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How to Make the Best Use
of This Teaching Guide

Leading a class in studying the Bible is a sacred trust. This Teaching Guide
has been prepared to help you as you give your best to this important task.
In each lesson, you will find first “Bible Comments” for teachers, to
aid you in your study and preparation. The three sections of “Bible Comments” are “Understanding the Context,” “Interpreting the Scriptures,” and
“Focusing on the Meaning.” “Understanding the Context” provides a summary overview of the entire background passage that also sets the passage
in the context of the Bible book being studied. “Interpreting the Scriptures”
provides verse-by-verse comments on the focal passage. “Focusing on the
Meaning” offers help with the meaning and application of the focal text.
The second main part of each lesson is “Teaching Plans.” You’ll find two
complete teaching plans in this section. The first is called the “Discovery
Plan,” which emphasizes discovery learning techniques; and the second is
called the “Discussion Plan,” which provides questions and suggestions for
dialogue about the Scriptures. Choose the plan that best fits your class and
your style of teaching. You may also use and adapt ideas from both. Each
plan is intended to be practical, helpful, and immediately useful as you prepare to teach.
The major headings in each teaching plan are intended to help you
sequence how you teach to follow the flow of how people tend to learn.
The first major heading, “Connect With Life,” provides ideas that will help
you begin the class session where your class is and draw your class into the
study. The second major heading, “Guide Bible Study,” offers suggestions
for helping your class engage the Scriptures actively and develop a greater
understanding of this portion of the Bible’s message. The third major heading, “Encourage Application,” is meant to help participants focus on how to
respond with their lives to this message.
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As you begin the study with your class, be sure to find a way to help your
class know the date on which each lesson will be studied. You might use one
or more of the following methods:
• In the first session of the study, brief ly overview the study by
identifying for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied.
Lead your class to write the date in the table of contents in their Study
Guides and on the first page of each lesson.
• Make and post a chart that indicates the date on which each lesson
will be studied.
• If all of your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the
lessons will be studied.
• Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include
information about your church and then use the bookmark as an
outreach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from
www.gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab.
• Develop a sticker with the lesson dates, and place it on the table of
contents or on the back cover.
Here are some steps you can take to help you prepare well to teach each
lesson and save time in doing so:
1. Start early in the week before your class meets.
2. If your church’s adult Bible study teachers meet for lesson overview and
preparation, plan to participate. If your church’s adult Bible study teachers don’t have this planning time now, look for ways to begin. You, your
fellow teachers, and your church will benefit from this mutual encouragement and preparation.
3. Overview the study in the Study Guide. Look at the table of contents and
see where this lesson fits in the overall study. Then read or review the
study introduction to the book that is being studied.
4. Consider carefully the suggested Main Idea, Question to Explore, and
Teaching Aim. These can help you discover the main thrust of this particular lesson.
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5. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture passages
for the lesson. Using your Bible in your study and in the class session
can provide a positive model to class members to use their own Bibles
and give more attention to Bible study themselves. (Each writer of the
Bible comments in both the Teaching Guide and the Study Guide has
chosen a favorite translation. You’re free to use the Bible translation you
prefer and compare it with the translations chosen, of course.)
6. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the
Bible comments in the Study Guide. The Bible comments are intended
to be an aid to your study of the Bible. Read also the small articles—
”sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended to provide additional,
enrichment information and inspiration and to encourage thought and
application. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each
lesson. They’re intended to encourage further thought and application,
and you can also use them in the class session itself. Continue your Bible
study with the aid of the Bible comments included in this Teaching Guide.
7. Review the “Teaching Plans” in this Teaching Guide. Consider how these
suggestions would help you teach this Bible passage in your class to
accomplish the teaching aim.
8. Consider prayerfully the needs of your class and think about how to
teach so you can help your class learn best.
9. Develop and follow a lesson plan based on the suggestions in this
Teaching Guide, with alterations as needed for your class.
10. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture
passages and in applying these passages to their lives.
FREE! Downloadable teaching resource items for use in your class are available at www.gc2press.org. Watch for them in the “Teaching Plans” for each
lesson. Then go online to www.gc2press.org and click on “Teaching Resource
Items” under the “Teacher Helps” tab for this study. These items are selected
from the “Teaching Plans.” They are provided online to make lesson preparation easier for handouts and similar items. Permission is granted to
download these teaching resource items, print them out, copy them as
needed, and use them in your class.
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Writers for this Teaching Guide
Michael Davis wrote the Bible Comments for lessons one through four.
Dr. Davis, a native of Mississippi, became a Christian at the age of fourteen. He has served in the local church ministry for over 45 years. Michael
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chaplain and bereavement coordinator. He is of the firm opinion that Dr
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Steve Dominy wrote the Bible Comments for lessons five through seven.
Steve currently serves as an Area Representative for Texas Baptists. Prior to
this Steve served churches in Louisiana, Texas, and Oklahoma, pastoring
for over 23 years. Dr. Dominy continues to serve churches as interim pastor,
working with churches in Venus, Texas, and Arlington. He and Missy have
been married for 27 years and have two college-aged children.
Pamela Culbertson wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons five through
seven. Pamela is a graduate of Hardin-Simmons University and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. She served as a Minister of Youth for over
thirty years in churches in Texas and Germany. Currently she serves as an
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Intercultural Sunday School Specialist. Pamela makes her home in Dallas,
Texas.
David Smith wrote the Bible Comments for lessons eight through ten.
David holds a M.Div. and D.Ed.Min. degree from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and an M.A. from Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute
of Religion. He pastors Creek Road Baptist Church in Cincinnati, Ohio, and
maintains a writing and podcasting ministry. His podcast, Daily Dose Radio,
is a daily, verse by verse, five-minute study in the Psalms. He is married to
Denise, and they have two adult sons and two grandchildren.
Jimmy Hester wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons eight through ten. Dr.
Hester retired in 2011 after twenty-seven years of publishing for churches
through magazines, Bible studies, and books. Dr. Hester is Bible study director and teacher of adults at First Baptist Church in Nashville, Tennessee,
where he and his wife have been members since 1985. They have two grown
sons and three grandchildren. Dr. Hester received the Master of Divinity
and Doctor of Ministry degrees from The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary.
John Beck wrote the Bible Comments for lessons eleven through thirteen, plus the online Easter lesson. Dr. Beck was born and raised in
Alabama. He was educated through the Baptist system earning the Bachelor of Arts in Religion from Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama,
the Master of Divinity from the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary,
and the Doctor of Ministry from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. John and his wife, Sue, and their daughter, Laura, currently reside in
Denton, Texas, where he serves as Adult Life Pastor at First Baptist Church.
Back in Alabama, John and Sue have a son, Joel, and his wife Sarah, and two
grandsons, Sam and Charlie.
Vivian Conrad wrote the Teaching Plans for lessons eleven through thirteen, plus the online Easter lesson. Since returning to the United States
after twenty-four years as missionaries in Asia, Vivian and her husband
John have served as staff musicians at Clear Fork Baptist Church in Weatherford, Texas. Vivian also teaches at Weatherford Christian School. She is
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a graduate of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (M.A.Th.) and
Dallas Baptist University (B.A. in Christian Education). As parents of five,
she and John have recently welcomed their fifteenth grandchild
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We’ve Changed Our Name!

BaptistWay Press has now become GC2 Press. The name change reflects
the alignment with our state convention’s (BGCT) recently updated mission
statement. GC2 is a movement of God’s people to share Christ and show
love. Our driving passion is to follow the Lord’s call to fulfill the Great Commission “to share Christ” and the Great Commandment “to show love.” The
Great Commission and the Great Commandment form the two “GCs,” or
GC2.
GC2 Press will continue to publish the undated CONNECT 360 quarterly
Bible study curriculum. Connect 360 has gained a reputation for solid biblical teaching and will continue to be published as an undated quarterly study
available in book form and/or digital downloads. Connect 360 is currently
being distributed in 38 states and 16 countries and has been translated into
seven different languages.

Focal Text

Background

Job 1:1-12

1 Peter 5:8-10

lesson

1

Living by Genuine
Faith
MAIN IDEA

We are human beings, but the Bible
teaches that there are an innumerable
host of heavenly beings called angels
that God has created, both good and
bad.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Why did God create me?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand there is
a huge amount of spiritual warfare
and spiritual activity going on around
them that they cannot see
BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
The book of Job is primarily a book of poetry bookended by sections of prose.
Commentators throughout history have identified the book of Job as one of
the most remarkable books known to humankind. Its 42 chapters tell the
story of God at work in the life of one great man, Job, and Job’s response
to God’s activities. The date of writing and the identity of the author is unknown. However, some scholars suggest that Job was most likely a contemporary of Abraham (2000 B.C.). For many, the uncertainty of the authorship
and date of writing add to the book’s value as issues of Hebrew history do not
impact its readers.
Job is most often associated with the problem of suffering. The big question has been, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” Generally, Old
Testament wisdom literature, the genre of Job, leads to clear answers to some
of life’s most important questions. In Job’s case, there is no clear solution to
why good people suffer. Job does teach us how to suffer well, that is, how to
suffer and not sin. Additionally, the writer of Job wants his readers to understand the sufficiency of God in times of distress. The tragic experiences of Job
help us know that God can be trusted in every circumstance of life.
The book is composed of three major divisions: a prologue of prose (Job
1–2), the poetic arguments (Job 3–41), and the closing or epilogue in prose
(Job 42). The argument section consists of a retelling of the speeches of Job,
Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, and Elihu. Jehovah closes the argument section,
taking the last word. The book’s central argument is whether or not those
who suffer are guilty of sin, prompting the displeasure of God. The Apostle
Peter helps us understand the importance of the book in light of the work of
Satan. Christians are warned to “be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).
In the story of Job, contemporary believers may find encouragement
when faced with unbearable suffering and loss. The Lord limited the power of
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Satan in his pursuit of God’s “perfect man.” So too, He has limited the power
of the adversary in our world.

Interpreting the Scriptures
Job, A Blessed Man (1:1-3)
1:1. Although Job was most likely a “real” man, some believe he represented
all humankind. Job’s name, which translates to “object of enmity” or “the assailed,” foreshadows the grand drama of the book. Job was a well-known and
respected man in the land of Uz. The exact location of Uz is uncertain, though
some suggest a site outside the desert near Canaan.
The book opens with a focus on the greatness and righteousness of Job.
Job was “blameless and upright.” First, blameless refers to “genuineness and
authenticity,” indicating that Job was not sinless. Still, he was who he said
he was, and he practiced what he preached. Today, Job would be described as
“a man of integrity.” Second, “upright” shifts the focus from Job’s personal
life to how he treated others. Job was a man who “kept his word” in business
deals and did not seek to cheat his customers.
Next, Job “feared God.” Although most likely not Hebrew, Job had some
knowledge of God and acted accordingly. He had piety and reverence for God
and was a genuinely religious man. Finally, Job had “turned away from evil.”
Repentance was part of Job’s daily practice. Jesus taught His followers, “If
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me” (Matthew 16:24). In the same way, Job lived daily, committed to
following the God he knew. Job was a man of repentance and faith, the lifestyle of disciples today.

1:2. The Lord blessed Job with “seven sons and three daughters.” Psalm
127:3-5 suggests that children are a blessing from the Lord and are part of
a parent’s heritage. The number seven symbolizes completeness, and combined with the number of Job’s daughters, the number of his children speaks
of an ideal family.

Lesson 1: Living by Genuine Faith
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1:3. The sheer number of Job’s possessions leads the writer to declare that
Job was “the greatest of all the people of the east.” Rather than living as a
nomad, roaming in tents, Job and his family were farmers, living in houses
(Job 1:4), farming the land, and raising herds.

Job, A Religious Man (1:4-5)
1:4. The children of Job must have enjoyed being together and sharing meals
as a celebration. “On his day” may refer to an annual feast day, perhaps something akin to a birthday party. Job’s three daughters must have been unmarried as there is no mention of their husbands attending the feasts. The
context indicates a time of festivity but not a lifestyle of partying.

1:5. As a man who feared God and had turned away from evil, Job had great
concern for the spiritual welfare of his children. He exercised priestly duties
to “consecrate” his children and “offer burnt offerings” for each one. Burnt
offerings were expensive, and to offer them was symbolic of the anger of God
consuming the life of the sinner. Job was so concerned about the spiritual life
of his children that he spared no effort or expense to guarantee their spiritual
health. Job had reared his children to fear God. However, as most parents do,
he worried they might have “sinned” and “cursed God in their hearts.” He was
concerned that his children might be guilty of praising the Lord outwardly
while inwardly defaming Him. Outward piety is easily mistaken for inward
obedience and submission to God and His Word.

God Questions Satan (1:6-8)
1:6. The story shifted from earth to heaven on “a day” when the “sons of God”
came before the Lord. We are introduced to activities and beings of which Job
had no knowledge. We learn here that untold numbers of spiritual beings are
at work behind the scenes of human existence. “A day” indicates that this is
another day from the day on earth. “The sons of God,” likely angels or created
beings, are members of the heavenly council chaired by God (Psalm 82:1,
6; Psalm 89:6-7). These council members have come to report and receive
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orders from the Lord. Satan seems to serve the purpose of roaming the earth,
accusing those who faithfully serve God.

1:7. Here it is natural to see a link to the question God asked Adam in the
Garden after the fall; “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:9). Here God asked Satan
where he has been, knowing full well the answer. Satan admitted his activity
of “going to and fro on the earth,” but omitted his goal of “seeking someone
to devour” (1 Peter 5:8b). Some question the goodness of God in allowing
Satan to participate in His purposes. One answer is that Satan serves somewhat like “Her majesty’s Loyal Opposition” in the government of Britain. Although he seeks to destroy the Kingdom of God, he only helps to strengthen
it through his activities.

1:8. The Lord brought Job into the picture by asking Satan if he had “considered” Job? Literally, considered means “set your heart upon.” It seems God
was saying, “Why don’t you take a look at my servant, Job?” The Lord backs
up His suggestion by repeating the glowing description of Job in verse one.
By “servant,” God indicates that He and Job are bound together through a
covenant of faith.

God Challenges Satan (1:9-12)
1:9-10. Here Satan accused the Lord of playing favorites with Job. Apparently, Satan believed that Job had a good reason to serve God as, in so doing,
he had been blessed. “For no reason” accused Job of serving God out of convenience rather than conscience. Satan went further by accusing (he is the
accuser) God of placing a “hedge around him” and everything he had. God
had “blessed the work of his hands,” and for that reason, Job had earned all
that he had. Here is a clear description of the “prosperity gospel” of our day.
Satan indicated there is no reason to serve God simply because He is God and
worthy of our praise.

1:11. Satan challenged God. Satan told the Lord to use his “hand” to touch
all that Job owned and cause it to disappear. Then Job would curse God. The
“hand of God” is one way Scripture speaks of God acting in the lives of hu-
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mans. Thus, Satan wanted the Lord to destroy all that Job had to expose Job’s
false faith. To “curse” God would cause Job to commit the same sin he feared
his children might commit. In the end, was Job prosperous because of his
faith, or did he have faith because he was prosperous?

1:12. The phrase “all that he has is in your hands” indicates the Lord had
agreed to Satan’s test of His servant Job. The only thing off-limits to Satan’s
destructive power was Job’s life itself. Though it is difficult to understand why
God allowed Satan’s challenge to move forward, it is essential to remember
that God is sovereign and seeks His glory in the universe. This verse closes
with Satan doing what he does by going “out from the presence of the Lord.”
Focus on the Meaning
Everything in life is not as it seems. As humans, we are limited in our knowledge and understanding of the “big picture.” Job had no idea of Satan’s challenge of God’s goodness to him, yet his life was changed by it forever. Behind
the scenes, there are hosts of heavenly beings at work. Our lives are impacted
by the activities of good and evil forces. Christians must remember that “The
glory of God is more important than your or my or Job’s comfort.”1
Christians cannot expect to escape evil and adversity in life. Although
Satan does have some power in the world, his ability is limited by the discretion of God. Job’s faith was severely tested, yet he continued to be blameless,
upright, fear God, and turn away from evil. Although we may not understand
all that is happening in our lives, we can stand firm in our faith.
Our God cares for His own. With that said, our faith cannot be measured
by the material possessions we own nor the family we cherish. When we buy
into the false narrative of the prosperity gospel, we are guilty of defaming
God. The Father is active in the lives of His people and seeks to have a relationship with all people (John 3:16).
The Lord created humans to glorify Him. God is glorified by our faithful
service to Him and our fear of sinning against Him. Christians should follow
the example of Job and focus on our spiritual health and that of our children.
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NOTES
		Christopher Ash. Job: The Wisdom of the Cross (Wheaton, IL: Crossway
Books, 2014), 45.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. As students arrive, have them consider the following statement (printed on paper or written on a board): “Something that makes me afraid
is _______.” Invite students to share responses once all class members
arrive.
2. Place student responses in one of two categories: “Known (Seen) Cause”
and “Unknown (Unseen) Cause.”
		 •	Ask class members if one category elicits more fear than the other
and briefly discuss.
		 •	Ask if they feel that God operates in one category more than the other and briefly discuss.
3.	Have the Study Aim for this lesson read aloud, then lead the class in
prayer.

Guide Bible Study
4. Read Job 1:1-5, then ask for responses to the following questions:
		 • Which of Job’s character traits is presented first?
		 •	What might be the importance of the listed order of Job’s character
qualities?
		 •	Job was richly blessed in his relationship with God. What blessings
can you identify in your life that stem from your relationship with
God?
5. Have students form pairs and consider the following questions. Allow a
few minutes for discussion, then have selected pairs share responses.
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		 • Compare Job 1:1 with Acts 24:16.
		 •	How can believers today accomplish these goals? What actions could
be taken to achieve these goals?
6. Read Job 1:6-7 and then ask the following:
		 •	What do we learn about Satan in this passage? (Responses might
include facts about Satan specifically, his intentions and plans, his
relationship to God, etc.)
		 •	What is unique about the beings assembled on this day? (Responses
might include the angels, the devil, they were presenting themselves
before God, etc.)
		 •	What other Scripture reference can tell us about Satan’s behavior (cf.
Ephesians 6:10-13; 1 Peter 5:8)
7. Have students compare the question that God asked of Satan (1:7) with
the question He asked of Adam in Genesis 3:9. Discuss the rationale for
both questions, and what implications they might have for us today.
8. Direct class members to the sidebar, “Under Attack.” Have them consider the courtroom image and respond to the following:
		 •	Who are/who is the prosecuting attorney, defense attorney, witnesses, judge?
		 •	What encouraging thing can you name about each person or position?
9. Read 1 Peter 5:8 to the class. Ask for responses to the following questions:
		 •	If Peter is correct about Satan’s goal, why would God direct the enemy to “consider” His servant?
		 • Did God hand Job over to be attacked? Why do you think this way?
10. Read Job 1:8-12. Have students return to their pairs and consider the
following questions. Allow a few minutes for discussion, then have selected pairs share responses.
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		 • How does Satan’s accusation disparage both God and Job?
		 •	What can we learn about God from His handling of Satan’s accusation?
		 • Why do you think God gave permission to Satan to attack Job?
		 •	Would you consider Job’s cause of suffering to be Known or Unknown? Why did you choose that option?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Encourage Application
11. Based upon the evidence (1:1, 8; 2:3), God chose His champion well.
		 •	What actions can be undertaken by believers today to allow us to be
protected in a fashion similar to Job? (Have learners read Psalms 91
and 121, as well as 1 Corinthians 10:13.)
12. Direct students to the sidebar, “Is Opportunity Knocking?” Give them a
few moments to consider the challenge it contains regarding removing
opportunities for the enemy to attack in their lives.
13. Refer back to the categories of Causes in Step 2. Ask for responses to the
following questions:
		 • When causes of suffering are Known, how should we respond?
		 • When causes of suffering are Unknown, how should we respond?
		 •	What hope or encouragement can we find in this lesson when we are
faced with Unknown causes of suffering? (Hint: refer to 1:6)
14. Close the lesson in prayer, praising God for His sovereignty over all
things, both seen and unseen.
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DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. As students arrive, direct their attention to this statement on paper or
on a board: “Prosperity can become Adversity in the blink of an eye.” As
class begins, ask for responses that illustrate the statement. (Responses might include medical diagnoses, financial issues, natural disasters,
etc.)
2. Briefly summarize the introduction to this study found in the Study
Guide, then read the lesson Study Aim aloud. Lead the class in prayer,
asking for God to grant wisdom to believers as they face moments of
suffering in their lives.

Guide Bible Study
3. Read Job 1:1-5. Ask students to respond to the following questions:
		 • What unique quality did Job possess?
		 •	What is the difference between being sinless and being blameless?
(Use the Teaching Guide “Bible Comments” to help frame the discussion.)
		•	
Is wealth an indication that God is pleased with one’s life? Why or
why not?
		•	
How do Job’s attitudes about his children’s behavior compare with
today’s societal attitudes toward religious activity?
4. Read 1 John 4:18 and compare it with Job 1:1. Ask class members for
responses:
		 • What does it mean to “fear God?”
		 •	Are the fear of God and the love of God consistent or inconsistent
with one another? Why is this your answer?
		 • What are ways you can fear God today?
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5. Read Job 1:6-7. Using information from the Study Guide and Teaching
Guide “Bible Comments,” comment upon the actions of the “accuser”
and the importance of the heavenly gathering. (See also Matthew 4:111; 1 Chronicles 21:1; Zechariah 3:1-2.)
6. Ask students to evaluate their belief of Satan’s existence on a scale from
1 to 10 (1 = “Not at all” and 10 = “Absolutely”). Ask for suggestions on
how to respond in a Christ-like manner to someone whose belief is different from their own.
7. Read Job 1:8-12. Have class members answer the following questions:
		 • What is God’s purpose in suggesting Job to Satan?
		 • Why couldn’t Satan have attacked Job at this point?
		 • What was Satan’s response to the good qualities God saw in Job?
		 • How did Job’s devotions prepare him for what would happen to him?
		 •	What blessings can you see in your life that are connected to your
relationship with God (even if they are not identical to Job’s)?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
8. What similarities can you find between Job and Jesus? (Responses might
include being blameless and upright, an innocent sufferer, God’s plan
that was not known to those around them, etc.) What encouragement
can you find today in these two examples?

Encourage Application
9. Read Ephesians 6:10-13. Ask the class members to share their responses:
		 • What bearing do Paul’s comments have on Job’s life?
		 • What about our lives today?
		 •	What hope or encouragement can we find in this lesson when we are
faced with unknown causes of suffering? (Hint: refer to 1:6)
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10. Encourage students to recall a recent moment of suffering in their life.
Then have them respond to the following questions:
		 • How did your response in the suffering reflect God’s sovereignty?
		 •	If the suffering were not the consequence of personal sin, what would
you change about how you responded to better reflect your trust in
God’s unseen actions?
11. Close in prayer, asking God to help us remember He is sovereign when
we face moments of suffering that come into our lives.

Focal Text

Background

Job 1:13-22

Romans 11:33-36

lesson

2

When Everything
Falls Apart
MAIN IDEA

If our sense of worth and joy is based
upon a loving relationship with a living God, there is absolutely nothing
that can separate us from that love.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How do I express my grief?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand that God
may take something away from them
without giving a reason

BIBLE
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GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
The battle for the heart of Job was on. Although he had no clue what was
about to happen to him and his family, Job’s life, as he knew it, was about to
come to a painful end. It’s probably a good thing Job had not been privy to
the challenge Satan issued to God.
Just when everything was going so well, Job encountered an uncalculated disaster. He lost everything but his life (and his wife) and saw himself
move from great riches to filthy rags. What did Job do? Everything Job had
seen as success in his life was gone. Satan destroyed everything that spoke
of the potential for his family. Would Job fulfill Satan’s prediction, or would
he stand firm in his faith? Would Job commit the sin he feared his children
would, that is, curse God, or would his grief move him closer to God?
Job knew full well that God was the source of all he possessed. Job’s proverb makes this clear: “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be
the name of the Lord” (Job 1:21b). No one likes to suffer. No one wants to
experience a significant loss in their life. But suffering, loss, and troubles are
part of life.
The message of Job helps believers understand that although trouble is
inevitable, the grace and mercy of God is more. Paul encourages us through
tough times when he wrote, “How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways!” (Romans 11: 33b). Here, inscrutable simply means it is
impossible to understand or interpret the ways and thoughts of God. Just as
Job never really understood the reasons for God’s testing of his faith, so too
we may never know the reason for tough times in our life.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
A Day of Celebration (1:13)
“Now there was a day” recalls the practice of habitual celebration by the
members of Job’s family. We have seen the day the Bible described Job as the
“greatest of all the people of the east” (Job 1: 3b). We have listened as Satan,
in the presence of the Lord, challenged God for the soul of Job (Job 1:9-11).
Now there is another day, a great day of celebration, in the home of Job’s
eldest son. By all accounts, they were having a wonderful time together, as
usual. It was a typical celebration day.

A Day of Disaster (1:14-19)
1:14-15. Apparently, Job was in his own home while his children were celebrating together, as “there came a messenger to Job,” announcing that the
Sabeans had stolen all of his oxen (500 animals) and all of his donkeys (500
animals). This tragedy was a considerable loss to Job’s net worth. The “Sabeans” were roving people from Arabia. They not only stole Job’s stock, but
they also killed his servants. The phrases “fell among them,” “took them,”
“struck down,” and “the edge of the sword” speak of violence similar to what
we regularly experience in our contemporary culture. A typical farm day
came to an end with a terrorist attack. One servant survived the attack and
immediately ran to tell Job of his misfortune.

1:16. As if Job’s life could not get worse, a second messenger arrived after
the first messenger completed his message. It seemed that “the fire of God”
(a biblical reference to a lightning storm, 2 Kings 1:12) had stuck all 7000 of
Job’s sheep and burned them up, along with Job’s servants. Only the messenger survived. The Lord allowed a natural disaster to reduce Job’s holdings
and his wealth.

1:17. Once again, the Lord allowed an act of terror to reduce Job’s wealth further. This time the “Chaldeans,” unsettled nomadic marauders from southern
Mesopotamia who traveled the Transjordan area, stole Job’s 3000 camels.
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As experienced trouble-makers, they approached the camp from three directions, demonstrating their cunning and military abilities. As before, only one
servant escaped. Since camels were the most valuable of all animals, this significant loss was stunning to Job. Having lost 500 oxen, 500 donkeys, 7000
sheep, and 3000 camels, Job lost his distinction of being the “greatest of all
the people of the east.” Job had hit rock bottom, or had he?

1:18-19. As Job attempted to process his significant losses, he experienced
the most tremendous loss any parent might face…the deaths of his children.
Job’s love for his children was extraordinary. Job worked hard to ensure they
were successful, loving, and God-honoring. Job was so concerned about his
children’s spiritual condition that he offered expensive burnt offerings just in
case they might have cursed or dishonored God (Job 1:5).
“Your sons and daughters” remind us that Job was a blessed man, not
only because he owned large herds of animals, but he also had fathered seven sons and three daughters. Job had no reason to believe his children had
dishonored God, but he did not want to take a chance that they might. Therefore, he offered sacrifices on their behalf continually (Job 1:5).
A fourth messenger brought the terrible news of a “great wind” that
“came across the wilderness” and “struck the four corners of the house” of
Job’s eldest son. For Job’s son to lose his house was a terrible thing, but the
messenger’s notice got even worse. The shaken courier told Job that the
house “fell upon the young people” and “they are dead.” The wind was more
than the sirocco, or hot east wind (Jonah 4:8) so often tormenting the people
of the desert. Here, the indication was that a sudden, violent, destructive
wind, such as a tornado, had caused the house’s four corners to collapse and
fall on Job’s family. A second natural disaster had brought significant loss to
Job.
Job lost his finances and family and found himself reduced to a pauper’s
state on this day. Bankrupt, all hope of prosperity was gone.

A Day of Worship (1:20-22)
1:20. What was Job’s response to these disasters? Would he fulfill the prophecy of Satan? No. Job did what he had always done…he worshiped God. Job
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“arose.” He may have tried to get to his feet before each of the terrible events
he had encountered. However, before he could, he was confronted with another loss. Finally, Job made it to his feet only to prepare himself for worship.
As Job “tore his robe” and “shaved his head,” he portrayed a person in mourning. The outer garment was a symbol of a high-ranking person. Job no longer
saw himself in that light. Also, by shaving his head, Job symbolized losing the
highest blessings from God, his children.
Additionally, Job “fell on the ground,” symbolizing the act of homage and
submission to someone much more significant than he (Ecclesiastes 5:15).
Job’s actions led to a time of worship of God. Not only did Job not curse God,
but he worshiped Him.

1:21. Job’s worship included a benediction to the Lord. Job realized he began life with nothing (“naked I came from my mother’s womb”), and he would
leave this life with nothing (“naked shall I return”). Since everything he had
was a gift from God (“the Lord gave”), Job saw that it was God’s prerogative
to take it all away, part of God being God. Job seemed to understand that the
Lord would meet his needs no matter the circumstance. Now that he had lost
everything, Job blessed the name of the Lord.

1:22. “In all of this” refers to the terrible events of the day that turned Job’s
life upside-down. Amazingly, “Job did not sin” or “charge God with wrong,” an
incredible statement of Job’s faith. The Lord had described Job as a “blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil.” And so, it
seemed he was. Satan’s plan failed, at least so far.

Focus on the Meaning
The story of Job has brought encouragement to many believers throughout
the centuries. How is it that the most remarkable man in the east found himself in poverty in just one day, and he still offered praise to God? What is
it that was so special about Job? Perhaps, we may find the answer to this
question in the Lord’s description of Job, when he challenged Satan: “Have
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you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” (Job
1:8). God’s measure of Job’s worth was not his many blessings and possessions but his character and commitment to God.
When it comes to our sense of worth, we should not be surprised to find
that we too must focus on building our character through godly fear. We are
not who we are because of what we have, but rather because of whose we are.
As image-bearers of God, we find our identity in Him.
When we experience loss, trials, temptations, and turmoil, we can know
that nothing can separate us from the love of God. The Apostle Paul puts it
this way, “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). Paul also tells us that we
are “more than conquerors” (Romans 8:37b). Job was not a loser; he was a
conqueror. We can be conquerors as well
Loss leads to grief, and grief leads to one of two actions: hardened hearts
or worship. Job chose to respond to his suffering through humble worship.
He stripped himself of everything that represented his stature in life to adore
and honor the Lord. The words of Job acknowledge his dependence on God.
We, too, face decisions about how to deal with grief and loss. Will we move
toward God or away from Him?
Finally, and most importantly, God didn’t tell Job why he was suffering
such loss. Often, He will do the same in our lives. We can find comfort in the
truth that God doesn’t owe us an explanation when He takes something from
us. Job said it well when he said, the Lord gave me all I had, and the Lord has
taken it all away, blessed be the name of the Lord. Great advice for us from
Job.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Prior to class, create a collage of images and words surrounding the
phrase “Unanswered Questions.” (Items might include “Bermuda Triangle,” “Ark of the Covenant,” “Reasons for Teenage Behavior,” etc.) As
students arrive, direct them to study the collage and determine what
emotions might be connected with these items.
2. Once all students have arrived, allow a few minutes for class responses, making sure that any connected emotions are explained. Ask class
members the following questions:
		 •	Are any emotions common to unanswered questions? If so, what are
they?
		 •	Does receiving an answer to your questions elicit a different emotion?
		 •	How does a person move past the emotion connected to an unanswered question and keep living their life?
3. State the “Study Aim” for this lesson and inform the class that a believer’s trust in God ought to outweigh any emotion connected to our moments of uncertainty. Lead the class in prayer, asking God for wisdom
in uncertain times.

Guide Bible Study
4. Read Job 1:13-16. Using material from the Teaching Guide “Bible Comments,” summarize the means that Satan used to attack Job. Ask class
members to respond to the following:
		 • How might the world in Job’s time view these events?
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		 • How does society today tend to view tragic events such as these?
		 • Have you ever had a day like Job’s? If so, how did you respond?
5. Remind the class that the adversity serves to confirm God’s opinion of
Job’s character. Have the class divide into pairs (as is possible) and discuss the questions below. After a few minutes, have pairs share their
answers with the class.
		 •	The “fire of God” in verse 16—who actually is the cause of the destruction?
		 •	As we face adversity, is our tendency to assign blame for it, or something else?
		 •	What encouragement (if any) can be found for believers today from
Satan’s attacks? (Hint: see Romans 8:28)
		 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
6. Read Job 1:17-19. Summarize the information found in the Teaching
Guide “Bible Comments” to help students understand the escalating
losses to Job, culminating with the final servant’s report. Ask for responses to these questions:
		 • What made Job “the greatest of all the people of the east?”
		 •	What do you think ran through Satan’s mind as he watched Job absorb this final horrific message?
7. Direct students to the sidebar, “Pain Into Purpose,” and have them read
it silently. Have learners compare their response to suffering with Spafford’s response to suffering.
		 • Are the responses similar or different? Why is this the case?
		 •	What, if anything, could change to better reflect a trust in God’s sovereignty and His love?
8. Read Job 1:20-22. Briefly describe how Job’s actions fit into the cultural
norms of his time. Using the pairs formed in Step 5, have the class con-
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sider the following questions and then share their conclusions with the
class.
		 •	How does Job’s response show his grief as well as his devotion to the
Lord?
		 •	What principles can we apply to our lives from Job’s actions as we
experience grief today?
		 •	What advice might you give to someone who recently has suffered a
tremendous loss?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)

Encourage Application
9. On a board, draw a scale from 1 to 10 (or print one on paper). Assign
the values as 1=“No trust at all,” and 10=“Consistently Trusting”; then
ask students to consider where their trust in God would be during moments of unexplained pain or grief. Ask them to silently consider what
it would take to move closer to consistently trusting God.
10. Provide copies of the lyrics to “It Is Well With My Soul.” Remind class
members to consider what purpose God might have in allowing pain
and suffering to come into their individual lives and have them consider
how their responses can provide encouragement and hope to others in
the future.
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
11. Close the lesson with prayer, praising God for being trustworthy when
we cannot see a reason for the adversity we experience.
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DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Display the following quote from Oswald Chambers on a board or printed on paper: “Suffering is the heritage of the bad, the penitent, and the
Son of God. Each one ends at the cross.”1
2, As students arrive, have them consider which of the three categories
most resembles their lives. As the lesson begins, ask if there is any person who would not fit into one of the categories. Explain to students
that suffering affects all persons at some point in their lives; this lesson
will help us understand how Job’s heritage of suffering is one we share
today.
			 Lead the class in prayer, asking God for wisdom to show our grief to
Him appropriately.

Guide Bible Study
3. Read Job 1:13-16. Using the material in the Teaching Guide “Bible Comments,” briefly explain the methods Satan used to attack Job. Ask for
responses to the following:
		 •	What is the time frame in which all of these calamities occurred to
Job?
		 •	How much of God’s permission to attack Job did Satan use? What
does that tell us about allowing Satan to have a foothold in our lives?
(See Ephesians 4:26.)
		 •	What was Satan’s purpose in attacking Job? Is this the same purpose
he has in attacking believers today? Why or why not?
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4. Read Job 1:17-19 and have students discuss the following:
		 •	Who or what was the cause of Job’s suffering: God, random chance,
Satan, Job, other people, or a combination of these? What would be
an example of each of these in our day?
		 •	Who else besides Job lost something on this day? What was lost?
What can we learn from this?
		 •	What do we learn about Satan’s powers from these attacks? What
implications does this have for believers today?
5. Enlist a class member who is comfortable speaking in front of the class
to give a 60-90 second monologue as Job, expressing how it felt to experience these losses in one afternoon. Have students consider what
advice they would give to Job if he were their best friend.
6. Read Job 1:20-22 and use material from the Teaching Guide “Bible Comments” to briefly explain the significance of tearing one’s robe and shaving one’s head. Lead class members to identify modern-day equivalents
of these actions.
7. Have students respond to the following questions:
		 •	Compare the Lord’s expectation of Job with Satan’s expectation—to
which one is Job’s response the closest?
		 •	Does Job’s worship prove or disprove Satan’s claim in 1:9? Why or
why not?
		 •	How were Job’s actions appropriate for his relationship with God?
What implications are there for believers today who are suffering?
		 •	Verse 22 states Job “did not sin” in his response, either in action or
blame. How was Job able to withstand the enemy’s attacks? (See
Ephesians 6:13.)
		 •	Why do you think Job did not accuse God of wrongdoing? How likely
are we today of accusing God of wrongdoing when suffering occurs?
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Encourage Application
8. What principles from today’s lesson can you apply to your walk of faith?
9. Read the sidebar, “Pain Into Purpose,” to the class. Have learners silently consider the final sentence as a challenge in their own moments of
suffering.
10. Close the class in prayer, praising God for His trustworthiness in times
of suffering when the cause is unknown.

Background

Focal Text

Job 2:1-10; 3:11, 20-26

1 Kings 19:4-8;
Jeremiah 20:14-18

lesson

3

Life or Death?

MAIN IDEA

Satan was persistent in his attack
against Job, and he is still attacking
God’s servants today.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

When I’m under attack, does that
make me better or bitter?
TEACHING AIM

To encourage adults to understand
that even God’s faithful servants may
sometimes feel like quitting

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Death is the ultimate human loss. When we die, we lose everything except
the promise of eternal life with Jesus. However, some things may seem worse
than death itself, especially when we find ourselves in the midst of suffering. If we doubt this idea, we need only read the sad story of Job and his
response to Satan’s attack, including the loss of his wealth, family, position,
and health. It would have been easy for Job to turn bitter and away from God
instead of maintaining his integrity and faith.
Job was not the only one who suffered the attack of the evil one. While
battling Jezebel and Ahab, Elijah found himself at the breaking point, giving up and wishing to die: “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life” (1
Kings 19:4b). Although he was one of the greatest prophets in the Bible, he
was ready to succumb. The angel of the Lord offered food to Elijah and then
encouragement through the power of a low whisper (1 Kings 19:12). Elijah
found the strength to keep following the Lord.
Likewise, the Prophet Jeremiah found himself in deep despair and defeat
when he wrote, “Cursed be the day on which I was born!” (Jeremiah 20:14a).
Amid persecution, even the most vital followers of God may find themselves
at the end of their rope. Thankfully, Jeremiah regained the power to recover
his faith and to return to his prophetic calling.
Since the beginning of time, Satan has been prowling “around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5: 8b). Job was one of Satan’s
early victims, but he was not his last, and as followers of Christ, we should
not be surprised that Satan wants to kill us or cause us pain and suffering.
When times get tough, Christians may find comfort in the words of Job:
“Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?” (Job 2:10).
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Interpreting the Scriptures
Here We Go Again (2:1-6)
2:1. It seems like Déjà vu! Once again, Jehovah and his council joined Satan
to discuss Job and his dedication to the Lord. Job was not invited to this
meeting, just as before. That Satan came to “present himself before the Lord”
solidifies the fact that he is subject to the sovereign power of the Lord.

2:2-3. Satan was once again quizzed. He answered much the same as before
and then was confronted with the Lord’s repeated question, “Have you considered my servant Job,” but with the addendum, “He still holds fast to his
integrity” (3). “Integrity” here means “his inside is the same as his outside.”
What you see is what you get. Job was not fake; he was the real deal. The same
word is used in 1:8 and 2:3 and is translated blameless. Although the Lord
had allowed Satan to try Job, Satan’s genuine desire was to obliterate him for
no reason other than that he honored the Lord. Job’s sufferings were without
foundation and undeserved. Although Satan had been given permission to
take all that Job possesses, he remained frustrated that he was not permitted
to “touch” Job’s person by causing him to die.

2:4-5. At this point, Satan wanted Job to have some “skin” in the game. The
idiom “skin for skin” is not an easy one to understand. However, the general meaning is given in the same verse, suggesting that humans will pay any
price for his life (4). Barnes understands this phrase to mean “if Job was so
inflicted in his body that he was likely to die, he would give up his religion
in order to purchase his life.”1 Another possibility is that this idiom refers to
skins being bartered in a fair exchange: one skin for another skin of equal
value.2 Although the actual meaning may be unknown, Satan’s point is well
made: attack the only thing the man has, bring him close to death, and he
will curse God. However, for the wager to be fulfilled, Job must live if Satan
expected him to curse God for his suffering.
Verse 5 seems to repeat Satan’s accusation at the first council, with a
slight adjustment. “Touch” has in mind the act of striking. Here, Satan asked
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the Lord to physically “strike” Job with sickness and pain. Satan understands
the difference between what a person has and what a person is. Although we
are stung by the loss of loved ones and our own possessions, so much more
is the pain of losing our health and well-being. Paul understood this when he
wrote, “For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it,
just as Christ does the church” (Ephesians 5:29). Satan’s new strategy was to
strike Job’s body, causing him to curse God to his face.

2:6. Once again, the Lord agreed to Satan’s challenge, with the understanding that Job’s life was to be spared. Jehovah had so much confidence in Job’s
faith that He permitted Job to be tortured to disprove Satan’s hypothesis.

Can Things Get Any Worse? (2:7-10)
2:7-8. When Satan left the presence of the Lord, he went straight to work.
There is no mention of another day as in chapter 1. The transition was immediate. This time, Satan took personal responsibility for the torture of Job instead of relying on natural disasters and terrorists. Satan’s plot was to strike
Job with “loathsome sores,” weeping sores that caused great distress and
pain. It is difficult to know just what kind of illness Job contracted. The words
used here are descriptive and not diagnostic, although they can mean boil or
eruption. The sores were hot and inflamed (2 Kings 20:7; Exodus 9:9-11; and
Isaiah 38:21) and leprose (Leviticus 13:18-23). Vicchio concludes that just as
Job’s place of origin is unknown, so is his disease. Therefore, it is best to refer
to Job’s illness as “The Disease of Diseases.”3
Job’s solution to the oozing sores was to “scrape himself” with “broken
pottery” while “he sat in the ashes.” Job likely came to this “hellish” location
during chapter one to mourn. Ashes were ritually used, as was dust, in public
mourning (Job 30:19; Job 42:6). (Jesus used such a heap as a representation
of Hell or Gehenna, the valley of the sons of Hinnom.) Job treated his sores
with a piece of broken pottery, possibly from the heap upon which he sat. Job
found some comfort as he scraped the pus-filled pockets of the sores, easing
his misery.
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2:9-10. Now we meet Job’s wife. She speaks only here, at a pivotal point in
the story. Whether she was trying to encourage Job or mock him, the words
she uttered were interesting. She reinforced God’s words in Job 2:3 concerning Job’s integrity. However, she closed her monologue by adding, “Curse God
and die” (Job 2:9). There is some disagreement as to the meaning of “curse”
as it appears in this verse. Some commentators suggest the word should be
taken as “bless. However, others prefer the traditional “curse God and die,” as
the implication is that Job’s wife wanted him to do what Job had worried so
much that his children might do, that is, curse God. No doubt, any wife would
wish that her husband’s sufferings would come to an end even if through
death. Perhaps she knew that for one to curse God would lead to one’s death,
much preferable to living in such a condition (theological suicide).
Job responded to his wife by comparing her words to those of a foolish
woman. He does not call her foolish, nor does he call her a fool, but rather
condemns her speech. Job sees her suggestion as a validation of the Adversary’s charge, and to curse God would only violate Job’s integrity. Job was not
willing to use his religion for his own personal gain. His purpose was to serve
God faithfully, no matter what the consequence.
Job closed his conversation with his wife by rephrasing his allegiance to
the Lord in chapter one (Job 1:21). This time, Job hinted that people should
not be surprised at evil in their lives in light of the good received from the
Lord. It is also notable that he spoke in the plural, “we,” instead of referring
only to himself. Some scholars understand Job’s statement here to mean
that Job trusted God’s knowledge of what was best for him, whether good or
evil. To “receive” refers to accepting what God gives through his loving providence. “Good” and “evil” serve as ethical correlatives, speaking of blessing
and its opposite.
Finally, Job was vindicated; again, the narrator declared that Job had not
sinned with his lips (1:22). Satan had predicted that Job would curse God in
response to the loss of his health. Once again, Satan lost. There was no implication that Job sinned in his heart, just that Satan’s strategy had failed. Job
had endured two rounds of testing by Satan and yet maintained his integrity.
Job’s conclusion was that God is the author of everything and deserves his
worship and service.
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Just Let Me Die (3:11, 20-26)
3:11. Job offered a lament throughout the last half of chapter 3. Here Job
asks “why’” not expecting to receive an answer but to relieve his despair. The
despair was not directed toward God but toward his suffering. After a perfect
life until now, he wished that he had “expired” or been stillborn at birth.
Job spoke philosophically, addressing the suffering of all people.
He asked why God allows people to be born if they will enter into a life of
suffering (verse 20). Job compared the longing of those who suffer to those
who seek treasure. Job suggested that those who mourn “rejoice exceedingly” when they find their “treasure,” that is, death. It seems they would give
anything to die (Matthew 13:44).
Interestingly, Job said he felt “hedged in” by God. Previously (Job 1:10),
the hedge around Job protected him from evil, providing a good life for Job.
In verse 23, the hedge was an obstacle for Job, standing in the way of his
death. “Whether a hedge is a protection or an obstacle depends only on one’s
point of view.”4
3:20-23.

3:24-26. Job moved from philosophical rhetoric to personal frustration.
The first-person pronouns (my, I, me) leave no doubt that Job spoke of his
own sufferings. Instead of feasting on the bread and water of life, Job consumed himself with his dissatisfaction over his situation. He saw his life as
being unlivable (Psalm 42:10, 80:6, 102:10).
“For the thing that I fear” must refer to Job’s subconscious understanding that even those who are blessed by God may encounter suffering and
loss. Job’s life was completely turned upside-down: from ease to “not at ease,”
from quiet to “no quiet,” and from rest to “no rest.” Job moved from “the
greatest of all the people of the east” to a man of troubles.

Focus on the Meaning
Perseverance, a Baptist theological distinctive, involves having the endurance
to “make it to the end.” Most often, this doctrine relates to the idea of eternal
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security. Christians are not exempt from suffering physical pain or lapses in
faith. However, it is a blessing that believers in Christ cannot lose their eternal life no matter life circumstances. Although Job suffered a significant loss,
he remained faithful to God. He may have complained about his life situation, but he knew that God was the source of his life. Christian believers may
rest assured that Jesus knows full well the struggles of life (Hebrews 4:15).
When we do face struggles and suffering, we may respond in one of two
ways. We accept the circumstances as a “gift from God,” thus moving closer
to Jesus in our relationship with Him. Or, we are repulsed by the situation,
blame God for our troubles, and run away from God. Remember, we are part
of the body of Christ, and when one part of the body suffers, the whole body
suffers (1 Corinthians 12:26). Thus, we should see trials and suffering as a
pathway to growing closer to Christ and one another.
Finally, Job’s story helps us see that even the “greatest” servant of Christ
may fall victim to discouragement and doubt. Each year thousands of ministers leave their calling. If full-time, professional Christ-servants come to the
end of their ropes and call it quits, it is not difficult to understand that everyday believers will find themselves in the same spot at least once in life. We
should draw from Job’s experience that we know God is in control although
suffering may come. Not only is it essential for us to maintain our integrity,
but we must also remember that God will maintain His integrity; He is God,
and we are not.

NOTES
Albert Barnes, The Book of Job: A Commentary (London, England: 1847),
27.
2
David J. A. Clines, “Job 1-20,” Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas, TX: Word
Books, 1989), 43.
3
Stephen J. Vicchio, The Book of Job: A History of Interpretation and a Commentary (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2020), 58.
4
Clines, 101.
1
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Do a short Internet search of famous persons and their stories of perseverance.1 Select three names and print a picture of them for the class.
Display the pictures on a board for class members to observe as they
arrive for the lesson.
2. Ask students to determine the common characteristic between the individuals. Reveal that each person showed great perseverance in their
respective situations. Read the “Study Aim,” and state that today’s lesson will encourage learners to persevere in their walk of faith.
3. Lead the class in prayer, asking God to strengthen each member’s faith
in seasons of struggle and adversity.

Guide Bible Study
4. Read Job 2:1-6. Form listening groups of 2-3 persons, have each group
discuss the following items below and then report their findings to the
class.
		 •	How is this heavenly encounter similar to the first? How is it different?
		 •	Compare God’s comments about Job now with His comments in 1:8.
If there is any change, describe what changed.
		 •	Which of the two had cause for their actions concerning Job?
		 •	What does this challenge tell us about God’s goodness? Why would
He allow the adversary to go to such lengths?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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5. Using the Study Guide and Teaching Guide “Bible Comments,” analyze
the statement Satan made to the Lord regarding “stretch out Your hand”
(2:5). Be sure to distinguish between causing an event and allowing an
event.
6. Prepare three sheets of paper that display the following phrases: Tornado Destroying Property; Sudden Death of a Child; and Extreme Financial Losses. Show each to the class and have them discuss scenarios
using the following prompts:
		 •	How might this scenario challenge a person’s faith?
		 •	Would it be easy or difficult to blame God for this type of event? Why
do you feel that way?
		 •	How would you respond to a friend who is enduring this scenario (or
a similar one) and is verbally expressing their anger with God?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
7. Read Job 2:7-10. Using the same listening groups from Step 4, have the
groups discuss the following questions and then share their findings
with the class.
		 •	How does this attack from the enemy increase the pressure on Job to
curse God?
		 •	How would you describe the advice Job received from his wife? Have
you ever been guilty of giving similar advice?
		 •	How does Job’s response (2:10) compare with Satan’s expectation
(2:5)? What caused Job to respond as he did? (Be specific)
		 •	We can see the discussion behind Job’s suffering, but he does not.
What can this tell us about our own moments of suffering?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
8. Instruct students to listen for the emotional tone of Job’s lament, then
read Job 3:11, 20-26. Have the class brainstorm how to best illustrate
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those emotions using a color. (Example: If Job was expressing happiness or joy, then his color might be yellow.)
9. Direct students to the sidebar, “When Things Don’t Add Up.” Have listening groups discuss the material for a few minutes, and then offer
responses to the following:
		 •	Can you relate to the disconnect that Job felt? If so, how so? (Be sensitive to class members’ emotions during this exercise.)
		 •	If your emotion right now were a color, which would it be and why?

Encourage Application
10. Remind class members of the activity in Step 2, and have them respond
to the following:
		 •	How would these individuals’ lives be different if they had given up?
How would our lives be different?
		 •	How will my perseverance today affect my future spiritual life? How
might it affect others’ lives?
11. Prepare slips of paper for the class with the following statements on
them. Allow students to take slips and complete them during the week.
		 •	I can identify with Job because of _______________.
		 •	From this lesson, I have been challenged to _______________.
		 •	When adversity arrives, I can persevere because _______________.
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
12. Close the lesson with prayer, offering gratitude for God’s sovereignty
over all things.
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DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Research an area in the world recently hit with a series of natural disasters (Louisiana coastal region, California wildfires and droughts, etc.).
On a board (or a piece of paper) write in large letters, “HOW MUCH IS
ENOUGH?” then list various ways that residents in the area were affected.
2. As class members arrive, direct their attention to the list and have them
consider the point they would move out of that particular region, and
why. After all members arrive, explain to them the “Question to Explore” and the “Study Aim” for this lesson.
3. Lead the class in prayer, asking God to strengthen those who might
be struggling with sin today, or perhaps overwhelmed with emotional
stress.

Guide Bible Study
4. Read Job 2:1-6. Using material from the Teaching Guide “Bible Comments,” summarize the meaning of the words “integrity” and “incited”
(both in verse 5). Ask learners to respond to the following questions:
		 •	How is the heavenly scene similar to Chapter 1? What additional detail does God say about Job?
		 •	What can we learn about Satan’s methodology, when comparing this
argument with his previous statements?
		 •	Did God’s protection over Job change? How so? What does this tell
us about God?
		 •	As we progress through this study, we can see the conversation between God and Satan, but Job cannot. What implications does this
have for our own suffering?

52 

Praise Him in the Storm: When Life Falls Apart

5. Read Job 2:7-10. Lead class discussion using the following questions:
		 •	What is the purpose of Job’s actions in verse 8?
		 •	How would you describe the words of Job’s wife: conventional wisdom or unconventional wisdom? Why did you choose that answer?
		 •	Why did Job refuse to accuse God of wrongdoing?
		 •	Do God’s actions thus far suggest that He is less than perfectly good?
Why or why not?
6. Using the Teaching Guide “Bible Comments,” briefly summarize the information regarding “perseverance” for the class. Be sure to offer the
class hope through the choice of moving closer to Christ in moments of
suffering.
7. Read Job 3:11, 20-26. Describe how the emotional tone of Job’s lament
differs from that of his earlier statements (1:21; 2:10). Have class members respond to the following questions:
		 •	How does Job’s understanding of the “hedge” and Satan’s understanding of it differ? Which one do we more readily choose as our
viewpoint?
		 •	Many people in Job’s position might choose or justify the path of suicide. What can we learn from Job’s statements expressing his grief?

Encourage Application
8. Direct students to the sidebar, “When Pain Is Too Great.” Summarize
the information and have class members consider how they would respond in these scenarios:
		 •	A close friend undergoing severe pain and emotional stress at home
speaks to you about harming themselves to escape the turmoil.
		 •	A neighbor whose lifestyle you disagree with is facing a nasty relationship breakup. You bump into them at a public place, and they are
in tears.
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9. Job was one hundred percent honest with God about his feelings. What
benefit is there to you to be so truthful? What prevents you from that
level of transparency with God?
10. Close the class in prayer and lift up those who are struggling with stress,
pain, and unwise advice from their circle of friends. Ask God to help
them follow His path and not their own.

NOTES
1

For example, www.growthink.com/content/7-entrepreneurs-whose-perseverance-will-inspire-you has several good examples with short synopses
of their stories (accessed 10-03-2021).
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Job 2:11-13; 22:5-6, 9-11
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
The arrival of Job’s three friends added a new focus to the ongoing drama of
Job and his suffering. Until his three friends showed up, Job had been alone
with his pain and loss. However, when they appeared he had someone to
share his feelings of pain and suffering. Or did he?
In Romans, the Apostle Paul articulately drew a picture of Christian care
and concern for fellow believers. In eight verses, Paul used ten participles to
illustrate Christian ministry to those in need. Paul clarified that he spoke of
a continuous quality of life and not a one-time concern for others by utilizing
these specific participles.
In the case of Job’s friends, we see three men who genuinely cared for
Job and wished to help him recover from his problems. However, these men
also believed that Job was guilty of egregious sins, and his punishment for
those sins was just. Although they loved Job, they had bought into the theology of the day, that suffering comes from unconfessed sin.
We shouldn’t disregard these three friends of Job. They had at great
personal expense (they knew Job could not reimburse them for their travel
and lodging), planned to travel to encourage Job as he sat on the trash heap.
However, after sitting with Job for seven days, their true intent came out as
they made false accusations about Job and his relationship with God.
Just as Paul encouraged us in Romans 12 to show genuine love and brotherly affection, so we should honor one another, contributing to one another’s
needs. We should also practice hospitality to all people, including those who
rejoice, those who weep, and those who have come to the end of their rope.
In so doing, we become authentic images of God and assure others that Jesus
will never fail in our need.
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Interpreting the Scriptures
What’s A Friend For? (2:11-13)
2:11. Just as in an old western movie, the cavalry had finally arrived. Finally,
we hear that Job had three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, from distant
lands, and they had come to his rescue. The word “friends” in the Old Testament and wisdom literature means more than Facebook friends. Friends are
bound to a person with bonds of love. In Hebrew, chesed means pledged, unbreakable, or covenant love and involves loyalty to another (2 Samuel 16:1617; Job 6:14).
Since Job’s friends lived in three different locations, each far from Uz,
the time involved in coming was great. Job had most likely been sitting on
the ash heap for months. Imagine the limitations of communication and
transportation during the time of Job. These three men bore a significant
expense in time and money to make the trip. Since each man came from “his
own place,” they must have talked among themselves and planned the trip
carefully, requiring additional time. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar each came
from areas known for great wisdom. These men represented the wisdom of
the world in their time and were sure they would be successful in helping Job
recover.
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar came “together,” as one body, to show “sympathy” and “comfort” to their friend. Sympathy refers to entering into and
sharing the grief of another. “Comfort” comes from the Hebrew word nacham. Comfort is not the same as empathy, as empathy means only a silent
presence with one suffering. Comfort is more involved, more active, and verbal. It involves action, that of “speaking to the heart” to encourage a change
in thinking about suffering (Genesis 50:21; Ruth 2:13; 2 Samuel 19:7). In
short, comfort seeks to find a way to ease one’s pain.
2:12. As Job’s friends approached Job’s ash pile, they were shocked. “They
did not recognize him.” Imagine the pain these friends felt as they realized the seriousness of Job’s condition. Not only was Job suffering, but his
friends realized they would not be able to exchange their usual hugs, hand-

Lesson 4: When Friends Fail

57

shakes, and kisses of friendship. These men saw Job not as the friend they
had known but as a stranger. Because of their despair, Job’s friends “raised
their voices and wept.” Bakah, the Hebrew word for wept, means not only
silent tears one cries, but something done with the mouth and eyes. Not only
did they cry tears, but they groaned for Job (Psalm 6:8). The three friends
also “tore their robes,” much as Job did at the beginning of his mourning (Job
1:20). These men began their visit by identifying with Job and the loss of all
he had. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar further identified with Job by sprinkling
“dust on their heads.” Doing so represented mortality and death, as in Genesis 3:19, when the Creator reminded Adam, “You are dust and to dust you
shall return” (Joshua 7:6; 1 Samuel 4:12; 2 Samuel 13:19). By placing the
dust on their heads “toward heaven,” Job’s friends identified themselves in
their grief with Job’s ten dead children and Job himself as he appeared near
death to them.

2:13. That Job’s friends “sat with him on the ground seven days and seven
nights” indicated the dedication these friends had to Job. Today, most people
in the same situation would find a room in a nice hotel instead of sitting in a
pile of ashes visiting a mourning friend. These men did not sit on a carpet or
a chair but the dirt. Dirt is symbolic of the dust of death. We see this practice
also in Lamentations: “The elders of the daughters of Zion sit on the ground
in silence; they have thrown dust on their heads and put on sackcloth” (Lamentations 2:10). For seven days and nights, the three friends sat with Job
and never said a word to him. There was silence, at least toward Job. Job’s
suffering was more than physical, and he indeed desired the company of his
friends. That “no one spoke a word to him” seems to leave room for discussion among the friends about Job but not with Job. Some pastors refer to the
practice of not speaking during a ministry visit as the compassion of a silent
presence. Others see what occurred between Job and his friends as genuine friendship or deep ministry. Perhaps the seven-day silence symbolized
mourning for the dead, as in 1 Samuel 31:13, after the death of Saul, or that
Job’s friends saw him as already dead. They could think of nothing to say that
would give him the comfort he sought.
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The Sins of the Wealthy (22:5-6)
We all know that entertaining guests can be frustrating. An old saying states
that houseguests and fish stink after three days. Imagine what they are like
after seven. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar decided it was time to take care of
business and bring Job to his senses, that is, to get him to repent. We read
just part of Eliphaz’s condemnation of Job for his wrong-doings.

22:5. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar thought Job was guilty of sin, thus causing his suffering. “Is not your evil abundant” was the first time he was accused explicitly of being a sinner. It seemed that one specific sin Job had
committed was the abuse of power. Eliphaz accused Job of “abundant” evil
and “no end” to his “iniquities.” These accusations do not seem to square with
the pronouncements of God (Job 1:1, 8, 22; 2:3, 10) when he was declared a
blameless and upright man.
22:6. Job’s abuse of power was related to the accusation he had “exacted
pledges” from his kinfolks and had “stripped the naked” of their clothes. Eliphaz accused Job of mistreating his family members by taking their clothes
and other necessities “for nothing” or no reason. Scripture forbade this kind
of activity for Israel. Exodus spoke of taking the clothing (outer cloak) of a
neighbor as a pledge. All pledged items had to be returned by bedtime for the
one who pledged to sleep in warmth. To withhold the article would cause the
wrath of God (Exodus 22:26-27). Therefore, this false charge against Job was
a serious one.

Lack of Social Concern (22:9-11)
The second level of sin lodged against Job by Eliphaz was a lack of social concern. The implication was that Job mistreated his own family and also abused
his countrymen and neighbors.

22:9. Eliphaz accused Job of mistreating widows. Widows and orphans make
up a group that the Scripture identified as vulnerable to others. Israel was to
treat widows and orphans with the utmost respect (Exodus 22: 22-24), and
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if mistreated, the perpetrator could be killed along with one’s entire family.
The specific accusation against Job was that his lack of concern for widows
had caused them to be “sent away empty” or left with no one to protect them.
Likewise, the “arms” of the orphans “were crushed,” thus destroying their
strength. In other words, Eliphaz accused Job of not protecting those who
were too weak to stand up for their good.

22:10-11. Eliphaz attempted to justify Job’s treatment by God as he began
verse 10 with the word “therefore.” What he meant to say was, “this is the
reason life is so bad for you right now.” Job, there is a good reason for your
troubles, and you should know what that reason is. His accuser identified
Job’s experience to date as a “sudden terror,” or the terror of Hell. The scene
does call to mind a vision of Hell as Job and his friends sit upon the ash heap
of Uz. Job was demoralized by his situation, and his accuser saw that Job was
caught in multiple “snares,” blinded by the “darkness,” and covered over by a
“flood of water.” Eliphaz saw that the verdict was in, and Job was guilty. He
needed only to confess and repent.

Focus on the Meaning
Although he grew discouraged through his months of mourning, Job refused
to become bitter about his friends’ false accusations. In all of his sufferings,
the Lord sustained Job and met his needs. How many of us have faced such
great difficulties and found sustenance in the Lord. The greatest gift to the
church is the individual members themselves. When we struggle and feel discouraged, we can turn to Christ in prayer and our fellow believers in fellowship. Sometimes just having other believers around us helps us pull through
the most challenging times of life.
We all come to the place of asking the perpetual question, “Why do good
people suffer?” The story of Job may not give us the answer to this question,
at least not the answer we wish. However, it does lead us to a more critical
question, “Amid this suffering, what is God teaching me, and how may I grow
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more like Christ through it?” Such a question can be helpful if we focus on the
One who is our Source rather than on the problem(s) we face.
Finally, family and friends serve as invaluable resources for us as we learn
what it means to be human and how we should live life. However, there are
times that our support system will let us down. After all, we are all human
and imperfect ones at that. There is only one who will not let us down. The
Book of Proverbs describes this person well: “A man of many companions
may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother”
(Proverbs 18:24).
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Have a class member who enjoys speaking prepare a 30-60 second statement of facts (like a news report) concerning Joseph and Potiphar’s
wife from Genesis 39. As students arrive, place them in two groups but
do not provide reasoning for the groups. Select one group to be Joseph’s
family and the other group to be members of Potiphar’s household. Also
select one person to serve as Joseph, but it does not have to be a male.
2. After students are all present, have the news report read, then allow
each group to respond to the allegations against Joseph. Don’t let too
much time pass and encourage class members to share their first impressions. After the groups have spoken, give your “Joseph” a chance to
state any emotions felt when each group presented their statements.
3. State the lesson “Main Idea” and “Study Aim” to the class. Have them
evaluate whether or not their emotions would be similar to Joseph’s
if the roles were reversed. Lead the class in prayer, asking for the Holy
Spirit to bring sensitivity to the hearts of believers as they interact with
believers and unbelievers who are hurting.

Guide Bible Study
4. Read Job 2:11-13. Have the two groups listen to the text and respond to
the following:
		 •	What did the three friends do that was praiseworthy? What did they
do that was questionable?
		 •	Where else does the Bible speak about helping others in times of
need? (Responses may include Proverbs 11:25; Acts 20:35; James
2:14-17; etc.)
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		 •	If I had been one of the three, I would have _______________.
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
5. Prepare a scale from 1 to 10, where 1=“Not Effective” and 10=“Very
Effective.” Ask class members to state where they would plot the three
friend’s behavior. Be sure that the responses include the students’ reasoning for their answer.
			 Direct the students to the sidebar, “Good Grief.” Allow a few moments for it to be read (or call on a student to read aloud), then ask class
members to utilize the scale above to plot its effectiveness.
6. Read Job 22:5-6, then ask the following questions:
		 •	How would you describe the tone of Eliphaz’s words? How can the
tone of your speech affect a person who is hurting?
		 •	What sins had Job allegedly committed? What evidence was there of
such activity?
		 •	How might Job have felt at this point? How would you feel in this
situation?
7. Remind class members that we can see “behind the scenes” of Job’s life
and the biblical characters cannot, then read Job 22:9-11. Allow a few
minutes for the two groups to discuss the following questions and then
present their findings to the class.
		 •	What was Eliphaz’s claim about Job’s behavior?
		 •	If that were not the reason behind Job’s tragedies, what else could
possibly be the reason? Do you feel that Eliphaz showed an openness
to other answers besides his own? Why or why not?
		 •	If you were present that day, and could speak on Job’s behalf, what
rebuttal would you have given to Eliphaz?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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Encourage Application
8. Ask class members to give an example of how they might respond in
each scenario:
		 •	A co-worker states in a company email that you have been taking
credit for someone else’s work product. You are called into a meeting
with your supervisor.
		 •	The resident church gossip makes some untruthful statements about
you during a meeting at church. It is implied that you are harboring
secret sins.
9. Read Hebrews 12:14-15. Refer back to the scale in Step 5 and inform
the class that now 1=“Almost Always” and 10 =“Almost Never.” Using
the above scenarios, have class members plot their bitterness on the
scale when falsely accused.
		 •	What could be done to prevent bitterness from growing?
10. Close the lesson with prayer, asking God for strength to trust Him when
we are falsely accused, and for short memories as we encounter those
who accuse us.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. On a sheet of paper, or a board, display this quote from John Milton: “I
will not deny but that the best apology against false accusers is silence
and sufferance, and honest deeds set against dishonest words.”1
2. As learners arrive, direct them to consider this quote.
3. Once all students have arrived, ask if they agree or disagree with the
quote. Allow several minutes for discussion, then state the “Main Idea”
and “Study Aim” for today’s lesson.
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4. Open the class in prayer, asking God to grant discernment for believers
as they encounter suffering in their lives, as well as in others’ lives.

Guide Bible Study
5. Read Job 2:11-13. Have students respond to the following questions:
		 •	If you were one of the three friends, how would you describe what
you saw as you came upon Job that day? How would it affect you?
		 •	What do the actions of the three friends tell us about their character?
		 •	How can being present, but remaining silent, in someone else’s suffering be beneficial? How can it be harmful?
6.	Using the sidebar, “Good Grief,” and Teaching Guide “Bible Comments,”
describe to the class members the importance of the grieving process to
Job and his contemporaries. Have class members respond to the following statements:
		 •	When I encounter someone grieving, I feel comfortable speaking to
them.
		 •	People who are grieving just want to be left alone.
		 •	Comforting those who are suffering is a job for the ministry staff.
7. Read Job 22:5-6 and have the class answer these questions:
		 •	What accusation did Eliphaz make against Job?
		 •	What evidence is there to support Eliphaz’s claim?
		 •	How do Eliphaz’s condemnations compare with the pronouncements
of God (1:1, 8, 22; 2:3, 10)?
8. Read Job 22:9-11 and ask for responses to the following:
		 •	According to Eliphaz, what grievous sin had Job committed?
		 •	According to Eliphaz, what consequences were facing Job?
		•	
How do Eliphaz’s condemnations compare with his earlier pronouncement of Job’s behavior (see 4:3-4)?
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9. Using Teaching Guide “Bible Comments,” briefly summarize the position
of the treatment of widows found in Scripture. Lead the class in a brief
discussion of the importance of appropriate behavior in this situation.
10. Direct students to the sidebar “Lean on Me?” Allow a few moments for
class members to scan the material and consider each point. Have students quietly consider the three questions at the end of the sidebar.
After a few moments, ask:
		 •	What is one thing you could do for yourself (or for someone else) that
might prevent bitterness when falsely accused or misunderstood?

Encourage Application
11. Enlist a class member to read Romans 12:9-16. Direct students to find
three appropriate actions from the passage that could be used when
ministering to a hurting friend.
12. Prepare slips of paper for each student with the following statements
printed on them. Allow students to take them and complete during the
week.
		 •	One area of my life in which I can relate to Job is ________________.
		 •	From this lesson, I have learned that interacting with a hurting friend
means that I should _____________.
		 •	When I am falsely accused, I will ____________________.
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
13. Close the lesson in prayer, offering praise to God for the presence of the
Holy Spirit to walk with us through difficult seasons of life.

Background

Focal Text

2 Corinthians 12:7-10;
Psalm 4:8;
Matthew 8:24-26

Job 7:1-21

lesson
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Why Me Lord?
MAIN IDEA

You will never be able to deal with
all the demands life throws your way
without having the strength of Christ
in your life.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

When I can’t sleep, do I listen for
God’s voice?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand that
sometimes God will calm the storms,
but most often He calms the hearts of
those in the storm
BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
The book of Job starts as a conversation in the heavens between the Lord and
Satan. Following that the book is a series of conversations between Job, his
friends, and ultimately God, concerning his suffering. Chapters six and seven
comprise Job’s second speech. In chapter six, Job responds to his friends, but
chapter seven takes a turn and Job responds directly to God. It is still early
in the story but at this point Job has grown frustrated with his friends and
their lack of empathy, where else could Job go but to the Lord? Job takes the
same action that many of the Psalms take, they take their complaint directly
to the Lord. His instinct to go before the Lord even with deep lament and
complaint will prove his salvation in the end. Even Job’s demand that God
leave him alone is in itself an act of taking his complaint before the Lord and
not abandoning God and going his own way.

Interpreting the Scriptures
Long Days and Sleepless Nights (7:1-5)
7:1. It is not supposed to be this way, life is supposed to be different than
this. Job used language that depicts life without any free choice. When he
asked, “Do not mortals have hard service on earth?” he was using language of
military service. More specifically it was involuntary service, his life was not
his own. The image that he used is that of the hired man, whether that be a
factory worker, a sharecropper, or anyone who works 9 to 5. Job’s frustration
led him to view life as nothing but drudgery, working all day just waiting for
the sun to go down or the shift to end.
7:2-3. Job continued with the image of the hired worker and viewed life as
nothing but painful work and toil. Just as the slave longs for shade or a hired
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man waits for his wages at the end of the day, so Job longed for an end to his
suffering. According to the Old Testament Law, a hired servant was to be paid
at the end of each day (Leviticus 19:13). But for Job there is no paycheck at
the end of the day, instead he says that his pay is “…months of vanity.” Nothing changes for Job, there was no satisfaction for work done and no relief at
the end of a hard day. Rather than viewing life and work as another day and
another dollar, Job viewed life as work that was never ending. There was no
satisfaction in a payday and no rest in the evening.

7:4-5. Just as the days seemed unending for Job, so were the nights. The
hired worker looked forward to the end of the day when the sun went down
and it was time to clean up, eat, and rest. But for Job, the evening brought
just more misery. He is like the person who struggles to sleep longing for his
eyes to close in rest or morning to come. Even the nights were unending and
without relief and Job tossed and turned until dawn. If that were not enough
Job’s physical condition added to his misery. He said that his “body is clothed
with worms and scabs” his physical distress was every bit the match to his
mental distress. Every time he hoped he was better a scab broke open and
started the cycle of misery over again.
Dust in the Wind (7:6-10)
7:6. Verse 6 marked a transition from Job’s lament on the long days and
sleepless nights to the brevity of his life. Job used the image of a weaver’s
shuttle that speeds through the threads until it is empty. Tiqwah is a play on
words meaning both “thread” and “hope” depending on the context. For Job,
it revealed that his hope was spent, and he was holding on by a thread.

7:7-10. Job called upon God to remember that his life was no more than a
breath and is gone without notice. The call to remember is traditional language in Hebrew prayer but Job’s prayer was not to restore him to health, he
was resigned to his plight, “…my eyes will never see happiness again.” Not
only would good health not be restored, but Job had also come to the point
that he expected, and longed for death. Those friends who came to see him
soon found that his life had been like a morning fog, here for a moment but

Praise Him in the Storm: When Life Falls Apart

70 

vanishing with the rising sun. Not even God would be able to find him because he would be gone. Job had come to the point that he prayed that God
would leave him alone and let him die.

A Complaint to God (7:11-21)
7:11-12. Job had come to the end of his rope and spoke to God like someone who had nothing else to lose. In verse 10, Job recognized his impending
death and would no longer hold his tongue, his filter had been removed and
he spoke, “…in the anguish of my spirit.” His language and frustration were
reminiscent of Psalm 22,
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so
far from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish? 2 My God, I cry
out by day, but you do not answer, by night, but I find no rest.
1

Job confronted God about God’s treatment of him, Job said that it was as
if he was the embodiment of evil that God must control him with suffering.
The contrast between Job and the “monster of the deep” was telling, had he
done anything so terrible as to deserve this suffering?

7:13-16. Once again Job returned to those things that should be a comfort
or relief. This was the second time that he looked longingly for rest, in 7:4,
he spoke of even his lying down being a torment, in 7:13, he returned to the
same image and longing, “When I think my bed will comfort me…” In every
case Job’s search for comfort or peace was frustrated.
The two things that drove Job toward the prayer of asking God to, “Leave
me alone…” were his understanding of his suffering as God’s torment and the
desire for death. At this point Job saw death as preferable to a life with no
comfort afflicted by God. He saw all his suffering as brought on by God and
begged for God to leave him alone saying again that his life was like a breath;
he viewed it as not significant enough for God to bother with anymore.

7:17-19. Psalm 8 speaks with wonder about God’s care and placement of
humanity within creation. It most famously asks, “what is mankind that you
are mindful of them...?” in gratitude for God’s care and exaltation humanity
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in the scheme of creation. Job flipped that psalm on its’ head and saw the
elevation of humanity not for their benefit but had drawn God’s incessant
inspection. In Psalm 8, the elevation of humanity is viewed with reverence
and with humility, in Job it is an unwelcome intrusion that brings harm.

7:20-21. “What have I done to deserve all of this?” seems to be the question
at the end of the chapter. All this suffering and pain are disproportionate
to any perceived offense. In fact, the argument was that any sin Job might
have committed was hardly worth the response that God has given it since
he would soon be dead.
Focusing on the Meaning
Suffering is most difficult when it seems to go on without end which was
the case for Job. He felt like there was no end to his suffering and longed for
death just to have some relief. Hope matters. But not a false hope that does
not face the reality of suffering, rather a hope that recognizes that the God
who loves us will have the last word.
There is a thread that we see in Job’s lament that runs throughout the
Bible. In Job 7:17, he asked, “What is mankind that you make so much of
them...?” We see this question again in Psalm 8, but Job’s question finds its
conclusion in Hebrews chapter 2:6-9,
But there is a place where someone has testified: “What is mankind
that you are mindful of them, a son of man that you care for him? 7You
made them a little lower than the angels; you crowned them with glory and honor 8and put everything under their feet.” In putting everything under them, God left nothing that is not subject to them. Yet
at present we do not see everything subject to them. 9But we do see
Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now
crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by
the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
6
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The author of Hebrews looks to the day when all suffering will be done
away with in Jesus, and there is the hope. “But we do see Jesus,” and there is
the balm to suffering, that God will have the last word and not our anguish.
When tragedy brings sleepless nights, the hope of the author of Hebrews is
a good place to land.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Before class secure a poster board on which you have written in large
letters, WHY, across the middle. You will also want notecards or slips
of paper; one for each person. Be sure to have some pens or pencils and
tape available. Place the poster at the front of the room. Put a notecard
in each chair. Instruct the class members to think of anguish causing life
situations where they would ask God hard questions. Beginning with
the word WHY, write a question you would ask God. Say, your responses
will be randomly read aloud. Enlist two volunteers to collect the notecards, shuffle them, and share the responses. Notecards can be attached
to the WHY poster with tape after they have been read. Say, many times
our first response to difficult times is, “Why Me Lord?” Ask, why is that our
response?
			 Say, today, we have a continuation of Job’s response to the first speech of
his friend Eliphaz. We see a change in Job as he now directs his words, many
in the form of complaints, to God. Job is crying out, Why Me Lord?

Guide Bible Study
2. Enlist a class member to read Job 7:1-5 aloud. Direct the class to open
the Study Guide to the section “No Rest for the Weary” as you ask the
following questions.
		 •	How did Job view the days?
		 •	What images did he mention to support your answer?
		 •	How did Job view the night?
		 •	What condition are you in when your nights are restless?
		 •	When you have sleepless nights, what is the first thing you do? What
should we do when we cannot sleep?
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3. During the week secure enough spools of thread for each class member
to have one, or you may want to purchase some twine and cut it in 6”
strips enough for each person in the class to have a piece. As you pass
out the thread or twine state that in the passage, we see that Job was
very much in the moment and could not see past his pain. Read Job 7:610 aloud. Using the “Dust in the Wind” section in the Teaching Guide,
give a brief overview. Ask class members to list some threads of hope
they cling to when faced with an overwhelming storm of life?
4. Direct the class to the sidebar entitled “Sufficient Grace” in the Study
Guide. Read silently.
5. Say, Job had come to the end of his rope and spoke to God like someone who
had nothing else to lose. Ask the class to listen for the complaints Job
voiced as a volunteer reads aloud Job 7:11-21. Using a marker board
or a poster record the complaints members find in this passage? Make
a list of Job’s complaints in the form of WHY (i.e., Why do you put me
under guard?). Using the section entitled “Nothing to Lose” in the Study
Guide, how would you answer each of the WHY questions you identified?

Encourage Application
6. Divide the classroom into two sides, Agree and Disagree. Invite the
members to stand and to move to the side of the room that reflects
their response to the following statements. Once everyone has chosen
a response, call on a few people to share why they made the choice they
did.
		 •	The reason for our suffering is because of what we have done.
		 •	When we feel devastated and overwhelmed by suffering, we can trust
God to make us more like Him.
		 •	We should flip the question Why Me Lord? to Why Not Me?
			 Say, we can find hope and trust in God knowing that when suffering
comes, He is our refuge and He will have the last word.
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7. Tell everyone to be seated. Ask the group to find their spools of tread or
twine and hold them in their hands. Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. Say, I
am going to begin our time of prayer and we will end the prayer time praying
silently.
			 Father, as I hold this spool of thread (twine) I am keenly aware there have
been times in my life that I have felt like I was hanging on by a thread. When
these times come, and I know they will, let me draw near to You... Allow for
a few minutes of silent prayer and then say, Amen.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Call on a volunteer to read the first paragraph of the “Introduction” in
the Study Guide. Ask, have you ever been falsely accused by a friend. What
were some of the emotions you felt at the time?
2. Say, Job 6 tells us about three friends who sat near Job after he had lost
everything. It was Eliphaz who was first to begin a discussion with Job. His
words left Job experiencing feelings of humiliation, confusion, depression,
and anger. Point out that a major transition happens as Job stopped
responding to his friends and now talked directly to the Lord. Refer to
“Understanding the Context” in the Teaching Guide to give a brief overview.

Guide Bible Study
3. Say, Job’s state of anguish manifested itself in his complaints. Read Job 7:110 aloud. Create five columns on the marker board. Label each column
with a different heading: Physical, Emotional, Social, Mental, and Spiritual. Say, referring to the passage and “No Rest for the Weary” in the Study
Guide identify Job’s complaints. Write them under the corresponding
column(s). Ask, what was Job’s state of mind as we conclude verse 10.
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4. Using a Bible Dictionary, invite a class member to look up the definition of the word GRACE and read it aloud. Ask a volunteer to read the
section “Sufficient Grace” aloud. Say, Job did not understand his suffering
but thought the end had come. Point out how GRACE is available to us in
times of suffering.
5. Point out that Job confronted God about His treatment of him. He felt
like he had nothing more to lose, and he began to speak from his anguish. Call on a volunteer to read Job 7:11-16 aloud. Say, listen for what
Job identified as the causes of his anguish. Call for responses. Direct the
class to read question #5 in the Questions section of the Study Guide.
Ask if a volunteer or two would like to share a response to the questions.
6. Read Job 7:17-21 aloud. Share a summary from “Nothing to Lose” in
the Study Guide beginning with verse 17. Ask:
		 •	Why did Job feel like a target? Have you ever felt like you had a target
on you?
		 •	Who did Job blame for his suffering? Who do you blame when in the
midst of suffering?
		 •	Why does God allow storms to come into our lives?

Encourage Application
7. Ask the class to turn to Matthew 8:24-26 and read it silently. Ask, why
does God allow storms to come into our lives? How are Job’s emotions similar to a storm? Say, Job taught us that we have no control over what storms
come into our lives, but God has all power. We learn from Job that our responsibility to God is to obey Him and to trust Him whether we understand
His actions or not.
8. Direct class members to close their eyes. Ask, are you in a storm right
now? Say, as we pray, know that whatever God allows in our lives, He can
bring us through victoriously. Close in prayer.

Background

Focal Text

1 Timothy 2:5-6;
John 14:6

Job 9:32-35

lesson
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Even Faith Needs
a Mediator
MAIN IDEA

We desperately need a spiritual umpire.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Is Jesus my spiritual mediator?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand that
religion is man reaching out for God:
Christianity is God reaching out to
man in the person of Jesus Christ

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
In Chapter 8:5, Bildad challenged Job to plead with the Almighty. This was
courtroom language, and Job began to think through his defense and how he
might present his case before God. He was desperate to prove himself innocent to his friends, who seemingly came to comfort him, and prove himself
innocent to God. Yet at the same time how do you argue a case when your
adversary is the judge? As Job thought through his options his frustration
grew and he was more and more convinced that he stood no chance in his
argument. We see his frustration in 9:3, “Though they wished to dispute with
him, they could not answer him one time out of a thousand.”
In Chapter 9, Job continued to declare his innocence to all who would
listen. Job thought through three options for his defense throughout chapter
9. The first of these options is in 9:27-28, Job could have put on a happy face,
but nothing would have changed. He still would have been in his suffering
and God would not have declared him innocent. In verses 29-31, Job declared
that God had already made His decision, “Since I am already found guilty…”
and even if Job had done everything within his power to be clean, “Even if
I washed myself with soap…” he feared that God would not have taken the
opportunity to declare him innocent. All of that brings us to the section that
we will study, 9:32-35, Job found that he needed a mediator, someone who
would level the playing field and allow him to state his case without fear of
retribution.

Interpreting the Scriptures
An Unfair Fight (9:32)
9:32. The picture of a trial that we see in Job 9 is not uncommon in the Old
Testament and is often seen in the prophets. The difference is that in those
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cases it was God who would brought a charge against His sinful people. God
made His charge explicit in Micah 6:1-2,
Listen to what the Lord says: “Stand up, plead my case before the
mountains; let the hills hear what you have to say. 2 “Hear, you mountains, the Lord’s accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations of
the earth. For the Lord has a case against his people; he is lodging a
charge against Israel.
1

But in this case Job was the one who brought a charge against God. Even
in this Job recognized the futility of his case, “He is not a mere mortal like
me that I might answer him” (9:32). In all of the other courtroom scenes
God brought the charge or a charge was brought to God to judge. Here Job
brought a charge against God so Job might be proved right. It was quite a
gutsy move! What Job didn’t recognize is that in his struggling with God he
was moving in the right direction toward reconciliation with God.
One of the things that strikes me in this story is the incredible patience
of God with Job. It calls to mind Psalm 22,
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from
saving me, so far from my cries of anguish? My God, I cry out by day,
but you do not answer, by night, but I find no rest.
In each case there was this incredible patience and grace of God that allowed His people the opportunity to cry out to Him even if the way they did
it was not the best.

In Need of Help (9:33-35)
9:33. Job recognized his inability to stand up against God. In spite of his
perceived innocence and righteousness he recognized that he could not
take God to trial on his own. Job longed for someone to mediate so the case
could be settled fairly, “If only there were someone to mediate between us…”
The difficulty in going to trial with God is that the two parties are unevenly
matched. What is needed is a third party who can step in and render an objective decision.
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Job said that the arbitrator would, “…lay his hand upon us both” (NASB).
The image can be understood in a couple of ways. First, the arbitrator laid his
hand upon both as a symbol or a gesture of reconciliation, calling for peace.
The laying on of hands might also be understood as a symbol of power over
them both implying that both parties accepted the authority of the mediator
to fairly settle the case between them.
It is easy for Christians to move immediately to Jesus when Job wished
for someone to mediate between him and God. But Job was not directly predicting Jesus as a mediator in this passage. First, the roles are not the same.
Job longed for a mediator who would prove that he was innocent and could
somehow stand up for him against God’s vast power. Job was not looking for
a mediator to forgive his sins that he might be accepted by God. However, the
idea certainly lays the groundwork for the mediating work of Jesus.

9:34. As we read verses 34-35, the role of the mediator becomes more clear.
Job desired that the mediator would, “remove God’s rod from me.” It would
be the mediator’s job to makes sure that the stronger party in the argument
would not intimidate the weaker. Lamentations also references God’s rod in
3:1, “I am the man who has seen affliction, by the rod of the Lord’s wrath.”
In each case that rod was used it is seen as the instrument of God’s anger or
wrath, Job longed for someone who could step in and remove God’s rod from
him so the terror of God would be removed from him, and he could speak
freely.

9:35. Job’s longing for a mediator between him and God gave him a newfound sense of confidence. If only there were a mediator, then he could speak
freely and prove himself right. In Job’s eye there was nothing about his situation that was a fair fight. It is as if God is the powerful and unjust ruler who
uses His power to thwart anyone who would say or do anything against him.
In the end Job realized that his dreams would be crushed, there was no
one to stand between him and God to act as mediator. He had come to the
conclusion that there was no one to stand on his behalf and he had nothing
else to lose.
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Focusing on the Meaning
Reading Job in isolation from the rest of the Bible would be a mistake. This is
the story in large part of Job’s lament against his suffering and against God.
In 9:32-35, Job wished that he could go before God to plead his case, but God
was too much, and Job asked in 9:14, “How then can I dispute with Him?
How can I find words to argue with him?” The risk of reading Job in isolation
is that Job is not the end of the story.
None of us will be exempt from suffering, it may not be to the extent of
Job’s suffering, but it will come our way, nonetheless. Whereas Job longed
for a mediator we have a mediator who is accepted by both parties, who fully argues the case and brings a resolution that both parties are happy with.
First Timothy 2:5-6, “There is one God and one mediator between God and
mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people.”
Jesus is the mediator who brings peace with God and ushers us into God’s
grace.
Job had every desire to go before God and to argue his case but knew, “He
is not mere mortal like me that I might answer him.” In the end Job knew
there would be no one to come and take up his case before God and there was
no way that he could stand before Him. We are in the exact opposite position;
God invites us to come before Him and longs to hear our needs. Hebrews
4:14-16 says that because Jesus is the perfect High Priest, or Mediator, “Let
us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” When it comes to
the difficulties we will face in life, I would much rather finish the story with
Jesus and not Job.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Before class secure an item of sports equipment from each sport listed below and prepare assignment cards. As class members arrive group
them into teams. If the class is large, you can double this assignment.
Using the various pieces of equipment from the sports (i.e., baseball,
football, tennis ball, basketball, puck) assign a sport to each team: Baseball, Football, Tennis, Hockey, Soccer. Handout assignment cards.
			 Assignment: Work together to answer the following questions. Be
prepared to share your responses.
			 1.	Who is the final decision-making person who has the responsibility for interpreting and enforcing the rules of the game you have
been assigned?
			 2.	How does this person carry out his duties?
			 3. Why is this person necessary?
			 4. How are we like the players?
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
			 Allow time for the teams to answer the questions and then call on
each team to share with the class. Say, in these sports, the referee or umpire serves as a mediator. The word mediator describes one who intervenes
between two parties in a dispute.
2. Referring to the Teaching Guide give a brief overview of “Understanding
the Context.” Say, in today’s lesson, we discover that Job found he needed a
mediator.
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Guide the Bible Study
3. Ask, has a situation occurred in your life where you wished you had an opportunity to plead your case? You wished someone would give you a hearing.
Direct the class to open in their Study Guides to “No Mediator for Job.”
Call on a volunteer to read Job 9:32-33 aloud. Ask, what was the dilemma
in which Job found himself? Say, Job longed for a mediator to connect him to
God. Someone who would prove his innocence and stand up for him against
God’s power. Guide class members to the “Questions” section in their
Study Guides. Enlist a volunteer to read question number one aloud. Allow for class members to share answers to the question. Ask, is that
same dilemma present for us today?
4. Read Job 9:34-35 aloud. Ask, what was Job referencing when he said,
“remove God’s rod from me?” Say, Lamentations 3:1 also references God’s
wrath by the rod. Enlist a volunteer to read that Scripture aloud. Summarize verse 9:35 using the “Bible Comments” in the Teaching Guide.
Call on a class member to read the second question in the “Questions”
section of the Study Guide and allow for responses.
			 Say, none of us will be exempt from times of suffering. Today, we have a
mediator. Enlist a member to read aloud 1 Timothy 2:5 and another to
read John 14:6. Say, God is always with us and shows His love for us by reconciling us to Himself through His Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus is the mediator
who brings peace with God and ushers us into God’s grace.

Encourage Application
5. Write on a marker board, Steps I Must Take. Say, Job had a healthy and
holy fear of God. Guide class members to the “Questions” section in their
Study Guide. Ask class members to respond to the first part of question
number five. Allow some time for answers and then ask the class to
brainstorm, “What steps are required?” Write responses on the marker
board. As a class, work together using the member’s responses to iden-
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tify 4 or 5 steps people must take to fortify their faith and relationship
with God. List their responses under the statement.
6. Close in prayer thanking God that through Christ we can fortify our
faith as we bear our trials and temptations.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Before the lesson write the word MEDIATOR at the top of a marker
board or poster. Ask class members to define mediator while you write
responses on the board. Share that today’s lesson continues your study
in the book of Job. In Job 9:32-35, Job determined that he needed a
mediator. Read the definition(s) that were shared earlier. Say, a mediator
is a person who can relate to both parties in a dispute.

Guide the Bible Study
2. Ask, have you ever been in an unfair fight? Why did you feel that it was unfair? Read aloud Job 9:32 and give a brief overview of “An Unfair Fight”
from the Teaching Guide. Include the two passages, Micah 6:1-2 and
Psalm 22:1-2 in your overview. Say, although Job did not realize it at the
time, his struggle was leading him toward reconciliation with God.
3. Instruct members to read Job 9:33 silently. Say, we know that Job longed
for a mediator. Ask the following questions:
		 •	What lesson is learned in the image of the arbitrator laying his hand
upon us both?
		 •	Why did Job long for a mediator?
		 •	What role did Job want the mediator to play in his life?
			 Be prepared to support the class members answers with the information found in “In Need of Help” from the Teaching Guide.
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3. Guide class members to the “Questions” section in the Study Guide. Direct everyone to read question number two silently. Call on a volunteer
to read aloud the sidebar in the Study Guide. Ask, what are your first reactions when suffering occurs, and trials come? At what point do you recognize
the hand of God in the suffering? What was Job’s response in his suffering?
Say, like Job, can it be said of us that we did not sin in our reactions?
4. Call on a volunteer to read aloud Job 9:34-35. Present a mini lecture
using “The Hand of Correction” in the Study Guide. Conclude the lecture
by asking question number four in the “Questions” section.

Encourage Application
5. Say, Jesus is our spiritual mediator. Enlist four volunteers to read one of
the following passages of Scripture: 1 Timothy 2:5; John 14:6; Hebrews
4:14-16; and Hebrews 7:25. Ask, what do we learn about Jesus’ role as
mediator in each of these verses?
			 If you know some of the people in your class do not have a personal
relationship with Christ, take a few minutes to share how a person can
become a believer. Say, God is reconciling each of us to Himself through His
Son, Jesus Christ.
6. Tell the class you are going to lead them in a time of guided prayer:
		 •	Pray for yourself if you are experiencing suffering or trials.
		 •	Pray asking God to help you recognize Him in the midst of the suffering or trial.
		 •	Pray asking God to use the suffering or trial to draw you near to Him.
			 Close the prayer time thanking God that He is at work. Ask Him to
help you trust His answers.

Focal Text

Background

Job 13:15-16;
14:1-2, 14-17

Matthew 16:14-19
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Job 14 comes within the context of Job’s response to his friends in chapters
12–15. In 13:20, the response changes, Job was no longer speaking directly
to his friends, instead he was speaking directly to God. When that change
came his friends became bystanders who overheard his complaint to God.
Job’s argument to God took on a new tone in which his focus was no longer
just on himself. He created a larger argument in which he was not the only
one who suffered but all of humanity was included; life is just hard.
Job looked at nature (14:7-12) to see if there was any hope that we can
hang on to and concluded that trees can grow again after they have been cut
down, but death is the end for humans. We are like dried up riverbeds with
no hope, death will come, and we have no future. We are destined to lie down
and die never to rise again.
Chapter 14 verse 13 began a new emphasis, Job began to use the word,
“If.” “If” holds all sorts of possibilities and begins the possibilities of hope.
Job was not ready to hope yet; he was only dreaming of what God might do
and longed for his renewal to come. He was not ready to hope just yet, but
this section laid the groundwork for God’s work to come. Job dreamed and
asked rhetorical questions, answering with no, there is no hope. He was not
ready to hope yet, but it was coming.

Interpreting the Scriptures
Holding on to Hope (13:15-16)
There is significant conversation surrounding this verse and its translation.
The most used translation is the one in the NIV, “Though he slay me, yet will
I hope in him.” The New American Standard as well as the King James concur
with the translation that Job would put his hope in God. Job’s great hope
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was that he would be vindicated by God and proved to be right even if he
died in the process. Job was preparing to confront God knowing full well that
the only hope he had of escaping with his life was that God would find him
innocent. That was his hope.
Job had desired to take his case before God from early in the story and
his resolve was only increased here, Job was determined that God would hear
him out and prove him to be innocent of any wrongdoing. His statement in
the second half of verse 15, “I will surely defend my ways to his face,” showed
that Job had no intention of backing down before God and had every intention of being proven right before God. The tone of the section is one of
determination more than it is hope. Yet for all of Job’s hurt he continued to
doggedly go to God, realizing that there was nothing more that he could do,
therein laid his hope.

The Frailty of Life (14:1-2)
Job changed his address in 13:20 from defending himself before his friends
to defending himself before God. It was not unusual for Job to reflect on
the brevity of life, he did so in 7:7, “Remember O God that my life is but a
breath…” and he reflected on that again here. His focus shifted from solely
his experience to the experience of all humanity. He was still speaking of
himself, but the view was broader, “Mortals, born of woman…” The human
life is so short it seems unworthy of the attention God gives it.
The lament in this section was that people are “of few days and full of
trouble.” Job concluded that we are intended to live short and fitful lives that
are full of difficulty. Bildad said in 8:13 that the wicked would perish, but
Job was convinced that all people will face suffering and difficulty. In fact,
he argued in this section that trouble is the primary feature of life. The last
chapter of the book reversed his statement when God moved Job’s life from
few days and full of trouble to, “an old man and full of years” in 42:17, the
very last verse of Job.
The two images used for the fleeting nature of life, the flower and the
shadow, are frequent pictures of the brevity of life. But often the image is
used to bring a comforting image of God. Job was undergoing suffering and
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just wanted God to leave him alone and alleviate his suffering. He viewed all
his suffering as brought on by God and wanted God to remove His gaze from
him. In contrast, Jesus in Matthew 6:28-30 used the flowers of the field and
God’s care toward them as a call for us to trust God for our care, “If that is
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?”
Suffering affected the way that Job viewed God, the same can be true of us.

Is There Anything More? (14:14-17)
14:14. Job knew nothing of the resurrection, so to project that on to him
would be a mistake. Rather, Job reflected, if he were able to die and then live
again, he would be willing to endure that if he could be convinced of God’s
concern for his wellbeing. If that could be the case, then Job would willingly
endure the hard service so he could be restored and earn his release from this
suffering. Job referred to his argument in Chapter 7, when he asked in verse
1, “Do not mortals have hard service on earth?” Job was determined to wait
for God to release him from that service so he could enjoy life again.

14:15. In verse 15, Job longed for a renewed relationship with God, where
God would call for Job and he would answer. God’s calling would end the
silence and suffering that Job had endured and it would allow Job the opportunity to vindicate himself before God.

14:16-17. Job had longed for the opportunity to go before God in a courtroom to defend himself, but here he longed for God to pay him attention in a
positive way and not in the negative way He seemed to be doing. Even though
he and God knew he had made mistakes they would be sealed up and done
away with forever. Sealing up documents in a bag describes how Job hoped
that God would do away with his sins so they would never be used against
him. The term used signifies a seal on a written document, we could see documents that detail Job’s sins that are folded up and tied with a wax seal over
it all, never to be held against him again.
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Focusing on the Meaning
It would be wrong for us to superimpose the resurrection onto Job’s understanding of his situation. Job could not rely on something that had not happened yet. He had no frame of reference for the resurrection and could only
work within his understanding of who God is. We do know the hope of the
resurrection, that life is hard, but God is good, and God will have the last
word. Just like Job we don’t have the answer to every question but “For now
we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known” (1 Corinthians 13:12). We live by what we now know and trust God for the things that
we don’t know. We learn to trust that though life is hard, God is good.
While we can’t impose our experience onto Job’s reality, we can realize
that the situation has changed. Job did not know of the resurrection and
could not rely on it in the midst of his suffering. The New Testament has given us a greater understanding of what God will do for His people after death
(1 Corinthians 15; 1 Thessalonians 4) and we can rely on God’s faithful work
through Christ during our suffering. We know God can redeem every circumstance and He works for the good of those who love Him (Romans 8:28), and
we know the day will come when God makes all things new and does away
with all suffering (Revelation 21:4).
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Before the lesson secure pieces of poster board or newsprint and markers. Label each poster with one of these headings: Relational, Personal, Professional, and Financial. Attach the posters to walls around the
room. Place markers at each poster. When the class members arrive,
say, we all will face troubles in our lives. Think about various circumstances you might encounter and list them on the appropriate poster. Invite everyone to move around the room. After allowing time for everyone to
respond, assign a person to each poster to share the troubles that were
listed. Ask question number two from the “Questions” section in the
Study Guide.
2. Share a mini lecture using the information in “Understanding the
Context” in the Teaching Guide. Emphasize that this passage lays the
groundwork for God’s work to come.

Guide Bible Study
3. Say, though Job was deeply troubled by the problems he faced, he did not lose
hope in God. Read Job 13:15-16 aloud. Say, how would you define hope?
Trust? Ask question number four from the “Questions” section in the
Study Guide. Say, Job’s great hope was that he would be vindicated by God
and proved to be right even if he died in the process.
4. Say, Job’s attention changed from his friends to God in chapter 14. Enlist a
volunteer to read Job 14:1-2 aloud. Ask class members to refer to “The
Temporary Life” in the Study Guide. Ask, what images did Job identify in
these verses? What are the flower and the shadow saying about life? Say,
these images are often used to bring a comforting image of God.
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5. Read aloud Matthew 6:28-30 and remind the class that this passage
shows the care of God. Create small groups and have half the groups
discuss Question 1 and the other half discuss Question 2.
		 •	How did suffering affect the way Job viewed God?
		 •	How does suffering affect the way we view God?
			 Allow time for groups to discuss and then call on them to share their
answers.
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
6. Call on a volunteer to read Job 14:14-17 aloud. Share a summary of
Job’s understanding of death and sin discussed in “Waiting for Change”
in the Study Guide. Ask question number one in the “Questions” section
of the Study Guide. Say, Job was willing to wait for the day the Lord would
call him home.
7. Say, Job had no reference of the resurrection and could only live his life with
his understanding of who God is. As believers, we know the hope of the resurrection. Read aloud the “Bible Comments” found in the second paragraph of “Focusing on the Meaning” in the Teaching Guide.

Encourage Application
8. Give each class member a notecard. Ask them to write at the top of the
card, MY HOPE IS FOUND IN. Instruct class members to write a poem
entitled MY HOPE IS FOUND IN. Allow time to complete the assignment and then ask for a few volunteers to read their poems.
9. Select a song about finding hope for the closing prayer and play it while
class members sit quietly with eyes closed. At the end of the song say,
Amen.
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DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Lead the class to read the story under “Introduction” in the Study Guide.
Ask, when faced with a troubling life situation like the one we just read, to
whom do you turn? Where do you find your hope? Say, as we continue our
story in Job, we discover that in the midst of his suffering, he received unsolicited advice from friends. We learn that he stopped speaking to his friends
and turned to speaking directly to God.
			 Point out that as Job experienced discouragement and pain, he did
not lose his hope. His focus is not just on himself, but it is broadened
to include all humanity. Lead the class in prayer asking God to help us
claim the hope found in our relationship with God.

Guide Bible Study
2. Say, Job was holding on for hope. Call on a volunteer to read Job 13:15-16
aloud. Present a mini lecture using the “Have Hope and Live!” section in
the Study Guide. Say, Job did not understand why he was suffering, yet he
trusted God that he would be vindicated. Ask, what outcome does Job hope
for as he prepared to take his case before God?
3. Read Job 14:1-2 aloud. Ask, how did Job describe life in verse 1? What
images did he use in verse 2? Say, Job pointed to the brevity of life with these
two images. He referred to life as short-lived and full of turmoil. Create two
columns on the marker board. Label one “Defeated by Fear” and the
other column “Victorious Hope.” Ask, what fear tactics does Satan use
to discourage us in the midst of troubles and turmoil. List the responses
from the class members in the “Defeated by Fear” column. Ask the class
members, how can God offer victorious hope when faced with each of the
fears you listed. Write a hope in the “Victorious Hope” column for each
fear you listed. Say, we are to live our lives by faith, not by fear.
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4. Say, Job does not have a clear understanding of life after death. Enlist a
volunteer to read Job 14:14-17 aloud. Point out that Job was asking
whether or not a person will live again after death. Present the information found under “Is There Anything More?” in the Teaching Guide. Say,
we can have the same conviction as Job. Read 1 Corinthians 15:51 aloud.
Call attention to question number one in the “Questions” section of the
Study Guide. Allow for responses. Say, during Job’s lifetime, Jesus had not
yet died on the cross, but Job trusted entirely in God.

Encourage Application
5. Say, have you trusted entirely in God. Read question number three from
the “Questions” section in the Study Guide. Ask, what daily spiritual disciplines do you incorporate in your life? Did class members include… (You
may want to prepare these on sentence strips that can be attached to
the focal wall or create a PowerPoint slide.)
		 • Daily quiet time
		 • Scripture memory
		 • Bible reading
		• Journaling
		• Prayer
		• Fellowship
			 Say, when God is prioritized in our lives, we are better equipped to face
times of suffering and find hope. Close in prayer.
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Opening to Job 19 we find ourselves in the second round of debate between
Job and his three friends: Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. They came to “sympathize with him and comfort him” (Job 2:11). Job’s suffering so moved his
friends that they sat speechless for seven days. After Job’s lament in chapter
3 the debate began.
Bildad offered his advice in chapter 8 and then again in chapter 18. By
Bildad’s second speech the climate among the four friends had grown contentious. He said to Job, “Why are we regarded as animals, as stupid in your
eyes?” (Job 18:3). Bildad then laid out his argument that the wicked will receive their due from God.
Job’s reply to Bildad’s second argument is found here in chapter 19. It
began with a heated response to his friends, “How long will you torment me,
and crush me with words?” (Job 19:2). He argued his case, that he was the
victim, as if standing before a judge and jury. Job leveled accusations against
God in verses 6-12. We feel the intensity of his pointed language in verse 7,
“Behold, I cry, ‘Violence!’ but I get no answer; I shout for help, but there is no
justice.”
In verses 13-19, this tone continued as Job condemned God for ruining
all his interpersonal relationships and leaving him alone and in pain. Job’s
suffering included a crushing loneliness he describes in vivid detail. Every
level of human interaction for Job was corrupted. He used this condition as
proof that God was unfair and unjust.

Interpreting the Scripture
Job’s Day to Day Relationships (19:13)
In these seven verses (13-19), we have a list of twelve different individuals or
groups beginning with brothers and acquaintances. They represented Job’s
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relational map and read like a concentric circle moving from the most distant
to the most intimate.
In normal Hebrew sentence structure, the verb comes first. In this verse,
and several others in this passage, the noun appears first. Construction of
a non-verbal sentence means that the author wanted to emphasize an idea.
Job complained about how God had treated him and began this verse with
the words my brothers. He was emphasizing the loss of this group of men
in his life. These are likely the ones with whom Job fellowshipped, labored
beside, and took counsel of. But these were not the sons of his mother. They
appear later in verse 17.
The word acquaintances is a participle of the verb “to know.” They knew
Job and he knew them, but it didn’t go any deeper than that. I have lunch at a
local restaurant every week, and the waitress knows me by name. She knows
what I like to drink and what I most often order for lunch. We are acquainted
with one another, but our lives do not intersect outside of that environment.
The verb translated estranged appears twice in this passage and provides an
emotional theme that helps us understand the depths of Job’s loneliness. He
truly felt abandoned.

Job’s Friendships (19:14)
Here we step into the next level of Job’s relational web. He used the word relatives, which means his near relations. This suggests an intimacy not known
in verse 13 by the brothers and acquaintances. The parallel in this verse to
relatives is intimate friends. This word, like acquaintances in verse 13, is also
derived from the verb “to know.” It appears in Psalm 31:11 and 88:8 and
was used by the Psalmist in the same way, to describe the loneliness due to
suffering.
The verb translated forgotten at the end of the verse carries the meaning
of “ceasing to care for.” They heard about all his calamity and suffering, but
instead of being moved to help him they abandoned him to his fate. Job’s
masterful use of the language paints the picture of a painful wound in these
relationships.
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Job’s House Mates (19:15-16)
19:15. We move deeper into Job’s concentric circles of relationships as we
step into his house. Surely no one would abandon him there. Our translation
has Those who live in my house. The Hebrew word suggests a sojourner who
lived with him for a set period of time, or an undefined period. We might call
these folk company, in-laws, servants, or children. Whatever the relationship, it was deep enough for Job to have invited them into his home.
The maids were the female servants that worked and lived in the house.
These, along with the sojourners are said to consider him a stranger. This is
the second usage of the word that was translated estranged in verse 13. Here
it finds its participle form but still delivers the irony of the contrast between
intimacy and apathy.

19:16. Still on the grounds of Job’s estate we find him speaking with his servants. He spoke, but they didn’t. The normal transaction that occurs between
call and answer is missing here. It’s not that the servant didn’t hear, he was
actively not listening. Job has provided us with graphic verbal evidence of
his abandonment, but here we supply the language for ourselves: disrespect.
However, the text does not disappoint because Job’s response to the
non-answer was powerful. Implore is the word used to describe his reaction.
The Hebrew verb means to show favor or grace, but here its usage gives us
the translation to seek or implore favor. Those that lived in his house, the
maids, and now the servant, all of whom depended upon Job for their welfare, turned from him and ignored their master’s requests. Job was reduced
to begging for them to listen.

Job’s Family (19:17-18)
19:17. In verses 17-19, we come to the innermost circle of Job’s relational
web. These are the people who are nearest to him, and this is where he was
wounded the most.
His wife was offended by his breath. This Hebrew word is variously translated spirit (as the spirit of man), Spirit (as the Spirit of God), wind, and
breath. In the book of Job, it occurs ten times, most often in the speeches
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of Job, where it was translated my spirit eight times. Job was afraid that the
essence of his life was about to be extinguished. His wife, therefore, was not
offended at his bad breath, but at his continuing to breathe. Remember her
words to him, “Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still hold firm your integrity? Curse God and die!’” (Job 2:9). Apparently, she still held to this foolish
opinion.
His brothers in verse 17 are not the same group of men found in verse
13. Those individuals were his companions, but these were blood kin. The
language here could be woodenly translated, “the sons of my mother’s womb”
or as we have it in the NASB “my own brothers.” His continued presence disgusted even the men he grew up with.

Job 19:18. His own children died in the first trial that came against him
(Job 1:18-19). These young children were perhaps the offspring of his maids
and servants who lived in his house. Maybe they belonged to his brothers, his
nieces and nephews. Whatever family they belonged to, they behaved foolishly toward Job as children sometimes do (see 2 Kings 2:23).
These little ones despised him. This word comes from the verb to reject or
to refuse. Here it carries the meaning to hate or despise. They speak against
him, joining Job in his own lament (Job 9:21) where he said, “I despise my
life” (NASB1995). Instead of respect for an elder or uncle they inserted childish cruelty.

Job’s Loved Ones (19:19)
As Job brought his complaint to a close, he mentioned his inner circle, calling
them all my associates. These men served as his most intimate confidants.
Job had reached the most stable of relationships, except for him they too had
fled. He was abhorred (NASB1995) by them. That is, they treated him like he
was some kind of abomination. Job actually provided us the best commentary on how this abhorrence was acted out (Job 30:9-11).
Finally, the capstone of his loneliness was set in place with the words,
those I love. We should never put together in one sentence, “the ones I love”
plus “turned against me.” For Job this was the height of his lonely suffering.
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Focus on the Meaning
People leaving us is a common human experience. Over the last several years
fractures formed in once strong relationships. Friends applied litmus tests
to friends according to political and cultural standards. Americans are more
deeply divided today than at any point in their past. This cancer has even
worked itself into the church separating member from member, and people
from pastor.
Loneliness is a contemporary problem. So, when we read Job’s complaint,
we are not unfamiliar with the struggle he gave voice to. However, we cannot
give in to the temptation to descend into a melancholy marked by a soul that
blames God. Instead let us take David’s advice as a remedy for loneliness. Begin with praise, “Sing to God, sing praises to His name; Exalt Him who rides
through the deserts, whose name is the Lord, and be jubilant before Him”
(Psalm 68:4). Next, trust Him who cares especially for the lonely, “A father
of the fatherless and a judge for the widows, is God in His holy dwelling. God
makes a home for the lonely; He leads out the prisoners into prosperity, only
the rebellious live in parched lands” (Psalm 68:5-6).
Remember, no matter how severe the loneliness, the apostle was convinced that nothing could separate the believer from, “...the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). Stand strong then in your
struggle against the enemy of your soul. “Pray for wisdom and skill to counteract the evil one, and that you may not be ignorant of his devices and pray
particularly for grace to make you proof against all his false representations
of God and his providence to you; for he that durst represent Job falsely to
an all-seeing and all-knowing God, will with much boldness represent God
falsely to you, who see and know so little.”1

NOTES
1

John Willison, The Afflicted Man’s Companion: A Directory for Persons and
Families Afflicted with Sickness or Any Other Distress. Reprint, (Birmingham, AL: Solid Ground Christian Books, 2009), 104.

Lesson 8: I Am Not Alone

105

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Anderson, Francis I. Job: An Introduction and Commentary. Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1976.
Baptist Confession of Faith & The Baptist Catechism. Reprint, Port St. Lucie, FL:
Solid Ground Christian Books, 2018.
Brown, Francis, S. R. Driver, and Charles A. Briggs. The New Brown—Driver—Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon: With an Appendix Containing the
Biblical Aramaic. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Publishers, 1979.
Cox, Samuel. A Commentary on the Book of Job With a Translation. London,
England: Kegan, Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., 1894.
Driver, Samuel R. and George B. Gray. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on
the Book of Job. Edinburgh, Scotland: T & T Clarke, 1921.
Even-Shoshan, Abraham, ed. A New Concordance of the Old Testament: Using
the Hebrew and Aramaic Text. Jerusalem, Israel: Kiryat Sefer Publishing
House, 1997.
Henry, Matthew. Job to Song of Solomon. Matthew Henry Commentary on the
Whole Bible. New York, NY: Fleming H. Revell, nd.
Thomas, Clayton, W, ed. Taber’s Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary. Vol. 12. Philadelphia, PA: F. A. Davis, nd.
Waltke, Bruce K. and M. O’Connor. An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax.
Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1990.
Willison, John. The Afflicted Man’s Companion: A Directory for Persons and Families Afflicted With Sickness or Any Other Distress. Reprint, Birmingham,
AL: Solid Ground Christian Books, 2009.

Praise Him in the Storm: When Life Falls Apart

106 

Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. As members arrive, provide each person a blank sheet of paper and a
pen or pencil and instruct them to draw a modern-day image or picture that illustrates the word loneliness. After it appears that most have
drawn something, ask each person to share their image or picture with
the group.
2. Display on a poster the following definition of loneliness: sadness because one has no friends or company; the fact of being without companions; solitariness. Ask members to evaluate their drawing based on
this definition. After several have shared, say, Job’s experience with deep
loneliness demonstrates how it can be one of the most painful human conditions. But Job wasn’t by himself. He was surrounded by people, yet his heart
cried out with a sense of loneliness.

Guide Bible Study
3. Set the context of today’s verses by recalling what Job had lost (his
family, friends, servants, livestock, wealth, standing in the community—everything except his life). And on top of all that, Satan launched a
physical attack on Job’s body. Explain that in Old Testament thinking,
if a person fell on hard times, it was because the person had committed a great sin. Job knew that was not the case. Nevertheless, everyone
around him believed he had a hidden sin problem, and God was punishing him. Nobody wanted anything to do with Job. Job’s perception of
those close to him and the pain he experienced portrays loneliness at its
worst.
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4. Read Job 19:13-19. Prepare a poster or white board with today’s verse
numbers listed on the left side. Enlist a volunteer to write by each verse
group responses to whom the people were that Job called out. The following is an example of the chart the group is developing.
		Example:
		 13—Day-to-day acquaintances (alienated; estranged)
		 14—Friends (left/gone away; forgotten me)
		 15—House mates (considered me a stranger or an alien)
		 16—Servants (ignored me)
		 17—Family (found me offensive; loathsome)
		 18—Children (scorned/ridiculed me)
		 19—Associates (detested and turned away from me)
			 Next invite the group to note how Job described his pain by attaching a description of abandonment in each verse. Instruct the volunteer
to list those on the chart by each group (answers in parentheses).
5. Now that you have a visual presentation of the depth and scope of Job’s
loneliness, lead the group to identify and discuss truths found in this
Scripture. Truths might include…
		 •	Loneliness is a common experience among all people that can occur
unannounced at any time.
		 •	Loneliness is not solely determined by the absence of people but by a
person’s unhealthy response to one’s situation.
		 •	Changing circumstances can lead to strained relationships that contribute to feelings of estrangement, abandonment, and alienation.
		 •	Loneliness is one of the most painful experiences in life.
		 •	Loneliness brings about a sense of anxiety, helplessness, and hopelessness.
		 •	Feelings of loneliness and despair can persevere over an extended
time.

Praise Him in the Storm: When Life Falls Apart

108 

Encourage Application
6. Lead members to discuss the following questions from the Study Guide.
		 •	How would you encourage a lonely friend?
		 •	In what ways can you serve in your church ministry to help others
who may be experiencing the pain of loneliness?
7. Remind the group that God through Jesus Christ takes the pain of loneliness and produces an unusual usefulness of loneliness that brings joy
to those who choose to keep going. God’s grace and mercy sustains us
through any circumstance that comes our way. Conclude the session
with prayer asking the Lord to help each person experience Christ’s
presence in every facet of life, even when life seems to be falling apart.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. After members arrive, break into groups of three and instruct members
to share a time from their past when they felt alone. Once everyone has
shared in their small group, convene the large group, and ask members
to call out one-word responses that describe feelings they heard in the
accounts shared in their small group.
2. Say, Loneliness represents the fact that we are uniquely human. Everybody
experiences it to some degree at some point in life. Situations and circumstance may differ, but the feelings of isolation, being unloved, and alone are
common. Job’s experience in today’s text takes loneliness to the deepest extreme.

Guide Bible Study
3. Display a poster or write on a white board the following outline:
		 a. The Evidence of Loneliness (Job 19:13-14)
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		 b. The Agony of Loneliness (Job 19:15-16)
		 c. The Perseverance of Loneliness (Job 19:17-19)
4. Introduce today’s text by reminding the group that this is Job’s response to Bildad during the second series of speeches offered by Job’s
three friends. Read Job 19:5-6 to set the context for Job’s reply. In his
responses, Job expressed his feelings of estrangement from those closest to him and blamed God for their response to his situation. Use the
Study Guide sidebar “The Problem of Evil,” to discuss our response to
God when we experience loneliness.
5. Point to the outline of today’s text and use it as a discussion guide for
defining loneliness.
		•	
Point a. Read Job 19:13-14 and ask, Where do we see loneliness appear
in our world? Can it surface in the life of a Christian? Call attention to
the sidebar “Pray & Praise” in the Study Guide and share how it can be
used as a tool to guide us when calamity strikes.
		•	
Point b. Read Job 19:15-16 and ask, What feelings are reflected in the
words Job used to describe the response of his workers? How does a relationship with Jesus help us deal with pain and suffering in our lives?
Invite a volunteer to read Hebrews 4:15 as a reminder that Jesus can
empathize with us because He experienced everything we experience
(yet He did not sin). Knowing that gives us hope and encouragement.
		•	
Point c. Read Job 19:17-19 and ask, How can a person enduring loneliness break what seems to be a never-ending experience? What promises
from Scripture can we fall back on to help us in our loneliness? (Jeremiah
29:11; Psalm 68:4-6; Romans 8:38-39)
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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Encourage Application
6. Ask the group, What can we learn from Job’s experience that we could use to
navigate through periods of loneliness? How does a relationship with Jesus
help us deal with pain and suffering that comes with loneliness?
7. Close the session with a voiced prayer of thanksgiving for God’s grace,
mercy, and provision that guides and encourages us in times of pain and
suffering. Commit to being available to those experiencing the pain of
loneliness.

Focal Text

Background

Job 19:20-27

Philippians 3:7-11

lesson

9

I Know That My
Redeemer Lives
MAIN IDEA

In the midst of Job’s uncertainty, he
proclaimed there was one thing he
did know.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Is Jesus my Lord?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to understand that
the only relationship that won’t be
changed by death is their relationship
with Jesus
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
After Job explained how God had ruined him in 19:6-12 and how He had
destroyed his human connections in 19:13-19, in 19:20-22 he turned to his
audience (Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar) and asked pity from them. His words
give the reader more insight into his physical suffering, which he used to
cajole his friends into silence. This continued the adversarial nature of Job’s
response to these men (see Job 6:15-21; 12:1-4; 16:1-6; and 19:1-5).
In 19:23-27, we have perhaps one of the most beautiful descriptions of
eternal hope ever penned by a man. It should not be passed over that Job’s
statement about his redeemer blossoms in the garden of suffering. We are
invited to consider the wonder of resurrection and its final realization. No
matter how far off that day may be for us or Job, the truth of it shines brightly in Job’s trial-polished faith.
The power of Job’s statement in verses 26-27 is foundational to our own
doctrinal confession. Baptist leaders in London, England in 1688 wrote what
is known as the Second London Baptist Confession. That document set the tone
for confessions of faith that would follow, such as our own Baptist Faith and
Message. Concerning this idea of resurrection, they wrote in chapter 31, paragraph 2 these words. “At the last day, such of the saints as are found alive,
shall not sleep, but be changed; and all the dead shall be raised up with the
selfsame bodies, and none other; although with different qualities, which
shall be united again to their souls forever.”1

Interpreting the Scripture
Job’s Request for Grace (19:20-21)
19:20. We know that Job was seated on the ash pile after scraping his boils
(Job 2:7-8). Possibly, these boils represent a deep tissue inflammation break-
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ing through the skin. The scraping would have provided debridement but left
draining abscesses. Here Job revealed his condition in vivid detail. He used
the word cling to describe the appearance of his body. When skin and flesh
cling to the bones, we immediately have a picture of deep physical suffering.
Job understood exactly what happened to him but didn’t yet see the mercy of God working on his behalf. His language reflected the deal that the Lord
and Satan struck (Job 2:4-6). The words skin, flesh, and bone are all used in
that accord, but also the protecting hand of God, who said to Satan, “Behold,
he is in your power, only spare his life” (Job 2:6). Job said he escaped by the
skin of his teeth, an idiom that has made its way into our language. However,
when we use those words, it is implied that we are lucky, or fortunate nothing
worse happened. Luck had nothing to do with Job’s case.

19:21. Having described his horrid condition Job asked for graciousness
from his companions. The word translated pity is used twice in a plea to them
to spare him any further insult. This word comes from a common verbal root
meaning to show favor or grace to another. Here it is translated “pity” to
communicate the condescension that Job needed from them.
Again, Job fell back into arguing his case that God treated him unfairly
by saying, “For the hand of God has struck me,” in the second phrase of the
verse. This is yet another reason why the three friends should withhold any
further comment. His flesh was suffering under the stroke of Heaven. The
word struck, whether intentional or not, reminds us of Satan’s words, “However, reach out with Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh; he will
curse You to Your face!” (Job 2:5). The same Hebrew verb rendered struck in
19:21 is the same as in Job 1:11 and 2:5 rendered touch. As a matter of fact,
the tenor of these verses sounds similar. The author was reminding his readers that everything was happening according to God’s plan.
Job’s Complaint (19:22)
Job compared the treatment of his friends to the touch of the Lord. The word
persecute revealed the personal nature of his suffering. This word expresses
the figurative idea of harassment. God struck Job, and in the same way the
friends by their speech have mirrored that treatment. In the second stanza
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of the couplet, the language parallels and intensifies the idea of harassment
or persecution by using the word satisfied. Job asked his friends if they were
satisfied with his flesh. The same putrid flesh that he described in verse 20.
This word means to be sated with food. In Job’s mind their accusations were
the same as God’s stroke against him. He was facing the same storm on two
fronts.

Job’s Wish (19:23-24)
A wish expression is used twice in this verse, translated oh, that. It carries the
force of “would then,” connecting his wish to the sad reality (in his mind) of
the persecution of God and his friends. We could put it like this, “Since my
flesh barely clings to my bones, and heaven and earth are arrayed against me,
I just wish these last words of mine could be remembered” (author’s paraphrase).
Here is a wish come true. The Holy Spirit remembered Job’s confident
words, inspired a faithful author, and recorded them in the complete revelation of God. A bold confession of faith that believers have enjoyed for generations. Job didn’t want just any book to record his words, he wanted them cut
into a rock. Iron stylus and lead ink suggest the permanence of this writing to
which he added, forever. Dear Job, they were, and we rejoice in them.

Job’s Confident Confession (19:25)
In the Hebrew text Job used a repetition of the first-person pronoun, “I.”
When this occurs, it calls for an emphasis in translation such as we have in
the NASB, “As for me, I know.” Other ways to say this are “Surely, I” and “I,
even I.” The stress on the pronoun points us to the surety of the verbal action,
in Job’s case, his knowledge. He declared his knowledge about his Redeemer.
In Ruth’s story the role of the kinsman fell to Boaz who bought the property
of Naomi’s husband, and the childless widow of her son (see Ruth 3:8-13;
4:1-10). Job used the same language to describe the One who would redeem
him from death.
“And at the last,” is the way the second phrase begins and carries the
simple meaning of “afterward.” But after what? The only other antecedent of
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time that we have is forever in verse 24. The living Redeemer, after forever,
will rise up. Earth is the translation for the Hebrew word dust, dry ground, or
loose earth. This word occurs so many times in the book of Job that it could
be considered a theme. Everything in Job’s story has turned to dust, yet the
Redeemer, when the dust has settled, remains.

Job’s Redeemer (19:26-27)
19:26. The first phrase in this couplet is difficult to translate. His skin that
he mentioned in verse 20 reenters the conversation. This time it was not
clinging to bone but has been destroyed. This verb suggests a peeling or a
sudden striking off, paired with the second phrase we understand this as a
similitude for death. However, death was not the end of the story because in
my flesh follows. The verse could be read this way, “After the striking off of
this skin, then in my flesh I will see God” (author’s paraphrase).
The time element was beautifully contrasted here. In verse 25, the Redeemer stands upon the earth after forever. Then in verse 26 Job saw God after his body was dissolved. Both “afters” speak of a certain faith in an eternal
hope that Job did not glean from his circumstances. This comes by faith, “…
the certainty of things hoped for, a proof of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).

19:27. As in verse 25, we have another emphatic repetition again involving
the first-person pronoun, but this time with the verbal force of seeing. Job
declared, “Whom I, on my part, shall behold for myself.” The repetition emphasizes the surety of the action, and in the case of seeing, it adds force to
the statement at the end of verse 26 and velocity to the next phrase in verse
27. Job confidently communicated three times that sight was a part of the
resurrection story.
The Hebrew verb for estranged and the noun for stranger used in verses
13 and 15 occur here with the NASB translation another. His estrangement to
his acquaintances and the people in his house had been healed. His marvelous Redeemer will not be a stranger to him, nor him to his Lord. The glorified
Job will never again feel the separation from fellowship as he abides with his
God, in his flesh.
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Focus on the Meaning
Job lost everything: health, wealth, respect, companionship, and even the
tender mercy of a loving wife. The loss of all those things on the positive side
of his ledger prepared Job’s heart to consider a greater treasure. The apostle
writes, “But whatever things were gain to me, these things I have counted as
loss because of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of
the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them mere rubbish, so that I may gain
Christ” (Philippians 3:7-8).
The accumulation of things is a distraction from the true worth that can
be found in Christ. Job’s story is a study in loss that ends in triumph. He
embraced the peace of God, knowing that he would die, yet live, and see his
Redeemer. For the Christian, this hope is further defined in Paul’s letter to
the Philippians. Just as we cannot hoard things and believe we have God’s
favor, neither can we heap up for ourselves righteous deeds and trust that we
are right with God. “And may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of
my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith” (Philippians 3:9).
Whether we have suffered gain or loss let us place our Redeemer at the
center of all our desire and with Paul declare, “that I may know Him, and the
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; if somehow I may attain to the resurrection from the
dead” (Philippians 3:10-11).

NOTES
1

The Baptist Confession of Faith and the Baptist Catechism, Reprint, (Port St.
Lucie FL: Solid Ground Christian Books, 2018), 66.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. After members have arrived, assign each person one of the five posters
you have prepared. Instruct the group to locate their verse and identify
the person speaking and the circumstance behind each confession of
faith.
		 •	Poster One: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew
16:16).
		 •	Poster Two: “Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the King of Israel” (John 1:49).
		 •	Poster Three: “Yes, Lord; I have come to believe that You are the
Christ, the Son of God, and He who comes into the world” (John
11:27).
		 •	Poster Four: “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28).
		 •	Poster Five: “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” (Acts 8:37,
NASB1995).
			 [Answers: One—Simon Peter; Two—Nathanael; Three—Martha;
Four—Thomas; Five—eunuch]
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2presspress.org.)
			 In this session, we will be hearing Job’s confession of faith that expresses his confidence in God and is central to his hope for the future.

Guide Bible Study
2. To gain the full impact of today’s text, pre-enlist a volunteer who can
dramatically read the passage as Job would have expressed it to his
three friends. Instruct the rest of the group to listen as if they were one
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of Job’s friends. Encourage the group to get into character based on
previous encounters in the Book of Job between Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, and Job. After the reading, discuss the feelings and emotions Job
exhibited and how the friends might have interpreted and responded to
Job’s words.
3. Now that the story has been told, use the following to unpack Job’s
thoughts.
		 •	How much did Job’s physical condition (19:20) influence his plea
for his friend’s pity? What was Job implying in the two questions he
asked his friends (19:22)? How would you advise a friend who’s going
through a difficult season that you know not why?
		 •	In Job’s prayerful reflection (19:23-24), what was the significance of
the three ways he wanted his words recorded? Why was it important
to Job that his words be documented? Ask the group to call out ways
over the centuries that Job’s declaration “I know that my Redeemer
lives” has been recorded. (Among other ways, the Holy Spirit remembered Job’s confession, and inspired a faithful author who recorded
them in the complete revelation of God.)
4. Ask the group to define redeemer based on common modern day use of
the word. After several have shared, use the “Redeemer” sidebar in the
Study Guide to track the use of the word in the Bible. As you read Job
19:25-27 invite members to visualize a picture that might accompany
these words. Allow several in the group to share their thoughts. Make
the point that this declaration marked the place in Job’s story where his
spiritual life began to turn for the better as he gave up on the need to
have people and things determine his relationship with God.

Encourage Application
5. While Job was suffering in this world, there was another world that he
couldn’t see with his physical eyes. But he knew that one day he would
see his Redeemer face to face. Job’s acknowledgement “I know that my
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Redeemer lives,” is a model statement of submission to God. Read Proverbs 3:5-6. Invite the group to share ways they actively acknowledge God
with words and deeds in their everyday lives. Job teaches all believers to
recognize and daily acknowledge God no matter what the circumstances.
6. Conclude the session with prayer. Thank God for His grace and mercy in
providing a Redeemer to give us salvation and represent us before the
judgment seat. Pray that we will be sensitive to those around us with
compassion and love.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Greet members as they arrive and give each person an index card. Instruct them to complete the assignment you have written on a white
board or poster: Write up to a three-sentence statement expressing your
confession of faith in Jesus Christ. Allow time for everyone to complete
the assignment and then instruct the group to turn to a friend and
share what they wrote.
2. In today’s lesson, Job continued his interaction with his three friends.
Included in his conversation with them, we will hear Job’s confession of
faith that expressed his confidence in God and was central to his hope
for the future.

Guide Bible Study
3. Job realistically took inventory of his situation; not only had everything been taken from him, he experienced physical pain and utter depression. As Job looked at the frailness of his body, he turned to his
friends for pity. Read Job 19:20-22. Create two columns on a poster
or white board and label one pity and the other compassion. Using the
Study Guide, discuss the difference between each phrase to understand
Job’s selection of pity when approaching his friends.
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4. Oral tradition can change over time unless it is recorded. Invite a volunteer to read Job 19:23-24. Discuss the three ways Job desired his words
to be recorded. Reflect on how his wishes have been secured over the
centuries.
5. Read Job 19:25-27. Job carefully selected the word redeemer in his confession of faith. Explain that in Leviticus, a redeemer may come to the
aid of a relative in distress over property (Leviticus 25:25-38) or one
who needed support for personal well-being (Leviticus 25:47-55). God
is referred to as a Redeemer in several Old Testament passages; assign
the following sample verses to members to read to the group: Psalms
19:14; 77:15; Isaiah 41:14-16; 43:14; 48:17. In Exodus, God redeemed
the Israelites from slavery in Egypt (6:6; 15:13). Lead the group to discuss how these images together paint a picture that points to Christ the
Messiah and Redeemer.
6. Job embraced the peace of God, knowing he would die, yet live, and see
his Redeemer. Paul expressed this in his letter to the Philippians. Just
as we cannot hoard things and believe we have God’s favor, neither can
we heap up for ourselves righteous deeds and trust that we are right
with God (Philippians 3:9).

Encourage Application
7. Discuss the following application questions:
		 •	How can a focus on God help us when we are going through difficult
seasons in our lives?
		 •	How has your life changed since you believed Jesus has saved your
life?
		 •	What difference can prayer make when feeling our lowest?
		 •	As a result of studying this lesson, how would you advise a friend
who’s going through a difficult season in their life?
8. Conclude the session with prayer. Thank God for the rich truths we can
experience through the life of Job. Pray that we will live according to
our confession of faith through our words and deeds.

Focal Text

Background

Job 32:1-10; 33:2-4,
22-30; 35:9-10; 37:14-24

Ephesians 2:8-9;
Acts 16:25-30

lesson 10
The Wisdom
of Youth
MAIN IDEA

There’s more wisdom in a Spirit-filled
young person than in older people
who express their own opinion.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Does God give me what I need or
what I deserve?
STUDY AIM

To lead adults to understand that
wisdom comes from God—age only
seasons it
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Listening to the back and forth of Job and his friends we are suddenly confronted with the knowledge that there are more than four people present.
Elihu, introduced in Job 32:2, was waiting for his turn to speak. Possibly,
a crowd gathered around Job and his friends listening to this debate about
suffering and the role of God. Elihu, who was a part of this larger group, was
unknown to us. He was not introduced in Job 2:11-13 and his name doesn’t
appear in Job 42:7-9. His address to Job begins in Job 32:6 and suddenly
ends in Job 37:24.
Jewish and Christian commentators down through the centuries ridiculed Elihu’s appearance and his speech as a late and failed addition to the
poem. Others suggested that Elihu’s sudden appearance in the text was none
other than the pre-incarnate Christ. Like Melchizedek (Genesis 14:17-20),
Elihu appears on the scene, and then just as quickly disappears. His words
provide a fitting solution to the problem of Job’s suffering, which the three
friends could not produce.
Eliphaz and friends contended that sin invites punishment from Heaven,
therefore judgment realized in suffering must be due to sin. “Remember now,
who ever perished being innocent? Or where was the upright destroyed? According to what I have seen, those who plow wrongdoing and those who sow
trouble harvest it” (Job 4:7-8). But the young man Elihu had a different and
more precious view on suffering. His speech moved the argument from retribution to love. Elihu contended that afflictions can be corrective (Job 36:811), that they spring from God’s loving-kindness for His creation (Job 37:13)
and should lead all men to glorify their Creator (Job 36:24-26).
From a literary standpoint the words of Elihu created the perfect transition between the end of Job’s speech (Job 31:40), and the Lord’s appearance
in the whirlwind (Job 38:1). He hints at subjects that the Lord further developed in Job 38:1–41:34. He prepares the reader for the final scene between
God and Job by saying, “Behold, let me tell you, you are not right in this, for
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God is greater than mankind. Why do you complain to Him, that He does not
give an account of all His doings” (Job 33:12-13).

Interpreting the Scripture
Elihu Revealed (32:1-10)
We are given a fuller introduction to Elihu than to the first three friends.
For their part, we are only told where they are from. Eliphaz was a Temanite,
Teman was the son of Eliphaz, the son of Esau (Genesis 36:10-11, 15). He
became one of the principal men of Edom, a city and a family group were
associated with him. However, in Elihu’s case, we are told the name of his
father, family, and clan.
Elihu, whose name means “He is my God,” was a Buzite. Buz was the son
of Nahor, the brother of Abraham (Genesis 22:20-21). His father, Barachel,
whose name means “Blessed of God,” descends through Ram, an unknown
grandson of Nahor. The young man Elihu entered the scene with an impressive family resume´ tracking all the way back to Abraham’s brother. Perhaps
this familial connection teased something good to come.
Before his ancestral lineage was revealed, we have the words, “his anger burned.” In our NASB English text, the noun and the verb are separated.
However, in the Hebrew text, the sentence begins with the words, “His anger burned,” which is followed by his identification. These words occur four
times; 1) at the beginning of verse two with his identification, 2) again in
verse two, it burned against Job who “justified himself,” 3) in verse three
against Job’s friends who couldn’t answer Job and yet “condemned him,” and
4) in verse five the complaint about the friends’ ineptitude is repeated. His
polite deference to the older men along with his growing anger at all four of
them created a pressure in his soul to share his knowledge. “Behold, my belly
is like unvented wine, like new wineskins, it is about to burst” (Job 32:19).
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Elihu’s Authority (33:2-4)
However, even though he was under pressure to speak, Elihu continued
to address Job and his friends with great care and respect. He didn’t cast off
the honor due to them even though they failed to understand Job’s dilemma.
The young man declared that what he had to say was upright “from the
integrity of my heart” and sincere “my lips speak knowledge sincerely.” As we
look back across the prologue to his argument it is evident that sincerity of
speech was his goal. He said, “…nor will I reply to him with your arguments”
(Job 32:14), and “...I also will tell my opinion” (Job 32:17). These statements
revealed his desire to be honest with Job and his friends. His words in Job
32:20-22 seem to be a prayer for an impartial delivery of the facts as he saw
them.
In verse 4, Elihu referenced his authority. The phrase translated “the
breath of the Almighty” is used here and in Job 32:8. He understood that
what he was about to say was not flowing from his super-heated opinion but
came by way of inspiration from the hot breath of God. The word translated
Almighty takes us back to the time of Abraham when this was the nomenclature for God (see Genesis 17:1). Use of this word by Elihu could suggest the
cultural milieu of the patriarchal period.

Elihu’s Argument (33:22-30)
Elihu’s argument began with a recounting of Job’s words (Job 33:8-12). He
followed that with a rhetorical question to which he gave an extended answer
(Job 33:13-18). He created a scenario similar to Job’s condition (Job 33:1921), this allowed him to explain how the Lord demonstrated mercy toward
men.
The Hebrew word translated pit occurs seven times in the book of Job.
Five of those are here in Elihu’s address. The other two are found in Job 9:31
and Job 17:14 (NASB1995, or translated grave, NASB). This pit is the dark
hole of Sheol to which the soul goes after death. The abundance of usage here
could be in reply to Job’s lament in Job 9:25-35.
Elihu used pit as a theme in his argument to grab attention and refute
Job’s contention that God was going to throw him there. God’s work, accord-
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ing to Elihu, was not to send him to the darkness of the pit, but to redeem
him from it. The Lord’s work was outlined by Elihu in this address. The Lord
has provided a mediator (Job 33:23) when Job said there wasn’t one (Job
9:33); He is gracious, delivering from the pit (Job 33:24); He accepts the
humble sinner who prays (Job 33:26-27); and He redeems their lives from
the dark pit to the light of life (Job 33:28, 30).

Elihu’s Response to Job’s Vain Prayer (35:9-10)
Elihu dealt with the thing that caused his anger to burn toward Job, “because
he justified himself before God” (Job 32:2). He began his argument in Job
35:5-8 by asking both Job and his friends if they could add anything to God
or take anything from Him by either their sins or their righteousness. The
answer was obvious, and his use of nature to illustrate Job’s absurdity was
brilliant.
He then painted a picture of societal abuse where the strong take from
the poor. The “multitude of oppressions” is something every generation has
experienced and so we understand the “cry for help.” Yet, Elihu confronted
Job with the truth that this cry was a vain noise (see Job 35:13) not rooted
in faith. A prayer of complaint in response to affliction, and which does not
look to Heaven for redress and hope, is not a prayer at all. Such a thing is
nothing more than the sound of birds and beasts (Job 35:11). God made us
wiser than that.

Elihu’s Declaration of the Wonder of God (37:14-24)
Elihu’s words set the stage for the interview that the Lord was about to
have with Job. He asked Job “do you know,” twice. This same interrogative
phrase was used in God’s address to Job (see Job 38:33 and 39:1). The same
verb “to know,” is used sarcastically in Job 38:21 and in Job 37:15. The answer to these questions was “no.” The wonder of God’s work in creation past
and present is more than anyone can understand. Job may have thought he
had the answer, but Elihu showed us and Job that he did not.
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Focus on the Meaning
Is it possible to praise God while suffering? Job struggled with that, just as
we do. Elihu’s speech pointed Job and us to the majesty of God, “From the
North comes golden splendor; around God is awesome majesty” (Job 37:22).
The New Testament is full of stories of suffering and triumph. We find the
apostles beaten, thrown into the inner-most dungeon, and fastened to the
stocks. What do we find them doing? Did they complain about all they lost
and suffered? “Now about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them” (Acts
16:25).
What if Job used his suffering as a platform to witness of God’s sovereignty? Just as the prisoners listened to Paul and Silas pray and sing, so Job
had the opportunity to exalt the Lord his God, but instead justified himself.
This is why Elihu was so angry with him (Job 32:2). What if, during our suffering we glorified the Lord, who without any help from us, saved us by His
grace? “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not a result of works, so that no one may
boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Ephesians
2:8-10). What difference could we make in our life and in the life of the “prisoners” around us?
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. After members have arrived, pose the following question to the group,
When was a time in your life when a friend helped you through a crisis or
when you were struggling with a life-changing decision? Instruct the group
to recall the first example that comes to mind. Allow time for thought,
and then invite several volunteers to share their experiences.
2. Use the “Introduction” in the Study Guide to refresh the group’s journey
through the book of Job. Recall some of the tough questions addressed
in Job’s conversations with his three friends. Say, At this point in the
book of Job, Job and his friends had exhausted their thoughts and could say
no more. Enter Elihu.

Guide Bible Study
3. Introduce Elihu by reading Job 32:1-10 and 33:2-4. Invite the group to
list on a poster or white board characteristics from the text that identify
Elihu and why he was capable, even obligated, to share his thoughts.
Discuss the importance of Elihu’s reference to his authority when he
used the phrase “the breath of the Almighty.”
4. Use the sidebar “Constructive Criticism” in the Study Guide to illustrate
Elihu’s response to what he witnessed. Briefly review the following examples in the Bible and invite the group to identify lessons to be learned
from each.
		 • Exodus 18 (Jethro’s advice to Moses)
		 • Book of Philemon (Paul’s counsel to Philemon concerning Onesimus)
			 Ask, Are you the kind of friend who can take and give constructive criticism? What does it require to be heard when you speak or to hear when you
are spoken too?
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5. Invite a volunteer to read Job 33:22-30. Use the information in the
Study Guide to explain the meaning behind Elihu’s reference to an angel.
Walk through Elihu’s words to Job by sharing the following truths and
engaging comments from the group:
		 • God provides a mediator (33:23).
		 • God is gracious (33:24).
		 • God accepts the humble sinner who prays (33:26-27).
		 • God redeems the sinner and provides an everlasting life (33:28, 30).
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
			 The purpose of Elihu’s message was to remind his audience then and
now that God’s concern about sinful man made a way for reconciliation
when their life-actions pointed them toward death. For today’s believers that reconciliation is found in the person of Jesus Christ.
6. Read Job 35:9-10. Invite the group to paraphrase these verses by expressing the following three phrases in contemporary language: multitude of oppression (suffering under the heavy blows of life); the arm
of the mighty (almighty God); songs in the night (relief from suffering).
Ask, What do these verses say to us about how we should navigate pain and
suffering?

Encourage Application
7. Introduce Job 37:14-24 in Elihu’s fourth and final speech to Job by stating the truth: The God who governs storms in nature controls the storms we
face in life. Listen to Elihu’s pointed questioning that challenged Job to
turn from his haughty pride (Job 32:1) to become a humble follower of
God. Read Job 37:14-24. Pause a moment for reflection and then return
to verse 14 and read, “Listen to this, ______” (ask the group to fill in the
blank with their name). Encourage the group to continue reading the
passage silently from the view that Elihu is speaking directly to them.
After everyone is finished, allow a couple of volunteers to respond.
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8. Conclude with prayer acknowledging a deep reverence for God and gratitude for the rich truths found in the book of Job that guide our daily
living through whatever circumstance comes our way.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. As members arrive, give each person a 3x5 card and a pen or pencil.
After everyone has arrived, ask, Have you ever had a friend who saved you
from yourself; someone who told you the truth—no matter what? Instruct
the group to write that person’s first name on the card. Further instruct
the group to consider what it was about the person that gave him or her
the right to speak to you as he or she did. Instruct the group to write
those characteristics on the card. Invite several volunteers to share one
or two of those characteristics.
2. In this session, we are introduced to a new character whose boldness
and wisdom alters the lengthy conversation that has been going on between Job and his three friends. Let’s meet Elihu.

Guide Bible Study
3. Present Elihu by asking a volunteer to read Job 32:1-10 and 33:2-4. Instruct the group to identify why this young man was reluctant to join
the conversation (young in years). Ask, What was the source of Elihu’s
confidence to share his thoughts? What does it take to build that confidence
to equip us to take advantage of opportunities that come our way?
4. Ask the group, Have you ever been part of a conversation that seemed to be
going nowhere and someone stepped in to add a bit of wisdom to the proceedings? Elihu was wise beyond his years. He witnessed the banter between
Job and his friends complaining about God. And he had enough. Read
Job 33:22-30 and invite the group to listen for God’s solution to when
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we allow our circumstances to represent our spiritual relationship with
God, and we feel God has abandoned us. Once the group responds, summarize Elihu’s message to his senior friends: God has not abandoned
you; He has provided for you. Read Job 35:9-10 and ask, What then
should be our response to God? Remind the group that when storms arise
in your life, even when life seems to be falling apart, God is still God.
5. To further make his point about the greatness of God, Elihu shared with
Job: God is too much God, God is too wonderful, too mighty, too much
of everything that ever shall be…to leave you without a way out. So
Elihu took Job on a journey using a series of questions focusing on the
wonders of God. Read Job 37:14-24.

Encourage Application
6. Use the sidebar “Need or Want” in the Study Guide and create an exercise for the group by identifying one side of the room as NEED and
the other side as WANT. As you call out the eight categories, instruct
the group to choose whether the category represents a need or a want
by walking to that side of the room. Allow volunteers to justify their
choices. Conclude by saying, We are challenged to consider what’s most
important in life and how our relationship with God is affected. Encourage
the group to share thoughts about how we set priorities in life.
7. Close the session by asking the group to identify the most significant
take away from the session. Once several have shared, close with a
prayer of gratitude to a loving and faithful God who remains constant
no matter what circumstance comes our way.

Focal Text

Background

Job 38:1-7; 40:1-5

Ephesians 1:4-10
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Job chapter 38 begins a direct discourse between God and Job. Job received
a theophany, or direct revelation from God, in which God asked Job several
questions, none of which Job could answer. Why did God come to Job in this
way? What was God wanting to do for Job? The answer to those questions is
found in Job’s response in chapter 40. There we find a humbled Job who was
ready to listen to God with all his heart and acknowledge that God alone is
God (and Job is not).
By this point in Job’s story, we are fully aware of his sufferings. Job has
lost his treasure, his family, and his health. One can imagine the turmoil,
confusions, and disappointments with which Job struggled. His friends,
Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, and Elihu have failed to help Job make sense of his
sufferings. A wounded, heartbroken Job challenged God in chapter 23 saying,
“Even today my complaint is bitter; his hand is heavy despite my groaning. If
I only knew where to find him, if only I could go to his dwelling! I would state
my case before him and fill my mouth with arguments. I would find out what
he would answer me, and consider what he would say to me” (Job 23:1-5).
Job challenged God insisting that he, Job, was a righteous man. Job’s
friends insisted that his sufferings were part of God’s judgment of sin in
his life. In the earlier chapters of the book, Job justified himself before his
friends but maintained his humility before God. In the later chapters, we see
a change. Now we see Job arguing his case to God, Himself. Job was challenging God’s wisdom and authority. When Job said, “I would find out what he
would answer me, and consider what he would say to me,” he was betraying
his own heart and thinking, specifically, that he was ready to replace God’s
judgments and wisdom with his own.
God accepted the challenge. He answered Job from the fury and power of
the storm. As you read all of chapters 38 and 39, imagine yourself before the
God of the Universe being called out for your pride and self-righteousness.
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All Job could do was confess, “I am unworthy—how can I reply to you? I will
put my hand over my mouth” (Job 40:4).

Interpreting the Scriptures
The Lord Answers Job (38:1-2)
38:1. God spoke directly to Job from the fury of the storm, and Job knew exactly what God said. This kind of direct revelation is called a theophany. There
are many theophanies recorded in the Bible such as Moses and the burning
bush from Exodus, chapter 3. In each circumstance, the one receiving the
revelation from God knew who God was and exactly what God wanted him or
her to do. This verse is personal: God answered Job.

38:2. God’s first charge to Job is found in this question: “Who…obscures
my plans?” God was pointing out what should’ve been obvious, that Job’s
wisdom and understanding could not begin to compare with the Divine One.
Indeed, how can the finite wisdom of a human being compare with the infinite mind of the Holy God? Remember also that the human mind has been
corrupted by sin. Therefore, if Job spoke for God or even about God, or spoke
to the human condition or circumstance, he could only “obscure God’s plans”
which, of course, is perfect. Nothing else is possible.
Paul wrote something similar in 1 Corinthians 13:12. Discussing the limited wisdom and understanding of the human mind he said, “For now we see
only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in
part; then I shall know fully…” When Job challenged God’s wisdom, he was
biting off far more than he could chew. He was speaking from his limited understanding and from his partial knowledge.
Even today, critics often challenge God based upon what they, in their
partial and limited understandings, perceive to be injustices. “How could a
loving God allow war?” they protest. Or “How could a merciful God allow
suffering in this life?” People have struggled with these ideas for all of human
history. No matter the question, the protester is making the same mistake
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Job was tempted to make, specifically, to replace God’s judgments with his
or her own. Because our judgments are clouded by sin, we, too, can only “obscure God’s plans.”

The Lord Challenges Job (38:3)
So God tells Job, “Brace yourself like a man…” The Hebrew literally says, “Gird
up your loins.” A modern equivalent might be a football uniform. Before anyone plays the rough and tumble game of football, they properly prepare. You
need a helmet and shoulder pads. You need knee pads and cleats, among other equipment. We would think someone foolish who wanted to play pro football without the proper protections and uniform.
When God said to Job, “Brace yourself,” that’s what God was communicating. It was game time. Job was being called out to an appointment he had
no choice but to keep. “I will question you,” God said, “and you shall answer
me.” The Hebrew here may be translated, “You will teach me.” Could Job actually teach God? Could the one who obscures God’s plans somehow enlighten
the One who created light in the beginning? You get the point.

Job Falls Silent (38:4-7)
So, the questions began. God questioned Job regarding the great matters of
creation. God’s questions show the expansive, illimitable gulf that exists between the infinite and holy mind of the Creator and the small, pitiful understandings of humanity. Consider how you might answer questions such as
these: “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation…who stretched a
measuring line across it…who laid its cornerstone…?”
Obviously, Job had no answer. Job had been quite vocal back in chapter
23 when he declared, “I would state my case before Him…I would find out
what He would answer me…” Now the Almighty has come. Now the Divine
is ready to speak. God, however, has turned everything around. God is the
Great Questioner, and Job fell silent. This is the time for listening.
Look carefully at the Divine power and glory on display in these verses.
As God was creating His very good world, as He was setting its footings and
as He had created the heavens, there was a glorious praise that erupted from
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the very creation itself. The stars were singing God’s glory! The angels were
awed and responded with joy filled celebrations! Can you imagine what it
might have been like? How might you have responded when the stars for the
very first time burst forth their heavenly light? What might you have felt
when you saw the first sunrise shine its glorious light on a perfect and beautiful world? I think the heavens and the angels got it right. There is joyous
worship and praise when the grand and glorious works of God are on display!

God’s Final Challenge to the Reprover (40:1-2)
Verses one and two actually complete the previous section. God challenged
Job’s wisdom and understanding with many specific questions. Again, Job
could not answer. God concluded demanding, “Let him who accuses God answer him!” Interestingly, the Hebrew word translated “accuser” can mean “reprover.” It is used twice in verse 2 to say, “Shall a reprover contend with God?
Let the reprover answer Him.”
The idea behind reprover in this case is one who corrects. Job’s limited wisdom led him to think that God’s will and way needed correction. Job
thought he knew better than God the answers to his own suffering in this life.
The assumptions behind that thinking are that God’s will and ways are less
than perfect and may, therefore, be subject to review and correction. Adam
and Eve made the same assumptions in the Garden of Eden when they took
the forbidden fruit, and we set up ourselves as reprovers of the Divine when
we do the same. The Bible calls this sin. In today’s world, there are limitless
examples of human beings expressing the same idea, that God’s will and way
need reproof and correction. Some things never change.

Job Confesses, “I am Unworthy” (40:4-5)
When Job finally speaks, we find a much different posture than that of chapter 23. In chapter 23, Job’s challenge to God implied a “shaking of the fist”
at God, while his confession in chapter 40 suggested a posture of contrition,
kneeling, and bowing as he confesses, “I am unworthy.” The word for unworthy connotes insignificance, or that which is small. It is a full confession of
Job’s limited, small mind and its utter foolishness when left to its own devic-
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es. “I am unworthy” was Job’s way of apologizing to God for his prideful and
boisterous challenges. It is another way of saying, “I’m sorry. I didn’t know
what I was talking about.” Job’s confession continued as he determined, “I
will say no more.” God helped move Job to this place of repentance because
He loved him.

Focusing on the Meaning
We all share a couple of things in common with Job. For one, we all will suffer.
The struggle to understand suffering is a difficult one. God’s Holy Word is our
great help. One of the very best things we can do when we are suffering is go
to God’s Word. My grandmother told me how she would sit in my grandfather’s room and read the Psalms every day during the final weeks of his life.
I know God’s Word provided comfort for them both, helping them through
a storm called cancer. Indeed, God can and does speak to us all through the
storms of life, if we are willing to humble ourselves and listen.
Another thing we have in common with Job is our tendency to second
guess God’s directions and purposes. I think we’ve all had times when we
would rather tell God what He should be doing instead of humbly listening
for Him. Like Adam and Eve, we listen to the tempter say, “’You will not certainly die,’… ‘For God knows when you eat from it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God…’” (Genesis 3:4). Notice that part of the temptation
(maybe the main part of the temptation) for Eve was that the forbidden fruit
was “desirable for gaining wisdom.” Oh yes, in taking the forbidden fruit, she
and her husband who was with her showed that they were ready to call God’s
good heart and intentions into question, as well as God’s will and ways. I
think we, too, make the same error.
God speaks to us from the storms of life because He loves us. He speaks
to draw us closer to Himself. In the aftermath of the storms, perhaps our
hearts are more humble and ready to receive His wisdom and His love. The
life of faith doesn’t mean we know all things in this life, but rather is a call to
trust God even when we don’t understand.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Have the class split into pairs or small groups of 3-8. (A small class may
function as one group.) Provide each group with a list of the following
terms: 1. Thunderstorm 2. Lightning 3. Tornado 4. Hurricane 5. Earthquake 6. Tsunami 7. Sandstorm 8. Blizzard 9. Wildfire 10. Ice Storm.
Have groups write down one word or phrase describing the greatest
threat inherent in each kind of storm/natural disaster on the list (e.g.,
for lightning, a danger might be fire; for hurricanes or thunderstorms,
a danger might be floods, wind, or hail damage; for blizzards, a danger
might be getting lost or freezing to death, etc.). Have groups share some
of their words/phrases with the whole group. Discuss reasons why the
dangers can or cannot be prevented by human effort.
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org).
2. Ask group members to think of real-life situations for which their storm
words might be considered symbolic. (Example: an earthquake might
represent financial collapse, or a wildfire might represent a progressively debilitating illness.) Have groups discuss similarities between people’s responses to natural and personal disasters (feelings of helplessness, loss of control, grief, etc.). Allow groups to share their reflections
and observations with the whole class.
3. Transition to Bible study by noting that Job’s situation must have
seemed to him like a perfect storm, leaving pain, loss, and grief in its
wake. In his agony, he cried out to God for answers. God’s response was
not devoid of sympathy, but it was necessary to change Job’s assumptions about divine reward and retribution.
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Guide Bible Study
4. Direct groups to read Exodus 34:6; Psalm 86:15; 116:5; Luke 1:76-79;
13:34 and discuss the attributes of God that are described in these verses (it would be good to either provide verse slips for each group or post
the verses on a central board for all to see). Follow by having groups
read Job 38:1-7 and then discuss questions 1 and 2 in the Study Guide.
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in ‘Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
5. Read aloud Job 40:1-2. Ask group members to discuss how they might
reply if God’s question was directed toward them, keeping in mind the
Job 38 passage they just read.
6. Enlist a volunteer to read aloud Job’s response in Job 40:3-5. Ask for
examples of how people tend to react when confronted with evidence
of wrongdoing (e.g., a child hanging his head after breaking a window;
a teenager making excuses for denting a car; a criminal becoming angry or aggressive; etc.). Discuss how Job’s answer reflected a new understanding of his position before God, and of a human’s appropriate
response to God’s authority (e.g., only God has the right to direct our
lives, and to trust Him is to submit to whatever He requires of us).
7. Direct groups to discuss questions 3 and 5 in the Study Guide. Encourage groups to share some of their reflections with the whole class.

Encourage Application
8. Point groups to question 4 in the Study Guide. Encourage members to
share personal experiences within their groups.
9. Instruct groups to compile a list of areas in life that fall under God’s
sovereignty (e.g., relationships; finances; decisions; etc.). Have groups
discuss what submission to God’s sovereignty would look like in each of
these areas—how can believers put absolute faith and trust into prac-

Lesson 11: Hearing God in the Storm

139

tice in their daily lives? Let groups share some of their reflections with
the whole class.
10. To close the session, have groups spend time praying that God will
strengthen and reveal Himself to those they know who are going
through storms in their lives. Encourage members to pray for one another, asking for deepened submission to God’s sovereignty in all areas.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Have group members suggest things parents command or forbid for
their children’s good (don’t run into the street; brush your teeth; go to
bed; no more sweets; etc.).
2. Discuss with the class reasons why children, and even teenagers, sometimes challenge their parents’ instructions and insist on following their
own wills.
3. Transition to Bible study by noting that Job did not like the situation
God had allowed to develop in his life. He perceived his circumstances
as unfair or unjust. Job needed a reminder of both God’s authority and
His love.

Guide Bible Study
4. Enlist one or more volunteers to read aloud Genesis 1:1-10. Ask the
class to summarize the steps God took when He began creating the
world. How did His process reflect planning and order? Note that in the
first verse, God pre-existed everything that was made (“In the beginning, God). This is the writer’s first declaration of God’s eternal nature.
5. Read, or ask someone to read, Job 38:1-7. Ask members to find references to the Genesis creation story in this passage (e.g., laid earth’s
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foundation; marked off its dimensions; etc.). How do God’s words to
Job emphasize the truth that He is the same God of Creation?
6. Discuss question 2 in the Study Guide. Ask what God wanted Job to understand about His divine sovereignty through this account of creation.
7. Read Job 40:1-5. Based on these verses, what does Job seem to have
learned through his encounter with God? Discuss question 5 in the
Study Guide.
8. Note that Job had not yet experienced relief from his suffering when
he humbled himself before God. Pose the question of whether or not
Job would have continued to be submissive if his suffering had been
prolonged rather than alleviated. Ask group members to describe what
Job’s attitude might have been if he had spent the rest of his life in that
current condition. Discuss ways that modern Christians can remain
faithful during long-term trials.

Encourage Application
9. Pose this question for thought: In feeling comfortable with God as a familiar, personal friend, have today’s Christians lost the sense of fearful
awe and respect owed to the sovereign Creator and Ruler of the universe? How does our view of God impact what and how we pray in times
of adversity?
10. Discuss question 4 in the Study Guide. Ask group members to explain
the difference between crying out to God in pain and challenging God’s
will in difficult situations.
11. Close the session with a time of prayer. Allow time for any who wish to
voice prayers before ending with a prayer acknowledging God’s sovereignty and asking for help in submitting to His will in all things.

Focal Text

Background

Job 40:6-9, 15-19;
41:1-7, 10-11; 42:1-6

2 Chronicles 7:14;
Isaiah 6:5
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Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
Chapters 40 and 41 of Job are a continuation of the questions God began
asking Job in chapter 38. God came to Job to answer Job’s challenge from
chapter 23. Essentially, Job challenged God’s wisdom and goodness. Job’s
friends had insisted that his suffering was related to his sins. Job answered
them maintaining that he was guiltless. Turning next to God, Job said, “I
would state my case before him and fill my mouth with arguments. Would
he vigorously oppose me? No, he would not press charges against me” (Job
23:4, 6).
Now God came to answer the challenge. God came from the tempest and
began asking a series of questions. The questions relate to God as Creator,
as King of the heavens and the earth, as the powerful life-giving force in the
world, and as the holy and righteous Judge of the world.
Of course, Job was completely undone. Job’s limited and small mind was
exposed before the all-knowing mind of God and before his all-powerful will.
Job challenged God to speak, and God did speak. Job responded in two
ways. In chapter 40, Job was moved to confess his insignificance before God,
saying, “I am unworthy—how can I reply to you?” (Job 40:4). In chapter 42,
Job was further moved beyond a simple confession of his weakness to personal repentance: “Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes”
(Job 42:6). In each encounter, God moved in love to redeem Job’s heart while
demonstrating His unlimited power.

Interpreting the Scriptures
God Speaks Again (40:6-9)
Job had just experienced a direct revelation from God in which the Almighty
questioned Job challenging his small thinking and limited understanding.
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Can you imagine what it must’ve been like for Job? Perhaps he was on his
face before the All Powerful One as he heard question after question that
he had no hope of answering. God spoke from the storm, and perhaps that
storm was still raging. Perhaps the lightning was still striking and the thunder still shaking the very ground upon which Job lay. Again, we saw Job’s
humbled response.
In verses 6-7, we find the same words that preceded the first round of
storms. God said again, “Brace yourself…I will question you and you shall
answer me.” Like the first time, God was warning Job to prepare himself.
Previously, we likened this warning to a football player’s equipment. We said
only a fool would play pro football without all the protective gear. One must
prepare himself to play by making sure he has a helmet, shoulder pads, and
more. God warned Job to prepare himself, too. Then it was game time. Then
God brought the questions.

The Powerful and Magnificent Behemoth (40:15-19)
40:15-18. Verse 15 began the description of a mighty living creature. It was
a creature with which Job would’ve been familiar. It was called Behemoth.
Please notice that Behemoth is a transliteration of the Hebrew word. This
means that the letters of the Hebrew word were brought over into the English. The reason for this transliteration is that we don’t know exactly what
Behemoth is. Some say it sounds like an elephant or perhaps a hippo. Still
others think Behemoth sounds more like a dinosaur, perhaps a massive Brachiosaurus.
The creature described was, indeed, huge and powerful. “What strength
it has in its loins, what power in the muscles of its belly. Its tail sways like a
cedar…Its bones are tubes of bronze, its limbs like rods of iron.” Clearly, God
was describing one of the most powerful creatures ever to walk this planet.
As impressive and powerful are animals like the elephant and hippo, we can
certainly infer that a Brachiosaurus would be far more powerful and far more
magnificent.

40:19. God told Job that Behemoth “ranks first among the works of God…”
Behemoth was, by God’s declaration, the grandest, most powerful, most
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spectacular animal God made. Who can approach Behemoth? Who can be his
master? Who can bring Behemoth under his rule? Not people. Not simple,
weak beings like Job. No, humanity is small and weak before God and before
this powerful creature. It will require someone even more powerful and more
magnificent to reign in this beast. Who is up to the task? Only God, Himself.
“Its Maker can approach it with his sword.”
Think of the lion tamer from the circus. How did he approach the king of
the beasts? He came with a whip and a chair. Watching the circus as a child,
I knew the lion was a mighty beast. Yet the tamer could get him to do some
basic tricks. The tamer became his master, with the whip symbolizing his
command. God comes to Behemoth with a sword, a symbol of the fact that
God is the true Master of all. If God is the master of the most powerful being
in the world, then He is also Job’s Master. As God said in 41:11, “Everything
under heaven belongs to me.”

The Dangerous Leviathan (41:1-7)
41:1-2. Whereas Behemoth was the largest, most magnificent beast on land,
Leviathan represented the most powerful and dangerous of the sea beasts.
Again, Leviathan is a transliteration from the Hebrew because we are not
sure to which sea beast God was referring. Some believe Leviathan may be a
whale or shark. Psalm 104:25-26 does seem to indicate such a beast from the
deep oceans. Still others have speculated that Leviathan may be a beast more
like the crocodile or alligator.

41:3-7. One thing is certain. Leviathan was an angry, aggressive beast ready
for a fight. God asked Job, “Can you pull Leviathan in with a fishhook, or tie
down its tongue with a rope? Can you put a cord through its nose or pierce
its jaw with a hook?” The obvious answer is no. Leviathan was too dangerous.
God warned Job that Leviathan could not be tamed like a pet. Essentially,
Leviathan was a fighting, dangerous monster who would rip weak humanity
limb from limb if given a chance. Leviathan submitted to nobody, yet God
remained his master.
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God Is Lord of All (41:10-11)
So the most magnificent of beasts, Behemoth, bows to the Lord. The most
dangerous of beasts, Leviathan, submits to the Lord. If God is the Lord and
Master of these powerful and magnificent beasts, then weak, pitiful Job was
certainly no threat. God asked Job, “Who then is able to stand against me?
Who has a claim against me that I must pay?” Certainly not Job. Job had no
claim or argument or position that would require any response whatsoever
from God Almighty or challenge His Lordship or holiness or justice. Again,
God concluded stating the obvious, “Everything under heaven belongs to
me.”

Job Is Moved to Repentance (42:1-6)
42:1-2. Job was convinced. His encounter with the Almighty reminded Job
that God is Lord of all. Job received far more than he bargained for when he
challenged God in chapter 23. Now he is on his face before God. When he
spoke, he confessed the obvious: “I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted.” Job finally understood that God’s purposes
are supreme.
42:3-5. Job continued his confession, saying, “Surely I spoke of things I
did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.” This confession
was directly related to the questions God brought to Job. Consider again the
“wonders” described in chapters 38–41 such as God setting the boundaries
of the oceans, creating the sun and stars, setting the paths for the thunderstorms, knowing the very moment when the deer or mountain goat calves,
giving the graceful and powerful eagle its wings, and so much more. These
miracles of life on this earth are all around each of us every day. They truly
are wonders.

42:6. Job repented. He knew God is righteous. He knew he had offended
the Divine, he had sinned against God in his own pride. Dust and ashes were
symbols of his repentance. The dust a reminder of the fact that God made
man from the dust of the earth, and to that dust man shall return. The ashes
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a sign of penitence and humiliation. They are reflections of Job’s heart. He
was truly sorry for his sins.

Focusing on the Meaning
In our sinful pride, I think we, too, challenge God’s will and ways. One thing
is for sure, God’s power and justice are never subject to our small, simple, and
sinful thinking. When we challenge God’s Word and His good heart, we only
make our situations worse. Because God loves us, He comes to us revealing
Himself in the hopes that He might call home our wayward souls. He calls us
all to believe in Him and to repent of our sins.
God revealed Himself powerfully to Job, and Job humbled himself before
God. I’m reminded of how Isaiah did the same. In Isaiah 6, God revealed Himself in a heavenly vision. Isaiah saw the Lord and responded saying, “Woe to
me…I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips…and my eyes have seen the
King, the Lord Almighty” (Isaiah 6:5). I believe that anytime anyone has a
true and genuine experience with God, he or she will respond in confession
and repentance. When a person genuinely encounters the Divine, he or she
will have an intense desire for goodness; to confess sins and seek forgiveness.
Of course, that experience is one every true believer shares. When we encounter the Lord Jesus though the pages of Scripture, or through a powerful
worship experience, or through the preaching of the Word, our hearts may be
pricked and we may respond as did Job, with hearts of repentance.
Job’s encounter with God was a clear revelation that God is Lord over all
His creation, and especially over humankind. He is powerful over the mightiest of beasts and spirits. Best of all, He is mighty to save sinful souls.
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Start by commenting on the long history of human fascination with
fantastical beasts. Note that every ancient civilization developed a mythology that included otherworldly creatures, ranging from harmless to
monstrous. Announce a short quiz on mythological beasts as a warm-up
for today’s lesson. There are several options for administering the quiz:
a) Read the descriptions aloud and call on people with raised hands to
answer; b) Project the quiz onto a wall or whiteboard for the whole class
to see the names and descriptions, and have people stand or raise their
hands to answer; c) Distribute printed sheets to the class and let people
work on it individually or in groups, then call the answers for people to
check their work. (The correct answers are 1. G; 2. F; 3. H; 4. C; 5. B; 6.
J; 7. A; 8. K; 9. D; 10. L; 11. E; 12. I.)
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in ‘Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
2. Ask participants why they think cultures through the ages have created
these kinds of supernatural creatures for their myths and legends. Note
that people didn’t stop at such things as mammal/bird/reptile hybrids
for their fictional lore. From ancient Greeks to modern cinema, storytellers have also made-up tales of humanoids endowed with super gifts
and powers.
3. Transition to Bible study by noting that the Bible passages in today’s
lesson feature amazing creatures that existed. God identified them by
name, and Job knew them as actual animals that people encountered in
his time.
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Guide Bible Study
4. Read God’s challenge to Job in Job 40:6-9. Discuss God’s meaning when
He asked Job, “Would you condemn me to justify yourself?” Ask for examples of ways people might try to “discredit” God’s justice (e.g., claiming that God’s allowing innocent children to suffer is unfair; etc.).
5. Ask people to recall any children’s object lessons they may have seen
in church or school. Have volunteers share a couple of examples. Ask
how to explain the purpose of object lessons in teaching concepts (e.g.,
someone might say an object lesson provides concrete examples that
relate or apply the concept to real life experience). Note that Jesus used
real-life situations in His parables to help people grasp spiritual parallels. In the same way, God used examples from real life to remind Job of
the wide gap between human capabilities and God’s power.
6. Divide the class into small groups of 4-6 persons (a small class may
function as one group). Provide each group with drawing materials. Assign half the groups Job 40:15-23 as a focal passage and give the other
half Job 41:1-33. Referring to their focal passages, all groups will create
drawings based on the descriptions in their assigned verses. Allow ten
minutes or so for the activity, depending on how much time is available
in the session. As groups finish, instruct them to hang their drawings
in a pre-determined location in the room and move around to look at
other displayed pictures.
7. Call people back to their seats and ask how the drawings impacted
their interpretations of these passages. Have groups discuss how the
creatures in these passages convey God’s power and authority. Direct
groups to question 3 in the Study Guide for discussion. After a few minutes, have groups discuss question 2. Invite groups to share their observations with the whole class.
8. Note that the fantastic beasts in today’s passage are not the main focus
of the lesson. Have groups read Job 42:1-6 and describe Job’s frame of
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mind in these verses. Ask them to discuss how Job arrived at that place
of understanding.

Encourage Application
9. Have groups discuss questions 4 and 5 in the Study Guide. Ask groups to
choose at least one of their observations to share with the whole class.
10. Close the session by having groups share concerns and praying together.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. If possible, find pictures of unusual animals (such as axolotl; naked mole
rat; pangolin; dumbo octopus; etc.) in books, magazines, or on Google
images; or, if possible, prepare a short YouTube video about strange or
weird animals.
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at (www.gc2press.org.)
2. Begin the session by asking participants to name and describe the most
amazing animals they have ever seen. Show the pictures or video and
ask if anyone has ever seen or heard of those animals.
3. Note that all life on earth, both animal and vegetative, large or small,
reflects the incredible creative power and design of God. Read aloud Romans 1:20. Comment that to look at Creation is to see the hand and
mind of its Creator. That is the concept that God wanted Job to understand through their exchange in today’s focal passages.

150 

Praise Him in the Storm: When Life Falls Apart

Guide Bible Study
4. Share this case study: Mr. G was a high school math teacher who hated
to be questioned by his students. When someone asked for further explanation of a formula or function, the teacher would bark, “I already
showed you that!” If a person claimed not to understand something,
he would respond, “Then let me ask you this—did you complete all the
homework I assigned?” His students were too cowed to approach him
for help, unless it was truly their very last resort.
5. Ask if anyone ever had a teacher they were afraid of like that. Note that
some students may be too afraid to challenge a teacher, but, ironically,
people don’t seem to hesitate when it comes to challenging God Most
High. Ask participants to suggest ways people have challenged God
(e.g., questioning the “fairness” of what He allows; accusing Him of not
listening or caring; etc.).
6. Read Job 40:6-9. Discuss how God responded to Job. Note that God’s
reply was firm, but not angry. Instead of “smiting” Job, God took the
time to communicate with him. Although it may have sounded harsh,
God’s discourse was a demonstration of mercy and love.
7. Comment that God decided to give Job some examples of His power.
On a white board or poster paper, write the column headings “Behemoth” and “Leviathan.” Ask for 1-2 volunteers to record attributes of
each animal listed in the Bible passages. Either read each passage aloud
or go around the group having each person read 1-2 verses.
8. Begin with Job 40:15-23. As the passage is read aloud, the recorder
will write terms like “strength, power, muscles,” “tail like a cedar tree,”
“bones like bronze,” etc. Next, read Job 41:1-33 and list terms describing the Leviathan: “strength and grace,” “double armor,” “fearsome
teeth,” etc.
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9. Looking at the two lists on the board, ask what kind of feeling the terms
build—what attitude does the writer want readers to have toward these
creatures? Discuss questions 1 and 3 in the Study Guide.
10. Read Job 42:1-6. Discuss how Job’s words reflect a change in his understanding of God.

Encourage Application
11. Discuss questions 4 and 5 in the Study Guide. Encourage participants to
share observations from their personal experiences.
12. Close the session in prayer, asking God for patience and trust in every
circumstance.

Focal Text

Background

Job 42:5-17

Philippians 4:11-14

lesson 13
Saving the
Best for Last
MAIN IDEA

Suffering can make us bitter or better—it’s our choice.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Is there anyone in my life who I am
harboring resentment toward?
TEACHING AIM

To challenge adults to learn that they
can change their attitude easier than
they can change their circumstances

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE

Lesson 13: Saving the Best for Last

153

Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
There are many interpreters who see the last chapter of Job as the epilogue
of the story. Your Bible may actually use the heading, “epilogue,” beginning
at 42:7. The purpose of an epilogue is to help make sense of the story and to
tie up any loose ends that might also be important. What we find in the epilogue to Job actually shows us at least two very important items. We find, for
example, that Job makes peace with God and with his friends and, per God’s
commands, prays for them that they might be accepted by the Lord. Secondly, we see that God restored all Job’s fortunes. Everything that Job had lost
economically, in his health and in his family are all restored to the double
portion. In fact, we see this amazing announcement in Job 42:12: “The LORD
blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first.”
Just like the first two chapters gave the reader a window into the heavens
to see the conversation between God and Satan, and thus a perspective from
which to interpret all that follows, this epilogue shows us that God was in
control through it all. It foreshadows Satan’s ultimate defeat and the believer’s salvation through Jesus Christ.

Interpreting the Scriptures
The Lord Answers Job’s Friends (42:5-7)
After Job apologized to the Lord, the Lord said He was “angry” with Job’s
friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. Let’s be sure we understand that God’s
wrath is holy and just, and always without sin. What kind of anger was it? It
would be similar to the anger you might feel if you had a dear friend who was
abused in some way by another person. If the friend you loved was suffering
because of the words or deeds of another person, you would probably feel anger toward that other person. You might act in anger trying to make that per-
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son stop their harmful behavior. We must be very careful, however, because
the anger you and I feel might be corrupted by sin and make matters worse.
That’s one reason why Ephesians 4 says, “In your anger do not sin. Do not let
the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold” (Ephesians 4:26-27). In contrast, God’s wrath is always holy and just.
Why was God angry? Because Job’s friends were not speaking God’s
truth to Job. Their understandings of Job’s sufferings were in error. Their
words made Job’s situation more difficult. Maybe we could even say that
Job’s friends, “kicked him while he was down and wounded.” Certainly, their
words intensified Job’s sufferings and led him to the wrong conclusions. I
believe their words were part of the reason we see Job challenging God in
chapter 23.

Something They All Must Do (42:8-9)
God required a sacrifice for their sins. Watch this carefully. Their participation in the sacrifice was a required act of obedience. There was something
they must do according to God’s command. Their obedience became an essential part of the whole process of repentance, forgiveness, and restoration.
Not only did the Lord command Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar to obey Him
by offering a sacrifice, the Lord also required an act of obedience from Job.
Job was commanded to pray for his friends. This command was probably difficult for Job. If Job had been wounded by the words of these friends, if they
had hurt him and offended him, then yes, praying for their forgiveness might
have been challenging.
Jesus made the same command of us in His Sermon on the Mount. He
said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun
to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” (Matthew 5:43-45). Praying for those who have hurt or offended
us can be very difficult to do, yet it is an act of obedience to God’s Word and
follows the example of God’s good heart. Job was commanded to pray for the
restoration of his friends. He did so, and God accepted his prayer.
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Does God expect that we, too, pray for those who have offended and hurt
us? Yes, He does. Jesus gave the supreme example when He prayed for those
who were at that very moment violently murdering Him! Remember what
Jesus said from the cross. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing” (Luke 23:34).
That brings us to the very good news found in verse 9. The Scripture says,
“The Lord accepted Job’s prayer.” God restored what was right and good and
intimate in His relationship with Job. In fact, this phrase can be translated,
“The Lord accepted the face of Job.” Again, the emphasis is on the beautiful, intimate, and precious expressions that relationships communicate
when they are close, when they are face to face. Think about the intimacy of
a lover’s kiss, or a mother’s love expressed as she is close, face to face with
her newborn. This is possible because of the beauty and glory of intimacy.
By contrast, when intimacy is broken, being face to face may be impossible.
When intimacy is broken, we’ll say, “Get out of my face!” Get the idea? Again,
the good news is that “God accepted Job’s face.” Intimacy is restored paving
the way for an even broader restoration.

The Great Restoration (Job 42:10-17)
42:10, 12-13. I would argue that the restoration of God’s relationship with
Job, the restoration of goodness and intimacy was the greatest gift God gave
to Job. However, in addition to the restoration of Job’s heart and to the restoration of his intimacy with God, we are told that, “…the Lord restored his
fortunes and gave him twice as much as he had before” (42:10). What that
meant exactly is further described in verses 12-13; things like sheep, camels, oxen, and donkeys numbering in the thousands. Please notice that these
numbers are, indeed, double the amount of the same animals as listed in Job,
1:3. Additionally, the Lord restored the family that Job had lost.

42:11. Job’s heart was restored to God, his fortunes were doubled, and verse
11 tells us that family and friends, “everyone who had known him (Job) before came and ate with him in his house.” This, too, is a very important detail.
In Job’s day, dining with someone was a sign of friendship and acceptance.
Dining with someone said, “You are a part of my life.” So, we see that Job’s
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human relationships were restored as well. As an even further expression
of this restoration, they brought gifts to Job, and they comforted him with
their words. To understand how great a restoration this was, consider Job’s
heart-breaking lament in 19:13-14: “He has alienated my family from me;
my acquaintances are completely estranged from me. My relatives have gone
away; my closest friends have forgotten me.” Job had come a long, long way
from that low point.

42:16-17. Now Job’s story, according to the word of God, was completed.
The Accuser had been put to shame. Job’s faith in the good and loving heart
of the Divine God had been vindicated. We are left with a beautiful picture of
Job’s faithfulness extending to the third and fourth generation. After a story
filled with so much loss and disappointment, and which expressed the fury
of the storms of life, the last thing we see was a happy man, full of years, his
lap filled with grandchildren and great-grandchildren. “So Job died, an old
man and full of years.”

Focusing on the Meaning
I think it is very important that we make a couple of connections from Job
chapter 42. One is that Job’s relationship with God was restored when Job
repented of his prideful sins. The second is that Job’s relationships with his
friends were restored when Job obeyed God’s command to pray for them. Let
us remember that everything that happens between us and God affects every
human relationship, and that everything that happens between ourselves
and other people affects our relationship with God. This connection is so
powerful and real that we find Jesus saying this in His Sermon on the Mount:
“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that
your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in
front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer
your gift” (Matthew 5:23-24). In other words, even if you are fully engaged in
a worship experience and you remember you have a bad relationship with another person, you should walk away from that altar of worship and seek to re-

Lesson 13: Saving the Best for Last

157

pair the relationship. Think about that for a moment. What if we applied that
thinking to our church worship services? How many of those services would
we have to pause or stop completely so members could, perhaps, walk across
the room to seek forgiveness from a brother or sister? Maybe all of them. It
is foolish, sinful thinking that tells us we can worship God with all our hearts
when we are harboring bitter and unforgiving attitudes toward other people
some of whom might be standing just a couple of pews away. We cannot have
peace with God if our hearts are not right with our brothers and sisters. What
God required Job to do affected his relationship with God and Job’s friends.
Finally, let us consider the relationship between obedience and restoration. Remember that we, too, were estranged from God, lost because of
our many sins. Yet God in love offered us a Savior, Jesus Christ. To receive
His good gift of forgiveness of sins and life eternal, we are called to an act of
obedience and confession. There is something we must do. Specifically, God’s
Word says, “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that
you profess your faith and are saved” (Romans 10:9-10). This act of obedience
opens the way for God’s perfect and eternal restoration of the soul. We can be
saved from our sins and receive eternal life with God. As Job was restored in
his relationship with God by an act of obedience, so can we. Glory be to God!
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Begin the session by conducting a poll on forgiveness. Based on a scale
of 1-5 (1 being least difficult and 5 being most difficult), participants
will rate the difficulty of forgiving people who commit varied offenses. Depending on circumstances, the list of offenders may be projected
onto a screen and people respond by holding up the number of fingers
of their response, or the poll may be printed on paper and distributed to
each person. Lists might include such entries as: 1) Someone hurts my
family; 2) Someone knocks a soda over onto my open laptop; 3) Someone kills my dog; 4) Someone cyber bullies my child; 5) Someone at work
falsely accuses me of harassment; 6) Someone cuts me off in traffic; 7)
Someone spills a large coffee all over the front seat of my new car; 8) a
neighbor sues me for an accident on my property that he caused; 9) a
co-worker steals and takes credit for my idea; 10) My spouse confesses
to an affair but wants to stay married; 11) A drunk driver causes an
accident that kills someone in my family; 12) An adult friend tries to
molest my daughter (lists may be made longer or shorter depending on
time available).
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
2. Follow the activity by discussing various aspects of forgiveness (a large
class may break into smaller groups for discussion). Pose questions such
as: Why is forgiveness necessary? To what degree has forgiveness occurred if the forgiver continues to rehash old offenses at later times?
What is the greatest barrier to forgiving?
3. Transition to Bible study by noting that Job had been wronged by the
so-called friends who visited him. He could easily have chosen to break
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all relationship with them. Instead, he chose reconciliation.

Guide Bible Study
4. Read Job 42:5-6. Discuss why Job felt it necessary to repent before God,
even though he appeared to be the innocent victim in the whole situation. Ask how Job’s repentance may have impacted his ability to forgive
his friends later.
5. Read Job 42:7-9. Ask why God appointed Job to a position as intercessor for his friends, rather than dealing with Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar
directly. Discuss how the act of interceding for someone affects our attitude toward that person. Note that intercession has appeared as a motif
throughout the book. Quote Job 9:32-35: “[God] is not a mere mortal
like me that I might answer him, that we might confront each other in
court. If only there were someone to mediate between us, someone to
bring us together, someone to remove God’s rod from me, so that His
terror would frighten me no more. Then I would speak up without fear
of Him, but as it now stands with me, I cannot.” Discuss the connection
between that passage, Job’s intercession for his friends, and Jesus’s intercession for us in Romans 8:34.
6. Have participants partner with 2-3 other people close by to discuss
questions 2-3 in the Study Guide.
7. Enlist volunteers to read aloud Jeremiah 31:13, Revelation 21:4, and
Matthew 19:29. Discuss how these verses convey the theme of God’s
promise of restoration after suffering or loss. Have small groups read
Job 42:10-17 and discuss how the same theme is showcased in the passage. Discuss how restoration is possible following a permanent loss,
such as the death or estrangement of a loved one.
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Encourage Application
8. Have small groups read together “Implications and Actions” in the
Study Guide and discuss ways that Christians today can demonstrate
faith, submission, forgiveness, and reconciliation in their daily lives, especially in times of adversity.
9. Close with a time of silent prayer. Encourage people to examine their
hearts and ask God to show them any unforgiveness they might be harboring toward others.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Distribute paper slips, with one of the following news headlines printed
on each, to volunteers who agree to read them aloud:
		 •	“Mom forgives the man who murdered her daughter, answers his letters from prison” (Chicago Tribune, 12/26/2017)
		 •	“The victim of hate crime teaches forgiveness, respect” (WTOP News,
3/2/2017)
		 •	“‘We would love to see his soul saved’/Murder victim’s son finds forgiveness for accused killer” (WBIR 10 News, 6/1/2021)
		 •	“Brandt Jean’s act of grace toward his brother’s killer sparks a debate
over forgiveness” (NPR KERA, 10/3/2019)
		 •	“Charleston victim’s mother tells Dylan Roof ‘I forgive you’ as he’s
sentenced to death” (ABC News, 1/11/2017)
		 •	“The man who made peace with his brother’s terrorist killers, and
other journeys of forgiveness” (The Washington Post, 3/31/2015)
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
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2. After volunteers have read their headline slips aloud, ask if anyone
knows someone who has forgiven a serious offense against them (it
doesn’t have to be a violent crime). Ask how a person might reach the
point of being willing to forgive someone who caused them great hurt.
Transition to Bible study by noting that Job did just that. Not only did
he forgive Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar for their false accusations, but
he also interceded on their behalf before God.

Guide Bible Study
3. Read Job 42:5-9. If a whiteboard is available, construct a simple timeline with these markers: 1) Job’s friends urge him to repent of sins; 2)
Job defends his innocence; 3) God confronts Job with His sovereignty;
4) Job repents of questioning God; 5) God accuses Job’s friends of sin;
6) Job’s friends repent; 7) Job intercedes for his friends before God;
8) God restores relationships (if there is no chalk or whiteboard, use a
large piece of poster paper or construct the timeline verbally).
			 (A copy of this assignment is available in “Teaching Resource Items”
for this study at www.gc2press.org.)
4. Read Matthew 6:14-15. Discuss question 4 in the Study Guide and continue discussion by describing the connections between repentance and
forgiveness in Job’s story.
5. Discuss the different kinds of restoration that become possible when
forgiveness takes place (e.g., reconciled relationships; dissolution of
guilt; renewed happiness; etc.).
6. Read Job 42:10-17. Ask participants to identify the different levels of
restoration God brought to Job’s life. Discuss how Job’s attitude toward
his blessings may have been impacted by his experience of suffering and
encounter with God. Discuss question 5 in the Study Guide.
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Encourage Application
7. Discuss the role that intercession plays in today’s church and its role
in the restoration of broken relationships. Read 1 Samuel 12:23 and 1
Timothy 2:1. Ask how Christians might work to strengthen the intercessory aspect of their prayer lives.
8. Close the session with a time of intercessory prayer. As people share a
concern, ask someone to pray aloud for that concern—one prayer at a
time.

Focal Text

Background

John 21:15-23

Matthew 26:69-75

lesson 14
The God of
Restoration
(Easter Lesson)

MAIN IDEA

Jesus wanted to restore Peter to usefulness.
QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Am I willing to glorify God with my
life?
TEACHING AIM

To lead adults to learn that when they
fail the Lord Jesus can restore them

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE

2

Praise Him in the Storm: When Life Falls Apart

Bible Comments
Understanding the Context
John 21 includes another “resurrection story.” John described what he called
the “third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the
dead” (John 21:14). What we know for sure is that the disciples, those who
knew Jesus most intimately, were certain this was, in fact, the Jesus who had
been crucified, who was dead and buried, and who was now alive again and
was appearing to them, touching them, eating with them; all the things he
did before.
Beginning at verse 15, John specifically described a conversation between Jesus and Peter. Many interpreters believe the reason we have this
story is to show that Jesus still loved Peter, that He still believed in Peter, and
that He wanted to restore Peter to a place of service for the gospel. How important a story is this? Please remember that awful night when Peter denied
his Lord three times. In one of the most important moments in Jesus’ life
and ministry, Peter failed Him miserably. The story in John 21 shows us that
nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:38),
not even a failure of such a magnitude as Peter’s denials. Through what must
have been some difficult moments for Peter, Jesus showed him true love and
mercy, bringing his wayward friend home.

Interpreting the Scriptures
Simon, Do You Love Me? (21:15-17)
21:15-16. I’ve always tried to wear Peter’s sandals here, to try and understand what it might have been like to have Jesus asking these questions of my
devotion and love for Him. Given Peter’s earlier betrayals, I think it would’ve
been exceedingly difficult for him—but also necessary. I think Peter’s heart
desperately wanted to have a part with Jesus again and this moment, painful
as it was, was the medicine Peter had to take.
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So, Jesus asked the one who had denied him, “Simon son of John, do you
love me…” Peter replied, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Please notice
that Peter’s response was, perhaps, a little bit of a dodge. When Jesus asked,
“Do you love me,” the word Jesus used for love was agapē. This is the love of
1 Corinthians 13 that “always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres [and] never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:6-8). This is the strongest
Greek term for love and describes an irrevocable choice that cannot change or
be broken. Indeed, it is the love of God from which nothing can separate us.
Jesus was asking Peter for that kind of love. Jesus was asking for the highest
commitment possible.
Peter felt fully the weight of the question and responded, interestingly,
with a different Greek term for love. The term Peter used typically described a
brotherly love or the love that might exist between good friends. It is a strong
term as well (phileo) but stops short of the power and weight of the agapē love
for which Jesus asked. A paraphrase of the verses might go something like
this: Jesus asked, “Peter, do you love me with all your heart?” Peter replied,
“Yes, Jesus, you know you’re my friend.” See the difference?

21:16. Perhaps this is why Jesus asked Peter a second time, “Do you love
me?” Maybe Jesus was pressing Peter for a little clarity. Appealing to Peter
for more than friendship, Jesus asked again, “Peter, do you love (agapē) me?”
And again, Peter, shied away from the heavier commitment, and responded
the same way, “Yes, Lord, you know you are my friend.”
21:17. Verse 17 tells us that Jesus asked Peter a third time, “Do you love me?”

Peter was hurt by the third question and maybe it was because Jesus changed
the word He used for love. Jesus didn’t use agapē for his third question, He
used phileo. Again, to paraphrase, Jesus had moved away from asking Peter
if he loved Him with all his heart, and was now asking simply, “Are you even
my friend?” Ouch. So, Peter, one last time, replied saying, “Lord you know all
things. You know that I love (phileo) you.” Certainly, Peter had to know that
Jesus was mercifully working to accommodate Peter’s hesitant heart.
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Feed My Sheep (21:15-17)
Interestingly, Jesus’ response to Peter after each of His queries was basically
the same. Jesus said, “Feed my lambs/sheep,” in verses 15 and 17, and “Take
care of my sheep,” in verse 16.
Please make this very important connection. Jesus was, indeed, asking
Peter for the highest level of love and commitment. How could Peter demonstrate his love for the Lord? How could he demonstrate that commitment?
By loving people. “Take care of my sheep” is Jesus’ way of connecting our love
for God with our love for our fellow man. Jesus made the same connection in
Matthew (25:31-46) when he said things like, “Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Again, in John’s gospel (15:9-17) we find Jesus saying, “My command is this:
Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends,” and again very straightforwardly, “This is
my command: Love each other.”
Our Lord was very clear that we demonstrate our love for God by loving
the people God made in His image. Taking care of the sheep (loving people) is
permanently interwoven with every expression of our love for God. One cannot truthfully say, “I love God,” if one does not love people. The first Epistle of
John says, “Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar.
For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen,
cannot love God, whom they have not seen” (1 John 4:20).
Remember that Jesus was restoring Peter to service and ministry in the
context of John 21. Jesus was challenging Peter with the same command
given to every Christian person. Specifically, Jesus is saying to us all, “Show
your love for me by loving the people around you.”

Peter and John’s Future (21:18-23)
21:18-20. Jesus now shifted gears and began to talk about Peter and John’s
future. With regard to Peter, Jesus seemed to indicate that he would be martyred for his faith. Phrases like “you will stretch out your hands,” and “someone else will…lead you where you do not want to go,” suggested others would
have power over Peter. Tradition holds that Peter, indeed, was killed because

Lesson 14: The God of Restoration

5

of his faith with some saying he died on an inverted cross. Jesus then called
Peter to his fate with the simple command, “Follow me.” Peter’s obedience
indicated his willingness to accept the future Jesus foretold.

21:21-23. As Jesus and Peter began to walk, John (the “disciple whom Jesus loved”) followed them. Peter was distracted and asked Jesus, “Lord, what
about him?” Jesus’ answer sparked some confusion and misunderstanding,
so much that the gospel writer, John, himself, offered comments to clarify.
Those comments (21:23) spoke to John’s fate, yes, but also included a very
important fact: Jesus is coming again. Look again at verse 22, there Jesus
clearly, almost routinely, stated, “If I want him to remain alive until I return,
what is that to you?” (emphasis added). Don’t miss it! Jesus is coming again!
Lastly, Jesus was not being dismissive of Peter’s question or feelings
when He said, “what is that to you?” Jesus was redirecting Peter. He was moving Peter’s attentions back to the important matter at hand; His challenge
for Peter to follow. Perhaps Jesus was also redirecting Peter’s thoughts and
heart. Peter had a relationship with Jesus that was unique and personal. Because of that living relationship, they had a story together. Peter needed to
focus on and know his own story with Jesus, not John’s. You and I, too, need
to know our own story with Jesus.

A Trustworthy Account of the Life of Jesus (21:24-25)
John’s gospel comes to a close with an appeal to its own trustworthiness.
We are offered two proofs of this claim. First, verse 24 tells us they are the
words of the beloved disciple himself, John. He wrote them down. They are
his personal testimony. Second, “We know that his testimony is true,” is the
affirmation of those who knew John closely, perhaps some the apostles or
other believers. It is their attestation to the fact that this is John’s account
of the life of Jesus. In today’s world, we might liken it to the notary’s crimp.
Finally, verse 25 tells us that this is a partial account. I’m sure they
thought everything Jesus said or did was worthy to be included, but there
would not be enough space in the whole world to include everything! What
we do have was carefully written down, collected, copied, and translated for
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us all under the supervision and direction of the Holy Spirit of God. We have
a gospel in which we can confidently place all our hopes, dreams, and hearts.
It is the Word of God filled with eternal life through Jesus Christ.

Focusing on the Meaning
We are all remarkably like Peter in that we are sinners who fall short of God’s
glorious expectations. We have a tendency to look at Peter’s denials and
think, “I’d never do something like that,” yet our silence and maybe outright
refusal to share the gospel as Jesus commanded (Matthew 28:19-20) is a denial in its own way. We’re pretty good at seeing the speck in our brother’s eye
while not seeing the log in our own. Again, we are all sinners.
Yet we serve a Good Lord whose fountain of forgiveness never runs dry.
Jesus always stands at the ready to forgive and to restore any repentant
heart. John 21 shows us a beautiful picture of restoration, and we know that
Peter went forward in obedience to Christ, preaching and teaching in powerful, Holy Spirit led ways. Thousands of persons believed in Jesus and were
saved because of Peter’s love and obedience to God, and his love for all the
people with whom he shared the gospel.
God still forgives and restores. He forgives sinners and brings salvation.
He forgives believers their transgressions and restores them to a place of
service. He does all this by His faithful love and through the cross of Jesus
Christ. I love how the hymn writer, William Newell, captured this idea in the
text of At Calvary. The chorus beautifully says, “Mercy there was great and
grace was free; Pardon there was multiplied to me; There my burdened soul
found liberty, At Calvary.” As Peter found forgiveness and love flowing from
the heart of Jesus, I know we all can find the same!
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Teaching Plans
DISCOVERY PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Before the session, find a recording of “Love Makes the World Go
‘Round” from the 1961 Broadway musical Carnival by Bob Merrill (e.g.,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TBYM70y9sY). If possible, play
the recording while people are entering the session.
2. Divide the class into teams. The game object is to finish the sentence, “I
love...” with reasonably common phrases (e.g., I love Rock ‘n Roll; a parade; my mom; my job; my children; baseball; to sing; etc.). As each team
gets its turn in rotation, one of its members must call out the ending
phrase within 3 seconds. If there is hesitation, the team is eliminated.
Continue play until one team outlasts the others, or until play must be
halted for the lesson to continue.
3. Discuss American preoccupation with the subject of love. Have participants suggest ways different media focus on the subject of love (e.g.,
books; magazine articles; songs; movies; etc.). Ask why love seems to be
such a popular catchphrase in American culture.
4. Transition to Bible study by noting that love features prominently in
today’s focal passage, but that Jesus used it to help Peter grow in his
understanding of God’s purpose.

Guide Bible Study
5. Call attention to the second and third paragraphs in the “Introduction”
section of the Study Guide. Instruct participants to gather into small
groups of 3-8 (small classes may function as one group). Have groups
read the two paragraphs and discuss the Greek words used for different
types of love, suggesting examples of each (e.g., Eros might be typified
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by a newlywed couple, Storge by a mother and daughter, Philautia by
someone treating herself to a massage and aroma therapy, Philia by
long-term best friends, etc.).
6. Ask groups to read John 21:15-17 and review the “How Do You Love
Me?” section in the Study Guide. Have people look for 1) the “love”
words Jesus used with Peter; 2) Peter’s response to Jesus’s questions;
3) the recurring theme of Jesus’ command to care for his “sheep.” Ask
why these three elements were essential to the lesson Jesus was trying
to teach Peter. Direct groups to consider what our response should be
to Jesus’ questions and discuss the relevance of these three elements to
the faith and practice of Christians today.
7. Have groups discuss questions 2 and 3 in the Study Guide.
8. Ask who Christ’s sheep are and how Christians today can “feed” His
sheep. Have groups read Matthew 25:34-40 and discuss how the ministries Jesus described in those verses fulfill His directive to care for His
sheep.
9. Read John 21:18-19. Discuss why Jesus thought it necessary for Peter’s
restoration to faith and service include details of his future suffering.
Have people suggest thoughts that may have filled Peter’s head in that
moment. Ask how that challenge might have influenced Peter’s resolve
to stand firm in later ministry.
10. Read John 21:20-23. Have groups discuss possible reasons this epilogue
was added to Peter’s story in this passage. Ask how these kinds of legends, superstitions, and pointless speculations can distract Christians
from more important matters of faith. Have groups read 2 Timothy
2:23 and Titus 3:9 and brainstorm some of the “foolish controversies”
and “stupid arguments” some believers spend time and energy engaging in our times (e.g., King James only vs. other translations; new earth
vs. old earth theories; end time views; prophetic interpretations; etc.).
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Encourage Application
11. Have groups discuss question 1 in the Study Guide and suggest common
sources of guilt for today’s Christians. Encourage volunteers to share
experiences of crippling guilt with their groups. Discuss how Christ’s
death and resurrection provided victory over chains of guilt.
12. Close by having groups pray together, thanking Jesus for sacrificing His
life on the cross to provide a way for our reconciliation with God and for
the renewed life and purpose that is made possible through His resurrection.

DISCUSSION PLAN
Connect With Life
1. Begin the session by asking participants to identify some of the popular themes and images that have come to be associated with Easter in
modern culture (e.g., chocolate bunnies; decorated eggs; Easter baskets;
etc.). Ask volunteers to share some of the Easter traditions their families have celebrated through the years.
2. Note that many people associate Easter and Spring with renewed life
and new beginnings. Transition to Bible study by explaining that Jesus
wanted to restore Peter to renewed faith, hope, and service.

Guide Bible Study
3. Enlist one or more volunteers to read aloud 1 John 2:3-6, 4:7-12, and
15-19. Note that John wrote these words many years after the account
featured in today’s focal passage. Ask participants to watch carefully
as we progress through today’s lesson for things Jesus said and did to
reveal these spiritual truths to both Peter and to John (who may have
been eavesdropping on Christ’s conversation with Peter or heard about
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it from Peter later). Note that John had a strong understanding of God’s
purpose and intention of that meeting, since he wrote both accounts.
4. Enlist two volunteers to role-play the encounter between Jesus and Peter in John 21:15-17 (volunteers may stay seated in their chairs and
speak only or stand to read or act in front of the class). Following the
role-play, allow class members to question “Peter” about his thoughts
and feelings during the exchange with Jesus.
5. Explain the significance of the different terms used by Jesus and Peter
during their exchange (agapas me, philo se, phileis me) and of Christ’s
command to “Feed my lambs,” “Take care of my sheep,” and “Feed my
sheep.” Note how Jesus linked love with ministry and ministry to obedience. Recall John’s declaration in 1 John 2:5. This is a restatement
of Christ’s words in John 14:15 and 21: “If you love me, keep my commands…Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who
loves me.”
6. Ask how the shame Peter carried from his denial of Christ (John 18:1517, 25-27) became a stumbling block to love. Jesus needed to help Peter
refocus on obedience and service so he could shed the heavy burden of
unresolved guilt.
7. Read John 21:18-19. Ask what Jesus meant when He said, “Follow me.”
Discuss aspects of the command that linked it to feeding His sheep,
to the quality of love that would enable Peter to discard every concern
except obedience, and to the extent to which that obedience would cost
him everything. Ask how Peter’s response to Christ’s call to follow Him
could help heal Peter’s wounded spirit and renew his faith.
8. Read John 21:20-23 and discuss Peter’s curiosity about Christ’s call to
other disciples. Ask participants to suggest reasons Peter tried to point
Jesus’s focus elsewhere (e.g., talk of suffering made him nervous; he
was jealous at the thought that someone else might have it easier; etc.).
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Encourage Application
9. Ask why rumors started spreading about John. Discuss people’s tendency to sensationalize people’s comments and choices. Have participants
suggest factors in today’s world that promote rumors, half-truths, and
falsehoods (e.g., social media; tabloids; etc.).
10. Close with prayer, asking God to increase love for Him and for others and
to restore commitment to faith and obedience.
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Prayer for this Study

Overcomer
“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39, ESV).
Father,
Lord, I come into Your presence with praise and adoration. Lord, You are from everlasting to everlasting. You are the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. You, oh God, are the creator of the
heavens and the earth and all they contain. I humbly bow at Your feet and worship You.
When I walk through difficult days, dark seasons of life, You, oh God, are with me, never leaving me or
forsaking me. You are my refuge and strength and my help in times of trouble. Father, You are a compassionate God, who loves me and cares for me in a very real and personal way. You are my Abba Father.
Lord, help me to take my focus off my fears, hurts, and my circumstances and to fix my eyes on Jesus
my Savior. Lord nothing happens to me that You are not aware of, that You do not allow, even things
I do not understand, things that do not make sense, things that hurt deep within my heart and soul.
Lord, I kneel in prayer and press into You today and I cling to You my God and my Savior. You, oh God,
are my everlasting rock and I trust You forever. I give You my tears of sorrow, my hurts, my anxiety,
and trust that You know what is best for me, You have a plan for me. Through Jesus I can overcome the
most difficult circumstances and find joy in Your presence.
Lord, I read in the book of Job, how he faced a real enemy. Satan was trying to cause him to stumble,
to give in to temptation, to curse Your holy name. Even his wife encouraged him to sin, and his friends
became his accusers. Lord, I know that I face a real enemy each day, who wants to deceive me by his lies
and deceptions. Even though I cannot see the enemy, I know he is real and looking for opportunities
to cause me to doubt You, to stumble in my faith and to yield to temptation. First Peter 5:8 says, “Be
sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”
Lord, Job suffered in silence and was in deep pain and despair and although the circumstances in Job’s
life caused him deep discouragement, he remained faithful to You with a posture of humility and a
heart of worship. Job completely rested in Your sovereignty and trusted You, Lord. Lord, my prayer is
that I can be unmovable and steadfast in my faith, trusting in Your sovereignty and wisdom.
Lord, just as Job’s faith was tested, You test me and You refine me, You teach me and make me more
like Jesus. Lord, search my heart and reveal any practice or attitude that I need to demolish to grow in
maturity in my faith.
Lord, I am grateful that my name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. You have forgiven me of my
iniquities and have redeemed me through the blood of Jesus my Savior. You, oh Lord, have prepared
a home for me to live with You eternally. A place where there will be no more tears, no more sorrow,
no more death, no more pain, and no more night; a place where I will reign with You forever and ever.
Come, Lord Jesus!
In the strong name of Jesus,
Amen
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