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Unit 22, Session 3

Jesus Heals 
a Man at Bethesda
Summary and Goal 
In this session, we will look at the time when Jesus healed a man who had a 
prolonged disability and a profound sense of hopelessness and despair. Jesus 
demonstrated compassion and grace as He helped this man who had no one else 
to help him, and then He called him to faithful obedience. Jesus also revealed His 
identity as the Son of God through this encounter. For all those who have been 
healed by Jesus of their greatest ailment—the power of sin and death—the natural 
next step is to follow the commands of our Savior in faith and gratitude. 

Session Outline
1. A hopeless condition leads to despair (John 5:2-7). 
2. A miraculous healing leads to obedience (John 5:8-15). 
3. A hostile response leads to a bold claim (John 5:16-18). 
Background Passage: John 5

Session in a Sentence
When the man who was disabled put aside his hopelessness and despair and trusted 
in Jesus, he was healed. 

Christ Connection
The man at the pool of Bethesda had been disabled for many years and had lost all 
hope and given in to despair, but when Jesus told him to pick up his mat and walk, 
he was healed and he obeyed. In a similar way, our sin has left us hopeless and in 
despair, but Jesus invites us to trust in Him and follow Him. When we do, our sin is 
removed and we can follow Jesus in a life of obedience. 

Missional Application
Because Jesus has removed our sin and given us life, we live each day with hope and 
confidence as we follow Him, showing others the transforming power of the gospel. 
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GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group Time

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Share the account from page 29 in the Daily Discipleship Guide (DDG) about veteran Rob Jones 
who ran thirty-one marathon distances in thirty-one days on prosthetic running blades in order to inspire others. 

In the fall of 2017, Marine Corps veteran Rob Jones, who had lost both of his legs to a 
land mine in Afghanistan, ran thirty-one marathons (that’s 874.2 miles) over thirty-one 
days in thirty-one different cities on prosthetic running blades. He ran to try to change 
the narrative of wounded veterans struggling to transition to civilian life. He ran to raise 
money for veterans’ charities. He ran to inspire others, and he accomplished these goals. 
In every city, people showed up to run behind him, following in his steps. 1 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

Why do the achievements of those with disabilities often inspire others 
to follow in their steps? (people are challenged to consider what they 
could accomplish with or without a disability; people want to honor 
the efforts of those who rise above their disabilities to accomplish 
extraordinary feats; people enjoy seeing an underdog achieve a victory) 

SAY: Modern medicine has helped many people overcome their disabilities to live normal lives. But imagine 
living in a time when there wasn’t much hope for rising above a disability. Your hope might have rested on people 
willing to help you or maybe the thought of a miraculous healing. But with the loving God who created the 
universe, there is always reason for hope in life. 

SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will look at the time when Jesus healed a man who had a prolonged 
disability and a profound sense of hopelessness and despair. Jesus demonstrated compassion and grace as He 
helped this man who had no one else to help him, and then He called him to faithful obedience. Jesus also 
revealed His identity as the Son of God through this encounter. For all those who have been healed by Jesus 
of their greatest ailment—the power of sin and death—the natural next step is to follow the commands of our 
Savior in faith and gratitude. 

For session-by-session training podcasts, please visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.  
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources. 
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Point 1:   A hopeless condition leads to despair 
(John 5:2-7). 

READ John 5:2-7 (DDG p. 30). 

2 By the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem there is a pool, called Bethesda in Aramaic, which 
has five colonnades. 3 Within these lay a large number of the disabled—blind, lame, 
and paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been disabled for thirty-eight years. 
6 When Jesus saw him lying there and realized he had already been there a long time, 
he said to him, “Do you want to get well? ”

7 “Sir,” the disabled man answered, “I have no one to put me into the pool when 
the water is stirred up, but while I’m coming, someone goes down ahead of me.” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 30) to explain why people lingered near the pool at 
Bethesda, and note Jesus’ attentiveness to one hopeless man. Connect the man’s hopelessness to the experience 
of all humanity because of sin. (If necessary, use the commentary below to explain why verses 3b-4 are missing 
from the Scripture passage, and reaffirm the trustworthiness of Scripture.)

The scene in John 5 opens up with a disheartening picture: people with diseases and 
disabilities lying within sight of a pool of water. Many believed that when the water of 
the pool was stirred up, it had healing properties—but only for the first person into the 
pool. Out of the many people waiting for the movement of the water, Jesus singled out 
one hopeless man. 

•  This man hadn’t walked for most, if not all, of his life. He was dependent on people for the most basic of 
things: to take him places, to get food, to avoid danger. Eventually he learned to get around without help, 
but always much slower than everyone else hurrying along. His only hope for healing in the pool was 
always taken away from him by someone faster than him. Truly his situation was hopeless as he stared at 
the pool of Bethesda and never reaped any of its purported benefits. 

•  We all know that feeling helpless in our condition can lead to feeling hopeless in life. We have all 
experienced this to one degree or another because sin has debilitated all of humankind. No longer do we 
have the union with God, human beings, and the created order that we had in Genesis 2; sin has broken 
this world and God’s image bearers. Moreover, we are helpless to fix the problem. We all know something 
is not as it should be, yet none of our solutions have helped us, whether the various religions of the world, 
forms of human government, or means of mental escape. We are helpless to save ourselves. 

Commentary: Some members of your group may have Bible translations that include verses 3b-4, which offer 
an explanation about the appeal of the pool and why the man wanted to get in. These words are not found 
in the earliest manuscripts for the Gospel of John, which is why most translations include them as a footnote 
instead of in the main text. Most scholars believe a later scribe sought to provide further context for this story 
and thus shared the common belief people had at the time, that an angel stirred the water every so often and 
the first person to enter the bubbling water would be healed of whatever ailed them. For more information on 
manuscript variants, see “Textual Criticism, New Testament” in Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary.
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SAY: This disabled man couldn’t help himself, but Jesus could. Likewise, the only hope we have against sin and 
its consequences isn’t religion or irreligion; it is a person—only Jesus. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some areas of life in which people may feel helpless? 
(relationships; health issues; hope for salvation and eternal life; 
temptation to sin; finances; home life)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 30) to elaborate on the man’s despair. Then emphasize 
that Jesus alone is the solution to our hopelessness and despair.

Jesus asked the man if he wanted to be well, and the man’s response revealed he was 
filled with despair. His only focus for healing was the pool, and he couldn’t get into the 
pool in time. Day after day, week after week, he saw other people beat him to it. On 
top of that, he had no one; he didn’t have one friend or kind passerby willing to wait 
by his side to help him into the pool. Being hurt, without hope, and alone is a recipe 
for despair. But Jesus is the ultimate healer; Jesus is the solution to our hopelessness 
and despair. 

•  Have you felt the sting of loneliness? Does it seem like all the odds of life are stacked against you? Do you 
despair of ever having victory over sin in your life? If so, Jesus’ question goes out to you: “Do you want to 
get well?” 

•  You likely won’t find physical healing in a pool of stirring water, but you will find eternal life in the 
fountain of living water that Jesus provides (John 4:14). Jesus’ grace is sufficient for our struggles and 
failings, and His power is perfected in our weakness. Therefore, we don’t need to despair but we can boast 
in our weaknesses because they display Christ’s power in us (2 Cor. 12:9).

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How do you see loneliness contribute to despair in the world? (human 
beings were made in God’s image to be relational beings, so loneliness 
goes against our nature; people may overlook the need for relationships 
to accomplish other goals in life, which can lead to isolation and despair; 
people try to hide their sin and shortcomings from others rather than be 
known and supported by those who will love them unconditionally) 
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Point 2:   A miraculous healing leads to obedience 
(John 5:8-15).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read John 5:8-15 (DDG p. 31). 

8 “Get up,” Jesus told him, “pick up your mat and walk.” 9 Instantly the man got 
well, picked up his mat, and started to walk.

Now that day was the Sabbath, 10 and so the Jews said to the man who had been 
healed, “This is the Sabbath. The law prohibits you from picking up your mat.”

11 He replied, “The man who made me well told me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ”
12 “Who is this man who told you, ‘Pick up your mat and walk’? ” they asked. 

13 But the man who was healed did not know who it was, because Jesus had slipped 
away into the crowd that was there.

14 After this, Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well. Do 
not sin anymore, so that something worse doesn’t happen to you.” 15 The man went 
and reported to the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 31) to emphasize that the man with the disability did not 
receive grace from Jesus because he obeyed but rather received grace and then the ability to obey in faith. 
Connect this gracious healing of the man to our gracious healing in salvation from sin. Then apply this to our 
ability to obey because we have first received grace from Jesus. 

Jesus healed the man not by taking him 
down into the pool of supposed powers but 
by commanding him to get up and walk. 
There is power in the word of the Son of 
God, and when Jesus speaks, diseased and 
disabled bodies obey. Immediately the man 
obeyed Jesus’ command. The man didn’t 
get grace because he obeyed. Rather, he 
was given grace first and then was given the 
ability to obey in faith.

•  The man had not professed faith in Jesus or even asked for 
healing. He didn’t even know who Jesus was! Nothing in this 
scenario indicates that this man, of all the sick people lying 
there, deserved to be healed, yet this man experienced the 
grace of God in his healing. 

•  Jesus grants a gracious healing to us as well, healing us from 
sin and its consequences. He does this not because of anything we have done and certainly not because we 
deserve it. He saves us from sin because He is good, gracious, and He loves us. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ The divine Word is so 
mighty, powerful and 
strong in believers that 
the person (though not 
a godless person) has 
the ability to will and 
accomplish everything that 
the word commands one 
to will and to do. For the 
gospel is ever the power of 
God for the salvation of all 
who believe … Yes, all things 
are now possible to the 
believer in him who gives 
strength, Christ Jesus.” 3 

–Balthasar Hubmaier 
(c. 1480-1528)
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Application: The grace of God that comes through Jesus gives us the ability to obey His commands. Imagine 
if Jesus had told the disabled man, “If you can find a way to stand up and walk over to Me, I’ll heal you.” 
That would have been so discouraging to the man because he would have been helpless to obey. The grace 
of God, however, gives us life and the ability to turn to God in faith and obey Him. Obedience to God’s 
commands is dependent on the healing of our sin problem coming first. Our God-honoring obedience is 
possible only because of what Christ did in His death and resurrection. This is why Jesus said, “You can do 
nothing without me” (John 15:5). As we walk in obedience to all Christ has called us to do, we get to display 
His transforming power to the world.

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What happens to our obedience when we start trying to earn the grace 
God has already given to us in Jesus? (we start to become prideful about 
our works for God; we start to despair because we recognize that we 
can never measure up to God’s perfect standard; we begin to use our 
obedience as a standard for how we measure others; we can become 
legalistic; we can give up on obedience and chase after sin instead)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 31) to establish that Jesus’ love for the man went beyond 
healing him physically and extended to the man’s whole being, including the healing of his broken desires. Jesus 
wanted him, and us, to walk in holiness. 

Jesus later found the man who had been healed and told him no longer to walk in sin. 
Jesus cared about the man’s whole being. Not only did the man need to be healed of his 
broken body, he needed to be healed of his broken desires. The ultimate purpose of the 
grace Jesus showed the man in healing him was so he might walk in holiness. 

•  We have been granted healing spiritually for the same ultimate purpose, that we might walk in holiness, 
no longer enslaved to sin but living by faith in the Son of God who came to save us from sin (Gal. 2:20; 
Titus 2:11-14; 1 John 3:5-6). 

PACK ITEM 5: HOLINESS: Use the Jen Wilkin quote on this poster to help explain the origin and purpose 
of holiness in the believer’s life.

•  Why does God want us to walk in holiness? Because holiness reflects the freedom that Christ has secured 
for us through His death on the cross and subsequent resurrection. By faith in Him, our identity has 
changed—we are now a new creation in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). 

•  Jesus calls those who have received His grace to sin no more because that is not who we are anymore. 
To walk in sin is counter to who we are in Christ (Rom. 6:2). To be sure, we will still stumble and 
sin, and when we do, let us fall on His grace once more and stand up and walk once again in holiness 
(see 1 John 1:6-10). But continual, habitual sin without repentance gives evidence of a life that is still in 
bondage to the powers of darkness and hasn’t yet received the grace of God by faith (see 1 John 3:4-10). 
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Point 3:   A hostile response leads to a bold claim 
(John 5:16-18).

READ John 5:16-18 (DDG p. 32). 

16 Therefore, the Jews began persecuting Jesus because he was doing these things on 
the Sabbath.

17 Jesus responded to them, “My Father is still working, and I am working also.” 
18 This is why the Jews began trying all the more to kill him: Not only was he 
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself 
equal to God. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 32) to explain that Jesus’ activity on the Sabbath sealed the 
Jews’ negative opinion of Him, which led to their persecution of Him. 

Imagine the man’s joy in his every step as he walked for the first time in decades. 
But when he carried his mat into the presence of the Jews, all they saw was a man 
breaking the man-made Sabbath laws meant to keep people in compliance. After it was 
determined that Jesus healed the man and “incited” him to break their Sabbath laws, 
the Jews turned their fury onto Jesus. This incident sealed the Jews’ negative opinion of 
Jesus, and their persecution of Him would eventually lead Jesus to the cross.

Why did the Jews have such a hostile response to Jesus’ miracle and commands?
•  First, Jesus told the man to carry his mat on the Sabbath. The Jews perceived this as a command to break 

the law of God to rest from work on the Sabbath, just as God had rested from His work in creation on 
the seventh day. This, however, was not a violation of God’s law given through Moses (Ex. 31:12-17) but a 
violation of Jewish tradition that a person could not carry an object from one domain to another. 4  

•  Second, Jesus Himself performed “work” on the Sabbath by healing the disabled man. To suit the Jews’ 
legalistic mind-set, it seems Jesus should have waited just a few more hours before healing the disabled 
man. But instead, Jesus saw an opportunity to show compassion to a hopeless man, and He took it 
without hesitation, because this is what God does.

Commentary: Jesus couldn’t violate the Sabbath because He is the fulfillment of the Sabbath laws of the 
Old Testament (Matt. 5:17). In Him is the true Sabbath rest promised in the Scriptures (Heb. 3–4). Yet the 
Jews couldn’t see past their own man-made rules, so they persecuted the Person they thought didn’t measure 
up but who is actually God’s righteousness personified.

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some man-made rules that Christians should ignore? 
(you must affirm every unbiblical sexual ethic promoted by the culture; 
you must give according to a certain human standard, though it is not 
commanded in the Bible; you must keep your religion to yourself and not 
try to convert others to your faith)
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 32) to expound on the reason the Jews wanted to 
kill Jesus: They understood enough to know that Jesus’ claim would have been blasphemous if He were not 
equal to God. 

First the Jews persecuted Jesus for His work, but they ramped up their efforts when they 
understood Jesus’ claim as to His person—He is equal with God. When Jesus called 
God “My Father,” He was implying, in part, the wonderful mystery of the Trinity. The 
Jews understood enough to know that Jesus’ claim would have been blasphemous if He 
were not equal to God, so they wanted to kill Him. But Jesus is indeed the Son of God, 
so they were rejecting the very One who made them and was sustaining them even as 
they rejected Him. 

•  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1). In six days, He created the skies, the 
waters, the land, and everything in them: the celestial lights, birds and fish, plants and animals. Finally, 
on the sixth day, God created human beings in His image. Then on the seventh day, He rested from this 
creative work. 

•  But that didn’t mean God stopped working in other ways. God has continued to work in preserving His 
creation, in providing for His creatures, and in His providence for His image bearers. Therefore, God is 
still working, just as Jesus said, and the Son of God follows in the steps of His Father by working without 
ceasing for the good of all creation. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 32). 

God Is One in Three Persons: While the Bible affirms that God is one 

(Mark 12:29; 1 Cor. 8:4-6), it also affirms that God exists as three Persons—

Father, Son, and Spirit. Each Person of the Trinity is fully divine—the Father is 

God (John 6:27), the Son is God (Phil. 2), the Spirit is God (Acts 5:3-4)—and 

each Person is distinct from the others (Matt. 11:27; John 10:30; 14:16). This 

perfect unity within the three Persons of the Trinity is a first-order doctrine; 

departing from it is to abandon orthodox Christianity. 

Essential Doctrine “God Is One in Three Persons”: While the Bible affirms that God is one (Mark 12:29; 
1 Cor. 8:4-6), it also affirms that God exists as three Persons—Father, Son, and Spirit. Each Person of 
the Trinity is fully divine—the Father is God (John 6:27), the Son is God (Phil. 2), the Spirit is God 
(Acts 5:3-4)—and each Person is distinct from the others (Matt. 11:27; John 10:30; 14:16). This perfect 
unity within the three Persons of the Trinity is a first-order doctrine; departing from it is to abandon 
orthodox Christianity. 
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My Mission

EXPLAIN: A disabled man, helpless and despairing after thirty-eight years of his condition, finally found 
healing, just not in the way he expected it. Jesus came along and showed him compassion and grace and healed 
him, first of his physical ailment and second of his spiritual one—sin. Some may experience a physical ailment, 
but we all share in the man’s spiritual sickness, and our only hope for healing from sin is Jesus. He came for our 
healing; He came as our remedy; through His death and resurrection for us, He has taken away the sin of all 
those who believe in Him. And now we can obey Him in faith and share the joy of our faith with others that 
they too may be transformed by the healing power of Jesus Christ through believing the gospel. 

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 33), and encourage group members 
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word. 

Because Jesus has removed our sin and 
given us life, we live each day with hope 
and confidence as we follow Him, showing 
others the transforming power of the gospel.

•  How do you need to get up and 
walk in faith and obedience to 
Jesus Christ? 

•  What are some ways your group 
can help bear one another’s 
burdens so you don’t fall into 
hopelessness and despair? 

•  With whom will you share the 
good news of Jesus, hoping and 
praying for their transformation and healing from sin? 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, without Your healing grace we have no hope, for no one can come to You unless 
You first draw them. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to rescue us from sin and its effects through new 
life in Him. Help us by the Holy Spirit to point others to the transforming power made available to them in the 
gospel. Amen. 

INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study 
devotions in their DDG (pp. 34-36), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small 
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 37) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded 
upon the foundation of God’s Word.

 Voices from  
the Church
“ We may not realize it, but 
the whole of humanity is 
exiled from the bliss of 
the intimate presence of 
God … But being ‘dead in 
our trespasses,’ humanity 
does not realize this is what 
it longs for. Most people 
don’t understand that to 
walk with God is to feel 
at home.” 5 

–Joni Eareckson Tada
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Daily Discipleship 
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage 
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in 
the DDG (pp. 34-36) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for 
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 37) will help group members and families 
fellowship with one another with purpose. 

Daily Study

Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 34-36) will help group members take initiative in 
their own discipleship. 

•  Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles 
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time 
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

•  Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 2 as a part of point 2 in the 
session: The Jews missed the miraculous forest for their human-centered trees. 
They missed that their promised Sabbath rest with healing in His wings had 
come in the flesh in Jesus. 

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG. 
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social 
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live 
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use: 

•  Day 3: “According to Jesus Himself, what you do with Jesus is what you do 
with God.” 

•  Day 5: “Eternal life is not found in the Scriptures apart from their testimony to 
the Giver of eternal life—Jesus.”

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to 
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link 
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging 
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another

This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 37) will 
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and 
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family 
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.

•  Encourage group members to discuss areas of life in which they might, like the 
Pharisees, be imposing extrabiblical standards on themselves or others. 

•  See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith, 
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary

Point 1:   A hopeless condition leads to despair 
(John 5:2-7). 

“pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda. ‘Bethesda’ means ‘house of mercy,’ a fitting term 
given the desperate state of the people lying there in hope of a miracle cure … Various 
spellings of the name of this pool are found in the Greek manuscripts. Nonetheless, 
there remains strong reason to identify this pool with a single large two-pool complex 
near the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem and adjacent to the modern Church of St. Anne. 
The two pools are separated from each other by a partition. The remains of columns 
found around this site help confirm that the partition between the pools, along with 
each of the four sides surrounding the pool complex, likely contained the five roofed 
colonnades (i.e., five stoas, which are covered walkways; a ‘colonnade’ is a row of 
columns). A fifth-century Byzantine basilica was built over this site.” 6  

“The Sheep Gate was one of the entrances carved into Jerusalem’s city wall. The 
pools were actually deep stone reservoirs collecting rainwater to be used for drinking 
and other necessities. Water has always been a precious resource in the Middle East. 
The pool named Bethesda (Hebrew, ‘house of mercy, house of flowing water’) was 
especially prominent as a gathering place for the sick and maimed because the people 
believed healing properties were in its waters (vv. 3-4). The tradition concerning the 
moving of the water is not found in extant Greek manuscripts dated prior to AD 400. 
This brief section (parts of vv. 3-4) may have been based on popular tradition and thus 
have been added by a scribe as an effort to explain the bubbly flow of the water that 
occurred from time to time (v. 7). This insignificant textual problem does not undercut 
the miracle or clear meaning of the text in any way.” 7   

Point 2:   A miraculous healing leads to obedience 
(John 5:8-15).

“The confused man had been caught in the very act of breaking the rules of the rabbis 
and did not know how to deal with his problem. So he sought for a quick defense by 
blaming the healer (John 5:11), even though he did not know (note the Johannine 
theme) who he was (5:13). The mention of the fact that Jesus had ‘slipped away’ … 
calls to mind the familiar ‘secret’ or ‘hidden’ theme of Mark. The hiddenness of Jesus, 
or so-called ‘Messianic Secret,’ is not a significant theme in John, but the theme of ‘not 
knowing’ Jesus would function in a similar manner in that it calls the reader’s attention 
to what should be known.” 8   
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“Jesus still cared about the man, and he looked around for him and found him in the 
temple. There he spoke to him about his healing and wholeness and charged him to stop 
sinning or something worse might happen to him (5:14). We should not interpret Jesus’ 
words as referring to karma, the idea that all human illness or suffering is linked to a 
person’s or his parents’ sin. (Jesus explicitly denies this in 9:2-3.) What Jesus may have 
been saying was that this man’s disability was related in some way to some sin he had 
committed. Sometimes sins do have consequences in this life. But the more probable 
explanation is that Jesus was offering this man an opportunity to get his life straight. 
Jesus loved sinners though he did not condone sin. This man should consider that the 
gracious healing offered to him by Jesus was a last opportunity to transform his life. If 
he chose to follow Jesus, he would be safe in the last judgment.” 9   

Point 3:   A hostile response leads to a bold claim 
(John 5:16-18).

“Their anger was so kindled against him that they wanted to kill him, because he did 
his works on the sabbath. But let us see also what the Lord answered: ‘My Father is still 
working, and I also am working’ … He speaks that we may recognize in him the power 
of the Father’s nature employing the nature that has that power to work on the sabbath. 
The Father works in him while he works. Without doubt, then, Jesus works along with 
the working of the Father … We must regard Jesus as referring to that very work of the 
Father’s which he was then doing since it implies the working of the Father at the very 
time of his words … If the Father works and the Son works, no union exists between 
them that merges them into a single person.” 10  

“By now the issue of Sabbath observance [see 7:19-24] has been dwarfed by the question 
of Jesus’ relationship with God. Just as Jesus is uniquely God’s ‘own’ Son (Rom. 8:32), 
God is uniquely ‘his own’ Father (cf. John 10:29-30). The designation ‘my Father’ for God 
was extremely rare in the OT (but see Jer. 3:4,19; cf. Ps. 89:26). The Jews were committed 
monotheists, believing in only one God. This became an important distinguishing 
characteristic of Jewish religion in a polytheistic environment. Jesus’ claim of a unique 
relationship with God seemed to compromise this belief by elevating Jesus to the same 
level as the Creator as a second God. The same charge later will lead to the crucifixion.” 11  
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Jesus was born to die—a jarring statement indeed, but one 
that is quite true. Christmas and Easter are fused together, 
linked hand-in-hand in such a way that each is dependent 
on the other for its meaning. The theology of such a 
statement is solid but incomplete, for Jesus was not born to 
die immediately but rather some thirty years later. Jesus’ 
life, then, was not utilitarian—existing just so it could be 
taken away and picked up again—it had greater meaning 
and purpose. What Jesus did during those thirty years 
of walking the earth mattered; He lived a life of perfect 
obedience to the Father. He satisfied the demands of 
righteousness that we could not so He might take away our 
sin when we trust in Him and so His righteousness might 
be credited to us, making us fully pleasing to the Father 
(2 Cor. 5:21).

In this volume we delve deeper into the marvelous truth of 
the incarnation to see still further glimpses of Christ’s glory 
on earth. His righteousness did not occur in a vacuum but 
rather among people, ordinary people like you and me. In 
each unit of  this volume, we will look at Jesus’ interactions 
with people as through a prism, making slight turns to see 
different yet equally brilliant perspectives of Jesus’ works. 
In Unit 22, we will see Jesus’ power to heal coupled with 
His deep compassion for people, even those who were 
marginalized in society. In Unit 23, we will see Jesus’ 
riveting teachings empowered by His divine authority. And 
finally, in Unit 24, we will see Jesus’ miraculous power over 
nature, revealing His identity as Creator God.

Each ray of light we will see points to the same truth: 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God given for our 
salvation. Jesus was indeed born to die, but He lived so that 
we too might live.

EDITOR

A Word from the Editor
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