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The First Testament 
Why is this series called “The First Testament”? Words often communicate unintentional 
messages. While we have called the testaments “Old” and “New” for centuries, these 
labels have had an unfortunate consequence: for many, the word “old” conveys the 
ideas of irrelevance and being outdated. Nothing could be farther from the truth! Paul 
wrote, “Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the 
Scriptures give us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to 
be fulfilled.” Romans 15:4 (NLT). When he wrote this, he was speaking of the Old 
Testament! Perhaps a better set of titles would be the “First” and “Second” testaments; 
together they give us the message of hope! The First Testament, two-thirds of the Bible, 
gives us the foundation from which Christ fulfills God’s will! 

How to Use 
The intent of this series is to be primarily a discussion-based study of the First 
Testament. Because ancient writings and cultures can be hard to identify with, the 
format is set up with passages of scriptures, some clarifying explanation and/or 
backstory, and directed questions. The goal is for students to process the information 
and come to conclusions through interaction, making it far more memorable. 

While the study could be led with minimal preparation, it will be more effective if the 
leader has read through the passages of scripture and become familiar with the stories 
and the meanings behind them ahead of time. Modify it as needed to fit your group! 

Author 
Matthew McNutt has been a youth pastor for 18 years, an author and a speaker. He and 
his wife, Heather, have four sons and live in Delaware. You can find him on his blog at 
www.MatthewMcNutt.com, as well as on Facebook, Instagram and whatever other 
social media platforms will horrify his children with his participation. 

Copyright  
All rights reserved. No part of this curriculum may be reproduced in any form by any 
electronic or mechanical means including photocopying, recording, or information 
storage and retrieval without permission in writing from the author. 

Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living 
Translation, copyright ©1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by 
permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights 
reserved. 
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Hosea 
• Genre: Prophecy 

• Written:  755-715 B.C. 

• Author: Hosea 

Hosea is the first of the twelve minor prophets, an explosive entry in the First 
Testament’s prophetic works. A young prophet required to marry a prostitute unfaithful to 
him? Decades of prophecy of judgement to a nation who refuses to listen or repent? It 
is, at times, a dark and troubling entry in scripture. At the same time, Hosea contains 
powerful messages relevant today on the dangers of allowing idols in our lives, the need 
to use leadership and influence for God’s honor, the importance of being intentional with 
our actions, and most importantly, an incredible look at God’s limitless love.  

The evidence points to Hosea being the author of the book of Hosea; most likely writing 
it in pieces over the years of his ministry (755-715 B.C.). It is a message he would have 
spoken to the people of Israel and then recorded later. It was written before Israel was 
conquered by Assyria – the coming judgment promised throughout the book.  

Hosea’s marriage to Gomer has triggered debate over the years. Was it simply a 
parable? Did Gomer play the part to communicate the point while remaining faithful to 
Hosea? The shocking nature of the story makes it hard to read, however the way the 
passages are written seem to leave little room for alternate explanations; it was a 
prophetic sign exactly as described. Like other prophets, Hosea engaged “in shocking 
and otherwise inexplicable behavior in order to make his point for his audience.”  1

Study Overview 
• Week 1, Love Story? (Hosea 1-3) 

The dangers of not having God first, the beauty of God’s unlimited forgiveness. 

• Week 2, Deadly Leadership (Hosea 4:1-6:3) 

The call and importance of using influence and leadership for God. 

• Week 3, The Whirlwind (Hosea 6:4-10:15) 

Plant sin, reap the whirlwind. Plant righteousness and raise a beautiful harvest. 

• Week 4, Healing Love (Hosea 11-14) 

There is no life too far gone to be out of reach of God’s love and forgiveness. 

Resource Ideas 

	NIV	Archaeological	Study	Bible	(Grand	Rapids,	MI:	Zondervan,	2005),	Kindle	locaFon	76465.1
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Videos that could be used with any of the lessons:  

• The Bible Project: The Book of Hosea, https://youtu.be/kE6SZ1ogOVU 

• Hosea, Prophet to Israel [for younger groups], https://youtu.be/MY05XI67ets  

• What Is Unique About the Book of Hosea? https://youtu.be/1Yu6R54Kxu4  
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Week One | Love Story? | Hosea 1-3 
Goal 
The goal for students is two-fold; first, to introduce Hosea and his world to students, as 
well as create ways for them to put themselves in Hosea’s shoes. Secondly, understand 
the danger of letting other things compete for the love God deserves, as well as make 
clear God’s unlimited forgiveness. 

Introduction 
Introduce this week’s topic with Taylor Swift’s music video, “Love Story.” Hosea’s story 
with Gomer is a strange one at best. Use this video to get the group thinking about what 
an ideal love story is like before diving into the story of Hosea and Gomer. 

Taylor Swift, Love Story (3:57) https://youtu.be/8xg3vE8Ie_E 

Discuss 
• Why has this music video gotten over 500 million views? What is it that makes it 

so popular? 

• When you hear the words “love story,” what comes to mind? Why? 

• What is your favorite love story? 

Background 
Hosea is a challenging book for modern readers. Written around 2700 years ago during 
the time of the divided kingdom, it is a mix of ancient poetry and narrative. Hosea’s 
ministry was primarily focused on the northern kingdom of Israel and its capital, 
Samaria. Hosea was a young man, most likely around 17-19 years old, when the book 
begins.  The story opens with him marrying Gomer at a time when the average marrying 2

age for men was the mid to late teen years. 

One of the sins God’s people were committing was a mixing of religions; they claimed to 
follow God, but they also worshipped false gods, and were even combining the different 
religions together – essentially picking and choosing what they liked from each religion. 

Hosea’s Call 
Hosea 1:2 (NLT) 
2 When the Lord first began speaking to Israel through Hosea, he said to him, “Go and 
marry a prostitute, so that some of her children will be conceived in prostitution. This will 
illustrate how Israel has acted like a prostitute by turning against the Lord and 
worshiping other gods.” 

	James	Limburg,	Hosea-Micah	(Louisville,	KY:	Westminster	John	Knox	Press,	2011),	4.2
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Observe 
The word translated “prostitute” could also be translated “promiscuous woman.”  Either 3

way, Hosea was to marry a woman whose faithfulness to him would be in question, 
making the question of who the father of their children was less than certain. 

Discuss 
• What is your initial reaction to this passage? Why? 

• This appears to be God’s first command to Hosea; what do you think went 
through Hosea’s mind as he heard this? 

• Hosea may have been around the age of the average 11th-12th grade student 
today; how would you respond if you were him? 

• What does this opening verse tell us about how God feels about His children 
worshipping other gods? Is it a good comparison? Why or why not? 

Hosea & Gomer’s Children 
Hosea 1:3-9 (NLT) 
3 So Hosea married Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she became pregnant and 
gave Hosea a son. 4 And the Lord said, “Name the child Jezreel [Jezreel means “God 
plants” ], for I am about to punish King Jehu’s dynasty to avenge the murders he 4

committed at Jezreel. In fact, I will bring an end to Israel’s independence. 5 I will break 
its military power in the Jezreel Valley.” 

6 Soon Gomer became pregnant again and gave birth to a daughter. And the Lord said 
to Hosea, “Name your daughter Lo-ruhamah—‘Not loved’—for I will no longer show love 
to the people of Israel or forgive them. 7 But I will show love to the people of Judah. I will 
free them from their enemies—not with weapons and armies or horses and charioteers, 
but by my power as the Lord their God.” 

8 After Gomer had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she again became pregnant and gave birth to a 
second son. 9 And the Lord said, “Name him Lo-ammi—‘Not my people’—for Israel is 
not my people, and I am not their God. 

Discuss 
• Jezreel was the name of a city where terrible violence had taken place; it would 

be like naming a child after the site of a mass shooting. What would it be like to 
be these children growing up with these names? 

	Duane	A.	GarreV,	The	New	American	Commentary:	Hosea,	Joel	(Nashville,	TN:	B&H	Publishing	Group,	1997),	51.3

	J.	Gordon	McConville,	Exploring	the	Old	Testament:	A	Guide	to	the	Prophets	(Downers	Grove,	IL:	Intervarsity	4

Press,	2016),	140.

 7



• Jezreel is a reminder of a time when the evil king Ahab murdered the godly and 
promoted Baal worship. What does this say about Israel during Hosea’s time? 

• What do the names of Lo-ruhamah and Lo-ammi tell us about God’s response to 
Israel’s unfaithfulness? 

• If God told you to give your children these kinds of names, what would you say? 
How would you feel about it? 

• While the first child is described as giving “Hosea a son,” the other two are vague 
which suggests that they were not Hosea’s children, rather, they were the result 
of unfaithfulness. What feelings and challenges would Hosea have raising them? 

• What do these names tell us about God’s view of mixing idol worship with 
following Him? How has this changed or expanded your understanding of God? 

Israel’s Hope 
Hosea 1:10-11 (NLT) 
10 “Yet the time will come when Israel’s people will be like the sands of the seashore—
too many to count! Then, at the place where they were told, ‘You are not my people,’ it 
will be said, ‘You are children of the living God.’ 11 Then the people of Judah and Israel 
will unite together. They will choose one leader for themselves, and they will return from 
exile together. What a day that will be—the day of Jezreel—when God will again plant 
his people in his land. 

Observe 
The pattern throughout the book of Hosea, as well as prophetic books of the Bible in 
general, is a simple one; the prophet brings to light the failure and sin, the resulting 
judgement, followed by a note of hope. Despite Israel’s consistent pattern of being 
unfaithful to God, God’s faithfulness to His covenant remains consistent. From the first 
chapter to the last, this is true of the book of Hosea as well. 

Discuss 
• Hosea’s prophecy reminds the listeners to the promise made to Abraham 

(Genesis 22:17); what does this tell us about God’s promises? 

• Did the people of Israel deserve forgiveness? Why or why not? 

• What do we learn about the nature of salvation from Hosea 1:10-11? 

• How do we see God’s justice and mercy displayed in Hosea 1:2-11? 

The Story Continues 
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Hosea 2 is jarring poetry describing in vivid detail Israel’s betrayal, yet, the poem 
concludes with God winning back His love and transforming her into something beautiful 
again. Hosea 3 resumes the narrative from Hosea’s perspective. 

Hosea 2:2-5a, 14, 19-20, 22b-23 (NLT) 
2 “But now bring charges against Israel—your mother—for she is no longer my wife, and 
I am no longer her husband. Tell her to remove the prostitute’s makeup from her 
face and the clothing that exposes her breasts. 3 Otherwise, I will strip her as naked as 
she was on the day she was born. I will leave her to die of thirst, as in a dry and barren 
wilderness. 4 And I will not love her children, for they were conceived in prostitution. 
5a Their mother is a shameless prostitute and became pregnant in a shameful way.” 

14 “But then I will win her back once again. I will lead her into the desert and speak 
tenderly to her there.” … 19 “I will make you my wife forever, showing you righteousness 
and justice, unfailing love and compassion. 20 I will be faithful to you and make you 
mine, and you will finally know me as the Lord.” … 22b “And they in turn will 
answer, ‘Jezreel’—‘God plants!’ 23 At that time I will plant a crop of Israelites and raise 
them for myself. I will show love to those I called ‘Not loved.’ And to those I called ‘Not 
my people,’ I will say, ‘Now you are my people.’ And they will reply, ‘You are our God!’” 

Hosea 3:1, 4-5 (NLT) 
1 Then the Lord said to me, “Go and love your wife again, even though she commits 
adultery with another lover. This will illustrate that the Lord still loves Israel, even though 
the people have turned to other gods and love to worship them.” 

4 This shows that Israel will go a long time without a king or prince, and without 
sacrifices, sacred pillars, priests, or even idols! 5 But afterward the people will return and 
devote themselves to the Lord their God and to David’s descendant, their king. In the 
last days, they will tremble in awe of the Lord and of his goodness. 

 Discuss 
• How does the poetry of Hosea 2 bring to life the betrayal God felt? Is the 

comparison to a cheating spouse accurate? Why or why not? 

• Despite the hurt, God’s intention is to win back His people. What do you learn 
about God’s love in Hosea 2? 

• God redeems the names of Hosea’s children, bringing hope where there was 
once pain. In what ways would their names have become reminders of healing 
instead of pain? 

• Have you seen God take something painful and redeem it? What was that like? 

• What is God’s desire for Israel’s future? Why? 
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Going Deeper 
The story of Hosea and Gomer is a shocking one. The idea that God would require 
Hosea to be a living example of Israel’s unfaithfulness and the pain it caused is a hard 
one to process. Use it as an opportunity to go deeper and challenge students to find 
ways to connect the story to their own lives. 

• What kind of man was Hosea? How was he able to go along with the years of 
being a living example of God’s hurt at Israel’s unfaithfulness? Would you have 
been able to do it? Why or why not? 

• Hosea’s pain and feelings of betrayal mirrored God’s pain and feelings of 
betrayal. No other prophet was called to illustrate God’s message in such a way. 
How does Hosea’s story bring to life God’s desire for faithfulness? 

• Israel was unfaithful to God by giving their love to other idols; in their case these 
idols were false gods. What idols compete for our affection today? 

• What does Hosea 1-3 teach us about God’s feelings about the things that 
compete for our love? How can we stay faithful to God? What does that look like 
in our modern culture? 

• How does the story of Hosea and Gomer give us hope? 

• Hosea’s children’s names were transformed from reminders of failure to 
reminders of God’s salvation. Have you had a moment in your life that was 
transformed from failure to salvation? What was that like? 

Close in Prayer 
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Week Two | Deadly Leadership | Hosea 4:1-6:3 
Goal 
The goal for students is two-fold; first, to understand how the religious and political 
leaders of ancient Israel abused their authority. Secondly, for students to recognize and 
use their leadership and influence for God today. 

Introduction 
Introduce this week’s topic with the following scene from the 2002 movie “The 
Emperor’s Club.” It is a movie about a headstrong student who clashes with dedicated 
professor. Use it to underscore the value of knowledge and taking the time to know the 
Bible. Clip should be previewed to determine whether the video is appropriate for your 
context; at 1:52, the student does a rude gesture. 

The Emperor’s Club, “Stupid Lasts Forever” (2:59) https://youtu.be/_neu5UcGU3I 

Discuss 
• Why might the student think the lessons being taught are unimportant? 

• The professor tells the student that “stupid lasts forever.” What is the message he 
is trying to communicate? Do you agree with him? Why or why not? 

• Why is knowledge valuable? Why is it important? Why can it be hard to pursue? 

• God tells us to study His word (2 Timothy 2:15); why is important to know the 
Bible? What are ways that you try to increase your knowledge of God? 

Background 
Hosea 4 opens with a figurative lawsuit against Israel; Hosea uses a legal metaphor to 
bring charges against the nation from God for having broken the covenant, disobeying 
its commands and ignoring its principles. These chapters focus on the failure of the 
power holders; the priests, prophets, kings and officials. Using the parent/child 
relationship as an example, the Israelites are portrayed as a son who has betrayed his 
father. 

The Case Against Israel 
Hosea 4:1-3 (NLT) 
1 Hear the word of the Lord, O people of Israel! The Lord has brought charges against 
you, saying: “There is no faithfulness, no kindness, no knowledge of God in your land. 
2 You make vows and break them; you kill and steal and commit adultery. There is 
violence everywhere—one murder after another. 3 That is why your land is in mourning, 
and everyone is wasting away. Even the wild animals, the birds of the sky, and the fish 
of the sea are disappearing. 
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Observe 
There are three primary charges against the leaders of Israel. The first is a lack of 
faithfulness; in this context, God is saying there is no one who is trustworthy. The 
second is a lack of kindness; the Hebrew word hesed is used here, which means 
“steadfast love” or “loving kindness.”  This kindness is expressed in good deeds for God 5

and others. The third charge is a lack of knowledge of God; this is a theological failure. 
The priests were responsible for teaching the people about God, but they had failed in 
that responsibility and the result was a nation who did not know God. 

Discuss 
• What do these verses tell us about ancient Israel? 

• If God were to make a case against our nation today, what charges would He 
bring against us? Why? 

• Why is faithfulness, or trustworthiness, such an important virtue? Why does God 
call out their lack of faithfulness? 

• Why is kindness so important to God? Would you want to live in a nation without 
kindness? Why or why not? 

• Their lack of knowledge about God was a sin. Have you heard the saying, 
“ignorance is no excuse”? Is it fair for God to be angry at their lack of knowledge? 
Why or why not? 

• Which of these three areas - faithfulness, kindness, knowledge – do you need to 
work on? Which is the most difficult to work on? Explain. 

Failure of the Priests 
Hosea singles out the priests and their sinful failure. Over the course of chapter four he 
spells out their failure: they have mixed with priests of false religions, they refuse to 
follow or teach God’s laws, they use the sacrifices to profit themselves instead of 
connecting the people with God, they have allowed the women to become temple 
prostitutes for pagan religions and have allowed the men to go to them. Here is a 
portion of God’s charge against the priests:  

Hosea 4:6-9 (NLT) 
6 “My people are being destroyed because they don’t know me. Since you priests refuse 
to know me, I refuse to recognize you as my priests. Since you have forgotten the laws 

	James	Limburg,	Hosea-Micah	(Louisville,	KY:	Westminster	John	Knox	Press,	2011),	16.5
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of your God, I will forget to bless your children. 7 The more priests there are, the more 
they sin against me. They have exchanged the glory of God for the shame of idols.”  

8 “When the people bring their sin offerings, the priests get fed. So the priests are glad 
when the people sin! 9 ‘And what the priests do, the people also do.’ So now I will punish 
both priests and people for their wicked deeds.” 

Discuss 
• It is shocking to think that God’s chosen people were living in this way; how do 

you think they got there? 

• In what ways are the priests demonstrating a lack of faithfulness, kindness and 
knowledge of God? Why is this so offensive to God? 

• How are the people being destroyed because of the priests’ actions? 

• God declares that both the priests and the people will be punished; how do you 
feel about this? Explain. 

• How can the people be at fault for not being taught correctly? 

• What are the dangers for believers today that could lead to this same condition? 

• Some suggest today that it doesn’t matter what you worship if you are sincere in 
your beliefs; what do these verses tell us about that belief? 

Failure of the Leaders 
Over the course of chapter five, the focus shifts to the failure of the leaders and God’s 
anger with them. This included anyone in authority; the royalty, the government officials, 
the religious leaders – they all had failed. They had participated in idol worship, they 
were corrupt, they were arrogant, and when they began to go to war, they turned to 
pagan gods and pagan nations for help instead of the true God. Here is a portion of the 
charge against those in leadership: 

Hosea 5:1, 9-14 (NLT) 
1 “Hear this, you priests. Pay attention, you leaders of Israel. Listen, you members of the 
royal family. Judgment has been handed down against you. For you have led the people 
into a snare by worshiping the idols at Mizpah and Tabor. 

9 One thing is certain, Israel: On your day of punishment, you will become a heap of 
rubble. 10 “The leaders of Judah have become like thieves. So I will pour my anger on 
them like a waterfall. 11 The people of Israel will be crushed and broken by my judgment 
because they are determined to worship idols. 12 I will destroy Israel as a moth 
consumes wool. I will make Judah as weak as rotten wood. 13 When Israel and Judah 
saw how sick they were, Israel turned to Assyria—to the great king there—but he could 
neither help nor cure them. 14 I will be like a lion to Israel, like a strong young lion to 

 14



Judah. I will tear them to pieces! I will carry them off, and no one will be left to rescue 
them. 

Discuss 
• In what ways can leaders lead people into traps? 

• How do you feel about God’s anger? 

• Hosea 5:11 says they were “determined to worship idols”; why do we become 
determined to pursue something wrong even when we know it’s a mistake? Do 
you have an example? What happened? 

• Normally, the image of God as a lion is a reassuring one; in Hosea 5:14, 
however, it is a terrifying one. How does the image of God as a lion tearing them 
to pieces strike you? Explain. 

• Have you been guilty of not being faithful, kind, or pursuing knowledge of God? 
Do these verses describing God’s reaction change your feelings about the 
importance of those actions? Why or why not?  

Going Deeper 
At its core, being a leader is having influence on others, or even influence on one. Every 
one of us is a leader to someone, whether in an official capacity, or in our everyday 
relationships – a younger sibling, a friend, someone we help. The issue of leadership 
and influence is an important one to God. Together, read Luke 12:48, James 3:1, and 2 
Timothy 2:15, and then answer these questions: 

Discuss  
• Who are some people that you have influence with and/or leadership over? 

• What do these verses tell you about leadership? Explain. 

• Have you seen examples of damaging leadership? Of good leadership? What 
have you learned from them? 

• Why will those who are teachers, or in authority, be judged more strictly? Do we 
see examples of why in Hosea? Explain. 

• 2 Timothy 2:15 is a challenge to a young leader to be intentional with his 
influence and leadership. What are ways that you can be intentional in your 
influence with the people you named? Give examples. 

Hope for the Failed Leader 
Hosea’s words to the leaders of ancient Israel are not all doom and gloom. As horrific as 
their failures were, he ends these passages with a note of hope. For believers today, the 
same promise holds true – we may fail in our leadership or positions of influence, but it 
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does not mean it is our end, or that it is impossible for us to lead for God again. Read 
these closing verses, if you feel torn to pieces because of failure, cling to the hope 
found here: 

Hosea 6:1-3 (NLT) 
1 “Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn us to pieces; now he will heal us. 
He has injured us; now he will bandage our wounds. 2 In just a short time he will restore 
us, so that we may live in his presence. 3 Oh, that we might know the Lord! Let us press 
on to know him. He will respond to us as surely as the arrival of dawn or the coming of 
rains in early spring.” 

Close in Prayer 
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Week Three | The Whirlwind | Hosea 6:4-10:15 
Goal 
The goal for students is two-fold; first, to see how the Israelites time and again rejected 
God in favor of their own wisdom and desires. Secondly, for students to identify ways in 
which they can plant seeds of righteousness in their lives. 

Introduction 
Introduce this week’s topic with Johnny Cash’s music video, “Hurt.” He recorded it in 
2002, shortly before his death. Filmed in his museum, the House of Cash, which had 
been closed for years and was falling apart, it is a powerful statement on the 
fleetingness of life and the world’s pursuits. 

Johnny Cash, “Hurt” (3:51) https://youtu.be/8AHCfZTRGiI 

Discuss 
• What stands out to you about this video? Why? 

• Cash sings, “And you could have it all, my empire of dirt, I will let you down, I will 
make you hurt.” What does this mean? Why does he call it an “empire of dirt”? 

• What are the messages of this song and imagery? What does it say about the 
value of what our world considers successful? 

• At the end he sings about starting again; are their moments in your life you wish 
you could do over? Why or why not? 

Background 
Hosea 8:7a (NLT) 

They have planted the wind and will harvest the whirlwind. 

Hosea 6:4-10:15 is a depressing portion of scripture to dive into. Verse after verse 
describes Israel’s sin and the coming judgment. Every offer of hope up to this point has 
been ignored, every chance to make things right with God has been rejected. The 
people have pursued wealth, status, and false gods. They have become murderers, 
thieves, and prostitutes, selling out all they are to live in the moment. And now, as 
Hosea warns, they will harvest the whirlwind of suffering they planted. 

God’s Heart 
Hosea 6:4-7 (NLT) 
4 “O Israel and Judah, what should I do with you?” asks the Lord. “For your love 
vanishes like the morning mist and disappears like dew in the sunlight. 5 I sent my 
prophets to cut you to pieces—to slaughter you with my words, with judgments as 
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inescapable as light. 6 I want you to show love, not offer sacrifices. I want you to know 
me more than I want burnt offerings. 7 But like Adam, you broke my covenant and 
betrayed my trust. 

Discuss 
• What do we learn about God in these verses? 

• Throughout Hosea, as well as other places in scripture, the relationship between 
God and His people is compared to that of a husband and wife. Knowing that, 
what does that tell us about God’s reaction to their disappearing love? Explain. 

• How do these verses shape our understanding of the sacrificial system? Was the 
purpose of the sacrifices to obtain salvation? If not, what was the purpose? 

• How were they supposed to show love to God? 

• How do we show love to God today? 

• How had they broken the covenant like Adam? Read Genesis 2:16-17, 3:17, and 
Romans 5:12-18; in what ways do these passages bring clarity to Hosea? 

Israel’s Rebellion 
Hosea 7:1-2, 13-15 (NLT) 
1 “I want to heal Israel, but its sins are too great. Samaria is filled with liars. Thieves are 
on the inside and bandits on the outside! 2 Its people don’t realize that I am watching 
them. Their sinful deeds are all around them, and I see them all.” 

13 “What sorrow awaits those who have deserted me! Let them die, for they have 
rebelled against me. I wanted to redeem them, but they have told lies about me. 14 They 
do not cry out to me with sincere hearts. Instead, they sit on their couches and wail. 
They cut themselves, begging foreign gods for grain and new wine, and they turn away 
from me. 15 I trained them and made them strong, yet now they plot evil against me.” 

Observe 
Scattered throughout these chapters are verses like Hosea 7:1 where we see God’s 
sorrow over Israel’s rejection of Him. In Hosea 7:14, it mentions the people cutting 
themselves as part of their worship of these false gods. During ancient times, it was 
believed of pagan gods that they had little to no interest in humanity; many of these 
worship practices included loud wailing, making noise, and injuring themselves, all in a 
desperate attempt to either annoy the gods enough into helping them, or somehow get 
their pity. God was and is unique in that He is described as loving His followers, wanting 
the best for them, and reaching out to them instead of staying distant and hard to reach. 

Discuss 
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• God claims to see all their sinful deeds while expressing His desire to heal them. 
What does this tell us about God? 

• How did Israel think they were deceiving God? In what ways were they fooling 
themselves? 

• In what ways is Hosea 7:1-2 a warning to believers today? How is it a message 
of hope? 

• What might motivate someone to hurt themselves in pursuit of their gods? 

• What reasons would you give to these ancient Israelites for why they should 
follow God; why they don’t need to injure themselves or others for God? 

Israel is a Cow? 
In Hosea 9:10-10:15, Hosea uses several images to remind Israel of what their 
relationship was with God, what it could have been, and what is – and why that warrants 
judgment. In 9:10-17, he compares them to grapes in the wilderness that once 
produced fruit. In 10:1-10, he compares them to a vine that once prospered under the 
Lord. And in the following verses, he compares them to a cow who initially obeyed God 
by planting good seeds, but then rebelled and instead raised a crop of wickedness. 

Hosea 10:11-15 (NLT) 

11 “Israel is like a trained heifer treading out the grain—an easy job she loves. But I will 
put a heavy yoke on her tender neck. I will force Judah to pull the plow and Israel to 
break up the hard ground. 12 I said, ‘Plant the good seeds of righteousness, and you will 
harvest a crop of love. Plow up the hard ground of your hearts, for now is the time to 
seek the Lord, that he may come and shower righteousness upon you.’ 

13 “But you have cultivated wickedness and harvested a thriving crop of sins. You have 
eaten the fruit of lies—trusting in your military might, believing that great armies could 
make your nation safe. 14 Now the terrors of war will rise among your people. All your 
fortifications will fall, just as when Shalman destroyed Beth-arbel. Even mothers and 
children were dashed to death there. 15 You will share that fate, Bethel, because of your 
great wickedness. When the day of judgment dawns, the king of Israel will be 
completely destroyed. 

 Discuss 
• Treading grain was a relatively easy task for a cow; they had a lot of freedom and 

could eat while they worked. Hosea is using the image to point out that Israel 
abused its freedom. Christians today enjoy a lot of freedom; what are the 
dangers and the benefits of this freedom? Explain your answer. 
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• Like Hosea 8:7, where they harvested the whirlwind, the analogy of planting and 
harvesting is used again here. In what ways is this an effective illustration? How 
would you explain it to someone else? 

• Why is it dangerous to trust your own strength (Hosea 10:13)? 

• In what ways do you find yourself trusting your own strength? Why is it hard at 
times to trust God’s strength? 

• How can we be more effective in trusting God’s strength? How can we help each 
other trust God? 

Going Deeper 
The chapters we’ve looked at this week are tragic, emphasizing Israel’s failure over and 
over and the destruction that failure brings about. It’s easy to dismiss these passages 
written thousands of years ago to a long dead group of people, but God preserved them 
for us for a reason. While on the surface we may seem far removed from the ancient 
Israelites, it contains valuable lessons for us today.  

Hosea 10:12 (NLT) 

I said, ‘Plant the good seeds of righteousness, and you will harvest a crop of love. Plow 
up the hard ground of your hearts, for now is the time to seek the Lord, that he may 
come and shower righteousness upon you.’ 

Romans 8:38-39 (NLT) 
38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about 
tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in 
the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Discuss  
• Has there been a time in your life where you trusted in yourself instead of God? 

What happened? What did you harvest?  

• Is there an area of your life that you need to stop pretending God can’t see? 
What do you need to do? How can you plow that ground and plant a new crop of 
righteousness? 

• What does God’s persistence throughout these passages tell us about His love? 

• What does God’s persistence tell us about whether we are ever too broken for 
redemption? How does Romans 8:38-39 add to this understanding? 
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• God sees everything we do; what can you do this week to live more transparently 
before God? 

Close in Prayer  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Week Four | Healing Love | Hosea 11-14 
Goal 
The goal for students is two-fold; first, to finish the study of Hosea and see that God’s 
purpose was to draw the Israelites to Himself; the judgements were tools to restore 
them. Secondly, for students to see God’s desire is a relationship with them regardless 
of their past, as well as His desire to see them grow and experience His righteousness. 

Introduction 
Introduce this week’s topic with the following scene from the 1999 movie, “Brokedown 
Palace.” In the movie, two young women are caught smuggling drugs in their luggage – 
viewers know that it was a young man they met who placed the drugs in their luggage. 
Unfortunately, without realizing it because it was written in another language, the one 
young woman signed a confession. Faced with decades of prison time, the second 
young woman finds a way to take both their punishments. 

Brokedown Palace, “Character” (2:10) https://youtu.be/-3KCgSpt3hU 

Discuss 
• Why would she be willing to take on her friend’s prison sentence in addition to 

her own? Especially given that neither of them committed the crime? 

• Why would someone take responsibility for something they didn’t do? 

• Is there someone you would be willing to do this for? Who? Why? 

• What is it about sacrifice for another that we find so moving?  

Background 
Hosea 11-14 brings the book to a close. Where the first ten chapters focused heavily on 
Israel’s sin and God’s judgement – threats of complete destruction with hints of hope 
sprinkled throughout - these chapters take a shift in focus. Israel’s failure is still 
addressed, but God’s faithfulness and love for Israel is the greater focus – a love that 
endures despite their great failure. In chapter 11, God uses the analogy of a father and 
child to explain His love for Israel. 

God as Father 
Hosea 11:1-4, 8-11 (NLT) 
1 “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and I called my son out of Egypt. 2 But the more 
I called to him, the farther he moved from me, offering sacrifices to the images of Baal 
and burning incense to idols. 3 I myself taught Israel how to walk, leading him along by 
the hand. But he doesn’t know or even care that it was I who took care of him. 4 I led 
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Israel along with my ropes of kindness and love. I lifted the yoke from his neck, and I 
myself stooped to feed him. 

8 “Oh, how can I give you up, Israel? How can I let you go? How can I destroy you like 
Admah or demolish you like Zeboiim? My heart is torn within me, and my compassion 
overflows. 9 No, I will not unleash my fierce anger. I will not completely destroy Israel, for 
I am God and not a mere mortal. I am the Holy One living among you, and I will not 
come to destroy. 10 For someday the people will follow me. I, the Lord, will roar like a 
lion. And when I roar, my people will return trembling from the west. 11 Like a flock of 
birds, they will come from Egypt. Trembling like doves, they will return from Assyria. And 
I will bring them home again,” says the Lord. 

Discuss 
• What do these verses reveal about God’s intentions regarding Israel? Why is this 

significant? 

• God has repeated warned of destructive judgement because of their sin; how do 
these verses help us understand His reluctance to do so? 

• These verses are packed with emotion; how many can you identify? What are 
they? What is their source? 

• Have you had moments of anger where you were found yourself choosing to 
show forgiveness instead of blowing up? Why did you change your approach? 

• In verse 9, God says He won’t fully destroy them because He is God “and not a 
mere mortal.” Why does He make this distinction? Why would complete 
destruction be something to expect from a person? What kind of person are you? 
What does this tell us about God? 

• Does God’s statement, “I am God and not a mere mortal,” provide 
encouragement today? Why or why not? 

• Earlier in Hosea, God said He was a lion who would tear them to pieces (Hosea 
5:14); in that instance the imagery of a lion was terrifying. How is the image of a 
lion different in this passage? Why? What does this tell us about God? 

• What would it take for you to offer forgiveness despite horrible offences, as God 
does? How can we help each other display God’s forgiveness? 

Hope for Healing 
While Hosea 12-13 do revisit Israel’s failure to follow God and the looming judgements 
– judgements which will come in the form of rival nations being allowed by God to 
conquer them, Hosea 14 finishes the book with a beautiful promise of healing love. 
God’s covenant with Abraham centuries before will be honored as God promises a 
coming redemption. 
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Hosea 14:1-9 (NLT) 
1 Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for your sins have brought you down. 2 Bring 
your confessions, and return to the Lord. Say to him, “Forgive all our sins and graciously 
receive us, so that we may offer you our praises. 3 Assyria cannot save us, nor can our 
warhorses. Never again will we say to the idols we have made, ‘You are our gods.’ No, 
in you alone do the orphans find mercy.” 

4 The Lord says, “Then I will heal you of your faithlessness; my love will know no 
bounds, for my anger will be gone forever. 5 I will be to Israel like a refreshing dew from 
heaven. Israel will blossom like the lily; it will send roots deep into the soil like the 
cedars in Lebanon. 6 Its branches will spread out like beautiful olive trees, as fragrant as 
the cedars of Lebanon. 7 My people will again live under my shade. They will flourish 
like grain and blossom like grapevines. They will be as fragrant as the wines of 
Lebanon. 

8 “O Israel, stay away from idols! I am the one who answers your prayers and cares for 
you. I am like a tree that is always green; all your fruit comes from me.” 9 Let those who 
are wise understand these things. Let those with discernment listen carefully. The paths 
of the Lord are true and right, and righteous people live by walking in them. But in those 
paths sinners stumble and fall. 

Discuss 
• Even after all their failures and rejections of God, God asks them to return. Why? 

• What is required for the Israelites to be forgiven? What does this tell us about 
God? 

• Hosea 14:3 describes how sin will no longer have control of them; how does 
repentance free us from the control of sin? How does apologizing free us? 

• How does God describe His love for them? What feelings do these verses bring? 

• What does it mean that they will be under God’s “shade” and be “fragrant as the 
wines of Lebanon”? How would you explain those analogies to a friend? 

• What does God mean when He says, “all your fruit comes from me”? What is the 
fruit? Why does it only come from Him? 

• God tells them to stay away from idols; back then, idols were obvious – they 
were literal statues of false gods they would pray to. What idols do we have 
today? What does idol worship look like in our culture? 

• What idols would God tell you to stay away from? Why? 

• What idol can you deal with this week? How? How can others help? 

 26



• Hosea’s closing verse connects wisdom to following God. How does wisdom 
impact our understanding of Hosea’s words? How does wisdom help? How can 
you grow in wisdom? 

• What can you do this week to pursue wisdom? How can others help? 

Going Deeper 
Hosea describes God as a Father to Israel and His love for them, but it also describes 
God passing judgement on them in powerful and, at times, disturbing detail. What is 
going on? Is that how God operated thousands of years ago, but not today? How do we 
understand Hosea in light of what we know now of Jesus? What was God’s purpose? 

Hebrews 12:5-11 (NLT) 
5 And have you forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you as his children? He 
said, “My child, don’t make light of the Lord’s discipline, and don’t give up when he 
corrects you. 6 For the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he 
accepts as his child.” [Proverbs 3:11-12]  

7 As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as his own 
children. Who ever heard of a child who is never disciplined by its father? 8 If God 
doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children, it means that you are illegitimate 
and are not really his children at all. 9 Since we respected our earthly fathers who 
disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our 
spirits, and live forever?  

10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. 
But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. 11 No 
discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a 
peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way. 

Discuss  
• Why does a loving parent discipline their child? What is the purpose? 

• When you were younger and being disciplined, how did you feel about it? Did 
you see any benefit? Are you glad today that you were? Why or why not? 

• What does this passage in Hebrews tell us about God’s purposes in disciplining 
or allowing difficult times to happen to those who are not following Him? 

• Why is sharing in God’s holiness and having a harvest of right living valuable? 
What do these phrases mean? What do they look like practically? 

• What does ending Hosea with Hosea 14 reveal about God’s purposes for the 
Israelites? 
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• What does Hebrews help make clear regarding God’s intent in allowing the 
Israelites to suffer? Was God’s goal to punish them? Why or why not? 

• If God’s desire is to see the Israelite’s follow Him, how do the judgements we’ve 
been reading these past weeks accomplish that goal? Does that mean God’s 
judgements were a punishment course correction? Explain your answer.  

• What kind of discipline have you seen from God in your own life? How did you 
feel about it at the time? How do you feel about it now? 

• Hosea ends with a focus on God’s love for a people that have failed Him over 
and over; how does this bring hope today? 

Close in Prayer
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