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A Summary of the Bible

In the beginning, the all-powerful, personal God created the universe. This 
God created human beings in His image to live joyfully in His presence, 
in humble submission to His gracious authority. But all of us have rebelled 
against God and, in consequence, must suffer the punishment of our 
rebellion: physical death and the wrath of God.

Thankfully, God initiated a rescue plan, which began with His choosing the 
nation of Israel to display His glory in a fallen world. The Bible describes how 
God acted mightily on Israel’s behalf, rescuing His people from slavery and 
then giving them His holy law. But God’s people—like all of us—failed to 
rightly reflect the glory of God.

Then, in the fullness of time, in the person of Jesus Christ, God Himself 
came to renew the world and to restore His people. Jesus perfectly obeyed the 
law given to Israel. Though innocent, He suffered the consequences of human 
rebellion by His death on a cross. But three days later, God raised Him from 
the dead.

Now the church of Jesus Christ has been commissioned by God to take the 
news of Christ’s work to the world. Empowered by God’s Spirit, the church 
calls all people everywhere to repent of sin and to trust in Christ alone for 
our forgiveness. By God’s grace in Christ, repentance and faith restores our 
relationship with God and results in a life of ongoing transformation.

The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will return to this earth as the 
conquering King. Only those who live in repentant faith in Christ will 
escape God’s judgment and live joyfully in God’s presence for all eternity. 
God’s message is the same to all of us: repent and believe, before it is too late. 
Confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe with your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, and you will be saved.

God’s Word to You
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 Suggested for  
the week of

 Unit 22: Jesus the Healer (Gospels)

June 7 6 Session 1 Jesus Heals Ten Lepers

June 14 18 Session 2 Jesus Heals a Woman and Raises a Girl

June 21 30 Session 3 Jesus Heals a Man at Bethesda

June 28 42 Session 4 Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

 Unit 23: Jesus the Teacher (Gospels)

July 5 54 Session 1 Jesus Teaches About Discipleship

July 12 66 Session 2 Jesus Teaches About the Cost of Discipleship

July 19 78 Session 3 Jesus Teaches About Prayer

July 26 90 Session 4 Jesus Teaches About Treasure

August 2 102 Session 5 Jesus Teaches About the Good Shepherd

 Unit 24: Jesus the Miracle-Worker (Gospels)

August 9 114 Session 1 Jesus Casts Out Demons

August 16 126 Session 2 Jesus Feeds a Multitude

August 23 138 Session 3 Jesus Walks on Water

August 30 150 Session 4 Jesus Is Transfigured

Cover Art Explanation
This cover art is a singular image of a silhouetted Jesus reflected in the eye of the man 
born blind, whom Jesus healed; Jesus placed mud on his eyes and told him to wash in the 
pool of Siloam, where he received his sight; Jesus found the man later and revealed that 
He is the Son of Man sent from God (Unit 22, Session 4)
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Jesus was born to die—a jarring statement indeed, but one 
that is quite true. Christmas and Easter are fused together, 
linked hand-in-hand in such a way that each is dependent 
on the other for its meaning. The theology of such a 
statement is solid but incomplete, for Jesus was not born to 
die immediately but rather some thirty years later. Jesus’ 
life, then, was not utilitarian—existing just so it could be 
taken away and picked up again—it had greater meaning 
and purpose. What Jesus did during those thirty years 
of walking the earth mattered; He lived a life of perfect 
obedience to the Father. He satisfied the demands of 
righteousness that we could not so He might take away our 
sin when we trust in Him and so His righteousness might 
be credited to us, making us fully pleasing to the Father 
(2 Cor. 5:21).

In this volume we delve deeper into the marvelous truth of 
the incarnation to see still further glimpses of Christ’s glory 
on earth. His righteousness did not occur in a vacuum but 
rather among people, ordinary people like you and me. In 
each unit of  this volume, we will look at Jesus’ interactions 
with people as through a prism, making slight turns to see 
different yet equally brilliant perspectives of Jesus’ works. 
In Unit 22, we will see Jesus’ power to heal coupled with 
His deep compassion for people, even those who were 
marginalized in society. In Unit 23, we will see Jesus’ 
riveting teachings empowered by His divine authority. And 
finally, in Unit 24, we will see Jesus’ miraculous power over 
nature, revealing His identity as Creator God.

Each ray of light we will see points to the same truth: 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God given for our 
salvation. Jesus was indeed born to die, but He lived so that 
we too might live.

EDITOR

A Word from the Editor
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6 Date of My Bible Study:  ______________________

1
Unit 22, Session 1

Jesus Heals 
the Ten Lepers
Summary and Goal 
Jesus attracted a crowd everywhere He went. Some wanted to hear His teaching. 
Others wanted to see His miracles. But some needed more than insight and awe; 
they needed a new life. In this session, we find such a crowd. Lepers were the outcasts 
of society. In the Book of Leviticus, God said their disease made them ceremonially 
unclean and unfit for regular community life. When Jesus came near, the local lepers 
were desperate for healing and thus called out to Him for help. What followed was 
a lesson in what Jesus can do and the kind of heart that responds to Him. Here we 
find the surprise of the gospel in full force: new life given, gratitude flowing, and 
faith that makes one truly well. 

Session Outline
1. Infirmity leads to desperate cries to Jesus for mercy (Luke 17:11-13). 
2. Healing leads to a grateful heart for what Jesus had done (Luke 17:14-16). 
3. Faith leads to a greater salvation in Christ (Luke 17:17-19). 
Background Passage: Luke 17:11-19

Session in a Sentence
Jesus healed ten lepers who called for help but saved one who had faith.

Christ Connection
When ten lepers called out to Jesus for mercy, Jesus sent them to the priests and they 
were healed. Jesus declared that the one leper who returned to thank and worship 
Him was saved by His faith. Likewise, when we cry out in faith to Jesus, He saves us 
from our sin, a gift that prompts a life of gratitude and worship. 

Missional Application
Because we have been saved from our sin through Jesus, we live each day with deep 
gratitude and worship for what Jesus has done.
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7Unit 22, Session 1

GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group content found in the  
Daily Discipleship Guide is  
included in this shaded area
throughout the session.

Group Time 

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Use the two paragraphs on page 11 in the Daily Discipleship Guide (DDG) to raise the issue that 
we may not be particularly grateful people. 

A few years ago, I preached a sermon on Psalm 100, which is a psalm of thanksgiving. 
This topic was perfect for the Sunday after the Thanksgiving holiday. During part of 
our small group time in the week following, we discussed the sermon, and our group 
came to a startling realization—we weren’t particularly grateful people. 

Yes, we thanked the Lord when we prayed together and often when we prayed privately. 
And yes, we had good manners. We thanked all who served us in some way, big or 
small. But there is a difference between saying, “Thank you,” and being grateful. You 
know as well as I do that sometimes a “thank you” is just the expected thing to say, like 
answering, “Fine,” to those who ask how you are doing. Saying, “Thanks,” can simply 
be the final step in a conversational ritual with little to no thought behind it. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

Why do we have conversational rituals that require little to no thought 
behind them? (we don’t like the awkwardness of silence; conversational 
rituals help people feel like they fit in polite society; we know we ought to 
care but we don’t want to take the time to actually demonstrate our care, 
so we just say the words; we don’t want to look ungrateful or impolite, 
whether or not we really are)

SAY: With every fiber of our being, we should thank God for everything in our lives, through all the good 
and the bad (1 Thess. 5:18), not merely pay Him lip-service. Every good and perfect gift is from Him (Jas. 1:17), 
and He is sovereign over everything (Rom. 8:28). Therefore, we should have an attitude of gratitude and should 
cultivate this mind-set as believers, as small groups, and as churches. 

SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will read about a small crowd of lepers, who were outcasts of society. In the 
Book of Leviticus, God said their disease made them ceremonially unclean and unfit for regular community life. 
When Jesus came near, the local lepers were desperate for healing and thus called out to Him for help. What 
followed was a lesson in what Jesus can do and the kind of heart that responds to Him. Here we find the surprise 
of the gospel in full force: new life given, gratitude flowing, and faith that makes one truly well. 

For session-by-session training podcasts, please visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.  
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources. 
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8 Leader Guide 

Point 1:   Infirmity leads to desperate cries to Jesus for 
mercy (Luke 17:11-13). 

SAY: By this point in the Gospel narrative, Jesus was famous. His reputation for teaching had spread throughout 
Judea and beyond, and His miraculous healings gave hope even to the hopeless. 

READ Luke 17:11-13 (DDG p. 12). 

11 While traveling to Jerusalem, he passed between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he 
entered a village, ten men with leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 and raised 
their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us! ” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 12) to present the social expectations of lepers according to 
the standards of the law of Moses in Leviticus. Emphasize their experience of separation, and connect this to the 
human experience of separation from God and others on account of sin.

To be a leper was to be an outcast. Even God’s law instructed the community to 
separate themselves from the diseased (Lev. 13–14; Num. 5:2-3). But it wasn’t primarily 
the community’s responsibility to ensure this separation; it was the leper’s. As if the 
disease weren’t bad enough, self-imposed social exile was added to it. Lepers wore torn 
clothes, let their hair go, and were required to cry out, “Unclean, unclean!” They also 
had to live outside the camp or city (Lev. 13:45-46). 

•  Today’s lepers are not like those in ancient times. Since 1995, the World Health Organization has been 
providing free medicine to treat the disease. It is, thankfully, no longer considered a public health threat. 1 
But during the time of Jesus, there was no medicine. Lepers were doomed to wait it out, to be relieved 
either by time or by death. 

•  When Jesus came walking their way, the lepers knew He was One who could heal them. But they did 
not run to Him. Instead, they stood at a distance and raised their voices. They understood their place and 
their plight. They were separated and exiled on account of their disease.

•  While leprosy separated those with the disease from others, sin has created a greater division—one 
between us and God, and we’re all born into this separation because of Adam and Eve’s fall (see Gen. 3; 
Ps. 51:5). Therefore, because of sin, we all experience the exile of the fall, separated from God’s grace and 
living under His just wrath.

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. Be clear that sickness and disease do not equate to sin. 

What are some ways people experience separation from God and 
others because of sin? (unbelievers live under the wrath of God and the 
guilt of their sin, whether they know it or acknowledge it or not; believers 
can experience a struggle in their prayer life due to sin; sin can break 
relationships with family and friends) 
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9Unit 22, Session 1

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 12) to show that new life in Christ begins for us the same 
way that Jesus’ healing of the lepers began for them: calling out to Jesus for rescue. 

The lepers took advantage of their 
opportunity with Jesus. They had heard 
He could heal, so they cried out for mercy. 
In other words, they prayed for Jesus to 
intervene and help them. We tend to 
complicate prayer, adding certain words to 
make our requests sound important, but 
prayer is a simple thing. Every Christian’s 
new life begins and continues the same way: 
calling out to Jesus for rescue. 

•  Jesus came not to call those who have it all together but those who know they are sinful and in need of a 
Savior. Jesus did not come to the worthy but for the worthless. The lepers knew their helpless estate, cut 
off from everything of meaning in their lives, so they cried out to Jesus. 

EXPLAIN: If the Spirit leads in this direction, here might be a good place to extend the following gospel 
explanation and call.

Gospel: If you understand your helpless estate in sin, then the Spirit is at work in you, leading you to cry out 
to Jesus for mercy. When you cry out in desperation like these lepers did, Jesus will be there to respond. He 
will turn toward you with the fullness of His mercy and grace. He will save you and redeem you through His 
work on the cross and through His resurrection. He will heal you at the deepest level of your soul. But you 
have to call out. If you’re low enough to accept His mercy, He’s great enough to pour it out.

The gospel requires a response. As the good news reaches the sinner’s ear, a plea for mercy must spring from 
the sinner’s mouth. Just as there was no other way of healing for the lepers, there is no other way of healing 
for the sinner. Only Christ’s mercy can make us clean. Maybe you’re like the lepers, so beat up by this cruel 
world, so afflicted with an illness that runs more than skin deep, so alienated from everyone and everything 
that you wonder why you keep on going. Here is Jesus’ word for you: “Come to me, all of you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). All Jesus is asking for you to do is come to Him in 
faith. The lepers show us that when we do, Jesus responds. 

 Voices from  
the Church
“ This is the kind of prayer 
that God loves to answer: 
a desperate cry for help 
offered in the name of 
his Son.” 2 

–Philip Graham Ryken
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Point 2:   Healing leads to a grateful heart for what Jesus 
had done (Luke 17:14-16).

READ Luke 17:14-16 (DDG p. 13). 

14 When he saw them, he told them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And 
while they were going, they were cleansed.

15 But one of them, seeing that he was healed, returned and, with a loud voice, gave 
glory to God. 16 He fell facedown at his feet, thanking him. And he was a Samaritan. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 13) to establish the connection between faith and 
obedience, as demonstrated in the lepers’ healing that took place as they heeded Jesus’ instruction. 

As Jesus turned to the lepers in mercy, He gave a simple command. He sent them on 
a path of obedience, and on the way, they found the healing for which they longed. 
Imagine if the lepers had done nothing. If they had delayed obeying Jesus’ word 
to them, they would not have found healing. On another occasion, Jesus touched 
a leper and made him clean instantly (Luke 5:12-14), so obeying Jesus’ command 
in this instance required a prolonged trust in Him to make them clean. It required 
obeying in faith.

Commentary: Leviticus 13–14 addresses the role of the priest in a leper’s life. Essentially, the priest would 
take a good look at a person’s affected area of skin and determine if the person was clean or unclean. If clean, 
they could rejoin the community. If unclean, he sent them away until their situation changed.

•  As these men left Jesus and traveled to the priest, they knew arriving in their current state would do them 
no good. They were still leprous and unclean. They couldn’t fool the priest. But Jesus wasn’t asking them 
to fool anyone. He asked them to believe and go. Leon Morris writes, “Jesus was putting their faith to the 
test by asking these men to act as though they had been cured. And as they obeyed so it happened: as they 
went they were cleansed.” 3 Healing comes on God’s terms or not at all. 

•  When Jesus calls us to do something, we must obey His command, even if we might not understand it at 
the time. As they took those first steps, the lepers could not have understood how they could find healing 
on the way. They surely knew the way to the priest, hoping for the day they could see him and be declared 
clean, but they didn’t know what would happen by the time they arrived. In the path Jesus has called us 
to go, we don’t know what He might do on the way either. But we know this: when Jesus commands us 
clearly, we must act quickly. 
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11Unit 22, Session 1

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some commands in Scripture that require obedience in 
faith? (love your enemies; pray for those who persecute you; leave 
vengeance to the Lord; go and make disciples of all nations; love one 
another as Jesus has loved you; give without expecting anything in return; 
don’t forsake the gathering of believers; repent and believe in Jesus for 
salvation from sin)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 13) to highlight that only one of the ten lepers returned 
to express his gratitude to Jesus for being healed. 

Ten lepers found healing on the way to the priest, but only one turned around to 
find Jesus again. Ten lepers called out for mercy and received it, but only one thought 
to express his gratitude to his healer. Ten percent of those lepers whom Jesus healed 
returned to give thanks. How much thanks do we give to Him within our own hearts? 
Do we thank Him for even ten percent of His merciful gifts? 

Illustration: We pray for little things and big things. We ask the Lord to help with a conversation, for wisdom 
to make progress on a project, to grant patience with children at home after a long day at work. The Lord 
is so kind and comes through in so many ways. But how often do we return to Him to offer thanks? We 
might say we are thankful, but do our actions prove otherwise? Do we take God’s gifts for granted, too often 
returning for a follow-up conversation only to file a complaint? 

INSTRUCT: Ask group members to use the scale in their DDG (p. 13) to assess the frequency of their 
thanksgiving to God. 

How often do you express thanksgiving to God for His work in your life? 

Rarely, If Ever           Sometimes              More Often Than Not         Almost Always

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some reasons you have for thanking God? (be prepared to 
give an answer of your own to jump-start the conversation)

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources
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Point 3:   Faith leads to a greater salvation in Christ 
(Luke 17:17-19).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 17:17-19 (DDG p. 14). 

17 Then Jesus said, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Didn’t any 
return to give glory to God except this foreigner? ” 19 And he told him, “Get up and 
go on your way. Your faith has saved you.” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 14) to note the significance of a Samaritan being the 
returning former leper compared to the rest whom we can presume to be Jewish. 

The one former leper to return to Jesus was a Samaritan, a “foreigner,” as Jesus called 
him. That a Samaritan was the one to return is shocking and provided Jesus with a 
meaningful opportunity to demonstrate the reason He came. Presumably, the other 
lepers were Jewish men with a lineage that enjoyed the benefits of a relationship with 
God firsthand. The Samaritan, on the other hand, was not part of the people of God. 
Yet the Samaritan was the one to express worship to God and thankfulness to Jesus. 

•  That this Samaritan leper was living with Jewish lepers points to the total reduction of social standing 
that leprosy caused. The Jews and Samaritans were not on friendly terms because the Samaritans were 
the descendants of Israelites who had intermarried with the peoples around them, which led to a mixing 
of faiths, compromising their worship of the one true God. While Samaritans claimed to worship 
God, the Jews would not worship alongside them. They were spiritually unclean in Jewish eyes, even 
without leprosy. 

•  The Jewish lepers received the gift of healing and went on to the priest to return to normal life. The 
Samaritan turned from that path to run back to Jesus in thanks. Of the ten, true gratitude—the kind of 
thankfulness that is not just a show—pierced his heart only, so he ended up at a greater temple. He fell at 
the feet of Jesus, the true temple, to give thanks and to give glory to God, praising Him for His healing 
and salvation. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

Why should a heightened sense of our own unworthiness lead to 
a grateful attitude and worship of God for our salvation in Jesus? 
(we have nothing to offer to God in exchange for our salvation, and yet, He 
still saves us when we trust in Jesus; our sin has irreparably separated us 
from our Creator but for the gracious intervention of Jesus on our behalf; 
we cannot boast in good works or even good intentions because we are 
so marred by sin in our lives, but we can boast in the grace of God that 
saves us; though we don’t measure up in the eyes of the world, God looks 
upon the heart and rewards those to place their faith in Jesus)
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 14) to point out that like the Samaritan, we are saved by 
faith in Jesus. 

As the Samaritan fell before Jesus to thank Him and give glory to God, he received a 
word from Jesus weightier than any healing of any disease. He found the assurance of 
eternal salvation because He came to Jesus in faith. We find the same when we come 
to Him in faith. On the cross, Jesus met our deepest need we didn’t realize we had. 
He came to save sinners from their sin, and by faith, we receive the salvation Jesus 
purchased through His death and resurrection. 

•  It took a kind of faith for the lepers to turn from Jesus and walk toward the priest as if their leprosy were 
no more. The lepers were healed as they made that journey by faith, changed on the outside and rid of 
that horrible disease. But a distinguishing marker between the faith of the Samaritan and the faith of the 
others was his second turning around, his coming back to Jesus by faith. 

•  Many people make an initial response to Jesus at the height of an intense experience, but it is the one who 
returns to Him in faith whose heart is changed. We need more than a one-time interaction. We need a 
continual relationship. The faith that saves is the faith that wants more than a gift or healing from Jesus. 
The faith that saves is the faith that wants Jesus Himself and is constantly thankful for a relationship with 
Him because He is our way to the God.

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 14). 

Justification by Faith: Justification refers to the moment when a person is 

objectively declared righteous before God based on the righteousness of 

Christ’s atoning death. This act of declaration takes place through faith in 

Christ and not as a result of human works or effort. 

Essential Doctrine “Justification by Faith”: Justification refers to the moment when a person is objectively 
declared righteous before God based on the righteousness of Christ’s atoning death (Rom. 8:33-34). This act 
of declaration takes place through faith in Christ and not as a result of human works or effort (Eph. 2:8-9). 
Through justification, a person is made to be in right standing before God, changing what was once an 
estranged and hostile relationship to one of adoption into the family of God. 
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My Mission

EXPLAIN: We stand needy for Christ, and no amount of sin or separation is too great for His mercy to meet 
us. We can do nothing to earn our way into heaven. Salvation is a gift of grace from start to finish. God sets us 
right with Him as we look to Jesus to meet our every need. Though the lepers show us the initial mercy of Christ 
in healing, the Samaritan leper shows us that we have a constant need of Him. Jesus knows that and stands 
ready in heaven to help us moment by moment. Understanding the mercy of Christ in this way lifts our hearts 
to worship. As we gather before the throne of grace, we find our hearts singing in thanksgiving. He heals. He 
justifies. He saves. 

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 15), and encourage group members 
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word. 

Because we have been saved from our 
sin through Jesus, we live each day with 
deep gratitude and worship for what 
Jesus has done.

•  What will you give God glory 
for today? 

•  How can your group help others 
find community that honestly 
addresses sin without shame? 

•  How can your gratitude and 
worship to God for salvation by 
faith in Jesus help you share the gospel with others? 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, You are merciful, and Your mercy has been magnified in the sending of Your 
Son, Jesus, in order to bring healing to this fallen world. Help us to see our need for Jesus’ mercy and the healing 
only He can provide, both physical and spiritual. Like the Samaritan leper, stir within us a posture of gratitude by 
the saving power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

PACK ITEM 3: MORE MERCY: Cut out these cards and pass them out to group members to remind them 
that nothing can separate us from the mercy of God found in Christ Jesus.

INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study 
devotions in their DDG (pp. 16-18), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small 
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 19) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded 
upon the foundation of God’s Word.

 Voices from 
Church History
“ O leprous sinner, go to 
Christ at once; go now, tarry 
not until thou hast left the 
sanctuary! Wait not until 
the sermon is over. It is 
written, ‘To-day, if ye will 
hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts.’ ” 4 

–Charles Spurgeon 
(1834-1892)
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Daily Discipleship 
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage 
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in the 
DDG (pp. 16-18) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for themselves. 
Encourage One Another (p. 19) will help group members and families fellowship with one 
another with purpose. 

Daily Study

Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 16-18) will help group members take initiative in 
their own discipleship. 

•  Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles 
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time 
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

•  Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 3 as a part of point 3 in the 
session: The leper trusted that only Jesus could make him well because only 
Jesus had made him well. Saving faith is just that—looking to the whole Christ 
for your whole need and knowing He alone can save. 

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG. 
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social 
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live 
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use: 

•  Day 1: “God’s mercy is His never-ending love for us, the undeserving. Looking 
upon us in our sin, God chose to forgive us in His Son.” 

•  Day 5: “God’s kingdom is an upside-down one where losing is winning, dying is 
living, and suffering leads to salvation.”

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to 
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link 
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging 
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another

This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 19) will 
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and 
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family 
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.

•  Encourage group members to take turns sharing where they see a shortage of 
voiced thankfulness in their lives. 

•  See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith, 
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary

Point 1:   Infirmity leads to desperate cries to Jesus for 
mercy (Luke 17:11-13). 

“The destruction of the Samaritan temple magnified the bitterness between the 
Samaritans and the Jews, with the Samaritans resisting travel to Jerusalem and the Jews 
refusing any association with the Samaritans (contrast Luke 9:52 with John 4:9). Thus 
while Jesus shockingly illustrated neighborliness by means of the Good Samaritan, 
in contrast, Jesus’ ministry among the Samaritans had mixed results. The citizens of 
Sychar, at the base of Mount Gerizim, with the temple ruins nearby, certainly received 
Jesus as the Savior, but later another Samaritan village rejected Jesus because He was 
headed to Jerusalem (see John 4:42; Luke 9:52).” 5  

“One of the members of this group was a Samaritan (17:16). As explained earlier 
(see 10:29-37) Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans, and yet in this group a 
common sickness had broken down the racial and religious barriers. In the common 
tragedy of their leprosy they had remembered only that they were sick people who were 
in need. The need for social, cultural, religious and racial segregation was gone. Together 
they shouted with one voice, Jesus, Master, have pity on us (17:13b).” 6   

“Jesus apparently walked along the border between Samaria and Galilee, then crossed 
the Jordan River at the nearest point, proceeding down the eastern bank of the Jordan 
toward the crossing point opposite Jericho, which is the next location mentioned in the 
narrative (18:35).” 7 

Point 2:   Healing leads to a grateful heart for what Jesus 
had done (Luke 17:14-16).

“The man’s respect shows his awareness that God is working through Jesus, though how 
the man sees Jesus specifically is not made clear by the action, since his thanksgiving 
is directed to God (17:15). That he approaches Jesus shows a contrast between the 
distance he had observed when asking Jesus to heal him and the closeness he has now 
after being healed. This is a wonderful example of the literary use of space … Jesus 
does not demand this praise; it is offered freely. The man has correctly connected Jesus 
with God’s work. His actions simply reveal the depth of his perception. His reaction 
is worthy of the commendation it receives in 17:19. It is not anti-Jewish, since the 
man is noted to be a Samaritan; it is pro-faith, challenging all to be like this most 
surprising foreigner.” 8   
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“Jesus’ command in 17:14, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests’ … alludes to 
Leviticus 13:49: ‘If the disease shows greenish or reddish in the garment, whether in 
warp or woof or in skin or in anything made of skin, it is a leprous disease and shall be 
shown to the priest…’ (cf. Lev. 14:2-4). A priest was required to assess whether the skin 
disease had cleared up before the leper could be readmitted into society. The action of 
the Samaritan in 17:15 is startling: when he realizes on the way to the temple (on Mount 
Gerizim?) that he is healed, he evidently does not continue on his journey, but rather 
returns to Jesus, acknowledging that God’s healing power is present in Jesus.” 9  

Point 3:   Faith leads to a greater salvation in Christ 
(Luke 17:17-19).

“What saved the man—what made him well, body and soul—was faith in Jesus Christ. 
He first exercised that faith when he cried out to Jesus for salvation … It was also by 
faith that he went back to Jesus and worshiped. This is what distinguished the man 
from the other nine lepers. They too were healed by faith, at least to a certain extent. 
But their healing only went skin deep. Only one man recognized what his healing 
revealed about Jesus, and therefore what implications it had for his eternal salvation. So 
the man returned to Jesus, and when he did, he was doing something more than simply 
returning thanks: he was coming to trust in Jesus. He wanted something more than 
physical healing: he wanted to know Jesus in a personal way. It was not simply what 
Jesus could do for him that he wanted, but Jesus himself, in all his grace—not just his 
work, but also his person. Therefore, the man joined himself to Jesus by faith … The 
other nine men did what Jesus said, and they wanted what Jesus could give, but they did 
not want to be with Jesus in a relationship of loving trust.” 10  

“We are … told, strikingly, that the one who returned to give thanks to Jesus was a 
Samaritan—a despised outsider. Here, as all through Luke, we see the upside-down 
reversal that the gospel brings. The kingdom of God inverts the world’s values and 
welcomes anyone, if they will simply repent and believe the good news, relying on Jesus 
alone for a new and eternal life.” 11  
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

Fall 2018 In the Beginning Creation and the Fall (Genesis; Job)

  God Establishes a Covenant People (Genesis)

  God Grows His Covenant People (Genesis)

Winter 2018-19 Out of Egypt God Redeems His People (Genesis; Exodus)

  God Provides for His People (Exodus)

  God Receives Worship from His People (Exodus; Leviticus)

Spring 2019 Into the Promised Land God Guides His People (Numbers; Deuteronomy)

  God Gives His People a Home (Joshua)

  God Delivers His People (Judges; Ruth)

Summer 2019 A Kingdom Provided God Provides a King (1 Samuel)

  God Provides a Godly King (1–2 Samuel; Psalms)

  God Provides a Wise King (1 Kings; Ecclesiastes)

Fall 2019 A Nation Divided God Speaks to His People (1–2 Kings)

  God Judges the Sin of His People (2 Kings; Prophets)

  God Shows Mercy to His People (2 Chronicles; Prophets)

Winter 2019-20 A People Restored God Sustains His People (Daniel)

  God Restores His People (Ezra; Prophets)

  God Prepares His People (Nehemiah; Esther; Malachi)

Spring 2020 Jesus the Messiah Jesus Comes into the World (Luke)

  Jesus Begins His Ministry (Gospels)

  Jesus Among the People (Gospels)

Summer 2020 Jesus the Servant Jesus the Healer (Gospels)

  Jesus the Teacher (Gospels)

  Jesus the Miracle-Worker (Gospels)

Fall 2020 Jesus the Savior Jesus and the Kingdom (Gospels)

  Jesus the Savior (Gospels)

  Jesus the Risen King (Gospels)

Winter 2020-21 The Mission Begins The Holy Spirit Comes (Acts; Epistles)

  Fundamentals of the Faith (Acts; Epistles)

  New Life in Christ (Acts; Epistles)

Spring 2021 The Church United Living Like Jesus (Acts; Hebrews)

  The Sent Church (Acts; Epistles)

  Don’t Forget (Acts; Epistles) 

Summer 2021 All Things New Paul in Prison (Acts; Epistles)

  Facing Adversity (Acts; Epistles)

  Jesus Will Come Again (Revelation)

Scope and Sequence
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Now you can make your group meetings even more interesting and enriching with one easy step. The new 
Adults Group Box has everything you need for a great group experience. You save money, and you save time 
by only having to order and distribute one item per leader, instead of 13. The Box even includes a Quick 
Start Guide that explains how all the items work together:

• 10 Daily Discipleship Guides (CSB)
• 1 Leader Guide (CSB)
• 1 Leader Pack (which includes a variety of visual aids)
• 1 Biblical Illustrator (featuring articles and information on biblical archaeology, customs, and locations)
• Free Wordsearch Bible Digital Library
• 1 Quick Start Guide
• All for $69.99 (17% savings)

A BETTER WAY 
TO ORDER (AND TEACH) 

THE GOSPEL PROJECT

Order one Box for each group. (If a group has more than 10 people, 
simply add extra Daily Discipleship Guides to the order.)

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. 

www.GospelProject.com/Adults

TGP group box LG ad.indd   1 12/3/19   11:56 AM
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CHECK OUT THESE ADDITIONAL STUDY OPTIONS FOR ANY OTHER TIME YOU NEED A BIBLE STUDY.
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After God’s Own Heart: A Fresh 
Look at the Ten Commandments
by Tony Evans

All In: A Life of Commitment
Matt Carter

BibleStudiesForLife.com

Scripture:  
Isaiah

LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible

Create your own Bible studies 
in minutes. Choose from 1,200+ 
text-based and video-enhanced 
studies on more than 400 topics 
from all 66 books of the Bible. 
Visit the website for a free trial.

SmallGroup.com

Want to use The Gospel Project with other age groups? 
Preview The Gospel Project for Kids and Students at GospelProject.com.
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JESUS THE SAVIOR
Unit  25: Jesus and the Kingdom (Gospels)
Unit 26: Jesus the Savior (Gospels)
Unit 27:  Jesus the Risen King (Gospels)
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