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God’s Word to You
A Summary of the Bible

In the beginning, the all-powerful, personal God created the universe.
This God created human beings in His image to live joyfully in His presence,
in humble submission to His gracious authority. But all of us have rebelled
against God and, in consequence, must suffer the punishment of our
rebellion: physical death and the wrath of God.
Thankfully, God initiated a rescue plan, which began with His choosing the
nation of Israel to display His glory in a fallen world. The Bible describes how
God acted mightily on Israel’s behalf, rescuing His people from slavery and
then giving them His holy law. But God’s people—like all of us—failed to
rightly reflect the glory of God.
Then, in the fullness of time, in the Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself
came to renew the world and restore His people. Jesus perfectly obeyed the
law given to Israel. Though innocent, He suffered the consequences of human
rebellion by His death on a cross. But three days later, God raised Him from
the dead.
Now the church of Jesus Christ has been commissioned by God to take the
news of Christ’s work to the world. Empowered by God’s Spirit, the church
calls all people everywhere to repent of sin and to trust in Christ alone for
our forgiveness. Repentance and faith restores our relationship with God and
results in a life of ongoing transformation.
The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will return to this earth as the
conquering King. Only those who live in repentant faith in Christ will
escape God’s judgment and live joyfully in God’s presence for all eternity.
God’s message is the same to all of us: repent and believe, before it is too late.
Confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe with your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, and you will be saved.
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Cover Art Explanation
1. T
 he sheet with four corners coming down from heaven recalls Peter’s vision of clean
and unclean animals being declared clean by God to prepare Peter to preach the gospel
to Cornelius, a Gentile, and his household (Unit 31, Session 1).
2. The altar, overshadowed by the cross, illustrates the teaching of the Book of Hebrews
that Jesus is the better priest and sacrifice, the fulfillment of the types and shadows of
the old covenant (Unit 31, Session 3).
3. The cross of Christ, a central representation of the Christian faith, is foolish in the eyes
of the world but is the wisdom and power of God and the means by which we are saved
(Unit 31, Session 4; Unit 32, Session 3; Unit 33, Session 3).
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The Messiah had come, but not in the way that most had
expected. The prevailing thought of the Jewish people
was that the Messiah would be a political or military
leader to deliver Israel from her enemies. The people’s
first mistake was one of purpose; the second was one of
scope. Jesus, the Messiah, had come to deliver the Israelites
from the bondage of sin, not Rome, and He had come
to do so not just for them but for people of every tongue,
tribe, and nation. Jesus is the Savior of the world, not of a
single nation.
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In this volume of The Gospel Project, we will delve into
a critical juncture for the early church as it moved from
being a people of almost entirely Jewish believers to being
a people of Jewish and Gentile believers, united in Christ
Jesus. We will see God’s heart for all people as He leads the
church’s leaders to understand the mission of carrying the
name of Jesus into all the world and welcoming all who
trust in Him. We will also see that fulfilling this mission
would not come without adversity. Along the way, we will
be reminded of our role in continuing the mission that
started long ago. Salvation has come to us, but it has not
come just for us. We too have been called to proclaim the
name of Jesus to the world. It is our duty. It is our privilege.
It is our joy.

We believe that the Bible has God for its author;
salvation for its end; and truth, without any
mixture of error, for its matter and that all
Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. To
review LifeWay’s doctrinal guideline, please visit
www.lifeway.com/doctrinalguideline.
All Scripture quotations are taken from the Christian
Standard Bible®, Copyright 2017 by Holman Bible
Publishers. Used by permission.
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Unit 31, Session 1

1

The Church Is
Sent to All People

Summary and Goal
Luke’s account of Acts records how the church came to be composed of Jews and
Gentiles. Although God used the prophets to prepare Israel for this worldwide
salvation, people within the church were still shocked when Gentiles received the
same New Covenant blessings promised to the Jews. As the gospel continued to
spread from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the Gentile world, the Lord prepared
Peter and the rest of the early Christians for the good news that salvation is for all. As
we will see in Acts 11, so that they didn’t miss the point, the Lord allowed Peter and
his company to witness Cornelius and his household receiving the same promise of
the Holy Spirit that they themselves had experienced in Jerusalem.

Session Outline
1. God opposes the idea that the gospel is only for some (Acts 11:1-10).
2. God prepares the way for the gospel to be shared (Acts 11:11-14).
3. God confirms that salvation is available to all (Acts 11:15-18).
Background Passage: Acts 10:1–11:18
Session in a Sentence
Salvation through Jesus has come to the whole world.

Christ Connection
God challenged Peter’s tradition of “clean” and “unclean” foods to further challenge
his perspective of “clean” and “unclean” people. Peter learned that God does not
show favoritism but calls His people to proclaim the message of Jesus’ death and
resurrection to all people, celebrate His work in their lives, and welcome believers
into His family, regardless of their ethnicity.
Missional Application
Because we have been saved by grace through faith in Jesus, we are not to show
favoritism as we share the gospel but are to extend the call of salvation to all people
with equal concern, urgency, and joy.
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Group Time
Introduction

GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group content found in the
Daily Discipleship Guide is
included in this shaded area
throughout the session.

SAY: When the United States military was hunting down the infamous 9/11 terrorist mastermind Osama bin
Laden, how did you hope the hunt would end? At any time, did you pray for bin Laden, asking God to save him?
Or did you think someone like that could never come to faith in Christ?
EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph on page 11 in the Daily Discipleship Guide (DDG) to describe the types of
people we are sometimes tempted to think could never believe the gospel.

Most Christians are familiar with someone who is known for his or her stubborn,
pronounced unbelief in God. Maybe it’s a family member, perhaps the one no one talks
about out loud. Or maybe it’s someone from work or school. They’re constantly berating
Christians and maligning the faith. Whether it’s an arrogant atheist or a godless thief, a
misogynistic hip-hop artist or a radical Muslim, or even a rebellious child or an abusive
spouse, there are people we’re tempted to think could never believe the gospel.
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
Why might believers think some people are too far gone to ever become
a Christian? (they doubt God’s power to change some sinners’ hearts;
they question God’s desire to save even the “worst of sinners”; they hold a
grudge against someone who has sinned against them; they think some
people are too different or shaped too much by an ungodly worldview
and lifestyle)

SAY: Our ideas about who may or may not come to faith in Christ are informed by a number of influences. It
could be a theological framework or a cultural bias or even an ethnic prejudice. Whatever the reason, we need to
reorient our thinking because the church is sent to all peoples because God has chosen to create His church from
people from every tribe, language, and nation.
SUMMARIZE: As the gospel continued to spread from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the Gentile world,
the Lord prepared Peter and the rest of the early Christians for the good news that salvation is for all. As we
will see in Acts 11, so that they didn’t miss the point, the Lord allowed Peter and his company to witness
Cornelius and his household receiving the same promise of the Holy Spirit that they themselves had experienced
in Jerusalem.

Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts,
Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass: ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts.

Unit 31, Session 1
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Point 1: God opposes the idea that the gospel is only for
some (Acts 11:1-10).
SAY: The first part of Acts 11 essentially retells the events of Acts 10 in a concise manner. But we also get a clear
sense of the cultural dynamics going on behind Peter’s visit and evangelism with Cornelius, a Gentile God-fearer.
READ Acts 11:1-10 (DDG p. 12).

The apostles and the brothers and sisters who were throughout Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also received the word of God. 2 When Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcision party criticized him, 3 saying, “You went to uncircumcised men and ate
with them.”
4
Peter began to explain to them step by step, 5 “I was in the town of Joppa praying, and
I saw, in a trance, an object that resembled a large sheet coming down, being lowered by
its four corners from heaven, and it came to me. 6 When I looked closely and considered it,
I saw the four-footed animals of the earth, the wild beasts, the reptiles, and the birds of the
sky. 7 I also heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 ‘No, Lord!’ I said. ‘For
nothing impure or ritually unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a voice answered
from heaven a second time, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call impure.’ 10 Now
this happened three times, and everything was drawn up again into heaven.
1

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 12) to explain who the “circumcision party” was and why
they would object to Peter’s having eaten with Gentiles.

When Jesus called His disciples to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth, they naturally assumed they were spreading the message of the
gospel to the Jews scattered throughout the world (Acts 1:6-8). But when news came
of Peter having eaten with Gentiles, the circumcision party accused him of violating
the Law of Moses (ex. Lev. 20:24-26). Their ethnic and religious pride led them to
discriminate against the Gentiles.
• Th
 e circumcision party were Jews who had embraced Jesus as the Messiah but also believed that in order
to become a Christian, one first had to become a Jew. For Gentile males, that would mean circumcision,
and males and females alike would have to observe the Jewish food laws. The circumcision party (or
Judaizers, as they are sometimes called) could not accept the fact that Gentiles would be included among
the people of God by grace through faith.
• Th
 e circumcision party’s ethnic and religious pride blinded them to the fact that the God who created all
things is also the God who desires all people to repent and be saved (Ezek. 18:32; 2 Pet. 3:9). The Lord’s
salvation is not only for the Jews. It’s not for some privileged few. It is for all who are called according to
God’s purpose, all who repent and believe.
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INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
What types of people or social groups might we be tempted to rule
out as coming to Christ in faith? (people of different religions; people of
different ethnicities; people who view politics differently; people who live
immoral lifestyles; people who are rich and powerful; people different
from us)

PACK ITEM 3: THE PEOPLE OF GOD: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 12) to emphasize
that God shows no partiality. In His vision to Peter, the Lord was not only declaring all foods clean but also
declaring all peoples “clean” in the sense that all peoples are open for evangelism and fellowship. Use the table on
Pack Item 3 to show how God had been preparing the Jews for the inclusion of the Gentiles in the people of God.

Peter himself needed to be convinced that the God who saves shows no partiality. So,
God had given him a vision of unclean foods coming down from heaven on a sheet
(Acts 10:9-16). Through this vision, the Lord was not only declaring all foods clean
(Mark 7:18-19) but also declaring all peoples clean. This vision prepared Peter to enter
Cornelius’s home and preach the gospel.
• What the Jews, especially the circumcision party, failed to realize—though God had prepared them
through the prophets—was that Gentiles would be included among the new covenant people of God
(Eph. 2:11-22). In this new era of salvation history, God is saving men and women, Jew and Gentile, rich
and poor, educated and uneducated—that is, in fact, all who repent from their sins and believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ. The God who saves shows no partiality (Rev. 5:9-10; 7:9-12).
Commentary: Why would God, in this vision, encourage Peter to eat foods previously declared unclean
under the old covenant? God didn’t just change “the rules” and tell Peter, “Okay, I’ve decided you can now
eat bacon.” No! A dramatic shift took place in the history of salvation when Jesus came into the world. In
Deuteronomy 28, Israel was promised great blessings if they kept the covenant; they were also warned of
great curses if they broke it. The difference now is that Jesus fulfilled all the obligations of that old covenant and
then inaugurated the new covenant. By His perfect obedience, Jesus fulfilled all righteousness and obtained
the blessings of the old covenant. On the cross, Jesus received in His body all the promised curses for
covenant breaking (Gal. 3:13-14). By this same death, Jesus also inaugurated the new covenant in which God
promised to restore Israel, His people, by giving them new hearts, forgiving their sins, and dwelling in and
with them by His Spirit (Jer. 31:31-34; Ezek. 36:22-28).

Unit 31, Session 1
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Point 2: G
 od prepares the way for the gospel to be
shared (Acts 11:11-14).
READ Acts 11:11-14 (DDG p. 13).

At that very moment, three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea arrived at
the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to accompany them with no doubts at
all. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we went into the man’s house. 13 He
reported to us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to
Joppa, and call for Simon, who is also named Peter. 14 He will speak a message to you
by which you and all your household will be saved.’
11

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 13) to show how the Spirit prepared Peter with the vision
about unclean foods and how this compares with the Spirit’s work of preparation for believers today.

The Spirit prepared Peter with a vision about foods declared unclean under the old
(Mosaic) covenant so he would go with the visiting Gentiles, whom he would have
considered unclean as well. The three iterations of the vision (v. 10) corresponded with
the three Gentiles sent to search him out. And furthermore, the Spirit told Peter directly
to go with the men from Caesarea “with no doubts at all.” The Holy Spirit prepares and
leads believers today as well.
• The Holy Spirit has been at work from the church’s conception to prepare and equip Jesus’ followers to
share the gospel with unbelievers. Consider these promises available to all of God’s people for the purpose
of fulfilling the Great Commission:
–The Father promised that the Spirit will empower us for ministry (Acts 1:4-5).
–Jesus promised to send the Spirit to help His followers carry out their mission (John 15:26; 20:2123). That’s what happened at Pentecost, when God poured out His Spirit on all of Jesus’ followers
(Acts 2:1-21).
–The church has Spirit-given authority and power from the Son to speak in His name. Additionally, the
Son has promised that He will be with us through His Spirit (John 14:15-20).
Application: Today we hear stories about Muslims who have visions that direct them to missionaries.
Sometimes we might hear stories about missionaries who have dreams that direct them to go to a specific
place in order to meet a particular person. The result, then, is the sharing of the gospel to the glory of God
and the salvation of unbelievers. But that does not seem to be the normative experience of most Christians.
Nevertheless, God has prepared us to share the gospel. He has given us His Son; He has given us His Spirit;
He has given us His Word with the gospel message; and He has given us one another, His church. Jesus has
sent us out under His authority, and He promised to go with us. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all
nations, beginning with those unbelievers who might live under your roof (perhaps your children or spouse)
or across the street or those you might know from your workplace or at the gym.
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INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
What are some ways God prepares believers to share the gospel?
(through reading and study of God’s Word; through the preaching of the
Word; through the fellowship of Bible study groups; through the Holy
Spirit’s conviction; through seemingly random circumstances)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 13) to point out that, as with Peter and Cornelius, not
only does the Lord prepare us to share the gospel, He also prepares unbelievers to hear the gospel.

Not only does the Lord prepare us to share
the gospel, He also prepares unbelievers to
hear the gospel. Just as the Lord prepared
Peter to share the gospel with Cornelius
and his household by a vision, so also the
Lord prepared Cornelius to hear the gospel
with a vision (Acts 10:1-8). The Lord does
not always send unbelievers to us in this
manner, but God is always sending us out
in the power of the Spirit and convicting
sinners by the same Spirit as we present the
gospel. The God you see operating in the
Book of Acts is the same God operating
today, still in the business of saving people.

Voices from
Church History
“Divine things are invisible
to natural eyes. There is
no suitableness. He that
must reveal these and take
away the veil must create
new light within as well as
a light without. Now, God,
and only God, that created
light out of darkness, can
create light in the soul. ‘Let
there be light.’ He only can
create a spiritual eye, to see
the things that to nature
are [invisible].” 1
–Richard Sibbes (1577-1635)

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
What are some ways God might prepare unbelievers to hear the
gospel? (significant life events; troubling and stressful times in life;
seeing the life change in a loved one who has become a believer in Jesus;
experiencing the death of a loved one; the fallout from a sinful lifestyle)

EXPLAIN: Elaborate on why sinners must be prepared to hear the gospel and some ways God might
prepare them.
• Because all human beings have inherited Adam’s sin (Rom. 5:12-21), we are unable to respond to God unless
He first draws us to His Son (John 6:44,65). God must prepare unbelievers to hear the gospel, and by His
Spirit, He promises to “convict the world about sin, righteousness, and judgment” (John 16:8).

• God may use significant life events to prepare someone to hear His good news: marriage, divorce,
becoming a parent, a car accident, the death of a loved one, financial bankruptcy, the consequences of
sin, or a global pandemic, among countless other circumstances. We should speak with sensitivity and
courage, trusting that God has given us the opportunity regardless of what the results might be.

Unit 31, Session 1
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources
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Point 3: G
 od confirms that salvation is available to all
(Acts 11:15-18).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read Acts 11:15-18 (DDG p. 14).

“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came down on them, just as on us at the
beginning. 16 I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If, then, God gave them the
same gift that he also gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, how
could I possibly hinder God?”
18
When they heard this they became silent. And they glorified God, saying, “So
then, God has given repentance resulting in life even to the Gentiles.”
15

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 14) to highlight how the Holy Spirit came down on
Cornelius’s household, indicating that God’s promises were for believing Jews and believing Gentiles.

Who is baptized with the Holy Spirit? All who believe in Jesus. In Acts 2:14-21, Peter
declared that the new-covenant promises were being fulfilled because the Spirit had
been poured out on all God’s people. What was shocking to the Jews in Acts 10–11,
however, was that when the Spirit fell on Cornelius and his household, God confirmed
that the promise of salvation and restoration was not just for believing Jews but also for
believing Gentiles. God does the work of salvation, and no one can stand in His way.
• I n the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit did not indwell the saints of the old covenant in the way that He
does new-covenant believers. How do we know? The Bible tells us so. After Israel’s ongoing disobedience,
the Lord judged them by removing them from the promised land. Yet God also gave them future
promises of restoration under a new covenant (see Jer. 31:31-34; Ezek. 36:22-28; Joel 2:28-32). What is
new about the new covenant is that all of God’s people, both Jews and Gentiles, would have new hearts
(circumcised hearts), all would have God’s Spirit dwelling in them, and all would have their sins forgiven.
• E
 veryone who hears the gospel and believes in Jesus is immediately baptized by the Spirit. As sinners bow
the knee to Jesus, they become part of the redeemed, the family that began at Pentecost when the church
was first baptized. All who have Christ have the Spirit, and if you have the Spirit, it is only because you
have Christ (see Rom. 8:9-10).
FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 14).
Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates,
justifies, sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency
of man and comprehends all the means in connection with the end. It is the
glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness and is infinitely wise, holy, and
unchangeable. It excludes boasting and promotes humility.
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Essential Doctrine “Election”: Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates,
justifies, sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man and comprehends all
the means in connection with the end. It is the glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness and is infinitely
wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes boasting and promotes humility.
EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 14) to explain the significance of Cornelius and his
household being baptized in light of their baptism with the Holy Spirit.

God has given believers a sign confirming our salvation—the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. When we believe in Jesus, we are changed forever by the Spirit’s presence in us.
This baptism superseded John’s water baptism, but it does not dismiss the significance
of Christian baptism in water, which is a sign by which an individual proclaims and the
church affirms an individual’s profession of faith. After witnessing the Spirit come upon
Cornelius’s household, Peter commanded that they should be baptized in Jesus’ name
(Acts 10:44-48).
Application: Think about a church group traveling to Israel. As a part of their tour, they go to the Jordan
River where the guide asks, “Who wants to be baptized in the Jordan?” Or imagine a student camp where,
at the end of the week, the speaker invites the students to rededicate their lives to Christ and offers to baptize
them in the lake to show they “really mean it.” While these offers are well-intentioned, these practices
actually undermine the meaning of baptism.
Just as circumcision was a sign of entrance into the old-covenant community, so baptism is the sign of
entrance into the new-covenant community of the church. We can’t imagine a Jew getting “re-circumcised”
every time he wanted to “rededicate” his life to Yahweh. Sure, there were covenant renewal ceremonies in
the Old Testament, but “re-circumcision” had no place among them. Likewise, baptism is a one-time event.
Baptism pictures participation in the promises of the new covenant through union with Christ (1 Pet. 3:21).
By faith in Christ, we have been united with Him in death, burial, and resurrection to walk in new life
(Rom. 6:1-11).
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
What are some signs of the Holy Spirit’s presence in the life of a
professing believer? (humility; hunger and thirst for righteousness; fruit
of the Spirit; regular repentance; readiness to forgive; commitment to the
church; love for brothers and sisters in Christ)

Unit 31, Session 1
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: Jesus is the divider of history, splitting time between BC and AD. Jesus’ first coming was an epochchanging event. He fulfilled the old covenant and inaugurated the new covenant, bringing in the age of salvation
(Luke 4:16-19). What God had promised to Abraham, that in his offspring all the nations of the world would be
blessed (Gen. 12:1-3), was realized in Jesus (Gal. 3:23-29). The God who saves shows no partiality with respect
to ethnicity and nationality. While the salvation of God goes out to all the world, only those who repent of their
sins and embrace Jesus as Lord by faith will be saved. As the exalted Messiah, Jesus has sent us out on mission to
announce to all peoples, Jew and Gentile alike, the good news of salvation in Jesus to all who believe.
READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 15), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word.

Because we have been saved by grace
through faith in Jesus, we are not to show
favoritism as we share the gospel but are to
extend the call of salvation to all people with
equal concern, urgency, and joy.
•

W hat are some ways you will
respond to or reflect God’s
impartial saving grace in Christ?

•

How can your group/church
grow in rejecting favoritism for
the sake of Jesus’ name?

•

W hat are some ways God is
preparing you, and perhaps an
unbeliever, so that the gospel is
shared, heard, and believed?

Voices from
the Church
“The heart of the gospel is
what God has done in Jesus,
supremely in his death and
resurrection. Period. It is
not personal testimony
about our repentance; it
is not a few words about
our faith response; it is
not obedience; it is not
the cultural mandate
or any other mandate …
The gospel is the good
news about what God
has done.” 2
–D. A. Carson

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, You promised long ago to extend salvation to the nations, and You have made it
available to them through Your Son, Jesus, by faith. Thank You for allowing us, Jew and Gentile alike, to partake
in Your saving blessings. Give us wisdom and strength through the Holy Spirit to eradicate favoritism from
within our churches and our hearts so that we might carry the gospel of Christ to all peoples with equal concern,
urgency, and joy. Amen.
INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions in their DDG (pp. 16-18), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 19) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God’s Word.

14

Leader Guide
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

Daily Discipleship
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in the
DDG (pp. 16-18) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for themselves.
Encourage One Another (p. 19) will help group members and families fellowship with one
another with purpose.

Daily Study
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 16-18) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
• Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
• Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 5 as a part of point 3 in the
session: Baptism doesn’t save, but it pictures salvation. To be baptized is to
receive the church’s declaration about what is true for those who align with
King Jesus—receiving the salvation our King has won for us.
Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
• Day 1: “As you think of ways God may be preparing you to share the gospel,
think about the ways God prepared you to hear the gospel.”
• D
 ay 3: “God had prepared Peter for Gentile inclusion into the new covenant
people of God; the Jews in Jerusalem had to be prepared as well.”
Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 19) will
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.
• Encourage group members to discuss areas in your community or
neighborhood where the gospel has not penetrated.
• S ee yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Point 1: God opposes the idea that the gospel is only for
some (Acts 11:1-10).
“ ‘Those of the circumcision’ must refer to the more conscientious of the Hebrew
Christians, for most believers at this time were Jews and circumcised. Those so
described argued for being careful about how Jews related to Gentiles in terms of purity
and diet. This was Peter’s view before he had the vision in Acts 10, as he explains in
verses 4-10. Those verses are his reply to the complaints of these Jewish Christians who
have responded instinctively with doubt. Peter’s retelling of the vision of 10:9-16 shows
the event’s importance … These sensitive Jewish Christians are not organized but react
out of an instinctive concern for the law and covenant … The circumcision group’s
understanding would be that Gentiles need to observe the law, keep away from unclean
food, and be circumcised to show their participation in the covenant (Gen. 17:9-14 …).
In their view, Peter should have been assured that the Gentiles were clean before
associating with them.” 3
“In the narrative of Acts, Peter has clearly made the connection between the vision
concerning the abrogation of food laws (Acts 10:15) and the association with and
acceptance of Cornelius (10:28; 11:12; 15:9). It also should be noted that in the vision of
verses 10-15 Peter is not encouraged to break God’s laws. Rather, it is the Lord himself
who determines in his sovereignty that he has made these things clean and therefore
Peter is not to call them unclean. The overall emphasis of the passage, therefore, is that
a salvation-historical shift has taken place. God has taken the sovereign initiative in
declaring a change to the food laws and in including Gentiles like Cornelius. It is by
faith in the Lord Jesus for forgiveness of sins that one is cleansed (10:43; 15:9).” 4

Point 2: G
 od prepares the way for the gospel to be
shared (Acts 11:11-14).
“Peter defended his actions by relating exactly what had happened, highlighting
significant parts of the story in order to help the Jewish Christians identify the real
issue … The work of God and the coming of the Holy Spirit were necessary to convince
Jewish believers that they should not separate themselves from Gentiles … The Holy
Spirit is the ultimate destroyer of barriers. We saw this with the Samaritans in Acts 8
and now with the Gentiles in Acts 10. Peter’s words in Acts 11 show that he was totally
convinced that the meeting with Cornelius, the baptism of his household and the
resultant acceptance of Gentile hospitality had all been orchestrated by God. God had
given the Gentiles the same gift he had given to the Jewish believers at Pentecost. How
could Peter dare to oppose what God was clearly doing? (11:17)” 5
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“As Peter retold to the Jerusalem church the story of the two visions, he must have
been freshly impressed by the chronology. For God had been working at both ends, in
Cornelius and in Peter, deliberately arranging for them to meet, and preparing for it
by granting to each on successive days a special, independent and appropriate vision.
He told Cornelius in Caesarea to send for Peter in Joppa, and Peter in Joppa to go to
Cornelius in Caesarea, and he perfectly synchronized the two events … To be sure, the
divine intervention is plain, in the lives of both Cornelius and Peter, but neither of them
was manipulated in such a way as to bypass his mind or will. On the contrary, they
reflected on what they saw and heard, interpreted its significance, and deliberately chose
to obey.” 6

Point 3: G
 od confirms that salvation is available to all
(Acts 11:15-18).
“Just as on us refers to Pentecost, apparently meaning that these Gentile believers
began to speak in tongues and praise God, giving convincing evidence that they had
received the Holy Spirit in the same sense as did those at Pentecost … The fact that
the Spirit came to Cornelius and other Gentiles without them having done anything
in relationship to the Law is God’s answer to the debate and settled matters as far as
Peter was concerned. stand in God’s way. Here Peter used the same word (Gk. kōlyō)
as in the earlier account of Cornelius’s conversion (10:47, ‘withhold’), and the Ethiopian
eunuch used the same word at the time of his conversion (8:36). As these three examples
demonstrate, God was expanding the church to include Gentiles, and no one should
try to ‘prevent’ or ‘stand in the way’ of that. Though Peter did not explicitly refer to
baptism, it was probably implicit in the use of this word: Peter knew he could not refuse
to allow these new believers to be baptized and thereby give outward evidence that they
were full members of the church. they glorified God. Though it is taken for granted
today that Gentiles can become Christians, it was an astounding realization for these
Jewish Christians in Jerusalem that to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance
that leads to life … This move was significant given the history of tension between
Gentiles and Jews, especially in light of the Maccabean War. Reconciliation is a key
theme of the gospel.” 7
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