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Unit 23, Session 5

Jesus Teaches About 
the Good Shepherd
Summary and Goal 
In this session, we will examine a couple of metaphors that Jesus used to describe 
Himself. Both metaphors—the gate and the good shepherd—speak to His role 
and character as the Savior sent by God for the salvation of human beings. Jesus is 
the only way to have a restored relationship with the Father, and our reconciliation 
required Jesus to lay His life down for us. Contrary to other teachers and leaders, 
Jesus will never leave or forsake His followers. He is the Good Shepherd who cares 
for His sheep and never stops loving them. 

Session Outline
1. Jesus is the gate that leads to abundant life (John 10:7-10). 
2. Jesus is the good shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep (John 10:11-13). 
3. Jesus is the good shepherd who knows His sheep (John 10:14-18). 
Background Passage: John 10:1-21

Session in a Sentence
Jesus declared that He is the good shepherd who knows and cares for His sheep and 
who lays down His life so they might live. 

Christ Connection
Jesus is the good shepherd, sent by the Father, to lay down His life for the sheep so 
that they might have life. Because of Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection from 
the grave, we have abundant life in Him and through Him. 

Missional Application
Because Jesus laid down His life for us so that we might be saved, we live sacrificially 
as we point others to the sacrifice Christ made for us. 
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GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group Time

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 84) to describe the “good cop, bad cop” dynamic. 

If you have ever watched a crime drama television show, no doubt you have witnessed 
the interrogation technique “good cop, bad cop.” Outside of the interrogation room, 
two officers debate who will play which role. The “bad cop” aims to be stern and harsh, 
even threatening, while the “good cop” tries to develop a rapport with the suspect, 
demonstrating a compassionate and level-headed demeanor in contrast to the “bad cop.”  

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

Which role would you prefer to play: “good cop” or “bad cop”? Why? (be 
prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start the conversation)

SAY: The “good cop, bad cop” scenario involves two officers playing different roles, but both officers want the 
same thing—a confession. Both are doing their job. Jesus used the metaphor of a “good shepherd” as a part of 
His teaching on one occasion, but aside from the vocation, the “good shepherd” has nothing in common with the 
“bad shepherd,” or the hired hand, as He would call him. 

SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will examine a couple of metaphors that Jesus used to describe Himself. 
Both metaphors—the gate and the good shepherd—speak to His role and character as the Savior sent by God 
for the salvation of human beings. Jesus is the only way to have a restored relationship with the Father, and our 
reconciliation required Jesus to lay His life down for us. Contrary to other teachers and leaders, Jesus will never 
leave or forsake His followers. He is the Good Shepherd who cares for His sheep and never stops loving them. 

For session-by-session training podcasts, please visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.  
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources. 
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Point 1:   Jesus is the gate that leads to abundant life 
(John 10:7-10).

SAY: Previously, the Pharisees had kicked a man out of the synagogue because he had the “gall” to say Jesus 
healed him of his blindness (John 9:28-34). So Jesus responded by describing the Pharisees as “thieves and 
robbers” who only had harm in mind for the flock of God. 

READ John 10:7-10 (DDG p. 85). 

7 Jesus said again, “Truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came 
before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep didn’t listen to them. 9 I am the gate. 
If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 
10 A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I have come so that they may have 
life and have it in abundance. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 85) to explain what it means for Jesus to be “the gate” in 
contrast to what the Pharisees of His day were teaching as the path to a true relationship with God. 

The Pharisees led people away from a true relationship with God by their additional 
rules and false, human-centered interpretations of the law. But Jesus offered Himself as 
the way into eternal life and community with the Father and His sheep—He is the gate. 
If you want to enter into the flock of God and into communion with the Father, you 
have to go in by way of Jesus, who said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). 

•  In an increasingly pluralistic society, to say there is only one way to God—only one way to be saved—
is an unpopular opinion. With so many ideas, religions, and philosophies out there, it has become 
unacceptable in our culture to claim only one path to God. 

•  Modern religions today say do certain things, obey these rules, and you are “in.” Irreligion says everyone is 
already “in” and truth is relative. But the gate is not a set of teachings to follow. The gate is a person. 

•  Jesus declared plainly that He is the only way to be saved from God’s coming judgment (John 10:9; 
see also Acts 4:12).

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How can we identify “thieves and robbers” that threaten the flock 
of God today? (they tear down the church by their words and actions, 
whether from inside the church or outside of it; they preach themselves 
instead of Jesus as the way to the Father; they teach what is contrary 
to Scripture; their actions demonstrate a lack of love for the children of 
God; their lives are characterized by pride instead of the humility that 
Jesus exemplified) 
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SAY: Jesus said He came to provide abundant life for His sheep. Depending on the person, abundant life might 
sound like having extra money sitting in your bank account or having a large family or just being happy while 
accomplishing something good in the world. These are desirable aspects of life, but Jesus meant so much more 
than earthly blessings and temporary emotions. 

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 85) to point out that Jesus, our good shepherd, does not 
only save us but also satisfies us by continually feeding us as His sheep. 

As the gate, Jesus grants us safety from all the enemies that would destroy us for 
eternity in hell: sin, shame, and death. We are saved when we enter God’s presence by 
Christ. But we aren’t just saved in the past or for the future. Imagine sheep sitting in the 
sheepfold celebrating their safety from danger, only to die from starvation while inside 
the fold. That would be a tragedy! Christ provides safety from the dangers outside of the 
fold, but He also provides sustenance for those inside the fold. We aren’t just saved; we 
are satisfied in Him. 

•  To “come in and go out and find pasture” means that we are always going through Jesus and we never 
move past Him. We have abundant life because we get Him! In Christ, we have the bread of life that 
satisfies our spiritual hunger and we receive the water of eternal life that quenches all spiritual thirst 
(John 6:35; 4:14). We often talk about our future inheritance as believers—resurrection and heaven—but 
we also get to enjoy the richness of life in relationship with God in Christ here and now. 

•  If we seem to “find” life anywhere else other than in Christ, then that thing will ultimately steal our joy 
and destroy our lives (John 10:10). The “thief” could come even in the form of good things—family, 
career, ministry—if they turn us away from Christ. Nothing can bear the burden of our desire for joy; 
only Jesus can. He doesn’t promise a pain-free life: people might betray you; miscarriages still happen; jobs 
might be lost. Yet these can’t steal the abundance of our life of faith because it is secure in the person and 
work of Christ. We aren’t promised an easy life, but we are promised a full life. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How would you describe the abundant life that comes through faith 
in Jesus? (be prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start 
the conversation)
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Point 2:   Jesus is the good shepherd who lays down His 
life for the sheep (John 10:11-13).

READ John 10:11-13 (DDG p. 86). 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12 The hired hand, since he is not the shepherd and doesn’t own the sheep, leaves them 
and runs away when he sees a wolf coming. The wolf then snatches and scatters them. 
13 This happens because he is a hired hand and doesn’t care about the sheep. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 86) to note why Jesus was willing to die for His sheep, 
namely, because they belong to Him. 

Here, Jesus is declaring how much He loves and cares for His sheep because they belong 
to Him. This says less about the sheep and more about the Shepherd and His character. 
The hired hand loves his life more than the sheep. Jesus loves His sheep more than His 
own life. Like the sheep in the metaphor, it’s not because we’re a glamorous bunch. We 
who belong to Jesus haven’t earned His love and protection. Jesus loves, protects, and 
cares for us because we’re His. 

•  In these verses, Jesus switched His metaphor from a gate to a shepherd who watches over his sheep, and 
He likened the religious leaders of the day to hired hands and Himself to the good shepherd. For the 
hired hand, watching sheep was just a job, a paycheck to earn. But what would happen when the hired 
hand saw a wolf creeping toward the sheep pen? He would run, choosing his own safety over the lives of 
the sheep.

•  The shepherd, on the other hand, has a vested interest in the sheep because they actually belong to him. In 
contrast to the hired hand, the good shepherd doesn’t run away from danger but willingly steps in front of 
danger to protect his sheep. 

Illustration: My wife and I recently bought a house after renting a place for a few years. When we were 
renting a house, we weren’t careless, but if anything happened to the walls or floor, we didn’t worry too much 
because it was someone else’s property. After we moved into the house we bought, however, that changed. 
We now cared about every scratch in the flooring and chip on the countertops and took great pains not to 
smudge the walls or add to the imperfections. Generally, we are more protective over the things that belong 
to us. Still, if some disaster comes bearing down on the house, we’re not sticking around! 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How should the fact that believers belong to the Shepherd affect 
the way we think, feel, and live? (when we feel isolated and alone, we 
can find comfort in the truth that we belong to Jesus and He loves us; 
we should never entertain thoughts that Jesus is against us or that He 
doesn’t care for us; we should live in such a way that we reflect our Savior 
and honor Him for His unending commitment to us) 
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 86) to highlight the difference between the hired hand 
and Jesus as the good shepherd who was willing to die for His sheep. 

In contrast to the hired hand, Jesus made this noble claim: He was willing to die for His 
sheep because they’re His and He loves them. We love statements that boldly declare 
the extent to which someone would go to protect a loved one. But of course, these were 
more than mere words with Jesus—He followed through on His claim for our salvation. 
A good shepherd doesn’t lay down his life simply as an example for his sheep. He 
sacrifices his life to ensure the safety of his sheep. Jesus—the Good Shepherd—didn’t 
just give us an example of what we ought to do; He actually saved us. 

PACK ITEM 10: THE GOOD SHEPHERD: Use the Gregory of Nazianzus quote on this poster and the 
following content to help your group members grasp the significance of Jesus’ sacrificial death for His sheep as 
the Good Shepherd and His subsequent resurrection.

•  To save us from the wolves of sin and death and false teachers, Jesus willingly laid down His life so that 
we might have life. His sacrificial death accomplished several things:  
–It demonstrated God’s love for us, His enemies (Rom. 5:6-8);  
–It was the atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:10);  
–It reconciled us to God (1 Pet. 3:18);  
–It means we no longer have to fear death (Heb. 2:14-15). 

•  Yet Jesus’ death accomplished all these things because He didn’t stay dead. He rose from the grave and 
now continues to shepherd His sheep. His death is effective and powerful to grant eternal life to all who 
believe in our risen Good Shepherd. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 86). 

Christ as Propitiation: Because of God’s righteousness and holiness, 

humanity’s sins must be atoned for in order for people to be reconciled 

to God. As the propitiation for sins, Christ’s death is the appeasement or 

satisfaction of God’s wrath against sin. Christ’s propitiation for our sins 

demonstrates both God’s great love toward sinners as well as the necessary 

payment that results from the penalty of sins. 

Essential Doctrine “Christ as Propitiation”: Because of God’s righteousness and holiness, humanity’s sins 
must be atoned for in order for people to be reconciled to God. As the propitiation for sins, Christ’s death 
is the appeasement or satisfaction of God’s wrath against sin. Christ’s propitiation for our sins demonstrates 
both God’s great love toward sinners (1 John 4:10) as well as the necessary payment that results from the 
penalty of sins (Rom. 3:26). 
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Point 3:   Jesus is the good shepherd who knows His 
sheep (John 10:14-18).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 10:14-18 (DDG p. 87). 

14 “I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and my own know me, 15 just as the 
Father knows me, and I know the Father. I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 But 
I have other sheep that are not from this sheep pen; I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. Then there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 This is why the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life so that I may take it up again. 18 No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have the right to lay it down, and 
I have the right to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 87) to establish that Jesus’ sheep hear His voice and know 
Him in a way that is analogous to how the Father and the Son know each other. 

Jesus said that He knew His sheep and His 
sheep knew Him. Surprisingly, Jesus likened 
His relationship with His sheep to the way 
He knows the Father and the Father knows 
Him. The Father and the Son, along with 
the Holy Spirit, know each other intimately 
because they are one (John 1:1). So close is 
this relationship that seeing the Son is seeing 
the Father (John 14:9-10). It is this deep, 
intimate knowing that Jesus related to the 
way He knows us and we know Him. 

•  Shepherds and sheep knew each other pretty well. The sheep knew the voice of their caretaker and 
knew to head toward that voice when the shepherd called. The shepherd was the source of food, water, 
and safety, so the sheep learned to follow his voice alone and not to follow strange voices. Likewise, the 
shepherd spent most of his day with the sheep, and he would learn each sheep by heart. The shepherd 
could walk into a crowd of mixed sheep and pick out his own. 

•  Jesus doesn’t just know things about us; He knows us at the deepest level, including our weaknesses and 
failures and sin patterns, and still He loved us enough to lay down His life. And we also have access to 
know Him, through the Word of God and through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Illustration: I recently helped a friend locate his dog, Hank, that had gotten lost wandering an unfamiliar 
creek. The sun had set and it was dark, so the two of us set out with flashlights on opposite sides of the creek 
and called out to Hank. Eventually we heard barking on my side of the creek. My buddy and I both called 
out to the dog by name, but even though I was much closer, Hank maneuvered his way through brambles, 
across the flowing water, and over rocks to my friend’s voice. He knew the voice of his master. Similarly, we 
as born-again members of Jesus’ flock know the voice of our Master distinctly from other voices. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ Now if we want to be 
faithful Christians, then 
we must act like dear 
sheep who recognize the 
shepherd’s voice and listen 
to it alone; they do not 
recognize other voices, nor 
do they listen to them.” 1 

–Martin Luther (1483-1546)
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 87) to explain what Jesus meant by the phrase “other 
sheep” and how it relates to God’s plan for the gospel to reach “all the peoples on earth.” 

Jesus’ statement that He had other sheep, alluding to Samaritans and Gentiles, who 
weren’t part of this sheep pen might have confused the Jews within earshot. Didn’t the 
Jewish people alone have Abraham as their father through Isaac and Jacob (John 8:39)? 
But “all the peoples on earth” had been part of God’s plan ever since He called 
Abraham, and before (Gen. 12:1-3). Jesus commissioned and empowered His disciples 
to ensure that the gospel of His death and resurrection would spread throughout the 
world (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8). 

•  How does Jesus call out to these other sheep so that they hear Him? He calls out through His followers 
when we declare the gospel (2 Cor. 5:17-19). We should have great confidence in our evangelism efforts 
because Jesus promised that He has other sheep from all over the world who will hear and respond to His 
voice (Rev. 5:9-10). The mission is secure.

•  By faith in Jesus, we all become part of one flock with our one Good Shepherd. Therefore, our churches 
should reflect the diverse flock of God, which in turn reflects the great and glorious wisdom of God 
(Eph. 3:10-11). True ethnic unity ought to define the church and be displayed in the church because we’re 
all diverse sheep with the same Shepherd. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 87). 

People of God: Comprised of both Jew and Gentile, the church is created by 

God through the atoning death of Christ. As the people of God, the church seeks 

to live under God’s ruling care while we are protected and cared for by Him. 

Essential Doctrine “People of God”: Scripture describes the church as “the people of God” (2 Cor. 6:16). 
Comprised of both Jew and Gentile, the church is created by God through the atoning death of Christ. The term 
“church” is used in two senses—of individual local churches composed of people who have covenanted together 
under the lordship of Christ and of the universal church composed of all believers in Christ in all times. As the 
people of God, the church seeks to live under God’s ruling care while we are protected and cared for by Him. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How does a diverse church display the glorious wisdom of God? (when 
worldly barriers are broken down in the church through faith in Jesus, 
God receives glory as people marvel at the sight of unified believers; the 
unity of people of faith across racial and socio-economic lines testifies 
to the truth and power of the gospel to bring people together and into 
a right relationship with God; a diverse church displays the truth of 
Jesus’ prophetic words that He would build His church and bring people 
together who would not ordinarily come together in fellowship) 
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My Mission

EXPLAIN: We have all gone astray from God’s plan for us, and in this, we are just like sheep (Isa. 53:6). We 
have looked at the path of righteousness and turned our backs on it to go our own way, like sheep without a 
shepherd. For this, we all deserve God’s judgment. But God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 
Son for our redemption (John 3:16). As wayward, sinful sheep, we need the Good Shepherd who opens the 
doorway for us to come home, who leads us on right paths, and who laid down His life so we could be saved. 
He saves all those who believe in Him, and now we have the joy of helping other wayward sheep come home by 
proclaiming the gospel of our Good Shepherd. 

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 88), and encourage group members 
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word. 

Because Jesus laid down His life for us so 
that we might be saved, we live sacrificially 
as we point others to the sacrifice Christ 
made for us.

•  What step of faith do you hear 
Jesus calling you to take? 

•  What are some ways your group 
can encourage your group 
leader(s) and pastor(s) in their 
shepherding role as they reflect 
the Good Shepherd? 

•  Who are some wayward sheep 
in your sphere of influence 
who need to hear the good news about the Good Shepherd? 
Pray for opportunities to share the gospel with them.

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Jesus, You are our good shepherd, and because of this, we have what we need. Thank 
You for laying down Your life so that we might be reconciled to the Father. Guide us with Your Holy Spirit 
to point others to You and what You did through the cross and resurrection to give abundant life to Your 
sheep. Amen. 

INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study 
devotions in their DDG (pp. 89-91), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small 
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 92) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded 
upon the foundation of God’s Word.

 Voices from 
Church History
“ We are half-hearted 
creatures, fooling about 
with drink and sex and 
ambition when infinite joy is 
offered us, like an ignorant 
child who wants to go on 
making mud pies in a slum 
because he cannot imagine 
what is meant by the offer 
of a holiday at the sea. We 
are far too easily pleased.” 2 

–C. S. Lewis (1898-1963)
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Daily Discipleship 
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage 
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in the 
DDG (pp. 89-91) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for themselves. 
Encourage One Another (p. 92) will help group members and families fellowship with one 
another with purpose. 

Daily Study

Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 89-91) will help group members take initiative in 
their own discipleship. 

•  Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles 
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time 
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

•  Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 2 as a part of point 1 in the 
session: Jesus said He alone is the gate, or door, to salvation and eternal life with 
God. Without this gate, there is no hope of being rescued from our sin and its 
consequence, no way of entering into God’s holy presence.

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG. 
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social 
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live 
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use: 

•  Day 1: “Does the voice of Jesus through Scripture stir you to belief and 
repentance? If so, take heart because it means you belong to Him.” 

•  Day 5: “Jesus demands a response from you, and failing to respond is in itself a 
response to discount Jesus.”

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to 
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link 
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging 
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another

This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 92) will 
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and 
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family 
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.

•  Encourage group members to share some of the ways that other Christians have 
sacrificed for the sake of pointing them to Jesus. 

•  See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith, 
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary

Point 1:   Jesus is the gate that leads to abundant life 
(John 10:7-10).

“Slightly changing the figure of speech, Jesus declared, ‘I am the gate for the sheep’ (10:7). 
This image may be that of a village family courtyard with walls and a door. The point 
is clear: Jesus is the door of salvation, God’s entry point into the divine sheepfold. 
The shepherd leads his sheep to pasture and brings them back safely (10:9; see also 
Num. 27:16-17). By contrast, the shepherds of Israel in Jesus’ day, like some in the 
past, were thieves and robbers, for they exploited those they ruled (10:8,10; Isa. 1:23; 
Jer. 2:26; Ezek. 34:2-10). Such leaders steal and kill and destroy. But Jesus came so that 
God’s sheep will be secure and have eternal life, God’s abundant life of the age to come 
(10:10). The Greek word used to refer to this life is zoe (1:4; 3:16; 10:10). It is very 
different from the physical life (psuche) Jesus would lay down on the cross (10:11,15).” 3  

“Threefold repetition of parallel expressions such as ‘steal and kill and destroy’ (whether 
positive or negative) is a characteristic device denoting emphasis in biblical literature. 
Here, three negative verbs are stacked to underscore the devastating effect of these 
usurpers on God’s people. Such triads are attributed to Jesus (Matt. 7:7; John 14:6) 
and are used by Paul (1 Thess. 1:3; 5:23). The word for ‘kill’ (thyō [only here in John]) 
is not the common term and may connote the abuse of the sacrificial system by the 
priestly authorities. Jesus came for his ‘sheep’ to have life, and to have it abundantly. 
‘Have life’ means ‘to have eternal life,’ that is, ‘to be saved’ (see 10:9). Importantly, 
however, this does not merely entail participation in the age to come (as was the general 
view among Jews); according to John, Jesus gives a full life already in the here and 
now (which does not imply the absence of persecution [cf. 15:18-25]). In the OT, it is 
especially the prophet Ezekiel who envisions pasture and abundant life for God’s people 
(cf. 34:12-15,25-31). As the good shepherd, Jesus gives his sheep not merely enough but 
more than plenty.” 4  

Point 2:   Jesus is the good shepherd who lays down His 
life for the sheep (John 10:11-13).

“A hired hand may have slightly more concern for the sheep than a thief does, but his 
concern comes nowhere near that of a shepherd. Sheep in Palestine were vulnerable to 
attack by hyenas, jackals, wolves and bears. Of these, the wolf was the most dangerous. 
Thus when a hired hand sees a wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away to 
preserve his own skin (10:12). The sheep are not his, and no matter how much he 
knows about them, he will not have the same commitment to them that the shepherd 
(owner) has. He will not suffer personal loss if some sheep are killed. By contrast, Jesus 
is ‘the good shepherd.’ He is not just one good shepherd among a host of others, he is 
the good shepherd.” 5  
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“Within the metaphorical world, that the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep 
means no more than that he is prepared to do so. He is willing to risk his life for the 
sheep, perhaps by beating back a marauding bear (cf. 1 Sam. 17:34-36). But the death 
of shepherds for such reasons must have been fairly rare, and even then it would never 
be the intention of the shepherd to die. That would leave his flock entirely exposed. But 
by the strong language Jesus uses, he points beyond the metaphorical world to himself. 
He does not merely risk his life, he lays it down, in line with the Father’s will (vv. 17,18). 
Far from being accidental, Jesus’ death is precisely what qualifies him to be the good 
shepherd—a point presupposed in Hebrews 13:20, which acknowledges Jesus to be ‘that 
great Shepherd of the sheep.’ And by his death, far from exposing his flock to further 
ravages, he draws them to himself (12:32).” 6  

Point 3:   Jesus is the good shepherd who knows His 
sheep (John 10:14-18).

“The metaphor is rich in Old Testament imagery (Pss. 23:1; 79:13; 80:1; Ezek. 34:15). 
Jesus’ proclamation of Himself as ‘the good shepherd’ is the fulfillment of Ezekiel 34. 
Like the false shepherds described by the prophet, the religious leaders failed to lead the 
people faithfully. The other sheep that are not of this fold is a reference to the Gentiles 
who were not of the ‘fold’ of Judaism (John 10:16). Gentiles as well as Jews would share 
in the salvation He brought and would be under one Shepherd. A hired man, who was 
more concerned about his own well-being, would flee when confronted by a predator 
(vv. 12-13). Jesus used this analogy to show the difference between Him as the shepherd 
and the religious leaders, who indeed might do some good things for the sheep but 
would never sacrifice themselves for the sheep.” 7  

“The death of Jesus, though voluntary, was not merely assent to being killed, a sort 
of indirect suicide; it was part of a plan to submit to death and then emerge from it 
victoriously alive. Anyone can lay down his life, if that means simply the termination 
of physical existence; but only the Son of the Father could at will resume his existence. 
He was acting in accord with a divine plan that involved a supreme sacrifice and a 
manifestation of divine power. The entire plan was motivated by his love for the Father 
and his readiness to carry out his Father’s purpose.” 8  
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Jesus was born to die—a jarring statement indeed, but one 
that is quite true. Christmas and Easter are fused together, 
linked hand-in-hand in such a way that each is dependent 
on the other for its meaning. The theology of such a 
statement is solid but incomplete, for Jesus was not born to 
die immediately but rather some thirty years later. Jesus’ 
life, then, was not utilitarian—existing just so it could be 
taken away and picked up again—it had greater meaning 
and purpose. What Jesus did during those thirty years 
of walking the earth mattered; He lived a life of perfect 
obedience to the Father. He satisfied the demands of 
righteousness that we could not so He might take away our 
sin when we trust in Him and so His righteousness might 
be credited to us, making us fully pleasing to the Father 
(2 Cor. 5:21).

In this volume we delve deeper into the marvelous truth of 
the incarnation to see still further glimpses of Christ’s glory 
on earth. His righteousness did not occur in a vacuum but 
rather among people, ordinary people like you and me. In 
each unit of  this volume, we will look at Jesus’ interactions 
with people as through a prism, making slight turns to see 
different yet equally brilliant perspectives of Jesus’ works. 
In Unit 22, we will see Jesus’ power to heal coupled with 
His deep compassion for people, even those who were 
marginalized in society. In Unit 23, we will see Jesus’ 
riveting teachings empowered by His divine authority. And 
finally, in Unit 24, we will see Jesus’ miraculous power over 
nature, revealing His identity as Creator God.

Each ray of light we will see points to the same truth: 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God given for our 
salvation. Jesus was indeed born to die, but He lived so that 
we too might live.

EDITOR

A Word from the Editor
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