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How to Make the Best
Use of This Issue

Whether you’re the teacher or a student—
1. Start early in the week before your class meets.
2. Overview the study. Review the table of contents and read the study
introduction. Try to see how each lesson relates to the overall study.
3. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture passages for the lesson. (You’ll see that each writer has chosen a favorite
translation for the lessons in this issue. You’re free to use the Bible
translation you prefer and compare it with the translation chosen for
that unit, of course.)
4. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the
writer’s comments. The comments are intended to be an aid to your
study of the Bible.
5. Read the small articles—“sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended
to provide additional, enrichment information and inspiration and to
encourage thought and application.
6. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each lesson.
They’re intended to encourage further thought and application, and
they can also be used in the class session itself.
If you’re the teacher—
Do all the things just mentioned, of course. As you begin the study with your
class, be sure to find a way to help your class know the date on which each
lesson will be studied. Here are some suggestions to guide your lesson preparation:
3
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A. In the first session of the study, briefly overview the study by identifying for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied.
Lead your class to write the date in the table of contents on pages 8-9
and on the first page of each lesson.
•	Make and post a chart that indicates the date each lesson will be
studied.
•	If all your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the
lessons will be studied.
•	Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include
information about your church and then use the bookmark as an
outreach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from
www.gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” menu.
•	Develop a sticker with the lesson dates and place it on the table of
contents or on the back cover.
B. Get a copy of the Teaching Guide, a companion piece to this Study
Guide. The Teaching Guide contains additional Bible comments plus
two teaching plans. The teaching plans in the Teaching Guide are
intended to provide practical, easy-to-use teaching suggestions that
will work in your class.
C. After you’ve studied the Bible passage, the lesson comments, and
other material, use the teaching suggestions in the Teaching Guide
to help you develop your plan for leading your class in studying each
lesson.
D. Teaching resource items for use as handouts are available free at www.
gc2press.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab.
E. Additional Bible study comments on the lessons are available online.
Call 1-866-249-1799 or e-mail gc2press@texasbaptists.org to order the
Premium Commentary. It is available only in electronic format (PDF)
from our website, www.gc2press.org. The price of these comments for
the entire study is $8 per person. A church or class that participates in
our advance order program for free shipping can receive the Premium
Commentary free. Call 1-866-249-1799 or see www.gc2press.org to
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purchase or for information on participating in our free shipping program for the next study.
F. Additional teaching plans are also available in electronic format (PDF)
by calling 1-866-249-1799. The price of these additional teaching
plans for the entire study is $8 per person. A church or class that participates in our advance order program for free shipping can receive
the Premium Teaching Plans free. Call 1-866-249-1799 or see www.
gc2press.org for information on participating in our free shipping
program for the next study.
G. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture
passages and in applying these passages to their lives.
H. You can receive the lesson preview each week by signing up for the
Baptist Standard weekly newsletter at no cost.
Sign up here. (www.baptiststandard.com/subscription/email).

Do you use a Kindle?
This Connect 360 Bible Study Guide, along with several other studies, is
available in a Kindle edition. The easiest way to find these materials is
to search for “GC2 Press” or “BaptistWay” on your Kindle or go to www.
amazon.com/kindle and do a search for “GC2 Press” or “Baptistway.” The
Kindle edition can be studied not only on a Kindle but also on your smartphone or tablet using the Kindle app available free from amazon.com/
kindle.
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Introducing GC2 Press

BaptistWay Press has now become GC2 Press. The name change reflects
the alignment with our state convention’s (BGCT) recently updated mission
statement. GC2 is a movement of God’s people to share Christ and show love.
Our driving passion is to follow the Lord’s call to fulfill the Great Commission
“to share Christ” and the Great Commandment “to show love.” The Great
Commission and the Great Commandment form the two “GCs,” or GC2.
GC2 Press will continue to publish the undated CONNECT 360 quarterly Bible study curriculum. Connect 360 has gained a reputation for solid biblical teaching and will continue to be published as an undated quarterly study
available in book form and/or digital downloads. Connect 360 is currently
being distributed in 38 states and 16 countries and has been translated into
seven different languages.
For more information, please go to our website at www.gc2press.org.
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The Making of
Authentic Faith
Wisdom That Works
A STUDY OF JAMES

Background
The letters of the New Testament broadly speaking fall into two major categories—Paul’s letters and the General Letters. In our Bibles, Paul’s letters are
all named by the recipients (e.g., Romans was written to the church in Rome)
whereas the General Letters are named by the authors (e.g., 1 Peter is Peter’s
first letter). Put differently, Paul’s letters are addresses to specific churches
or pastors (Timothy and Titus) while the General Letters are addressed to
Christians in general and not to a particular group in a specific location.
The Letter of James, then, is written by an author by that name. The only
information the letter itself gives us about him is that he was a servant of
God and of the Lord Jesus Christ (James 1:1). Furthermore, whereas Paul often scatters various shorter or longer autobiographical sketches in his letters,
the letter from James does not offer similar help.
Ancient witnesses have consistently claimed Jesus’ brother James as the
author of this letter. James was not an apostle. He was not a believer in Jesus
during Jesus’ earthly ministry (John 7:50), but likely came to faith when Jesus showed himself to him after the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:7). Acts
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1:14 tells us that James joined the other disciples in prayer in the upper room
and was there when the Spirit came with power and tongues of fire. James
quickly became one of the trusted leaders in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; 15:13,
18), one Paul considers a “pillar” of the faith alongside Peter and John (Galatians 1:19; 2:9, 12).
Dr. Preben Vang
Professor of Christian Scriptures (NT)
George W. Truett Theological Seminary
Baylor University

The Book of James in Our Day
When difficulties come your way, how do you react? How do you respond?
When things are going well, is faith just an option for you? How about
when things are falling apart? Is faith still just an option, or an absolute necessity?
People who are not Christians have a tough time understanding how God
can give strength to navigate the difficult times and turn them into a period
when faith grows. God gives us trials. And trials produce faith. And faith that
cannot be tested, cannot be trusted.
James, the half-brother of Jesus, grew up in the same household as his
older brother. He was the pastor of the church at Jerusalem, the head elder,
when he wrote this book. And he writes absolute spiritual truth which is just
as relevant today as it was when he wrote it 2000 years ago.
Are you praying for wisdom that works in the making of your authentic faith?

Introducting The Conquerors: Heroes of the Faith
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Additional Resources for Studying the Book of James1
Barclay, William. The Letters of James and Peter. (New Daily Study Bible). Louisville, KY: WJK Press, 1976.
Jeremiah, David. James. The Relationship Between Faith and Works. (Jeremiah
Bible Study Series). Nashville, TN: HarperChristian Resources, 2021.
Lucado, Max. Life Lessons from James: Practical Wisdom. Nashville, TN: HarperChristian Resources, 2018.
MacArthur, John. James. The MacArthur New Testament Commentary. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1988.
McGee, J. Vernon. James. The Epistles. Thru the Bible Commentary Series. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishing, 1955.
Moore, Beth. James – Bible Study Book: Mercy Triumphs. Nashville, TN: LifeWay Press, 2011.
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Nystrom, David P. James. The NIV Application Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan Academic, 1997.
Swindoll, Charles R. Insights on James, 1 & 2 Peter (Swindoll’s Living Insights
New Testament Commentary). Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2014.
Wiersbe, Warren W. James: Growing Up in Christ. (The Wiersbe Bible Study Series). Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2007.
Wright, N.T. James. 9 Studies for Individuals and Groups. (N.T. Wright for Everyone Bible Study Guides). Downers Grove, IL: IVP Connect, 2012.

NOTES
1 Listing a book does not imply full agreement by the writers or GC2 Press with all its comments.

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

James 1:1-12

Romans 5:1-5

lesson 1
Learning to
Endure
MAIN IDEA
God will give Christians the strength to
take difficult times and turn them into
times when faith grows.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Can God use me even though I have been
through some tough times?

STUDY AIM
To understand that trials increase your
faith

QUICK READ

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE

Knowledge is the ability to take something apart; wisdom is the ability to put
things together.
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Introduction
Benjamin Franklin once said that in life, only two things are certain: death
and taxes. Added to that, or perhaps even expanding on that, it seems fair to
say that difficult experiences are simply a part of life. Put differently, trials
are a natural part of the human experience. No matter how happy or easy a
person’s life may appear, the fact is that everyone is promised to go through
difficult times. Once sin entered into the world in Genesis 3, no human has
eluded the pain and sorrow that it brought with it.
Until we all get to Heaven, pain and trials are a part of life. That is the
bad news. The good news is that God, who is all-knowing and all-loving, is
able to take even the worst of difficulties and trials and transform them into
something meaningful, powerful, and even good. What merciful hope (Romans 5:1-5).
James 1 teaches that when Christians encounter difficult times, God will
give strength not only to endure but also to take the difficulty and turn it
into a season of growth and spiritual renewal. This means no Christian needs
to question if God can use them if they have gone through tough times. For
Christians, trials are opportunities to increase faith, which comes with eternal rewards that cannot waste away.
The experience of learning to live through trials and allowing it to mature
and grow faith demonstrates wisdom given by God. Wisdom from God understands how to put things together. A smart person can understand the details of a circumstance. A wise person can take those details and understand
what they mean in the context of God’s plan.

James 1:1-12
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve
tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings.
2
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials
of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces
perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you
should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will
1
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be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by
the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the
Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.
9
Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the rich should take pride in their humiliation—since they will
pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun rises with scorching heat and
withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same
way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their business.
12
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood
the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

A Servant Leader (1:1)
No one can accuse James of drawing out the introduction to his letter. While
sometimes other books of the Bible have long and formal introductions,
James began his letter quickly and clearly. He could have listed his credentials as a significant religious leader of the time but instead chose to identify
as a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ. This example of biblical
leadership stands in stark contrast to the modern notion of a “strong leader.” The wisdom of the world perceives a strong leader as generally unfeeling,
cold, and perhaps demeaning. Just a brief consideration of the dog-eat-dog
culture of corporate leadership highlights how different biblical leadership
operates. Servant leadership prioritizes people over self-ego. James was following the ultimate example of Jesus Christ, who came not to be served but
to serve others (Matthew 20:28).
A servant leader, James’ heart was first and foremost to serve God and
serve his brothers and sisters scattered all over. Some translations may use
the term diaspora while others prefer scattered, but the point is the same—
this is a message of encouragement and hope to fellow Jewish Christians of a
vast geographical area. In other words, this is the beginning of a conversation
between family. While James was in Jerusalem, his heart was burdened to
encourage his brothers and sisters spread out across the entire known world.
They were separated, but James felt connected and united to them.
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While this letter was written for the Jews of a particular time and place,
as part of Holy Scripture, it is also for all Christians who are members of
God’s family. Ephesians 2:19 teaches that all who are reconciled in Jesus
Christ are no longer strangers but a part of the family of God. Thus, all Christians should take heart and courage with James’ message that learning to
endure trials and difficulties will have eternal reward and be transformed to
give purpose and meaning to their pain. This is a message of hope for all who
are a part of God’s family.

Purpose in the Pain (1:2-8)
James moved directly from the introduction to laying out the key themes of
his message to his brothers and sisters. First, he addressed the issue of trials.
He exhorted believers to consider it pure joy when they encountered various
trials. The same word used “to face” in James 1 is the same word Jesus used
in Luke 10:33, when he described the good Samaritan who encountered the
man who “fell among” robbers on the road. These were not trials that were
voluntarily entered into for some faith-strengthening exercise. Rather, the
language of James indicated that the very nature of these trials was unexpected and undesired. Still, we are exhorted to find joy even in the middle of
genuinely difficult circumstances.
In context, this may seem odd. How can life’s most difficult experiences
be sources of undiluted joy? That is answered in the following verses: trials
can be used as an opportunity for growth and transformation. The perseverance that culminates in enduring trials is the seed, and from it grows maturity and completeness in the life of the believer. This idea of perfection
needs to be carefully understood. A mature and complete person does not
mean they are faultless or achieved sinlessness on earth. Rather, it should be
understood as a person whose character is wholly shaped by God’s truth and
reflects His righteous nature. A mature person is stable, not double-minded.
Of singular focus and footing, they are able to rightly orient to withstand the
difficulties of life.
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What does it mean to be complete?
Various translations differ on how to translate the idea of being a “complete”
believer. In Greek, the word used is teleios, which is sometimes rendered as
“perfect.” This word is a major theme in the book of James and used 5 times
throughout the letter. No other New Testament book uses this word as often
as James. It is not describing a state of moral perfection but rather completeness of character. A complete character produces the fruit of God’s Holy Spirit
and expresses the good works prescribed in God’s Word. It is the seamless
coherence of the faith and works James described throughout the letter. God
does not require perfection from us but rather wholeness.

This perspective does not come naturally to believers but is grown
through wisdom that comes directly from God. The wisdom of God allows
Christians to understand God’s plan and live accordingly. God’s wisdom is
therefore not the same as human knowledge. This is not to say that knowledge is a bad thing, but it is important to understand the difference between
the two. Knowledge is the ability to comprehend and understand something.
Wisdom is the ability to apply insight to knowledge. Wisdom from God is
not possessing facts; it is achieving the best possible end in light of the facts.
Proverbs teaches that there is a way that seems right to a person (Proverbs
14:12), but God’s wisdom teaches us to order things differently than selfish
human desires would. God gives wisdom generously to His children.
God grants His wisdom generously to all who ask in faith. A person who
asks in doubt is unstable and double-minded. In one breath, they may pray
for God’s wisdom, and the next denounce the very thing asked for. This is not
a condescension of intellectual doubts, but more a reflection of spiritual stability. Throughout the book of Psalms, we read the Psalmist voice doubt and
despair. Yet, there is a continuing theme of spiritual resolve to cling to the
known character of God. God is faithful, and the believer must cling to God’s
character with resolve and trust as they ask for wisdom. A person who prays
in doubt will not be blessed by God.
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When praying for wisdom during trials:
Pray with confidence that God hears and cares about your struggles.
Pray with humility, recognizing your dependency upon God for all things.
Pray for opportunities to learn wisdom.
Pray in faith and not doubt that God will grant wisdom to all who ask.
Pray that God keeps you firmly planted with His Word as your anchor.

The mature believer learns to count trials as pure joy because they are
able to rightly understand and orient life’s difficulties in light of who God
is (using wisdom from God). They understand that joy and sorrow are not
mutually exclusive concepts. James does not suggest that the trials will be
transformed into enjoyable experiences, but rather, it is possible to experience pure joy in the midst of the trial because there is a purpose and greater
good simultaneously occurring during the trial. This does not subsequently
remove the difficulty but gives a much deeper and richer meaning that makes
pure joy possible.

Eyes on the Prize (1:9-12)
Perspective is everything. Life situations and circumstances will range as
far and wide as humanity itself. However, in Christ, we are united in vision
and purpose with one another in a special way. The singular focus that God
provides His children unites them in identity, understanding, and purpose.
James was not suggesting there is anything innately wrong or sinful about
being a poor or rich Christian. However, throughout both the Old and New
Testaments, believers are reminded of riches’ temporal nature. Riches fade,
but God is eternal and the ultimate provider and sustainer of all. Thus, both
rich and poor believers must rely on wisdom granted from God to reflect on
what is ultimately important and what will one day fade away. Believers in all
circumstances need to keep their eyes on the (eternal) prize. For the poor, do
not despair but take pride in the spiritual wealth of the crown of life that the
Lord has promised to those who love Him. For the wealthy, walk keenly aware
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of the fragility and temporal nature of riches. Do not take pride in wealth but
walk in humility, knowing how quickly riches fade.
In the wisdom of God, whatever your life situation may be, aim to persevere through the inevitable trials that will come.
The eternal treasures of God are of immeasurably more wealth and value
than temporal riches. The one that perseveres through the trials of life will
be rewarded with the crown of life. Persevering through momentary afflictions will gain eternal treasures. The wisdom of the world would tell the poor
to lament in their poverty and the rich to celebrate in their comfort. It is a
farse that leads to incorrect priorities and feigned joy. God’s wisdom allows
believers to see life in sharp focus: true joy comes as believers focus on God’s
priorities, which allows them to persevere through. Rich or poor, believers
are to keep their eyes focused on the eternal reward.

Implications and Actions
Trials and difficulties are a natural part of life. However, with God’s help
through His wisdom, Christians are able to experience pure joy even in the
middle of the most difficult circumstances. God generously gives His wisdom
to all who ask in full confidence in His character and faithfulness. Christians
who persevere through the struggles of this life will be rewarded with the
eternal treasure of the crown of life. No situation or circumstance is beyond
God’s transformative power to be a cause of joy, even in the midst of pain.
This promise is a source of joy and hope for all who call upon the name of the
Lord.

Questions
1. Has there been a time in your own life where you were able to experience joy in the middle of a difficult trial? How did you see God
provide during that time?
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2. Considering these verses, how would you encourage a Christian who
is currently experiencing a difficult situation?

3. What are key differences between human knowledge and heavenly
wisdom?

4. What does James say is the reward for persevering through trials?

5. How should a Christian pray for wisdom according to James 1?

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

James 1:13-18

Hebrews 4:12-16

lesson 2
Overcoming
Temptation
MAIN IDEA
Testing is what God does to build us up.
Tempting is what Satan does to tear us
down.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Does Satan always make temptation attractive to me?

STUDY AIM
To understand that every time you are
tempted, you can be sure that Jesus faced
the same temptation

QUICK READ
BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE

You cannot keep sinful tempting thoughts
from running through your mind, but you
can keep them from making a home within you.
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Introduction
“Why did this happen?”—A common question heard after particularly gruesome events. There is a common reflex in human nature that seeks to explain
difficult situations by attributing the event as an act of God. In ancient literature, there are scores of examples of “the gods” being blamed or held responsible for the evils of the world to the chagrin of the mighty Zeus.
In real life, humans constantly look outward for someone or something
to blame. The book of Proverbs picks up on this tendency when it says, “A
person’s own folly leads to their ruin, yet their heart rages against the Lord”
(Proverbs 19:3).
In this passage, James is drawing a clear line in the sand. While various
trials and circumstances can lead to the strengthening of our faith, no one
should blame God for being tempted by evil or attributed for evil deeds. It is
fallen human nature and fleshly desires that entice us toward sin.
God cannot tempt toward sin because He is pure goodness and truth.
Temptation to sin is so totally against who He is, James said to think otherwise is to be deceived. While James 1:2-4 affirms that trials are opportunities for faith transformation and growth, 1:13-18 highlights the difference
between a temptation to sin and testing for transformation. One is the work
of Satan; one is the work of God. Testing is what God does to build us up.
Tempting is what Satan does to tear us down.

James 1:13-18
When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person
is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when
it is full-grown, gives birth to death.
16
Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us
birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all
he created.
13
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God Cannot Temp Toward Evil (1:13)
It is important to distinguish between trials and temptations and God’s role
between the two. The Old Testament does give examples of God “testing”
individuals. God tested Abraham (Genesis 22:1), the Israelites in the wilderness (Deuteronomy 8:2), and again the Israelites in the days of the Judges
(Judges 2:22), to name a few instances. However, God’s testing of His people
should not be confused with leading believers toward temptation to sin. God
allows testing to build up and strengthen His children.
God’s testing is motivated by His love and His desire for the betterment
and good of His people. Because of His love for us, He desires our emotional
and spiritual development. The trials and difficulties of life result from sin in
the world. Still, God is powerful enough to transform the effects of the fall
and use them for a greater, more significant purpose. God’s work in His children’s lives always helps heal the harmful effects of sin in the world, never to
lead them closer to sin.
God cannot be tempted by evil because of His nature. He is wholly good,
but a better way to describe it is that God is original goodness. In other
words, God is not good because He is like something else; all good things are
good because they are like God. Something is good because it is like God, not
the other way around.
God’s goodness does not change. Theologians like to use the phrase “immutable,” but to put it plainly, it simply means that God’s goodness is the
same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. God is good, and He does not change,
so He will never become “more good” or grow in His goodness. Unlike fine
cheese and some humans, God does not improve with age. He always has and
always will be perfectly good.
God’s goodness is exactly why He cannot be blamed for temptation toward sin. Because He is purely good, evil is of no appeal to Him. While the
most righteous human may still be ultimately lured by an evil desire, God
simply cannot be tempted by evil. Because God cannot be tempted by evil,
there is no part of His nature or character that would desire evil to be a part
of the human experience. Satan desires for Christians to experience evil to
tear them down. God will never do that. God allows testing to build up believers.
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Facing Temptation
Satan is painfully good at knowing exactly how to make temptation look as
attractive as possible. He knows your biggest weakness and will use that to his
advantage. He thrives in secrecy and deceit. When fighting temptation from
Satan, God’s truth and light are your best weapons. Sometimes even exposing
some light on the temptation is enough to have victory over it.

The Source of Evil Temptation (1:14-15)
No test or temptation which leads to sin can be of God. Sinful temptation is
the work of evil to make God’s people fall. James makes it plainly clear that
no one who experiences such temptation can blame God for their situation.
But if God is not to blame for temptation toward sin, then who is? Scripture
reveals two answers to this question. First, Satan tempts humanity toward
sin and destruction. Satan is referred to as the tempter in New Testament
(Matthew 4:3, 1 Thessalonians 3:5). To be sure, Satan has a vested interest in
tearing down the faith and growth of God’s children.
However, James made it clear that Satan is not solely to blame for temptation to sin. As much as our fallen nature loves to excuse sin by proclaiming,
“the devil made me do it!” the truth is this sinful bend lies within human nature itself. James is quite clear on this fact: that each person is dragged away
by their own evil desire. Once the evil desire takes root in the heart, it crosses
the line from temptation to sin. While Godly perseverance leads to maturity
and completion, sinful indulgence leads to death. It is no wonder that the
prophet Jeremiah proclaimed the heart of a person deceitful when he said,
“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand
it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).
Jesus also reiterated the fallenness of the human condition when He
stated, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual
immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.” (Matthew 15:19).
While the heart of a person is the source of evil desires, all is not lost.
Temptation becomes sinful when it blossoms into evil desire. However, to be
tempted is not a sin. Mercifully, God is with us in the midst of our tempta-
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tions and provides the rescue we need. Paul encourages believers to remember that “No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can
endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). God does not lead us to evil temptation, but
He does provide a way out so we can endure the trial of temptation for our
betterment and growth.
It is reassuring to remember that even Jesus Christ experienced temptations but was able to be victorious over temptation and did not give in to
evil desire. Hebrews 4:15 explains, “For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.” As fully human,
Jesus Christ experienced the full range of emotions and temptations that
are common to all. Yet unique among all of humanity, Christ overcame every
time and lived a perfect life. This is quite impressive compared to how often
we encounter temptation and give in to our fleshly desires.
Like Jesus, we cannot keep tempting thoughts from running through our
minds, but we can keep them from making a home within us. We cannot get
away from the reality that temptation to sin is a part of human life, but we
do not have to give in to temptations. God promises to provide a way out of
temptation. The way out of temptation may not be easy: in fact, it may be
quite difficult. It may require physical action along with severe spiritual and
mental determination and focus. However, at the end of the day, there is always an option not to sin. God will provide a way out.

The Father of Heavenly Lights (1:16-18)
It is one thing not to believe in God or human frailty as the source of evil
desires. Indeed, unbelief is an issue that is dealt with not only in the book
of James but throughout the Scriptures. But James also issued a different
warning; do not be deceived. It is one thing not to believe, but it is also dangerous to have belief and be deceived in your belief. Just as James began his
letter encouraging his brothers and sisters to “consider it pure joy,” here he
offered a strongly worded but sincere warning to them: do not be deceived
and blame God for any role in the temptation to sin. God has no participation

28

THE MAKING OF AUTHENTIC FAITH: A STUDY OF JAMES

in evildoing. Any believer who blames God for giving into temptation or evil
work has been deceived.
When left to our own thoughts and wonderings, we are susceptible to
deception. Deception often leads to perverting or misunderstanding God’s
nature. James encouraged all believers to be abundantly clear and not deceived on the nature of who God is.
First, God is the source of every good and perfect gift. God is the source
of all goodness, and all good things come from Him. God is the source of the
deliverance from temptation. He is redeemer from evil. He is the one who
restores what sin tried to kill and destroy. He is the source of joy and comfort
for those in trials. God is the source of all good, and His work never leads to
evil or sinful temptation. His gifts always lead to good things for His children.
Because He is the source of all good things, He is appropriately titled as
the Father of heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. As
Father of light, there is no darkness in Him. He does not change in His steadfast love. His character is the same for all time. He is true and trustworthy.
God’s rule over all things is constant and constantly good. God’s character
stands in total distinction to the dark and unsteady nature of evil human
desires and our fleshly nature. Where human nature drags toward sin and
darkness, God’s nature is unchanging and always true.

Father of Lights
When ancient astronomers studied the night sky, they would use the phrases
like “moving shadows” when describing irregularities in the nightly heavens.
Moving shadows were false lights, perhaps momentarily looking like fixtures
of the night sky just to move later. When James described God as the Father
of Light who does not change, there is a direct and clear implication that God
is sovereign even over the stars of the sky. Unlike the shifting heavenly bodies,
He does not change. He is the creator of and sustainer of light—Lord of all:
faithful and unchanging.

While evil desire gives birth to death, God chose to give life through
truth. His perfect gift of new life in Him. Death comes from sin; life comes
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from God. The word of truth through which we are born is the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Through the truth of the gospel, God gives new life to all who believe.

Implications and Actions
God is the source of all good things. He cannot be blamed for fallen, sinful desires, which ultimately lead to death and destruction. As fully human,
Jesus Christ understood temptation and experienced the full range of temptations that are common to humanity but did not sin. To be tempted is not
a sin, and God will always provide a way out of any temptation that we face.
God allows testing to build us up and is the provider of our spiritual salvation. He is good and can only provide good things for His children.

Questions
1. Where does temptation come from?

2. Why can God not be tempted by evil?

3. Was there a time in your life where you were tempted, but God provided a way out?

4. Was there a time when you experienced Satan trying to tear you
down, but God used it as an opportunity to build you up?
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Introduction
The old saying goes, “if at first, you don’t succeed, try, try again.” This is fitting for many situations but none perhaps as fitting as the Christian life.
The life of the Christian is a constant tug-of-war between our fallen human
desires and our spiritual growth to be transformed toward the person God
calls us to be (Romans 12:2). One key mark of spiritual maturity and growth
is self-control. The ability to control our tongue, behavior, and temper is especially key to Christian maturity and growth. In order to achieve victory in
the Christian life, you have to learn how to control your temper. Learning to
stop, to listen, and then respond is how Christians grow in maturity. These
skills are marks of a teachable spirit and open the door for God-honoring
dialogue and learning. An unchecked and uncontrolled temper prevents you
from truly receiving the messages of God’s Word. To truly grow in the Christian life, you must listen to the Word and honor the Word humbly.

James 1:19-27
My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human
anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. 21 Therefore,
get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept
the word planted in you, which can save you.
22
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what
it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is
like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever
looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in
it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed
in what they do.
26
Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight
rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to
look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from
being polluted by the world.
19
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Receiving God’s Word (1:19-21)
There is an old Irish saying that goes, “God gave us two ears and one mouth,
so we ought to listen twice as much as we speak.” Ouch. Sad, but also true.
Since the beginning of time, humans have struggled with being slow to
listen and quick to respond. In the Garden of Eden, when confronted by God
about disobeying His command, Adam immediately blamed the woman because she brought the fruit to him. She immediately turned to blame the serpent because he tempted her (Genesis 3). In general, human nature stumbles
with being too quick to get angry and not listening well.
Throughout his letter, James took time to address his readers to make
sure they knew he was talking directly to them as “dear brothers and sisters.”
Here, we see this familiar phrase once again with an added emphasis this
time. Before his admonition, he emphasized, “take note of this.” It seems
James knew that what he was about to tell us is not going to be easy but very
important. What is it that we need to pay special attention to note? He made
three points: (1) be quick to listen, (2) slow to speak, and (3) slow to become
angry. It is noteworthy that quick to listen is listed first. It is the hardest and
most important skill. Being slow to speak and slow to anger are dependent
on the ability to listen well. A person who listens well demonstrates self-control over their tongue and temper. When you listen well to others, you communicate Christian love as you treat your neighbor as you would want to be
treated (Matthew 7:12). Listening well communicates to the speaker, “I care
about what you are talking about.” The foundation to good communication is
the mutual commitment to making sure every side is heard. This slow, intentional effort to listen quenches hasty responses and ungodly anger.
Being slow to speak does not mean total silence. Truthfully, there are
times when Christians need to speak the truth of God’s Word with boldness
and clarity. However, we must also be wise. A slow and thoughtful response
helps prevent wrathful emotions from surfacing, even in the middle of disagreements. Have you ever told someone, “it’s not what you said, it’s how you
said it?” How we communicate and how we say things matters just as much
as what we say when we speak. Being quick to listen and slow to speak when
it is time to speak helps keep sinful emotions in check.
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In the same way, being slow to anger does not mean never being angry.
In Ephesians, Paul exhorted, “In your anger do not sin” (Ephesians 4:26).
To be angry is not a sin, but anger quickly and often leads to sin when it is
not bridled. Controlling your temper is essential if you are to grow in your
Christian walk. Only a controlled tempter (or being slow to anger) is able to
recognize the difference between the righteous anger of God against sin and
human anger that does not produce the righteousness that God desires. To
live in control of your anger by being quick to listen and slow to speak is to go
beyond just hearing the Word of the Lord to obeying His Word.

Controlling Your Temper
When you feel your temper rising and feel the pull toward anger and harsh
words, try different ways to calm down.
1. Give yourself physical space. Physical movement can help to calm the
mind and body when you feel your temper rising.
2. Take deep breaths. When a person is angry, they can take quick and
shallow breaths. Slowing down and taking deep and intentional breaths
can help calm down and provide needed clarity.
3. Stop and pray for whatever and whoever is making you angry. It is much
more difficult to lose your temper at someone when you are praying for
them. Praying for them helps orient your perspective and helps calm
down from a rising temperature.

The righteousness of God calls us to follow His commands. An uncontrolled tongue and temper lead to sin and destruction. Therefore, James ends
with three points to ponder. First, we must commit to rid ourselves of all
moral filth and evil. These things will only lead to our death and ruin, which
is in total opposition to the life God wants for His children. Second, not only
are we to put off moral filth and evil, but we are to humbly accept the Word
(the Gospel) that is planted in us. Are you teachable? Are you able to accept
with humility the truth of God’s Word and allow it to transform your heart?
If so, the third point is if we are willing to put away evil and humbly accept
God’s Word, it is able to save. God’s Word is powerful and transformational.
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Humbly accepting God’s Word stands in distinction from the anger of man.
God’s Word saves, man’s anger tears down.

Reflecting God’s Word (1:22-25)
Not only are we to receive God’s Word in humility, but we are also to do what
it says. It is not enough to know the Word of God forward and backward.
Plenty of people know in their head what is right and wrong, but it does not
make them godly.
Imagine someone staring at themselves in the mirror: they go on and on
about how attractive they are and how nice they look. Imagine that person
walking away from the mirror and immediately forgetting what they look
like. That would seem utterly ridiculous to most people.
For James, a person who only retains “head knowledge” of God’s Word
without allowing it to transform their life is like a person who looks in the
mirror but cannot remember their own reflection. The mirror is a true reflection, and they see that reflection looking back at them. Still, the moment
they walk away, they immediately forget what they look like.
God’s Word is like the mirror. Believers have the opportunity to look
within it for a true reflection of the world and God’s commands. A person
who merely hears the Word without obeying His commands is like someone
who looks in a mirror but can never remember who they are. God’s Word
tells us who we are. The person who not only hears His Word but obeys it
and allows it to transform them, experiences the blessings and growth that
accompany a life pleasing to the Lord. There is a direct correlation between
receiving the gifts of God and following the will of God as revealed in His
Word. God delights in blessing those who live in faithful relationship with
Him, hearing and obeying His word.

Living God’s Word (1:26-27)
Sometimes the smartest thing a person can say is not to say anything. Of
course, there is a time and place to speak, but no one has ever been considered wise for allowing their mouth to rattle off. Many religious people have
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had plenty to say and used a lot of words to say it. James specifically warns
against this. In fact, he is quite clear on the matter: you can attend church
every single time the doors are open, know all the correct answers, and think
yourself a great religious person. However, if you cannot keep a tight rein on
your tongue, head knowledge (or religion) is totally worthless. What good
is it to ramble on about something without being able to follow God’s commands in word and deed.
To be sure, the mark of a true believer is to act on biblically informed
conviction. For James, religion that is pleasing to God cares about and acts
on things that God is concerned about. Because God is love, believers demonstrate and mirror His character and concern by loving like God. James notes
specifically widows and orphans. The overlooked and marginalized are dear
to the heart of God. Scripture highlights and affirms God’s care for the vulnerable often: for the orphan and widow (Psalms 68:5; 146:9), the oppressed
(Isaiah 1:17), and even the foreigner (Deuteronomy 10:18). Religion that
pleases God and mirrors His true reflection will care about the things God
cares about. A true Christian is not someone who talks nonstop about what
is right but someone who does what is right. Concern about the things God
loves and putting action to conviction. In other words, Christians cannot live
with their head in the clouds; they should be firmly planted on the ground.

Orphans and Widows in the Ancient World
In the ancient world, orphans and widows are often mentioned together because they both represent two social classes vulnerable to exploitation and
affliction. Neither group had any direct means of emotional or physical support in the culture at large. Additionally, neither group had access to any legal
defenders to protect them. They were overlooked and vulnerable to the sinful
whims of fallen man. God commands His people to pay special care and attention to the needs of widows and orphans in both the Old and New Testament. Translated to modern-day, Christians should consider what groups in
broader culture lack sufficient support and legal representation and are consequently at risk of exploitation and abuse.
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Finally, God not only desires our caring for the vulnerable, but He also
desires that His children walk in His light. So, while Christians are to be connected with the world by tending to the vulnerable, they need to also take
care to keep pure and not be polluted by the world. Walking in truth and
light.
Ultimately, God wants His children to live like they know Him.

Implications and Actions
God desires that His children grow in His truth and reflect His character. Being quick to listen and slow to speak helps deliver us from fleshly anger. You
will not have victory in the Christian life until you can learn to control your
temper. Fleshly anger prevents you from the blessings God wants to give: His
truth and salvation. For those who truly want to grow in their Christian walk,
follow the instructions clearly described by James: care about the things God
cares about. Do not be satisfied with mere head knowledge but apply biblical
truth to action. Do not be angry and instead care for the vulnerable. True religion is about truth and action: holding your tongue and putting your hands
to work for God’s Kingdom.

Questions
1. What did James say we should take note of?

2. Was there a time when God helped you be quick to listen and slow
to speak?
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3. Why do you think God wants His children to care for the widow and
the orphan?

4. What does James say a person who only listens to the Word is like?

5. What are practical ways you can practice keeping unpolluted by the
world?
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Introduction
Within the family of God, there is total equality. God does not play favorites: all are equally fallen, and in need of Christ’s salvation, all have equal
access to Christ’s salvation, all stand equally redeemed before God the Father.
Genesis 1:27 clearly teaches that God created everyone equally in His image.
John 3:16 clearly teaches that God has saved everyone, who has believed in
Him, through the blood of Jesus Christ. Equally created, equally redeemed.
While there is favoritism and division in the world, it should look different in
the church. While inequality and differences abound in this fallen world, the
ground is always level at the foot of the cross. There is no place for sinful distinction, be it racism, elitism, ableism, or any other type of discrimination.
God’s community should be marked by love, faithfulness, and mercy.

James 2:1-13
My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ
must not show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also
comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes
and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand
there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?
5
Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who
are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the
poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who
are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are blaspheming
the noble name of him to whom you belong?
8
If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor
as yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and
are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole
law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he
who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.
1
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Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that
gives freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
12

Do Not Show Favoritism (2:1-4)
At some point in life, everyone experiences favoritism. It is a part of our fallen human nature to be selective and preferential, even if we do not like it
when people discriminate against us. So often, we harm others in the ways
we have felt harmed and excluded. Showing favoritism harms and excludes
others. According to God’s Word, things should look different in the church.
Verse 1 begins with another reminder that this is a discussion among family.
This highlights the reality that within the body of Christ, we are brothers and
sisters. We are united through our shared belief in our glorious Lord Jesus.
United in our faith in Jesus, the book of James has an explicit instruction: do
not show favoritism.
James provided a simple and clear example of what favoritism in the
church could look like. Imagine two visitors attend a church event, one wearing the newest fashion and expensive brands. The marks of their wealth are
evident from head to toe—expensive clothes, expensive accessories. Coming
in the door at the same time, another person enters who is obviously poor.
Their clothes are dirty and have holes; they clearly have not showered lately.
The wealthy person is immediately greeted and taken to the best seat in the
house. The poor person is discarded, not even given a seat but told to either
stand to the side or sit on the floor. Even though nothing is known about either person’s character, immediate judgments were made about them based
solely on assumptions and outward appearances. Both are equally in need
of Christ’s salvation, yet their experience inside the church is anything but
equal. In this example, the problem is so blatantly clear it makes the point
irrefutable.
Sometimes we might feel like the example James provided of someone
who did not feel accepted. We had our best outfit on last Sunday but this
Sunday we were a little rushed and had a bad hair day too. However, James
wanted us to realize that whatever we are wearing in church that day, we ac-
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cept others who are visiting the church for the first time or the fiftieth time.
Are we accepting everyone no matter what car they drive or home they live
in? We should be.
The believers in this example were so distracted by the rich visitor’s
wealth and splendor that they discriminated and became judge and jury to
the value between the two. Instead of highlighting the rich glory of our Lord
Jesus, they were blinded by what they perceived as greatness. Instead of accepting both visitors who entered as equal before God, they showed favoritism based on outward appearances and perceived status.
The church accepts people based on their value to God, not based on the
amount of money they can put in the offering plate. How will someone with
less money really hear the gospel if the minute they step in the door, they
are ignored because of their clothing? But treating wealthy people well will
not result in clearly communicating the gospel to them. Wealthy people are
treated well almost everywhere they go for their money, not for who they are
as created in the image of God.
Impartiality is key for inclusion within the church body. A judge with evil
thoughts cannot be trusted. Imagine having to go before a judge who hated
you. Would you trust their judgment to be fair and impartial? Of course not.
In the same way, when we practice favoritism, our judgment cannot be trusted because it is too diluted and tainted by evil thoughts to be fair and unbiased. Therefore, it is of utmost importance that there be no discrimination or
favoritism within the community of God.
Favoritism is something that humans will always struggle with, but we
were created equally in the image of God and are to imitate a God and Savior
who shows no partiality. Together in our churches, in our prayer time, and in
our Bible study, we can work little by little on eliminating the ways we imitate
the world in showing favoritism so we can better reflect Jesus who was the
perfect example of love and acceptance.
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Applying the Example From James
To apply this in your daily walk:
1. Set apart time in your prayers to God to thank Him for the ways in which
you have felt included and favored unconditionally by God and the
church.
2. Consider ways you can make sure others do not experience any unneeded exclusion.
3. Look for a concrete opportunity this week to make someone feel included and favored for who they are as a child of God.
4. Think about how some of your favorite people in the Bible responded
to being included or excluded. How can you learn from their correct or
incorrect response?

Richness in Faith (2:5-7)
The wisdom of God is foolishness to man. What God prioritizes and uplifts
often does not make sense to human wisdom. Human wisdom says to trust
and follow the wealthy because they must be doing something right to be
wealthy and powerful. Alternatively, according to human wisdom, the poor
should not be trusted and should not hold positions of authority. But in
God’s Kingdom, things are different. God prioritizes the downtrodden, the
poor, and the vulnerable. God has chosen the ones the world has deemed
unworthy to be rich in faith and to be the ones to inherit His kingdom (2:5).
This closely follows the teaching of Jesus in Luke when He states, “…
Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you
who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for
you will laugh” (Luke 6:20-21). God has chosen the poor of this world to pour
out His love. This does not mean the rich do not also receive God’s love and
salvation, but the point is that God’s priorities are different from the world.
Poverty alone does not mean you will be rich in faith, but the experiences of
poverty allow for a particular kind of growth that has the potential to lead
to rich faith in God. A wealthy person may be tempted toward self-reliance,
to trust their wealth for salvation and not God, to think (pridefully) more of
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themselves than they are. The poor do not have the same temptations. Their
life circumstances allow them to put their faith and hope in Christ more readily. They are rich in faith and have much to teach their fellow brothers and
sisters in Christ.

Obeying the Royal Law (2:8-11)
Over and over in the study of James, we are reminded that right faith goes
in tandem with right action. It is not simply enough to have the right beliefs;
those beliefs must be supported by action. Yet, in verses 8-11, we are now
introduced to another consideration of true faith: just as you cannot show
favoritism among God’s children, you also cannot separate or show favoritism to God’s commands. If you break one of God’s laws, you are a lawbreaker.
You cannot qualify or separate the easier commands of God to follow from
the hard commands. If you love your neighbor as yourself, that is good (2:8).
However, if you love your neighbor but show favoritism, you are still breaking the law just as much as the one who does not love. James stated this
candidly in verse 10, “for whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at
just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.” This echoes the teaching of Jesus,
which allows for no preferential treatment of God’s law. In the sermon on the
mount, Jesus explicitly stated that He came to fulfill the law, and no single
part of the law will pass until everything is accomplished (Matthew 5:17-19).

Love Your Neighbor
James, the brother of Jesus, called it the Royal Law: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” This phrase is known all over the world and is given eight times
in the Bible: Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 19:19, 22:39; Mark 12:31; Luke 10:27;
Romans 13:9; Galatians 5:14; James 2:8. Furthermore, it was written by six
different inspired authors of Scripture. This was the Royal Law that led to the
question, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied with the famous parable of the
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). James, the brother of Jesus, had given many
years of thought, prayer, and action to “Love your neighbor as yourself,” and it
is a helpful guide when reading the Letter of James.

44

THE MAKING OF AUTHENTIC FAITH: A STUDY OF JAMES

Therefore, when believers show partiality, they are guilty of breaking the
entirety of God’s law. No one can keep the whole law, and because of that, we
all stand guilty before God. Christianity continues to be the great equalizer:
believers are not to show partiality because all stand equally in violation of
God’s law, even when we try to follow His commands. All equally stand before
God’s judgment in need of His mercy.

Mercy Over Judgment (2:12-13)
“Speak and act” (2:12) returns as a theme and culmination of James’s teaching. While all are guilty of breaking God’s law, there is hope and good news.
You should speak and act knowing you will be judged by the law, but the law
gives freedom. This is wonderful news. God’s law is not a strict combination
of purity regulations and faith credentials; it is the perfect pinnacle of His
love. God’s law sets free.
Demonstrate your faith by loving your neighbor as yourself; bring in the
poor and marginalized, and do not show favoritism in God’s community. Believers should live aware that the same standards which they judge others
will also be used for them. Those who show mercy will also be shown mercy. There is a special relationship between God’s mercy and God’s judgment.
They cannot be separated, and both reveal His character. When Moses asked
to see God’s glory, God responded by highlighting His mercy (Exodus 33:19).
It delights and pleases God to show mercy to His children.
Judgment means getting what we deserve. Mercy is what happens when
we do not get what we deserve. Mercy is powerful because it touches hearts,
revealing the depth of love. Believers are able to show mercy because they
are thankful recipients of God’s mercy. Merciful faith is expressed by generous compassion, unselfish concern for others, and harnessing one’s tongue
to speak truth and life. Merciful faith is the flower that blooms when God’s
Word and faith take root in the heart of the believer. If you have known mercy, you show mercy.
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Implications and Actions
There is division and separation in the world, but before the foot of the
cross, all are equal. The church, God’s representative kingdom on earth, should
reflect the radical equality of God’s kingdom. Love is the new standard. To
love others as ourselves, we must totally reject any system or belief that allows for preferential treatment of God’s children. The sins of racism, elitism,
and any other belief that elevates one group above another have no place in
the Body of Christ. As believers follow God’s commands, we must always be
aware that all stumble at various times. Believers show mercy because they
are keenly aware that they, too, are recipients of God’s mercy. God is pleased
when we show mercy. God’s children show love as they freely demonstrate
mercy and treat their fellow brothers and sisters as equals.

Questions
1. Have you ever experienced favoritism in the church? How did it
make you feel?

2. Who does James say God has chosen to be rich in faith?

3. Have you ever experienced mercy? Share with someone this week
that experience.

4. When have you ever given mercy to someone?

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND TEXT

James 2:14-26

Romans 4:1-5;
Ephesians 2:8-10
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Faith without works is dead; it does not
move, act, live or work. It is empty. It does
not live for Christ.
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Introduction
Staying healthy and fit for life is a continuing process. The process can be difficult when you do not take steps to be consistent. Upon a recent visit to the
doctor for a routine checkup, I had an alarming wakeup call about my health.
The results came back from my blood work and examination showing that
my numbers were off the chart! Over the years, I have struggled with eating
properly and incorporating an exercise routine into my lifestyle. During the
COVID 2020 pandemic, my eating choices had not been good and regular exercising to stay fit was almost nonexistent. My body and health were in need
of repair. I had a scare and needed to make a change. I had to determine what
I was doing wrong and then have the faith in God to help me make it right.
I can have faith that Jesus will heal my body of any ailment, but there is
a key ingredient missing if I do not put the work it takes into action. I cannot
believe God will heal me unless I start to do my part. Faith and action work
hand and hand.

James 2:14-26
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have
faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or
a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go
in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical
needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
18
But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your
faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe
that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.
20
You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is
useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he
did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and
his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by
what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed
God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s
friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and
not by faith alone.
14
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In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them
off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without deeds is dead.
25

Faith With Action (2:14-19)
Panhandling has increased in the U.S. over the past years. It is hard to turn
a corner in some part of the cities without seeing signs asking for food or
someone holding out a hand, cup, or container asking for a handout. It is so
bad that authorities in various cities have placed ordinances to eliminate the
act in some areas. Knowing that many of these acts are bogus, how do you respond to the seemingly need of many? We have tried the blessing bags, which
were filled with hygiene items, a snack, and a card to a local ministry. We have
purchased a meal and given to some. Thinking through this, as a family and
congregation, we respond by participating in giving to ministries and organizations that service these individuals. We direct them to these places and
pray they will go and get off the unsafe streets.
James talked about how you must have something else along with faith—
deeds (works). There is action required. James also discussed how your deeds
do not work alone, you must have faith too. The Holy Spirit uses the body and
then it is left up to us to put our bodies to work. Faith without works is dead.
In our lesson today, James described an opportunity for us to make faith
become real. He told us that a faith that does not concern itself with others
and their needs is dead.
Hebrews 11:7 says, “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet
seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned
the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping with faith.”
Noah’s simple act of faith was not just believing, but he put it in action
by building the ark. He could have easily believed God and did nothing, but I
am reminded that God’s divine plan would have not been completely fulfilled
without the action of Noah’s work. In turn, he saved our future, as well as
himself.
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Be careful of thinking that works alone will save you (2:18). Faith and
works must join hands to suffice.
I realized I needed to take action immediately in building a better health
plan for my life. I needed to clear my house of foods that were not good for
me, as well as lay out a regimen for me to exercise regularly. I had to act first
(deed) and believe (faith) that God would make me healthy again. By taking
steps to restore my health, I was giving myself and those that need me a
chance to survive.

Deeds
There are many types of deeds including a warranty deed, a deed of trust, or
a property deed, which refer to ownership or property. In the lesson James
referred to deeds as actions that are performed intentionally or consciously.
For example, helping someone who needs clothes as well as praying for them.
By helping others, we show our good works and concern for others. We help
without boasting. However, it is not the work that saves us.

Walk in Your Faith (2:21-22)
Faith can be defined as complete trust or confidence in something or someone. But most important for this lesson, we see it as a strong belief in God’s
existence rather than proof. Faith is a living thing. It is something that is
internal and is expressed by one’s actions. Hebrews 11:1-32 reveals how “by
faith” many believed, were saved, and/or prospered.
We learned earlier in James 1:3 that the “testing of your faith produces
perseverance.” In Romans 5:3-4, we are told suffering produces perseverance,
character, and hope. Your faith keeps you going for the duration, it builds
character in you. That is why we must continue believing and walking in the
faith that God’s Word is true. Sometimes the walk is not easy, but our reward
is waiting on us.
What does walking in faith look like? To answer that question, let’s look
at Paul’s writing to the church in Corinth (2 Corinthians 5:7 KJV—“For we
walk by faith, not by sight”). Paul explains how he and other apostles were
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trying to spread the Gospel and had to put their life in danger while doing
it. But they believed in the truth of God’s Word that it could be done. They
had to walk in total submission of their faith. Though our walk may not be
as drastic as losing our life, it certainly involves faith and trust that God is in
control. Walking in faith makes the impossible become the possible.

Justified by Faith (2:23-24)
Abraham, was justified by his faith (Romans 4:3). He believed God’s promise.
He could not see it, but he trusted in the Word of God and saw it through. His
faith was credited for his righteousness and obedience to God, not from work
he had done. Because of his belief, God promised Abraham he would have a
son. He did in his old age. God provided a sacrifice (lamb) instead of Isaac,
his son, and God also promised to make him the “Father of many nations.”
Abraham had faith that God would do what He said. God did, as He has with
our ancestors and continues to do the same for us.

Fulfill Your Faith (Ephesians 2:8-10)
Many people go through life knowing that God can do great accomplishments
for them, but they do not put an effort in trying to see it come to fruition.
Wonderful talents (works) that could have been used for God’s ministry have
been wasted and not shared. People sit on these talents and gifts and hide
them with excuses rather than share with others who could benefit greatly. A
mustard seed faith is all we need to succeed and make things happen.
It’s easy to get caught up into the “not me” or “I can’t.” Excuses come easily by many when there is effort involved. Using your treasures, talents, and
gifts to help others is a blessing and perhaps may earn a heavenly reward. The
poem, “It Couldn’t Be Done”1 tells of not giving up without trying. It was an
inspiration to me to work hard and do well while I was in school. In essence
to have faith in my abilities. We must have faith in ourselves and trust God.
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Some suggestions for making faith real in your life:
• Pray daily for faith.
• Strengthen your walk with a daily devotional.
• When a need arises to help others, step outside your comfort zone and
do it.
• Inspire others with your faith walk.

Implications and Actions
My health is very important to me. I knew I had to just do it! I had to take
charge and put faith in action by eliminating the bad, so I could gain the
good. I had to have faith that my sacrifices for working on my health would be
rewarded by God. I was given an opportunity by God to do better for myself
and so I am taking it.
The faith walk for better health is not easy, but I am trying. Getting up
early to exercise is not easy, nor is denying rich food exciting. However, I am
trying daily to change. I am not where I want to be, but through faith, I am
not where I was on the day I received the numbers from the doctor about my
health. Watch your faith be fulfilled by trusting God.

Questions
1. What are the bottlenecks in your life that hinder your faith?

2. Name a time where you had to activate your faith?
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3. What happens when you don’t have faith?

4. How can faith help others around you succeed?

5. Explain how you can now make faith become real in your life?

6. Having a faith walk in life is essential. Please explain?

ENDNOTES
1

Academy of American Poets, “It Couldn’t Be Done” by Edgar Albert Guest, 1881-1959.
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Introduction
“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me,” is an
old rhyme that my parents and others would use while I was growing up to
soothe bullying and name calling. In turn I have used it while parenting. The
truth of the matter though is words do hurt and once they are said cannot be
easily taken back. Hurtful words are remembered and sting for a long time.
Have you ever been in a situation when you said something and realized you
should not have said it? Or have you regretted saying something that you
knew was not in your character or becoming of you?
This lesson explores a powerful muscular organ in the mouth called the
tongue, which helps food taste better and is necessary for speaking and
talking, but it, however, should not be used to hurt others. As a child, I heard
the phrase used, “I am going to cut off your tongue” or “you need to rinse
your mouth with soap.” These were spoken to people whose conversation was
not pleasant to the ear. Our tongue is very powerful. “The tongue has the
power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit” (Proverbs
18:21). Our speech is so powerful that it can lift up and if not spoken with
good intent, can definitely tear down.
As a child, we were always told to think before we spoke. Now as one who
follows Christ, I still use those old teachings. I now say, always pray before
you speak and pray before you react to a situation. It is better to sit back
and evaluate a situation before saying a word. The author, Ernest Agyemang
Yeboah said, “We fail to say the right words, because we choose to say wrong
words. We choose to say wrong words because we fail to think of right words.”
Our lesson today talks about knowing when to speak and using discernment
before uttering a word.

James 3:1-12
Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 We all
stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is
perfect, able to keep their whole body in check.
1
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When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we
can turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although they are
so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small
rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise, the tongue is a small part
of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set
on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among
the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of
one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.
7
All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed
and have been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
9
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse
human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. 10 Out of the same
mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not
be. 11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 12 My
brothers and sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.
3

The Tongue
As you know, the tongue is vital for chewing and swallowing food. The tongue
has many nerves that help detect and transmit taste signals to the brain. The
tongue is also vital for speech and can be used in very positive ways. But
the tongue, in regard to speech, can also be used in very negative ways. The
sins of the tongue are motivated by mental sins such as arrogance, jealousy,
bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, hatred, lust, adultery, pettiness, envy,
guilt feelings, etc. All of these sins are focused on other people at one time or
another. The Bible speaks to this in Psalm 34:12-13: “Whoever of you loves life
and desires to see many good days, keep your tongue from evil and your lips
from telling lies.”

Watch Your Speech (3:1-5)
In the Jewish culture to teach was an honorable position. Especially if you
were going to teach Christianity and tell others how to follow Christ. The
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same is true today. Pastors and teachers are held in highest regard. They are
messengers from Christ and ambassadors for students to learn. Teachers of
the gospel of Jesus Christ are held accountable and given a higher responsibility from God to speak sound doctrine and watch how and what they teach.
Many spiritual lives and souls are at stake. A preacher can say something
wrong, and the followers can hear and take the wrong advice marking their
thinking for a long time. A teacher, likewise, must make sure that what is
taught or said is correct.
James warned that many should not become teachers. He talked about
them being judged severely like pastors. When I was teaching in education,
one of my principals talked about a subject he had taught and how badly he
taught the student. He shared with the teachers, as he was giving them warnings about teaching incorrect information. He taught the students poorly on
a subject he did not know well. The principal shared that he looked for these
students years later to apologize for teaching them so poorly on that subject.
The principal recognized, unfortunately for the students at the time, that he
had been a disservice to them by teaching them wrongly. He had used his
mouth to give incorrect information.
Have you ever imagined what would happen if everything you were
taught wrong you continued to practice it? That means if a parent, a teacher,
or a professor gave you something wrong or misleading, it could cause detriment to you or others around you. Information whether spoken or written
should be examined for truth and clarity.
The imagery James uses in chapter 3 of bits being put into mouths of
horses to guide them and large ships guided by the small rudders staying
intact during strong winds is impactful. He paints the picture of how forest
fires can be started by a spark. We often see that happening with the many
forest fires we experience in our country. We know firsthand how the fires
have caused enormous devastation to many. Through these examples, we see
how small things are powerful. They can be helpful too, but small things can
also bring devastation and hurt to others like the spark.
We have seen during this past century how false information about different races has been transferred from generation to generation causing disaster and hurt to others. Unfortunately, hate in the mind that is transferred
to the tongue causes devastation. False words and information can cause rad-
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ical behavior. It becomes that spark in a forest that reaches so many, causing
so much damage before it is smothered out. The loss and hurt could be avoided if others would speak truthfully and kindly.
In some form or fashion, we are all teachers. We teach our children, we
teach our family, we teach co-workers, and we even teach our friends. The key
element in our teaching is to watch our speech and how we teach. It is hard to
change information when it has been put out into the air.

Steps to assist us to use our words wisely:
• Know how to listen before speaking.
• Confirm the message by saying “did you say this?” or “I heard you say
this, is that correct?”
• Make sure you have a clear understanding of what is said before replying.
• Speak kindly to avoid confrontational conversation.
• Choose your response with loving, kind, and encouraging words.

The Tongue Is Fire (3:6)
Do you know we have to give account for every word we say?
What we say and how we say it matters to the Lord. An uncontrollable
tongue is damaging. It is like fire on our lips (3:6). Our adversary (Satan) uses
our tongue to divide, bring dissension, and have us make foolish decisions,
which lead to destruction. The important thing to remember is once something is spoken it is out in the atmosphere. It can be taken in a good way or a
destructive way. For example, if I am always talking negative about a person
that needs help, Satan can use that as a tool to have others think that way.
However, if I lift that person up and always encourage them, it can cause a
positive reaction for others to do likewise.
The best solution to preserve our tongue from speaking with firing darts
is to utilize the Holy Spirit (our guide) to monitor what we say and how we
say it. Prayer is a good way to help us keep our tongue from saying foolish
and idle words. The Holy Spirit will help us not to lash out when someone
says something vexing to us to offend us. It will help us respond with loving
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words. Remember the tongue can be like a soothing balm or like a stinging
fire to our souls.

Control the Tongue (3:7-8)
Siegfried & Roy were known nationally for their lions and tigers show in Las
Vegas. They trained lions and tigers to perform and obey them. They entertained many for years with their daring feats with the beautiful white tigers.
Unfortunately for them, the show ended when one of the tigers, who they
thought they had control of, mauled and attacked Roy. What happened to
cause the attack? Sources say that the animal was redirected in a way that was
not familiar to him.2 They had not practiced the move. The tongue can be like
animals that are not directed properly. If it is not controlled, what comes out
of the mouth can cause its very words to cause hurt and harm.
Trying to cut a straight line without a ruler will probably leave a line that
is wavy and crooked. However, when a ruler is used, a line is created that is
straighter and more precise. Trying to control your tongue is perhaps the
same, if you do not use a guide. Heated conversations, idle gossip, and incorrect information can all be controlled if we use the Bible as a guide. We
cannot have control through our strength, but we can through God’s help,
the Holy Spirit at work in our lives. My mother speaks slowly often. She tells
people that she speaks that way because she wants to always make sure that
she is saying things correctly and so she processes information before she
talks. James told us that like animals the tongue cannot be tamed, but with
God’s help we can control it.

Giving Delight With the Tongue (3:9-12)
While speaking to religious leaders (Matthew 12:36-37), Jesus warned them
about using empty words. He told them they would have to take responsibility for those actions on Judgment Day. Harsh words, profanity, and words
spoken in haste during arguments cannot be taken back. These words will
leave a mark on a person’s life for a long time. However, “gracious words are
a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones” (Proverbs 16:24).
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A person who shares good news is pleasant to be around. This person
finds delight and happiness in others. They make others feel good. You would
have to press hard to make them angry and use uncomfortable words.
James instructed us to look at how we use our tongue to people who are
made in God’s image. Consider the fact that sweet and salty cannot come out
of the same faucet, nor can we change the reproduction of trees to be something different. If we are Christlike, then we must act Christlike by bringing
delight to others with our tongue.

Implication and Application
Giving consideration to what we say to others when we are in heated conversation, will take practice. A simple method can be used called PRY—Pause,
Reflect, Yield.
Pause and pray before you say a word. This gives you time to reflect on
information that you will deliver out of your mouth.
Reflect on whether the information you are giving is valid and worth saying.
Yield for the Holy Spirit to quieten your spirit and assist you in delivering
correct and good information.
Saying wrong information can last for years. Praise and correct information can last for a lifetime.

Questions
1. How important are kind words to someone you don’t know?

2. How does God look at our daily conversation?
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3. As believers, how should we approach gossiping? Why?

4. Should I be very careful when teaching a convert to Christ? Why?

5. How can you practice having a loving tongue?

6. What do you do with people with foul language, and how can you
help that environment?

NOTES
	Ernest Agyemang Yeboah is a gifted Ghanaian writer and teacher who is endowed with

1

deep thoughts about life, living, and the reasons for living life to leave distinctive footprints. Found on Good Reads.
	“Siegfried and Roy: What Happened the Night of the Tiger Attack?” Alanna Nash updated

2

Jan. 14, 2021. RD.com.

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND TEXT

James 3:13-18

Proverbs 4:3-7; Psalm 1:1-3

lesson 7
The Right Kind
of Wisdom
MAIN IDEA
Do not allow your hurts to turn into hate.
You can become bitter or better.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What sacrifices am I willing to make to
get God’s wisdom?

STUDY AIM
To understand that when God grows purity and peace in us, then we can plant it
in others

QUICK READ
James contrasted the foolish wisdom in
the world with Godly wisdom from above.

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE

61

62

THE MAKING OF AUTHENTIC FAITH: A STUDY OF JAMES

Introduction
In the fall of 2018, my wife and I started a church plant in Mesquite, Texas.
Just like any new opportunity or venture, there were reservations and fears.
Pastoring is no different. Some of those concerns included among many:
Where will we meet? How will we go and reach? What needs to be taught?
How will our operations survive with no giving? The list was very long.
In my prayer and consecration time before entering a shepherd role, I
asked the Lord for one important quality and that was to empower me with
wisdom.
In our lesson, we will see how wisdom and the right kind of wisdom is
important for Christians. Money is good and necessary to have a nice place
to reside, even a nice vehicle to drive, but to have wisdom is priceless. We will
also examine two kinds of wisdom (earthly and heavenly).

James 3:13-18
Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their
good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if
you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast
about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from
heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and
selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.
17
But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of
righteousness.
13

Earthly Wisdom (3:13-16)
People with selfish ways harbor an ambitious heart and deceitful aspirations.
They put themselves first and look at life selfishly and self-centeredly. These
are qualities of earthly wisdom. This type of person thinks only of himself
and is not a team player for the organization or the group.
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As a pastor, my concern was that I plant my focus on helping others in
a genuine fashion. My focus was to ensure that the role of the pastor show
concern for all people and their situations. My prayer was to get wisdom and
understanding to help discern good and evil, right and wrong in order to lead
God’s people unselfishly. The Bible teaches us that every good and perfect gift
comes from the Father of Lights. If you humble yourself as the word of God
teaches, then He will reward you in due time. “Humble yourself before the
Lord, and he will lift you up” (James 4:10)
Change the narrative of earthly wisdom to a spiritual one. If you have
been taught to treat people the way they treat you, why not take it a step further by treating people better than they treat you, which will lead to treating
them the way you want to be treated.

True Wisdom
Solomon asked God for wisdom. But there was a condition. Solomon had to
live according to God’s commands just as his father David had done. Fulfilling his father’s last wish, Solomon built a magnificent Temple, the symbol of
God’s presence. And when it was finished, he publicly expressed his debt to
God before the Ark of the Covenant with sacrificial offerings. Israel finally had
a permanent place of worship.
What exactly is true wisdom? It is a very real sense of what to do, how to do
it, and to know it must be done. It is much more than common sense. Knowledge alone is not enough. It is discernment that cannot come by one’s own
resources. It is from God and God alone. Solomon did not ask God for wealth,
possessions, and honor. He asked God for wisdom and knowledge.
What do you ask God for?

Heavenly and Spiritual Wisdom (3:17-18)
The wisdom we all should aspire to have is the wisdom from Heaven above.
James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously…” There is something about the wisdom from God, no human can
teach or train you to have.
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James expanded the way wisdom that comes from heaven is “first of
all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good
fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of
righteousness.” This is so true. I have experienced being a peacemaker, which
brings rewards in so many ways. For example, taking the criticism of others
and hearing both sides tend to help most scenarios when dealing with people.
Wisdom from above makes you complete in your walk with Jesus Christ.
You can deal with certain situations that come your way and deal with certain
attitudes and behaviors of others and yourself. Asking God for wisdom daily
is proven to save you from terrible situations.
Take a look at Daniel (6:7) and how all the governors and earthly wise
men wanted the King to make a decree so they could accuse Daniel, because
of their jealousy, of not abiding by the decree of speaking or praying to any
other god but the ones they worshiped in Babylon. Daniel kept praying three
times a day to the true God, looking to Jerusalem and serving the Lord despite opposition. What a beautiful example of heavenly wisdom.

Ways to Walk in the Wisdom of God
1. Practice implementing wisdom in your speech; be careful about what
you say.
2. Never move forward with a decision based only on how good something looks.
3. Don’t focus on or be consumed by things over which you have no control, especially people.
4. Be grateful for what you’ve been given.
5. Understand that the beginning is the most important part of any endeavor. Spend the amount of time that is necessary for proper preparation.
6. Focus on today with an understanding of the future.
7. Align yourself with great people and groups.
8. When you face a problem, call it an opportunity and handle it with calmness and peace.
9. Be careful of what you consume in your body and mind.
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I love being around my grandmother. She always has good advice. She
listens and knows just what to say when I am struggling with a situation.
Perhaps it’s the wisdom she has gained over the years, but I also believe it’s
the understanding she has about situations and things I am going through.
She did not graduate from college or high school, but she raised 10 children
that all received high school degrees, and higher education degrees or certifications. She makes the best banana pudding, and she is knowledgeable in
Bible studies. Her small church community in Arkansas has even given her
an honorary degree in biblical studies. Many come to her for counseling and
prayer. When I started seeking ministry as a pastor, she advised me to take
my time, to watch, and to pray. I reflect often on how her wisdom and knowledge has helped me.

Implications and Actions
Understanding and wisdom go hand in hand. Many think it comes naturally,
but I believe you have to experience things to know. I believe you must be
faithful and God fearing. You must be considerate and kind. David praised
God for His justice and the joy of obeying Him and denying those who follow
the counsel of the wicked (Psalms 1:1-3, KJV). If you follow God and use
wisdom, you are able to be “like a tree planted by streams of water, which
yields its fruit in season, and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do
prospers.”
Applying good wisdom takes you further in life. Having good wisdom
helps you control your attitude and discern what is right. Many seek wisdom
but few find it.

Questions
1. Give examples of earthly and heavenly wisdom?
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2. How important is using wisdom as a Christian?

3. What do you think a person who walks in flesh will produce?

4. How do you work with people that are not peace-loving?

5. Explain in your words, “The right kind of wisdom”?
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Introduction
Pride is a sneaky thing. Pride is wrong, but we still struggle with it. It is easy
to spot pride in the person who makes everything about themselves, but it is
more difficult to spot pride in the person who believes they deserve a better
hand from God in life. We all should be on guard against the second example
just as much as the first because both are wrong.
The chapter deals with the entire issue as the text not only shows us the
unmistakable evidence of pride in life, but also how we can successfully guard
ourselves against it.
Pride is at the root of every sin. The devil knows pride all too well as it is
what got him thrown out of heaven (Isaiah 14:9-15), so it is no surprise that
he tries to use it to draw us away from God. The dangers of pride are the reason why all throughout the Bible, God reminds us why we need to be humble.

James 4:1-12
What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from
your desires that battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you
kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight.
You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what
you get on your pleasures.
4
You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the
world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a
friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think Scripture
says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to
dwell in us? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God
opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”
7
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and
wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
11
Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks
against a brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judg1
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es it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to
save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?

Pride Hurts Others (4:1-2a)
James wasted no time discussing the bad outcomes that stem from pride. We
fight and quarrel because we believe we are right, the other person is wrong,
and we are willing to go the distance to prove to them we are correct. We
want something so badly we convince ourselves we deserve and must have
it—sometimes to the point of bringing another person’s life to an end to get
it. We covet or have our heart set on something so much that when we do not
get it, we would rather choose to quarrel or blame someone else in effort to
make ourselves feel better.
Pride affects our interactions with others as we grow more unable to control how we act when challenged. If self-control is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:23), and our pride prevents us from displaying this guaranteed quality in life, we know we have a problem. There is no way we can be concerned
with the interests of others (Philippians 2:4) or love other people like we love
ourselves if we allow pride to take hold of us when interacting with others in
our daily lives.

Pride Hinders God (4:2b-3)
Pride reflects an attitude of “I can do _____ without God” or “I don’t need
God for ____,” which is a big problem. We only hurt ourselves and our ability
to get what we want if we refuse to ask God. If we believe we serve a God who
owns the cattle on a thousand hills (Psalm 50:10), along with the dirt, grass,
air, and sky in and around them, not asking Him for our desires is foolish.
In our humanity, we will attempt to manipulate God’s desire to give to
us. Therefore, the Bible speaks to God’s boundaries for us here. Careless or
selfish motives prevent God from giving to us because He cannot get glory
out of providing our desire to us.
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Pride ultimately affects our interactions with God as our decisions to rely
on ourselves keep God from meeting our needs and wants. For all parents,
your children have allowed you to know how God feels in this area. You love
giving your child a treat, right? You give them a treat in response to them
having a good day, being obedient in an area of difficulty, or because you just
want to do so. They love you and enjoy their treat every time. However, everything changes when they start expecting to receive a treat on their terms
and act like you owe them something when doing so. Your child has just let
pride take over! But before you “Amen!” too forcefully, remember we do the
same thing to God as adults. There is no way we can walk humbly with God
(Micah 6:8) if we allow pride to prevent us from including Him in the desires
we want most or cause Him to withhold His gifts because we will simply let
them go to waste.

What Motivates Me?
The end does not justify the means for God. Here are some things to keep in
mind as you determine if your motivation is right or wrong:
1. Does it honor God?
2. Does it line up with what God says in the Bible?
3. Does it benefit others or only myself?
4. If I knew this was the motivation behind the decision for someone else,
what would I think about them?

Pride Defeats Me (4:4-6)
The real reason pride is so deadly to us is because it reveals our belief that our
abilities, our resources, our knowledge, or our position demand we be treated
differently. Pride respects no person, so this attitude also comes up when
what God commands conflicts with what we desire.
None of us can win a battle against God. Every time I choose what I desire
instead of what God says, I am controlled by pride and sin against God. This
choice places me on the front lines of a battle against God as I now possess
enmity (the state or feeling of being actively opposed or hostile to someone

Lesson 8: It’s Hard to Be Humble

71

or something (definition from Oxford Languages: English Dictionary, Online)) toward God.
God knows we cannot win, which is why He makes such a passionate plea
to us in these verses. God knows if we are aware of how our friendship (see “A
Bad Friendship Indeed” sidebar) with the world and its ungodly desires put
us in this position, we could choose not to become friends with the world.
God knows if we understood how much He wants to be in relationship with
us and how this choice breaks that bond, we could choose not to become
friends with the world.
God knows if we understood He gives us grace because He does not want
to oppose us and send negative consequences our way due to our prideful
decisions, we would take advantage of the opportunity to choose friendship
with Him instead of the world. Will you believe in yourself as much as God
does and choose friendship with Him?

A Bad Friendship Indeed
Due to our casual use of the word “friendship,” it can be difficult to grasp what
this word means in James 4:4. The Living Bible makes the meaning easier to
see as it displays like this:
“You are like an unfaithful wife who loves her husband’s enemies. Don’t you
realize that making friends with God’s enemies—the evil pleasures of this
world—makes you an enemy of God? I say it again, that if your aim is to enjoy
the evil pleasure of the unsaved world, you cannot also be a friend of God.”
“Friendship” here means we align ourselves with evil instead of with God.
Is this a friendship you want to have?

Fighting Back Against Pride (4:7-10)
James gives us seven keys for ridding ourselves of pride.
Key 1: Submit to God
When God’s will for our lives is more important than our own, pride does not
have a place in our heart to take root. Submission to God reveals any pride

72

THE MAKING OF AUTHENTIC FAITH: A STUDY OF JAMES

within us and gives us the opportunity to get rid of it. Spending time with
God and reading the Bible makes submission easier because we understand
God’s heart is to help us, not hold out from us.
Key 2: Resist the Devil
The devil knows how to make pride appeal to us, but because the Holy Spirit
lives within us, we can choose how we respond and not value our cravings
over God’s commands. We are no longer slaves to sin and the devil’s schemes,
so we can resist his attacks by using God’s Word to remind us of His truths.
Key 3: Come Close to God
Isolation is a favorite battleground for the devil because we all are vulnerable
when alone. The devil tried to attack Jesus by feeding His pride when He was
alone in the wilderness in each of the Synoptic Gospel accounts (Matthew
4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; and Luke 4:1-13), so he will absolutely do the same to
us. Prayer and Christian community in all areas of our lives are practical ways
we can come near to God.
Key 4: Purify Yourself
Asking God’s forgiveness from sin and allowing Him to reprogram our hearts
to desire good things are how we purify ourselves from pride’s disease. It is
difficult to let pride convince you “you deserve to do this,” when you know
God offers something better to you.
Key 5: Grieve Over Past Pride
No one likes to be sad or feel like they are sitting in a past mistake because
God created us to enjoy Him and His creation, but that does not mean either of these emotions should always be avoided. We often move through the
grief process so quickly with our sin we do not learn from it and truly repent.
Our pride hurts God, and if we reflect on this fact, our love for Him will help
us avoid hurting Him in the future.
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Key 6: Be Humble Before God
Our world wants us to possess a high view of our own importance, but this
is the exact opposite of the perspective God wants us to have. A high view of
God’s importance and what He says within the Bible gives us the proper view
of ourselves as we accept His unlimited existence and our limited nature. We
need this view each day to walk in right relationship with God.
Key 7: Expect God to Act
The beautiful thing about being humble before God is that He promises to lift
up those who do. What does it mean for God to “lift you up?” Namely, a timely display of His favor you and those around you experience for His glory. You
can expect God to support and show His favor to you when He lifts you up.

Be Just, Not A Judge (4:11-12)
Pride is condemning toward others, so whenever you feel this way, you can
be sure you are falling into pride. Choose to change your judgmental perspective. But God has a standard, and should call out sin, right? Pulling someone
aside or lovingly speaking to them is much different than speaking harshly
about them in front of others—no matter how true our words. We should
never be quick to embarrass or make someone feel even more terrible about
a private mistake through our public words.
We are not fit to condemn someone with our words because (1) we can
make the very same choices, and (2) God does not treat us like this whenever
we deserve to be punished for our mistakes. Instead, we are to leave judgment of others up to God and focus on personally living in accordance with
God’s commands. We each have enough pride within us to worry about, so
focusing on how we can consistently live out biblical instruction would serve
to keep pride from overcoming us and be an example to others of how they
can do the same.
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Implications and Actions
Pride is one of our greatest threats to enjoying an ongoing relationship with
God. Pride threatens our relationship with God because it always focuses our
attention on ourselves, which means our attention cannot be on God where
it belongs.
Pride is offensive to God because it tells the God who knows everything
that we know better than Him. Pride is offensive to God because it tells the
God who made and sustains us that we do not respect or fear Him. Pride
is offensive to God because it says though He gave up everything to be in
relationship with us, we only want relationship with Him if He gives us our
selfish desires.
We must not ignore the subtle ways pride can take hold of us, but instead
decide each day to focus on God’s greatness rather than our own. If we do this
over the long term, God will allow humility to become a part of who we are
because we never let ourselves forget who He is.

Questions
1. Is there an area within your life where you have let pride direct you
instead of God? If so, what can you do to change?

2. What are some practical actions you can take to keep pride from
getting a hold of you?
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3. Are there any areas of your life where you have chosen friendship
with the world over friendship with God?

4. Why do we struggle so much with pride when we know it does not
please God?

5. Do any of the seven keys to get rid of pride appear in your life?
Which do you already exhibit? Which do you need to work at exhibiting in your life?
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Introduction
We all have plans. Whether by way of our dreams, decisions, or even detours
throughout life, all of us are trying to get to the next stage or the “big” thing
that sums up all our efforts. However, as great as those plans are in our eyes,
we should ask ourselves a very important question: Does God see my plans
the same way I do?
Listening to God is important as it keeps us in a place where we value His
input more than our own. Listening to God is important because it means I
slow down long enough to make sure I don’t chase my plans without God’s
support. Listening to God is important because when I wait on Him to speak
before I move, I can rest in knowing that He is with me no matter what happens.
The Book of James reminds us that though we make plans for tomorrow,
only God knows if we will be a part of the tomorrow we plan. We need to
consistently ask ourselves “Am I listening to God?” as we go throughout life.

James 4:13-17
Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that
city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you
do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a
mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought
to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you
boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If anyone, then,
knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.
13

Here Today, Gone Tomorrow (4:13-14)
Life is so interesting. We think we will make it to the end of today because
that is what has happened every other day of our lives. We think we will wake
up tomorrow because that is what has happened every other day of our lives.
We think we will set goals, complete them at a future date, and be in a better
position in life because of those goals because that is what has happened ev-
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ery other day of our lives. However, as a follower of Christ, we must be aware
of how quickly life can change.
The Bible teaches us no one knows what a day will bring (Proverbs 27:1)
and we are all at the mercy of time and chance in life (Ecclesiastes 9:11), so
we know making assumptions about our lives is not wise. Does God want us
to live in fear? Of course not. Does God want us to give up making plans for
the future? Of course not. However, what He does want us to do is remember
He is in control of everything at all times and we are not.
While we never completely know what will happen tomorrow, God has
never experienced a tomorrow He did not already completely know. While
we cannot start or end our days on earth, God is able to tell anyone who asks
the start and end of our days on earth before we ever arrived here. While we
fear missing out on something, are insecure regarding the unknown, or are
concerned about a lack of ability, God has only experienced being everywhere
at one time, knowing all things, and possessed all power. Our endless limitations are meant to drive us into the knowledge of the One who is unlimited.

What is your life?
Life, as fragile as it is, is so meaningful. God has intentionally allowed our lives
to be like this.
1. The unpredictable nature of life should drive us to make our lives count.
2. The temporary nature of life should drive us to seek God, not ourselves.
3. The enduring nature of life should drive us to realize we cannot be mistakes but are instead supposed to enjoy and experience the blessings
God has given us.
What is your life? To God, your life has meaning and purpose. To God, your
life is worth it.
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Submission Is the Key (4:15)
The difference between what we find in verse 13 and what we find here are
six little words: “If it is the Lord’s will.” These six little words reveal whatever
comes next is subject to God’s approval. A person cannot speak this unless
what God says goes when it is all said and done. Submitting our plans and
position in life to God makes all the difference. When we submit our desires,
plans, and choices to God, He remains on the throne where He belongs. Also,
we remain in a position of taking His instructions for proper guidance as we
navigate our lives.
When we say, “If it is the Lord’s will,” we are inviting God to give direction. God can say “Yes,” “No,” or “Not yet” to our prayers. God can open doors
you did not know existed and close the door you had your heart set on entering. God can take the good plan you created and change everything so
you will be on track with His great plan. All of this—and so much more—is
possible because you made it clear God’s will is greater than your own. When
God’s will is what we desire above our own, we do not have to worry because
God will guide us. We can rest knowing we do not have to do everything on
our own in pursuing goals, but instead God will show us what we need to do
as we partner with Him for His glory.

Arrogance Is the Curse (4:16)
The words “If it is the Lord’s will” are important because of what is implied
when we leave them out. When we do not submit our desires, plans, and
choices to God, we take God’s place on the throne and become the ruler of
our lives. Our arrogance in attempting to rule in place of God is exposed by
our boasts of what we can and will do. This arrogance is evil because it goes
against God and is built on the faultiest of supports. Nothing we say we can
do as ruler can be guaranteed because we do not have any real power. Can
you guarantee you will make money? I didn’t know you could control other
people! Can you guarantee you will be able to conduct business? I didn’t know
you were in control of your health! The list goes on and on regarding what we
are simply unable to guarantee because when we try to rule, our limitations
are quickly exposed.
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Goodness Is a Moving Target (4:17)
One of the difficult truths about being a follower of Christ is though you can
never be “good” enough for God (which is why Jesus Christ died for us and
made us good enough for God), God commands us to be good (Romans 8:516) and do good (Ephesians 2:10) in life. This would not be a big deal if we all
could do the exact same things and make goodness a reality, but as this verse
indicates, this is not true.
Our ability to do good is dependent upon our knowledge of God and the
leadership of the Holy Spirit within us. In light of this, while every follower
of Christ has some shared standards that generally help us to do good, we all
have unique standards of goodness that specifically help us to do good. Our
growing relationship with God should reveal thoughts, words, habits, and actions that need to be avoided or pursued so we can best live like Jesus Christ
for ourselves and others. However, just because God chooses to reveal things
we ought to do, does not necessarily mean we will choose to do them—which
produces sin. Sin is anything we do in opposition to what God has told us to
do, so when God reveals the good we ought to do and we do not choose to do
it, we are in fact choosing to sin.

Don’t Get Caught by Your Ought!
The word “ought” can be defined as “indicating duty or correctness” or “something that is probable” (definition from Oxford Languages: English Dictionary,
Online). What these definitions highlight is what we “ought” to do is a combination of what we (1) know we should do, (2) what we are capable of doing,
and (3) what we should want to do if we possess the correct motives. Though
each of these three elements has their own challenges, the third element typically provides the most challenge for us. As much as we hate to admit it,
sometimes we simply do not want to do the right thing!
God knows this and has committed to give us opportunities to choose what
we “ought” to do over what we want to do because we love Him. Instead of
being frustrated by not wanting to do the good you “ought” to do, be thankful
God has given you another opportunity to learn how to do good like Him.
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Implications and Actions
God always wants us to be in relationship with Him and knows our hearts
become set on what we want to do in life. He is not wanting us to give up
on pursuing things we desire, but He does want us to allow Him to inform
our desires, so we pursue things that please Him. The more we remain in
relationship with God, the more we will see how much we need Him just to
be able to do the good we know we ought to do in life. If we choose to seek
God’s guidance in life, we will not have to worry about accomplishing things
of significance and living up to our knowledge of God throughout our lives.

Questions
1. What do you think of your life? What does the description of your
life say about God?

2. What are some specific goals or pursuits you need to submit to
God’s will?

3. What are some specific actions you ought to do based upon what
God has revealed to you?

4. How does it make you feel to know your life is like a “mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes?”
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Introduction
Money and our attitude toward it is a touchy subject because money is the
way we measure value in modern times. Our wages, our provision of our
needs, and our ability to secure things in life all come back to money.
Money is considered to be essential for life by most, but we must never
consider money to be the essential thing in life. There is nothing wrong with
having a lot of money, but as soon as the amount of money we have causes us
to become selfish and treat others wrongly, money becomes a very bad thing.

James 5:1-6
Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that
is coming on you. 2 Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your
clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify
against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the
last days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workers who mowed
your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have
reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have lived on earth in luxury
and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.
6
You have condemned and murdered the innocent one, who was not opposing you.
1

Money and Problems (5:1)
Though you can be rich and not bring misery on yourself, there are more
than enough examples of how lots of money can create problems. Do you like
having real friends? You might not like having a lot of money because rich
people often do not have many real friends. Do you like sleeping peacefully
at night? You might not like having a lot of money because thinking about
all the money you have can keep you up at night. Do you like living without
anxiety? You might not like having a lot of money because many people with
a lot of money are concerned that someone is always trying to take it away
from them. Being able to buy anything you want will not seem like a problem
until you only want things money cannot buy.
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Money is not evil, but it has a way of getting into our hearts that we
must be on guard against in order to avoid the negative consequences it can
bring. Specific to this verse, the greatest misery comes for those who make
their money the problem by trusting in it more than they trust in God. You
can count on future bad times coming your way if you make money the most
important thing in your life.

God Judges Greed (5:2-3)
The problem with having lots of money is we can become greedy. Greed is not
only an issue of having an unhealthy desire for more of something, but also
an issue of wasting what you have because you simply have too much. Wealth
that rots—clothes, cars, houses, food, etc.—can only rot after not being used
quickly enough. Moths can only eat clothing that has not been worn regularly
or at all over time. Gold and silver can only be corroded by coming in contact
with too much moisture while not being used over the long term.
Wealth, clothing, gold, or silver are not bad things nor bad to have…
but if we only possess them instead of use them, they betray us and waste
away. The wasting away of these and other forms of wealth tell others what
is possessed is unneeded and unnecessary to the owner. The wasting away of
wealth also attacks its owner because not only is the wealth being lost but
the owner probably spent some of their wealth to get what is wasting away.
A double-edged sword cuts to the heart of those whose wealth turns on them
as they are not only losing their wealth but are actually contributing to the
loss of it.
Hoarding wealth does not please God. If the greatest commandment is
to love God with every part of our being (Mark 12:28-30) and the second
greatest commandment is to love others like we love ourselves (Mark 12:31),
hoarding wealth breaks both. Why would God give you more than what you
need if He did not want you to give it to someone else who does need it? We
would want someone to do the same for us, so we need to make sure we display this in our own lives. If we choose not to do so, we are placing ourselves
at risk of God’s judgment and punishment.
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God Against Greed
The Bible is filled with examples of God taking actions against those who were
greedy. From one of the reasons the Israelites were exiled (Isaiah 57:16-18), the
rich man who wanted to keep his abundant harvest for himself (Luke 12:1321), the rich young man who asked Jesus how to inherit eternal life (Matthew
19:16-30), to Ananias and Sapphira being killed inside the walls of the church
(Acts 5:1-11), God makes it clear that greed is an attitude He is against.
Greed reveals a heart that values the created more than the Creator. God
knows how susceptible we are to being caught up with having wealth, but He
will not tolerate us choosing to focus on accumulating lots of things instead
of Him. With all this evidence against greed and keeping wealth only for ourselves, do you really want to test God by being greedy?

Don’t Let Money Distract You (5:4)
Workers deserve their wages. There may be issues when it comes to the
amount of pay or when it should be received, but workers should be paid
by those who hired them to work and agreed to pay them. Too often, those
who hire workers do not pay them or are unnecessarily slow in paying them
due to being distracted by their desire to make more money. Neither of these
options are right in God’s eyes.
As our text suggests, the unpaid money calls out its owner for not sending it to the worker who rightfully deserves it. Even worse, the complaints
of those who have worked and gone so long without their rightful payment
will make their way to God—and He will act on their behalf. We sin when we
refuse to give up our money to those who it rightfully belongs because our
love for money distracts us from giving it away.

Don’t Let Money Deceive You (5:5)
More money gives us access to more options, and one of the options most
frequently used is creating a better lifestyle for ourselves. There is certainly
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nothing wrong with using your money to give yourself a better life, but when
all we can think of is how to bring more luxuries into our personal lives or
how we can serve ourselves, we have not used our money appropriately.
Self-indulgence, the tendency to do exactly what one wants [especially
when this involves pleasure or idleness] (definition from Oxford Languages
(English Dictionary, Online), is evidence of money deceiving us into thinking
we are the most important thing in our lives instead of God and benefitting others. We can care for ourselves in a manner that is healthy, but when
money leads, we will find we end up caring for ourselves in a manner that is
excessive and unhealthy. If we value our lives on earth more than the lives
we will live once we leave this planet, we are similar to a farm animal given
everything possible to become its best because it was only raised to die for
the benefit of someone else (see “Humans, Not Animals” sidebar).

Humans, Not Animals
If God wanted us to be animals, He would not have made us humans. He never intended for our lives to be valued based upon what someone does with
our remains after we die, so there is no reason for us to spend our lives solely
focused on ourselves.
Where animals have instincts, humans also have instincts plus inspiration.
Where animals process information, humans also process information plus
have intelligence. Humans are not animals, so we must be intentional in living
up to what God created us to be instead of stooping down to the level of those
we are to dominate.

Don’t Let Money Destroy You (5:6)
Money destroys us when we begin attacking the lives of others who do not
deserve our wrath because of our love for money. Why does fighting break
out between those who are supposed to love each other? How does a poor
person end in court with a wealthy person? Why might an undeserving person become the target of an “accident?” How are unspeakable, wrong actions
done each day and becoming more frequent? You guessed it—more often
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than not, the love of money is the reason behind such actions, and it offends
God.
When people choose to love money, there is no limit to what they will
do in order to get more of it. People become obstacles to be moved out of
the way, laws become hurdles to get around, and our morals become snags
we choose to live with when money destroys us. In the most extreme form,
boundaries are completely eliminated and killing someone becomes an option when people are overcome by greed.
We cannot be fooled into thinking such extreme actions will not happen
to us because that is the same thought process others had before they were
overcome by a love for money themselves. If we let it, money can destroy us;
however, if we control money as we should, we will never get close to this
point and money will occupy an appropriate place in our lives.

Implications and Actions
What we do with money matters. How we use our money—good or bad, right
or wrong—shows the condition of our hearts because we put our money behind what we value.
If our actions are benefitting others, meeting our own needs, and glorifying God, we are making wise decisions with our money. If our actions with
money are causing abuse to ourselves, or others, we can choose to make a
change. Money is a tool we should use to bring glory to God, not ourselves.
Living like money is a tool in life and not the tool for life is an important
concept for us to remember.
Our use of money and possessions will always please God when we
choose to bless others with them where they need it when we are able. When
we make our money serve others for their benefit, God will make sure our
money serves us by being a blessing and not a curse.
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Questions
1. Is money the solution to your problems? Why or why not?

2. How do you honor God with the money He has given you?

3. Do you look for ways to bless others with the money and possessions you have?

4. Has money ever made you do something you regret?

5. Who do you know that could benefit from sharing your wealth?

6. What is your pattern of giving to your church? To missions?

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

James 5:7-11

Isaiah 55:8-11

lesson 11
God’s
Waiting Room
MAIN IDEA
Patience is an attitude of the heart.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Do I really trust God with my life?

STUDY AIM
To learn that we must wait on God to go
before us and work it out for us—His timing is always perfect

QUICK READ
The only way patience can be developed is
when we walk through a trial. If you want
patience, you will have to face something
difficult.
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Introduction
Wait on God. This three-word sentence makes for a good sermon title, and
it could even be a thoughtful hashtag for your next social media post on patience. While the word “wait” will not rank high as the favorite word of the
century, adding “on God” spiritualizes it enough to where one can swallow it
like coating medicine with just enough honey. Waiting tastes bitter in a world
and culture that promotes busyness and instant gratification. As believers
who are working through this study on authentic faith, we must be prepared
to practice waiting on God.
God’s timing will almost always require the believer to practice waiting.
Think of the environment of a waiting room: it is usually equipped with magazines, TV’s, motivational art, and an ample supply of clipboards, paperwork,
and writing pens. A waiting room is a holding place where people hold their
breath, wondering if it is their turn to go and see the doctor. How is God’s
waiting room different in a good way? Whereas waiting rooms can make a
person anxious, God’s waiting room is a place of formation where He teaches
His children to wait on Him and His perfect timing.

James 5:7-11
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how
the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for
the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because
the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers
and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!
10
Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering,
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we
count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is
full of compassion and mercy.
7
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Patience as a Lifestyle (5:7-8)
If you ask a child (or even an impatient adult) to wait for something, one
of the most natural questions for him or her to ask is, “How long?” It is one
thing to have to wait, and it is a whole other thing to decide whether or not
waiting is worth the time it will take.
Throughout Scripture, the day of the Lord’s coming is emphasized as the
culminating moment when humanity and the world will be restored to God.
The trick is that no one except God the Father knows when this day will arrive. It makes sense that James opened this section by saying all believers
must practice waiting until the Lord’s coming. It also makes sense that centuries of believers since have asked impatiently, “How long will it take?” We
still do not know the answer to that question, but it is clear that we must
continue to wait until the big day arrives. Patience is a lifestyle.

Agricultural Imagery in the Bible
It is of little surprise that agricultural imagery made its way into James’ letter.
Farming was a common way of life for the societies that made the context
for the collective books of the Bible. As modern culture becomes more and
more urban, it is important to learn about the significance of agriculture in the
Bible. In the early chapters of Genesis, God was shown to be a gardener (Genesis 2:8) who placed Adam in Eden to also garden (Genesis 2:15). Even Jesus
taught using farming imagery, elaborating the most in “The Parable of the
Sower” (Luke 8:5-15). James used agricultural imagery in James 5:7-8 to stress
the patience of the farmer who waits on God’s provision of rain. It stands
unique because instead of simply relating a lesson to agriculture, James focused on God’s provision that comes from patience. All that is made is God’s,
and God knows just what His creation needs, including timing.

Depending on where you live, you may or may not be aware of how farming is a game of timing. A farmer’s crops will be successful or fail based on the
timing and type of weather. Yet even a farmer knows to be patient because
the day of harvest is coming. All the patience will be worth the wait. This is
why James pointed to a local farmer as an example and then said, “You too,
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be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.” Be patient.
Stand firm. We should not be surprised at the first part, but what does “stand
firm” have to do with patience? One way to interpret this is as a resolve. The
believer must resolve in his or her mind to stand firm in the decision to wait
for God. Even when it feels like God is taking too long, and even when every
nerve has been tried, the resolve to wait for God’s timing will keep one from
giving up. The resolve to stand firm begins in the mind.
There is also the physical posture of standing firm, which alludes to the
familiar lyric, “I shall not be moved.” Like a tree that may bend and toss under
pressure, its deep roots will keep the tree grounded. To stand firm and wait
for God as a farmer waits for harvest also has a physical component. The inner decision leads to the physical posture of standing firm, or not letting go
of patience. The discipline of waiting for God will then develop roots that will
anchor the believer both now and, in the years, to come. In the same way, patience is a lifestyle decision. It is a resolve, mentally and physically, to stand
firm and wait for God despite how long it will take for God’s answer.

Patience as Learning (5:9-10)
Do you remember Lesson 6 on “Taming the Tongue”? Verse nine is a direct
reminder that the tongue has powerful potential. In God’s waiting room, it
is easy to get frustrated to the point of bickering. But look a little closer and
notice that this verse was not only speaking against grumbling; it specifically
called believers not to grumble against other brothers and sisters in Christ.
To pursue waiting for God’s perfect timing, we must be careful how we speak
with each other. Waiting is not always an individual practice. Waiting can also
be a communal practice.
In the introduction we mentioned that God’s waiting room is a place of
formation, which means it is a place of learning. While we wait on God, we are
also learning from God. If “patience is an attitude of the heart” as our main
idea says, then our heart’s attitude needs to be learning constantly from God
while we wait. There are many possible lessons to learn, and for some reason
James honed in on this particular lesson: do not grumble against members of
your faith community. Grumbling is divisive and dividing the body of Christ
is deserving of judgment by the Judge, God Himself. Again, remember we
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are called to learn from God as we wait on God; we learn individually about
patience, and we also learn as a community how to be patient together and
with one another.
The previous section revealed the humble farmer as our example to follow. Here it is the prophets of old that we must look to as examples of patience in suffering. Even in their suffering and waiting, they still spoke the
words of God faithfully. This lesson alludes to Isaiah 55:8-11 as a background
text, in which Isaiah reminded his listeners that God’s ways and thoughts are
always higher than ours. Isaiah spoke these words on behalf of God, and as a
prophet he learned and lived these words. Isaiah was a prophet of old whose
example reminds us to be faithful at proclaiming God and speaking God’s
words in the face of suffering.
Isaiah’s call reminds us of the uphill battle a prophet had to live. After
being cleansed by a heavenly being and volunteering to be sent by God, the
voice of the Lord said to him, “Go and tell this people: ‘Be ever hearing, but
never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving’” (Isaiah 6:9). That
was not only uphill; it was an insane task. Isaiah was ignored often by the
very people he was called to speak to, and according to Jewish tradition, he
was also martyred for his call. He is one of our examples to emulate as an example of patience. As the prophets lived and learned patience, we also must
live and learn patience. Thankfully, God is a patient Teacher, who knows just
what we need to learn while we wait on Him.

Patience as Worth Practicing (5:11)
It is challenging to convince someone new to a hobby that practicing is worth
it. From young children to adults, from learning an instrument to honing a
craft, the beginner will pretty much always be eager to play in the big game or
automatically paint his or her masterpiece with only passion and no practice.
People want to be instantly excellent without putting in the work. Wouldn’t
it be nice if we all could be instantly excellent without putting in the work?
The gratification would be great, but we would miss learning the value of
perseverance.
After pointing to the prophets, who were examples of learners and persevering God-followers, James said we consider those who persevered as
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“blessed.” Perseverance is a synonym of determination and pushing through
with urgency. Take into consideration the Lord’s coming that was mentioned
in verse seven, and it is simple to say that believers must persevere in patience (keep on being patient) and be counted as “blessed” for doing so. Perseverance was also mentioned back in James 1:3-4, describing how perseverance is developed by the testing of faith, and how perseverance must reach
the finish line called maturity. If life is the race, and patience is the fuel, then
believers must keep on refueling themselves with patience to stay in the race.
It is worth practicing patience with determination and urgency because you
will get to the finish line.
Since James was speaking to the “twelve tribes” that were scattered, he
knew they would recognize the name of Job as well as his story found in our
Old Testament. Of the forty-two chapters, the strong majority of the book
of Job describes all he persevered through, from losing all he had to gaining
new prosperity. According to James, we should emulate Job as our example
of persevering. And like Job, we will not persevere perfectly: we will mess
up, we will say things wrong, and we will be pushed to our limits. No one in
their right mind will want to experience what Job experienced, but all of us
must look to his example of determined urgency. Keep on waiting for God to
answer. The end of the story probably felt like it took a while to get to from
Job’s perspective, and yet he died a man full of years and full of God’s favor.
It is a blessing to persevere. Patience is worth practicing.
That said, do not miss the final sentence: “The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.” If God were not full of compassion and mercy, Job’s story
would not be worth reading. The Bible is full of real-life stories where God’s
compassion on people makes the stories worth reading. God’s mercy is also
traced throughout the Bible because every story shows how God did not give
people all that they deserved. This is what we all need to know. God does not
just have a supply of these two things; He is FULL (abundantly supplied to
provide) and willing to pour His compassion and mercy on humanity. He will
never run out. This means that no matter what we endure as we persevere in
patience, we can stay determined and urgent because God has what we need
to keep on keeping on. God does not abandon us as we persevere. He calls us
blessed because He pours His abundance on us as we keep on waiting for His
perfect timing.
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Perseverance of the Saints
There is a doctrine adopted by many Christian denominations called the “Perseverance of the Saints,” which has an interesting connection to James 5:11.
Without focusing on additional doctrines that are often associated with this
one, it is interesting to see how this verse speaks to the fact that born-again
Christians will persevere with faith and action until death. The concept is that
despite all circumstances, including suffering, believers will prove their faith by
persevering to the end.

Implications and Actions
For us to develop patience, we must start with the inner decision and move
to the outward action. Patience applies to every facet of life, and it can positively impact all aspects and seasons of life. Why not develop patience where
it matters most (with God), and then be amazed at how developing patience
will foster a more whole living experience? To “walk with God” is the perfect
way to view living life: we walk, we do not run, and we allow God to set the
pace. To get a practical reminder every day, consider adding a walking routine
in your day. Allow some time and space to walk at a slow pace and think about
how this routine might help you grow in patience. Not only might your walk
with God improve, your driving and your attitude toward others might also
improve.
In regard to the question of this lesson (Do I really trust God with my
life?), know without a doubt if you are unwilling to wait for God, you are
proving you do not fully trust God. Running ahead or becoming impatient
with God reveals that you need to battle your pride and trust issues. The most
evident proof you trust God with your life is that you are waiting on God’s
timing instead of forcing your own timeline.
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Questions
1. Who is someone I admire because he or she exhibits patience as a
lifestyle? How is his or her patience obvious to me?

2. How can I grow at waiting for God? Is there a first step I need to
take?

3. What lessons has God taught me while I waited for His timing?

4. Am I quicker to follow my timing, or God’s timing? Why is that?

5. When in my life have I experienced that practicing patience was
worth the result?

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

James 5:12-18

1 Kings 18:42-45

lesson 12
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Introduction
Faith in action places the emphasis and focus on what God does when the believer’s faith is put into action. Faith in action resists the idea that the believer
has any control or power over what is produced. The fact is that faith is only
faith when you walk in it, which means the focus is on believing that God will
come through on His promises. God is the Author of faith. He designed it.
Because of this, and thankfully because God out of His abundance provides
an eternal stream of compassion and mercy, the Christian only stands to gain
from faith that works and is put to work.
This lesson’s elements focus mostly on how faith is put to work through
prayer, and yet believing in God is practiced in additional ways as well. The
common denominator underneath all these ways is that all eyes are on God,
removing focus on the self. To put one’s eyes on the self is an attempt to
make the self god in the one true God’s place. This is what we must resist,
which is why prayer is the practical focus: when a person talks with God, he
or she is reminding himself or herself that God is in the driver’s seat.

James 5:12-18
Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or
by earth or by anything else. All you need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.”
Otherwise you will be condemned.
13
Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy?
Let them sing songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call
the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the
name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other
so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful
and effective.
17
Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that
it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half
years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.
12
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Fulfilling Promises (5:12)
“Above all” relates back to the verses in the previous lesson, when James
mentioned that the scattered believers should practice patience with perseverance instead of grumbling or quitting. Even higher than these exhortations, it was important that the community of believers not usurp authority
or power from God by taking oaths in the name of anything on heaven, earth,
or anywhere else. This comes back to seeing God in the driver’s seat. When
a person says something like, “I swear to God, I will _______,” that person is
trying to guarantee something as if he or she is god. Making such an oath is
useless and baseless. It will only result in unfulfilled promises.
In place of oaths that we are unable to keep, we should instead get back
to the basics of a simple “yes” or “no.” If you find yourself feeling the need to
add more power to your “yes” or “no,” the temptation will be to make an oath.
But the question should be asked, “Why do I feel the need to add more power to my answer? Shouldn’t my simple yes or no be enough?” God Himself
makes promises that He keeps. His “yes” and “no” are proven because He is
God. Considering this, the Christian should follow God’s example by keeping
it simple.
Putting this into action is much more than simply removing swears and
oaths from your conversational repertoire. Faith in action is putting God first,
seeing His power and authority as above and beyond all people and things.
Faith in action means putting full belief in God’s promises, and it also means
pointing people toward God’s promises so they too will put their full belief
in Him. Be decisive on believing, and then be direct by keeping it as simple
as God makes it for us. This will keep you from ever being guilty of usurping
power that belongs to God alone.

Answering Questions (5:13-15)
Now that everyone’s attention is focused directly on God as the source of all
answers, the conversation points to prayer. Every question posed by James
is a question that anyone in his audience—and ours today as well—would
relate to. “Is anyone among you in trouble?” We do not need to add adjectives
to describe what kind of trouble he was asking about. This is generic. Every
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person across time and in every place and circumstance should honestly answer that he or she is in some type of trouble. Self-awareness helps us to
realize that even when things are overall well, there are always pesky troubles
that are in tow. Because this is a question anyone can say yes to, James gave
a universal answer for what we should do: “(You) should pray.”
Prayer is a conversation with God: talking with God and listening to God.
God is not a silent counselor who only listens to our troubles; God’s Spirit is
the Wonderful Counselor who is speaking to us in our troubles if we will only
sit still and listen. So, the directive here is not to only unload our troubles
onto God’s able shoulders; instead, we should also practice prayer as our initial response when troubles come. We should pray immediately. Prayer is not
reserved for when we have tried everything else. In fact, trying everything
else before prayer makes us guilty of trying to take God’s power for ourselves.
To every question, prayer is the first answer. Is prayer your first response, or
are you still making it your last resort?
The second question (“Is anyone happy?”) may not have as universal of
an answer, but hopefully even in the darkest of circumstances all people can
say there is at least some hint of happiness. Regardless, James offered the
best immediate response to happiness: sing songs of praise. To whom? God,
of course. Songs of praise, like prayer, are conversations with God that direct
all glory to God Himself for all He has done. In fact, praise is giving God the
credit for the happiness that we enjoy. Just as you should train yourself to
pray when you encounter trouble, you should also train yourself to praise
God when you encounter happiness. To offer praise to anyone else is another
way to steal from God what is honestly His.
What about sickness? In today’s western culture, sickness applies to
much more than physical ailments. While we cannot be sure what all James
envisioned when he asked this question, we can be sure that the answer to
the question still applies today as it did then. We should ask for prayer. This
question spurred James to dig deeper and elaborate on that answer. Not only
should the sick ask for prayer, but they should also even ask leaders of their
faith community to anoint them (set them apart for healing) in the Lord’s
name, offering the prayer in faith, and seeing God as the Healer and Forgiver.
Wow! Whatever ailments we endure from the physical to the spiritual and
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anything else, we are exhorted to call for others who will partner in prayer
on our behalf.

Anointing Oil
Using anointing oil with prayer is often credited to the reference in James
5:14 where the author said to anoint the sick person “with oil in the name of
the Lord.” This practice is not embraced by all congregations, but it can still be
found in many. There is nothing wrong with anointing the sick as the church
leader sets the sick one apart for healing in the Lord’s name. The problem
comes (as mentioned throughout this lesson) when the prayer puts the focus
on the oil instead of God’s power. This is not a “name it, claim it” verse. This is
a prayer of faith in response to God’s power.

Do you notice a pattern here? For all the questions we might ask or be
asked, we should in knee-jerk-reaction fashion look to God in faith and call
on God for His answer. We do this by praying. This is our faith in action: calling on God first and without hesitation. Whatever actions or reactions come
more naturally, we must ditch them in favor of prayer, both talking with and
listening to Him. He has all the answers.

Offering Prayers (5:16)
We have now arrived at what James was endeavoring to get to. As he wrote
this letter to people scattered across the map, and as he called them to put
their faith in action by prayer, the practical application was made known in
two parts: “confess to each other and pray for each other,” and “God makes
righteous prayer powerful and effective.” These are two complex statements
that deserve much more than an intense glance. In fact, it may be good to
spend a little time meditating on these phrases in this verse. Speak them
out loud with a long pause in between and ponder what these things mean.
Even better, consider how these practical truths might be applied in a modern context.
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Let’s look at the combination of confession and prayer. Protestant Christians will offer little to no resistance to the latter part, but when it comes
to confession, the tone changes. The image of a Catholic parish with private
rooms come to the mind’s eye when hearing the word, “confession.” We must
put this picture away, because it does not at all apply to what James said.
Confession was not put forward here as something between a priest and a
layperson. Confession was a community concept where believers were to be
honest of their sins, admit them to their trusted neighbor and fellow community member, and then pray for one another while also praying for forgiveness and restoration. Confessing is simply admitting something one has
done that has fallen short of God’s perfect standard.

Confession
It is worth noting that churches overall do not tend to practice communal
confession in the congregational setting. While James 5:16 cannot be argued
against, there is still uncertainty as to how this might take place in thousands
of autonomous congregations with no central ecclesial authority outside of
Scripture. For churches to take the first step to healthy confession practices in
the congregation, we must first detach any denominational ties to this practice.
It is also interesting to note that the modern “Baptist Faith and Message” statements are rooted as “confession statements.” Tracing back to the seventeenth
century, these statements were lists of confessions that groups of Baptists
would agree to. Also, the converted believer at baptism will confess Jesus as
his or her Savior. So, the word “confession” has been in Baptist and church vocabulary for centuries, and an embrace of biblical confession of sins in community need not be so foreign of an idea.

Why can we not just jump to prayer? After all, we know that we all sin
and fall short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23). Since we know that, do we really
need to confess when we can just skip to the prayer part? My friend, prayer
without confession is short sighted. Prayer is labor—hard work—that takes
effort and a willingness to pray in discomfort. Confessing shortcomings to a
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trusted sister or brother in Christ is a practice that reminds us that Christ has
forgiven our shortcomings. This also leads to more effective prayer because
your sister or brother in Christ will know how to pray specifically for you.
We cannot afford, nor should we desire less than the needed combination of
shared confession and prayer. The big question is how do we do this?
This leads to powerful and effective prayer, made powerful and effective
because the prayer is given by a righteous believer (someone made right in
God’s eyes by confession and prayer). When we pray without confession in
community, we are neglecting a command of God. When we neglect God’s
commands, we are willingly living in our own unrighteousness. Will such
willing unrighteousness ever result in powerful prayer? No, not ever. As
Christians in these modern times, we need to stop viewing potentially uncomfortable practices as something to be avoided. Instead, we must embrace
them as commands of God that instill God-given power and authority into
our prayers.

Following Examples (5:17-18)
If you will take a look at the background text for this lesson in 1 Kings 18:4245, it will help verses 17-18 come to light in a brighter way. Elijah’s posture
(bent down to the ground, with his face between his knees) shows a very
vulnerable and humble physical state. He declared to an evil king that rain
was coming, but instead of finding rain for himself, Elijah prayed. He sent
his servant to go and look intermittently, until finally after the seventh time
the answered prayer took effect. This same Elijah who prayed so humbly, intently, and righteously, took part in many other powerful signs and wonders
fueled by God’s power. He was no small character in God’s big story.
This makes verse 17’s opening sentence laughable to us, just as it probably did for James’s audience: “Elijah was a human being, even as we are.” Now
we know Elijah was not divine in any way, and certainly he was flesh and bone
as we are. But he was a human just like us? Not so much. James added that
Elijah prayed it would not rain and it did not, and then years later he prayed
it would rain and it did. Can any of us relate to this? No, not in our wildest
dreams. But this is where James was making his case for faith in action: if
you will put your faith in God, pray righteously in God’s name, your faith
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in action will result in God’s power and effectiveness. This is a promise not
limited to the prophets of old. God’s power and effectiveness are standing at
the ready, as God watches to see who will put their faith in action so he will
unleash what He has ready. Elijah is one example. Will you be the next?

Implications and Actions
Faith in action always points to God as the all-powerful and in-authority God
of all. There is no room for any other. We either choose faith in God, or we
do not. We must be careful as we live that we do not attempt, by intention or
ignorance, to ever give prayer or praise to anyone other than our Lord. Prayer
matters, but Who we pray to matters so much more. In American culture,
a popular word that is associated with prayers is “thoughts,” but offering
“thoughts” instead of prayers reveals that who we are praying to is not God.
Once you make the decision to put your trust and faith in God, the most
obvious way to practice these is to talk with God. Remember that prayer is a
conversation with God that involves equal parts talking and listening. In all
questions and circumstances, the believer should automatically make prayer
the first response, not the last resort. As you grow in communal confession
and prayer, these prayers will become all the more powerful and effective
because of God’s power and promises. Be careful that you are doing all God
commands so you will not limit how powerful prayer can be.

Questions
1. Why must I make every effort to make sure God is in the driver’s
seat of my life?
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2. When good things and bad things happen, what tends to be my first
response? How do these need to change?

3. Is prayer supposed to be easy or hard work? Why?

4. How can I practically live out confession and prayer in my faith
community?

FOCAL TEXT

BACKGROUND

James 5:19-20

Matthew 18:10-14

lesson 13
Our Rescue
Mission
MAIN IDEA
Living the Christian life is difficult, if not
impossible, without help.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Who do I know that needs a rescue?

STUDY AIM
To understand that everyone is precious
and valuable in the family of God

QUICK READ
The church needs Godly, spiritual people
to help those who have wandered away.
Not to bring them back to church, but to
bring them back to Jesus.

BIBLE
STUDY
GUIDE
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Introduction
These two verses that essentially make up one long sentence may seem like an
abrupt ending to a book of the Bible that has covered a large theme by many
means. Unlike the letters of Paul and Peter in the New Testament, James
comes off as more of a treatise as opposed to a personal letter. The greeting
is brief, and the ending could appear as non-existent since there is no benediction. James’ words were practical teachings meant to stir the scattered
believers to action and considering this these closing words make sense.
Since much has been said about the needs of others in community, the
final question is what should we do about those who have wandered away
from the faith community? Those who have abdicated their responsibility
leave the faithful ones to consider how they should treat these who have left.
Rather than advocate abandonment, James simply reminded his readers that
finding and returning the lost back to the fold is the embodiment of what
Jesus did. As Jesus is the Author of salvation, we as believers may take part
in salvation’s work.

James 5:19-20
My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and
someone should bring that person back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns
a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and cover
over a multitude of sins.
19

Wanderers (5:19a)
James spoke to the community directly in a type of anticipation. He wrote to
these believers pointing out that of the group, perhaps some might one day
wander. There is a perpetual possibility that those who find themselves in
Christian community could find themselves outside of the community. This
is not desirable, but it is possible. With all the possibilities of the world, none
of which are praised, wandering away is always an option. The big question
asked in this lesson is, “Who do I know that needs a rescue?” Pause for a mo-
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ment and ask yourself this question. Who do you know who has been a part
of your faith community, but now has been absent for a bit, for whatever reason? It is not on you or me to give excuses or explanations as to why brothers
and sisters are absent; it is on us to become aware that they are wandering
and are also in need of being led back to the fold.
James also specified the question, asking about those who have wandered “from the truth.” This could point to the extreme of a person who is
labeled as “backslidden,” or having fallen back from the faith as a whole. Wandering gives a nomadic understanding of someone who instead of dwelling
where they should belong has chosen a tent with no foundation. Perhaps this
is a good image to consider when trying to think of who these wanderers
are. They are people who have associated with the Christian faith but lost
their footing or grounding somewhere along the way. With nothing to anchor
them, they wandered off. The next half of the verse helps give an answer as to
whether or not those who wandered off are too far to reach.

Rescuers (5:19b)
Salvation as a word may also be translated as “rescue,” and since Jesus is Savior, He is also the divine Rescuer. So, it may seem curious that this section
be labeled as “Rescuers,” referring to people who might bring wanderers back
to the fold of the faith community. Rather than seeing the role of individual
members as anywhere close to Jesus’ greater role, it is better to see the individual members of the faith community are given the opportunity to take
part in Christ’s saving work. Jesus does the saving, and His people get to take
part in what He delegates to them. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who hears
the voice of His sheep, and His sheep provide community for one another in
a way that they live alongside each other, and even keep each other accountable.
The background text for this lesson is Matthew 18:10-14, and it speaks to
Jesus’ “Parable of the Lost Sheep.” Looking closer to Jesus’ teaching gives a
great deal of insight into this portion of James 5:19. The story itself began by
talking about children, the most vulnerable and overlooked portion of society in Jesus’ time. Even today, this point is relatable in many ways. So, Jesus
spoke to the hundred head of sheep in this story, whom the owner cared for
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each one so much that he left the ninety-nine to retrieve one that wandered
off. “And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one sheep than
about the ninety-nine that did not wander off” (Matthew 18:13). This speaks
volumes to James’ closing verses. The shepherd who finds, rescues, and restores the one wandering sheep is happier about this than the ninety-nine
secured in the fold.

Leaving the Ninety-Nine
Looking to Matthew 18:10-14 and connecting its parable to James’ conclusion reveals something about modern churches. In today’s context, the role
of the pastor (which is rooted in shepherding) is often seen as taking care
of the people within the church (or the sheep within the fold). Jesus, on the
other hand, spoke to leaving those within in order to pursue the one on the
outside. How would modern churches respond to pastors who would “leave
the ninety-nine”?

Taking part in Jesus’ rescuing effort should be the joy of every member
of the ninety-nine. There should not be any hint of jealousy or judgment.
Rather, the attitude of the rescued ones should be to pursue all those wandering away so they may also experience rescue. Jesus closed His story in
Matthew 18:14 by saying, “…Your Father in heaven is not willing that any of
these little ones should perish.” As God is unwilling to let wanderers remain
as outcasts, God’s people should also be unwilling to let wanderers remain as
outcasts. They must take active part in reaching the wanderers as rescuers
who happily restore those who have fallen away and those who have always
been lost. James left us no doubt, as did Jesus, that rescuers are needed as
long as there are wanderers.

What’s At Stake (5:20)
The aim of this lesson is “to understand that everyone is precious and valuable in the family of God.” Verse 20 stresses what is at stake in the wanderer-rescuer dialogue of the previous verse. People are at stake. Humans made
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in God’s very image, all of whom Jesus gave His life for and resurrected for,
are at stake. This also brings us as modern readers to ask the greater question
of what the author felt was at stake. From start to finish, James offered practical life applications for practicing authentic faith in Christ. This book of the
Bible is all about drawing people to Christ, moving from facing various trials
to turning sinners from the error of their ways. James wrote in order to move
people from where they were to where they needed to be (and also to whom
they needed to become more like).

Salvation
Soteriology is the theology of salvation. It has always focused on the need
for all people to be rescued from evil and sin, as well as the solution found in
Jesus Christ as the ultimate Savior. The need has been here since the fall of
humankind in the Garden of Eden. The solution is what makes soteriology the
doctrine that it is. An even more simple word for salvation is “rescue,” when
a person needing rescue is saved by someone able to rescue. This can be
worked out as simple as a vulnerable person in the water who is drowning,
and it culminates to the sinner who is vulnerable and in need of rescue. In
these final two verses of James, it is clear that rescue is fleshed out in a way
to show that while Jesus Christ is always the solution to the need, Jesus’ followers are also granted the opportunity to take part in salvation’s story. The
world needs a robust soteriology, which is embodied robustly by Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.

Dissecting this verse reveals several things of value within the overall
big idea. First of all, sinners will be turned from the error of their ways when
they are rescued. Sin must be recognized once again as what separates people
from God. Left to our own devices, we as humans fall prey to lifestyles of sin
when we are not turned from the error of our ways. On one side, we all need
a Savior who will rescue us, and that Savior is Jesus Christ. On the other side,
we also need other rescued ones to help us know about the error of our ways,
who will also point us to the Savior. For the sinner, what is of value is rescue.
For the believer, what is of value is the Great Commission. Once a person who
is living in sin’s lifestyle is made aware that the alternative way (Jesus Christ)
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is available, that person is faced with a decision and opportunity to repent.
When they turn, which is the meaning of repentance, they will be rescued by
Jesus.
Another vital point is the sinner will be rescued from death. By death,
James was certainly meaning much more than physically expiring. He was
referring to eternal death away from God’s presence, which is the result of
a person dying in their sin. This brings eternity to the forefront of the conversation. When a sinner is turned from sin to salvation, eternity becomes
a much more hopeful promise. Again, we see that the rescued ones who already have eternal hope in Jesus Christ have a responsibility to share the
good news, so those without hope may choose hope as they choose salvation.
The word “rescue” is emphasized again as Jesus literally saves the repentant
sinner from death and gives that person life. This should fuel an urgent feeling in believers to be rescuers of those whose eternity is bleak.
The final phrase that closes the verse is, “and cover over a multitude of
sins.” Oftentimes in evangelistic circles, the emphasis of salvation is seeing
eternity as only heaven or hell. Yet James concluded with the forgiveness
or “covering” of a multitude of sins. For the person who is living a practical,
authentic life, that person knows that the “getup” in their step is possible because his or her sins have been forgiven. Forgiveness, that is offered to all, is
made possible by Jesus when a person moves from sinner to saved and allows
that person to walk in his or her salvation. A wonderful phrase on this subject
is described in Psalm 32:1: “Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.” The forgiven walk in a new way, a blessed way,
a way that is freedom from walking previously in sin. A person’s walk and
lifestyle are at stake, and freedom to walk and live in Christ is made possible
by the forgiveness that comes when Jesus rescues a sinner.
Tying this all together, we can see that these final two verses are in fact
not an abrupt ending, nor are they insignificant due to their brevity. Christians who walk in the forgiveness of sins, in the hope for eternity, and in the
direction of salvation must recognize their greatest opportunity. Christians
in the community must be actively looking for wanderers with the prospect
of introducing them to Jesus so they may be rescued. James said, “Remember.” Do not forget this as you strive at living authentic faith.
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Implications and Actions
The clearest directive we can take today as modern Christians is to go and
be the “rescuers” of wanderers and those who are lost, just as Jesus is the
Rescuer of humanity. Once again, we see that practicing authentic Christian
faith is to emulate Jesus Christ who is our Authentic Faith. To do this, we
must become aware of those who are wandering, keeping an eye out for them
so we may approach them with the same love and intention as Jesus. It is
important to note that salvation is available for all.
Something that is helpful for those who have been rescued is to consider and remember what it was like before salvation. Those who have already
been turned from sin, saved from death, and have had their sins covered by
Jesus need to be reminded of what it was like when these things were not the
case. Remembering has roots that go back to the Old Testament when the
Hebrew people would recite stories of what it was like in slavery in Egypt, and
then they would remember that God was the One who delivered them. Today,
those inside the fold of God’s faith community should also remember what it
was like to be a wanderer and remember that Jesus (the Rescuer) will deliver
others as He delivered them.

Questions
1. Who do you know who has wandered away from the truth? Did they
return?

2. What are the benefits of helping rescue and return those who have
left the faith community?
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3. Are there stories in the Bible that help emphasize the need for
rescuers to play a part in the lives of those who have wandered
away from Christianity? How do these stories help us know how to
respond?

4. How can you guard myself so you will not lose your grounding in
faith?

5. Do you require an attitude change in order to be a participating
rescuer? How will you begin to change your attitude?
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Prayer for this Study

Words Matter
“But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason,
full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere” (James 3:17, ESV).
Father,
You are a great God, and You are to be praised greatly. I will magnify and exalt
Your name and Your praise shall continually be on my lips. I will joyfully sing
praises and speak of Your loving kindnesses.
Lord, in the book of James, it says to be a doer of the Word, not merely a hearer.
Lord, Your Word instructs me to speak from Godly wisdom, to rely on the Holy
Spirit to control, and keep a tight rein on my tongue. James warned that even
though my tongue is a small part of my body, it can bring much destruction just
as a forest fire can spread and destroy all that is in its path. Oh God, give me the
power in my life to use my words to glorify You. Please forgive me, Lord, for the
many times I have spoken impulsively without consideration of the consequences of my words. I confess to You, Oh God, that many times my words have been
spoken in gossip, anger, bitterness, jealousy, or selfishness, without considering
the feelings of others.
Lord, Your Holy Word tells me in Ephesians to only speak wholesome words that
encourage others and meet their needs. Lord, I pray that the intent and tone of
my words will be words of love, gentleness, and graciousness. Help me to develop
the ability to listen and hear what others are saying and to treat them with dignity and honor. May I be quick to offer words of encouragement and inspiration
that leads to Godliness. May I speak with grace, love, kindness, and a non-judgmental spirit.
Lord, my prayer is the words of Psalm 19:14, “Let the words of my mouth and
the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my
redeemer.” Fill me each day with Your Spirit as I surrender and yield to You and
Your Holy Word, knowing that my speech reflects my heart. By Your mighty power, Lord, keep my lips from speaking evil or deceit. May I be vigilant in speaking
biblical truth with compassion and courage. May my words give life and hope to
others and glorify Your Holy name. Help me Lord, to forgive my offender and to
use my words to restore broken relationships. My prayer, Oh Lord, is that my
words will convey the love of Jesus to all I encounter.
In the strong name of Jesus,
Amen
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Our Next New Study
(Available to use beginning December 2021)

Jesus Storyteller

Timeless Truths From His Parables
A Study of Luke

Parables are stories that contain additional truth below the surface. In
other words, the parable appears to be a simple story but has several layers
of truth associated with it. Jesus used parables to relate to the people living
2000 years ago but these stories are timeless truths and still apply just as
powerfully to us today.
When you hear the truth of Jesus in story form, you will not soon forget
it. This practical study of the parables recorded in the Gospel According to
Luke explains the personal impact of the words of Jesus. Hidden beneath the
surface of every parable of Jesus is truth that can change your life. This study
examines the world’s greatest stories from the world’s greatest Storyteller
and explains the central teachings of Christianity in a simple way that everyone can understand. If you need to be inspired, challenged, and encouraged,
this study on some of Jesus’ most beloved parables is for you.
Lesson 1

Parties, Patches, and Wineskins

Luke 5:33-39

Lesson 2

How to Build a Storm-Proof Life

Luke 6:46-49

Lesson 3

How to Cultivate a Teachable Heart

Luke 8:1-15

Lesson 4

Love—Like a Good Neighbor

Luke 10:25-37

Lesson 5

Prayer That Just Won’t Quit

Luke 11:5-13

Lesson 6

A Fool’s Formula for Failure

Luke 12:13-21
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Lesson 7

Why Do Good People Suffer?

Luke 13:1-9

Lesson 8

Excuses: The Skin of a Reason
Stuffed With a Lie

Luke 14:12-24

Lesson 9

What Makes Heaven Happy?

Luke 15:1-10

Lesson 1

What Is God Really Like?

Luke 15:11-24

Lesson 1

How Much Can God Trust You?

Luke 16:1-18

Lesson 12

The Peril of Proud Praying

Luke 18:9-14

Lesson 13

Use It or Lose It

Luke 19:11-27

Christmas

The Surprising Truth About God

Luke 20:9-19
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