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How to Make the Best 
Use of This Issue

Whether you’re the teacher or a student—

1. Start early in the week before your class meets.

2. Overview the study. Review the table of contents and read the study 
introduction. Try to see how each lesson relates to the overall study. 

3. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture pas-
sages for the lesson. (You’ll see that each writer has chosen a favorite 
translation for the lessons in this issue. You’re free to use the Bible 
translation you prefer and compare it with the translation chosen for 
that unit, of course.)

4. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the 
writer’s comments. The comments are intended to be an aid to your 
study of the Bible. 

5. Read the small articles—“sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended 
to provide additional, enrichment information and inspiration and to 
encourage thought and application.

6. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each lesson. 
They’re intended to encourage further thought and application, and 
they can also be used in the class session itself.

If you’re the teacher—

Do all the things just mentioned, of course. As you begin the study with your 
class, be sure to find a way to help your class know the date on which each 
lesson will be studied. Here are some suggestions to guide your lesson prepa-
ration: 
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A. In the first session of the study, briefly overview the study by iden-
tifying for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied. 
Lead your class to write the date in the table of contents on page 8 and 
on the first page of each lesson.

•  Make and post a chart that indicates the date each lesson will be 
studied.

•  If all your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the 
lessons will be studied.

•  Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include 
information about your church and then use the bookmark as an 
outreach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from 
www.baptistwaypress.org under the “Teacher Helps” menu.

•  Develop a sticker with the lesson dates and place it on the table of 
contents or on the back cover.

B. Get a copy of the Teaching Guide, a companion piece to this Study 
Guide. The Teaching Guide contains additional Bible comments plus 
two teaching plans. The teaching plans in the Teaching Guide are 
intended to provide practical, easy-to-use teaching suggestions that 
will work in your class.

C. After you’ve studied the Bible passage, the lesson comments, and 
other material, use the teaching suggestions in the Teaching Guide 
to help you develop your plan for leading your class in studying each 
lesson.

D. Teaching resource items for use as handouts are available free at www.
baptistwaypress.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab.

E. Additional Bible study comments on the lessons are available online. 
Call 1-866-249-1799 or e-mail baptistway@texasbaptists.org to order 
the Premium Commentary. It is available only in electronic format 
(PDF) from our website, www.baptistwaypress.org. The price of these 
comments for the entire study is $5 per person. A church or class 
that participates in our advance order program for free shipping can 
receive the Premium Commentary free. Call 1-866-249-1799 or see 
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www.baptistwaypress.org to purchase or for information on partici-
pating in our free shipping program for the next study.

F. Additional teaching plans are also available in electronic format (PDF) 
by calling 1-866-249-1799. The price of these additional teaching 
plans for the entire study is $5 per person. A church or class that par-
ticipates in our advance order program for free shipping can receive 
the Premium Teaching Plans free. Call 1-866-249-1799 or see www.bap-
tistwaypress.org for information on participating in our free shipping 
program for the next study.

G. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture 
passages and in applying these passages to their lives.

H. You can receive the lesson preview each week by signing up for the 
Baptist Standard weekly newsletter at no cost.
Sign up here. (www.baptiststandard.com/subscription/email).

Do you use a Kindle?

This Connect 360 Bible Study Guide, along with several other studies, is 

available in a Kindle edition. The easiest way to find these materials is to 

search for “BaptistWay” on your Kindle or go to www.amazon.com/kindle 

and do a search for “BaptistWay.” The Kindle edition can be studied not 

only on a Kindle but also on your smartphone or tablet using the Kindle 

app available free from amazon.com/kindle.
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Writers for this Study Guide

Oza Jones Jr. wrote lessons one through four. Oza is a gifted communi-
cator of the gospel message. His ministry training comes from Criswell Col-
lege and Southern Bible Institute in Dallas, Texas. Oza formerly served as the 
African American Evangelism and Church Revitalization Lead for Texas Bap-
tists and now serves as the Director of African American Ministries for Texas 
Baptists. Oza seeks to see the local church totally connected and involved in 
all areas of the community. He has been married to his wife Shamecca for 19 
years with five children: Macaiah, Malachi, Majesty, Melody, and Micah. 

Jared Billups wrote lessons five through seven. Jared serves as the 
Gathering Pastor at Highland Baptist Church in Waco, Texas, overseeing the 
music, media, and communication teams. He and his wife, Krystal, were mar-
ried in 2005 and have three children: Karoline, Klaire, and Kade. Jared re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Christian Education and a Master of Arts 
in Worship Leadership from Dallas Baptist University and has served in local 
church ministry since 2004. Jared’s passion for missions and leading worship 
has led him to lead conferences in several countries throughout the world. 

Courtney Gilmore wrote lessons eight through ten. Courtney has been 
writing and teaching the Bible for over 25 years. She is married to her high 
school sweetheart, Don, and they have two children, Erica and Hayden. She 
started teaching before they were born and has taught every age with them 
along the way. She also wrote and directed their church Christmas plays and 
Vacation Bible Schools before settling into adult study. Courtney has fallen in 
love with the Bible and her greatest desire is to express the Word of God in a 
way that makes others fall in love too. 
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John Beck wrote lessons eleven through thirteen, plus the bonus 
Easter Lesson. John was born and raised in Alabama. He was educated 
through the Baptist system earning the Bachelor of Arts Degree in Religion 
from Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama; the Master of Divinity 
Degree from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary; and the Doctor of 
Ministry Degree from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. John and 
his wife, Sue, and their daughter, Laura, reside in Denton, Texas, where he 
serves as Adult Life Pastor at First Baptist Church. Back in Alabama, John 
and Sue have a son, Joel, and his wife, Sarah, and two grandsons, Sam and 
Charlie.



8 

Solomon
No Ordinary Kind of Wisdom

A Study of 1 & 2 Chronicles

How to Make the Best Use of This Issue 3

Writers for This Study Guide 6

Introducing Solomon: No Ordinary Kind of Wisdom 10

 DATE OF STUDY

LESSON 1  ���������  When God Says “No” 15 
1 CHRONICLES 28:1-10

LESSON 2  ���������  Passing the Torch 24 
1 CHRONICLES 28:11-21

LESSON 3  ���������  Where Your Treasure Is 33 
1 CHRONICLES 29:1-19

LESSON 4  ���������  Prayer for Wisdom 43 
2 CHRONICLES 1:1-13

LESSON 5  ���������  Ready to Build 52 
2 CHRONICLES 2:1-12

LESSON 6  ���������  Pillars in the House of God 61 
2 CHRONICLES 3:1-17

LESSON 7  ���������  It’s Amazing What Praising Will Do 71 
2 CHRONICLES 5:1-14

LESSON 8  ���������  The Blessing of Unfulfilled Dreams 80 
2 CHRONICLES 6:1-11



Solomon: No Ordinary Kind of Wisdom 9

LESSON 9  ���������  Keys to Revival 89 
2 CHRONICLES 6:12-42

LESSON 10  ���������  A Church on Fire 99 
2 CHRONICLES 7:1-10

LESSON 11  ���������  Our Only Hope 108 
2 CHRONICLES 7:11-22 

LESSON 12  ���������  Hard Questions 115 
2 CHRONICLES 9:1-12

LESSON 13  ���������  You Can’t Take It With You 123 
2 CHRONICLES 9:13-31

EASTER  ���������  On the Road Again 131
LESSON LUKE 24:13-35

Prayer for This Study 139

Our Next New Study 140

How to Order More Bible Study Materials 142

Ministry Promotions 144



10 

Introducing

Solomon:
No Ordinary Kind of Wisdom

A STUDY OF 1 & 2 CHRONICLES

Solomon grew up in the royal palace of his father David, as the oldest son of 
David and Bathsheba. David had the dream of building the Temple. But God 
gave that job to David’s son, Solomon. And the rest is history. 

Who was Solomon? We know he followed his father as the third king of 
the united nation of Israel, which he ruled for over forty years. We know he 
supervised the construction of the first Temple in Jerusalem. And we know a 
few other notable things about Solomon. 

Solomon had many wives. About 700 of them. Plus, another 300 concu-
bines.

Solomon had money. More than anyone had ever had. Enormous wealth.
But what really made Solomon different? It was not his charm, enormous 

wealth, or good looks. It was something very rare. A virtue that no other 
man possessed at such a high level. Wisdom. And this was no ordinary kind 
of wisdom learned from normal life experiences such as a job, war, conflict, 
marriage, relationships, or even being a long-time ruler of a nation. This wis-
dom came from God. And God only.
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The Temple

“Now it came about in the four hundred and eightieth year after the sons of 
Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign 

over Israel, in the month of Ziv, that is, the second month, that he began to 
build the house of the LORD”(1 Kings 6:1, NASB).

David became the greatest King in the history of Israel. One day he re-
alized God’s house was the same tent, a tabernacle, Moses had built. So, he 
planned to build a Temple. But then God told David he could not build the 
Temple because he had too much blood on his hands. David was a warrior 
King. So, David accepted God’s restriction, and decided that his son Solo-
mon would build the Temple. And before he died, he had raised all the money 
needed to build it.

The Temple and all the descriptions of it have enthralled people for cen-
turies and led to all kinds of conjecture and imagination. With that said, the 
Temple remains an enduring mystery due to the numerous descriptions of it 
in the Bible. Over 2000 years later, the Temple Mount, to this day, remains 
the holiest place in Judaism. But archaeological work has been limited be-
cause of the placement of the Al-Aqsa mosque, which has been built on the 
site. Because of this, some have continued to question the Temple’s exis-
tence, pointing to the lack of physical evidence. But we know the truth of 
God’s Word.

Being told he would not be the one to build a house of God in Jerusalem, 
David set in motion the plans for his son Solomon to build the Temple. God 
gave David the plan, in full detail, on how to build the Temple and God made 
David understand “in writing by His hand upon me, all the details of this pat-
tern” (1 Chronicles 28:19). The story continues in verse 20 when David tells 
Solomon, “Be strong and courageous, and act; do not fear nor be dismayed, 
for the LORD God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you nor forsake you 
until all the work for the service of the house of the LORD is finished.”  

As we go forward into this study, we need to remember that the Temple, 
as incredible as it was, is just a glimpse of the true tabernacle where Christ 
sits at the right hand of God. 



Solomon and Wisdom in Our Day

Solomon realized the enormity of his position and the job before him. So, he 
asked God for wisdom. Solomon did not ask God for wealth, possessions, and 
honor. Only wisdom. He hoped to carry on the legacy of his father David, and 
he realized that God was the reason for his father’s success. Though he was 
raised in luxury, Solomon came to power with his eyes wide open, realizing 
the job would be tough. His desire was to honor God and serve his people.

Solomon asked God for wisdom. But there was a condition. Solomon had 
to live according to God’s commands just as his father David had done. Ful-
filling his father’s last wish, Solomon built a magnificent Temple, the symbol 
of God’s presence. And when it was finished, he publicly expressed his debt 
to God before the Ark of the Covenant with sacrificial offerings. Israel finally 
had a permanent place of worship.

What exactly is true wisdom? It is a very real sense of what to do, how to 
do it, and to know why it must be done. It is much more than common sense. 
Knowledge alone is not enough. It is discernment that cannot come by one’s 
own resources. It is from God and God alone.

What do you ask God for?

Solomon:
No Ordinary Kind of Wisdom

A Study of 1 & 2 Chronicles

Lesson 1 When God Says “No” 1 Chronicles 28:1-10
Lesson 2 Passing the Torch 1 Chronicles 28:11-21
Lesson 3 Where Your Treasure Is 1 Chronicles 29:1-19
Lesson 4 Prayer for Wisdom 2 Chronicles 1:1-13
Lesson 5 Ready to Build 2 Chronicles 2:1-12
Lesson 6 Pillars in the House of God 2 Chronicles 3:1-17
Lesson 7 It’s Amazing What Praising Will Do 2 Chronicles 5:1-14
Lesson 8 The Blessing of Unfulfilled Dreams 2 Chronicles 6:1-11
Lesson 9 Keys to Revival 2 Chronicles 6:12-42
Lesson 10 A Church on Fire 2 Chronicles 7:1-10
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Lesson 11 Our Only Hope 2 Chronicles 7:11-22 
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lesson 1

FOCAL TEXT

1 Chronicles 28:1-10

BACKGROUND

Job 38:1-8

When God 
Says “No”

15

MAIN IDEA
We must realize it is God who is in con-
trol.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How should I react when God says “no?”

STUDY AIM
To understand that God is infinitely wiser 
than I am

QUICK READ
David gave Solomon some outstanding 
advice. There is nothing that will prepare 
him better for life as the new king than to 
seek, know, and serve God.

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Introduction

There was a movie in 2003 entitled Bruce Almighty. It involved a man named 
Bruce who complained about God so much that God appeared to him in hu-
man form and endowed him with divine powers. God challenged Bruce to 
take on the job of being God to see if he can do it any better. In one particular 
scene in the movie, Bruce received millions of prayer requests from all over 
the world. He was overwhelmed. To make life easier, he simply answered yes 
to all the requests. He later discovered that answering yes to all of the prayers 
was a big mistake. He then realized that there are times when the answer to 
a request should be no.

God sometimes tells us no when we make requests of Him. In this pas-
sage, God says no to David. As He did with David, He will do also to us. He 
may say no because He knows what is best for us. He may tell us no because 
yes may make matters worse rather than better. Whatever the case, at those 
times when God tells us no, we need to realize that God is always in control.

1 Chronicles 28:1-10

1 Now David assembled at Jerusalem all the leaders of Israel: the officers 

of the tribes and the captains of the divisions who served the king, the 

captains over thousands and captains over hundreds, and the stewards 

over all the substance and possessions of the king and of his sons, with the 

officials, the valiant men, and all the mighty men of valor.
2 Then King David rose to his feet and said, “Hear me, my brethren and 

my people: I had it in my heart to build a house of rest for the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord, and for the footstool of our God, and had made 

preparations to build it. 3 But God said to me, ‘You shall not build a house 

for My name, because you have been a man of war and have shed blood.’ 
4 However the Lord God of Israel chose me above all the house of my fa-

ther to be king over Israel forever, for He has chosen Judah to be the ruler. 

And of the house of Judah, the house of my father, and among the sons of 

my father, He was pleased with me to make me king over all Israel. 5 And 

of all my sons (for the Lord has given me many sons) He has chosen my 

son Solomon to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel. 
6 Now He said to me, ‘It is your son Solomon who shall build My house and 
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My courts; for I have chosen him to be My son, and I will be his Father. 7 

Moreover I will establish his kingdom forever, if he is steadfast to observe 

My commandments and My judgments, as it is this day.’ 8 Now therefore, 

in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the Lord, and in the hearing of our 

God, be careful to seek out all the commandments of the Lord your God, 

that you may possess this good land, and leave it as an inheritance for your 

children after you forever.
9 “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve 

Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord searches all 

hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He 

will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast you off forever. 10 

Consider now, for the Lord has chosen you to build a house for the sanc-

tuary; be strong, and do it.”

An Offer He Can Refuse (28:1-3)

Our lesson comes at a time in the life of David where his life is soon coming to 
an end. He is not going to be king much longer. Knowing this, David gathered 
a great assembly of all the important leaders and influential people of Isra-
el. There were the dignitaries, those who served in the palace, and the mili-
tary. He informed them that he desired to build a house for God; a place that 
would be a permanent place for the Ark of Covenant. He told those gathered 
that God told him no to his request. God gave David a reason for His refusal; 
because David was a man of war and had shed blood (28:3).

David’s desire was well-intentioned. He even went so far as to make 
preparations for the building of the Temple. It may be helpful at this point 
to refer to 1 Chronicles 23—26; it gives details on how David made prepa-
rations to build the Temple. Although all this was done, God told David he 
would not be the one who would build the Temple. With all that in mind, 
I wonder if David was frustrated because while he did all the planning and 
preparation for the Temple, he was still told no by God. It seems as though if 
you are going to do something for God that God would be pleased and say yes, 
but that is not always the case.
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The Ark of the Covenant

The Ark of the Covenant was central in the life of the nation of Israel. The Ark 

was a box with dimensions approximately four feet long by two feet wide and 

two feet deep. It was used in worship, in the wilderness, and it was used in 

times of war. It was an important symbol of the faith of Israel and represented 

the presence of God. On top of the Ark were two Cherubim (Numbers 7:89) 

and the Mercy Seat. Within the Ark were the tablets that had the Ten Com-

mandments, a pot of manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded (Hebrews 9:4-5). 

David understood the importance of the Ark. After he became king, he re-

trieved the Ark and brought it back to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6). David wanted it 

to have a final resting place in the Temple which Solomon would build.

The Parting Gift (28:4-5)

I like watching games shows. I especially like Family Feud. Perhaps you have 
seen it. Different families battle it out to see who would get the chance to win 
$20,000. I love to see the winning family get the top answers on the board to 
the five questions and win the $20,000. I have to admit, however, that I feel 
bad for the losing family because they only get $500, which has to be split 
between the five participants. They call it a “parting gift.”

 David was not the winner in the build a temple contest, but David real-
ized he had a parting gift. God’s parting gift to David was a covenantal prom-
ise. He promised a legacy and dynasty for David. This legacy and dynasty 
would outlast all three of the Temples that were built throughout the nation 
of Israel’s history. This Davidic covenant will become significant in the life of 
Israel and the life of the New Testament church. God selected him to be the 
king but did not select him to build the Temple.

He understood that the parting gift he received was based on the mercy 
and grace of God. David knew it was by grace because of the status of his 
family. He was from the tribe of Judah. He was not from the tribe of Benja-
min, nor did he have the stature of Saul. He did not come from a great family 
or great heritage; he was from the family of Jesse. He was a man of hum-
ble beginnings. David had seven brothers that were more esteemed than he 
was. He was not even considered to be a candidate for the king when Samuel 
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came to his house to anoint the new King of Israel (1 Samuel 16:11-12). Even 
though he may not have had the stature, status, or standing; God chose him 
to be the king. David also wanted the people of Israel to understand what was 
happening with him and Solomon was God’s sovereignty. He submitted to 
God because he knew it was all in the plan of God.

David in this speech to the assembly and later in his speech to his son 
Solomon alludes to two covenants in the life of the nation of Israel; the Mo-
saic Covenant and the Davidic Covenant. The Davidic Covenant is found in 
the book of 2 Samuel 7: 8-17. This passage defines several elements of the 
covenant God made with David; the throne of his kingdom shall be estab-
lished forever, a descendent of David; a son who will succeed him, establish 
his kingdom, and build a house for God. Even though Solomon’s sins justify 
the chastening by God, the throne will not be taken away from him. This cov-
enantal promise is confirmed in some of the Psalms. I would encourage you 
to refer to Psalm 89 and look for references to the covenant.

Jesus will be the ultimate fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant. It is con-
firmed in Mary’s conversation with the angel Gabriel. “And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God 
will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:31-33). 
This covenant is not just significant to the nation of Israel; it is significant 
for us as New Testament believers. Because Jesus can connect His lineage to 
David (Matthew 1:1-17), He is the rightful heir to the throne of David and 
therefore He is the long-awaited Messiah.

The Final Leg of the Race: 
The King Speaks With the King (28:6-8)

David addressed the nation of Israel first before he addressed his son letting 
them know what God told him. He reflected on the promise God made to 
Israel through Moses. He told them that his son Solomon was to inherit both 
the promises and obligations of the office of king. One of those obligations 
was to build the Temple. David then exhorted the people of Israel to be obe-
dient to seek out all of the Lord’s commandments. If they failed to do this, 
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the land would be in jeopardy and their descendants would not live out their 
lives in the land.

One of my favorite events to watch during the Summer Olympics is the 
track and field competition; especially the relay races. The runners are ob-
sessed, and rightfully so, with passing the baton. They practice the handoff 
over and over and over again until it becomes second nature. I pay particular 
attention to the final handoff of the baton; the anchor leg, because it is given 
to the fastest or most experienced competitor on a team. He or she is respon-
sible for making up ground on the race-leader or preserving the lead already 
secured by their teammates. In our story, David is handing off the baton to 
his son Solomon. Even though David had other sons, he knows Solomon is 
the anchor leg. Solomon is required to finish strong.

The King Addresses the Prince (28:9-10)

After David addressed the people, he turned to address his son directly. He 
encouraged Solomon to know, seek, and serve God. He warned him not to 
forsake God, but to be strong and build the Temple. David not only told him 
what to do, he told Solomon how to do it. He told Solomon to seek and know 
God with his whole heart and to serve Him with a willing mind. The knowing, 
the seeking, and the serving of God should not be done half-heartedly but 
wholeheartedly. This concept is a common theme in both books of Chroni-
cles. It is mentioned seven times throughout both books.

Seeking to Serve?

To apply this in your daily walk,

• In prayer ask God to give you a heart and willingness to serve.

• Critically examine the way you serve, is it wholeheartedly or half-heart-

edly.

• Do your own Bible study that examines how Jesus served.

• Seek out individuals to serve within the local church who are not be able 

to repay you or give back to you.

• As you serve, consistently remind yourself that you are ultimately serv-

ing the Lord.



Lesson 1: When God Says “No” 21

This is sound advice for anyone. A man or woman in full-time ministry 
needs to make sure they know, seek, and serve the Lord because they need to 
be in the will of God. If perhaps you are a businessperson, this advice is cru-
cial in developing a business that has a kingdom perspective and not simply 
a worldly one. Many people may soon be taking on a new career path. David’s 
advice is good and can help you get started on the right foot. This exhortation 
is profitable for young people; whether you are a youth or a young adult. It is 
good to learn this early in life rather than late. David’s words to Solomon are 
his words to us. David did not want Solomon to rule, reign, or build the Tem-
ple on his strength but rely on God’s strength. The condition of Solomon’s 
success was to be based upon his obedience to God’s Word.

Implications and Actions

There are times in life when God tells us no. Our request may be well-intend-
ed. It may be a good thing that will bring God glory. God may still say no. 
God has His reasons. He may reveal the reason to you but He may not. At the 
times when God says no, we have to realize the reality of Romans 8:28, that 
God will work out the things in our life for our good. We must be like David 
and be satisfied with the position and place God has designed for us. God is 
sovereign and knows what is best.

This lesson has something to say to someone in a position as Solomon, 
who has a great responsibility God has placed in your hands. God has chosen 
people like you and me to do something great for Him. It is an honor and a 
privilege that God call us with all of our faults and shortcomings because He 
is a gracious God. God is concerned with what we do and how we do it there-
fore, whatever God has called you to do you must do it willingly and with 
your whole heart. In every undertaking of God, you must have an undying 
commitment to Him. You must be committed to knowing Him, serving Him, 
and not forsaking Him.



22 Solomon: No Ordinary Kind of Wisdom

Questions

1. Reflect on a time when you were a new believer and you desired 
something and you prayed but God’s answer was no. How did you 
respond? How did you feel? Is your response different now since 
you have grown in Christ? If so, how?

2. What admirable qualities do we see in David as he responded to God 
telling him no?

3. Why do you think God would say no to something good or godly?

4. In our study, we talked about David submitting to God’s sovereign-
ty. Why are many believers not satisfied with God’s sovereignty?

5. How do you feel when someone does something for you but does it 
half-heartedly or unwillingly? Do you think God feels the same way? 
How can we avoid serving God half-heartedly?
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MAIN IDEA
Pain will always be a part of our lives, but 
we should never lose faith in Jesus Christ.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
How can I not lose faith when my world is 
falling apart?

STUDY AIM
To understand that I, with God’s help, can 
make a difference in God’s people

QUICK READ
We must not aspire to God’s work alone; 
it is in every way better that we share the 
privilege and the responsibility with oth-
ers.
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Introduction

At the center of every city-state in ancient Greece was an altar with an ev-
er-burning flame. This flame would later become central to the Olympic 
Games of Greek antiquity. During these games, the Ancient Greeks held what 
was called the Torch Relay where athletes competed by passing on the flame 
in a relay race to the finish line. The racers had to be successful at passing the 
torch. This is where we get the expression “passing the torch.” Even though 
the Torch Relay was grueling and painful it became one of the most popular 
races in ancient sports. In our study, David is getting ready to pass the torch 
to his son, Solomon. As in the Torch Relay, success depends upon the success-
ful running of the race and the successful passing of the torch.

1 Chronicles 29:11-21

11 Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the vestibule, its hous-

es, its treasuries, its upper chambers, its inner chambers, and the place of 

the mercy seat; 12 and the plans for all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts 

of the house of the lord, of all the chambers all around, of the treasuries 

of the house of God, and of the treasuries for the dedicated things; 13 also 

for the division of the priests and the Levites, for all the work of the service 

of the house of the lord, and for all the articles of service in the house of 

the lord. 14 He gave gold by weight for things of gold, for all articles used 

in every kind of service; also silver for all articles of silver by weight, for all 

articles used in every kind of service; 15 the weight for the lampstands of 

gold, and their lamps of gold, by weight for each lampstand and its lamps; 

for the lampstands of silver by weight, for the lampstand and its lamps, 

according to the use of each lampstand. 16 And by weight he gave gold 

for the tables of the showbread, for each table, and silver for the tables of 

silver; 17 also pure gold for the forks, the basins, the pitchers of pure gold, 

and the golden bowls—he gave gold by weight for every bowl; and for the 

silver bowls, silver by weight for every bowl; 18 and refined gold by weight 

for the altar of incense, and for the construction of the chariot, that is, the 

gold cherubim that spread their wings and overshadowed the ark of the 

covenant of the lord. 19 “All this,” said David, “the lord made me understand 

in writing, by His hand upon me, all the works of these plans.”
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20 And David said to his son Solomon, “Be strong and of good courage, 

and do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the lord God—my God—will be 

with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you, until you have finished all 

the work for the service of the house of the lord. 21 Here are the divisions 

of the priests and the Levites for all the service of the house of God; and 

every willing craftsman will be with you for all manner of workmanship, for 

every kind of service; also the leaders and all the people will be completely 

at your command.”

The Blueprints of the Building (28:11-19)

David charged Solomon to build the Temple as recorded in the early part of 
this chapter. David now gave Solomon the blueprint. It is interesting to note 
that even though Solomon is going to be the new king, David addresses him 
as a son. David speaks to him as a father would. This can be a word to parents, 
particularly fathers. As parents, we often leave our children to figure things 
out on their own, but it is wise to continue to give advice and encouragement 
even as the children get older.

The instructions for building the House of God involved a place and peo-
ple. The blueprints gave instructions for the vestibule and the rooms around 
it, along with the treasury (28:11-12). David gave Solomon instructions for 
the Holy Place and the articles used for service and the Holy of Holies where 
the Ark of the Covenant will reside. One can get lost in trying to understand 
every part of the Temple and all of its furnishings but one thing is clear; there 
was great detail in this blueprint and David spared no expense.

David as a good leader gave Solomon the tools and the resources that 
would make him successful. He gave him the plan and gave him access to the 
people. To be successful in anything for God, you will need a plan and people. 
The plans are the tools and the people are the team. Solomon had both at his 
disposal. We aspire to do things God has placed upon our hearts. If we want it 
to come to pass, we must design a plan and involve people to help. We should 
not aspire to do things on our own.

David concludes this episode by stating that “The Lord’s hand was upon 
him.” We know God is spirit and He does not have hands, so what is Da-
vid saying? David uses a common figure of speech called anthropomorphism 
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or more specifically a metonymy (Me–tawn–a–me). A metonymy is a figure 
of substitution where one idea is a substitute for another. The “hand of the 
Lord” is substituted for the power of God. The Bible mentioned the “hand of 
God” or the “hand of the Lord” over 120 times. David knows that building 
the Temple is going to take reliance on the power of God. We can have the 
greatest plan and the most capable and competent people but it will amount 
to nothing without the power of God.

Applying the Blueprint to Your Daily Walk

• Take on an assignment that will stretch you and challenge you and get 

you out of your comfort zone.

• Volunteer to take the lead on a project at your local church or in the 

community, which will require volunteers to implement.

• Assess volunteer’s gifts and abilities and recruit them to work on your 

project.

• If you tend to micromanage, learn to delegate responsibilities to capable 

people and let them function in their giftedness.

Encouraging Words (28:20)

After David gave out the blueprint of the Temple, he gave Solomon the do’s 
and don’ts of leadership. He encouraged Solomon by commanding him to be 
strong and courageous and complete the work because God will always be 
there. As a kid, I was always fascinated by echoes. An echo is a sound that is 
repeated because it is reflected back. The direction of the sound changes but 
the sound is the same. What we have in this verse is an echo. Even though the 
sound is in a different time and a different context the sound is the same. It 
sounds like the same thing God told Joshua (Joshua 1:6-7). Do you remem-
ber the words?

6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an 
inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.

7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do accord-
ing to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn 
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from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever 
you go.

David’s word to Solomon echoes God’s word to Joshua. Both Joshua and 
Solomon were chosen by God to do a task for God. Both were successors of 
great men; Joshua succeeded Moses and Solomon succeeded David. The as-
signed task needed to be approached with strength and courage. David gives 
Solomon some “don’ts.” He tells his son do not be afraid and do not be dis-
couraged. We as believers often enter into the task of God with fear. The task 
and responsibility can sometimes be daunting and often overwhelming. We 
fear we are not equipped. We wonder how we are going to accomplish it. We 
fear that we may not be qualified or adequate. The responsibility before us 
can be discouraging as well. The plan may not work as we planned. The people 
who we got involved will get discouraged and quit and this can be extremely 
discouraging to us, but the words of David are an encouragement to us. David 
gives Solomon these commands, which are not easy to follow until the rea-
son these commands can be obeyed is given. David promises God’s presence 
throughout the entire process.

We do not have to rely on our own power because His power is with us. 
We are not by ourselves because God is present with us. David reemphasizes 
the fact that God will be present by stating that God will not leave us nor for-
sake us. Notice that there is a preposition toward the end of this verse. The 
English word is “until.” The Hebrew preposition carries with it the same idea 
but can also be translated “while.” Both words have to deal with the duration 
of the task. There are going to be times that there is a temptation to quit or 
get discouraged during the process. In fact, there may be pain in the process 
of doing what God has asked. For the New Testament believer, we must never 
lose faith in Jesus because the same promise that was given to Solomon is the 
same promise Jesus gives to us. He lets us know that as we are doing the work 
He has asked us to do, He will be with us “until the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:20). We can endure the pain and the disappointments during the process 
when we know we have God’s power. We can rest assured God will be present 
until the task is completed.
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All Hands on Deck (28:21)

John Heywood, an English writer who is known for his plays, poems, and col-
lection of proverbs is credited with collecting short sayings called proverbs. 
Proverbs like “beat the bushes” and “strike while the iron is hot” and “all is 
well that ends well” to name a few. One of these sayings that I like is “many 
hands make light work!” Whether he originated the saying or just collected 
it, this proverb can be applied to David’s instructions to Solomon. If Solomon 
is to complete the task God has for him, he must get others involved. He is to 
use the priests, levites, craftsmen, leaders, and anyone else in Israel.

A Baptist Distinctive

Do you ever wonder what makes Baptists different from other denominations 

and religions? Among other things, the one thing that makes Baptists differ-

ent, especially from Catholicism, is the belief in the priesthood of the believer. 

This essentially states that all believers are priests. Approximately 400 years 

ago, Baptists emerged as a branch of Protestant Christianity. John Smyth and 

Thomas Helwys led a group of people in England to separate from the Church 

of England. Smyth insisted that the church is a “kingly priesthood” and that the 

saints (or Christians) are “kings and priests.”2 John Smyth and Thomas Helwys 

launched Baptist life on the principle that priesthood was shared by all Chris-

tians, not relegated to a few.3 From their earliest days, Baptists had no office 

of priest. From the beginning of Baptist life, every person was considered a 

priest. Since we all are priests, we no longer have to go through a mediator as 

some religions do. We have direct access to God because of the work of our 

Great High Priest Jesus. We can go to Him for salvation and forgiveness of sin. 

Because we are kings and priests it is our responsibility to declare His praises.

The blueprint involved the people of God. David gave the responsibilities 
to the priests and the Levites. David’s plans were detailed, designed, and in-
spired by the Spirit of God. It is the Lord that gave the plans and the under-
standing of the plans. The priests and the Levites were responsible for the 
Tabernacle. The tribe of Levi was responsible for taking care of the furnish-
ings of the Tabernacle. According to the book of Leviticus, they were respon-
sible for the curtains, the holy place and the Holy of Holies, and the Ark of the 



30 Solomon: No Ordinary Kind of Wisdom

Covenant. The priests were responsible for the sacrifices and the offerings for 
the Tabernacle. In the same way that the Priests and Levites functioned in 
the Tabernacle, they will now function in the Temple (28:13-19).

Implications and Actions

God calls His servants to take on big tasks for Him. The tasks God gives us 
to do are often overwhelming. This should force us to do two things. First, 
we should depend on God for encouragement and strengthening. God does 
not leave us alone when He gives us a task. He promises to be with us. He 
also accompanies with that responsibility the power to carry it out. Second, 
we should depend on others to help. Many hands do make light work. This 
is not just a good proverb. When we as leaders get others involved, we give 
others an opportunity for them to exercise their God-given talents and gifts. 
When we do the job ourselves without seeking support, we can become 
overwhelmed and discouraged and, in the process, deny the opportunity for 
God to use others in His plan. This blueprint can work for you in whatever 
stage you are in life. If you are a father, mother, young adult, businessman, 
white-collar, or blue-collar worker, when God calls you to a task, you can rely 
on God’s presence and power and a divine plan and the skills of other people 
to accomplish the task.

Questions

1. List some times in your life where you may have felt inadequate to 
accomplish the tasks God has given you. Where do you think those 
feelings of inadequacy come from?
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2. Have you ever had the responsibilities of someone else passed down 
to you but you lacked the tools and resources? What kind of anxiety 
did that create for you?

3. Why do you think it is hard for some to recruit others in doing the 
work of God?

4. How does God’s power and presence encourage you when you are 
doing work for Him?

5. What are some ways you could help a gifted person who is not in-
volved get involved in the work of God?
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MAIN IDEA
Where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Is my main focus in life to seek first His 
Kingdom?

STUDY AIM
To realize that God owns everything, 
but He allows me to manage some of my 
wealth

QUICK READ
If your treasure and heart are in God’s 
kingdom, you will be grateful for every-
thing you receive from God and you will 
be generous with everything you have.

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Introduction

An  echocardiogram  is a test that uses ultrasound to show how your heart 
muscle and valves are working. The sound waves make moving pictures of 
your heart so your doctor can get a good look at its size and shape. It also 
gives you information on how the blood is pumping through your heart. 
An echocardiogram can help diagnose heart conditions. We need a spiritual 
echocardiogram that can diagnose the condition of our heart. How you view 
and what you do with your possessions functions as a spiritual echocardio-
gram. We can tell the condition of your heart by examining how you handle 
your treasure. In this lesson, we will see that David and the people of Israel’s 
gifts to the Temple project revealed their heart because where their treasure 
was, was where their heart was.

1 Chronicles 29:1-19

1 Furthermore King David said to all the assembly: “My son Solomon, 

whom alone God has chosen, is young and inexperienced; and the 

work is great, because the temple is not for man but for the Lord God. 2 Now 

for the house of my God I have prepared with all my might: gold for things 

to be made of gold, silver for things of silver, bronze for things of bronze, 

iron for things of iron, wood for things of wood, onyx stones, stones to be 

set, glistening stones of various colors, all kinds of precious stones, and 

marble slabs in abundance. 3 Moreover, because I have set my affection on 

the house of my God, I have given to the house of my God, over and above 

all that I have prepared for the holy house, my own special treasure of gold 

and silver: 4 three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven 

thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses; 5 the 

gold for things of gold and the silver for things of silver, and for all kinds of 

work to be done by the hands of craftsmen. Who then is willing to conse-

crate himself this day to the Lord?”
6 Then the leaders of the fathers’ houses, leaders of the tribes of Israel, 

the captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the officers over the king’s 

work, offered willingly. 7 They gave for the work of the house of God five 

thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, ten thousand talents of 

silver, eighteen thousand talents of bronze, and one hundred thousand 
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talents of iron. 8 And whoever had precious stones gave them to the trea-

sury of the house of the Lord, into the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9 Then 

the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal 

heart they had offered willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced 

greatly.
10 Therefore David blessed the Lord before all the assembly; and David 

said: “Blessed are You, Lord God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever. 11 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, The power and the glory, The victory and 

the majesty; For all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours; Yours is the king-

dom, O Lord, And You are exalted as head over all. 12 Both riches and honor 

come from You, And You reign over all. In Your hand is power and might; 

In Your hand it is to make great And to give strength to all. 13 “Now there-

fore, our God, We thank You And praise Your glorious name. 14 But who am 

I, and who are my people, That we should be able to offer so willingly as 

this? For all things come from You, And of Your own we have given You. 15 

For we are aliens and pilgrims before You, As were all our fathers; Our days 

on earth are as a shadow, And without hope.
16 “O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have prepared to build 

You a house for Your holy name is from Your hand, and is all Your own. 
17 I know also, my God, that You test the heart and have pleasure in upright-

ness. As for me, in the uprightness of my heart I have willingly offered all 

these things; and now with joy I have seen Your people, who are present 

here to offer willingly to You. 18 O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 

our fathers, keep this forever in the intent of the thoughts of the heart of 

Your people, and fix their heart toward You. 19 And give my son Solomon a 

loyal heart to keep Your commandments and Your testimonies and Your 

statutes, to do all these things, and to build the temple for which I have 

made provision.”

The Heart of the Matter (29:1-6)

David in his final address to the assembly admits that the task to build the 
Temple is great and his son is young and inexperienced. Some may be expe-
rienced in the things of the world, but that does not mean they are experi-
enced in the things of God. The Temple was not just a building like Solomon’s 
palace would be, it was a building dedicated and devoted to the Lord God. 
It will be the meeting place between God and people. A person can be the 
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CEO of a company and great at their career, but he may be a novice when it 
comes to the things of God. The kingdom of God is different than the ways of 
the world. The values are different; the way people operate in God’s kingdom 
is different. In actuality, the views and values often conflict and clash. As 
believers there will always be a clash between doing things according to the 
kingdom of God and in the kingdom of this world. We are going to have to 
choose to do things God’s way.

David not only committed his talents to the Lord; he committed his trea-
sure to the Lord as well. He gave over and above what he had prepared. This 
Temple to be built is going to be majestic and beautiful. David gathered some 
of the best quality of gold, silver, marble, and precious stones. He spared 
no expense. If this temple were being built in our modern times, it would 
amount to billions of dollars. To give us an idea of David’s contribution, we 
have to do some calculations. We will just take his contribution of gold alone. 
A talent of gold weighs 125 pounds. There are 12 ounces (troy weight) in a 
pound of gold. This means that one talent weighs 1,500 ounces. This would 
mean there were 4,500,000 ounces of gold or approximately 375,000 pounds 
for the Temple. This is just gold. David’s gift was of great quantity. It was also 
of great quality.

Archaeological Fact

The Israel Department of Antiquities possesses a potsherd from Tel Qasileh 

near Jaffa in Israel. The potsherd actually mentions the gold of Ophir and the 

temple of Horon a Canaanite deity.2 Ophir was perhaps located on the oppo-

site side of the Red Sea, on the eastern coast of Africa. First Kings 9:28 states 

that the land can be reached by ship from Ezion-geber. The book of Job men-

tions the gold of Ophir (Job 22:24). The prophet Isaiah in his prophecy against 

Babylon mentioned the rarity of the gold from Ophir. Solomon will unite with 

the Phoenician king Hiram, to use ships to bring out the gold of Ophir. This 

gold was precious and of rare quality.

The items dedicated to this Temple could retire the debt of a small coun-
try. In David’s mind, there was nothing too good for God. Some may say “well 
that is easy for David he is rich!” God does not require equal giving but He 
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does require equal sacrifice. He does not ask you to give what you do not 
have, but He does ask you to give what you do have. David gave of his special 
treasure, not someone else’s. Our gifts should be of good quantity and good 
quality. How is it that David could give at this level? How could he make such 
a contribution and commitment? It was because “he set his affection on the 
house of my God” (29:5). David’s treasure reflected where his heart was.

I have to admit there are times when what I give is not of good quality 
or good quantity. Every few months I clean out my closet. I have to decide 
what items I am going to throw away and what items I am going to give to 
charity. I am embarrassed to say I usually find stuff to give to a charity that 
is not of good quality. It will have stains, broken or missing buttons, and 
broken zippers. There will be rips and tears in the fabric and clothes that 
have two or more pieces usually have one of the pieces missing. I bag them up 
and take them down to the local charity, believing I have done my good and 
godly deed. When it comes to giving, some treat God like I do with my charity 
donation. We give God what we do not want anymore. Instead of giving Him 
what is right, we give Him what is left and we think God should be pleased 
because at least we gave. The quality and the quantity of our giving reflects 
our heart. The heart of the problem is often a problem of the heart.

David requested those people in Israel to do what he did and give to the 
building of the Temple. He asked the people to decide to give but he wants 
the giving to be done willingly (29:5). David did not force them to give but 
requested for them to give. He did not manipulate or coerce them or have a 
gimmick for them to give; he simply asked. Our giving should always be of 
our free will. It should not be coerced or forced or manipulated. Paul reiter-
ates this same concept and applies it to the giving for the saints in Jerusalem. 
He tells the church in Corinth to give “not reluctantly or under compulsion” 
but from the heart or cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:7, NIV).

Following the Leader (29:6-9)

Israel’s gift was to be given to, “the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite” (29:8). 
Why did he mention this? This is a very important fact. To understand this 
bit of information we have to understand who the Gershonites were. Accord-
ing to the Torah, the people that were responsible for the Tabernacle were the 
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Levites. The Tabernacle’s responsibilities were divided among the family of 
Levi. Levi had three sons; Kohath, Merari, and Gershom. Their descendants 
respectively were the Kohathites, Merarites, and Gershonites. Each family 
was responsible for their particular part in taking care of the Tabernacle. The 
Kohathites were responsible for the “the ark, the table, the lampstand, the 
altars, the utensils of the sanctuary with which they ministered, the screen, 
and all the work relating to them” (Numbers 3:31). The Merarite’s respon-
sibilities “included the boards of the tabernacle, its bars, its pillars, its sock-
ets, its utensils, all the work relating to them, and the pillars of the court all 
around, with their sockets, their pegs, and their cords” (Numbers 3:36-37). 
The Gershonites’ duties “included the tabernacle, the tent with its covering, 
the screen for the door of the tabernacle of meeting, the screen for the door 
of the court, the hangings of the court which are around the tabernacle and 
the altar, and their cords, according to all the work relating to them” (Num-
bers 3:25-26). So the gifts were given to Jehiel the Gershonite because it was 
the responsibility of the Gershonites to use the materials for the Temple. 
Just as the Gershonites did for the Tabernacle, he is to do for the Temple.

The giving from willing hearts resulted in rejoicing from the people of 
Israel. They gave from a willing heart and they rejoiced from a willing heart.

God’s Glory and Grace (29:10-15)

David offered to God a public prayer of praise. He praised God because of 
God’s attributes. He praised God because of His eternality, His glory, His 
power, and His majesty. Although David was king, he recognized there was a 
greater King than himself. David understood that it was not his kingdom but 
the kingdom of God that ultimately matters most. He recognized the source 
of his blessings. He is thankful he and the people of Israel were blessed to be 
a part of building the Temple. It is an act of mercy and grace that God allows 
us to be a part of what He is doing. God could have chosen others, but He 
chose us. We need to approach the responsibility with a sense of humility. We 
need to recognize the goodness and the greatness of God by recognizing our 
frailty, weakness, and hopelessness without Him.
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A Heartfelt, Heart Filled Prayer (29:16-21)

David prayed for himself and then he interceded for Israel and Solomon. We 
see that David’s prayer is heartfelt. He prayed about his own heart. He does 
not focus on the actions of his giving but the heart of his giving; it was pure 
and it was done willingly. David shifted from praying for himself to praying 
for the people. He wants their hearts to be pure as well. We see this idea of 
purity of heart when David writes in Psalm 24:4. The person that will stand in 
the Temple of the Lord must have both clean hands and a pure heart. David 
asked the Lord to give a divine echocardiogram to Israel and if it indicates a 
problem, he asked God to do open-heart surgery.

He concluded this portion of the prayer by praying for his son. He asked 
the same thing for his son that he prayed for the people of Israel; a clean and 
pure heart; a heart that desires to keep all of God’s commandments, statutes, 
and ordinances. It was not enough to just keep the deeds, but he wanted 
Solomon to have the desire to keep the deeds. A person can abide by the 
commandments but not have the desire to. David understood this was the 
only way to get the blessings of God. He also prayed for Solomon’s dedication 
to building the Temple. David started him off well by giving to him the plan, 
the provisions, and the people. Solomon has everything he needs physically; 
all he needs now is the perseverance to complete the task. This perseverance 
has to be given by God.

God is not only concerned about what we give but how we give. It is im-
portant to check our motives and the intent of the heart. Even though our 
motives may be pure in our eye that does not mean they are pure in God’s 
sight. Others may look at our actions, but God looks at our attitude. People 
will look at our hands, but God looks at our heart. When we examine our 
heart and realize it is not pure, we need to be real with God and ask God to fix 
our hearts. The kingdom of God demands we seek Him with our whole heart.
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How Can I Follow the Leader?

• Spend time praising God that He has given you a special gift or talent to 

use for His glory.

• In your personal time of prayer, ask God to reveal to you your specific 

area of responsibility in the kingdom of God.

• For the next month, be cognizant of the things you really enjoy doing 

and take notice when someone compliments you on something you 

do well because that may be a way God reveals your spiritual gift and 

talent.

• Make a personal confession if you have failed to use your God-given 

gifts and talents.

• Pray and ask God to give you a sense of contentment with your gifts so 

you will not covet or get jealous of another’s gifts or talents.

Implications and Actions

A child of God should view their possessions differently than those who are 
outside of the kingdom of God. Those who commit themselves to the king-
dom of God understand that everything they have is from God and is by God’s 
grace. God really owns it all. We are just stewards of God’s possessions. God 
blesses us to be a part of what He is doing. It is a privilege and not a right. 
Because He allows us to participate with our possessions, we should have a 
sense of humility. When we do not have the right view of our possessions, 
it impacts what we give and how we give. When we give grudgingly and not 
willingly, it indicates a heart problem. If we view our treasure as ours alone, 
we have a heart problem. God will diagnose our hearts if we ask and allow 
Him to. If we have heart problems, we have to allow God to perform heart 
surgery.
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Questions

1. What prevents us from giving our best to God or to God’s work?

2. What is the difference between how a child of God views their 
wealth and how the unbeliever may view their wealth?

3. Imagine that everyone in the church gave as David and Israel gave. 
What would be the results?

4. How can people recognize that everything they have comes from 
God?

5. What things will we have to sacrifice to fulfill this kingdom mandate 
in our lives?
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NOTES

1 “1 Chronicles 29 explained” in bible-studys.org/Bible Books/1. Chronicles/1.https://bible-

studys.org/Bible%20Books/1%20Chronicles/1%20Chronicles%20Chapter%2029.html.

2 The Gold of Ophir Inscription at www.Bible-history.com/archaeology/Israel/2-gold-of-ophir-

bb.html.
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MAIN IDEA
Leadership must seek God’s interests 
rather than their own.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Does having wisdom guarantee I will act 
wisely?

STUDY AIM
To understand wisdom comes from God, 
but there is no guarantee I will follow that 
wisdom

QUICK READ
Solomon realized the enormity of his po-
sition and the task before him; and so, he 
asked God for wisdom, not personal gain. 
Solomon realized that God was the reason 
for his father David’s success.
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Introduction

There is an interesting episode on the television series the Twilight Zone. A 
small impoverished pawn shop owner purchases a useless old wine bottle or 
so he thought. The bottle actually contained a sharp dressed genie who of-
fered to grant him and his family four wishes. The genie before granting them 
the wishes tells them the rules of the game. He tells them that each wish is 
irrevocable; once it is made it is fulfilled and once fulfilled it is a matter of 
record and it can only be altered by another wish. They contemplated what 
they would ask for. Like many of us, they debated among themselves if they 
should ask for fame, fortune, finances, or a prosperous future. There is an 
interesting statement that the genie makes. He told the pawn shop owners 
to reflect very, very carefully on their wishes because every wish has conse-
quences.

Solomon had someone greater than a fictional genie approach him, it was 
God himself. God asked Solomon what he wished for. Solomon did not ask 
for fame, fortune, or finance but he asked for wisdom so he could rule the 
people well. Solomon did not ask for something for himself but for others. 
Like Solomon, leaders must not seek their own interest but seek the interest 
of others.

2 Chronicles 1:1-13

1 Now Solomon the son of David was strengthened in his kingdom, 

and the lord his God was with him and exalted him exceedingly.
2 And Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the captains of thousands and 

of hundreds, to the judges, and to every leader in all Israel, the heads of 

the fathers’ houses. 3 Then Solomon, and all the assembly with him, went 

to the high place that was at Gibeon; for the tabernacle of meeting with 

God was there, which Moses the servant of the lord had made in the 

wilderness. 4 But David had brought up the ark of God from Kirjath Jearim 

to the place David had prepared for it, for he had pitched a tent for it at 

Jerusalem. 5 Now the bronze altar that Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of 

Hur, had made, he put before the tabernacle of the lord; Solomon and the 

assembly sought Him there. 6 And Solomon went up there to the bronze 
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altar before the lord, which was at the tabernacle of meeting, and offered 

a thousand burnt offerings on it.
7 On that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, “Ask! What 

shall I give you?”
8 And Solomon said to God: “You have shown great mercy to David my 

father, and have made me king in his place. 9 Now, O lord God, let Your 

promise to David my father be established, for You have made me king 

over a people like the dust of the earth in multitude. 10 Now give me wis-

dom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this people; for 

who can judge this great people of Yours?”
11 Then God said to Solomon: “Because this was in your heart, and you 

have not asked riches or wealth or honor or the life of your enemies, nor have 

you asked long life—but have asked wisdom and knowledge for yourself, 

that you may judge My people over whom I have made you king— 12 wis-

dom and knowledge are granted to you; and I will give you riches and 

wealth and honor, such as none of the kings have had who were before 

you, nor shall any after you have the like.”
13 So Solomon came to Jerusalem from the high place that was at Gibeon, 

from before the tabernacle of meeting, and reigned over Israel.

There is a New King in Town (1:1-4)

Solomon was no longer the prince; he was now the king. Even though 2 Chron-
icles is a continuation of 1 Chronicles, time has elapsed between 1 Chronicles 
29 and 2 Chronicles 1. The expression translated “established himself firmly” 
frequently is found where a new king assumed and established his rule and 
maintained his power. There are a few pertinent things that took place in Sol-
omon’s life during his ascension as king. As the new king, he had to eliminate 
any threats to his reign. This involved his enemies and even family members. 
He also showed kindness to his political allies. After eliminating any poten-
tial threats to his kingdom and strengthening his political allies, Solomon 
cemented his authority as king. For a clear understanding of what Solomon 
did, I would encourage you to read 1 Kings chapter 2.

Solomon had some huge shoes to fill but God was with him and exalted 
him. One of the first things Solomon did after he established himself as king 
was to gather all the leaders, judges, and heads of family and go to the high 
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place at Gibeon where the tabernacle was. It was at Gibeon that Solomon 
made a sacrifice. The Chronicler throughout the book emphasized worship 
and prayer. This first scene is a worship scene. The last scene, which we will 
get to later, is a prayer scene.

The Exalted King Exalts the King (1:5-6)

Solomon made sacrifices. He had a concern for proper worship. Proper wor-
ship is individual and collective. It is personal and it is corporate. The sacrifice 
took place at the tabernacle or the meeting place. The Tabernacle was more 
than just a tent for the nation of Israel. The Tabernacle was where the people 
met God. It was a holy place and no one was to enter into it lightly but sol-
emnly and respectfully. Moreover, Solomon made the sacrifices at the bronze 
altar. At this juncture, it is helpful to know more about the bronze altar. The 
author lets the reader know that it was built by “Bezalel the son of Uri, the 
son of Hur.” Who is this? To understand who he was we have to refer back to 
the building plans God gave to Moses about the Tabernacle in Exodus 31:3-
5. God had specifically called Bezalel because he was filled with the Spirit of 
God and he possessed wisdom and knowledge. He was a craftsman; he had 
the artistic ability to work with silver, gold, bronze, and precious stones. In 
building the Temple, Solomon was to utilize the best craftsmen and artisans. 
He was to use wise and skilled people in the kingdom. The bronze altar that 
Bezalel built was a reminder to Solomon that he was to do what Moses did; 
get the plan from God and implement the plan through people. This is what 
true wisdom does.

Applying the Lesson

• Take the time to discover your talents, abilities, and gifts that God has 

given you.

• Explore ways you can use your gifts and talents within the local church.

• Explore ways your gifts and abilities can be used in your community.

• Seek wisdom with regard to how to use your gifts.

• Employ your gifts with an attitude of humility and gratitude.
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True worship involves sacrifice. The first time we see the word worship 
mentioned in the Bible is not in the Psalms but the book of Genesis. It is in 
Genesis 22:5 when Abraham was called to sacrifice his only son. Abraham 
told his servants he and his son were to go up to the mountain and worship. 
The first mention of worship involved a sacrifice. We often confuse worship 
with music, praise, instruments, and organs. When we say worship, we envi-
sion the raising and the clapping of hands and the shedding of tears; whether 
they are tears of joy or sorrow, but the Bible’s idea of worship is connected to 
a sacrificed life. Would you believe you can raise your hands, shed tears, sing 
on the praise and worship team, play an instrument in the church, and still 
not worship? We should worship God with our lips, but more importantly we 
should worship with our lives. Solomon understood that his rule and reign 
needed to be based in true, authentic, and sacrificial worship, personally and 
corporately. He also understood the kingdom needed to be ruled with wis-
dom.

The Bronze Altar

The bronze altar is referred to by several different names in the Bible. It is 

simply called the “altar” (Exodus 27:1-2; 29:12; Leviticus 1:5). It also is referred 

to as the “altar of burnt offering” (Exodus 30:28; 35:16; 40:6) and the altar of 

the Lord (Malachi 2:13). The bronze altar was between the entrance gate and 

the tabernacle structure. This was the altar on which the sacrifices were made 

that Leviticus 1:9 describes as a sweet aroma to the Lord. Before they made it 

to the tabernacle proper, they had to first pass the bronze altar. There was a 

sacrifice before service. No one could enter into the presence of God without 

a proper sacrifice.

Asked and Answered (1:7-13)

The Chronicler emphasized worship throughout the book. He also empha-
sized prayer. We become an ear-witness into a prayer meeting between God 
and Solomon. The same night he offered sacrifice was the same night God 
appeared to Solomon. God asked Solomon one question, “Ask, what shall I 
give you?” Many of us remember the story of the man that found a bottle 
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and once he rubbed it a genie popped out granting him three wishes. When 
we think about that story, we pondered what we would ask for with those 
three wishes. Solomon had the God of the universe asking him what he would 
like. Solomon’s answer was probably different from ours. Before he got to his 
request, he began with an acknowledgment of God’s mercy toward his father 
David, and God’s grace toward him (1:9). Solomon remembered the covenant 
God had made with David his father and asked for God to firmly establish 
that covenant.

What did Solomon ask for? He asked for wisdom. The word wisdom has-
been associated with Solomon ever since he made the request. From the writ-
ings in the book of Proverbs to some of Solomon’s decisions, wisdom has 
been connected to him. The word wisdom (chokmah or pronounced Hok ma) 
is the comprehensive knowledge of things in their proper nature and rela-
tions, together with the power of combining them in the most useful man-
ner. The word is used to express the understanding or knowledge of things, 
both human and divine. It is also used in the sense of ingenuity, skill, dex-
terity, as in the case of the artificers Bezaleel.2 So, Solomon’s request is for 
knowledge and information and the ability to understand how to use the 
knowledge skillfully so he can rule his people well.

He asked for wisdom for two reasons, first, that he may go in and out 
among the people and secondly, that he may judge the people well. This 
phrase go “in and out among the people” is also used about David in 1 Samuel 
18. God had anointed David king. In chapter 18, Saul was trying to kill David. 
The writer of 1 Samuel says the people loved David because he was “in and 
out among the people” (1 Samuel 18:13, 16). In other words, David became 
successful as a leader in Israel and people loved him. Solomon requested that 
he be the successful leader his father was. He also understood the enormity 
of his responsibility because the people he led were not his people but God’s 
people. Leadership in the kingdom of God realizes the people they lead were 
God’s people and not theirs. This should govern how a leader relates to the 
ones they lead. We need to be reminded as leaders that no matter how diffi-
cult people can be, they are still God’s people and not ours.

Solomon asked so he may judge God’s people correctly. He does not ask 
for personal gain. He did not ask based upon his self-interest but the interest 
of others. I have to examine my own prayer life to ascertain how much of 
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my prayers are self-centered and selfish. Solomon’s prayer gives us a good 
pattern for our own prayer life. Our prayers can be about our self and our 
needs and our desires, but it should also be intercessory, about and on behalf 
of others. Our prayers should be prayers that ask for wisdom. As believers we 
need the knowledge and skill to direct our own lives and if we are leaders the 
lives of others. James commanded us to ask for wisdom when we pray. When 
we ask for wisdom God will give it to us because it is His nature for Him to 
give it and His desire for us to have it (James 1:5).

God answered Solomon’s request and not only gave him wisdom but 
gave him riches, wealth, and honor as well. It was because of what was in 
Solomon’s heart that made God give him what he asked for and then some. 
Prayer can reveal what is in your heart. Solomon’s prayer revealed what was 
in his heart. Solomon became the richest man in the world. His fame spread 
throughout the world. The queen of Sheba came from her own country to see 
if the rumors were true about his wisdom and his wealth (2 Chronicles 9).

Many have read about the life of Solomon after this episode in his life. 
We would like to have a storybook ending. We would like to hear at the end 
of this chapter the words “and they lived happily ever after.” Unfortunately, 
we do not have those words. When we read the rest of the story of Solomon 
(1 Kings 9—11). We know that even though he was endowed with wisdom he 
did not always rule wisely. Just because a person has wisdom does not always 
mean they will act wisely.

Implications and Actions

The necessity of worship and prayer cannot be underestimated. We see this in 
the life of Solomon as he established his kingdom. True worship is about our 
life not just our lips. It is sacrificing our life for the King of Kings. A sacrificed 
life moves our focus from what we want and our interests to what God wants 
and His interest. As a leader in the home, in the church, or the community, 
our interest should be toward the welfare of others and not just our welfare. 
Since our life should be focused on God and others, it should reflect in our 
prayers. The major thing we need is wisdom. We often do not have the knowl-
edge, skills, and abilities to live our own life much less lead others so we must 
seek God and seek after wisdom. We may discover, like Solomon, that God 
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can give us what we ask for and sometimes even more. Solomon’s entire life 
offers a warning. The wisdom of God that we receive must be consistently 
and constantly applied throughout our entire life. We can easily get off track 
as Solomon did.

Questions

1. Why do you think our prayers are so selfish and self-centered?

2. How has the church of today misinterpreted authentic worship? 
How do you know when genuine worship has taken place?

3. If God were to grant you what you asked of Him, what would you 
ask for? How does it compare to Solomon’s request?

4. Based upon this lesson, what do you believe the role and responsi-
bility of a leader is?
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5. Solomon sought God when he was faced with a great responsibility. 
What is the first thing you do when you are faced with an enormous 
task?
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MAIN IDEA
Working together reflects the greatness 
of our God.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What do I do with the people God sends 
to me, who have different gifts and tal-
ents?

STUDY AIM
To realize I do not know everything there 
is to know about worship

QUICK READ
Solomon began with modesty and un-
derstanding that what he himself had or 
what he himself knew was limited. This 
is evidence of his great wisdom; that he 
knew his own limitations.
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Introduction

Several years ago, at the peak of my enthusiasm for outdoor adventure, I 
accepted an invitation to visit the jungles of Nicaragua on a mission trip. 
Our task was to build a house for the pastor of a church in a remote village 
nestled several hours up the mighty Coco River. If problems come in all sizes, 
the biggest was that none of us had ever before built a house. The extent of 
my construction knowledge amounted to a hammer and a drill. Needless to 
say, I was out of my element.

Little by little that week in Nicaragua, each of us did what we could. We 
asked for help, made mistakes, and eventually built a house, a God-sized 
work bigger than any of us could have accomplished on our own. To work for 
God’s kingdom is to be reminded that even the most talented among us need 
the full armory of God’s people and wisdom to accomplish a task.

Today’s story in 2 Chronicles 2 gives us a glimpse of how King Solomon 
used his Godly wisdom organizing a people to build the Temple that would 
reflect the greatness of God, a dwelling place for the Lord of Hosts.

2 Chronicles 2:1-12

1 Now Solomon purposed to build a temple for the name of the lord, 

and a royal palace for himself. 2 And Solomon assigned 70,000 men to bear 

burdens and 80,000 to quarry in the hill country, and 3,600 to oversee 

them. 3 And Solomon sent word to Hiram the king of Tyre: “As you dealt 

with David my father and sent him cedar to build himself a house to dwell 

in, so deal with me. 4 Behold, I am about to build a house for the name of 

the lord my God and dedicate it to him for the burning of incense of sweet 

spices before him, and for the regular arrangement of the showbread, and 

for burnt offerings morning and evening, on the Sabbaths and the new 

moons and the appointed feasts of the lord our God, as ordained forever 

for Israel. 5 The house that I am to build will be great, for our God is greater 

than all gods. 6 But who is able to build him a house, since heaven, even 

highest heaven, cannot contain him? Who am I to build a house for him, 

except as a place to make offerings before him? 7 So now send me a man 

skilled to work in gold, silver, bronze, and iron, and in purple, crimson, 

and blue fabrics, trained also in engraving, to be with the skilled workers 
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who are with me in Judah and Jerusalem, whom David my father provid-

ed. 8 Send me also cedar, cypress, and algum timber from Lebanon, for I 

know that your servants know how to cut timber in Lebanon. And my ser-

vants will be with your servants, 9 to prepare timber for me in abundance, 

for the house I am to build will be great and wonderful. 10 I will give for your 

servants, the woodsmen who cut timber, 20,000 cors of crushed wheat, 

20,000 cors of barley, 20,000 baths of wine, and 20,000 baths of oil.”
11 Then Hiram the king of Tyre answered in a letter that he sent to Sol-

omon, “Because the lord loves his people, he has made you king over 

them.” 12 Hiram also said, “Blessed be the lord God of Israel, who made 

heaven and earth, who has given King David a wise son, who has discretion 

and understanding, who will build a temple for the lord and a royal palace 

for himself.

For the Name of the Lord (2:1-3)

When we named our daughter, my wife and I combed through page after 
page of a baby book we had purchased a couple months previous. Among the 
most unique names were Arrow, River, and Thor. In Western culture today, 
people are drawn to names that are uncommon, even exotic, but in the time 
of King Solomon the meaning of a name was rooted much deeper. In bibli-
cal times, a name was more synonymous with a person’s identity, how they 
looked, or how they added value to the world. For instance, the name David 
in Hebrew means “beloved,” an appropriate distinction for Israel’s favorite 
king and for God’s ordained.

The writer of 1 and 2 Chronicles says that Solomon “purposed to build 
a temple for the name of the Lord.” This is not a description of the type of 
habitation he would build, but a statement of its magnitude. This Temple was 
being erected for Elohim, the God who spoke the universe into being, it was 
built for Jehovah Jireh who provided a sacrifice for Abraham, and for Yahweh 
who delivered Israel out of captivity with a “mighty hand and an outstretched 
arm” (Deuteronomy 5:15). This was not a second-rate God, and this would 
not be a second-rate Temple.
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Ark of the Covenant

The Ark of the Covenant is first mentioned in Exodus chapter 25 as a part 

of the building prescription for the tabernacle with all of its elements. Also 

known as the Ark of the Testimony (Exodus 40:3), this Acacia-wood box was 

home to the Ten Commandments and would become the primary means 

by which God would meet with His people. From its creation just after the 

crossing of the Red Sea until the time of Solomon, the Ark has carried along 

with it the presence of God but has not had a place to call home other than 

the nomadic Tabernacle.

So now the Israelites have an established Temple with the Ark at its center. 

God has ordained the exact dimensions, prescribed the precise location in the 

Holy of Holies, and ordained priests to offer blood of sacrifices to God Himself. 

In God’s Old Testament economy, this was the means by which God would 

meet with people. All in all, much of what is driven into the hearts and minds 

of God’s children point to the coming of an ultimate sacrifice that would take 

away the sin of humanity once and for all, a sacrifice that would spare the 

future need for a temple and an ark.

The writer also appears to make a point of the sequence of events. Solo-
mon was intent on two major projects, the Temple and “a royal palace” (2:1). 
Notice which came first. A place for God to be worshiped had the highest val-
ue. The royal palace was a gift to Solomon stemming from the wealth prom-
ised to him by God (1:11-12). Godly wisdom always places priority on the 
giver over the gift.

Solomon purposed to take on a God-sized task, and in all of his wisdom 
he knew that an effort for the kingdom required more than just one set of 
hands. Instead of going it alone, Solomon brought others into the work. He 
was king, and what did he have at his disposal? People. And a lot of them, all 
shapes and sizes, young and old, introverted and extroverted, mathematical 
and artistic. Solomon knew instinctively that a project of supernatural mag-
nitude would require the giftings and personalities of many different people. 
The King assigned thousands of Israelite overseers and workers to the proj-
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ect, and he didn’t stop with just his closest circle of friends. Solomon also 
reached out for help to his dad’s old friend, Hiram, King of Tyre.

What Solomon knew then about Israel is what we can learn today about 
the church; we are called to work with others in ministry because every king-
dom-task is a God-sized task. It often seems easier to just do the work our-
selves, but we must be able to bring others along in order to fully build up 
God’s church, which is His people.

Sacrifice (2:4-6)

However, even if the most skilled people on earth join together to build a 
house for God, can they ever succeed? Solomon posed this question in his let-
ter to Hiram (2:6). What type of house can humans build that could contain 
the Creator of Heaven and earth? Often times wisdom begins by recognizing 
the magnitude of God. We couldn’t fit God into a man-made temple any more 
than we could fit the wind into a keyhole, but that wasn’t the point. The Tem-
ple was not about size, but about sacrifice.

When my wife Krystal and I were married, I had a lot to learn about sac-
rifice. This was no longer a dating relationship with a few grandiose gestures 
to woo her over, but a marriage that required day-by-day surrender. I learned 
that keeping the dishes clean and the floors swept meant much more to her 
than large-scale tokens of affection. Over time I figured out that love is most 
potent in the form of daily sacrifice. Solomon agreed with this notion in his 
letter to Hiram. The Temple was to be built for three purposes, “the burn-
ing of incense of sweet spices,” “regular arrangement of the showbread,” and 
“burnt offerings morning and evening” (2:4). This was the ordained prescrip-
tion for worship in ancient Israel, daily sacrifices and offerings.

Fast-forward about a thousand years and we find a sacrifice of a different 
kind taking place just outside of Jerusalem. As Jesus breathed His last on 
the cross, he whispered the Aramaic word, “It is Finished” (John 19:30), or 
more potently, “the sacrifice is accomplished.” The old system had come to an 
end, and the new system had now begun. In light of this, there is no longer a 
need to offer sacrifices in order to atone for our sin. The Apostle Paul instead 
directs believers to “present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and accept-
able to God, which is your spiritual worship” (Romans 12:1). Notice that this 
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new form of worship has nothing to do with the importance of the service we 
perform, the size of audience, or the size of our checkbook. Instead, worship 
now has everything to do with the heart. Solomon’s aim should be our aim as 
well, to please God and honor Him above all.

Organizing Ministry (2:7-10)

In this collection of verses, Solomon gets to the logistics of the work. He has 
already given proper vision to Hiram, the high-altitude picture of the “what 
and why,” but now it’s time to get down to the details.

After my adventure on the Coco River Basin, I decided to try my hand at 
building something myself. Woodworking was now in my blood I thought, af-
ter all I had just built someone’s house in the middle of nowhere. So, I set off 
to build a backyard shed for myself. I sketched out a drawing of the structure, 
headed to the hardware store, and loaded up the lumber. Tools, check. Wood, 
check. Hardware, check. Exact plans and specifications, no check. As I stood 
in my backyard realizing the error of my ways, I had a brief epiphany. Appar-
ently, I needed a plan. The shed eventually came together, and was mostly 
level, but I could have saved myself plenty of time and energy had I thought 
to draw up the plans.

King Solomon did not make this same mistake, in fact, he shows himself 
to be a master at organizing kingdom work. Solomon continues his letter to 
Hiram asking for somebody skilled in four types of metals, three colors of 
fabric, and three species of tree. This Temple would be no boring house of 
worship, but a masterpiece designed for the Master. Solomon didn’t just go 
straight toward what was familiar either, he branched all the way out to Leba-
non, no pun intended. The king understood the value of organizing ministry, 
as did many biblical heroes before and after such as Moses, David, and Paul. 
Nehemiah was so skilled at casting and organizing a vision, that he was able 
to rebuild the city wall in Jerusalem in a mere fifty-two days.

In the midst of the logistical planning and strategy, Solomon doesn’t lose 
focus on what is important. He honors the legacy of his father David, the 
previous king, by reminding Hiram it was David who provided the vast sea of 
workers for this project (2:7). Often times in God’s kingdom, we are called to 
continue somebody else’s work. In fact, Jesus reminds us, “I sent you to reap 
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that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered 
into their labor” (John 4:38). We are all standing on the shoulders of some-
body who came before us. Our time on earth is temporary, but our work for 
the kingdom of God is eternal.

Leading Others to Worship (2:11-12)

The final two verses of our study give us a glimpse of how Solomon’s letter 
was received by King Hiram. Tyre was located off the coast of the Mediter-
ranean Sea, about one hundred forty miles Northwest of Jerusalem in Leb-
anon. Hiram had been a close ally of Solomon’s father David and had essen-
tially supplied the materials for David’s own house (2 Samuel 5:11). Although 
an ally of the nation of Israel, Hiram was still an outsider and king of a pagan 
people. Nevertheless, Hiram sees the wisdom of Solomon combined with his 
love for God and replies in kind. Can you imagine a pagan king worshiping 
the God of Israel? That is exactly what happened. “Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel, who made heaven and earth” (2:12). Hiram’s reply isn’t just compli-
ance, but worship.

Applying Solomon’s Wisdom

To grow in wisdom in your daily life:

• Begin by asking for Godly wisdom in your daily prayer time.

• Confess your need for God’s wisdom over your own.

• Practice bringing others into the work God has given you to oversee.

• Ask God what you can sacrifice daily to honor Him.

Solomon set the tone by reminding Hiram of the great worth of Israel’s 
God. Because He is great, His Temple must be great. This was not to be a 
dedication of Solomon’s power like other kings, this was something eternal. 
Hiram saw right through to the heart of the king, and it caused a pagan ruler 
to bow down in adoration and worship. Now let’s bring this principle into 
the present. Our calling as followers of Christ, filled with the Spirit of God, 



Lesson 5: Ready to Build 59

is to walk in the wisdom in which Solomon walked, to speak with the honor 
in which Solomon spoke, and to call both believers and others alike to love 
God with their heart, mind, and soul. We do this by living a life worthy of the 
gospel of Christ, so the people inside and outside of our circle of influence 
would also believe. Solomon brought those close to him into the work of God 
and lived his life in a way those far from him would also believe.

Implications and Actions

If we spend our life putting trust in our own ability and competence, we will 
never fulfill the calling God has for us. Solomon’s wisdom was a gift from 
God based upon a humble heart. Today, remember that the “Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you” (Romans 8:11), which means 
you have the wisdom of Solomon at your fingertips. God “opposes the proud 
but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6), so walk in wisdom and practice 
walking in humility.

Questions

1. Reflecting on the vast wealth and power of Solomon, why do you 
think he asked another king for help?

2. In his letter to Hiram, Solomon honored his father and former king, 
David. Who is someone in your own life you should honor for their 
Godly heritage?
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3. How has Solomon’s outlook on sharing Kingdom-sized work with 
others changed your own views? How can you apply this principle 
to your own life?

4. Reflect upon Solomon’s ability to lead a pagan king to worship Isra-
el’s God? How can this be accomplished in your life?
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MAIN IDEA
Pillars are the strength of the church.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Would I be considered a pillar, a reminder 
of God’s goodness and faithfulness, in the 
body of Christ?

STUDY AIM
To understand that a pillar is someone 
who strengthens the entire body of Christ

QUICK READ
As long as believers serve, trust, and obey 
the Lord, they will have His strength and 
endurance, like a pillar.

BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Introduction

Over the past decade, between mission trips and teaching at conferences, I 
have had the opportunity to visit twenty-three countries on four continents. 
Our world is amazing, and my brief stay in Cairo, Egypt several years ago 
was particularly interesting. Just outside of the city stands one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World, the Great Pyramids of Giza. I was awestruck 
by the sheer size of these structures, the largest standing tall at 451 feet. But 
did you know that the Great Pyramids pale in comparison to the size of the 
Burj Khalifa skyscraper in Dubai, UAE? Standing at 2,722 feet, just over half 
a mile, the Burj Khalifa is the tallest building on planet earth. But did you 
know that the Burj Khalifa doesn’t even compare to the Great Wall of China? 
The work on the Great Wall began in 221 B.C. and spans a whopping 13,170 
miles. At that length, you could lay over 25,000 Burj Khalifa buildings end on 
end and still not reach the edge. What do all of these impressive structures 
have in common? As massive as they are, not one of them can compare to the 
magnitude of God.

Today’s story talks about another building that was impressive for its 
time. We find ourselves getting to witness the construction of the house of 
God in Jerusalem, the Jewish Temple.

2 Chronicles 3:1-17

1 Then Solomon began to build the house of the lord in Jerusalem on 

Mount Moriah, where the lord had appeared to David his father, at the 

place that David had appointed, on the threshing floor of Ornan the 

Jebusite. 2 He began to build in the second month of the fourth year of 

his reign. 3 These are Solomon’s measurements for building the house of 

God: the length, in cubits of the old standard, was sixty cubits, and the 

breadth twenty cubits. 4 The vestibule in front of the nave of the house was 

twenty cubits long, equal to the width of the house, and its height was 120 

cubits. He overlaid it on the inside with pure gold. 5 The nave he lined with 

cypress and covered it with fine gold and made palms and chains on it. 6 He 

adorned the house with settings of precious stones. The gold was gold of 

Parvaim. 7 So he lined the house with gold—its beams, its thresholds, its 

walls, and its doors—and he carved cherubim on the walls.
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8 And he made the Most Holy Place. Its length, corresponding to the 

breadth of the house, was twenty cubits, and its breadth was twenty cubits. 

He overlaid it with 600 talents of fine gold. 9 The weight of gold for the nails 

was fifty shekels. And he overlaid the upper chambers with gold.
10 In the Most Holy Place he made two cherubim of wood and over-

laid them with gold. 11 The wings of the cherubim together extended 

twenty cubits: one wing of the one, of five cubits, touched the wall of the 

house, and its other wing, of five cubits, touched the wing of the other 

cherub; 12 and of this cherub, one wing, of five cubits, touched the wall of 

the house, and the other wing, also of five cubits, was joined to the wing 

of the first cherub. 13 The wings of these cherubim extended twenty cubits. 

The cherubim stood on their feet, facing the nave. 14 And he made the veil 

of blue and purple and crimson fabrics and fine linen, and he worked cher-

ubim on it.
15 In front of the house he made two pillars thirty-five cubits high, with 

a capital of five cubits on the top of each. 16 He made chains like a neck-

lace and put them on the tops of the pillars, and he made a hundred pome-

granates and put them on the chains. 17 He set up the pillars in front of the 

temple, one on the south, the other on the north; that on the south he 

called Jachin, and that on the north Boaz.

Purchase of the Temple (3:1-7)

Jerusalem was not always home to the Jewish people. In the early years of 
David’s reign, the Lord gave the city over to the Hebrews to become their cap-
ital city in the Promised Land. In the centuries leading up to this time, God 
dwelt with people on earth within the confines of the tabernacle. It is here in 
the days of Solomon, however, that a permanent house for God would finally 
be built.

Immediately, we are told that the location of the Temple has already been 
decided; it is to be built upon “Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared 
to David his father, at the place that David had appointed, on the threshing 
floor of Ornan the Jebusite” (3:1). The history of Mount Moriah is a crimson 
thread that spans from Genesis, where the Lord provided a sacrifice in the 
place of Isaac (Genesis 22), all the way to the Gospels where Jesus would be 
crucified upon a hill located in the same mountain range (John 19). King Da-
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vid purchased the threshing floor from Ornan (1 Chronicles 21) in order to 
build an altar to the Lord. It is at this intersection where we find one of the 
most important lessons about worship and sacrifice.

Ornan the Jebusite was a fairly normal man threshing wheat on that par-
ticular day, so when he saw David coming up the mountain toward him, he 
stopped what he was doing and naturally paid homage to the king. Not only 
this, but Ornan also offered the land to David for free. I’m sure this would 
have been an enticing deal not to pass up, but as we know, David had the 
heart of a worshiper. He responds, “No, but I will buy them for the full price. 
I will not take for the Lord what is yours, nor offer burnt offerings that cost 
me nothing” (1 Chronicles 21:24). David understood what many of us today 
miss, there should always be a cost to our worship. The Apostle Paul echoes 
this sentiment when he says, “present your bodies as a living sacrifice…which 
is your spiritual worship” (Romans 12:1). We often find today that comfort 
takes precedence over sacrifice and personal preference over humility, while 
instead, God is calling us to prefer others even over ourselves (Philippians 
2:3).

Circling back to our story, this threshing floor had to be purchased for the 
Temple to be built. In other words, the dwelling place of God would have to 
be on land that was bought with a price. What an incredible foreshadowing of 
another transaction that was made within the same mountain range. God’s 
ultimate plan of redemption was to make His dwelling place inside of people, 
but those people would have to be purchased to become a temple for God’s 
presence. Jesus Christ in all of His glory left Heaven, wrapped Himself in 
flesh, dwelt among people fully God and fully man, was crucified on a cross, 
buried in a tomb, and rose three days later. This is our redemption story!

Beauty of the Temple (3:8-14)

Have you ever seen something so extraordinary that it shocked you to your 
core? In Germany, I had the privilege of visiting the Cologne Cathedral. The 
fact that construction began in the year 1248 made this colossal and ornate 
structure all the more impressive. The Cathedral had already survived cen-
turies of weather and wars, even enduring several aerial bombings in World 
War II. The size of the church actually benefited its own survival in the war. 
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Built with two adjacent towers, both standing a formidable five hundred six-
teen feet, the architecture actually served as a perfect navigational guide for 
bombers. Inside I stood in complete awe, the organ playing dark-age German 
hymns while I was left speechless at the magnitude of the room, the detailed 
artistry, and the ancient history.

This is exactly what the Jewish people would have experienced as they 
gazed upon Solomon’s Temple. The house of God was meant to be unmatched 
in beauty and daunting in size, about twenty stories tall at its peak. The fact 
that Solomon’s Temple was big should come as no surprise, it was in fact be-
ing built for the God of the Universe. Of course, Solomon was aware that no 
building could ever be built big enough to contain God, but it was really the 
inside adornments that were the most impressive! This Temple was meant to 
be absolutely stunning. The inside was overlaid with pure gold, cypress was 
used as well as precious stones. In fact, in October of 1924 German Professor 
Ignatz Alfred Grotte wrote an article for the Jewish Daily Bulletin estimating 
the Temple to have cost no less than thirty million dollars, which would be 
over a billion dollars in today’s economy. Suffice it to say, this Temple was 
grandiose!

And yet the Temple, in all of its splendor, cannot even compare to the 
value of God’s children. In fact, Jesus reminds us in the gospel of Matthew, 
“Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of 
life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these” (Matthew 6:26-29). Even Solo-
mon in all his glory, riches, gold, Temple building, foreign relations, wisdom, 
fine linens, and so much more, does not compare to the worth that your Cre-
ator places upon you. However, it’s not that the human body has this intrin-
sic worth on its own, in fact, according to datagenetics.com, adding up the 
monetary value of every one of the sixty elements that makes up a human 
body, it turns out that we are only worth about one hundred sixty dollars. 
How’s that for a “feel good” lesson?
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The Most Holy Place

In the middle of our story, the Most Holy Place is mentioned as well as the 

adornments which were put inside. The Most Holy Place, also known as the 

Holy of Holies, was a room situated behind the Holy Place inside of the Tem-

ple. Only the High Priest was allowed to enter the Most Holy Place once a year 

on Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement. The High Priest was to bring with 

him the sacrifices prescribed by God, a bull and a goat, which would cover the 

sins of all the people. He was also to sprinkle the blood of these sacrifices upon 

the Ark of the Covenant which was behind the veil.

When Jesus Christ was crucified, the veil inside of the Holy of Holies was 

ripped from top to bottom, signifying the end of the Old Testament sacrificial 

system. Because of Christ’s sacrifice once for all, the writer of Hebrew says 

that “we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus” 

(Hebrews 10:19, NIV).

The fact we are more valuable than Solomon’s riches is because we are 
made in the image of God, and as believers we are the temple of God Himself. 
Before Jesus ascended into Heaven, He reminded the disciples that He would 
never leave them without His presence. A few weeks later at Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit was sent to dwell within the disciples and continues to live and 
work within every believer today. Paul describes it in this way, “to them God 
chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the 
glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 
1:27).

Strength of the Temple (3:15-17)

We are fascinated with strength, and God has made humans to be pretty 
strong indeed. Hicham El Guerrouj of Morocco holds the world record for 
the fastest mile time at three minutes forty-three seconds and thirteen mil-
liseconds. According to Guinness World Records, Carlton Williams holds the 
record for most pushups accomplished in one hour at a whopping two thou-
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sand six hundred eighty-two. Humans are constantly looking for great shows 
of strength no matter how far-fetched they are. I bet you didn’t know that 
Prabhakar Reddy P holds the record of two hundred twelve walnuts crushed 
in a minute, or that also in one-minute Abheesh P. Dominic can smash one 
hundred twenty-two coconuts.

As strong as we are, however, humans do not even broach the top ten 
list for the world’s strongest creatures. Coming in at number one is the great 
and mighty Oribatid Mite. Wait what? That’s right, this tiny insect is only a 
millimeter in size, but can lift eleven hundred eighty times its body weight. 
That would be about 212,400 pounds for an average human.

A deep respect for great strength seems to be built into us as humans and 
rightfully so, we are in fact made in the image of a God that can hold apart 
an ocean or move a mountain. As we finish our story for today, we find King 
Solomon finishing off the Temple with two pillars, each “thirty-five cubits 
high, with a capital of five cubits on top of each” (3:15), about sixty feet total. 
The height of these pillars actually varies based upon different books of the 
Bible, but one thing is for sure, these pillars were massive. Their strength was 
actually of great importance for the house of God. For starters, they held 
up the structure much like a weight bearing wall in your home. In addition, 
they were meant to inspire awe for the onlookers approaching God’s house. 
But the mere size and strength of the pillars were not the only fascinating 
feature. Both pillars were decorated with “chains like a necklace,” that were 
holding hundreds of fashioned pomegranates for décor as well as “lily-work” 
at the top (1 Kings 7:22).

Why does this matter to us today? Much like the Temple pillars, God has 
created men and women to be pillars in His church. Take a glance at Galatians 
2:7-9 and notice that Paul calls James, Cephas, and John, “pillars.” In this 
case, we have three men who were trusted by the church, provided leadership 
for the church, and displayed God’s strength within the church. A pillar is 
somebody even today who strengthens the entire body of Christ. In the final 
verse of our story, we find that King Solomon concluded the building of the 
Temple by naming the pillars, “that on the south he called Jachin, and that on 
the north Boaz” (3:17). The name Jachin in Hebrew means firm, upright, sta-
ble and he establishes, while the name Boaz means power, might, and in him 
is strength. Solomon undoubtedly chose these names as a reminder to the 
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Hebrew children that God is the one who establishes their steps, He brings 
stability, He gives power and might to the weak, and even in the beauty of 
pomegranates, God is the one who provides the bounty.

A modern pillar in the church is a person who walks in the strength and 
endurance of God, who reminds those around them of God’s faithfulness in 
provision, and who brings stability in times of uncertainty. If this can be said 
of you, you are probably seen as a pillar in your local church.

How can I become a pillar in my church?

Practical ways to becoming a pillar in the local church:

• Begin by asking for God’s strength on a daily basis.

• Find a place to serve faithfully and do so with a joyful and encouraging 

spirit.

• Look for ways in your church where you can prefer other’s preferences 

over your own.

• Ask God for specific ways you can encourage leaders in your congrega-

tion.

Implications and Actions

What does it take to become a pillar in the house of God? James, Cephas, and 
John were pillars in the early church just as our churches need strong men 
and women to be pillars today. Do people consider you trustworthy, always 
tell the truth, and remaining free from gossip? Are you seen as a leader, serv-
ing faithfully and joyfully in the ministry God has called you to? Do you bring 
strength to the body, remaining calm in times of crisis, and always point-
ing others toward Jesus? Today we need pillars with the courage to live with 
these qualities. Let’s ask the Lord this week to help us develop or maintain 
these Godly characteristics as He molds us into pillars in His church.
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Questions

1. What do you think went through King David’s head when Ornan of-
fered his land for free? Do you wonder if he first thought of excuses 
to take that price?

2. What do you think God is trying to show us today through David’s 
reaction to Ornan’s gracious offer?

3. The Bible says Christ in us is the “hope of glory.” What are some 
common idols we tend to put our hope in today?

4. If I am to become a pillar in the church, what are some things God 
needs to refine within me?
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MAIN IDEA
After a sacrifice of service, and after the 
sanctifying of our lives, there must be a 
true heartfelt and Spirit-led praise. God 
wants us to worship Him in Spirit and in 
Truth.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
What brings the glory of God to my wor-
ship?

STUDY AIM
To learn how it is, what it means, and how 
it feels to be in the presence of God

QUICK READ
The Temple, in particular the Ark of the 
Covenant, represented the very presence 
of God among His people. And even to-
day, the presence of God is still with us.
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STUDY 
GUIDE 
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Introduction

The Bible says that, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 
proclaims his handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). Did you know the universe is quite 
literally filled with the sounds of worship? In August of 1977, Voyager 2 was 
sent out into the universe to study the outer reaches of our solar system 
sending back images and data to NASA scientists. It is the only spacecraft 
to have visited both Ice Giants, Uranus and Neptune, and returned some 
amazing images and sounds over the years. Scientists use technology like 
Voyager 2 and other space radios to study the universe by listening to the 
sounds it makes. For instance, the rotation of Star PSR B0329+54 located in 
the Vela Constellation creates a sound like a drumbeat. In contrast, Star PSR 
B1937+21 is known as the second fastest pulsar ever discovered, completing 
642 rotations every second, roughly seven times the speed of light, and cre-
ating a high pitch tune. Put them together and you have a song!

Did you know we have 150-250 billion stars in the Milky Way Galaxy 
alone? Andromeda Galaxy boasts an impressive 1 trillion stars. And those 
are just two of the 100-200 billion galaxies in the universe, all creating music. 
Science might claim these are the natural sounds of a universe created by 
chance, but Psalm 19 reminds us that these stars are simply doing what they 
were created to do, worship!

2 Chronicles 5:1-14

1 Thus all the work that Solomon did for the house of the lord was finished. 

And Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated, 

and stored the silver, the gold, and all the vessels in the treasuries of the 

house of God.
2 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the 

tribes, the leaders of the fathers’ houses of the people of Israel, in Jerusa-

lem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the lord out of the city of David, 

which is Zion. 3 And all the men of Israel assembled before the king at the 

feast that is in the seventh month. 4 And all the elders of Israel came, and 

the Levites took up the ark. 5 And they brought up the ark, the tent of 

meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; the Levitical priests 

brought them up. 6 And King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, 
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who had assembled before him, were before the ark, sacrificing so many 

sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or numbered. 7 Then the 

priests brought the ark of the covenant of the lord to its place, in the inner 

sanctuary of the house, in the Most Holy Place, underneath the wings of 

the cherubim. 8 The cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the 

ark, so that the cherubim made a covering above the ark and its poles. 9 And 

the poles were so long that the ends of the poles were seen from the Holy 

Place before the inner sanctuary, but they could not be seen from outside. 

And they are there to this day. 10 There was nothing in the ark except the 

two tablets that Moses put there at Horeb, where the lord made a covenant 

with the people of Israel, when they came out of Egypt. 11 And when the 

priests came out of the Holy Place (for all the priests who were present 

had consecrated themselves, without regard to their divisions, 12 and all 

the Levitical singers, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, their sons and kins-

men, arrayed in fine linen, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, stood east of the 

altar with 120 priests who were trumpeters; 13 and it was the duty of the 

trumpeters and singers to make themselves heard in unison in praise and 

thanksgiving to the lord), and when the song was raised, with trumpets 

and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise to the lord, “For he 

is good, for his steadfast love endures forever,” the house, the house of 

the lord, was filled with a cloud, 14 so that the priests could not stand to 

minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the lord filled the house of 

God.

The Work is Finished (5:1-5)

“Thus, all the work that Solomon did for the house of the LORD was finished” 
(5:1). As humans, we love the big payoff. After days, months, or years of hard 
work, we want to see the end result. My wife and I love to watch the HGTV 
Series Fixer Upper where Chip and Joanna Gaines spend months replenish-
ing old dilapidated houses and turning them into their client’s dream homes. 
If it were up to me, we would just skip to the final ten minutes and see the 
beautiful end result, but my wife is just as captivated by the journey as I am 
by the result. The last few chapters of 2 Chronicles have been a journey, but 
at the beginning of chapter five we finally get to see the result. The work is 
complete. Or is it?
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Moving day has arrived, and the King has ordered all of the things ded-
icated by his father, David, to be brought into the Temple. Not only has the 
Temple now been furnished, King Solomon is throwing a party to celebrate 
its completion. The feast is to include the elders, the heads of every tribe, the 
leaders of the “fathers’ houses” (5:2), and all the men of Israel.

In their eyes, the work was finished. God now had a place on earth to 
call home, to dwell with His people, and the Israelites had a place to offer 
sacrifices that would cover their sin. However, in God’s eyes, the work was 
far from complete. In fact, over the next few centuries, the Temple would be 
destroyed, rebuilt, and destroyed again. Solomon’s Temple would stand for 
about 400 years before it is destroyed by the Babylonians (2 Kings 25:8-9). 
After 70 years, the Hebrew children would return to Jerusalem and rebuild 
the Temple once again (Ezra 6:15).

This Temple would eventually be where Jesus Himself would teach as a 
boy, drive out moneychangers as a man, and where God would tear the cur-
tain in two as a sacrifice. Finally, in the year A.D. 70, the Romans would lay 
siege to Jerusalem and obliterate the Temple for good. The Temple may have 
been demolished; however, a different work had already been accomplished, 
a work central to our worship today. A new Temple had been erected, but not 
one that could be destroyed. The presence of God was no longer in a building 
in Jerusalem, but with people. The sacrifices that were needed to atone for 
sin were null and void. The new Temple, that had been completed by Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, now becomes the central point of our New Testa-
ment worship. This is the essence of our New Testament worship. The cross 
of Jesus must be central corporately, as each worshiper is individually aware 
that salvation was made possible by His sacrifice alone. As you sing this week, 
remember it is only by Jesus’ blood that you are able to approach God.

Rehearsing for a Future Glory (5:2, 12)

The sound of excitement could likely be heard for miles around at the dedica-
tion of Solomon’s Temple. Between the elders, heads of every tribe, leaders of 
the fathers’ houses, and all of the men of Israel, this would have been quite a 
crowd and quite a sense of celebration. Solomon understood the importance 
that every tribe was to be represented to usher in the Lord. The Levitical 
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singers were brought in to lead the people in worship, each one dressed for 
the occasion. Also with them were a litany of instruments including cymbals, 
harps, lyres, and trumpets. It is in verse 12 that we find a curious detail, the 
exact location of the trumpeters, east of the altar.

The Mount of Olives

The Mount of Olives plays an important role in the Bible. This is the location of 

several biblical stories including the resurrection of Lazarus in the nearby town 

of Bethany, the arrest of Jesus, and the prophecy of His return. The Mount of 

Olives is named for the olive groves, which grow on its western slope. These 

olive groves became known in the Bible as the Garden of Gethsemane. In or-

der to reach the town of Bethany from Jerusalem, one must cross the Kidron 

Valley and ascend the Mount of Olives. This is the town to which Jesus trav-

eled in John chapter 11 to raise Lazarus from the dead. Seven chapters later, 

before His arrest, Jesus and His disciples enjoyed the Last Supper in an upper 

room in Jerusalem. The account in John chapter 18 says that after they sang a 

hymn, they traveled across the Kidron valley to the Garden of Gethsemane. It 

was here Jesus was betrayed by Judas, arrested, and led back into Jerusalem.

Today, thousands of tourists visit the Mount of Olives each year to catch a 

glimpse of the Old City of Jerusalem, the Temple Mount, and walk through the 

Garden of Gethsemane. Zechariah 14:4 is a prophecy concerning the return 

of Jesus in the last days to the Mount of Olives before entering Jerusalem as 

King.

Due east of the Temple Mount, just across the Kidron Valley stands the 
Mount of Olives, the location of Christ’s ascension into Heaven (Acts 1:9,12; 
Luke 24:50-53) and according to the Prophet Zechariah, will be the place of 
His final return (Zechariah 14:4). It was the responsibility of the singers and 
trumpeters to raise up a song with which the people could sing and usher in 
the Ark of the Covenant, the presence of the Lord. From east of the altar, 
the trumpets began to play, a beautiful and hidden foreshadowing of a fu-
ture inauguration, for just as Solomon’s trumpeters lined up to escort God’s 
presence into Jerusalem, there will come another day when trumpeters from 
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Heaven line up east of Jerusalem to escort Christ to the earth once and for 
all. “And they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet 
call” (Matthew 24:30-31).

As worshipers today, we are to practice for that future glory. On that day, 
there will be no sense of national pride or stylistic disunity. The worship wars 
of old will be long gone, and all that will be left are hearts made pure. As you 
corporately worship this week, choose to put aside your own preferences and 
sing from the heart. Remember, we are not starting this anthem, we are sim-
ply joining myriads of saints and angels, people on earth and the stars in the 
heavens, all giving glory to the King.

Trading Priests for a Priest (5:6-10)

Finally, the worship service began. The Temple has been prepped, the animals 
were on the altar, and the priests were moving the ark to the Most Holy Place. 
In Solomon’s day, worship services could only be performed by priests, men 
from the tribe of Levi specially chosen by God to oversee the Temple. It was 
the priests alone who could make sacrifices, and it was the High Priest alone 
who could enter into the Most Holy Place once a year to offer a sacrifice for 
the sins of the people. Can you imagine the relief once that sacrifice had been 
made each year?

Verse 6 tells us the priests were sacrificing “so many sheep and oxen that 
they could not be counted or numbered” (5:6). The truth is that there were 
not enough animals in all of Israel much less the entire world to atone for 
the people’s sin, “for it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 
away sins” (Hebrews 10:3-4). Instead, Christ came into the world and gave us 
a better way, His own blood given at the cross, “and by that will we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (He-
brews 10:10). Once for all. Some of the most beautiful and liberating words 
ever spoken. For Solomon, it was the priest alone who could approach God. 
For us, Jesus has become our high priest (Hebrews 8). For Solomon, count-
less animals had to be sacrificed to absolve sin. For us, Jesus became sin that 
we might become “the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).
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As we worship this week, we approach God through Jesus by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, and we remember that we stand not on our own righteous-
ness, but on Christ alone. Jesus told the woman at the well in John chapter 
4, “believe me, the hour is coming  when neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Father” (John 4:21). Instead of a physical 
location, New Testament worship takes place in the heart of the true believer.

A Different Type of Worship (3:15-17)

My family and I are much more mountain people than we are beach people. 
One year in particular, I was hiking a trail with a group of friends. Mount 
Baldy lies in the heart of Glorieta, New Mexico and boasts a 5 hour hike 
up to the summit. At one point, only a few hundred yards away, something 
completely unexpected happened. Turning one of the final corners, the trail 
opened up to a fairly quaint meadow nestled between the trees. It was in 
that moment I walked upon a massive cinnamon shaded black bear the size 
of Montana. Everything stopped, including my heart. I dropped my canteen, 
radio, and backpack and froze, never taking my eyes off of the bear until it 
had disappeared into the forest. In this moment, I experienced a sense of awe 
for God’s creation.

A.W. Tozer once said, “I can safely say, on the authority of all that is re-
vealed in the Word of God, that any man or woman on this earth who is bored 
and turned off by worship is not ready for heaven.” Worship must begin with 
awe for the majesty of God’s power and wonder at the mercy of God’s sacri-
fice.

Back to 2 Chronicles where the singers and musicians had made them-
selves ready for the culmination. The lead worshipers, Asaph, Heman, and 
Jeduthun along with the choir and musicians were to “make themselves 
heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving to the Lord” (5:13), but what hap-
pens next, nobody could have expected. The Bible says when the song of wor-
ship was raised, the Temple was filled with a cloud so thick that everything 
else halted in its path. My moment on the mountain would have been a mere 
speck compared to the grandeur of God’s presence arriving in the Temple. 
The glory of God filled the room, and everything stopped. Like Mary in Luke 
10:42, nothing else mattered other than Him.
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Corporate worship is much more than a production, music style, or tra-
dition. When we gather together to worship, we should expect to encounter 
the living God. In his book, Celebration of Discipline, Richard Foster calls this 
a “holy expectancy.” There is a transcendence that occurs when God’s people, 
filled with God’s Spirit, lift their voices in unity to sing God’s praise.

This week prepare your own heart for worship before Sunday. Take time 
to remember His faithfulness, pray for unity, and then expect to encounter 
Him. It is in that moment, that we as a church can truly say, surely the pres-
ence of the Lord is in this place.

How can I prepare for corporate worship this week?

Practical ways to prepare for worship:

• Begin by acknowledging that you only come to God through Jesus by 

the Spirit.

• Ask the Lord every day this week to help you become more aware of His 

presence in your church.

• Wake up early on Sunday, spend time in the Word of God, sing a song 

of praise, and tell the Lord of your excitement to worship Him with your 

church.

• Arrive early to the service. As you sing, take in every word with gratitude 

in your heart for this precious gift of worship.

• Do it all again next week!

Implications and Actions

Corporate worship does not begin and end on Sunday. In Romans 12:1, Paul 
tells us to offer up our very lives as living sacrifices, “holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship.” We are to live our lives as worshipers. 
Begin looking at your job as worship, your relationships as worship, and your 
service to the Kingdom as worship. This is known as lifestyle worship and it 
will transform how you sing to the Lord on Sunday.
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Questions

1. Is there anything in my life that could be hindering me from en-
countering God’s presence?

2. Why do you think God waited until the singers made themselves 
heard in unison to manifest His presence?

3. What are some practical steps you can take to better prepare for 
corporate worship?

4. How can you encourage your local church Pastor and Worship Pas-
tor this week?

NOTES

To hear Star PSR B0329+54 (drumbeat):
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC05QMJSa8U

To hear Star PSR B1937+21 and others (high pitch):
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x5BQV3WX80E



BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 

MAIN IDEA
Obedience to the vision demands submis-
sion of self to God.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE
Has God given me a vision? A dream? A 
Kingdom assignment?

STUDY AIM
To realize my disappointments and sacri-
fices are the price tags for success

QUICK READ
Solomon would have never built the Tem-
ple if David would not have had the dream 
engraved in his heart.

lesson 8

FOCAL TEXT

2 Chronicles 6:1-11

BACKGROUND

2 Samuel 7:1-16

The Blessing 
of Unfulfilled 
Dreams

80



Lesson 8: The Blessing of Unfulfilled Dreams 81

Introduction

Every major decision I have ever made has been a struggle until I turned it 
over to God. The greatest example of this is my marriage. I began dating my 
husband only weeks after I prayed: “Lord, I know that I will be happier with 
the man you have for me than the one I choose for myself. I trust You with 
whoever You have in mind.” God was just waiting for me to surrender my will 
to His. Quickly after, He gave me one of the greatest gifts I have in this life.

Our ideas may sound good and right to us, but God’s ways and thoughts 
are higher than ours (Isaiah 55:8-9). David had a wonderful plan in mind, but 
even a king must submit his plans to the Lord. David’s dream was not fulfilled 
in the way he had planned, but God still blessed it abundantly.

2 Chronicles 6:1-11

1 Then Solomon said, “The Lord has said that he would dwell in thick 

darkness. 2 But I have built you an exalted house, a place for you to dwell 

in forever.” 3 Then the king turned around and blessed all the assembly 

of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel stood. 4 And he said, “Blessed 

be the Lord, the God of Israel, who with his hand has fulfilled what he 

promised with his mouth to David my father, saying, 5 ‘Since the day that 

I brought my people out of the land of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the 

tribes of Israel in which to build a house, that my name might be there, and 

I chose no man as prince over my people Israel; 6 but I have chosen Jeru-

salem that my name may be there, and I have chosen David to be over my 

people Israel.’ 7 Now it was in the heart of David my father to build a house 

for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 8 But the Lord said to David my 

father, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a house for my name, you did 

well that it was in your heart. 9 Nevertheless, it is not you who shall build 

the house, but your son who shall be born to you shall build the house 

for my name.’ 10 Now the Lord has fulfilled his promise that he made. For 

I have risen in the place of David my father and sit on the throne of Israel, 

as the Lord promised, and I have built the house for the name of the Lord, 

the God of Israel. 11 And there I have set the ark, in which is the covenant of 

the Lord that he made with the people of Israel.”
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Home (2 Samuel 7)

What comes to mind when you think of home? This simple four-letter word 
can mean so much! When our children were two and five, my husband was 
stationed in another state. When he received two weeks of leave, instead of 
coming home, we met him in California. We stayed in a hotel and took the 
kids on a different adventure every day. We thought this was a great opportu-
nity for our family to have fun and spend time together. My daughter enjoyed 
it very much. But my son was not so enthusiastic. He turned to me after a few 
days and said “Mama, I do not want to stay at Daddy’s house anymore. I want 
to go back home to my bunk bed.” Even at two years old, my son knew there 
was something special about home.

For most of us, moving about from place to place and living out of a suit-
case is not sustainable for very long. At some point, we begin to long for 
home. We not only find shelter, safety, and stability there, but home is where 
we feel the most comfortable and settled. When we are at home, we can fully 
relax and rest. Home is the place we can call our own.

As King David sat in his house, resting from his enemies, he also felt the 
importance of home. He thought about his God who had given him the se-
cure place where he sat. Then he thought of the portable tent where His ark 
rested. The whole earth belonged to Him yet there was no place for His name 
to dwell. He moved about without a settling place. Why should His ark not 
have a permanent resting spot like He had given His people?

They were no longer strangers in a foreign land, wandering from place 
to place without anywhere to call their own. The Lord had given them the 
long-awaited promised land (Genesis 13:14-16). It finally belonged to them! 
They had rest from their enemies and a home called by their name, Israel. Did 
their God not deserve at least as much? It had been in David’s heart to build 
Him a great house, but God’s plan was a little different. The house would be 
built, but it would be done in God’s way and time, by David’s son and not 
David. David had to submit his dream to the Lord if he really wanted it to be 
accomplished.
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Promises Fulfilled (2 Chronicles 6:1-4)

So, the dream that began in David’s heart was realized by his son, Solomon, 
several years later. God had been content to dwell in a thick cloud among 
His people for hundreds of years (1 Kings 6:1). He led them out of Egypt in 
a pillar of cloud (Exodus 13:21-22). When they arrived in Sinai, He spoke to 
Moses in a thick cloud, heard by all the people (Exodus 19:9). Then the Lord 
instructed the people to build a tabernacle to carry with them when they 
traveled (Exodus 25:8). Within that tabernacle, God met with the priests in 
a cloud over the mercy seat of the ark (Leviticus 16:2). But the people were 
no longer moving around and had no need for a portable tent (1 Chroni-
cles 23:25-26). So, because of the dream of his father, Solomon built God an 
exalted house. Solomon knew that no building could really hold the God of 
Heaven and earth, but it would hold that which belonged to Him, including 
His people. They would meet with Him there, worshiping and offering sacri-
fices in the place known by the name of their Lord.

After building for seven years, the Temple was complete (1 Kings 6:37-
38). King Solomon blessed the people of Israel, then directed his blessing 
toward the Lord. He announced that God had not allowed David to build the 
house but had promised him it would be done by his son. Solomon blessed 
the Lord for being faithful to carry out His promise.

Solomon spoke that blessing in the presence of the people, so they would 
know God’s faithfulness. He wanted them to see that the promise had been 
made years before it was fulfilled. Sometimes the results take longer than we 
would like, so Solomon wanted the people to see God had followed through. 
He also pointed out how it was spoken to the father but fulfilled in the son. 
Later, if any of them ever became impatient or doubtful, they could remem-
ber the fulfillment of the Temple promise, and have hope and faith in the 
Lord.
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Memorials and Witnessing

God told His people to establish memorials in places where He had done 

something specific for them. They served as both reminders and opportu-

nities to tell others what God had done. (See Joshua 4:1-7.) How can you do 

this too?

• Keep a running list of what God has done for you.

• Set up visual memorials or reminders such as pictures, Scriptures, cele-

brations, etc.

• Use your list to witness to others and grow their faith.

• Read over it often to remind yourself of God’s power and goodness.

• Thank Him regularly.

Paul taught about faith in Romans 4:21-22 and said that Abraham had 
been “fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. That 
is why his faith was counted to him as righteousness.” David said in Psalm 
37:3-5, “Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend faith-
fulness. Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your 
heart. Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.” Those 
are the concepts Solomon was trying to communicate to the people in his 
blessing.

Chosen (2 Chronicles 6:5-9)

God previously had not chosen a city to house His name, and He also did not 
choose any one man to lead His people. He used many prophets and judges 
as leaders, but He alone reigned over them as King. Yet, the people wanted a 
ruler like the other nations. So, God instructed Samuel the prophet, to select 
a king for them (1 Samuel 8:6-7). First Samuel 9:17 says that when he saw 
Saul, the Lord told him, “Here is the man of whom I spoke to you! He it is who 
shall restrain my people.” So, Saul became their king. But when he did not 
obey the Lord’s commands, God chose a different one. The new king would be 
a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13:13-14). David had been a shepherd 
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of his father’s sheep, but God chose him to be the shepherd of His people (1 
Samuel 16:11-13).

Before the Israelites entered the promised land, Jerusalem belonged to 
the Jebusites. Israel did not fully conquer it in Joshua’s time and the Jeb-
usites lived among them (Joshua 15:63). But when David became their king, 
he overtook the city and made his home there. They called it the City of David 
(1 Chronicles 11:1-9). So, the city of Jerusalem, which was given to God’s 
chosen leader, became His chosen city.

God was pleased that it was in David’s heart to give Him the Temple, even 
though He did not allow him to build it himself. Because of the intentions 
of David’s heart, God promised his dream would be fulfilled, though not by 
David himself. God had a different role for David to play. That role was one of 
preparation and guidance.

In 1 Samuel 16:18, one of Saul’s young men described David as “skillful in 
playing, a man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a man of good 
presence, and the Lord is with him.” So as a mighty, courageous, man of war, 
David’s job was to clear the way for his son. He conquered Jerusalem, clearing 
the land of all outsiders. Then he prepared a city to hold God’s people, making 
it the appropriate place to hold His name. As a warrior, David had done his 
part by preparing the land. His role was not to construct the building, too.

As a man after God’s own heart, David also prepared the hearts of the 
people for his vision. He created the plans and made provisions for the Tem-
ple. Then he passed them on to his son Solomon, along with instructions for 
him and the people (1 Chronicles 28). David’s kingdom was that of a conquer-
or and planner. Solomon had been chosen to complete the dream.

A Dream and Promise Fulfilled (2 Chronicles 6:10-11)

Even though David was not allowed to fulfill his dream, it was fulfilled 
through his son Solomon. He completed the Temple and finally gave the ark 
a stable resting place. God’s people had a permanent place to meet with Him 
and offer their sacrifices. God also fulfilled the promise that Solomon would 
succeed David on the throne.
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His Forever Kingdom

David may not have been named as the king that built God’s Temple, but his 

name was by no means forgotten. He established a family of kings that led to 

the eternal reign of Jesus, the King of all Heaven and earth. In Luke 1:32-33, 

when the angel told His mother Mary about Jesus’s birth, he said, “The Lord 

God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” His earthly 

father, Joseph, was in the lineage of David (Matthew 1:1-17). But, He did not 

have an earthly kingdom (John 18:36). Jesus never reigned in Jerusalem. As 

a matter of fact, Jerusalem rejected Him, and He was killed there for our sins 

(Matthew 16:21). But, He rose from that death and ascended to Heaven (1 Cor-

inthians 15:3-4; Acts 1:9). There, He reigns on His throne, beside His Heavenly 

Father, to this day (Acts 2:29-36).

It must have been disappointing for David to hear he needed to sacrifice 
completing his dream for it to be fulfilled. His heart’s desire was for God to 
have a home called by His name. For that to happen, David had to submit to 
God’s time and way. The dream was not about him, but about his Lord. The 
most important thing was that the Temple got built. It did not matter who 
built it. Having the vision only for someone else to accomplish it, may have 
been upsetting, but Solomon continued to give David the recognition and 
God knew it was David’s dream. He played an important role and was com-
mended for the plans of his heart.

Implications and Application

In John 4:37-38, Jesus told His disciples, “One sows and another reaps. I sent 
you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you 
have entered into their labor.” Sometimes, we may be like David, preparing 
the way. Other times we may be like Solomon, entering into someone else’s 
labor and receiving the blessing of its completion. Both are essential and 
equally important to God’s kingdom. God is concerned with what is in the 
heart, not with our works. When God chose David, He told Samuel that “man 
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looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 
16:7). He values obedience over buildings and faith over acts. So, “Trust in 
the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths” (Prov-
erbs 3:5-6).

Questions

1. How does this account of God’s faithfulness and ability grow your 
faith in Him?

2. Do you have a vision for the Lord and His kingdom? If not, ask Him 
what He would have you do for Him.

3. Are you willing to humble yourself and submit to His way of fulfill-
ing your dreams?
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4. Do you trust Him to carry out His plans, even if it takes years or 
does not happen in your lifetime?

5. Is there any personal experience of God’s faithfulness you can share 
with others, to help grow their faith?
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Introduction

When I was a Children’s Director, one of my responsibilities included gather-
ing the children in front of the church to summarize the upcoming sermon in 
words they could understand. During one of our staff meetings, I expressed 
that I was struggling with how to wrap up the lesson. Our youth director im-
mediately said, “You need to end in prayer.” My heart sank. He was right, of 
course. But I did not want to. Praying with the kids was no problem, but there 
were hundreds of adults in the church, too. For days I thought of different 
ways to conclude that did not involve praying. But, in the end, I knew God 
was asking me to serve in this way. If I wanted the children to learn to look to 
Him, I needed to lead by example.

Solomon knew what was at stake if he failed to walk with the Lord. He 
also knew he could not just sit on his throne and expect the nation to follow 
God wholeheartedly. He needed to lead them. So, he did what most kings 
would not have the courage to do. He went before them to the altar, humbled 
himself, and prayed.

2 Chronicles 6:12-42

12 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the lord in the presence of 

all the assembly of Israel and spread out his hands. 13 Solomon had made 

a bronze platform five cubits long, five cubits wide, and three cubits high, 

and had set it in the court, and he stood on it. Then he knelt on his knees 

in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands to-

ward heaven, 14 and said, “O lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in 

heaven or on earth, keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your 

servants who walk before you with all their heart, 15 who have kept with 

your servant David my father what you declared to him. You spoke with 

your mouth, and with your hand have fulfilled it this day. 16 Now therefore, 

O lord, God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father what you have 

promised him, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to sit before me on the 

throne of Israel, if only your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk 

in my law as you have walked before me.’ 17 Now therefore, O lord, God of 

Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you have spoken to your servant 

David.
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18 “But will God indeed dwell with man on the earth? Behold, heaven and 

the highest heaven cannot contain you, how much less this house that I 

have built! 19 Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, 

O lord my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant 

prays before you, 20 that your eyes may be open day and night toward this 

house, the place where you have promised to set your name, that you may 

listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 21 And listen 

to the pleas of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray to-

ward this place. And listen from heaven your dwelling place, and when you 

hear, forgive.
22 “If a man sins against his neighbor and is made to take an oath and 

comes and swears his oath before your altar in this house, 23 then hear from 

heaven and act and judge your servants, repaying the guilty by bringing 

his conduct on his own head, and vindicating the righteous by rewarding 

him according to his righteousness.
24 “If your people Israel are defeated before the enemy because they 

have sinned against you, and they turn again and acknowledge your name 

and pray and plead with you in this house, 25 then hear from heaven and 

forgive the sin of your people Israel and bring them again to the land that 

you gave to them and to their fathers.
26 “When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned 

against you, if they pray toward this place and acknowledge your name and 

turn from their sin, when you afflict them, 27 then hear in heaven and forgive 

the sin of your servants, your people Israel, when you teach them the good 

way in which they should walk, and grant rain upon your land, which you 

have given to your people as an inheritance.
28 “If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence or blight or mildew 

or locust or caterpillar, if their enemies besiege them in the land at their 

gates, whatever plague, whatever sickness there is, 29 whatever prayer, 

whatever plea is made by any man or by all your people Israel, each know-

ing his own affliction and his own sorrow and stretching out his hands to-

ward this house, 30 then hear from heaven your dwelling place and forgive 

and render to each whose heart you know, according to all his ways, for 

you, you only, know the hearts of the children of mankind, 31 that they may 

fear you and walk in your ways all the days that they live in the land that 

you gave to our fathers.
32 “Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes 

from a far country for the sake of your great name and your mighty 
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hand and your outstretched arm, when he comes and prays toward this 

house, 33 hear from heaven your dwelling place and do according to all for 

which the foreigner calls to you, in order that all the peoples of the earth 

may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and that they 

may know that this house that I have built is called by your name.
34 “If your people go out to battle against their enemies, by whatever way 

you shall send them, and they pray to you toward this city that you have 

chosen and the house that I have built for your name, 35 then hear from 

heaven their prayer and their plea, and maintain their cause.
36 “If they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—and you 

are angry with them and give them to an enemy, so that they are carried 

away captive to a land far or near, 37 yet if they turn their heart in the land 

to which they have been carried captive, and repent and plead with you 

in the land of their captivity, saying, ‘We have sinned and have acted per-

versely and wickedly,’ 38 if they repent with all their heart and with all their 

soul in the land of their captivity to which they were carried captive, and 

pray toward their land, which you gave to their fathers, the city that you 

have chosen and the house that I have built for your name, 39 then hear 

from heaven your dwelling place their prayer and their pleas, and maintain 

their cause and forgive your people who have sinned against you. 40 Now, 

O my God, let your eyes be open and your ears attentive to the prayer of 

this place.
41 “And now arise, O Lord God, and go to your resting place, you and the 

ark of your might. Let your priests, O Lord God, be clothed with salvation, 

and let your saints rejoice in your goodness. 42 O Lord God, do not turn 

away the face of your anointed one! Remember your steadfast love for 

David your servant.”

Leading by Example (6:12-17)

Have you ever had a leader you really trusted; someone you would follow any-
where? Because all human beings are flawed, there have been some leaders 
that were hard for me to trust. I just was not sure if they were headed in the 
right direction. But the ones I have trusted the most, were those I believed 
had offered themselves fully to the Lord and were looking to Him for direc-
tion. I know God’s ways are perfect and right, so I can trust the leading of 
those that are following Him. Solomon proved himself to be a trustworthy 
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leader, by dedicating himself and the Temple to the Lord, in full view of all 
the people.

Since the Temple was complete, it was time for its purpose to be fulfilled. 
Instead of just handing it over to the priests or simply allowing the people 
entrance, Solomon led the way. First, He made a bronze platform that was 
7½ foot square and 4½ foot tall. Then, he gathered the people for a dedica-
tion ceremony. He stood on the platform so he could be seen and heard by 
everyone. Then he knelt before them, spread his hands toward Heaven, and 
prayed.

What a position for a king! After all, he had just built a grand Temple. He 
could have stood before them as a strong and important ruler, but he chose 
instead to humble himself before the people. Romans 12:1-2 says, “to pres-
ent your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Second Corinthians 5:15 says, 
“He died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but 
for him who for their sake died and was raised.” Furthermore, 1 Corinthians 
6:20 says, “you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” If Je-
sus was willing to sacrifice Himself for us unto death, can we not at least live 
our lives for Him by allowing Him to be our Lord? Solomon was the king, lord 
over all others, but he still worshiped God by offering himself before the altar 
as a living sacrifice. He did not allow himself to be conformed to the ways of 
this world, but instead he acted in a way that was pleasing to the Lord.

By humbling himself before the people, Solomon showed himself to be a 
wise leader. But he also humbled himself before the Lord. He did not begin 
his prayer by saying how hard he worked on God’s house or how long it took 
him to build it. Instead, Solomon praised God, declared His Holiness, and 
revealed their desperate need for His Presence. No other god made promises 
to its people or would have the power to carry them out. Israel’s God was like 
no other! Psalm 118:1 says, “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good: for 
His steadfast love endures forever!” God had fulfilled His Temple promise. 
But He also promised David he would never lack a man on the throne of Israel 
as long as his sons paid close attention to follow God’s laws and walk in His 
ways. By stating the promise God already fulfilled, it showed that Solomon 
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trusted His ability to fulfill another. Hebrews 10:23 says, “Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.” 
Solomon knew God had been faithful, yet he still pleaded with the Lord to 
further fulfill His promises. Solomon knew he would need God’s help to walk 
before the Lord as his father David had done.

The Temple (6:18-21)

Solomon understood that no building could really contain the Lord. Its pur-
pose was not for confinement but for fellowship. This reveals just how deeply 
God desires to have a relationship with His people. He is not a distant, unin-
volved God. He chooses to interact with us. So, the Temple gave the people a 
place to meet with Him in prayer and to offer sacrifices.

Solomon humbled himself further and begged that the Lord would hear 
his cries. His prayer was earnest! He desperately desired that God would con-
tinue to fulfill in him all He had promised to his father David. He asked for 
God to pay attention to His Temple every moment. The Lord’s true dwelling 
place was in Heaven, but His Presence was not contained there either. Sol-
omon knew God could see and hear them, and he asked that God always be 
aware of the prayers offered in and toward the place where He set His name.

God’s Dwelling Place

In the Old Testament, God revealed Himself in a pillar of cloud (Nehemiah 

9:12). Then He made His presence known in the Tabernacle until the Temple 

was built (Exodus 25:22). In the New Testament, Jesus dwelt with the people 

Himself. John 1:14 says, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen His glory.” Once Jesus returned to Heaven, He sent His Holy Spirit 

to dwell inside each of us. He explained this to His disciples in John 14:16-17 

by saying, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with 

you forever, even the Spirit of truth… he dwells with you and will be in you.” 

Now, we are the Temple of God. First Corinthians 6:19 says, “Do you not know 

that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you?” We house His Spirit 

on earth until we find ourselves forever in His Presence in Heaven!
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Seeking God Specifically (6:22-39)

Then Solomon began to pray for specific instances when they would really 
need the Lord. He began by asking God to judge between the accuser and the 
accused. If a man accused his neighbor of sinning against him and asked him 
to swear his innocence in the Temple, he asked God to judge between the two. 
Only He would know who was guilty or innocent and Solomon trusted that 
He would deliver to each what their actions required.

Solomon also knew that if they sinned against God, He might allow them 
to be defeated by their enemy or even withhold rain from their land. He asked 
that if the people called on God’s name and cried out to Him toward the Tem-
ple and turned from their sin, that the Lord would hear, forgive, and answer 
their prayer.

Also, if they encountered a famine, plague, sickness, or other widespread 
affliction on the land, and any person individually or the nation collectively, 
stretched their hands toward the Temple and prayed, Solomon asked that 
the Lord would hear and forgive, giving to each according to their way. Each 
person knew their own pain and regret, likewise only God knew their hearts.

Solomon even prayed for the foreigner that would travel to the Temple 
because it held God’s name. He asked that if that person prayed, God would 
hear and answer that prayer. Solomon’s desire for other people to know and 
fear God was telling. Israel was not chosen by God to be exclusive. He placed 
His name on them in order to reveal Himself to the world, that through His 
people, others might come to know Him. Today, the people of the church are 
called by His name. We are His so we can reveal Him to the world. Matthew 
5:16 says, “let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

Then, Solomon prayed that if Israel went to battle and prayed toward the 
city, that God would hear and maintain the cause for which they prayed. Fur-
thermore, if the Lord was angry with their sin and allowed them to be carried 
away captive, Solomon asked that if they turned to the land and repented 
with all their heart and soul and confessed their sin, that God would hear and 
forgive, maintaining the cause for which they prayed.
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Following Solomon’s Lead

• Humble yourself before God and others.

• Realize your deep desire for His Presence.

• Make Him your Lord by fully offering yourself to Him.

• Lead by example.

• Have the courage to do what is hard and uncomfortable.

• Pray privately, publicly, and specifically.

• Praise Him for who He is.

• Remind yourself of God’s fulfilled promises and thank Him often.

• Be aware of your sin and turn to God, asking forgiveness.

Dedication (6:40-42)

Solomon closed his prayer by asking again that God would always see the peo-
ple and pay attention to the prayers spoken in and toward the Temple. The 
building itself held no special power, but it was where God had chosen to put 
His name. So, when the people’s prayers were directed there, it showed their 
faith in Him. Daniel did this when he was living in Babylon. Daniel 6:10 says, 
“he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open to-
ward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and 
gave thanks before his God.” When the Samaritan woman asked Jesus about 
this, He explained how the Temple was just a visible symbol that was used for 
a point in time. In John 4:20-23, the woman said, “‘Our fathers worshiped 
on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people 
ought to worship.’ Jesus said to her, ‘…the hour is coming when neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father… The hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth.’”

Solomon dedicated the Temple to the Lord as His resting place. What a 
blessing! With the completion of the Temple came the fulfillment of its pur-
pose. The Lord finally had a place called by His name, where His ark and His 
Presence could rest. There the priests would serve Him, and His people would 
rejoice. Then before he ended his prayer, Solomon pleaded with God one last 
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time to remember the love He had for his father, David, and not turn away 
from him.

Implications and Actions

To kneel, submit, ask for help or forgiveness, to praise and glorify another, 
are not typical actions for a king. The world may say these are the ways of the 
weak and powerless. But Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:20 that God has “made 
foolish the wisdom of the world.” So, when we offer ourselves to Him, we live 
according to His ways instead, because we believe they are good and right. 
Philippians 2:5-8 says that even Jesus, the King of all Heaven and earth, 
“emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant… And…humbled Himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death.” Mark 10:45 says, “Even the Son 
of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.” He praised His Father, gave Him glory, and prayed for Himself 
and His followers (John 17). So, if the King of Heaven and earth is not too 
important to offer Himself to the Father and walk in His ways, then why 
would the king of Israel be? Certainly, we are not! So, let us follow their lead, 
dedicate ourselves, and bring a revival.

Questions

1. How has Solomon’s example inspired you to lead and bring revival?

2. Have you fully offered yourself to God as a living sacrifice? Is He 
really your Lord?
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3. Which of the following do you struggle with the most: leading by 
example, humility, praising God, dedicating yourself fully, or seek-
ing Him continuously?

4. How did Solomon’s prayer inspire your prayer life?
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Introduction

Several years ago, our community experienced a revival that began in the 
hearts of our youth. These teenagers realized their need for God, and one by 
one they began leading their friends, teachers, coaches, and family members 
to the Lord. The gospel message was no longer confined to the four walls of 
the church. It seemed like His Presence had moved into every home, every 
classroom, and every ball field in town. It truly was as if the whole area had 
just caught on fire. What began in the hearts of some teenagers in a church 
on Wednesday night, quickly spread to nearly every family and location on 
every day of the week.

When Solomon gathered the people for the dedication of the Temple, the 
whole nation of Israel experienced a revival. They heard their king’s desperate 
plea for the Lord’s continual Presence, then saw the consuming glory of His 
Holy Spirit, and the church caught fire. After two weeks of sacrifices, praise, 
feasting, and fellowship, they went home with joyful hearts.

2 Chronicles 7:1-10

1 As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heav-

en and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of 

the Lord filled the temple. 2 And the priests could not enter the house of 

the Lord, because the glory of the Lord filled the Lord’s house. 3 When all 

the people of Israel saw the fire come down and the glory of the Lord on the 

temple, they bowed down with their faces to the ground on the pavement 

and worshiped and gave thanks to the Lord, saying, “For he is good, for his 

steadfast love endures forever.”
4 Then the king and all the people offered sacrifice before the Lord. 5 King 

Solomon offered as a sacrifice 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. So the king 

and all the people dedicated the house of God. 6 The priests stood at their 

posts; the Levites also, with the instruments for music to the Lord that King 

David had made for giving thanks to the Lord—for his steadfast love en-

dures forever—whenever David offered praises by their ministry; opposite 

them the priests sounded trumpets, and all Israel stood.
7 And Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was before the 

house of the Lord, for there he offered the burnt offering and the fat of the 
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peace offerings, because the bronze altar Solomon had made could not 

hold the burnt offering and the grain offering and the fat.
8 At that time Solomon held the feast for seven days, and all Israel with 

him, a very great assembly, from Lebo-hamath to the Brook of Egypt. 9 And 

on the eighth day they held a solemn assembly, for they had kept the ded-

ication of the altar seven days and the feast seven days. 10 On the twen-

ty-third day of the seventh month he sent the people away to their homes, 

joyful and glad of heart for the prosperity that the Lord had granted to 

David and to Solomon and to Israel his people.

God’s Glory and Consuming Fire (7:1-5)

As soon as Solomon finished praying, fire came from heaven and consumed 
the burnt offerings and sacrifices. God’s glory filled the Temple so completely 
the priests could not enter. When they saw the consuming fire and glory of 
the Lord, the people bowed, worshiped, and gave thanks to their God. They 
also offered a massive number of sacrifices since it was such a grand celebra-
tion.

God’s glory and fire were also associated with the dedication of the Tab-
ernacle and the priests. When they had finished assembling the Tabernacle, 
His glory filled it in the same way. During the day, the cloud settled there and 
at night it was a fire. When the cloud lifted, they would pack up the Taber-
nacle and carry it until the cloud settled. That is how God led the people and 
provided them with His Presence and glory at that time (Exodus 40:34-38). 
When they dedicated Aaron and his sons to the priesthood, God’s glory ap-
peared to them also. Then, He burned the offerings Himself to show His full 
acceptance of them (Leviticus 9:23-24).

God also burned offerings to show who He was and the acceptance of 
others He appointed. When He called Gideon to defeat the Midianites, he 
asked for a sign that it was truly the Lord. Then Gideon went away to prepare 
some food and returned with meat and unleavened cakes. The angel told him 
to lay the food on a rock and pour broth over it. Then, the angel touched it 
with the end of his staff and fire sprung up from the rock and consumed it. By 
that, Gideon knew the angel of the Lord had appeared to him (Judges 6:11-
24). When Elijah was proving God’s power over the god of Baal, he said, “you 
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call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name of the Lord, 
and the God who answers by fire, he is God” (1 Kings 18:24). Before Elijah 
prayed, he dug a trench around his altar. Then he drenched the offering with 
water, along with the surrounding wood and stones, as he filled the trench. 
When the prophets of Baal cried out, nothing happened. But when Elijah 
called on the name of the Lord, He sent fire from heaven that burned up not 
only the sacrifice, but also the wood, stones, and dust, as it licked up the wa-
ter in the trench. By that, everyone knew He was God, and they fell on their 
faces, and praised Him (1 Kings 18:25-39).

God still fills His temple with glory and consumes its sacrifices today. 
But because Jesus became our sacrifice, we no longer offer animals. Hebrews 
9:26 says, “He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Also, the temple is not a building, but a body. 
First Peter 2:5 says, “You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ.” So today, believers are His temple and instead 
of offering sacrifices for our sins, we offer our lives for His service. When we 
offer ourselves to Him as a living sacrifice, He begins to consume us. Hebrews 
12:29 says, “Our God is a consuming fire.” The fire He ignites in our hearts 
begins to burn away our desire for the things of this world and increase our 
desire for spiritual things.

In Galatians 5:19-26 is a list of the works of the flesh and the fruit of the 
Spirit. Several years ago, I posted this list on my refrigerator. My aim was to 
put away the works of the flesh and improve on the fruit of the Spirit. I soon 
found myself discouraged and defeated, unable to develop much on any one 
of the traits. Then, I noticed the words “works” and “fruit.” I was failing be-
cause I was the one doing the work. The attributes of the Spirit could not be 
developed with any action from me. They were fruit produced by the Spirit 
that was living within me. So, I returned to my Bible and noticed the instruc-
tions prior to the list. Galatians 5:16-18 says, “Walk by the Spirit, and you 
will not gratify the desires of the flesh… If you are led by the Spirit, you are 
not under the law.” Both to produce the fruit of the Spirit and to put away 
the works of the flesh, the solution was to walk in the Spirit. When we let the 
Holy Spirit consume and lead us, the characteristics of God begin to grow 
within us as they push out the works of the flesh. Picture how His glory filled 
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the Temple so completely no one else could enter. There simply was no more 
room!

Praising God in Song (7:6)

The priests stood at their posts of service and the Levites held instruments 
that were made by David. The entire assembly stood and praised God in song. 
The celebration was very similar to the one David held when he brought the 
ark back to Jerusalem. He also offered sacrifices and commanded instrumen-
talists and vocalists to play and sing (1 Chronicles 15—16).

Revive your Heart

• Take regular time away from the distractions of your every-day life to 

focus on God.

• Gather with other believers.

• Thank, praise, and celebrate Him in song.

• Set aside time for rest and restoration.

• Reflect on your sin and your God.

• Offer your life to Him as a living sacrifice and be consumed by His Spirit.

King David had been a soldier, but he also was a musician. When he 
was young, he played for King Saul when Saul was upset, and it revived his 
spirit (1 Samuel 16:23). David understood the power of music and used it 
to express himself. He organized a choir in service to the Lord because he 
knew the importance of praising God in song (1 Chronicles 25). Most of the 
psalms are songs of David. They sang a combination of Psalm 105 and Psalm 
96 when he brought the ark back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 16:8-36). Israel 
repeated a line from that song on the day Solomon brought in the ark and at 
the dedication of the Temple by saying, “For he is good. For His steadfast love 
endures forever!” (1 Chronicles 16:34; 2 Chronicles 5:13). In keeping with 
David’s tradition, they recited that same line at the rebuilding of the Tem-
ple in Ezra 3:11 and it was repeated in several Psalms as well (Psalm 106:1; 
107:1; 118:1-3, 29).
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When we join our voices together in song, it unites us in the Lord. Sing-
ing is one way our spirit communes with Him and brings us into one accord 
with other believers. Psalm 100:1-2 says, “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, 
all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with 
singing!” Sometimes we offer joyful songs of praise or thanksgiving. Psalm 
107:22 says, “Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, and tell of his deeds 
in songs of joy.” Some songs are reflective and sorrowful, expressing our sad-
ness over sin. Psalm 51:17 says, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart, Oh God, you will not despise.” We may also offer 
songs of petition, expressing our faith in Him to meet our needs. Psalm 18:1-
3 says, “I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock, and my fortress 
and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the 
horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to 
be praised, and I am saved from my enemies.”

Weeks of Celebration (7:7-10)

The bronze altar was 30 feet square and 15 feet tall. That was a large altar, 
but it still could not support the number of sacrifices that were brought to 
the Lord. So, they set up more altars to support their offerings. The entire 
nation of Israel gathered at the Temple, which at the time stretched north 
from Lebo-hamath to the Brook of Egypt in the south.

The dedication ceremony was held on the eighth through the fourteenth 
days of the seventh month of Tishri. That week included the Day of Atone-
ment, which was on the tenth day of Tishri each year. Once that week was 
complete, they celebrated the Feast of Booths, from the fifteenth through the 
twenty first. They feasted these seven days also, then Solomon set aside the 
eighth day as a solemn day of rest, as God had instructed Moses in Leviticus 
23:36.
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Hebrew vs. Gregorian Calendar

1st Nisan March–April

2nd  Iyar April–May

3rd  Sivan May–June

4th  Tammuz June–July

5th  Av July–August

6th  Elul August–September

7th  Tishri September–October

8th  Cheshvan October–November

9th  Kislev November–December

10th  Tevet December–January

11th  Shevat January–February

12th  Adar February–March

God commanded regular times to rest because He knows our need and, 
also our tendency to be busy. In Exodus 20:8-11, it says, “Remember the Sab-
bath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but 
the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do 
any work… For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore, the Lord blessed 
the Sabbath day and made it holy.” God does not need rest, yet He rested on 
the seventh day as an example to us. He also set aside solemn days of rest, 
like the Day of Atonement, for the people to reflect on their sin and focus on 
Him. Leviticus 16:31 says, “It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall 
afflict yourselves.”

After two weeks of a celebration feast, the people were sent back to their 
homes with joy and gladness in their hearts. They left revived, feeling thank-
ful for everything the Lord had done for their kings, David and Solomon, and 
for themselves as a nation.
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Offerings and Customs

Burnt offering (Leviticus 1; 6:8-13) payment for sins; male without blemish

Grain offering (Leviticus 2; 6:14-23) flour or corn, oil, and frankincense sea-

soned with salt no leaven or honey

Peace offering (Leviticus 3; 7:11-36) fellowship offering to reconcile relation-

ship with God; male or female animal without blemish; do not eat fat or blood

Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:26-32) 10th day of 7th month set aside as 

holy; do no work; to give payment for sin of priests and nation with sacrifices

Feast of Booths (Leviticus 23:33-44) 15th–22nd days of 7th month, 1st and 8th 

days were holy, do no work on them. As a remembrance of their time in the 

wilderness, they lived in booths. A celebration feast for deliverance, protec-

tion, and provision of their fruits.

Implications and Application

God established work and rest, celebration and solemn reflection, time alone 
with Him and the gathering of His people. Matthew 18:20 says, “Where two 
or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” When we unite 
together as believers, He fills that place with the glory of His Spirit. So, gather 
with other Christians. Take time away from the distractions of this world to 
focus on Him. Celebrate and sing together. Reflect on your sins and on the 
greatness of your God to overcome them. Gather strength and encourage-
ment from one another. As we offer ourselves to Him, He sets our hearts 
on fire. A church that is completely consumed by Him can accomplish great 
things!
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Questions

1. Do you desperately long for revival?

2. Are you working in the flesh instead of allowing yourself to be led by 
the Spirit?

3. How often do you set aside the distractions of this world for rest or 
reflection?

4. Do you take advantage of all the opportunities provided by your 
church for fellowship and worship?
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Introduction

Some years ago, I was a keyboardist and singer for a Christian music group. 
We called ourselves “Cornerstone Band” and had a lot of fun playing concerts 
at churches, malls, outdoor venues, and even schools. We always shared the 
gospel at our events and many times persons would pray to receive Christ as 
Savior.

Our concerts were very exciting and fun (if I say so myself!) and we pur-
posed that our music was a worship ministry to the glory of God. Many times, 
however, the most powerful moments we experienced with God happened 
after the concert was over and after everyone had left. Why? After we had 
loaded the equipment and cleaned up everything we would stop, gather in a 
circle, and have a time of prayerful celebration and confession. God moved 
mightily in those intimate, prayerful moments. I remember often weeping 
joyfully (that is a real thing by the way) because God’s presence was so real 
and so intense and the evening’s worship so glorious! The concert celebration 
itself was grand, but the intimate prayer time with God afterward was even 
more grand! I think something similar may have happened in Solomon’s day. 
Let’s take a look at 2 Chronicles 7.

2 Chronicles 7:11-22

11 Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the king’s house. 

All that Solomon had planned to do in the house of the LORD and in his 

own house he successfully accomplished. 12 Then the LORD appeared to 

Solomon in the night and said to him: “I have heard your prayer and have 

chosen this place for myself as a house of sacrifice. 13 When I shut up the 

heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, 

or send pestilence among my people, 14 if my people who are called by my 

name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 

heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the 

prayer that is made in this place. 16 For now I have chosen and consecrated 

this house that my name may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will 

be there for all time. 17 And as for you, if you will walk before me as David 

your father walked, doing according to all that I have commanded you and 
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keeping my statutes and my rules, 18 then I will establish your royal throne, 

as I covenanted with David your father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man 

to rule Israel.’
19 “But if you turn aside and forsake my statutes and my commandments 

that I have set before you, and go and serve other gods and worship them, 
20 then I will pluck you up from my land that I have given you, and this 

house that I have consecrated for my name, I will cast out of my sight, 

and I will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 21 And at 

this house, which was exalted, everyone passing by will be astonished and 

say, ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land and to this house?’ 22 Then 

they will say, ‘Because they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers 

who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods 

and worshiped them and served them. Therefore he has brought all this 

disaster on them.’”

The Dedication of Solomon’s Temple (7:1-10)

Solomon’s Temple has been regarded as one of the seven wonders of the an-
cient world. Heads of state and important people would travel great distances 
just to see its glory. We are told this of the Queen of Sheba’s visit: “When 
the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had 
built, the food of his table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of 
his servants, and their clothing, his cupbearers, and their clothing, and his 
burnt offerings that he offered at the house of the Lord, there was no more 
breath in her” (2 Chronicles 9:3-4). The queen was overwhelmed to the point 
she was rendered speechless. Such was the glory of Solomon’s palace!

The dedication and consecration of the Temple was also a grand and glo-
rious affair. It began with the king’s prayer in chapter six followed by the 
presence of God falling like fire from the heavens in the first verses of chapter 
seven. God’s glory was so great and so powerful, even the priests could not 
enter the Temple. Before the glory of God, the people began to offer sacri-
fices; oxen and sheep in the thousands and hundreds of thousands, music 
and songs were lifted, trumpets blasted, and praises shouted. The dedication 
included a feast that lasted seven days. There was nothing left undone. Ev-
erything that had breath in its lungs lifted loud and passionate praises to 
the Divine One, to the Lord their God, with the glorious background of the 
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beautiful Temple setting the stage. Can you imagine? Finally, Solomon sent 
the people home, “joyful and glad of heart for the prosperity that the Lord 
had granted…” (2 Chronicles 7:10).

Consecration

A person or an item could be “consecrated” for the Lord’s service. Something 

that was consecrated was set aside for a special purpose. In our story, Solo-

mon’s Temple was consecrated as the house of the Lord representing God’s 

very real presence among His people. The priests who served in the Temple 

would also be consecrated to their responsibilities.

The Most Important Moment of All (7:11-22)

Now everyone had gone home. The noise and clatter of the celebration was 
over. Things were quiet again, and God was ready to speak to Solomon in that 
still, quiet moment. What God said to Solomon has been one of the most 
treasured of all Scriptures to Christians everywhere and especially to Bap-
tists. God said, “If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

God was ready to establish a covenant with His people. A covenant is 
simply a promissory relationship in which at least two parties agree to a set 
of behaviors. The Bible is filled with covenants God has made with humanity. 
Probably the most well-known of all God’s covenants sounds like this: “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). In this salvation 
covenant, there are behaviors required of God and of people. God’s part is to 
love all people unconditionally, give us Jesus as a perfect sacrifice for sins, 
and give us eternal life. We have something we must do, too. We must BE-
LIEVE! We must place faith in Jesus as Savior and in God as a promise keeper. 
We confess our belief to God in a prayer when we ask Jesus to forgive our sins 
and save our souls. We confess our belief to others as a testimony of faith 
when we tell them plainly that Jesus is our Savior and Lord.
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With Solomon and Solomon’s kingdom, God was also making a covenant. 
From the people God asked humility, prayer, and that they seek Him, and 
turn from their wicked ways. As for Himself, God will hear, forgive, and heal. 
Let’s take a moment to look at each side of this covenant.

From His people, God is asking for faith and belief. Everything listed 
above—humility, prayer, seeking God, and turning from wickedness—has 
faith and belief in the loving and good heart of God as its foundation. Let’s 
take prayer as an example. Prayer requires faith and belief. Without believ-
ing there is a God who listens and responds to our prayers, we are nothing 
more than crazy people talking aloud in an empty room. Prayer also requires 
humility. The very act of prayer assumes God is sovereign (while we are not), 
God is mighty (while we are weak), and God is capable of doing things be-
yond our powers and abilities. Because we are needy, therefore, we approach 
God in humility. Even our body language in prayer suggests humility; heads 
bowed, eyes closed, and perhaps on our knees or faces before God.

While “seeking God” is also foundational to prayer, so is “turning from 
our wicked ways.” In my experience, every genuine encounter I have had with 
God always resulted in a desire to be a better person, and, with God’s help, 
to overcome evil and sin in my life. In fact, I consider the two so intricately 
linked, that I believe a strong desire to turn from one’s wicked ways is an 
evidence of a genuine encounter with God. In contrast, if I hear a testimony 
from someone claiming a powerful encounter with God, but see no evidence 
of that claim making a difference in how that person lives, and especially if 
there is sin that is obvious, I have to question the validity of the claim. And, 
of course, the same is true of myself.

Finally, we should carefully consider the timeline of our story. For Sol-
omon and his kingdom, those were powerful and remarkable days. God’s 
Spirit had “moved in” to the Temple in dramatic, undeniable fashion. The 
people responded with an “all in” approach as they worshiped and celebrated 
their relationship with the One True God. Those were days that would be re-
membered and retold for centuries. But watch this! It was in the stillness and 
quiet of the moments that followed, when the crowds had gone home, that 
God reached out to Solomon with the terms of His covenant. While the cel-
ebration moments were certainly memorable and exciting, it was in the still 
moments God communicated very clearly the most important message of all. 
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And Solomon knew exactly what God said, and exactly what God wanted him 
to do. So, can we.

Our Bodies as Temples

In the New Testament, Scripture is very clear that the bodies of God’s people 

are temples of the Holy Spirit who indwells us. “Do you not know that you are 

God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?…For God’s temple is holy, 

and you are that temple” (1 Corinthians 3:16-17). In the same way that the 

Spirit of God moved into Solomon’s Temple to transform it by His own glory, 

the Holy Spirit of God also moves into the hearts and souls of believers when 

we are saved. Ask any believing child where Jesus lives. He or she will rightly 

declare, “Jesus lives in my heart!”

Implications and Actions

As for you and me, let us worship God with everything we have. Let us go to 
church and shout God’s praises, sing songs of celebration, and engage His 
Word as it is powerfully proclaimed among us! Let us corporately share in 
those celebrations that impact our hearts and souls as part of the Family of 
God. But let us also retreat into the prayer closet. Let us, with just as much 
passion, engage with God one on one, remembering his glorious promise: 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens 
the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me” (Revelation 
3:20).

My friends, we desperately need both kinds of experiences. We need 
those family of God moments when our hearts corporately declare, “We will 
humble ourselves and pray and seek God’s face and turn from our wicked-
ness.” And we also need those “God and me only” moments when those con-
fessions are much more personal: “God, I will humble myself and pray. I will 
seek you and turn from my sins.” And then God’s promise is fulfilled as He 
hears from Heaven, forgives our sins, and heals our land. God’s glory is re-
vealed as He does the things only He can do.

I can think of no more desperate time in the life of our nation. As I write 
these words our nation is in the midst of a deadly pandemic, it is deeply di-
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vided, and sin remains unconfessed in the hearts of too many. If ever there 
were a time for the church family together and for us as individual Christians 
to claim and do this covenant, that time is now. If ever there were a time for 
us to plead with God for mercy, that time is now. If ever we needed God to 
hear, heal, and forgive, that time is now.

Questions

1. What are some things we can do to “seek God’s face?” What does 
corporate and private worship look like in your life?

2. God spoke to Solomon with his covenant proposal. Solomon knew 
exactly what God wanted him to do. Does God communicate to us 
with equal clarity? Do we know what God wants us to do?

3. How does knowing that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit 
affect how we live each and every day? Look at Romans 12:1-2.
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Introduction

Some of my favorite memories from childhood involve the State Fair. How I 
loved the Fair’s atmosphere of colors, lights, sounds, smells, and rides. There 
were games to play, belly-laughs to be had, and a festive feeling of pure fun. 
Among my favorite things to eat was cotton candy. Do you remember cotton 
candy? I loved the smell of it. I loved watching the cotton candy wind around 
the paper stick. It was beautiful to the eyes, pleasant to the nose, and tasty 
to the tongue. (I am having too much fun just writing about cotton candy.)

When finally, my prized delight was ready, I would tear off a big chunk 
and stuff it in my mouth. Do you remember what happened then? When 
you bit down on that great big mouthful of cotton candy—it would in-
stantly vanish. Why? Because there is nothing of substance in cot-
ton candy. In fact, cotton candy is made from two ingredients: air and 
colored sugar. Think about it. One of the ingredients of cotton candy is AIR! 
No wonder it instantly vanishes when you bite down. There is really nothing 
to it. It is okay for a little fun every now and then, but you cannot depend on 
cotton candy for the real nutritional needs you have in life. There will always 
be something important that is missing.

How many other things that we desperately hold onto are lacking real 
substance as well? How many things do we passionately pursue, things that 
may tickle our hearts for a while, but in the end have no real value—no eter-
nal value? And how many times have we heard stories about someone who 
seemed to have it all—things like a big house, a fancy car, an expensive ward-
robe, the greatest job—then they have a breakdown of some kind? Surely life 
is about more than just the stuff we accumulate, right?

2 Chronicles 9:1-12

1 Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came 

to Jerusalem to test him with hard questions, having a very great retinue 

and camels bearing spices and very much gold and precious stones. And 

when she came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind. 2 And 

Solomon answered all her questions. There was nothing hidden from Sol-

omon that he could not explain to her. 3 And when the queen of Sheba had 
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seen the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, 4 the food of his 

table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, and 

their clothing, his cupbearers, and their clothing, and his burnt offerings 

that he offered at the house of the Lord, there was no more breath in her.
5 And she said to the king, “The report was true that I heard in my own 

land of your words and of your wisdom, 6 but I did not believe the reports 

until I came and my own eyes had seen it. And behold, half the greatness 

of your wisdom was not told me; you surpass the report that I heard. 7 Hap-

py are your wives! Happy are these your servants, who continually stand 

before you and hear your wisdom! 8 Blessed be the Lord your God, who 

has delighted in you and set you on his throne as king for the Lord your 

God! Because your God loved Israel and would establish them forever, he 

has made you king over them, that you may execute justice and righteous-

ness.” 9 Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold, and a very great quan-

tity of spices, and precious stones. There were no spices such as those that 

the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.
10 Moreover, the servants of Hiram and the servants of Solomon, who 

brought gold from Ophir, brought algum wood and precious stones. 11 And 

the king made from the algum wood supports for the house of the Lord and 

for the king’s house, lyres also and harps for the singers. There never was 

seen the like of them before in the land of Judah.
12 And King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all that she desired, 

whatever she asked besides what she had brought to the king. So she 

turned and went back to her own land with her servants.

Hard Questions From the Queen of Sheba (9:1-8)

Perhaps the queen of Sheba was like the one we described above. As queen, 
we can certainly expect she had access to everything she wanted in this life. 
Second Chronicles tells us she traveled to see Solomon with a great entou-
rage of servants and counselors. She came with camels that were loaded with 
spices, gold, and precious stones. Again, as queen she had everything she 
wanted right at her fingertips. Apparently, something was missing from her 
life. Having heard that Solomon was wise, she traveled a great distance to 
speak with him.
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The queen “came to Jerusalem to test him with hard questions,” and “told 
him all that was on her mind” (9:1). I believe these “hard questions” were 
questions of the heart and soul. They were life and death questions that no 
amount of human wisdom alone could explain, and no amount of human 
riches could remove. They were the questions of a longing heart that some-
how knew there must be something more to life than “cotton candy.”

Maybe the queen asked questions like: How do we know there is a God? 
Maybe she said, “I believe in a pantheon of many gods, how do you believe 
there is only one? How does one know there is anything after death? How do 
we know what is good and what is evil?”

Although the Bible does not specifically tell us what the queen asked of 
Solomon, we are told that Solomon, “answered all her questions, [and] there 
was nothing hidden from Solomon that he could not explain to her” (9:2). We 
can also conclude that Solomon spoke with the queen about spiritual and/or 
religious matters, including those matters of the heart of which we consid-
ered earlier. Why? Because of the queen’s words recorded in verse eight. She 
said, “Blessed be the Lord your God, who has delighted in you and set you on 
his throne as king for the Lord your God! Because your God loved Israel and 
would establish them forever, he has made you king over them, that you may 
execute justice and righteousness.”

Lord / YHWH

In the queen’s response to Solomon, she used the covenant name for God. It 

was most certainly a name she would not have known before her visit. In our 

English translation of the Bible, this covenant name for God is translated with 

all capitals: Lord. In the Hebrew it is YHWH. That the queen used the covenant 

name for God suggests Solomon told her specifically about his faith and belief 

in the One True God.

Hard Questions Come to Us, Too

The Queen of Sheba was impressed with many things on her visit to Solo-
mon. Scripture tells us she admired Solomon’s Temple, the food of his table, 
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his court and its officials, and even their clothing. But it was Solomon’s an-
swers to her hard questions that made the greatest impression. The Queen 
said of Solomon, “The report was true that I heard in my own land of your 
words and of your wisdom…Happy are [those] who continually stand before 
you and hear your wisdom” (9:5, 7). To what wisdom was she referring? Was 
she seeking economic advice? Were her queries political in nature? Did she 
want to know how to lead armies or expand her own kingdom? I do not think 
so. From the praises she gave as she lifted the name of the Lord—most likely 
for the first time in her life—we can conclude it was Solomon’s spiritual wis-
dom that mattered most to her.

I believe the same is still true in our day. Perhaps now more than ever 
before, with times so confusing and the future less certain, people need to 
hear from the church, and from its individual Christian members. We must 
be prepared to answer the difficult questions of our day. I am thinking about 
basic salvation questions like these: Is Jesus the only way to Heaven? Was 
Jesus sinless? Why do Christians believe in Jesus’ sacrifice for sins on the 
cross? Why is the resurrection important? Every Christian church member 
must always be ready to answer important questions like these.

First Peter 3:15 says: “But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 

being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 

hope that is in you.” The Greek term translated “make a defense of” is apolo-

gia, from which we get the English term apologetics. “Apologetics” is defined 

as “reasoned arguments or writings in justification of something, typically a 

theory or religious doctrine.” Are you ready to share your faith and belief? A 

seminary professor of mine said it this way: “Every Christian must be able to 

share his or her faith in a way that is biblical and convincing.” Is sharing your 

faith in a way that is biblical and convincing something you can do?

I believe we must be prepared to answer the culture’s expressed objec-
tions to Christianity as well. When the culture says, “All religions are equal 
and nothing about Christianity sets it apart,” how do you respond? When 
the culture says, “A good, loving God would never allow anyone to go to hell, 
that’s an outdated idea,” what is your answer? Or if the culture says, “The Bi-
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ble is not the Word of God, it’s just an ancient religious book like any other.” 
What do you say to that? And, of course, we could go on and on. In this 21st 
century, we must know what we believe and why we believe it and be able to 
express that belief clearly to a skeptical and cynical world. We must also have 
a solid, working knowledge of God’s Word, the Bible.

Implications and Actions

There are specific things we can do to prepare ourselves for the hard ques-
tions of life. One of those is what you are doing right now. In fact, I would say 
that small-group Bible study is one of the most important things any of us 
can do to prepare ourselves to answer life’s hard questions. I would certainly 
say all of the most important relationships of my life, those relationships 
that have filled my heart with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, and self-control, have all taken root in my heart, and grown 
to fruition around the study of God’s Word. When I gather with like-minded 
and passionate persons who want to know the Lord and His Word deeply, 
there the Holy Spirit moves in powerful ways. God visits us by his Holy Spirit 
and through his authoritative and miracle-generating Scripture. The result? 
Lives are changed for the better in this life, and for eternity in the next. I 
strongly encourage you to continue your commitment to small-group Bible 
study.

Another specific thing we can do to prepare ourselves to answer the hard 
questions of life is worship. I am talking about our commitment to a regular 
expression of corporate worship, and a daily expression of private worship. 
Again, the most powerful and meaningful moments that have happened in 
my life have all happened around worship. Yes, I am talking about Sunday 
worship services. I am saying we must have consistent patterns of corporate 
worship in our lives. Worshiping together and experiencing God collectively 
provides us a united and powerful testimony of faith before the world. It is 
also the “pep rally” we need to prepare ourselves for another week of work 
and school or wherever life takes us. Remember, one of the Ten Command-
ments tells us that one day a week is the Lord’s day. This Sabbath day is to 
be a day that is definitely different from the other six. On the Lord’s Day, we 
prioritize worship and rest.
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We can also have powerful moments of worship just by ourselves. Scrip-
ture tells us that powerful moments with God can and do happen one-on-
one. I remember one of those moments vividly. It was sunset on the beaches 
of Panama City Beach in Florida. It was a rare moment for a couple of rea-
sons. On the one hand, there was hardly anyone on the beach that evening. 
On the other hand, a full moon was rising in the east while the sun was set-
ting in the west. For a few moments, they both hung just above opposite 
shorelines. They were huge and were just as orange as you can imagine. It was 
one of the most beautiful sights I have ever seen. In the same moment, in my 
headphones, I was listening to a song by Imogen Heap called, “Can’t Take It 
In.” This song is associated with the Disney movie based on C.S. Lewis’ The 
Chronicles of Narnia, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. The song describes 
the overwhelming emotion and wonder Lucy would have felt the first time 
she stepped through the wardrobe into Narnia and suggests the same flood 
of powerful and beautiful feelings all believers will experience in our first 
moments in Heaven. The sun, the moon, the song, the shore, the ocean, and 
even the smells of the saltwater and sand converged on my heart all at once, 
and I was undone. I wept for joy, worshiping the God who made it all and who 
loved me so much that He gave His one and only Son as a sacrifice for my 
sins! I believe God is always reaching out to us, trying desperately to engage 
our hearts and spirits, calling us to worship Him in Spirit and in truth. How 
about you?

Questions

1. How do we know God is reaching out to us? What specific evidence 
would we offer?
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2. What things am I doing to prepare myself for life’s hard questions? 
Am I able to share my faith in a way that is biblical and convincing?

3. What other resources (besides Bible study and worship as described 
above) can you identify that can help Christians answer life’s hard 
questions?

4. Do you know any books that are defenses of the faith? Share some 
titles with your class.
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Introduction

I have always called Genesis, chapter 5, the saddest chapter in all the Bible. 
Why? Because of this one repeating phrase—“and he died.” Here’s a quick 
sample: Thus, all the days Adam lived were 930 years, and he died (5:5)…
Thus all the days of Seth were 912 years, and he died (5:8)…Thus all the days 
of Enosh were 905 years, and he died (5:11). Get the picture? A full eight 
times in the thirty-one verses of Genesis, chapter 5, we have this pointed 
reminder of our destiny as human beings. One day they will say of you and 
me, “And she died,” or “And he died.”

Funny enough, I have had lots of people ask me questions about Genesis 
5. Usually those questions focus on the longevity of those mentioned, all in 
the hundreds of years. They’ll say, “Brother John, do you really think Adam 
lived 930 years? Or what about Methuselah? Is the Bible serious when it says 
he lived 969 years?”

I have two answers to those questions. The first is YES—the Bible is per-
fectly accurate when it tells us how long people lived. If it tells us Adam lived 
930 years, we can trust that is how long Adam lived. I really think, however, 
that if we focus on how long those people lived, we are missing the main 
point, which brings me to my second answer. Genesis 5 is a clarion call to 
the destiny of all mankind. To put it succinctly, everybody dies. The Bible 
says it this way in Hebrews 9:27: “…it is appointed for man to die once.” This 
appointment is one we all will keep. If that is true, and of course it is, then we 
must be prepared for that appointment. We must live life each day knowing 
we are ready for death. One thing is certain, no amount of earthly wealth can 
buy us out of that destiny.

2 Chronicles 9:13-31

13 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was 666 tal-

ents of gold, 14 besides that which the explorers and merchants brought. And 

all the kings of Arabia and the governors of the land brought gold and silver 

to Solomon. 15 King Solomon made 200 large shields of beaten gold; 600 

shekels of beaten gold went into each shield. 16 And he made 300 shields 

of beaten gold; 300 shekels of gold went into each shield; and the king put 
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them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon. 17 The king also made a great 

ivory throne and overlaid it with pure gold. 18 The throne had six steps and 

a footstool of gold, which were attached to the throne, and on each side of 

the seat were armrests and two lions standing beside the armrests, 19 while 

twelve lions stood there, one on each end of a step on the six steps. Noth-

ing like it was ever made for any kingdom. 20 All King Solomon’s drinking 

vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the House of the Forest of Leb-

anon were of pure gold. Silver was not considered as anything in the days 

of Solomon. 21 For the king’s ships went to Tarshish with the servants of 

Hiram. Once every three years the ships of Tarshish used to come bringing 

gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.
22 Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in riches and in 

wisdom. 23 And all the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon 

to hear his wisdom, which God had put into his mind. 24 Every one of them 

brought his present, articles of silver and of gold, garments, myrrh, spices, 

horses, and mules, so much year by year. 25 And Solomon had 4,000 stalls 

for horses and chariots, and 12,000 horsemen, whom he stationed in the 

chariot cities and with the king in Jerusalem. 26 And he ruled over all the 

kings from the Euphrates to the land of the Philistines and to the border of 

Egypt. 27 And the king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stone, and 

he made cedar as plentiful as the sycamore of the Shephelah. 28 And horses 

were imported for Solomon from Egypt and from all lands.
29 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, from first to last, are they not 

written in the history of Nathan the prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah 

the Shilonite, and in the visions of Iddo the seer concerning Jeroboam 

the son of Nebat? 30 Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty 

years. 31 And Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of 

David his father, and Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

What Money Can Buy (9:13-22)

Perhaps it is impossible for us to really comprehend the level of riches de-
scribed in 2 Chronicles 9. How do we even get a mental picture of things 
like “large shields of beaten gold; 600 shekels of beaten gold went into each 
shield,” or “a great ivory throne and overlaid it with pure gold?” Even Solo-
mon’s drinking vessels were made of pure gold! Think about that the next 
time you pour yourself a cup of coffee. I am shaking my head as I try to grasp 
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it all, and we haven’t even scratched the surface of the opulence for which 
Solomon’s kingdom became famous.

Treasures Out of This World

The Bible has much to say about our hearts and our money. Perhaps one of 

the most famous passages is found in the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus said, 

“…lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust de-

stroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:20-21). Jesus was giving us all a clear 

warning not to invest our lives and treasures only in the temporary things of 

this world, but rather to invest in eternal things like the salvation of our own 

souls and the souls of those around us.

It is true that money can buy lots and lots of stuff. And it is so easy for 
us to see shiny objects that glitter and zoom around and think, “I have to 
have that.” There have been many times in my own life I have gotten “new car 
fever,” or have been consumed with the latest electronic gadgets. But when 
is it enough? Just in the past few years, how many of us have bought multi-
ple TVs because we went from “normal” to “high definition,” then to 4K and 
8K—from 32-inch screens to 48, to 60, to 72? You get the idea. Simultane-
ously, we’ve bought multiple “devices” (we don’t even call them cell phones 
anymore) and for the same reason; there was always something newer, with 
more shine, with better speed, with more memory, that not only makes 
phone calls but also texts, handles the internet, runs scores of apps, cooks, 
cleans, helps the kids with their homework…whatever. These are the things 
money can buy.

What Money Cannot Buy (9:23)

Whereas money can buy lots and lots of stuff, it cannot buy the things that 
truly matter. It cannot buy love, forgiveness, joy, peace, or relationships. It 
cannot buy the matters of the heart. Most importantly, it cannot buy any-
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thing beyond this life. Money cannot buy things that are eternal. And it cer-
tainly cannot buy us out of our appointment with death.

Kings and officials from all around came to Solomon and brought trea-
sures to him. Why? Verse 23 says, “And all the kings of the earth sought the 
presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put into his mind.” 
Again, we do not have a transcript of their conversations, but we can deduce 
what they were talking about from verse 23. When the Bible tells us of the 
wisdom God put into the mind of Solomon, it most certainly means the wis-
dom of knowing and fearing the One True God and placing faith in Him.

I believe Solomon shared his testimony of faith and belief in God with his 
visitors. I believe Solomon’s testimony was powerful and moving and that it 
pricked at the souls of those who heard it, so they experienced God’s Holy 
Spirit knocking on the door of their own hearts. Perhaps most or all of Solo-
mon’s visitors had never heard a believer’s testimony and had never realized 
the Holy Spirit’s presence close to their hearts. Maybe some of them placed 
their faith in the Most High God and, as Genesis 15:6 says, “the Lord…
counted it to him as righteousness.”

I believe many of those great leaders had a profound and moving experi-
ence, which is why they lavished Solomon with gifts. I believe they thought 
nothing of the earthly value of things like silver and gold once they had tast-
ed the eternal values of faith and belief.

I am reminded of a special moment in the movie, Field of Dreams. In this 
particular scene, Terence Mann, played by James Earl Jones, tells the corn 
farmer, Ray, why people will come to see the baseball field Ray built in the 
middle of his Iowa corn field, and why, despite the financial troubles that 
accompanied building and maintaining the baseball field, he should keep it. 
Terence said, “People will come, Ray. They will come to Iowa, for reasons they 
cannot even fathom…they will arrive at your door as innocent as children. 
‘Of course, we won’t mind if you look around,’ you’ll say, ‘It’s only twenty dol-
lars a person.’ They’ll pass over the money without even thinking about it: for 
it is money they have and peace they lack.” Perhaps the same was happening 
in Solomon’s day. Perhaps it was money and treasures Solomon’s powerful 
and rich visitors all had, but godly wisdom and faith that they lacked. So, 
they passed over to Solomon their earthly treasures without even thinking 
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about it, desperate to possess the most important thing of all, that which 
their money could not buy.

The Power of Your Testimony

There is great power in a believer’s testimony of faith. People want to know 

what knowing Jesus has meant to you in your life. The word testimony comes 

from the Latin testimonium meaning evidence, proof, or witness. We see the 

power of the personal testimony in John, chapter 4. There the woman at the 

well, after her conversation with Jesus, went back into her town and told ev-

eryone, “Come see a man who told me all I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 

(John 4:29). Later in John 4, we find these remarkable words: “Many Samari-

tans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony” (John 

4:39). People will believe in Jesus because of your testimony of faith as well. 

With whom are you sharing?

And He Died (9:30-31)

Solomon was the wisest and richest person of his time. No one had more 
than Solomon, and that was true for a full forty years. And yet here comes 
verse 31: “And Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of 
David his father, and Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.” Solomon, the 
richest and wisest man of his time, died like everyone does. Perhaps on the 
very day of Solomon’s death another died who may have been the poorest 
and most foolish man of his time. Death is, indeed, the great equalizer. Was 
Solomon ready for his time of death? Yes, as long as he continued to have 
faith, hope, and trust in the Lord, his God.

Implications and Actions

This lesson is titled, “You Can’t Take It With You.” We know, of course, that 
no matter what we have owned in this life, or no matter how fat our bank 
accounts, there is coming that certain day when we will leave it all behind. 
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The only things that matter are the matters of the heart; the eternal matters 
that involve our souls.

Like Solomon, we prepare our hearts for eternity by placing faith and be-
lief in God, and additionally for us, in God’s only Son Jesus Christ, who died 
on the cross as a sacrifice for our sins. When I was eight years old, I prayed 
a simple prayer in which I confessed I was a sinner, expressed my belief in 
Jesus, and asked Jesus to forgive my sins and to come and live in my heart. I 
maintain that faith today, some fifty-one years later. In fact, I am more con-
vinced than ever before of Jesus as “the way, the truth, and the life.”

In faith, I hold onto verses like Romans 3:22. Look at how the New Living 
Translation renders this beautiful Scripture: “We are made right with God by 
placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, 
no matter who we are.”

Faith and belief in Jesus are how we prepare ourselves for that day when 
they say of us, “and he died.” How about you? Have you trusted in Jesus 
Christ for your eternal salvation?

Questions

1. What is your testimony of faith? You believe in Jesus as Savior and 
Lord, what difference has that made in your life?

2. We will never have the kind of riches Solomon had. Is it possible, 
however, that our pursuit of material things can hinder our rela-
tionship with God?
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3. What is the relationship between happiness and riches? How about 
the relationship between happiness and knowing the Lord?

4. “It is appointed for man to die once.” What are you doing to prepare 
for that time?
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Introduction

One of my favorite books is C.S. Lewis’ The Horse and His Boy. It is one of 
the stories in The Chronicles of Narnia. At one point in this epic adventure, 
we find a boy, Shasta, who is at the end of his rope. He’s escaped slavery in 
Calormen, crossed a hundred-mile desert, survived an attack by a lion, and 
suffered from heat exhaustion and lack of food and water. When he finally 
reached a friendly destination in Archenland, he was immediately dispatched 
to find King Lune and to warn him of an imminent attack. With no rest and 
fully exhausted, Shasta hit the trail again. He didn’t even know for sure where 
he was going.

When the night came, he was walking beside his horse in the dark, misty 
mountains of Archenland. He was filled with despair and a profound sense 
of loss and even lostness. “I do think that I must be the most unfortunate 
boy that ever lived…” he complained as “he felt so sorry for himself that the 
tears rolled down his cheeks” (C.S. Lewis, The Horse and His Boy, 2000, Harper 
Trophy, 161-162).

Have you ever been there? Has life offered you moments that not only 
were beyond your understanding or comprehension, but also swept over your 
heart like a tsunami? You know what Shasta was feeling because you, too, 
have been in those moments of despair that have left you feeling so sorry 
for yourself or for a loved one that floods of tears rolled down your cheeks. 
Adding insult to injury, there were no clear answers to help you make sense 
of it all. That is a tough place to be.

In The Horse and His Boy, Aslan comes to redeem Shasta’s broken little 
heart. A happy ending follows. And in our own story, the God who loves us 
dearly comes to redeem our own hearts when we, too, are in the throes of 
despair and sorrow. Our happy ending reaches into eternity!

Luke 24:13-35

13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, 

about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other 

about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and 

discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But 
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their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is 

this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And 

they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, an-

swered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know 

the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 And he said to 

them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 

a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 

people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be con-

demned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the 

one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since 

these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed 

us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not 

find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of 

angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went 

to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not 

see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe 

all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ 

should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with 

Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 

things concerning himself.
28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted 

as if he were going farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay 

with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went 

in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread 

and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, 

and they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said 

to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on 

the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same 

hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who 

were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, 

and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the 

road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

A Lively Discussion (24:13-18)

“That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus.” What 
day was “that very day?” It was Resurrection Day. That very morning the 
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women found Jesus’ tomb empty. Some of the disciples also found the tomb 
empty. The question was, what did that mean?

Perhaps that is the conversation the two were having as they walked to 
Emmaus. The Greek verb for “talking with each other” (24:14) simply de-
notes a conversation. When Jesus joined them and asked what they were dis-
cussing (24:18), a different verb is used. This verb implies a lively and perhaps 
passionate discussion, a tossing back and forth of ideas, and perhaps even a 
disagreement that was becoming heated.

Surely the two were discussing the events of the past three days includ-
ing Jesus’ death on the cross and today’s empty tomb. They were certainly 
followers of Jesus, though likely not of the twelve disciples (we are told one 
of them was named Cleopas). Why their discussion? Why were they having 
a disagreement? Maybe they were in different places in their understanding 
and faith. We know, for example, when “Doubting Thomas” was told Jesus 
was alive, his response was essentially—prove it. “I won’t believe unless I can 
touch the wounds myself,” that was Thomas’ position. Perhaps that is where 
our friends were on the road to Emmaus, with one more inclined to believe 
the resurrection, while the other was still uncertain. Their disagreements laid 
the foundation for a lively discussion.

Jesus Joins Their Walk and Their Hearts (24:15-24)

“Jesus, himself drew near and went with them” (24:15). These are some of 
the most beautiful words in all of Scripture. Jesus drew near to them in their 
time of confusion, uncertainty, and sorrow. Praise God—He does the same 
for you and me!

God Listens Intently
Because God loves us dearly, He comes for us. Look at how the Psalmist de-

scribed God in the opening verses of Psalm 116. He said, “I love the Lord be-

cause he hears my voice and my prayer for mercy. Because he bends down 

to listen, I will pray as long as I have breath!” (Psalm 116:1-2, NLT). Can your 

imagination see God bending low to hear your prayers? He is like a loving 

parent who leans in close to hear the words of the child he loves.
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Get the picture in your mind. The two were walking and talking. They 
were deeply troubled by the events of the last three days. They were desper-
ately trying to make sense of it all, but they could not. So, Jesus came to 
them! He drew near to them while they were troubled and hurting. He told 
them all they needed to know, and He challenged their faith.

Jesus asked, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each 
other as you walk?” They stopped, perhaps incredulous that anyone could 
have been in Jerusalem and not known the momentous events that had hap-
pened. When Jesus asked them, “What things?” (24:19), they poured out 
their hearts to Him. You can feel their disappointment and sense of loss as 
they say things like, “our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be con-
demned to death” (24:20), and “we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel” (24:21). “We had hoped” really says it all, doesn’t it?

They continued, “It is now the third day [since Jesus was crucified]” 
(24:21). Again, the hurts and confusions are palpable as they say things like, 
“they [the women] did not find his body” (24:23), and “they had even seen 
a vision of angels, who said the he [Jesus] was alive” (24:23), and “some of 
…us went to the tomb… but him [Jesus] they did not see” (24:24). Oh, the 
heavenly IRONY! There He is! Jesus is standing with them, even talking with 
them. He is reaching out to their hearts in love, but they do not yet see Him 
for who He is. My friends please listen to me, no matter how difficult life may 
become, no matter how confused and alone we may feel, there is never a time 
when God is not reaching out to us, calling us home, loving us through our 
sins and sorrows, upholding us in our confusions, and helping us bear the dif-
ficult burdens of this life. Even if we cannot see how He is working, take heart 
in this great truth: God is always working for the purposes of redemption and 
salvation. He draws near to us because He loves us.

A Call to Faith (24:25-35)

Jesus said to the two: “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer 
these things and enter into his glory? And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself” (24:25-26).
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How I wish I had been among the “foolish ones” on that day. How I wish 
I had been there to hear Jesus speak. Can you imagine a passionate presen-
tation from Jesus, Himself, as He takes you through the Old Testament and 
describes the prophecies and descriptions of Messiah? How might He have 
commented on the sign of Immanuel from Isaiah 7? What would He have 
said about the Wonderful Counselor of Isaiah 9? Can you imagine Jesus 
talking about the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53? What might He have said 
about Isaiah 53:5? “But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed 
for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with his wounds we are healed.” Oh my! Just imagining Jesus speaking 
about these things brings me so much joy. I believe one day we all will hear 
Jesus speak about these Holy Scriptures and all the rest as well. Our greatest 
desires to know Him as He fully knows us now will be finally realized. Oh, the 
jubilation! Oh, the wonder and gladness of just being with Jesus. It is certain-
ly no wonder, then, that the two begged Jesus to stay with them.

Spiritual Sight

Why did the two not recognize Jesus? Interestingly, verse 16 says, “their eyes 

were kept from recognizing him,” and verse 31 says, “And their eyes were 

opened, and they recognized him.” The verbs in both verses are passive, 

meaning they had not the power or ability to recognize Jesus without help. 

Jesus provided the help they needed. The text tells us that Jesus interpreted 

Scriptures about Himself beginning with Moses and all the Prophets (24:27). 

Can you see what is happening? Jesus used the Old Testament, God’s Holy 

Word, to help them to truly see Him and know Him. Certainly, the Bible is one 

of many ways God can open the eyes of the hearts of mankind so we can 

see God for who He really is. God’s Word helps open our spiritual eyes so we 

might place faith in Jesus for salvation.

But notice that Jesus added an “altar call” to His message. Earlier one of 
the two had said of Jesus, “We had hoped that he was the one…” (24:21). Je-
sus challenged them to move beyond hope by asking them to believe: “O fool-
ish ones, and slow of heart to believe all the prophets have spoken” (24:25). 
Then Jesus, Himself, helps them on the journey from hope to belief as He 
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opens their eyes so they could see who He really was. Verse 31 tells us, “their 
eyes were opened, and they recognized him.” How do we know their hope 
was turned to belief? We know because of what they did next. That same 
hour they went back to Jerusalem, found the disciples, and said, “The Lord 
has risen indeed” (24:33-34). While they had only hope, they were walking in 
despair and confusion. When they believed, they returned to Jerusalem with 
a proclamation of faith. They traveled the same road in reverse, a reversal of 
direction of course, but far more importantly, a reversal of the heart.

Implications and Actions

Jesus also calls us to faith. Even in the most confusing and difficult times of 
life, Jesus calls us to faith and belief. John 3:16 is a beautiful example of the 
call to faith and belief, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” Even 
as an eight-year-old boy, I was ready to believe in God’s love, believe in God’s 
Son, and to express that belief to God in a prayer when I asked Jesus to for-
give my sins and to live in my heart as Savior and Lord. That loving invitation 
from the good heart of God is extended to all and is always there, especially 
when we walk the difficult roads of life. Praise God and our Lord, Jesus, that 
we do not walk those roads alone. Because God loves us, He joins us in those 
walks. How about you?

Questions

1. How do you see the hearts and hopes of the two as they walked to-
ward Emmaus? How were they different as they returned to Jerusa-
lem?
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2. Jesus walks with us during life’s troubles. What are some things we 
can do to be more aware of His presence and care?

3. Jesus asks for faith and belief. Have you trusted in Jesus as Savior 
and Lord?

4. Describe a time in your own life when you were very much aware 
that God was close to your heart.
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Prayer for This Study

A Heart of Wisdom
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14, NIV).

Father,

I humbly come into Your presence, the almighty, powerful, and sovereign God of the universe. 
You, oh Lord, are the Creator of the heavens and the earth and all that is within them. Lord, 
all things belong to You and come from You. Thank you, Lord, that You have called me out of 
darkness and into the light. I am grateful I belong to You. I am Your own possession, part of 
Your Kingdom, Your church, which You purchased with Your own blood.

Lord, life is brief, and I am easily deceived. Teach me to number my days and present to You 
a heart of wisdom, and like Solomon, I ask for Godly wisdom in my daily life. May I seek 
and choose wisdom over the foolishness of this world, and never rely on earthly resources, 
but wholly lean on you, and trust You alone. Lord may Your holy Word be the unshakable and 
firm foundation of all my decision making. Fill me with the knowledge of Your will with all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding (Colossians 1:9).

O God, Your Word says, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 
O God, you will not despise” (Psalm 51:17, ESV). Lord, search the depths of my heart and 
reveal any sin deep within me. Help me to see that my sin is against You, and You only, God. 
Transform me into Your image in true righteousness and holiness, and may I offer to You, O 
God, a blameless heart, fully devoted to You and Your Kingdom’s work, a heart willing to 
serve You and submit to You in all things. Give me ears and a heart to hear and discern Your 
voice as I seek Your face, O Lord. Your sheep follow You because they know Your voice (John 
10:4).

O God, I fear we are living in a time in our nation, where everyone does what is right in their 
own eyes. We search for purpose and meaning in all the wrong places and our hearts have 
become foolish, despising wisdom. Our nation is in desperate need of a great awakening. We 
desperately need You to bring revival to our nation. I pray the Holy Spirit will touch every 
heart, every person in our nation, and draw them to salvation in Jesus. 

Abba Father, I cry out to You in prayer and I draw a circle around myself. Let revival begin 
in my heart and life. Turn my heart of stone into a heart of flesh and may my dry bones come 
alive with the power of the Holy Spirit. May I never be stagnant or lukewarm, forgetting my 
first love. Lord, I declare that You are my God, my living hope, my defender, and my refuge. 
“And let the people say, ‘Amen’ Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 106:48, ESV).

In the strong name of Jesus,

Amen

DLB
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Solomon (1 & 2 Chronicles)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001313) $5.25  __________   ____________

Solomon (1 & 2 Chronicles)—Teaching Guide (BWP001314) $5.75  __________   ____________

Additional Issues Available:

Thematic Studies

Living in the Spirit—Study Guide (BWP001297) $5.00  __________   ____________

Living in the Spirit—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001298) $5.25  __________   ____________

Living in the Spirit—Teaching Guide (BWP001299) $5.75  __________   ____________

Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Study Guide (BWP001277)  $5.00  __________   ____________

Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001278) $5.25  __________   ____________

Pillars (The Ten Commandments)—Teaching Guide (BWP001279) $5.75  __________   ____________

Rescue and Redemption—Study Guide (BWP001257)  $5.00  __________   ____________

Rescue and Redemption—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001258) $5.25  __________   ____________

Rescue and Redemption—Teaching Guide (BWP001259) $5.75  __________   ____________

Called to Serve—Study Guide (BWP001237)  $5.00  __________   ____________

Called to Serve—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001238) $5.25  __________   ____________

Called to Serve—Teaching Guide (BWP001239) $5.75  __________   ____________

Old Testament

Character and the Crown (1 Samuel)—Study Guide (BWP001252) $5.00  __________   ____________

Character and the Crown (1 Samuel)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001253) $5.25  __________   ____________

Character and the Crown (1 Samuel)—Teaching Guide (BWP001254) $5.75  __________   ____________

Triumphs and Troubles (2 Samuel)—Study Guide (BWP001272) $5.00  __________   ____________

Triumphs and Troubles (2 Samuel)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001273) $5.25  __________   ____________

Triumphs and Troubles (2 Samuel)—Teaching Guide (BWP001274) $5.75  __________   ____________

Faith Under Fire (Daniel)—Study Guide (BWP001292) $5.00  __________   ____________

Faith Under Fire (Daniel)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001293) $5.25  __________   ____________

Faith Under Fire (Daniel)—Teaching Guide (BWP001294) $5.75  __________   ____________

New Testament

Miracles: The Transforming Power of Jesus (Matthew)—Study Guide (BWP001287) $5.00  __________   ____________

Miracles: The Transforming Power of Jesus (Matthew)—Large Print Study Guide

 (BWP001288) $5.25  __________   ____________

Miracles: The Transforming Power of Jesus (Matthew)—Teaching Guide (BWP001289) $5.75  __________   ____________

The reMARKable Journey Begins—Study Guide (BWP001302) $5.00  __________   ____________

The reMARKable Journey Begins—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001303) $5.25  __________   ____________

The reMARKable Journey Begins—Teaching Guide (BWP001304) $5.75  __________   ____________
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GSI: Gospel Story Investigator (Luke)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001248) $5.25  __________   ____________

GSI: Gospel Story Investigator (Luke)—Teaching Guide (BWP001249) $5.75  __________   ____________

Grace and Truth (John)—Study Guide (BWP001267)  $5.00  __________   ____________

Grace and Truth (John)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001268) $5.25  __________   ____________

Grace and Truth (John)—Teaching Guide (BWP001269) $5.75  __________   ____________

Going Viral: The Birth and Advance of the Church (Acts)—Study Guide

 (BWP001242)  $5.00  __________   ____________

Going Viral: The Birth and Advance of the Church (Acts)—Large Print Study Guide

 (BWP001243) $5.25  __________   ____________

Going Viral: The Birth and Advance of the Church (Acts)—Teaching Guide

 (BWP001244) $5.75  __________   ____________

Correction and Counsel (1 & 2 Corinthians)—Study Guide (BWP001262)  $5.00  __________   ____________

Correction and Counsel (1 & 2 Corinthians)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001263) $5.25  __________   ____________

Correction and Counsel (1 & 2 Corinthians)—Teaching Guide (BWP001264) $5.75  __________   ____________

Pure Joy (Philippians)—Study Guide (BWP001302) $5.00  __________   ____________

Pure Joy (Philippians)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001303) $5.25  __________   ____________

Pure Joy (Philippians—Teaching Guide (BWP001304) $5.75  __________   ____________

The Fullness of Christ (Colossians)—Study Guide (BWP001282) $5.00  __________   ____________

The Fullness of Christ (Colossians)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001283) $5.25  __________   ____________

The Fullness of Christ (Colossians)—Teaching Guide (BWP001284) $5.75  __________   ____________

Coming for use beginning June 2021

The Conquerors: Heroes of the Faith (Judges 1–8)—Study Guide (BWP001322) $5.00  __________   ____________

The Conquerors: Heroes of the Faith (Judges 1–8)—Large Print Study Guide

 (BWP001323) $5.25  __________   ____________

The Conquerors: Heroes of the Faith (Judges 1–8)—Teaching Guide (BWP001324) $5.75  __________   ____________

PLEASE NOTE

In addition to these Bible studies, which are available in both print and digital formats, we have several studies 
available in a digital-only format. See www.baptistwaypress.org for a complete listing of these studies.

CALL your order toll-free: 1-866-249-1799  
(M–Thur 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. central time 

Fri 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon central time).

OR, E-MAIL your order to: baptistway@texasbaptists.org.

OR, ORDER ONLINE at www.baptistwaypress.org. 

We look forward to receiving your order! Thank you!
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