Unit 22, Session 4

4

Jesus Heals
a Man Born Blind

Summary and Goal
In this session, we will follow the story of Jesus healing a man who was born blind.
This miracle would reveal Jesus’ identity to those able and willing to see it: He is the
light of the world to push back the darkness of sin, and He is the Son of God who
came to do the works of His Father. But those who choose to remain in their pride
cannot see Jesus for who He is, so they remain in their spiritual blindness and in
need of hearing the gospel.

Session Outline
1. Jesus came to be light in the darkness (John 9:1-7).
2. Jesus came to do the works of God (John 9:29-33).
3. Jesus came to confront spiritual blindness (John 9:35-41).
Background Passage: John 9

Session in a Sentence
In the healing of the man who was born blind, Jesus revealed that He is the light
who has come into the world to remove darkness.

Christ Connection
In the healing of the man who was born blind, Jesus revealed that He is the light
who has come into the world. When we trust in Jesus, our sin and spiritual blindness
are removed and we are able to see the light of the world in all His glory and beauty.
Missional Application
Because Jesus has given us sight, we live fully in the light revealed to us as we
seek to make Jesus known to others so that their spiritual blindness might be
removed as well.
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Group Time

GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Introduction
EXPLAIN: Share the information from page 38 in the Daily Discipleship Guide (DDG) about color blindness
and the technology developed to help color-blind people see a fuller range of the color spectrum. (Optional: You
might choose to show a video of a person or people trying on these special sunglasses for the first time.)

Color blindness is a condition that limits the range of color that some people see. Reds
and greens may be indistinguishable, for example, or purples may appear only as blues.
Some color-blind people may not be able to see up to ninety percent of the various
shades of color, resulting in a perspective dominated by browns and blacks. 1
Recently, technology has been developed to help most color-blind people see a fuller
range of the color spectrum. This tech has come in the form of special sunglasses, and
people have been sharing their videos of trying these glasses on for the first time. The
depth of color these people can now see is matched, it seems, by the depth of emotion
that soon colors their faces.
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. (Optional: If you have someone in your group who is
color blind, consider asking them beforehand to share a little bit about their perspective.)
Are you or someone you know color blind? How have they spoken of
their experience? If you aren’t color blind, what would you miss the most
if you were? (be prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start
the conversation)

SAY: Watching people see a wider array of colors for the first time is moving, in part, because they didn’t even
know what they were missing. But on an even greater scale, this world is full of people living in darkness—the
spiritual darkness of sin—and they don’t even know it. What’s more, they don’t know there is a cure for their
spiritual blindness.
SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will follow the story of Jesus healing a man who was born blind. This
miracle would reveal Jesus’ identity to those able and willing to see it: He is the light of the world to push back
the darkness of sin, and He is the Son of God who came to do the works of His Father. But those who choose to
remain in their pride cannot see Jesus for who He is, so they remain in their spiritual blindness and in need of
hearing the gospel.

For session-by-session training podcasts, please visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources.
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Point 1: Jesus came to be light in the darkness
(John 9:1-7).
READ John 9:1-7 (DDG p. 39).

As he was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him:
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? ”
3
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” Jesus answered. “This came about
so that God’s works might be displayed in him. 4 We must do the works of him who
sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in
the world, I am the light of the world.”
6
After he said these things he spit on the ground, made some mud from the saliva,
and spread the mud on his eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which means “Sent”). So he left, washed, and came back seeing.
1

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 39) to explain that while all brokenness and suffering is a
result of sin, this does not mean that a person’s specific sin is the cause of a every specific instance of suffering.

In Jesus’ day, and somewhat in ours, the thought prevailed that all suffering was the
punishment of someone’s sin. So the disciples wanted to know who messed up: Had the
man sinned in the womb or did his parents sin so that he was born blind? In a general
sense, the disciples were not wrong for thinking this way. All brokenness and suffering
in the world is certainly a result of sin, and sin always has consequences, but people
had extended this principle too far. A specific sin hadn’t caused this blindness, but its
purpose was about to come to fruition.
• The prevailing thought of the disciples goes this way: If you obey God, you earn blessing, and if
something bad happens to you, then you must have done something bad to earn it.
–If you get a raise, you must have read your Bible faithfully.
–If your child gets sick, he or she, or you or your spouse, must have done something terrible.
–If a natural disaster hits your city, someone (or a group of people) must have been sinning their socks off.
In this, Jesus’ disciples sounded a bit like Job’s friends when they assumed that calamity befell Job
because of his sin, but that was Satan’s doing with the permission of God (see Job 1–2; 4:7-8). The world
is not a mathematical function where if you put in a certain value, you always get a corresponding value.
Sometimes good actions lead to bad outcomes, and vice versa. A friendly wave may receive a scowl. A
drunk driver may get away with an accident.
• A
 ll brokenness and suffering is a result of the fall in Genesis 3. Adam and Eve’s sin brought curses and
death into the world, so all suffering is a result of sin in general. Certainly, there are some illnesses and
suffering directly attributed to specific sins and personal choices. In Numbers 12, for example, Miriam
sinned against Moses, so God struck her with leprosy. Likewise, sex outside marriage may lead to sexually
transmitted diseases. Jesus seems to have attributed the man at Bethesda’s condition to his sin (John 5:14).
But as Jesus pointed out in this passage, not all suffering is attributable to someone’s specific sin.
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INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
Why are we prone to connect all suffering to a person’s sins? (we want
the world to make sense to us, so attributing suffering to someone’s
sins helps us fulfill that desire; we want a reason to make sure we don’t
have to endure a certain form of suffering; in pride, we might look down
on others; we may want to let God off the hook for what seems to be
undeserved suffering)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 39) to elaborate on Jesus’ answer about the cause/purpose
of the man’s blindness: This man was blind so Jesus could reveal Himself as the light of the world.

The disciples asked about the specific cause
of the man’s blindness, but Jesus answered
in terms of its purpose—this man was blind
so Jesus could reveal Himself as the light
of the world and do the works of God in
healing this man of his lifelong blindness.
Jesus broke through the man’s physical
blindness; similarly, Jesus’ light breaks
through our spiritual blindness so that we
may see Him in faith, be saved from our sin,
and join Him in the work He is doing.

Voices from
the Church
“Suffering is not necessarily
the result of sin. Jesus
taught that suffering is
sometimes necessary so
that the power of God can
be seen through us.” 2
–Africa Study Bible

PACK ITEM 6: THE GREAT “I AM”: Hand out copies of this chart detailing Jesus’ seven “I AM”
statements recorded in the Gospel of John to assist you as you make the point that Jesus is the light of the world.
• Jesus repeated a statement He made in the previous chapter: He is the light of the world (John 8:12). This
statement can feel quaint or sentimental to us, but it would have been vivid for the disciples listening.
With the flip of a switch, we have light anywhere we are; even our smart phones can function as
flashlights. But during this time, there was no modern lighting, so once the sun set, you were in the dark.
All work had to be done while there was still light outside. Jesus was saying that He is the source of light
that pushes back the darkness and lets us see so that we too can do the works of God.

• The same God who spoke forth light to begin the creation process in Genesis 1 has shone forth the light
of Jesus to make new creations (2 Cor. 4:6; 5:17). He has done this so that we might become the light of
the world, reflecting the light of Jesus (Matt. 5:14-16). Jesus tells us exactly what it means to shine light—
to do good deeds in His name. When we do good works that reflect who Jesus is, God gets glory!
SAY: This means that the way we parent our children, our speech and conduct at work, and the way we care for
and elevate the powerless ought to be done in such a way that the world sees it and is pointed to Christ. Our light
shines when we live as redeemed sons and daughters of God.
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Point 2: J esus came to do the works of God
(John 9:29-33).
SAY: The formerly blind man’s neighbors were astounded that he now could see, so they took him to the
Pharisees, who questioned him about his healing. When he attributed his healing—once again on the Sabbath—
to Jesus, they interrogated the man’s parents to verify if he really was blind before (John 9:8-28). They didn’t want
to believe that this man had been healed because they refused to acknowledge Jesus’ significance and power.
READ John 9:29-33 (DDG p. 40).

We know that God has spoken to Moses. But this man—we don’t know where
he’s from.”
30
“This is an amazing thing! ” the man told them. “You don’t know where he is
from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but
if anyone is God-fearing and does his will, he listens to him. 32 Throughout history no
one has ever heard of someone opening the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man
were not from God, he wouldn’t be able to do anything.”
29

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 40) to emphasize the unprecedented nature of Jesus’
restoring sight to a person born blind, noting the bullet points that speak to the act’s significance.

According to the man who was formerly blind, no one had ever heard of anyone
restoring sight to someone born blind. In fact, there is no story in the Old Testament of
the blind receiving sight (aside from Elisha’s enemies in 2 Kings 6:13-20, but that was a
special case). This healing is unique because Jesus is unique. He does what no other man
could do, and He does what only God can do:
•

 roughout the Bible, the act of giving sight to the blind is something
Th
only God is capable of (see Ex. 4:11; Ps. 146:8).

•

 iving sight to the blind was also a sign of the age to come when God
G
would restore all things (see Isa. 29:18-19; 42:5-8; see also Luke 4:18-21).

 istory is full of remarkable men and women who did fantastic feats and greatly impacted the world. But
• H
Jesus is unique because He isn’t just any man. He is the Son of Man, the Savior who has come into the
world, fully God and fully man.

Commentary: In 2 Kings 6:13-20, Elisha’s enemies were struck blind by God at Elijah’s request so they
would not capture him. Then after Elisha led them into his king’s presence, he prayed again that the Lord
would open their eyes, and He did. So this case of blindness was not a case of disease or disability. But it
should still be emphasized that Elisha did not do the blinding or the giving of sight; Elisha prayed, and God
did the miracles.
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INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
What are some ways Jesus supersedes the greatness of people
throughout history? (Jesus created and sustains all things whereas
notable scientists and physicists labor to discover details about His
creation; doctors and biologists have learned much about the human
body to aid in its healing, longevity, and rejuvenation, but Jesus could
heal impossible situations with words and spit, if He so desired; the
great humanitarians have given humanity frameworks to live by that
seem to benefit most people in a society, but Jesus gave His life for the
reconciliation of all people to the Father and to one another in love)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 40) to establish that Jesus’ work of healing the man born
blind shows us not only that He is from God but also what God cares about.

The Pharisees said they didn’t know where Jesus was from (they knew He was from
Galilee; see John 7:52). They wanted to belittle Him, as if He weren’t important enough
to know things about. But the healed man claimed they should be able to tell that Jesus
is from God because of what He had done. It wasn’t the mud or the pool of Siloam that
opened his eyes—it was Jesus, and if Jesus did that, it was because God did it through
Him. He reasoned that healing comes from God, so Jesus must be from God. How ironic
that this unlearned man who had been blind had to teach the Pharisees on good theology!
• J esus does the works of God because Jesus is from God (John 5:36), and if this is true, then Jesus’
works show us what God cares about. What did Jesus do? Just in this narrative, He corrected a
misunderstanding, taught the truth, healed the blind, befriended the marginalized, and confronted the
proud. All these things show God’s love for us, but they also reveal His plan to push back the darkness
and undo the brokenness in the world and restore creation.
• Th
 e greatest of Jesus’ works was in His death and resurrection, by which He secured forgiveness of sins
and a restored relationship with God for those who believe in Him. He lived a sinless life, bore the
punishment for our sin in His death, and conquered the grave in His resurrection. He did what no one
else could ever do—save us and restore us to the Father. The promise of salvation and restoration is
available to anyone who will believe and trust in Him.
• This work of the gospel also grants the believer a mission and a purpose. Because of what Christ has done
to reconcile us to the Father, we are now called as His agents of reconciliation to do His work on the
earth, looking forward to the day when He makes all things new (2 Cor. 5:16-21).
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
What are some attitudes and works that reveal our relationship with
the Father through faith in Jesus? (humility; a quickness to forgive and
apologize for wronging others; sacrifice for the benefit of others; speaking
the truth in love; caring for the marginalized and persecuted)
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Point 3: J esus came to confront spiritual blindness
(John 9:35-41).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 9:35-41 (DDG p. 41).

Jesus heard that they had thrown the man out, and when he found him, he asked,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man? ” 36 “Who is he, Sir, that I may believe in him? ”
he asked. 37 Jesus answered, “You have seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with
you.” 38 “I believe, Lord! ” he said, and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into
this world for judgment, in order that those who do not see will see and those who do
see will become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard these things
and asked him, “We aren’t blind too, are we? ” 41 “If you were blind,” Jesus told them,
“you wouldn’t have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.
35

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 41) to highlight how the man Jesus healed came to express
faith in Him as the Messiah, even demonstrating his willingness to worship Jesus.

The Pharisees responded to the man’s testimony by throwing him out of the synagogue
(John 9:34), so Jesus sought him out. Now that he was cut off from all spiritual
connection to his family and people, what would he do? Would he blame the Man who
had healed him? No. In fact, upon learning that the Man was the Son of Man, the
promised Messiah, he responded with faith and worship. This was the work of God in
his heart.
• Th
 is man went from describing Jesus as a mere man (v. 11) to calling Him a prophet (v. 17) to saying that
Jesus must be from God (v. 33). But his confession here was altogether different—he called Jesus “Lord”
and worshiped Him as Lord (v. 38). “Lord” in that day was a polite way of addressing a man, similar to
“sir” or “mister,” which is how the man used the word in verse 36. But “Lord” also was used to refer to the
God of the Scriptures—Yahweh—and in verse 38, the man referred to Jesus as divine, as shown by his
willingness to worship this Son of Man in the flesh. He didn’t come to this belief on his own but by the
work of God in his heart through the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:3; see also Matt. 16:16-17).
• Th
 e man who could not see anything earlier in the day now saw Jesus and saw Him for who He is. He
didn’t just receive physical sight; this man received spiritual sight. Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
he confessed with his mouth that Jesus is Lord and worshiped Him. This is precisely what happens to
every Christian at the moment of conversion.
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INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
What are some ways we can worship our Lord and Savior for the healing
from sin that He gives to us? (we can respond to insults the way Christ
responded to those insulting Him on the way to the cross; we can raise
our children in a way that reflects the loving patience that God has for us,
His children; we can work in a manner that shows that we ultimately work
for the Lord; we can meet regularly with other believers and sing of our
great Redeemer)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 41) to point out the irony displayed in the passage:
Unlike the man who had been healed of his physical blindness, the Pharisees were spiritually blind.

Unlike the man who had been healed of his physical blindness, the Pharisees were
spiritually blind. They made confident yet woefully wrong assertions that Jesus was not
the Messiah. They rejected the true light of the world and thereby confirmed that they
were in spiritual darkness. Jesus told us why—they thought they were without sin; they
thought they could see—so they remained enslaved to sin.
• I magine this miracle story if Jesus had come to the blind man stumbling along, bumping into every wall,
and tripping over every rock and asked if he wanted to see, but the blind man retorted: “What do you
mean? I can see!” This was the condition of the Pharisees, who were blind to their own blindness. Since
they thought they could see spiritually, they refused to come to Jesus and believe, and so, they continued
to be enslaved to sin. Their prideful sin prevented them from seeing Jesus as the light of the world.
• Sometimes we can act just like the Pharisees, but we can avoid making the same mistakes as these leaders
by embracing a humble, teachable posture. How do you respond when someone points out sin in your
life? Thankful or defensive? Unless we acknowledge our need, we will be blind to God’s provision.
FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 41).
Enslaved to Sin: Human beings are enslaved to sin, continually living with the
propensity to transgress God’s commandments whenever possible. It isn’t
until one experiences salvation through the work of Christ that he or she is
able to overcome sin’s enslavement through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Essential Doctrine “Enslaved to Sin”: Because of the fall of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, all of
humanity has inherited a sin nature that inclines them toward sin and rebellion. Human beings are enslaved
to sin (Rom. 6:17), continually living with the propensity to transgress God’s commandments whenever
possible. It isn’t until one experiences salvation through the work of Christ that he or she is able to overcome
sin’s enslavement through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2).
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: The vast majority of people on this planet can see, and we often take that for granted. We go
through life rarely, if ever, questioning what it would be like to live blind. We are used to seeing ourselves in the
mirror, being able to drive ourselves places, and appreciating the beauty of a sunrise or sunset. Likewise, believers
may take for granted the gift of spiritual sight made possible by Jesus’ death and resurrection for us. We have seen
the glory and beauty of Jesus by faith and lived in His light, but the world still lives in spiritual darkness. We have
been blessed by hearing the gospel to see Jesus; will we share that same gospel with others so they too can believe
and see for the first time?
READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 42), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word.

Because Jesus has given us sight, we live fully in the light revealed to us as we seek to
make Jesus known to others so that their spiritual blindness might be removed as well.
•

W hat work of faith will you do
because Jesus is the Son of Man
who heals spiritual blindness and
takes away our sin?

•

W hat are some opportunities in
your community for your group
to meet people who are on the
margins and in need of the hope
of the gospel?

•

How will you live in the light of
Jesus so others become aware of
their spiritual darkness and need
for Jesus?

Voices from
Church History
“See how he became a
herald of grace. See how he
preaches the gospel. See
how, once he is endowed
with sight, he becomes a
witness. That blind man
testified, and the ungodly
were troubled in their
hearts because they did
not have in their own hearts
what they saw in him.” 3
–Augustine (354-430)

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, because of our sin, we are spiritually blind, and it’s only because of Your amazing
grace that we can now see. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, as the light of the world who removes
the darkness. By the power of the Holy Spirit, lead us in making Jesus known to others so that their spiritual
blindness might be removed as well. Amen.
INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions in their DDG (pp. 43-45), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 46) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God’s Word.
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Daily Discipleship
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in
the DDG (pp. 43-45) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 46) will help group members and families
fellowship with one another with purpose.

Daily Study
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 43-45) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
• Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
• Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 1 as a part of point 1 in the
session: Christians aren’t promised freedom from suffering in the world, nor are
we often given a reason for our suffering. But we do have the hope and assurance
that for the believer, our suffering has purpose in the hands of a sovereign God.
Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
• Day 3: “We ultimately don’t need all the answers. What we need is a testimony
about how Jesus has changed our lives.”
• D
 ay 5: “We mustn’t neglect physical needs, but as we work to alleviate suffering
and meet the needs of those around us, we ought always to point people to Jesus.”
Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 46) will
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.
• Encourage group members to discuss ways in which they might sometimes, like
the Pharisees, presume themselves to be spiritually superior to other people.
• S ee yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Point 1: Jesus came to be light in the darkness
(John 9:1-7).
“Before Jesus healed the blind man, he challenged the prevailing notion that there is a
one-to-one correlation between our physical maladies and our character. We live in a
fallen world where even good people experience terrible loss and pain. But though the
gospel of grace doesn’t immediately negate the reality of painful consequences resulting
from poor choices or a corrupted creation (Gal. 6:8; Rom. 8:22-23), it does place us in
a larger story. We are not blind to our world’s present brokenness, nor are we fatalists
about our future. Rather, we are followers of Jesus, graciously incorporated into his
redeeming purposes for our world.” 4
“The disciples’ question reflected the assumption, customary in ancient Judaism,
that suffering could be traced to specific sins (cp. Job 4:7). The underlying concern
of this assumption is to clear God of wrongdoing against innocent people (Ex. 20:5;
Num. 14:18; Deut. 5:9). Yet the NT makes clear that suffering is not always a direct
result of a person’s sin (Luke 13:2-3; 2 Cor. 12:7; Gal. 4:13). We should not speculate
about the cause of a person’s suffering but realize that even evil can contribute to the
greater glory of God (esp. the crucifixion; cp. John 12:28,37-41; 17:1,5).” 5

Point 2: J esus came to do the works of God
(John 9:29-33).
“When it was convenient, these authorities claimed that they knew Jesus’ place of origin
was Galilee (7:27,52). Now, as an expression of their contempt for him, they say that
no one knows where he comes from (9:29). They may even be implying that he was an
illegitimate child. Jesus had repeatedly announced that he came from the Father (5:37;
6:32,33; see also 1:1-2,14,18), but they refused to accept this revelation. The healed man
was neither impressed by their reasoning nor intimidated by their hatred. He turned
around and offered a powerful defense of Jesus. He mocked them about their ignorance
concerning the origins of the man who could perform such a miracle (9:30,32). It
was abundantly clear to him that anyone who could do such a thing must be a godly
person who does the will of God (9:31). Hence, if Jesus were not from God, he could do
nothing (9:33).” 6
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“[The Pharisees’] question implies that a sinner could never do these signs because God
would not listen to him. The blind man is saying, ‘You’re right. Only someone who is
from God can do these things. That means Jesus must be from God.’ What a clear,
logical deduction! In spite of the overwhelming evidence, the religious leaders continue
to find reasons to ignore what’s so clear. So a blind beggar shames the spiritually elite by
seeing what they could not. The Pharisees respond by excommunicating him from the
synagogue. He’s cut off religiously and socially for stating the obvious: Jesus must have
come from God. God never promises following his Son will make life easier.” 7

Point 3: J esus came to confront spiritual blindness
(John 9:35-41).
“In 9:36, he had addressed Jesus as ‘Lord,’ using the title as a term of respect, which
is why the NIV translates it as ‘sir.’ Now he again uses the same Greek word, but this
time with a sense of worship. Jesus is not just someone to be respected but someone to
be worshipped (9:38b). The man had been thrown out of the synagogue, the place of
worship, but now he is face to face with the object of worship himself. Some Pharisees
were watching what happened (9:40a). They may not have been from the group that
interrogated the man, but may have been others who were curious about Jesus. Jesus
said in their hearing and for their benefit, For judgment I have come into this world, so
that the blind will see and those who see will become blind (9:39). In saying this, Jesus was
relating the physical healing to the spiritual realm. The man who had been physically
blind had become a believer, for his spiritual eyes had also been opened. On the other
hand, the Pharisees could see physically but were spiritually blind. They could not
recognize that Jesus the man was also the unique Savior, Jesus Christ.” 8
“[These Pharisees] were obviously like the one who had gone up to the temple and was
telling God [in Luke 18:11], ‘I thank you, because I am not like other people, unjust,
adulterers, rapacious,’ as though to say, ‘I thank you that I am not blind but can see,
unlike other people of the same sort as this tax collector.’ What did [these men] say? ‘We
are not blind too, are we?’ And the Lord answered them, ‘If you were blind, you would
not have any sin. Now however, because you say ‘We can see,’ your sins remain.’ He did
not say ‘your sin occurs’ but remains. You see, it was already there; because when you do
not confess it, it is not taken away but ‘remains.’ ” 9
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Jesus was born to die—a jarring statement indeed, but one
that is quite true. Christmas and Easter are fused together,
linked hand-in-hand in such a way that each is dependent
on the other for its meaning. The theology of such a
statement is solid but incomplete, for Jesus was not born to
die immediately but rather some thirty years later. Jesus’
life, then, was not utilitarian—existing just so it could be
taken away and picked up again—it had greater meaning
and purpose. What Jesus did during those thirty years
of walking the earth mattered; He lived a life of perfect
obedience to the Father. He satisfied the demands of
righteousness that we could not so He might take away our
sin when we trust in Him and so His righteousness might
be credited to us, making us fully pleasing to the Father
(2 Cor. 5:21).
In this volume we delve deeper into the marvelous truth of
the incarnation to see still further glimpses of Christ’s glory
on earth. His righteousness did not occur in a vacuum but
rather among people, ordinary people like you and me. In
each unit of this volume, we will look at Jesus’ interactions
with people as through a prism, making slight turns to see
different yet equally brilliant perspectives of Jesus’ works.
In Unit 22, we will see Jesus’ power to heal coupled with
His deep compassion for people, even those who were
marginalized in society. In Unit 23, we will see Jesus’
riveting teachings empowered by His divine authority. And
finally, in Unit 24, we will see Jesus’ miraculous power over
nature, revealing His identity as Creator God.
Each ray of light we will see points to the same truth:
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God given for our
salvation. Jesus was indeed born to die, but He lived so that
we too might live.
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