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Unit 24, Session 1

Jesus Casts 
Out Demons
Summary and Goal 
In this session we will read about Jesus’ divine power over demonic forces. As the 
Son of God, Jesus has ultimate authority over all things physical and spiritual. So 
how should we respond to Him? Like demons, we can be forced one day to submit 
to His rule. Like some people, we can be fearful and resist His authority to our own 
destruction. Or like the man who was freed from his demonic oppression, we can 
look to Jesus in faith and joyfully obey what He commands as we tell others of the 
freedom from sin that we too have experienced in Him. 

Session Outline
1. The demons recognize the Son of God’s authority (Luke 8:26-33).
2. The people fear the Son of God’s authority (Luke 8:34-37).
3. The man obeys the Son of God’s authority (Luke 8:38-39).
Background Passage: Luke 8:26-39

Session in a Sentence
Jesus demonstrated His authority over evil by driving demons out of a man.

Christ Connection
When Jesus approached the man who was possessed by demons, even the demons 
recognized His authority. Jesus drove the demons out of the man, but when the 
people saw His authority, they were afraid and drove Him off. Jesus would later 
demonstrate His authority over sin and evil in a greater way through His crucifixion 
and resurrection. While many continue to reject Him, one day every knee will bow 
and every tongue will confess Jesus is Lord (Phil. 2:9-11).

Missional Application
Because Jesus has set us free from sin and death, we recognize and embrace His 
authority over every area of our lives as we proclaim what Jesus has done for us.
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GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group Time

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 94) to discuss what is would be like to have superpowers. 

The concept of superheroes has intrigued storytellers, comic-book readers, and 
moviegoers throughout the ages. In ancient Greek myths, Hercules and Achilles 
captivated the imagination with their strength and near-invincibility. Today we have an 
explosion of interest in superheroes thanks, in large part, to the popularity of movies 
that depict special people and teams taking on the greatest foes of the earth and the 
universe. You don’t have to go far to find a child dressed up and pretending to have 
superpowers to fight the evils of the world. You might even find an adult wishing 
for superpowers to break up the monotony of the workday or to secure justice for 
the oppressed. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What superpower would you like to have, and what would you do 
with it? (be prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start 
the conversation)

SAY: It is fun to imagine having superpowers, as every child and inner-child knows, but we must come back to 
reality—superheroes aren’t real. But that doesn’t mean there aren’t powers in the world that affect and work in 
and through human beings. Evil forces beyond our control do operate in the world, but they are never beyond 
God’s control.

SUMMARIZE: In this session we will read about Jesus’ divine power over demonic forces. As the Son of God, 
Jesus has ultimate authority over all things physical and spiritual. So how should we respond to Him? Like 
demons, we can be forced one day to submit to His rule. Like some people, we can be fearful and resist His 
authority to our own destruction. Or like the man who was freed from his demonic oppression, we can look to 
Jesus in faith and joyfully obey what He commands as we tell others of the freedom from sin that we too have 
experienced in Him. 

For session-by-session training podcasts, please visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.  
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources. 

Group content found in the  
Daily Discipleship Guide is  
included in this shaded area
throughout the session.
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Point 1:   The demons recognize the Son of God’s 
authority (Luke 8:26-33).

SAY: Demonic possession in the Bible strikes most of us as weird and confusing. We generally don’t have a 
category for it outside of fictitious depictions in horror films. But the Bible is true, so demonic possession and 
oppression are real and possible in our world. 

READ Luke 8:26-33 (DDG p. 95). 

26 Then they sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 When 
he got out on land, a demon-possessed man from the town met him. For a long time 
he had worn no clothes and did not stay in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he 
saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before him, and said in a loud voice, “What do you 
have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torment me! ” 
29 For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. Many times it 
had seized him, and though he was guarded, bound by chains and shackles, he would 
snap the restraints and be driven by the demon into deserted places.

30 “What is your name? ” Jesus asked him.
“Legion,” he said, because many demons had entered him. 31 And they begged him 

not to banish them to the abyss.
32 A large herd of pigs was there, feeding on the hillside. The demons begged him 

to permit them to enter the pigs, and he gave them permission. 33 The demons came 
out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into 
the lake and drowned.

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 95) to highlight the fearful impact of demonic possession.

Based on this wild man’s experience, demonic possession torments, wounds, endangers, 
and isolates its victims. To see this man in action would cause fear and revulsion in 
us; to witness him running toward us and screaming would send us running away in 
terror. But as much as we would have been afraid of the demon-possessed man, the 
man-possessing demon was even more afraid of Jesus.

•  This demon-possessed man:  
–lived in constant shame, marked by his nakedness, 
–lived in isolation, among the dead rather than living, and  
–had supernatural strength to break all restraints—he couldn’t be kept safe even from himself.
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FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 95). 

Demons oppose God and seek to destroy His work. Though demons 

have power, they are limited by God’s control and can only act within the 

constraints of what God permits. 

Essential Doctrine “Demons”: Demons are angelic beings who sinned against God and now continually 
work evil in the world today (Job 1:6; Zech. 3:1; Luke 10:18). Demons oppose God and seek to destroy His 
work, as seen in the Bible’s description of Satan, the head of demons, who seeks to “steal, kill, and destroy.” 
Though demons have power, they are limited by God’s control and can only act within the constraints 
of what God permits. In the end, all of the demons will be cast into the lake of fire, for which it was 
originally created.

EXPLAIN: Reference the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 95) as you comment on how Jesus’ identity and 
authority affected the “Legion” of demons inhabiting the man. 

Why was the demon—or demons, as it turned out—afraid of Jesus and groveling at His 
feet? Because the “Legion” of demons inhabiting the man recognized Jesus’ identity and 
authority. Jesus is the Son of the Most High God, and He Himself will cast all demons, 
including Satan, into hell for all eternity, once the time has come. 

•  Jesus’ Identity: The demons knew that Jesus is the Son of the Most High God, the Second Person of the 
Trinity. As James 2:19 says, even the demons believe in God, and they shudder. They believe in God and 
His Son, but they refuse to honor and obey Him; therefore, they are awaiting His eternal wrath.

•  Jesus’ Authority: The demons begged not to be tormented by Jesus, implying He has the power to do so, and 
He does. They feared banishment to the abyss, which is hell, the place of eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels and also the eternal punishment for all those who do not believe in Jesus (Matt. 25:41).

•  “Legion” was afraid because Jesus has the power and authority to punish His enemies, both physical 
and spiritual. One day He will exercise that authority, but not yet, not until the Father says the time is 
right (Mark 13:32). For now, the demons would simply be displaced at the word of the Lord. They asked 
for permission to enter a herd of pigs. Again we see Jesus’ authority because the demons needed His 
permission, which He granted. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What will a faith response to the authority of Jesus look like, as 
opposed to the forced submission displayed by the demons? (humble 
reverence and worship directed toward Jesus; joyful obedience to Jesus’ 
commands; actions and words used to build others up in the faith instead 
of tearing them down and destroying their faith; seeking out fellowship 
with other believers in the church for mutual encouragement in the faith)
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Point 2:   The people fear the Son of God’s authority 
(Luke 8:34-37).

READ Luke 8:34-37 (DDG p. 96). 

34 When the men who tended them saw what had happened, they ran off and 
reported it in the town and in the countryside. 35 Then people went out to see what 
had happened. They came to Jesus and found the man the demons had departed 
from, sitting at Jesus’s feet, dressed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 
36 Meanwhile, the eyewitnesses reported to them how the demon-possessed man 
was delivered. 37 Then all the people of the Gerasene region asked him to leave them, 
because they were gripped by great fear. So getting into the boat, he returned. 

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 96) to emphasize that the people were afraid of Jesus 
because of His display of power resulting in the wild man sitting still at His feet. 

The demons left the man, entered the pigs, and destroyed the whole herd, around two 
thousand pigs, according to Mark’s Gospel (Mark 5:13). Later, everyone in the region 
came out to see what had happened, and what they saw blew their minds and scared 
them to their core. They saw pig corpses bobbing in the Sea of Galilee, but that’s not 
what scared them. They heard about the herd going crazy and rushing into the sea, 
but that’s not what scared them. They saw a formerly wild and naked man sitting still 
and in clothes—this was the display of power and authority from Jesus that was too 
much for them.

•  The people in this Gentile region had tried to restrain the man and had failed every time. Chains and 
shackles were insufficient to restrain this man who was out of his mind. They likely had written him off 
and hoped he remained secluded in the graveyard. They could do nothing for him.

•  Jesus, however, succeeded with mere words in freeing the man from his spiritual shackles. No longer wild, 
the man was sitting still beside Jesus. No longer naked, the man was dressed. No longer out of his mind, 
the man was in his right mind. His sanity had been returned to him through the intervention of the 
supernatural Savior of humanity. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How might the authority and power of Jesus cause fear in people today? 
(a person’s conversion can lead to a good but startling change that 
alarms non-believers; one may fear the call to humble self and believe in 
Jesus; believers can struggle with fear in obeying God’s call to share the 
gospel or participate in missions)
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 96) to help your group understand how fear without 
faith leads to a rejection of Jesus.  

The Gentiles saw the peaceful fruit of a 
great miracle sitting at Jesus’ feet, so they 
asked Him to leave! What would have 
possessed them to make that choice? Jesus 
had just liberated a demon-possessed man; 
what more could He have done for them 
had they only believed? But since they 
had fear without faith, they rejected the 
miracle-worker in their midst. It seems they 
preferred their own slavery to sin and Satan 
over submission to the Savior. 

•  Fear can either drive us toward Jesus or away from Him; it can drive us to a deeper holiness or to abandon 
the reason and wisdom that comes from God in Jesus Christ. The difference, of course, is faith. The fear 
of the Lord is a good thing for the believer, marked by humility, reverence, and holiness. But without 
faith, one can only be afraid of the Lord, marked by distance from God and distrust of His ways. 

EXPLAIN why Jesus left at the people’s request and how He chooses to work tenderly and patiently so people 
no longer see Him through eyes of fear but through eyes of faith. 

•  In response to the people’s fear, Jesus conceded to their request for Him to leave. He chose not to force 
the issue. While Jesus is the Son of the Most High God and worthy of all glory, honor, and praise, He 
is also patient for people to come to Him in their right mind with a heart of faith. He does not take 
disciples by force but softly and tenderly calls them to His side. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus works in 
the hearts of people so they no longer see Him through eyes of fear but through eyes of faith. This work 
is accomplished often through the witness of Jesus’ followers, whom He has commissioned to share His 
good news of salvation.

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What might you say to address someone’s fear of submitting to Jesus 
in faith? (be prepared to share an answer of your own to jump-start 
the conversation)

 Voices from  
the Church
“ To fear the Lord is not to be 
scared of Him. It’s to adore 
Him. Worship Him. Honor 
Him. It’s to put Him in the 
right place in our thinking. 
The fear of the Lord is in 
many ways to honor the 
first commandment.” 1 

–Trillia Newbell 
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Point 3:   The man obeys the Son of God’s authority 
(Luke 8:38-39).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 8:38-39 (DDG p. 97). 

38 The man from whom the demons had departed begged him earnestly to be with 
him. But he sent him away and said, 39 “Go back to your home, and tell all that God 
has done for you.” And off he went, proclaiming throughout the town how much 
Jesus had done for him. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 97) to help compare the man’s desire to be with Jesus to our 
own desire to be in the presence of our Savior. 

As Jesus got back in the boat with His disciples to leave, He had a brief conversation 
with the man whom He had freed. Naturally, the man wanted to go with Jesus. He 
wanted to be with his Savior and learn from Him. He begged Jesus for this. This “begs” 
the question for us: How eager are we to be in the presence of our Savior? Do we seek 
Him out through the Scriptures and prayer? Do we join regularly with His body, the 
church? Or do we only seek Him when we think we need Him? Or worse, are we 
content merely to claim salvation and then move on with our lives independent of Jesus?

Illustration: The Associated Press published a story with a video of a Chilean police officer freeing a dog that 
had become tangled in a tarp. Though the dog was hurting, scared, and threatening, Second Lieutenant 
Giovanni Domke carefully cut at the tarp until the dog was free of it. Immediately, the dog that had 
appeared savage just seconds before turned around and jumped up on the officer as if to give him a big hug 
of thanks. 2 Having been freed, the dog was drawn to the one who had freed it. 

INSTRUCT: Ask group members to use the scale in their DDG (p. 97) to evaluate their own desire to 
commune with the Savior, Jesus Christ.

What is your level of desire to commune with the Savior, Jesus Christ? 

No Desire                    Eager Desire

SAY: Our level of desire to commune with Jesus is a reflection of the sin in our lives, but it is directly 
proportional to our desire to repent of our sin. When we recognize the depths of our depravity and the amazing 
grace of our freedom through faith in Jesus, sin begins to lose its appeal and we find greater satisfaction in the 
Son of the Most High God. This is the process of sanctification borne out in the new identity of the believer.
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FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 97). 

New Identity of the Believer: When a person places faith in Christ, no longer 

is the person a slave to sin, defined by past failures or present struggles. 

The old, sinful self is passed away and the new, redeemed self is alive and 

progressing, becoming more and more like Christ.

Essential Doctrine “New Identity of the Believer”: When a person places faith in Christ, that person 
undergoes a fundamental change of identity. He or she goes from being an enemy under God’s wrath 
(Eph. 2:1-3) to being welcomed into God’s family as a beloved child (Eph. 2:19). The believer in Christ is 
declared righteous on account of Christ’s perfect life and substitutionary death and resurrection. No longer is 
the person a slave to sin, defined by past failures or present struggles. The person has been delivered from the 
realm of darkness and now belongs to the kingdom of light (Col. 1:13). Anyone who is in Christ is a “new 
creation” in whom the old, sinful self is passed away and the new, redeemed self is alive and progressing, 
becoming more and more like Christ (2 Cor. 5:17).

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 97) to emphasize the mission Jesus gave the man He had 
freed. Then connect this to our commission as believers to share the gospel with the world. 

The man begged to go with Him, but Jesus said no. How could Jesus deny someone’s 
desire to be with Him in the flesh? We don’t know all the details, but we do know Jesus 
is faithful and true, so we can trust His decision. At least one major consideration was 
His mission on earth: to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10). So while the man could 
not join Him on the road to the cross, Jesus sent the man home as an extension of His 
mission—“tell all that God has done for you”—and the man joyfully obeyed.

•  The man didn’t need more training or coaxing. He knew what he had experienced, and that he could 
share—“I was possessed by a legion of demons, and no one could help me. But Jesus came and broke their 
hold and influence over my life. Now I’m free to live for God and Jesus, His Son. Praise the Lord!”

•  Just as this man was commissioned to share his good news, so we are commissioned to share the gospel of 
Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:18-20). Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead to free us from our sin and 
its consequences. Our testimony may not sound as dramatic as the testimony of the man who had been 
demon-possessed, but it is. Before faith in Jesus, we were enslaved to sin, spiritually shackled with no way 
to break free, if we even wanted to. But by faith in Jesus, our chains have fallen away—we are free forever!

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

Why might we be reluctant to share our testimony of the gospel of 
Jesus in our lives? (we are struggling with sin in our lives; we don’t feel 
our testimony is worthwhile to share; sharing our testimony may make us 
look and sound crazy to others; we fear human beings rather than God)
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My Mission

EXPLAIN: Demon-possession may be a foreign concept to many of us, but it is a biblical reality at home and 
abroad. We may be blind to spiritual oppression, but it is all around us. Any idol of the heart finds its root in sin 
and the work of demons. Demonic forces may be subtle or overt, but from this true Gospel story, we can know 
that Jesus has the power to break the chains of sin, to bring dead hearts to life, to calm wild spirits, and to save 
sinners. Because of this good news purchased for us on the cross, we repent of our sin and believe in Jesus and 
follow Him, and we go wherever He sends us to proclaim all that God has done for us in Jesus.

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 98), and encourage group members 
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word. 

Because Jesus has set us free from sin and death, we recognize and embrace His 
authority over every area of our lives as we proclaim what Jesus has done for us. 

•  How will you obey Jesus in faith 
because of His authority over all 
things physical and spiritual? 

•  What are some ways your group 
can help one another experience 
community instead of isolation 
in order to combat sin?

•  With whom will you share 
your testimony of all that Jesus 
has done for you to save you 
from your sin?

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, we praise You and thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to save us from our 
spiritual wreck so we can enjoy His rule over creation with power and authority. By Your Holy Spirit, help us to 
share faithfully and boldly the gospel of Jesus so others can find freedom through faith in Him.

PACK ITEM 11: CAN’T KEEP IT: Cut out these cards and pass them out to group members to remind them 
of the great salvation we have in the gospel and the joyful opportunity we have to share it with others.

INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study 
devotions in their DDG (pp. 99-101), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small 
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 102) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded 
upon the foundation of God’s Word.

 Voices from 
Church History
“ The devil has no power 
over those who belong to 
the household of God, and 
cannot treat them as if they 
were his own.” 3 

–Tertullian (c. 160-225) 
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Daily Discipleship 
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage 
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in 
the DDG (pp. 99-101) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for 
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 102) will help group members and families 
fellowship with one another with purpose. 

Daily Study

Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 99-101) will help group members take initiative in 
their own discipleship. 

•  Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles 
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time 
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

•  Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 1 as a part of point 1 in the 
session: Because Jesus is sovereign over this world, over all things both physical 
and spiritual, we can know that nothing, including the sinful and scary work of 
demons, has the power to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG. 
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social 
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live 
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use: 

•  Day 2: “Our main goal in reading and studying the Bible is to go where the 
authors and the Author—God Himself—want us to go.” 

•  Day 5: “Jesus marched into this world under the sway of demonic forces and 
began dismantling their power because He is the superior force.” 

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to 
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link 
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging 
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another

This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 102) 
will help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session 
and to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family 
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.

•  Encourage group members to challenge one another to consider how Jesus’ 
authority over the spiritual realm should affect their everyday lives. 

•  See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith, 
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary

Point 1:   The demons recognize the Son of God’s 
authority (Luke 8:26-33).

“The boat put ashore in the region of the Gerasenes, which was predominantly Gentile 
territory. When Jesus and his disciples landed there, they were immediately confronted 
by a naked man who was possessed by demons (8:26-27). He was strong, for attempts 
to control him by chaining him had been thwarted when he broke the chains. He had 
fled human company and lived alone among the tombs (8:29b). With supernatural 
insight, the man identified Jesus as the Son of the Most High God (8:28). He gave his 
own name as Legion (8:30) because he felt that he was possessed by as many demons 
as there were soldiers in a Roman legion (which could vary between 4000 and 
6000 men).” 4  

“The region of Gadara that Matthew mentioned fits the geographical description of 
the event; and the lesser-known Gerasa (Kursi), which Mark and Luke mentioned, also 
fits the geographical description of the event. What about the seeming disagreement 
between Matthew and Mark/Luke? Well, the lesser-known Gerasa was actually in the 
region of Gadara! Matthew identified the location of the miracle as taking place in a 
region, while Mark and Luke, using the Greek spelling of the ancient city, identified 
the location of the miracle as taking place near a city that happened to be in the region 
Matthew mentioned. There is no contradiction.” 5 

Point 2:   The people fear the Son of God’s authority 
(Luke 8:34-37).

“It says, ‘The herdsmen saw [the pigs plunge to their deaths when the demons entered 
them] and fled’ [v. 34]. Neither professors of philosophy nor leaders of the synagogue 
can offer any cure when people perish. Christ alone takes away the sins of the people, 
provided they do not refuse to submit to healing. He does not want to cure the 
unwilling and soon abandons the weak for whom it seems that his presence is a burden, 
like the peoples of the Gerasenes. They went out from that country, which appears to 
be an image of the synagogue, and begged him to depart from them, because they were 
very afraid [see v. 37] … Why [in v. 39] does Christ not accept the healed man but 
advise him to return home? Perhaps this occurs to avoid a cause of boasting and give 
an example to unbelievers … Since [the man] received the healing of his mind, Christ 
commanded him to depart from the tombs and the graves and to return to that spiritual 
home. He who had in him the grave of the mind became a temple of God.” 6  
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“The incident caused quite a stir among those caring for the swine. This was something 
that did not happen to your average pig herder! They decide to depart, and in fleeing, 
they tell what happened. [apangellō, to announce] is used three times in the rest of the 
chapter (8:34,36,37), showing that Jesus’ ministry produced much talk. Needless to say, 
they would need to explain the absence of the herd, but the explanation would probably 
need corroboration. That corroboration comes when those in the city and country go 
to see what happened … Luke’s description is more complete than the other Gospels 
… Luke alone mentions that the man is sitting at Jesus’ feet, which fits his attention on 
Jesus the teacher. Again, the differences are not significant in altering the account.” 7  

Point 3:   The man obeys the Son of God’s authority 
(Luke 8:38-39).

“The man begged to go with him. The man wanted to join Jesus and his disciples, but 
Jesus commanded him to a life of discipleship in his own village. The request to join 
Jesus was not rejected but refocused in that he was to join in the proclamation of the 
good news to his own village … Return home. The man, who previously was unable 
to live at home but instead lived in the tombs, was directed to ‘return home.’ Jesus’ 
command to ‘return … tell … what God has done’ is paralleled by ‘went away … told 
how much Jesus had done.’ Did Luke mean here that the man told what God, i.e., Jesus, 
had done for him and that he was thus calling Jesus God? We find parallels in 9:43 
and Acts 20:28 that may support such an understanding, but there is a textual problem 
associated with the latter verse. More likely Luke here tied Jesus’ works and ministry 
so close to that of God the Father that what Jesus does and what God does are one … 
Even if Jesus is not directly referred to as God in this verse, he uniquely possesses rights 
and honor that in Luke belong only to God. Compare 5:24.” 8  

“The parallel statements Return … and declare how much God has done for you 
and went away, proclaiming … how much Jesus had done for him should be noted 
(cf. 9:42-43), indicating that Jesus has the same status as God. Following Jesus involves 
the responsibility to evangelize (‘he went … proclaiming’).” 9  
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Jesus was born to die—a jarring statement indeed, but one 
that is quite true. Christmas and Easter are fused together, 
linked hand-in-hand in such a way that each is dependent 
on the other for its meaning. The theology of such a 
statement is solid but incomplete, for Jesus was not born to 
die immediately but rather some thirty years later. Jesus’ 
life, then, was not utilitarian—existing just so it could be 
taken away and picked up again—it had greater meaning 
and purpose. What Jesus did during those thirty years 
of walking the earth mattered; He lived a life of perfect 
obedience to the Father. He satisfied the demands of 
righteousness that we could not so He might take away our 
sin when we trust in Him and so His righteousness might 
be credited to us, making us fully pleasing to the Father 
(2 Cor. 5:21).

In this volume we delve deeper into the marvelous truth of 
the incarnation to see still further glimpses of Christ’s glory 
on earth. His righteousness did not occur in a vacuum but 
rather among people, ordinary people like you and me. In 
each unit of  this volume, we will look at Jesus’ interactions 
with people as through a prism, making slight turns to see 
different yet equally brilliant perspectives of Jesus’ works. 
In Unit 22, we will see Jesus’ power to heal coupled with 
His deep compassion for people, even those who were 
marginalized in society. In Unit 23, we will see Jesus’ 
riveting teachings empowered by His divine authority. And 
finally, in Unit 24, we will see Jesus’ miraculous power over 
nature, revealing His identity as Creator God.

Each ray of light we will see points to the same truth: 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God given for our 
salvation. Jesus was indeed born to die, but He lived so that 
we too might live.

EDITOR

A Word from the Editor

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources




