. 
You won’t see any trained sheep acts at the circus. Almost all animals have ei-
ther claws, sharp teeth, quills, a hard shell, or speed to escape predators—but 
not a lamb—they have no defenses. Sheep get lost easily, too. Cats and dogs 
can often find their way back home, but sheep are hopelessly lost.

In many respects, we are the same way in our ability to rescue ourselves 
from our lost condition. A lost soul is the most tragic condition in life. I once 
knew a man in Alabama who at one time was very wealthy, but because of 
some unwise investments, he lost it all. It’s terrible to lose a fortune, but 
that’s nothing compared to the tragedy of a lost soul.

I sat at the bedside of a young man ravaged by Hodgkin’s Disease. A few 
months earlier he had been strong and healthy, but he became a shell of a 
man. It’s terrible when someone loses his health, but not nearly as terrible 
as a lost soul.

You can lose your mind, and it’s still not as tragic as a lost soul. You can 
lose your character, and it’s not as bad as a losing your soul. Death will heal 
the loss of a fortune, or a loss of health, or a loss of a mind—but a lost soul 
is for eternity. We are all like a lost lamb or a lost coin at one time in our 
lives. Jesus can never find you until you admit you are a lost sinner. Without 
Christ, we are lost.

Jesus Searches for Us in Order to Save Us (15:4-7)

The shepherd in this parable does something surprising; he left the other 99 
sheep and sets off to find the single lost lamb. Many folks may think the 
shepherd was foolish to leave the 99 sheep. But remember—this is a picture 
of God in the parable. With Him, every individual matters. If the shepherd 
had 10,000 sheep and one was lost, I believe he would have left the 9,999 
and gone after the one. Why? Because it is the character of our God to love 
the individual and to seek the lost. If you were the only person on earth who 
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was lost and needed a Savior, I think Jesus would have still come to earth and 
died on a cross for your sins.

In Luke 19:10, Jesus said, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 
the lost.” In the other religions of the world, man is seeking and searching for 
God, but in the Christian faith it is the God of the Universe who comes seek-
ing and searching for you. Notice what happened when the shepherd found 
the lost lamb. He didn’t scold the lamb or take a whip and drive the lamb back 
to the flock. Instead, the shepherd picked up the lamb and carried him on his 
shoulder all the way back home. That detail in the story communicates how 
salvation is something Jesus does for us—not something we do for Him. He 
does it all. He carries us home.

The second parable has many of the same themes as the parable about 
the sheep.

God Has Gone to Extreme Measures to Rescue You (15:8-9)

In this parable, the woman was intent on finding the lost coin. She took two 
important actions. She lit a lamp, and she swept up the dirt on her floor. There 
is an important application we can make from these two details. First, Jesus 
lives to give you light. The woman lit a lamp to help her see clearly. It does 
help to have light when you are looking for something. Before Jesus finds us, 
we are lost in the darkness of sin. Jesus came into this world to provide the 
light of truth. In John 8:12, Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”

In the Bible, there is a connection between light and truth. God gives 
every person a measure of light, or truth, about Himself, even if they don’t 
have a Bible. They can look at Creation and understand Someone superior 
and intelligent designed it all. They can look within and understand that ev-
ery person is born with a sense of right and wrong—and understand there 
must be a moral absolute in the Universe. Everybody has some light. If you 
walk toward the light, God gives you more and more light about who Jesus is.

The second action the woman takes is to sweep the room. In the process 
of cleaning every square inch of the floor, the woman found the coin. There’s 
a significant lesson here as well. In addition to giving you light, Jesus desires 
to cleanse your life of all the “dirt” accumulated by sin. He died on the cross so 
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your sins could be forgiven. We read in 1 John 1:7, “…and the blood of Jesus, 
his Son, purifies us from all sin.” The Bible says there is cleansing power in the 
blood of Jesus. Before you can be found, you need the light of the Lord and 
the cleansing power of the Lord.

In both of these parables, the single theme that emerges is the joy of sal-
vation—being “found” by God. Let’s look at why Heaven rejoices over a single 
person who repents.

Heaven Rejoices Over Every Changed Life (15:10)

The jubilant shepherds called his friends, and they rejoiced over the little 
lamb that was lost and now found. The woman was so overjoyed when she 
recovered her lost coin, she planned a party. Remember, the saddest experi-
ence of life is to be spiritually lost. But to be found and rescued by God is the 
most joyous experience. First Peter 1:8-9 tells us, “Though you have not seen 
him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in 
him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving 
the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” You cannot lose your sal-
vation, but sadly, many people have lost the joy of their salvation.

Do you have a sense of this inexpressible and glorious joy? When Jesus 
is in your heart, there will be this sense of joy. In London, you can always tell 
if the Queen is in residence at Buckingham Palace because a certain flag flies 
over the palace whenever she is there. Even so, joy is the flag flying over the 
castle of our heart, announcing that the King is in residence there today. In 
John 15:11 Jesus said, “I have told unto you this so that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be complete.”
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Applying the Parable

• In your opinion, what does someone who has the “joy of salvation” do 

to express that joy? What does it look like in real life?

• Why do you think a lamb and a coin are good representations of a lost 

person?

• When was a time you celebrated someone else’s salvation? What did 

you do to celebrate?

• What do you think the celebration in Heaven looks like when someone 

repents?

Implications and Actions

We get so excited about other events in life—a win for our team, a promotion 
at work, graduation from school. I think our greatest celebration should be 
reserved for the time when someone comes into a saving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Why? Jesus teaches in these parables that God is like a shep-
herd who goes searching for one little lost lamb. When He finds him, God 
celebrates! God is like the woman who turns her house upside down to find 
the one lost coin—and when God finds that lost person, there is a party. Our 
God is personally interested in every lost lamb and every lost coin. He is in-
terested in the lost secretary at the office, the lost student in the classroom, 
the lost executive in the boardroom, and the lost drunkard on the street. He 
wants every lost person to be found. Our calling is simple: To share Christ 
and to show love.

Questions

1. What can you do in your everyday actions to show more “joy” over 
the fact that Jesus has saved you?
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2. Why do you think Christian joy is attractive to non-believers who 
may be curious about Christ? Why is a sullen Christian a turn-off?

3. If you had 30 seconds to tell someone why being saved brings you 
joy, what would you say?

4. What can you do to support evangelistic efforts in your church, 
knowing that the salvation of just one person leads to all of Heaven 
rejoicing?
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Introduction

Some people think the most important question in life is, “Do you believe in 
God?” But a more important question is, “What kind of God do you believe 
in?” There is something worse than being an atheist; it is believing in God 
but having an erroneous concept of Him. Many religions present different 
pictures of God. What is God really like? You can believe in God, but if you 
have a false conception of God, you are no better off than an atheist. In Luke 
15, Jesus shares three beautiful stories that paint an accurate portrait of the 
character and nature of God. Our lesson focuses on one of the most famil-
iar stories in the Bible, the third parable in a series of parables in Luke 15. 
Although this story is often called the Parable of the Prodigal Son, the key 
figure in the parable is the father. I prefer to call it the Parable of the Loving 
Father. The God of the Universe is like the father in this story. Jesus Christ 
came to planet earth to show us exactly what God is like and reveal His char-
acter and nature.

Luke 15:11-24

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger 

one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided 

his property between them.
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off 

for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After 

he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, 

and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen 

of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill 

his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him 

anything.
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set 

out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 

make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his 

father.
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“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and 

kissed him.
21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 

you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and 

put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the 

fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of 

mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began 

to celebrate.

Jewish Inheritance

In the story, there are two sons. The younger son demands to receive his 

inheritance, although his father is still alive. According to Jewish law, a father 

who had two sons was required to leave two-thirds of his estate to his older 

son and only one-third to his younger son. Only if there were no surviving 

sons, and no male descendants, would a man’s daughters inherit any money. 

Also, according to Jewish law, if there were no sons or daughters, then the 

estate passed to the man’s brothers, uncles, or nearest kin. The father was 

not conscripted by law to appease his younger son’s premature demand for 

money. We learn later in the story that the father is a man of means, with ser-

vants, fine clothes, jewelry, etc. Most of the estate would be tied up in assets. 

It probably took some time to sell some land or livestock or to liquidate other 

assets, but the father eventually came up with the required one-third amount 

and gave it willingly to his son.

We Worship a God Who Regrets Our Rebellion (15:11-19)

The parents of a prodigal child or grandchild know a type of pain few others 
can know. In my ministry, I have met many parents of prodigals. They all 
have different situations, but if I were to illustrate the pattern, it goes some-
thing like this. A child grows up in a loving family. The teenage years become 
a challenge, but no more so than any other family. Finally, the child goes 
off to college and eventually stops going to church. Alcohol or sometimes 
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drugs become a problem. Their visits home become less and less frequent. 
The parents call and text and even send packages and cards, but the child no 
longer acknowledges their gifts and doesn’t bother to return calls. Years go 
by. One day the parents get a letter (or a text) explaining that the child no 
longer wishes to speak to them and asks that further communication cease. 
“Don’t try to call me or find out where I am,” reads the letter. The parents are 
devastated, crushed, and heartbroken beyond belief. How could this happen?

Those of you who have prodigal children or grandchildren in your fami-
ly know the kind of pain the Father God feels. You know what it is to have 
grown children who are alienated from you, and it hurts. In this parable is a 
perfect example of a rebellious, disrespectful child. We can tell from the way 
he welcomed him back that the father’s heart was broken when his son left 
home. I think the father shed many tears over his son’s foolish behavior.

Clearly, the father in this parable represents God. He is a loving Father 
who will let you walk away from fellowship with Him if you desire, but it 
breaks His fatherly heart when you do so. The Bible says in Ephesians 4:30, 
“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God…” Rebellious Christians grieve God 
by their behavior. Some people say the son represents a person who has nev-
er been saved, but I think it’s obvious the younger son represents those of us 
who already have a relationship with God. He is our Father, and we are His 
children. There’s a very important principle you must understand. You can-
not sever your relationship with God—but you can certainly break fellowship 
with Him. The whole time the prodigal son was away, he was still a son, but 
He had left the presence and favor of his father. Christians can do that, too.

Once you become a Christian, God establishes a love relationship with 
you. He is your Father, and nothing can ever change that. But if you choose 
to rebel and disobey the Father, He’ll allow it. He will never leave you, but if 
you walk out of fellowship with Him—He will let you go. He doesn’t coerce 
obedience and loyalty from you; He wants you to freely love and serve Him.

The father in this parable didn’t fling himself across the door and say, 
“Stop it, Son! I won’t let you leave!” That’s not the nature of God. He loves 
you so much He allows you to make your own choices, even though He knows 
what the consequences will be. Just as the father in this parable grieved be-
cause his son walked out, even so God the Father grieves when one of His 
children walks out of fellowship with Him.
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The wayward son didn’t fare so well in the far country. Jesus used six 
words in verse 13 to describe what happened: He “squandered his wealth in 
wild living.” Much can be read into those words. Before this boy could turn 
around, it was all gone. He ended up in a pigpen slopping hogs. Jesus said 
he “came to his senses” and realized a servant in his father’s house had it 
better than he did. All of his father’s farmhands got three meals a day, and he 
couldn’t even eat the corncobs the pigs were eating! He finally reached what I 
have coined as the P.O.T.D.—the Point of Total Desperation. So, he swallowed 
something more tasteless than corncobs—his pride—and started the long 
journey back home.

God Runs When You Return (15:20)

Scholars have discovered a similar story to this parable existed among Jewish 
rabbis for many years before Jesus told His version. In the earlier form, the 
younger son ran away and spent all his father’s money and when he came 
crawling home, the father rejected him. So, as Jesus was telling this story, the 
Pharisees and tax collectors were thinking, “Yeah, I’ve heard this one before.” 
They expected Him to say, “One day the father saw his son returning. He 
waited with his arms crossed. The broken-down son begged his father to take 
him back. But the father looked away from him and said, ‘Forget it! You had 
your chance!’” In the original story, the father turned his son away and told 
him he was getting exactly what he deserved.

But Jesus gave a surprise twist to the plot. In a flash, the father realized 
it was his son making his way toward him down the road. Then the father did 
an amazing thing. He sprinted out to meet his son and kissed him. Verse 20 
described the father throwing his arms around the son and kissing him. The 
Greek verb used there indicates the father “kept on” kissing him. We would 
say he smothered him with kisses.

In the Jewish culture, men wore long robes. In order for a man to run, he 
had to lift the hem up and hold it high to keep from tripping over it. In doing 
so, he would bare his legs, which was considered highly undignified. Men of 
respect never ran; it would have been embarrassing. But can’t you see this 
father grabbing handfuls of his robe and running toward his son? He didn’t 
wait for the son to reach him; he ran to meet the son. Remember, the son had 
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been working in the pigpen. He looked and smelled awful, not exactly the 
kind of person you’d want to hug and kiss. The father could have said, “Clean 
yourself up before you come into this house!” But instead, the father accept-
ed him just as he was.

Some of you have drifted out of fellowship with God. You have walked 
away from the presence of your heavenly Father. You may sense that God is 
far away, but Jesus told this parable to show you that God is a loving heavenly 
Father who is longing for you to return.

What is God really like? The Bible says in John 4:24, “God is spirit…” 
meaning, He is not like us humans who hold grudges. It says elsewhere in 
1 John 1:5, “God is light…” meaning, He has no darkness within him. Some 
people see Him as someone waiting for you to make a mistake, so He can grab 
you and say, “I gotcha!” That’s not the God the Bible describes. Instead, He is 
a loving, compassionate God, which is why I love what Psalm 116:5 says: “The 
Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.”

God Restores You When You Repent (15:21-24)

When he finally came to his senses in the pigpen, the son rehearsed the 
speech he was going to give to his dad. “I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son” was his climactic line (verse 21). He made a mistake in his thinking. 
He never was worthy to be called a son of his father. Since he didn’t think 
he deserved to be a son, he was ready to ask his father to just make him like 
one of his servants. The point is, he never deserved to be a son—it was all by 
grace. And in the same way, none of us are ever worthy to be called child of 
God—it is all by grace. The father refused to entertain the idea his son would 
be a servant. You see, even when the son was in the far country, the relation-
ship was intact; it was the fellowship that was broken.

The father returned the son to fellowship in his family by clothing him, 
giving him a ring, and calling for a celebration meal. Immediately, the father 
commanded his servants to bring the best robe (verse 22). He took that beau-
tiful robe and lovingly placed it around his son who had likely been living in 
the same clothes for who knows how long. He gave him a ring (verse 22). 
Sons often wore family rings that had the family seal engraved upon it. The 
son probably left home with a ring like that but had pawned it off long ago. 
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The father put a new ring on his finger symbolizing his full status in the fam-
ily. Slaves didn’t wear shoes, but sons did. So the father had sandals put on 
his son’s feet (verse 22). The son probably hadn’t known a good, homecooked 
meal in quite some time, so the father commanded the fattened calf to be 
killed, so they could have a real Texas barbecue (verse 23). The father restored 
everything the son had lost. All the son left home looking for, he found back 
at his father’s house. He father’s love for his wayward son had never changed.

Applying the Parable

• What did the son plan on saying to his father when he returned home?

• How would you explain to someone else what it means to repent?

• How is it possible to break fellowship with God without breaking your 

relationship with Him?

• What do you think surprised Jesus’ audience when they heard Him tell 

this story?

Implications and Actions

If you need forgiveness today, Jesus offers it. The Bible says, “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). The audience to whom Jesus was speaking 
were Pharisees who thought they were sinless—they didn’t need forgiveness. 
There were tax collectors and other sinners there as well. In sharing this par-
able, God showed them that God is like a loving father who will welcome you 
and graciously forgive you when you come to Him and repent of your sin.

Questions

1. When was a time when you were in closer fellowship with God than 
you are now?
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2. What advice would you give to parents of prodigals, based on what 
you learned in this lesson?

3. What misconceptions about what God is like can you help disprove 
by sharing the truth of this parable with unbelievers?

4. If you have a friend or family member who is out of fellowship with 
God today, will you commit to praying for that person to come to 
their senses, repent, and return to God?
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Introduction

This parable in Luke 16 is one of the most unusual parables Jesus ever ut-
tered. I call it the parable of the Crooked Manager. It’s a story about an em-
ployee who “cooked the books” for his employer. He used dishonest methods 
to give an accounting of his company’s assets, and it reads much like a depo-
sition from a number of Congressional hearings on big companies who failed 
big time!

It’s a parable about money, which shouldn’t be surprising because of the 
38 parables Jesus told, 19 of them dealt with handling possessions. Baptism 
is important, but there are 16 times more verses in the New Testament on 
handling money than are devoted to baptism. The Lord’s Supper is import-
ant, but there are 32 times more biblical statements about Christian financial 
management than about the Lord’s Supper. Since Jesus had so much to say 
about it, we’d better pay attention. I hope you know you can trust God—but 
when it comes to handling God’s money, how much can He trust you? The 
main reason God gives us worldly wealth is to test us. He wants to see how 
well we manage that kind of wealth.

Mammon

How have your investments been doing? I have some “inside information” 

from the Creator of Heaven and Earth. This investment advice is found in Luke 

16:9: “I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when 

it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.” The King James Ver-

sion translates this as making friends with the “mammon of unrighteousness.” 

“Mammon” was the name of the ancient Canaanite god of riches and repre-

sented material wealth and greed. Medieval writers commonly interpreted it 

as an evil demon or god in religious as well as secular contexts.

Since the 16th century, mammon has been used to negatively describe 

the pursuit of wealth, and today in some movies and books, Mammon is a 

common name of a greedy, evil character. In contrast, we should be using 

our money to influence people for Christ—not for greedy purposes and not 

for Mammon.
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Luke 16:1-18

1 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was 

accused of wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, 

‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, be-

cause you cannot be manager any longer.’
3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking 

away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I 

know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me 

into their houses.’
5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, 

‘How much do you owe my master?’
6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it 

four hundred and fifty.’
7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’
8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had act-

ed shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with 

their own kind than are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly 

wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be 

welcomed into eternal dwellings.
10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, 

and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 
11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will 

trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with 

someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?
13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love 

the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve both God and money.”
14 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at 

Jesus. 15 He said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the 

eyes of others, but God knows your hearts. What people value highly is 

detestable in God’s sight.
16 “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that 

time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and every-
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one is forcing their way into it. 17 It is easier for heaven and earth to disap-

pear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.
18 “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits 

adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

A Good Example of a Crook (16:1-8)

Over the years, our church has hosted many Chinese guests as part of our 
partnership with a city in China. Many of our church members give of their 
time and money to host these students and staff in their homes. They make 
genuine friendships that will last a lifetime. They aren’t buying their friend-
ships; they truly want to become their friends. In the process of visiting East 
Texas, all the Chinese guests are exposed to the Good News of Jesus, and 
they all receive Bibles. One time one of the girls said to me the night before 
they returned, “Last night I prayed to the God.” Her eyes were brimming with 
tears. I got an email from her recently thanking me and all the people who 
welcomed her. She finished her letter by saying, “I know I will see you again—
if not in this life, in the life to come.”

She reminded me that this world is not all there is. We have money here 
on earth, but our true riches are in Heaven. The parable is about money 
but remember there are several layers to every parable. The manager was a 
cunning, conniving, dishonest rascal—but you can’t help but smile at how 
shrewd he was. When he learned he was about to lose his job (because he was 
dishonest and wasteful), he decided to cover his tracks. He went to the best 
customers and gave them deep discounts on what they owed his boss. After 
he was kicked out of his company for mismanagement, he would go to one of 
those customers who “owed him a favor” and hopefully they would remem-
ber his action and give him a job. When it came time to be fired, even his 
boss said, “I’ve got to hand it to you, you are a cunning, devious, despicable 
fellow—just my kind of guy. Now get out of my sight!”

That’s how business is still done. You hear expressions like, “You scratch 
my back and I’ll scratch yours.” Or “Hey, I owe you one!” Jesus isn’t suggest-
ing we use dishonest business practices, but He is suggesting we can learn 
something from the clever way cunning people operate. Sadly, Christians 
are some of the most gullible, naïve folks around. Almost every week you 
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read another story about how some trusting Christian was bamboozled by a 
scam where they gave away their life’s savings in some “sure-fire investment.” 
When it turns out to be a scam, they say, “Why, he seemed to be such a fine 
Christian that I trusted him.” Gullible Christians are also the ones who keep 
alive Internet rumors by forwarding false information, without first inves-
tigating the validity of what’s being claimed, in an email that fits a certain 
narrative they like.

The Bible says, “God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all” (1 John 
1:5). Children of the Light, wake up! The reason we all need a little dose of 
worldly wisdom is because we operate in a world filled with dishonest, crook-
ed people. If you aren’t shrewd, you’ll be eaten like a lamb in a pack of wolves. 
Jesus said, “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore, be as 
shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16). Note the dis-
tinction. The Crooked Manager in the parable was as shrewd as a snake, but 
he was as guilty as sin. What can we learn from the Crooked Manager? He 
knew he was facing a deadline; he formulated a plan, and he acted before the 
opportunity was gone. We are also facing a deadline. Do you have a creative 
plan to influence your world before that deadline? Are you letting opportuni-
ties pass by? We must learn to be wise in the ways of the world, but we must 
remain as innocent as doves–that’s hard. In fact, like every other command 
in the Christian life, it’s impossible without the indwelling power of the Holy 
Spirit. That’s the parable and the “moral” to the story, but Jesus is just getting 
started.

Money Lessons From Christ (16:9-18)

Jesus used this unusual parable about a Crooked Manager to give practical 
principles about handling money. We know these teachings are about mon-
ey because of the reaction of the Pharisees. Verse 14 says, “The Pharisees, 
who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus.” You may hear 
some Christians teach that money is evil. I disagree. Money is not immoral–it 
is amoral–morally neutral. It’s what you do with money that determines its 
moral value.
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1. Your best investment is in people you’ll see in Heaven (16:9).
Money can feed the hungry, or educate people, or take the Gospel around the 
world. Or money can be used to buy drugs, create pornography, or pay some-
one to kill another person. The Bible never says money is evil; it is the love of 
money, the craving for money, that is a problem. First Timothy 6:9-10 says, 
“Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many 
foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For 
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, 
have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”

Isn’t that true? We all know folks who have no time for God because they 
are busy making the almighty dollar or spending it. But one day your mon-
ey will be gone, and you’ll be gone from your money. So, while you have an 
opportunity, use your money to influence people so when you are living in 
eternal dwellings (Heaven) there will be friends there to welcome you.

2. Your management of God’s money determines if He can trust you 
with true riches (16:10-15).
Jesus mentions two kinds of wealth. First, there is “worldly wealth.” That’s 
the money God gives each of us. All the wealth in the world belongs to God. 
He owns all the diamonds, all the gold, and all the oil wells. Psalm 50:10 says 
He owns the cattle on a thousand hills, but I’d add that He owns the hills as 
well. He is the One who causes us to prosper. Why does He do that? God gives 
us wealth so we can buy the basics to meet our needs. We use money to buy 
food, clothing, and shelter. Also, He gives us wealth so we can enjoy things 
that go beyond the basic necessities. This is bonus wealth. God has promised 
He will meet our needs—but He never promised to meet our wants. When 
I speak of a “wealthy person” who do you envision? You probably think of 
some billionaire like Bill Gates, or at least a millionaire, but you don’t think 
of yourself as wealthy. If you have money in your pocket to buy lunch and you 
have an indoor toilet and your own car, you are wealthier than 80% of the 
world’s population. That’s worldly wealth—but it came from God. The main 
reason God gives us worldly wealth is to test us. He wants to see how well we 
manage that kind of wealth.

Jesus speaks of another kind of wealth. He calls it “true riches” (verse 
11). If you are trustworthy with a little, God knows you can be trusted with 
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a lot. If you prove to be trustworthy with worldly wealth, God can trust you 
with true riches. True riches have nothing to do with money. They include 
spiritual blessings like peace, security, and strength that are so valuable they 
can’t be bought at any price.

3. Money is temporary, but God’s Word never expires (16:16-18).
This is a perfect example of how Scripture must always be studied in context. 
When you read the last verse, you may think Jesus was setting down a doc-
trine on divorce and remarriage. However, Jesus used the topic of divorce 
to illustrate the larger point that the Pharisees ignored the eternal Law of 
God. Money is only temporary, but the Word of God lasts forever—it nev-
er expires. Have you noticed food and drugs have an expiration date? It’s 
sometimes called a “use before” date. The Word of God has no expiration 
date—but it does have a use before date—use it before you die or before Je-
sus returns. After that date, it won’t benefit you.

Applying the Parable

• Why do you think some Christians are naïve and easily taken advantage 

of?

• Why do you think Jesus said that can those who can be trusted with 

little can be trusted with much more?

• What adjustments do you need to make about how you handle money 

in order to avoid loving money?

• What is your definition of “true riches”? Give examples.

Implications and Actions

“You can’t take it with you,” they say. But you can send it on ahead. Jesus 
said, “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and ver-
min do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal” (Matthew 
6:20). The point of this parable is that we should invest our money in people 
because people have eternal souls. Are you investing your money in ways so 
when you get to Heaven there will be people there to greet you because of 
your gifts? Will there be some people there because of how you lived, what 
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you said, and how you gave your money? When you are giving to God, you 
may not even realize how far your money is going—all the way to Heaven.

Questions

1. What are you currently doing to support missions and evangelism 
with your resources?

2. How much can God trust you with your money? What can you do to 
show Him how much He can trust you with your money/resources?

3. What efforts can you make this week to focus on eternity and share 
Christ with someone?

4. How can you share the truths of this parable with another Chris-
tian to inspire him or her to focus on true riches and re-prioritize 
wealth?
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Introduction

We must all guard against praying so others will be impressed with what we 
say. Prayer should always be directed to God alone in a real relationship with 
Him. This parable is a study in contrasts. The tax collector went to church 
(the Temple) because he was in trouble, and he believed God could help him. 
His body language revealed his sense of unworthiness; he couldn’t walk to 
the front of the crowd and instead kept his distance. He beat his chest and 
bowed his head.

When we come to church to worship and pray, we should be primarily 
concerned about seeking God’s face. You may receive the applause of others 
but be deaf to it. It’s far better to be listening only for the applause of the 
nail-scarred hands of Jesus. Is prayer, worship, and church attendance au-
thentically part of your life? Is it just your habit, a part of your weekend rou-
tine? Or do you regularly seek to connect with the Almighty God, the Creator 
of the Universe? God says in Jeremiah 29:13-14, “‘You will seek me and find 
me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,’ declares the 
Lord...”

Luke 18:9-14

9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked 

down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Phari-

see stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 

people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I 

fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’
13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up 

to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’
14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified 

before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 

who humble themselves will be exalted.”
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Good Guy, Bad Guy

In Jesus’ time, the Pharisee was considered the “good guy.” He wore the white 

hat and was a synagogue leader. All Pharisees were super-religious men who 

were extremely careful about obeying the Torah (the first five books of the Old 

Testament). They also followed the Mishnah, which explained how to obey 

the Torah. There might be several chapters in the Mishnah devoted to one 

single verse in the Torah. In addition, they followed the Talmud, which was a 

commentary on the Mishnah. These guys lived by the book.

However, a tax collector was the “bad guy” in Jewish culture. Hired by the 

pagan Romans, this villain could charge exorbitant taxes and keep most of 

the money for himself. If you had been a good Jew listening to Jesus’ parable, 

you would have cheered the Pharisee and booed the tax collector. But Jesus 

is always full of surprises. He introduced a good guy and a bad guy, and by the 

time He finished the parable, the good guy had become the bad guy and the 

bad guy has become the good guy.

The Wrong Attitude in Church (18:9)

I’ve been to Israel more than two dozen times. I’ve seen The Church of the 
Holy Nativity in Bethlehem that is built over the place believed to be Jesus’ 
birthplace. It is a huge stone complex, but it only has one tiny door through 
which people can enter. It’s called the “Door of Humility,” and it is less than 
48 inches high. Every person entering the church must stoop, bow in humili-
ty, and enter alone. What a lesson! The doorway of salvation is open to all, but 
it is a door of humility as well. You can’t approach God on the basis of your 
parents’ salvation—you must do it alone. In order to receive His mercy and 
forgiveness, you must humble yourself and bow down before Him.

In the parable, both the Pharisee and the tax collector went to the Temple 
in Jerusalem to pray. But when we examine their actions and attitudes, we 
discover they went for two different reasons. It’s clear from the story that the 
Pharisee was at the Temple for others to see how good he was. To him, it was 
a public performance, and his behavior at church was just part of the script. 
He had given much thought about what he would wear and what he would 
say; he was there to be seen and to be heard by the other worshipers. Jesus 
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warned about this kind of behavior in Matthew 6:5, “And when you pray, do 
not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues 
and on the street corners to be seen by men.”

When you are preparing to go to church, are you thinking more about 
who will be there to see you than you are about connecting with God? Do 
you choose what you’re going to wear based on what other people will think 
about you? I realize this is hard for many to believe, but some people actually 
come to church because they think it will help them in their business, posi-
tion them in politics, or improve their social standing.

We all struggle with the temptation of trying to please other people rath-
er than pleasing God. I’m often asked to lead in prayer at public functions. I 
sincerely try to simply talk to God rather than to deliver a sermonette in my 
prayer. We must all guard against praying so others will be impressed with 
what we say. Prayer should always be directed to God alone.

The Problem of Pride (18:10-12)

In some instances, pride can be good. It is okay to say you are proud to be an 
American, or that you take pride in your neighborhood. But the Bible warns 
against the dangerous kind of pride characterized by self-love, egotism, and 
arrogance. This kind of pride is revealed in the prayer of the Pharisee. He 
wanted others to know about his goodness, so he bragged that he fasted, 
tithed, and kept all the commandments. Here’s how you can recognize if you 
have pride in your heart: Pride loves to talk about “I.”

In verse 11, the Pharisee used “I” and “me” several times. He said, “I thank 
you that I am not like other people...I fast twice a week, and give a tenth of all 
I get.” Those are all good things to do. You should pray, you should fast, and 
you should tithe. But if you are doing it because you think it will get you into 
Heaven, or make you appear to be a good person before others, those good 
things become spiritually dangerous.

The Bible says, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before 
a fall” (Proverbs 16:18). The devil was once a beautiful angel named Lucifer, 
but pride filled his heart, and he developed an “I” disease. He said, “I will as-
cend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God…I will make my-
self like the Most High” (Isaiah 14:13-14). But God said, “No, Lucifer, you’re 
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going down!” Pride is reflecting the ego of the devil. All of us should have an 
occasional “I” exam. If you recorded your conversation and your prayers for 
24 hours, how much of your talk would be centered on the big “I”?

Did you notice the Pharisee was quick to criticize and condemn the tax 
collector? Pride blinds a person to their own faults and magnifies the failures 
and faults of others. When you compare yourself to someone else, you’re us-
ing the wrong standard. God’s measuring stick is not the morality of another 
person; His standard is Jesus—how do you measure up to Him? I’ve heard 
people justify their goodness by saying they have never robbed a bank or 
murdered someone. God doesn’t grade on the curve. It doesn’t matter if you 
are a little better than average. The Bible reminds us, “For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

The Right Attitude in Church (18:13-14)

The tax collector desperately needed God’s mercy. He couldn’t even lift up his 
head, he was so burdened. He pounded his fist on his chest, a spontaneous 
gesture of his agony over his sin. When the tax collector caught a glimpse of 
the greatness and holiness of God, he realized how dirty and filthy he was. 
The Bible says, “All our righteous acts are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6). Even 
the good things we do pale in comparison to the brilliant holiness of God. 
When you see God for Who He is, then you will be able to see yourself for 
who you really are—a fallen creature in desperate need of God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. That will humble you in a hurry.

This man uttered seven simple words with a voice broken with emotion: 
“God have mercy on me, a sinner.” He literally said, “Be merciful to me, the 
sinner,” as if he considered himself the chief among all sinners. You don’t 
have to pray a long, eloquent prayer full of religious words. If you pray a sim-
ple prayer that comes from your heart, God hears you and He will answer you.

In the parable, Jesus said only one of the two men went home justified. 
“Justified” is a great Bible word meaning to be “right with God.” The only way 
you can be right with God is to receive His mercy and forgiveness. Verse 14 
summarizes the main principle of the parable: “…those who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” Every 
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time you go to church, you can make a choice. You can go home afterward in 
one of two conditions.

 
1. Unchanged—Religious and proud of it.
The Pharisee was committed to his religious observance and kept up the per-
formance. So he went home unchanged. Thousands of people attend church 
Sunday after Sunday, but they leave exactly the way they come in. To them, 
religious observance is something they do to be proud about their conduct. 
God addressed the problem of superficial religion in Isaiah 29:13. “These peo-
ple come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely human rules 
the have been taught.”

The problem with religion is that it is primarily concerned with outward 
performance rather than inward purity. Jesus criticized the Pharisees by say-
ing they clean the outside of the cup, but the inside was filthy. He said they 
were like whitewashed tombs, shiny and clean on the outside, but on the 
inside, they were filled with rottenness. (See Matthew 23:25-28.) Religion 
cleans you up on the outside, but only Jesus can clean you up on the inside. 
Having religion may give you a little more respectability in your business or 
in your community, but if you aren’t careful, religion can make you proud.

2. Unburdened—Right with God and thankful for it.
Jesus said the “bad guy,” not the respectable, religious Pharisee, went home 
from church being justified and right with God. The tax collector entered 
church so burdened down by his sin that he couldn’t even lift up his head. 
But when he cried out for the mercy of God, he experienced the liberation of 
forgiveness. He hadn’t done anything to deserve it, so he couldn’t brag about 
it. All he could do was to thank God for it.
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Applying the Parable

• How would you describe the differences between the two men in this 

parable?

• Why do you attend church?

• What do you appreciate about the prayer of the tax collector?

• What does it mean to be justified? Describe it in your own words.

Implications and Actions

Religious people who think their goodness makes them VIPs with God miss 
out on the wonderful experience of humbling themselves before God and 
receiving His mercy. We live in an unforgiving world that trains us not to ad-
mit our weaknesses. But the Bible says, “But you, Lord, are a compassionate 
and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness” (Psalm 
86:15). The one who will admit their failures to God and plead for mercy dis-
covers the tremendous joy of being truly and completely forgiven.

Questions

1. What does it mean to humble yourself? How can you do more of 
that?

2. Will you ask God to reveal any impure motives you have for wor-
ship, prayer, and church attendance?
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3. What truths from this parable would you like to share with others?

4. How can being sincerely grateful for God’s great mercy affect your 
general outlook on life—as well as your attitude toward other peo-
ple?
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Introduction

Remember, studying a parable of Jesus is like peeling an onion. There are sev-
eral layers of meaning and application, and we must try to uncover each layer. 
This story is about the return of a king and what his servants are instructed 
to do until his return. Two thousand years after Jesus told this parable, the 
spiritual principle has not changed: We know Jesus is returning, and in the 
meantime, we must get serious about doing His will and fulfilling the work 
He has assigned us to do.

In the parable, the prospective king gave one mina each to 10 of his ser-
vants and told them to do business (“Put this money to work”), until he re-
turned. The King James Version translates his instruction as: “…occupy till I 
come.” The Greek word used is pragmatia from which we get our word “prag-
matic.” Jesus has gone to Heaven, but He has given each one of His servants 
valuable gifts and commanded us to “do business” until He returns and to be 
pragmatic in the way we manage our time and resources. All Christians have 
opportunities to serve our Master. Some servants do a better job of taking 
advantage of them—and they are rewarded for it!

Luke 19:11-27

11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, 

because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom 

of God was going to appear at once. 12 He said: “A man of noble birth went 

to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. 
13 So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money 

to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’
14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We 

don’t want this man to be our king.’
15 “He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the 

servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they 

had gained with it.
16 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’
17 “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have 

been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’
18 “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’
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19 “His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’
20 “Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have 

kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. 21 I was afraid of you, because you are 

a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did 

not sow.’
22“His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked 

servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did 

not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why then didn’t you put my 

money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with 

interest?’
24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and 

give it to the one who has ten minas.’
25 “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’
26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, 

but as for the one who has nothing, even what they have will be taken 

away. 27 But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over 

them—bring them here and kill them in front of me.’”

Archelaus

The parable in Luke 19 is based on an actual historical event. The “man of no-

ble birth” in 19:12 refers to Archelaus (son of Herod the Great) who traveled to 

Rome in 4 B.C. to be crowned king of Judea. When the murderous Herod died, 

there was confusion over his will (he had written six of them). The Jews were 

furious at the prospect of Archelaus ruling them because he was as brutal as 

his father, so they sent a delegation of 50 Jews to Rome to oppose Archelaus. 

Eventually, Caesar Augustus shrewdly divided the area among all three sons 

of Herod, including making Archelaus ruler of Judea. Outraged by the Jews’ 

insolent behavior, Archelaus killed thousands of the Jewish opposition in Je-

rusalem after he took power. Archelaus is mentioned only once in the Bible. 

When Joseph and Mary returned to Israel after fleeing to Egypt, Matthew 2:22 

says when they heard the evil Archelaus was in Judea, they bypassed the area 

and went to Galilee. As Archelaus returned to Judea to become the ruler, Je-

sus will one day return to planet earth to rule forever.
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One Day Jesus Is Going to Return as King (19:11-15)

One of my heroes is Billy Graham. Although he battled Parkinson’s disease 
and declining health, he still preached the Gospel faithfully. In 1996, he and 
Ruth were awarded the Congressional Gold Medal for their service to Ameri-
ca. After the presentation, in his inimitable way of always getting Jesus into 
his conversation he said, “Ruth and I are humbled by this award. But the 
only recognition I am looking forward to is when I stand before the Lord 
Jesus Christ. My greatest reward will be to hear Him say, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant.’” We all want to earn Jesus’ praise and admiration for 
how we lived our lives on this earth—fortunately, Jesus shows us how we can 
accomplish that—starting with this parable in Luke 19.

As we peel away the layers of meaning, we begin to see the literal mean-
ing of the story. And on a deeper layer, we discover the meaning that affects 
our lives today. Verse 11 records the fact that many of the Jews thought the 
Kingdom of God was going to appear any moment since Jesus was nearing 
Jerusalem. They just knew the time was near since there were certain aspects 
of the Kingdom of God Jesus embodied. After all, He was the King. But Jesus 
told this parable to confirm that the full revelation of the literal Kingdom 
of God would only occur after He had departed for Heaven and returned to 
earth one day. In other words, until that day there was work to be done.

Don’t get this parable confused with the “parable of the talents” found 
in Matthew 25. There are some similar aspects to both stories, but there are 
also several differences. In Matthew 25, the master gave one servant five tal-
ents, another servant two, and the third servant was given one. The parable 
of the talents in Matthew 25 teaches us that we have all been given different 
spiritual gifts and abilities. In this parable in Luke 19, each servant was given 
the same amount: one mina. A mina is equal to about three months’ salary. 
Multiply what you earn in a month, and you’ll see this was no small amount! 
What are some resources that all have been given equally by God? I can think 
of at least three gifts we’ve all been given in equal amounts:

• Time—I’m not talking about the length of your life, because that var-
ies. But each of us has the same amount of time each day—24 hours. 
Even though we have the same amount of time on our hands, some 
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Christians do a better job managing those 24 hours in terms of doing 
business for God than others do.

• Truth—As servants of God, we all have the same instruction manual: 
the truth found in God’s Word, the Bible. God hasn’t given another 
Christian any more truth than is available to you. But it’s up to you 
how much you study and apply His truth.

• Opportunities to Serve God—All of us have opportunities to serve 
our Master throughout our lives—some people are just paying more 
attention in their daily lives. They are busy taking advantage of each 
chance to serve Christ, large and small.

We Will Be Judged by How We Manage His Gifts (19:15-19)

Jesus told the next part of this parable to coincide with the actual histori-
cal event when the Jews opposed Archelaus’ desire to rule over them from 
Judea. He revealed how much his subjects hated their master in this story 
(verse 14). This set the stage for the next part of the parable when the sub-
jects had to eat their words because the dreaded master did return—and he 
wanted an accounting of what had transpired since he left. He required a 
personal accounting from each of his servants.

That’s the parable. Now, go beyond the story to discover the spiritual sig-
nificance of this part of the story. First, you must understand that the ser-
vants represent those of us who are followers of Jesus. Second, what happens 
in the story is exactly what will happen to us. We will all give an account to 
King Jesus regarding how well we managed the resources He left us—our 
time, His truth, and many opportunities.

In the parable, two of the 10 servants give a positive report to the master 
because they put their resources to work and earned more while he was away 
(19:16-19). The master was impressed and assigned them even more resourc-
es to manage as a reward for their efforts. Once again, think beyond the story 
to discover the spiritual significance of this part of the parable. I will give 
you a hint. The Bible describes a spiritual accounting in 2 Corinthians 5:10 
that every Christian will experience. Scripture says, “For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due 
us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” That phrase 
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“judgment seat” is the word bema: a raised platform from which prizes were 
awarded to athletes who competed in competition, like the Olympics. Our 
judgment at the bema will be a time when the King passes out rewards to 
believers in honor of how well we invested all that we have for His kingdom—
our time, our understanding of His truth, and our opportunities to make a 
difference.

When It Comes to Our Gift, We Must Use It or Lose It 
(19:20-24)

In the parable, one unfaithful servant offered to give his one mina back to 
the king because he was afraid to lose it and anger his master. The man was 
fearful, and his response revealed that he really didn’t know his master very 
well. He made assumptions about his boss’ character that weren’t based on 
fact. For example, he said the master was a hard man (19:21). However, the 
other servants never mentioned that the master was difficult to work with. 
The fearful servant also claimed, “You reap what you did not sow” (19:21). 
The other servants didn’t make that same claim. Instead, their actions show 
that they got to work, believing he would reward their faithful service.

No wonder the master replied to the timid servant, “I will judge you by 
your own words.” Ironically, he ended up being a hard man to the servant 
who thought he was that way. What a lesson! If you think God is some hate-
ful, evil, cosmic tyrant, you’ll expect Him to treat you that way. But if you 
understand the truth of the Bible—that God is a loving Father, who is full of 
mercy and forgiveness—that’s how you will expect Him to treat you. Psalm 
136:1 says it very simply, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.”

The unfaithful servant is a picture of a Christian who is headed for Heav-
en, but because of fear, or a faulty understanding of God’s true nature, they 
avoid being involved in doing business for God. For example, when asked to 
sing in the choir, or teach children, or go on a mission trip, their response is 
usually, “I’m afraid I wouldn’t be very good at doing that.” They are what I call, 
spectator Christians. They would rather watch than participate in Christian 
service. All the time He gave us, all the truth available to us with Christian 
bookstores and a church on every corner, and all the opportunities to serve 
Him—all wasted. When they stand before the Lord for an accounting of how 
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well they managed what He gave them, they will be disappointed by His re-
sponse.

As Baptists, we believe the Bible teaches you can’t lose your salvation. 
But you can lose the joy of your salvation; you can lose your reward. When 
you stand before the Lord one day, He will examine your works. Our man-
agement will be tested in the fire of his evaluation. First Corinthians 3:12-15 
says, “…The fire will test the quality of each person’s work. If what has been 
built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is burned up, the build-
er will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping 
through the flames” [italics mine]. Some unfaithful servants will be like a 
man who wakes up and his house is on fire, and he rushes out with only a 
sheet wrapped around him. All his possessions are lost, but he is saved. What 
a sad experience it will be for unfaithful servants at that time.

The unfaithful servant in this parable wasn’t rewarded for doing noth-
ing. Instead the master took the mina away from him and gave it to another 
servant who already had ten (19:24). It may sound unfair to you, but that 
principle of “use it or lose it” is woven into our universe. For instance, it’s true 
of your muscles. If you lie in a hospital bed for a week without exercise, you’ll 
lose your strength. Atrophy occurs when muscles aren’t used. It’s true of your 
mind as well—use it or lose it. Mental stimulation can keep your mind sharp, 
or you can let hours of mindless television take its toll. If it’s true of your 
muscles and your mind, it’s also an unalterable spiritual truth. If you don’t 
use God’s resources, you may lose them. If you aren’t actively doing business 
for God, you may lose the ability, opportunity, or the desire to do business 
for God. Are you investing time for God each day? Are you obeying the truth 
He has given you? Are you taking advantage of opportunities to serve Him?

If You Faithfully Invest God’s Resources, You’ll Receive 
Much More! (19:25-27)

The first and second servants in this story were spiritual entrepreneurs. They 
got busy and invested their mina doing business for their master. Remember, 
they started with the same amount as the unfaithful servant—they just did 
something with their mina, while he hid his because he was afraid.
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Think again about your resources in terms of time and truth. Let’s start 
with time. Have you been reluctant to do business for God because you think 
you don’t have enough time in your day? Here is a challenge. Start this week 
using some part of your time to do business for God. Soon you’ll find you 
have more time. You won’t get 25 hours a day, or eight days a week; it will just 
seem like you have more time. If you don’t believe it, starting tomorrow, get 
up 30 minutes earlier and give that time to God in prayer and personal Bible 
Study. If you do that regularly, you’ll find you seem to have more time to get 
things accomplished, instead of less time.

What about truth? When you are exposed to truth in God’s Word, you can 
either act on it and obey it, or you can ignore it. If you don’t act on it (apply it 
in everyday life), you lose the blessing that comes from obeying God. Let’s get 
specific. Maybe you’ve come up against a truth in the Word of God and you 
are resisting obeying it. You know you ought to tithe, for example, but you 
are afraid you won’t make it financially if you do so. At that point, you will 
start going backward in your spiritual growth. But if you practice courage and 
obey God’s truth, you’ll move forward in your spiritual progression, and you’ll 
discover more and more truth in the Bible that was there all along.

Applying the Parable

• Why do you think the servant was afraid and hid the mina he was given?

• Is God a hard master to please? Explain your answer.

• When it comes to time, truth, and opportunities, which is easiest for you 

to use for God’s kingdom? Which one is the most challenging?

• How important is it to you to receive a reward from Christ for your ef-

forts to serve Him? Explain your answer.

Implications and Actions

What about opportunities to serve God? Once an opportunity passes, it’s 
gone forever. For example, you likely know a neighbor or colleague who needs 
to know the Gospel of Christ. That’s your opportunity. If you don’t tell them 
about Christ because you are afraid of what they may or may not say, any 
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number of things could happen to make you lose that opportunity. They 
could move away to another city. They could get reassigned to another office. 
That chance is over forever. However, let’s say you witness to a co-worker, 
who then leads his or her entire family to Christ. What a multiplied oppor-
tunity—all because you did your part. First Corinthians 16:13 says, “Be on 
your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.” The faithful 
servants in the parable didn’t play it safe while their master was away. They 
took risks in doing business for the Master. God honors that kind of bold 
faith. When you risk it all on serving God, even though you may be afraid, 
you’ll find that God gives you more opportunities to serve Him.

Questions

1. When was a time you took advantage of an opportunity to serve 
Christ? What did you do? How did you feel afterward?

2. Why are Christians sometimes afraid to take risks in their faith and 
be bold in service to Christ?

3. What new opportunity to serve God can you be praying about right 
now?

4. How would you explain to someone else the spiritual principle of 
“use it or lose it,” as you saw demonstrated in this parable?
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Introduction

The Bible records a parable in Luke 20 that contains a scathing indictment 
against the failure of the Jewish people to accept God’s greatest gift to hu-
manity—His Son, Jesus Christ. When Jesus finished telling this parable, the 
people were so shocked that they cried out, “God forbid!” They were aston-
ished because Jesus disrupted their nice, neat understanding of the God of 
Israel. They thought God existed for the sake of Israel, not Israel for God. 
Likewise, people who are busy in the Christmas season today may be sur-
prised to learn the truth about Jesus, whose birth we are celebrating. Many 
Americans claim to believe in God—but what kind of God? For some, He is 
the nice God they recognize for an hour a week on Sundays and then live the 
rest of their lives as if He doesn’t exist. For others, religious rules and ritu-
als are an acceptable substitute for knowing God. Jesus Christ visited planet 
earth over 2,000 years ago to teach us what God is really like. He meets our 
greatest need—the need for forgiveness and reconciliation with Him. If you 
receive God’s Son, you will receive God’s forgiveness.

Luke 20:9-19

9 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, 

rented it to some farmers and went away for a long time. 10 At harvest time 

he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of 

the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 
11 He sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shame-

fully and sent away empty-handed. 12 He sent still a third, and they wound-

ed him and threw him out.
13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my 

son, whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.’
14 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the 

heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So they 

threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come 

and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others.”

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!”
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17 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning 

of that which is written: “‘The stone the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone’?
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on 

whom it falls will be crushed.”
19 The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest 

him immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against 

them. But they were afraid of the people.

Who is God?

A good place to learn about the nature of God is in the Book of Genesis. The 

first three words in the Hebrew Bible are, “Bershith bara Elohim,” which means, 

“In the beginning God created.” The Bible really doesn’t go into detail about 

how God created the universe, just that He created it. The first two chapters 

of Genesis were not written to teach us about the exact process of Creation; 

they were written to teach us about the God of Creation. From the beginning, 

we see He is a good God. Sadly, most Americans have been taught the uni-

verse came into existence by chance, rather than by a Creator. I believe God 

created the heavens and the earth. And you don’t have to commit intellectual 

suicide to believe there is a higher being who planned and created this world. 

I also believe in the big bang theory. I believe God said, “Let there be light” and 

“Bang!” it happened!

God Is Good—He Gives Us the World to Tend (20:9)

Barbeque is big in Alabama. That’s the birthplace of white barbeque sauce, 
and when they say “bbq” they mean pork, period. When I used to live in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, I loved to eat at a famous barbeque place named “Ollies.” 
They had a big sign inside the restaurant with a quotation from Psalm 34:8, 
“Taste and see that the Lord is good.” Ollie’s Barbeque was delicious, but 
there was no way you could know that for sure until you tasted it for yourself. 
Likewise, someone can explain to a disbelieving world the nature of our good 
God—but they’ll never believe it until they get to know God for themselves 
and experience His goodness. When you experience the Living God of the 
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Bible—not a religion—you’ll know the surprising truth about Him for your-
self. In this parable, Jesus revealed several foundational aspects of the nature 
of God. You may be surprised to learn the truth!

Like the owner of the vineyard in the story, God created this world. He 
is the owner of a vineyard called Earth and has placed us here to manage it. 
We don’t own anything; we’re just the tenants. The Psalmist proclaimed, “The 
earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it…” (Psalm 24:1). During Creation, 
God was like a master painter. He created something and stepped back and 
said, “That’s good.” In Genesis 1, the phrase “and God saw that it was good” is 
repeated six times. When He created Adam, He saw he was alone and said, “It 
is not good for the man to be alone” (2:18). God’s nature is to create and seek 
good. When He sees something that is not good, He corrects it. That’s why 
God gave Adam a wife, because He knew she would be good for him! In fact, 
everything good in our lives comes from God. James 1:17 says, “Every good 
and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father…” That’s why 
we celebrate the gift of His Son, Jesus, during this season.

This simple truth is surprising to some people because when they look 
around, they see the circumstances may not look too positive in our world 
right now. Some think that in order for things to be “good,” there must be the 
absence of problems or pain. When you hear someone say, “God is good,” you 
may want to argue, “If God is good, how could He allow evil to happen?” The 
parable reminds us that the bad things that happened in the vineyard were 
not caused by the owner; the tenants were the ones who messed up a good 
thing. That’s what has happened in our world today. We live in a fallen, sinful 
world, and our sin has messed it up. When someone complains to me that 
life isn’t fair, I sometimes say, “You’re right, life isn’t fair—but God is good.” 
That’s the first principle we learn in this parable.

God Is Patient—He Sends Us Many Messengers (20:10-12)

In the parable, the owner represents God. He sent a servant to the vineyard 
when the grapes were ready to harvest. The tenants were like share-croppers. 
Therefore, the owner didn’t demand all of the grapes, just a portion of them. 
But the tenants rejected the messenger and kicked him out. The essence of 
sin is declaring independence from your Creator—refusing to acknowledge 
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God’s ownership of this world and rejecting His claim on your life. Sin begins 
with an attitude that says, “I don’t need God. I’m in charge of myself.” Let’s 
say you were the landlord of a rental house, and you sent an employee to col-
lect the rent. What would you do if, instead of paying, the renter beat up your 
employee and said, “This is my house. I’m not paying a dime!”?

God would have been morally justified to instantly reclaim the vineyard 
(the earth) from sinful humanity and punish us immediately. But at this 
point in the parable, we learn some more surprising truth. God is not only 
good, but also, He is patient. Instead of punishing the farmers, He sent an-
other servant, and another—and they were all rejected. This parable parallels 
the Old Testament when God sent many prophets to Israel to warn them of 
the dangers of rejecting God. Most of the prophets were abused and scorned, 
including Elijah who was threatened by a wicked queen, Jeremiah who was 
thrown into a pit to die, and Amos who was ridiculed.

God owns this world, and He owns your life. Have you rejected His claim 
on you? He keeps sending you messengers to patiently request that you sur-
render to Him what is rightfully His. Christmas is a season filled with re-
minders of the truth—preachers, pageants, programs—they’re all messen-
gers with the same message. The Bible says, “The Lord is not slow in keeping 
his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” (2 Pe-
ter 3:9). Patience is not weakness or unconcern in God’s nature; patience is 
strength under control.

God Is Loving—He Sent His Only Son (20:13-15)

What is God like? He is good. He is patient. But do you know what is most 
surprising to some about God? He is loving. In the parable, after his servants 
had been rejected and abused, the owner took an unprecedented, astonishing 
step—he sent his son. Jesus described the son in this way, “my son, whom I 
love.” The words “my Son, whom I love” are the same words God assigned to 
Jesus when Jesus was baptized and a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, 
whom I love” (Matthew 3:17). The message of Christmas is that God sent His 
only Son to reconcile our differences with Him. So what did humanity do in 
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response? Did we hurry to welcome God’s Son and fall at His feet in surren-
der? No, like the tenants in the parable, we crucified the Son of God.

This parable not only highlights the shocking truth about the character of 
God, but it also reveals the surprising truth about the utter wickedness of the 
human heart. The tenants of the vineyard didn’t kill the owner’s son in the 
spontaneous heat of emotion; they made a calculated decision. They thought 
that by killing the son, they could claim ownership of the vineyard. That’s 
what so amazing about God’s love. I am a sinner by nature and by choice, but 
God still loves me, in spite of my sin. He loves you enough that He sent His 
only Son to die for you. The Bible says, “But God demonstrates his own love 
for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

The reason some people are caught off guard by the unmerited favor and 
love of God is that they never read the Bible. They don’t understand the Bible 
because they try to study it like they study other literature such as Shake-
speare or Milton. Instead, the Bible is one long love letter. On every page, 
God is expressing His love to them. The owner of the vineyard in this par-
able was good, patient, and loving, but he couldn’t allow the wickedness of 
the tenants to go unnoticed or unpunished. This leads to the final surprising 
truth about God.

God Is Holy—He Will Punish Sin (20:16-19)

After Jesus spoke of the tenants killing the owner’s son, He paused and asked 
what the owner of the vineyard would do next (20:15). Before the listeners 
had a chance to respond, He answered His own question. The owner would 
punish them. The temptation of our annual Christmas season in America is 
to confuse love with syrupy sentimentality—with ornaments, presents, gin-
gerbread, and all the other delights of the season. But we forget that Jesus 
was born to die for our sin. Because He is holy, God cannot tolerate sin and 
sacrificed His Son to pay our debt. The Jews listening to the parable that 
day were on the verge of rejecting God’s chief cornerstone—they would soon 
crucify Him (20:17-18). But God would exalt Jesus by raising Him from the 
dead. Some people think God is like some half-witted, permissive substitute 
teacher who looks at the world of misbehaving sinners and says, “Now, now 
boys and girls, please sit down and be quiet!” No. Like the owner of the vine-
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yard who punishes the tenants and takes away the vineyard, there will be a 
day of judgment for those who reject His Son.

In history, God sent prophets and angels to Israel to no avail, and finally 
He sent His Son Jesus. Because the nation of Israel rejected God’s Son, they 
suffered the consequence of “losing the vineyard.” For almost 1,900 years 
Israel passed out of existence, and only since 1948 have they had a nation 
again. What was true of the nation of Israel historically is true of us personal-
ly. In Revelation, there is a great deal written about God’s ultimate judgment 
against those who reject His love. In the middle of these future judgments, 
an angel says to God, “You are just in these judgments, O Holy One, you who 
are and who were” (Revelation 16:5). Because God is Holy, He will punish sin. 
And because He is Holy, He is right and just in His judgments.

Applying the Parable

• How does this parable shed new light on the meaning of Christmas for 

you personally?

• Why do you think the tenants in this story rejected the messengers?

• Why is forgiveness a gift of God, not something we earn?

• What do you think most people would be surprised to learn about God’s 

nature? Why?

Implications and Actions

Forgiveness—the Greatest Gift of All
What is God really like? To a world of skeptics, He is surprisingly good, pa-
tient, and loving. But He is also holy and wants us to consider Jesus’ warning 
in this parable: If you reject God’s Son, you will receive God’s judgment.

It’s also true that if you receive God’s Son, you will receive God’s great-
est gift that we celebrate this season—full forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 
Each of us stands guilty before the Lord. The good news of Christmas is that 
God offers a full and free pardon. Jesus Christ has already taken our punish-
ment, and all we have to do is accept God’s free gift of forgiveness.
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Will you receive His Son in this season of joy? The Bible says, “Yet to all 
who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God” (John 1:12).

Questions

1. How would you tell the truth of this parable in your own words to 
someone who doesn’t understand who God is?

2. With whom can you share the priceless truth of the meaning of 
Christmas this year?

3. What Scriptures can you share with others about the true nature of 
God this season? Pray for opportunities to do so.

4. What will you do differently this Christmas to express your grati-
tude to God for the gift of salvation?
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Prayer for this Study

Love One Another
“And he answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself’” 
(Luke 10:27, ESV).

Father,

Lord, I am thankful You are a compassionate and gracious God. You are slow to anger and 
abounding in love and faithfulness. Thank you for Your redeeming love and grace in my life 
and for being my ever-constant friend. “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends” (John 15:13, ESV).

Lord, because of Your great love, You have commanded me to love others, just as You have 
loved me. Help me, O Lord, to love my neighbor as myself, to show my love by my deeds 
and service to them. Remind me, Lord, that when I love others, it demonstrates my love for 
You. My desire is to have the attitude of the “Good Samaritan.” He risked his life for the one 
in need. He was kind, generous, and merciful. Lord may my works be evidence of Your great 
love pouring from my heart.

Lord, help me to consider others above myself, and to treat them the way I would like to be 
treated, with love, dignity, and respect. Lord, give me a willing heart to show kindness and 
compassion in my responses to others, without a judgmental spirit, and to consider their 
feelings above my own.

Jesus, You are my supreme example of loving others, even though You are God, You hum-
bled Yourself and became a man, setting aside Your Heavenly glory, to live among us, a 
wretched people full of sin. You lived a perfect life and gave Your life willingly on a cross to 
give me life eternal. Help me Lord, to live by faith and put my hope and trust in You, know-
ing You are all sufficient and You supply all my needs. Lord, because of Your great love and 
sufficiency in my life, I pray that my life will yield an outpouring of love, grace, and kindness 
to those I encounter daily.

Lord, others will disappoint me in this life, but You are the one who satisfies my soul, so 
because of this great assurance, help me to forgive and have compassion for others, just as 
Jesus forgave me. Help me to forgive, love, and restore any broken relationships. Lord, in 
the book of Genesis, Joseph showed forgiveness to his brothers and even gave them food 
and shelter. Help me to leave my offender in Your hands, and to love and pray for my enemy.

Lord, we may do great things in Your name, but if we do not have love, they are all worth-
less. Give me an attitude of love, and may I always demonstrate this love as described in 1 
Corinthians 13:4-8, “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 
not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, and it 
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, and always perseveres. Love never fails…” (NIV).

In the strong name of Jesus,

Amen

DLB
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Our Next New Study
(Available to use beginning March 2022)

Praise Him in the Storm:
When Life Falls Apart

A Study of Job

Job was a righteous man. He had great wealth. He had a wonderful family. 
At a gathering in Heaven, Satan alleged, before God, that the only reason Job 
served God was because he was so blessed. Satan charged that if Job lost it 
all, he would curse God to His face. God gave Satan permission to test his 
theory to demonstrate to Satan and all the angels, that Job’s faith was real. 
Satan went to work, and Job suffered greatly but never lost his faith. In the 
end, God restored to Job everything he had lost and more.

The Bible says when you go through trials and tribulations; it is a testing 
of your faith. Since God already knows the quality of your faith, the testing of 
your faith is to show you what kind of faith you have. Only real, genuine faith 
will sustain you when life falls apart.

Is your faith strong enough to praise Him in the storm?

Lesson 1 Living by Genuine Faith Job 1:1-12 

Lesson 2 When Everything Falls Apart Job 1:13-22

Lesson 3 Life or Death? Job 2:1-10; 3:11; 20-26

Lesson 4 When Friends Fail Job 2:11-13; 22:5-6, 9-11

Lesson 5 Why Me Lord? Job 7:1-21

Lesson 6 Even Faith Needs a Mediator Job 9:32-35

Lesson 7 Hope on Display Job 13:15-16; 14:1-2, 14-17

connect 360
ALL THE BIBLE FOR ALL OF LIFE
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Lesson 8 I Am Not Alone Job 19:13-19

Lesson 9 I Know That My Redeemer Lives Job 19:20-27

Lesson 10 The Wisdom of Youth Job 32:1-10; 35:14-24

Lesson 11 Understanding the Storm Job 38:1-7; 40:1-5

Lesson 12 When Answers Are Not Enough Job 40:6-9, 15-19; 42:1-6

Lesson 13 Saving the Best for Last Job 42:7-17

Easter: The God of Restoration John 21:15-23
 (Online Only)
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