Unit 27, Session 4

4

Jesus Commissions
His Disciples

Summary and Goal
In this session, we will study the “so what” of Jesus’ death and resurrection, His
departing words, and why the resurrection matters for us today. In doing so, we
will discover that both knowledge without action and action without authority are
pointless and powerless. We will also examine what life would be like without the
Holy Spirit so that we can come to terms with the importance of His power and
presence. After all, there is a massive difference between witnessing with and without
the Holy Spirit’s power. Finally, we will consider how Jesus’ impending return
informs our mission to bear witness of Him and make disciples.

Session Outline
1. Jesus’ disciples are to make disciples of all the nations (Matt. 28:16-20).
2. Jesus’ disciples are to be His witnesses through the Spirit’s power (Acts 1:4-8).
3. Jesus’ disciples are to anticipate His return (Acts 1:9-11).
Background Passages: Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1:1-11

Session in a Sentence
Just before Jesus ascended to the Father, He commissioned the disciples to go to all
the nations and share the gospel with the Spirit’s power as they anticipate His return.
Christ Connection
Before Jesus ascended to the Father, He commissioned His disciples to go into the
world and make disciples of all nations. Under the authority of Jesus, and with the
power of the Holy Spirit, we make disciples of all peoples as we anticipate the return
of Christ.
Missional Application
Because we have been saved as a result of the Son of God coming to us, we go and
make disciples of all nations by declaring the truth of the gospel with the power
of the Holy Spirit through our words and actions that demonstrate the reality
of His love.
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Group Time

GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Introduction
EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph on page 121 in the DDG to set forth the relationship between an activity and
its purpose.

Have you ever tried to complete an assignment without understanding why it mattered
or what it would accomplish? Or how about following instructions without knowing
what your actions would lead to? In both instances, your performance may have
suffered from a lack of motivation without knowing the point of the activity or a lack
of knowledge of how it should be done. Apart from understanding an activity’s purpose
and the means to achieve said purpose, there’s no way to know whether you are actually
hitting the mark and positively contributing to the whole. It’s completely possible that
you would end up spending a lot of time and energy on something that proved pointless
and impractical.
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
When have you been asked to do something without knowing the
“why”? How did it feel? (be prepared to give an answer of your own to
jump-start the conversation)

SAY: The “why” matters. It matters at work, in school, and with your family and friends, but most importantly,
it matters for your faith.
SUMMARIZE: In this session, we will study the “so what” of Jesus’ death and resurrection, His departing
words, and why the resurrection matters for us today. In doing so, we will discover that both knowledge without
action and action without authority are pointless and powerless. We will also examine what life would be like
without the Holy Spirit so that we can come to terms with the importance of His power and presence. After
all, there is a massive difference between witnessing with and without the Holy Spirit’s power. Finally, we will
consider how Jesus’ impending return informs our mission to bear witness of Him and make disciples.

Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts,
Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass: ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts.
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Point 1: Jesus’ disciples are to make disciples of all the
nations (Matt. 28:16-20).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 28:16-20 (DDG p. 122).

The eleven disciples traveled to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had directed
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped, but some doubted. 18 Jesus came
near and said to them, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth.
19
Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything
I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
16

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 122) to stress that the Great Commission—the gospel
mission—is, in a sense, the believer’s one job.

Jesus was clear and direct with His disciples, and subsequently with us, about the gospel
mission, making it easy to understand the most important thing moving forward. For
the “how,” Jesus commissioned His disciples to teach and to baptize people. But the
“what,” in a sense, the one job of the believer is this: “Go, therefore, and make disciples
of all nations.” Therefore, to follow Jesus and obey His Great Commission, we cannot
merely know about Jesus; we must obey His marching orders and go make disciples.
Illustration: “You had one job.” This has become a popular saying and also a meme on social media to mock
someone who has failed to do one thing integral to their job. Whether it’s the restaurant host who failed
to keep your reservation, the valet who forgot where he parked your car, or the movie theater employee
who forgot to put butter on your popcorn, blunders like these are not uncommon, but they point to the
importance of fulfilling your job in the big things as well as the little things.
Application: Christians have a number of responsibilities in this life. But sadly, we as Christians often fail to
do our one job. Rather than doing what Jesus did as He fulfilled all of His other responsibilities on earth,
we often focus on our other responsibilities and ignore our one job. For example, we can spend our time
learning about Jesus and His Word in a group Bible study. There’s absolutely nothing wrong with gaining
such knowledge and learning from others. In fact, reading your Bible on a regular basis and participating in a
group are two of the most significant things you can do to grow as a Christian. However, it’s not enough just
to know. We need to do (Jas. 2:26)! To follow Jesus and experience the life He is calling us to, we must know
Him and act on that knowledge by going to make disciples of all nations—our one job.
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INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
What are some reasons believers struggle to obey and participate in the
Great Commission? (scared of rejection; scared they don’t know enough;
think they don’t know how to share the gospel; think they are inadequate
for the task; have doubts about their own faith)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 122) to point to Jesus’ authority as the basis for our
mission, noting that our mission is fueled and rooted in who Jesus is and what He’s already done and His
unending presence with us.

Authority. Some people hear the word with
a negative connotation, and not without
cause. People in authority can have a
tendency to abuse their authority. But not
so with Jesus. His authority is divine, it is
true, and it is loving. All throughout the
Book of Matthew, the authority of Jesus
is made clear (7:28-29; 9:6-8; 11:27). He
not only has authority over nature, disease,
sin, and death, He has received authority
over all heaven and earth. So when we go
out to make disciples of all nations, we go
with His authority. The effectiveness of our
discipleship is not a direct result of how
much we do; rather, it’s fueled and rooted
in who Jesus is and what He’s already done
and His unending presence with us.

Voices from
Church History
“ ‘Jesus approached them
and said, “All authority
in heaven and earth has
been given to me.” ’ This
authority was given to
one who had just been
crucified, buried in a tomb,
laid dead and afterwards
had arisen. Authority
was given to him in both
heaven and earth so that
he who once reigned in
heaven might also reign on
earth through the faith of
his believers.” 1
–Jerome (c. 347-420)

• J esus uses His authority to send freedom to the lost and broken in our world, and He does this through
His commissioned disciples, those who have lovingly and humbly submitted to His authority. We who
have experienced the freedom from sin found only in Jesus know firsthand the joy of the gospel, and Jesus
commands us to take that message to others for their freedom.
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Point 2: J esus’ disciples are to be His witnesses
through the Spirit’s power (Acts 1:4-8).
READ Acts 1:4-8 (DDG p. 123).

While he was with them, he commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait
for the Father’s promise. “Which,” he said, “you have heard me speak about; 5 for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit in a few days.”
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, are you restoring the
kingdom to Israel at this time?”
7
He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or periods that the Father has
set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”
4

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 123) to emphasize the necessity of the Holy Spirit and His
work to lend power to our witness to Jesus.

Jesus died and rose again, in part, to grant His disciples the Holy Spirit (John 16:7).
Without the Holy Spirit, our witness as believers is powerless. Witnessing is not
something the church does alone; the Spirit goes before the church in preparation and
empowers her witness in the presentation of the gospel. Thanks be to God that we are
not on our own in this mission Jesus has called us to. Thanks be to God that He cares
more about the lost in our cities, towns, and neighborhoods than we ever could. And
thanks be to God for the incredible gift of the Holy Spirit.
• In the Great Commission, Jesus promised to be with His disciples to the end of the age (Matt. 28:20).
The gift of the Holy Spirit—the Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9)—is the fulfillment of that promise.
• W
 hile Christians may not deny the existence of the Holy Spirit, we might deny the power of the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is as much God as the Son is God and the Father is God. He is the Third Person of
the Trinity, worthy of being worshiped (see Matt. 28:19; Acts 5:3-4; 2 Cor. 3:17-18). If we ignore the Holy
Spirit’s role in creation, salvation, and mission, then we have functionally denied Him and His power.
FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 123).
Work of the Holy Spirit in the Life of the Christian: The Spirit’s work in the
life of a Christian begins in the work of salvation in bringing a person to faith
in Christ and is continued through the work of sanctification in helping the
Christian to become progressively more like Christ throughout the course of
his or her life. He also empowers and indwells believers, intercedes on their
behalf, and equips them with special gifts for the service of God’s kingdom.
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Essential Doctrine “Work of the Holy Spirit in the Life of the Christian”: The Spirit’s work in the life of
a Christian begins in the work of salvation in bringing a person to faith in Christ and is continued through
the work of sanctification in helping the Christian to become progressively more like Christ throughout the
course of his or her life. He also empowers and indwells believers, intercedes on their behalf, and equips
them with special gifts for the service of God’s kingdom. He is the Comforter to the believer and aids us in
properly interpreting the Bible.
EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 123) to make clear that Jesus’ instruction for His
disciples to be His witnesses to the end of the earth extends to His followers today.

Jesus called His disciples to be His witnesses—through the Spirit’s power—in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. By extension, Jesus
has called believers today to bear witness about Him to our loved ones, our enemies,
those “other” people, and those we don’t know—to the ends of the earth. This task
belongs to every follower of Christ regardless of education and experience, past
background or present situation. But only through the Spirit’s power can we hope to
pursue and fulfill the Great Commission.
• W
 hile most Christians would acknowledge the fact that Christ died for all humankind, sometimes we
don’t act like we believe this. We know the gospel is for us, our children, our neighbors, and even the
lost and broken in a general sense. But do we consider anyone beyond the reach of the gospel? Enemies?
“Those people” who aren’t like us? The moment we believe the gospel is only for some people and not for
all, we’ve chosen to go down a very dangerous road. Truth is, no one is good enough, no matter what you
have or haven’t done, to earn the saving grace of God offered in Jesus, and no one is bad enough to stand
beyond the reach of the saving grace of God offered in Jesus. We need the Holy Spirit, who shows no
partiality, to compel us to take the gospel to the ends of the earth, proclaiming salvation in Christ alone to
people of every tribe, tongue, and nation.
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
How does the Holy Spirit help believers to pursue and fulfill the Great
Commission? (the Holy Spirit arranges interactions between believers
and unbelievers so the gospel can be shared; the Holy Spirit gives words
to believers in their conversations with unbelievers; the Holy Spirit
works in the hearts of unbelievers so they may hear and believe the
gospel when it is shared with them; the Holy Spirit works in the hearts of
believers to prepare and embolden them for sharing the gospel)

PRAY: Father, we pray the Holy Spirit breaks our hearts for the lost. May the Holy Spirit deepen our love for
Jesus. May the Holy Spirit grow in us a love for all peoples in the world, including those others who might not
look or talk like us. May the Holy Spirit empower us with His boldness, courage, and strength to be witnesses for
Christ everywhere You send us. Amen.
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Point 3: J esus’ disciples are to anticipate His return
(Acts 1:9-11).
READ Acts 1:9-11 (DDG p. 124).

After he had said this, he was taken up as they were watching, and a cloud took him
out of their sight. 10 While he was going, they were gazing into heaven, and suddenly
two men in white clothes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up into heaven? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come in the same way that you have seen him going into heaven.”
9

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 124) to emphasize the centrality of Jesus’ resurrection and
ascension, noting that without these events the Christian faith would be meaningless and powerless.

Jesus’ resurrection and subsequent ascension are not peripheral matters; they are
absolutely central to the Christian faith. In fact, if they didn’t happen, our faith would
be meaningless and powerless. But they did happen! Witnesses saw the resurrected
Jesus; they also ate with Him, touched Him, laughed with Him, and learned from
Him. Furthermore, after rising from the dead and appearing to more than five hundred
people (1 Cor. 15:5-8), Jesus ascended into heaven, where He would send the Holy Spirit
to dwell in His disciples. But He didn’t just float away—He ascended to sit on His
throne at the right hand of God the Father (Acts 2:32-35).
• W
 ithout Jesus’ resurrection, the Christian faith would be rendered meaningless because Jesus’ crucifixion
would have meant nothing (1 Cor. 15:12-19). If Jesus were not raised from the dead, then He and His
disciples would be liars and our sins could not be atoned for.
• W
 ithout Jesus’ ascension, the Christian faith would be powerless because the ascension was a necessary
precursor to the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the church (see Acts 1:8; 2:32-33). Without the Holy
Spirit, believers would be powerless before their temptations and sins and powerless to participate in the
Great Commission.
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
What are some ways we can honor King Jesus, who rose from the dead
and ascended into heaven? (we can repent of our sin and believe in Him
as Lord and Savior; we can spend time with Him through the Word of God
and prayer; we can gather with other believers to worship Him together;
we can share the gospel of Christ with the world; we can obey what He
has said)

156

Leader Guide
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 124) to highlight the promise of Jesus’ return in power
and glory and its impact on our mission as His disciples.

Just as Jesus ascended in power and glory, His disciples received the promise that He
will return in the same manner. While no one other than God the Father knows when
Jesus will return (Matt. 24:36), we must recognize that His return is imminent and
could happen at any time. But as the angels told the disciples, we cannot be paralyzed
while looking to heaven; we have a mission to serve our risen and enthroned King while
we eagerly await His return.
• Th
 e gift of Jesus’ ascension is that all believers are now commissioned and empowered to make disciples
of all nations. There is no difference between pastor, prophet, poet, or plumber in terms of our primary
objective in life. We are all called and we are all sent, regardless of where we live, what we do, or who gives
us a paycheck. Just as His salvation is for all people, so is Jesus’ calling for all people to live in light of the
ascension because all people—regardless of what they might have done in the past— should heed His
authority as the exalted Messiah.
• Th
 e promise of Jesus’ return means our mission is time sensitive. Jesus will return at any moment, and
every day people are dying around the world—including in our communities and cities—without having
heard or believed the good news of Jesus Christ. As believers, our hope for eternal life is secure, but are we
living as future-oriented disciples in anticipation of Jesus’ return?
SAY: Let’s cast aside every regret and weight of sin that we are holding onto from the past and instead run with
endurance and perseverance toward Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who not only died for our sins
but also defeated them through His resurrection and ascension (Heb. 2:14-15; 12:1-2). Let’s fulfill our mission
from our resurrected and enthroned King.
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
What will it look like for believers to live in light of Jesus’ ascension and
His imminent return? (living to honor our King every moment of every
day; obeying His commands, such as the Great Commission; sharing the
gospel of Jesus with urgency; repenting of sin and striving in the Spirit’s
strength to walk in holiness)

Unit 27, Session 4
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

157

My Mission
EXPLAIN: Making disciples of all nations by sharing the gospel is not something that Christians can do out
of their own skill, tactics, or willpower; rather, it’s accomplished under the authority of Jesus and with the power
and presence of the Holy Spirit. Jesus will return one day for His church, so in the meanwhile, let us spend our
days going and spreading His good news. Active disdain toward God and His commands isn’t necessarily the
reason many Christians can go years without sharing the gospel or seeking to disciple their peers. It’s deeper than
that—it’s self-centeredness. Where would we be if someone hadn’t shared the gospel with us? Recollect that, but
more importantly, look to the ascended Jesus who promises to be with you as you go and make disciples.
READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 125), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word.

Because we have been saved as a result of the
Son of God coming to us, we go and make
disciples of all nations by declaring the truth
of the gospel with the power of the Holy
Spirit through our words and actions that
demonstrate the reality of His love.

Voices from
Church History
“Trying to do the Lord’s work
in your own strength is the
most confusing, exhausting,
and tedious of all work. But
when you are filled with
the Holy Spirit, then the
ministry of Jesus just flows
out of you.” 2

•

How do you know the presence
and power of the Holy Spirit is
making a difference in your life?

•

In what ways can your group live
in light of Jesus’ ascension?

•

W ho will you share the gospel with, regardless of their relationship
or attitude toward you, because Jesus has been raised and enthroned
in heaven?

–Corrie ten Boom
(1892-1983)

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, You created the world for Your Son and so that You might be made known
in and through Your Son. Thank You for granting us eternal life through faith in Jesus, the One who came to
reconcile all things in heaven and on earth to You. Help us by the power of the Holy Spirit to take the gospel to
all of creation in order to make disciples of all nations as we await Christ’s glorious return. Amen.
PACK ITEM 14: A MISSIONARY: Cut out these bookmarks and pass them out to group members to
remind them of their call as believers to go wherever God sends them and make disciples of all nations.
INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions in their DDG (pp. 126-128), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 129) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God’s Word.
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Daily Discipleship
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in
the DDG (pp. 126-128) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 129) will help group members and families
fellowship with one another with purpose.

Daily Study
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 126-128) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
• Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
• Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 3 as a part of point 2 in the
session: Luke wanted his readers to understand that the Book of Acts is a
continuation of the Gospels, intended to provide the story of what happened in
the lives of the early believers after Jesus’ ascension to heaven.
Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
• Day 1: “If you have unanswered questions, it’s highly likely that God wants you
to share the gospel with people who also have unanswered questions.”
• Day 4: “The Holy Spirit is as much God as Jesus is God and the Father is God.”
Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 129)
will help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session
and to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.
• Encourage group members to help one another figure out some ways to make
evangelism part of their everyday rhythm of life.
• S ee yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Point 1: Jesus’ disciples are to make disciples of all the
nations (Matt. 28:16-20).
“Jesus’ declaration and commission which will conclude the gospel are introduced not
by a simple ‘Jesus said’ but by a combination of three verbs: he ‘came to’ them, ‘spoke
to’ them, and ‘said.’ This rather fulsome introductory clause not only emphasizes the
climactic role of this speech but also responds to the disciples’ hesitation: Jesus’ ‘coming
to’ his frightened disciples is an act of reassurance (as in 17:7) … he ‘speaks to’ them
to restore the broken relationship (as his words via the women have already indicated,
v. 10), and the words he will now utter will leave their failure far behind, swallowed up
in the much greater reality of the mission to which they are now called. The disciples
themselves speak no words in this final scene, where the focus falls fully on Jesus
himself; their role is to listen, to understand and to obey.” 3
“Jesus’ authority is the basis for everything else that follows in this text. His authority
over heaven and earth means that Jesus is not just the personal Lord and Savior over
us. We often speak of the moment of our conversion by saying, ‘I decided to make Jesus
my personal Lord and Savior.’ While there is much truth to that statement, we need
to be careful not to miss the point of Christ’s lordship. As we’ve already seen, you and
I don’t decide to make Jesus Lord; He is Lord regardless of what we think of Him. Jesus
died on the cross and rose from the grave, and now He is exalted at the Father’s right
hand as the Lord over all creation. All those things are true regardless of what you and
I think or decide.” 4

Point 2: J esus’ disciples are to be His witnesses
through the Spirit’s power (Acts 1:4-8).
“The phrase ‘end of the earth,’ then, is geographic and ethnic in scope, inclusive of all
people and locales … The kingdom message will move out gradually and encompass
all. The church’s call is to be missionary in direction and eschatological in focus. The
world is the end goal, pointing to complete deliverance that drives the present mission
and gives it focus … The disciples probably originally thought of Jews everywhere.
To Luke, it probably anticipates the offer of the gospel to all people. Such a double
meaning is possible in literature and also in historical understanding that is developing.
In fact, it will take the apostles and others time to realize that Jesus does not intend
for the message to go just to Jews dispersed throughout the world but also to Gentiles.
An indication of this double significance is how God must lead the church into
Gentile mission in Acts 10–11. God’s intention was the world, but perhaps originally
the disciples thought it would be Israel’s restoration that would bring the nations to
Jerusalem, as Israel’s Scripture suggested.” 5
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“Jesus gathered the disciples for a final meal, and there he commanded them not to
leave Jerusalem after his departure until they received the gift of the Holy Spirit, who
had been promised by the Father (1:4-5). John the Baptist had stated that the Messiah
would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire (Luke 3:16; see also Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8;
John 1:33). Jesus reminded them that he himself had told them that the Father would
be sending the Spirit (Luke 24:49; see also John 14:16,26). Now that promise was about
to be kept. However, the disciples did not know the specific time when it would happen,
nor did they know what else they would need to do before [he] came. All they needed to
do was to trust the words of their Lord and wait to be baptized with the Holy Spirit, an
event that would happen a few days later.” 6

Point 3: J esus’ disciples are to anticipate His return
(Acts 1:9-11).
“The ascension of Christ is mentioned three times in the Bible (1:9-11; Mark 16:19-20;
Luke 24:50-51). These accounts note that from the Mount of Olives, Jesus lifted up
His hands, blessed His disciples, and was taken up by a cloud into heaven (Acts 1:9)
where He sat down at the right hand of God (Mark 16:19). The unique contribution of
Acts to the ascension narrative concerns the details of Christ’s return (vv. 10-11). Other
Scriptures confirm that one day Christ will return again to the Mount of Olives to set
up His earthly kingdom in the same way He ascended into the clouds (Dan. 7:13;
Matt. 24:30; 26:64; Luke 21:27; Rev. 1:7; 14:14).” 7
“They need not stand gazing skyward, said the heavenly visitants. ‘This Jesus’ would
return in the same manner as he went. From Luke’s perspective, this promise would
indeed be fulfilled, but not immediately. The disciples had seen Jesus go in power and
glory; in power and glory he would come back. But an interval would elapse between
his exaltation and his parousia, and in that interval the presence of the Spirit would
keep his people in living union with their risen, glorified, and returning Lord. Christ is
ascended, but his abiding presence and energy fill the whole book of Acts, and the whole
succeeding story of his people on earth. His exaltation ‘at God’s right hand’ means that
he is the more effectually present with his people on earth ‘always, to the close of the
age’ (Matt. 28:20). As it is put in Ephesians 4:10, he ‘ascended far above all the heavens,
that he might fill all things.’ ” 8
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Scope and Sequence
WHAT’S NEXT?
Fall 2018

Creation and the Fall (Genesis; Job)

In the Beginning

God Establishes a Covenant People (Genesis)
God Grows His Covenant People (Genesis)
Winter 2018-19

God Redeems His People (Genesis; Exodus)

Out of Egypt

		

God Provides for His People (Exodus)
God Receives Worship from His People (Exodus; Leviticus)

Spring 2019

Into the Promised Land

		

God Guides His People (Numbers; Deuteronomy)
God Gives His People a Home (Joshua)
God Delivers His People (Judges; Ruth)

Summer 2019

A Kingdom Provided

		

God Provides a King (1 Samuel)
God Provides a Godly King (1–2 Samuel; Psalms)
God Provides a Wise King (1 Kings; Ecclesiastes)

Fall 2019

A Nation Divided

		

God Speaks to His People (1–2 Kings)
God Judges the Sin of His People (2 Kings; Prophets)
God Shows Mercy to His People (2 Chronicles; Prophets)

Winter 2019-20

A People Restored

		

God Sustains His People (Daniel)
God Restores His People (Ezra; Prophets)
God Prepares His People (Nehemiah; Esther; Malachi)

Spring 2020

Jesus the Messiah

		

Jesus Comes into the World (Luke)
Jesus Begins His Ministry (Gospels)
Jesus Among the People (Gospels)

Summer 2020

Jesus the Servant

		

Jesus the Healer (Gospels)
Jesus the Teacher (Gospels)
Jesus the Miracle-Worker (Gospels)

Fall 2020

Jesus the Savior

		

Jesus and the Kingdom (Gospels)
Jesus the Savior (Gospels)
Jesus the Risen King (Gospels)

Winter 2020-21

The Mission Begins

		

The Holy Spirit Comes (Acts; Epistles)
Fundamentals of the Faith (Acts; Epistles)
New Life in Christ (Acts; Epistles)

Spring 2021

The Church United

		

Living Like Jesus (Acts; Hebrews)
The Sent Church (Acts; Epistles)
Don’t Forget (Acts; Epistles)

Summer 2021

All Things New

		

Paul in Prison (Acts; Epistles)
Facing Adversity (Acts; Epistles)
Jesus Will Come Again (Revelation)
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A BETTER WAY
TO ORDER (AND TEACH)
THE GOSPEL PROJECT
Now you can make your group meetings even more interesting and enriching with one easy step. The new
Adults Group Box has everything you need for a great group experience. You save money, and you save time
by only having to order and distribute one item per leader, instead of 13. The Box even includes a Quick
Start Guide that explains how all the items work together:
• 10 Daily Discipleship Guides (CSB)
• 1 Leader Guide (CSB)
• 1 Leader Pack (which includes a variety of visual aids)
• 1 Biblical Illustrator (featuring articles and information on biblical archaeology, customs, and locations)
• 1 Quick Start Guide
• All for $69.99 (17% savings)

Order one Box for each group. (If a group has more than 10 people,
simply add extra Daily Discipleship Guides to the order.)
Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

www.GospelProject.com/Adults
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources
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THE MISSION BEGINS
Unit 28: T
 he Holy Spirit Comes
(Acts; Epistles)
Unit 29: F
 undamentals of the Faith
(Acts; Epistles)
Unit 30: New Life in Christ
(Acts; Epistles)

Coming Up Next
New Studies for Winter 2020-21

WRITERS: Charlie Dates, Charity Dera,

Derwin Gray, Brandon Smith, Afshin Ziafat

Want to use The Gospel Project with other age groups?
Preview The Gospel Project for Kids and Students at GospelProject.com.

Twitter: @Gospel_Project

Facebook: TheGospelProject

Instagram: GospelProject_

CHECK OUT THESE ADDITIONAL STUDY OPTIONS FOR ANY OTHER TIME YOU NEED A BIBLE STUDY.

by Lynn Pryor

Scripture:
Luke 1–9

Spiritual Disciplines

LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible

When Emotions Rise

by Jim Wilson
BibleStudiesForLife.com

Create your own Bible studies
in minutes. Choose from 1,200+
text-based and video-enhanced
studies on more than 400 topics
from all 66 books of the Bible.
Visit the website for a free trial.

WWW.LIFEWAY.COM

SmallGroup.com

FALL 2020
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