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God’s Word to You
A Summary of the Bible

In the beginning, the all-powerful, personal God created the universe.
This God created human beings in His image to live joyfully in His presence,
in humble submission to His gracious authority. But all of us have rebelled
against God and, in consequence, must suffer the punishment of our
rebellion: physical death and the wrath of God.
Thankfully, God initiated a rescue plan, which began with His choosing the
nation of Israel to display His glory in a fallen world. The Bible describes how
God acted mightily on Israel’s behalf, rescuing His people from slavery and
then giving them His holy law. But God’s people—like all of us—failed to
rightly reflect the glory of God.
Then, in the fullness of time, in the Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself
came to renew the world and restore His people. Jesus perfectly obeyed the
law given to Israel. Though innocent, He suffered the consequences of human
rebellion by His death on a cross. But three days later, God raised Him from
the dead.
Now the church of Jesus Christ has been commissioned by God to take the
news of Christ’s work to the world. Empowered by God’s Spirit, the church
calls all people everywhere to repent of sin and to trust in Christ alone for
our forgiveness. Repentance and faith restores our relationship with God and
results in a life of ongoing transformation.
The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will return to this earth as the
conquering King. Only those who live in repentant faith in Christ will
escape God’s judgment and live joyfully in God’s presence for all eternity.
God’s message is the same to all of us: repent and believe, before it is too late.
Confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe with your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, and you will be saved.
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Cover Art Explanation
1. T
 he broken bread recalls the theme of bread in the Gospels: Jesus said He is the
bread of life from heaven (Unit 25, Session 3); Jesus used bread in the Lord’s Supper
to represent His body broken for the salvation of sinners (Unit 26; Session 3); the risen
Jesus was revealed to two disciples in the breaking of the bread (Unit 27; Session 2).
2. The hand with the nail print recalls the crucifixion of Jesus (Unit 26, Session 5).
3. The empty tomb with folded fabric recalls the resurrection of Jesus from the dead
(Unit 27, Session 1).
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All of the Bible points to Christ, which is why The Gospel
Project seeks to study the Bible with an eye to Christ, who
is the focus of divine revelation. And now we’ve arrived at
the volume where all the foretastes and prophecies, all the
shadows pointing forward to the Messiah, come to their
fulfillment. The cross and resurrection of Jesus the King is
the heart of the Bible and the heart of our faith.
In previous volumes, we’ve watched how Jesus proclaimed
and demonstrated the glory of the coming kingdom of God
through His authoritative teaching and amazing miracles.
We’ve heard His teaching and watched His wonders. But
all of those words and actions were building to the greatest
demonstration of God’s glory—Christ’s willingness to die
on the cross in our place for our sins. The perfect Son of
God chose to lay down His life in order to save sinners like
you and me and give us eternal life as adopted sons and
daughters of God.
The good news doesn’t end with the cross, of course. As we
will see, Jesus was raised from the dead and exalted as the
King of kings. After His resurrection, before returning to
the Father, Jesus appeared to His followers and gave them
the Great Commission and promised them the Holy Spirit
to fulfill it. We take part in the story because we trust in
Christ’s salvation and we obey His command to take this
good news to the world. Our prayer for you is that this
volume of The Gospel Project will encourage you to share
the good news of Christ crucified and raised for a world in
need of salvation.
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Unit 25, Session 1

Jesus Tells the
Kingdom Parables

Summary and Goal
From the very beginning, Jesus’ kingdom and kingship challenged
misunderstandings and subverted expectations. While many expected political
speeches, the Lord told stories. These messianic stories continued an ancient Jewish
tradition of telling what are called “parables,” but the parables Jesus told did
something different. They conveyed particular truths about His lordship and His
reign. Like His arrival, the parables do not work the way we customarily expect
things to work. In this session, we will take a look at three of these strange stories—
parables of the kingdom—and see how they communicate important truths about
Christ’s sovereign rule in rather subversive ways.

Session Outline
1. Word of the kingdom of heaven will be sown on different kinds of soils (Matt. 13:1-9).
2. Growth of the kingdom of heaven will permeate the world (Matt. 13:31-33).
3. The worth of the kingdom of heaven will compel the forsaking of all (Matt. 13:44-46).
Background Passage: Matthew 13
Session in a Sentence
Jesus used parables to teach what the kingdom of heaven will be like while we wait
for Christ’s return and His full reign in the world.

Christ Connection
Jesus used parables to describe the nature of God’s kingdom on earth. Word of the
kingdom is sown broadly and will be received differently based on the condition
of one’s heart. For those with hearts of fertile soil, the Word yields extraordinary
fruitfulness, causing the kingdom to grow and extend into all of the world. When
Jesus returns, we will experience the full manifestation of God’s kingdom.
Missional Application
Because we have been given new life through our King, Jesus, we witness to God’s
kingdom and proclaim the message of salvation in Christ to all, knowing that when
the gospel takes root in good ground, it produces bountiful fruit.
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Group Time
Introduction

GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group content found in the
Daily Discipleship Guide is
included in this shaded area
throughout the session.

EXPLAIN: Use the two paragraphs on page 11 in the Daily Discipleship Guide (DDG) to communicate the
analogy between Magic Eye® images and Jesus’ parables: both are difficult to discern at first, but we have to look
at them in the right way.

Have you ever seen one of those Magic Eye® images? You might have encountered a
display of them for sale in a poster shop or at a mall walkway kiosk. The images work
based on some elusive trick of human optics. At first glance, they simply look like an
abstract swirl of colors. No discernible image can be seen. But if you stare at the image
long enough and in the right way, a concrete image of some definition comes through.
Not everyone is able to see this hidden image though. It can be frustrating when others
marvel at the sailboat or the unicorn while all you can see is a whirlpool of neon.
The parables of Jesus work a little like that. At first glance, it can be difficult to discern
what they mean. All we might see is a field, some seeds, or a pearl, but then, when we
look at them the right way, a beautiful picture of the kingdom takes shape.
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
When have you felt like the only one in a group of people not to “get”
something? Why might you have found that experience unsettling? (be
prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start the conversation)

SAY: In Matthew 13, we actually see Jesus telling His disciples that He speaks in parables as much to obscure
the truth from some people as to reveal it. What a provocative thing to say! Jesus, drawing from Isaiah 6, said His
stories were intended, in part, to do that very thing (Matt. 13:10-17). The parables work like the gospel itself: to
some it sounds offensive, harsh, confusing, and maybe even repulsive; to others, however, it sounds like heaven.
SUMMARIZE: From the very beginning, Jesus’ kingdom and kingship challenged misunderstandings and
subverted expectations. While many expected political speeches, the Lord told stories. These messianic stories
continued an ancient Jewish tradition of telling what are called “parables,” but the parables Jesus told did
something different. They conveyed particular truths about His lordship and His reign. Like His arrival, the
parables do not work the way we customarily expect things to work. In this session, we will take a look at three of
these strange stories—parables of the kingdom—and see how they communicate important truths about Christ’s
sovereign rule in rather subversive ways.

Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts,
Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass: ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts.

Unit 25, Session 1
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

7

Point 1: Word of the kingdom of heaven will be sown on
different kinds of soils (Matt. 13:1-9).
READ: Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 13:1-9 (DDG p. 12).

On that day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 Such large
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat down, while the whole
crowd stood on the shore.
3
Then he told them many things in parables, saying, “Consider the sower who
went out to sow. 4 As he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came
and devoured them. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground where it didn’t have much soil,
and it grew up quickly since the soil wasn’t deep. 6 But when the sun came up, it was
scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns,
and the thorns came up and choked it. 8 Still other seed fell on good ground and
produced fruit: some a hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times what was sown.
9
Let anyone who has ears listen.”
1

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 12) to highlight how Jesus’ parable would not make sense to
the seasoned farmer.

Jesus used a lot of agrarian imagery, the common language of the culture, both in
His sermons and in His stories. But He used these images in a different way than
His hearers would have expected. In this parable, for example, the portrait Jesus casts
of a sower throwing seed everywhere, almost willy-nilly, wouldn’t make sense to the
seasoned farmer. But we have to read these stories with spiritual eyes.
• A
 seasoned farmer would do whatever he could to determine which soil was fertile and receptive, or
take steps to make it so. It might take tilling the soil and removing rocks. It might take clearing the
soil of bad plants, weeds, thorns, and other things that would compromise the growth of the crop to be
planted. It might take setting up an irrigation system so what’s planted has access to the water needed for
fruitful growth.
• The sower in Jesus’ parable, however, is just scattering seed far and wide with no thought at all to the
suitability of the soil. Why? Because this isn’t a lesson in agriculture but a spiritual parable about the
kingdom of God.
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
Why are stories so effective at teaching truths? (stories intrigue
audiences and get behind people’s personal defenses; stories can
defy expectations and cause one to ponder the reasons for those
expectations; stories can give tangible examples of truths and morals in
practice; stories have a way of sticking with the reader and hearer)
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 12) to explain what the parable of the soils teaches us
about evangelism and the believer’s responsibility in that task.

Jesus explained this parable to His disciples in Matthew 13:18-23. The seed sown is the
word about the kingdom, or we could say, the gospel. A person’s response to the gospel
depends on the nature of the soil, or the state of his or her heart. The human sower has
no way of knowing which hearts will be receptive and which ones won’t. So the sowing
of the seed—the preaching and sharing of the gospel of Jesus Christ—must be done
anywhere and everywhere because the responsibility for the growth is not our own
but God’s.
• O
 ne thing Jesus does with this parable in particular is remind those of us responsible for sowing to leave
the quality of the soil to Him. We don’t need to change or modify the seed; the gospel is perfect and
powerful in and of itself. We don’t need to test the soil; we cannot control who is stony or thorny and who
isn’t. We are to remain faithful in personal evangelism as we proclaim Christ’s kingdom and leave it to the
Lord in His wisdom to determine the results.
• A
 nother takeaway from this parable is nobody’s conversion is more or less likely than anybody else’s.
Each of us, however we were raised—in church or out, religious or irreligious—was born with a heart
predisposed against the holiness of God. We are, by nature, rebels; we all belong to the category of soils
illustrated by the path, the rocky ground, and the thorns. Indeed, it is sometimes even the most religious
of unbelievers who seem hardest to convert, if only because self-righteousness often can be a more
deceptive inoculation against the gospel than the emptiness of licentious living. But nothing is impossible
for God. He will soften hearts as He pleases through His Spirit, the Word of God, and our prayers. No
soil is too stony; no heart is too dead.
• F
 inally, in this parable, we can see that all of the glory in salvation goes to God alone. If we could test soil
and genetically modify seed to ensure success, we could claim at least partial credit for our ingenuity and
efforts. But instead, we must simply submit to the power of God as we sow the seed everywhere we can,
knowing that God is the One who gives the growth (1 Cor. 3:7). And grow His kingdom He will.
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
Why should believers be encouraged that the growth of the kingdom is
God’s responsibility and not our own? (because that is a responsibility
too big for us; we might be able to change minds with our conversations
but we are unable to change hearts to live by faith; when someone’s
conversion seems impossible, we can know that nothing is impossible
with God; no matter how discouraged we may be in sharing the gospel,
God will bring about fruit through His Word)

Unit 25, Session 1
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Point 2: G
 rowth of the kingdom of heaven will
permeate the world (Matt. 13:31-33).
READ Matthew 13:31-33 (DDG p. 13).

He presented another parable to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It’s the smallest of all the seeds, but
when grown, it’s taller than the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the sky come and nest in its branches.”
33
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a
woman took and mixed into fifty pounds of flour until all of it was leavened.”
31

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 13) to point out that these two parables illuminate for us
the small beginnings of God’s kingdom on earth.

In these parables, Jesus was helping His disciples to see the kingdom of God differently,
to see it in faith. He did not want His followers to despise the day of small beginnings
or to be offended by the unassuming start of His kingdom or its seeming defeat. For
even Christ’s death brought freedom for the captives of sin, and His burial was but
the precursor to His glorious resurrected life and ours. What Jesus was getting at in
the double imagery of a small mustard seed and a little leaven is that the growth of the
kingdom will, in the end, seem utterly unlikely and impossible.
Illustration: It shouldn’t be controversial to claim that Tom Brady is the greatest quarterback ever to play
in the NFL, but it often is. This has more to do with fan loyalties (and hatred outside the New England
states for the Patriots’ dynasty) than it does with on-field accomplishments and stats. Whether you admire,
loathe, or are just ambivalent about Brady, there’s no denying that he wasn’t much to look at when he
started. Drafted in the sixth round of the 2000 NFL draft at number 199 overall, he somehow looked
both gangly and pudgy at the same time. The famous photo from the NFL rookie combine in his shorts
still haunts the memories of the teams that passed on him. He wasn’t fast. He wasn’t nimble. He wasn’t
muscular. He didn’t look like much of anything. Six Super Bowls and a host of individual records later, we
are all reminded of something that still never ceases to surprise us—sometimes very great things have very
unassuming beginnings.
• J esus’ ministry didn’t look like much at first. He didn’t draft religious experts or politicians for His
movement; He chose fishermen and tax collectors—nobodies. His harshest words were for those in power,
and His gentlest for those deemed unreachable and untouchable. This is not how you start a campaign
for world domination, if conventional wisdom is the guide. As Jesus challenged cultural expectations
and people’s religious desires, He nevertheless was ushering in the most powerful force in the universe—
namely, the kingdom of God with Himself as King—through remarkably modest means.
• The beginning of Christ’s ministry did not look like much to so many around Him. Just as it is today,
the true way of Jesus was considered out of step with the world, unfashionable, and “on the wrong side of
history.” But this appraisal is based on a worldly vision for where history is actually going.

10
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 13) to discuss further the meaning of these two parables:
though the kingdom of God starts small, it will be all-encompassing.

A small mustard seed becomes the biggest
tree; a little leaven affects the whole batch
of flour. These parables illustrate that
the kingdom’s growth will not only be
unlikely but all-encompassing. The gospel
of Jesus’ cross and resurrection will be the
down payment, as it were, for the coming
of the new heavens and new earth. What
Christ began in His first coming He
will consummate in His second with the
kingdom of God in its fullness.

Voices from
Church History
“All the Scriptural metaphors
about the death of the seed
that falls into the ground,
about losing one’s life,
about becoming the least
in the kingdom, about the
world’s passing away—all
these go on to something
unspeakably better and
more glorious. Loss and
death are only the preludes
to gain and life.” 1

–Elisabeth Elliot (1926-2015)
• Jesus is giving encouragement that what doesn’t look like
much now will one day be all-encompassing, all-surrounding,
all-prevailing. The kingdom of God is coming through a peasant-Rabbi and His ragtag band of followers.
It is coming in and through the Son of God who took on flesh to wash feet, to touch lepers, even to die.

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 13).
Church and Kingdom: The church’s mission is to witness to God’s kingdom,
proclaiming God’s message of salvation through Christ and demonstrating
the power of the gospel through good works so that others may be brought to
live under God’s reign.

Essential Doctrine “Church and Kingdom”: The church and the kingdom of God are closely related,
though not identical. When the Bible speaks of the kingdom of God, it is referring to the reign of God
in the world. The church is the people of God who live under His loving rule now, anticipating the full
manifestation of God’s kingdom in the future. The church’s mission is to witness to God’s kingdom,
proclaiming God’s message of salvation through Christ and demonstrating the power of the gospel through
good works so that others may be brought to live under God’s reign.
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
How should knowing Christ’s kingdom will prevail affect your viewpoint
on earthly kingdoms? (the kingdoms of this world are temporary and
passing away; earthly kingdoms cannot hold my ultimate allegiance;
believers can endure persecution from earthly kingdoms knowing God
will bring justice for His people; earthly kingdoms that reflect God’s ways
in part are a grace from God, but they are still temporary)

Unit 25, Session 1
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Point 3: T
 he worth of the kingdom of heaven will
compel the forsaking of all (Matt. 13:44-46).
READ Matthew 13:44-46 (DDG p. 14).

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure, buried in a field, that a man found and
reburied. Then in his joy he goes and sells everything he has and buys that field.
45
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls. 46 When
he found one priceless pearl, he went and sold everything he had and bought it.
44

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 14) to emphasize how these two parables portray the
kingdom of heaven as worth trading everything for.

Perhaps the man and the merchant in Jesus’ short parables could represent those who
wear themselves out in the pursuit of what is “better and more.” Then one fateful day,
they find it; they find the one treasure that makes all their previous treasures pale in
comparison. Suddenly, everything they own holds no more value except to be sold to buy
the one thing worth trading everything for. This, Jesus said, is the proper perception of
the kingdom of God.
Illustration: I read recently that a university study found that compulsive shopping afflicts about 6 percent
of women and 5.5 percent of men, making them “shopaholics.” 2 I wonder if those numbers are a little low,
given the staggering amount of credit card debt burying the average American family. Much of that debt, no
doubt, is accounted for by student loans, medical bills, repairs, and otherwise unaffordable “necessities,” but a
significant amount of that debt is also accounted for by the average American’s insatiable desire to buy things
we don’t need. You would think we would learn our lesson at some point—that having the newest, latest,
best, and the most of all never delivers on its promise—but Americans have been trying to keep up with the
Joneses, I suppose, for as long as there have been Joneses in America. The sum total of all this compulsive
consumption is that we owe more money, wear ourselves out chasing income, and never actually encounter
joy. Perhaps the man and the merchant in these kingdom parables were like that until they found the one
thing they knew would bring them joy.
SAY: When we finally discover the one thing worth trading everything for, not a treasure, not a pearl, not a
possession—when we come into the kingdom of God through faith in the Son of God—we see why all our time
pursuing temporary joys and impermanent riches was a colossal waste. True joy, true eternal riches, are found in
Christ alone.
FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 14).
True joy, true eternal riches, are found in Christ alone.

12

Leader Guide
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 14) to establish how Jesus embodied the point of these
parables by giving up everything for the sake of bringing the kingdom to us.

Jesus Himself embodied the point of these parables, not in searching for the kingdom
but in bringing the kingdom to us. He gave up everything because the kingdom of
heaven is worth it. He knew His kingdom must come through His making atonement
for sins and being resurrected for eternal life. Therefore, ushering in the kingdom of
God was worth Jesus giving up His very life. Because of this, then, the kingdom of
heaven is worth our lives as well.
There is a bit of a double meaning in Matthew 13:44-46 as it pertains to the value of the kingdom:
• F
 irst, Jesus was saying the kingdom is more precious than any treasure or experience we could ever know.
The man and the merchant are like the person who has spent his life in the fruitless pursuit of satisfying
the flesh with earthly things. But when the man finds the treasure and the merchant the priceless pearl,
he loses his taste for everything lesser. When people see the beauty of Christ and His kingdom with
spiritual eyes, they begin to lose their desire for the things of this world and worthless idols. Seeing the
all-surpassing glory of Christ prompts believers, figuratively speaking, to sell everything they own and
purchase this inestimable treasure.
• Second, we also see a picture of the Son of God Himself in these parables. In the incarnation, for instance,
the Son of God set aside His divine privileges (though not His divinity itself) to add to Himself the
nature of humanity. In His earthly ministry, Jesus Christ renounced political power and cultural leverage
in order to announce His gospel of the kingdom, illustrated in freedom to the captives, healing to the
sick, joy to the mourners, and provision to the needy. And then Jesus fulfilled the mission for which He
came. He submitted to the torture and anguished death of crucifixion. He gave up what most of us would
consider our own most precious possession—He laid down His life. Why would Jesus do all of this? He
gave up everything because, once again, the kingdom is worth it. When we truly see how valuable Christ’s
blood-bought, Spirit-empowered kingdom is, it becomes our own privilege and joy to count it our most
precious possession, even at the cost of our lives.
INTERACT: Ask group members the following question.
How can Christians live to demonstrate that the kingdom of heaven is
their greatest treasure? (they hold loosely to money and possessions;
they give abundantly for the blessing and benefit of others; they renounce
and deny the desires of the flesh to obey King Jesus; they prioritize the
church and the mission of spreading the gospel to the world; they are
willing to lose their lives for the sake of the gospel of Jesus)

Unit 25, Session 1
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My Mission
EXPLAIN: Our ordinary lives are often filled with experiential pleasures and happiness. There are lots of good
gifts from God that each one of us gets to enjoy in this beautiful world He made. But our ordinary lives can
serve—even through the “good times”—to dull our spiritual senses. Everyday life can deaden our sensitivity to
the things of God. Jesus’ kingdom parables are like smelling salts in this way. They shock us awake—in a good
way—to look beyond our circumstances, to peek behind the curtain, and to see even the good gifts of this world
as essentially nothing compared to the Giver Himself.
READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 15), and encourage group members
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word.

Because we have been given new life
through our King, Jesus, we witness to
God’s kingdom and proclaim the message
of salvation in Christ to all, knowing that
when the gospel takes root in good ground,
it produces bountiful fruit.
•

How will you choose to live
by faith because the kingdom
of heaven is worth more
than anything?

•

W hat are some ways your
group and church can spread
the seed of the gospel anywhere
and everywhere?

•

For whom will you pray and
make plans to share the gospel?

Voices from
Church History
“Mission begins with a kind
of explosion of joy. The
news that the rejected
and crucified Jesus is alive
is something that cannot
possibly be suppressed. It
must be told. Who could
be silent about such a
fact? The mission of the
Church in the pages of the
New Testament is more
like the fallout from a vast
explosion, a radioactive
fallout which is not lethal
but life-giving.” 3
–Lesslie Newbigin
(1909-1998)

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, You are mighty and yet You use what the world perceives to be weak, foolish,
and unimportant for Your glory. Thank You for Your Son, Jesus, who was willing to give everything for our sake
so that we could receive the kingdom of heaven. Help us by the Holy Spirit’s power to proclaim the gospel of the
kingdom to everyone we can so that You might be glorified in the fruit it bears. Amen.
PACK ITEM 3: WORTH IT ALL: Cut out these cards and pass them out to group members to remind them
that the kingdom of heaven is worth sacrificing all we have and all we are.
INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study
devotions in their DDG (pp. 16-18), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 19) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded
upon the foundation of God’s Word.
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Daily Discipleship
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in the
DDG (pp. 16-18) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for themselves.
Encourage One Another (p. 19) will help group members and families fellowship with one
another with purpose.

Daily Study
Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 16-18) will help group members take initiative in
their own discipleship.
• Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.
• Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 1 as a part of point 1 in the
session: Things in the news or in the neighborhood may look bleak, but Christ is
upholding the universe. The proliferation of evil seems inevitable, but Christ’s
church is continuing and will continue to bear fruit.
Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG.
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use:
• Day 2: “When our minds are set constantly on the cares of the world, we can
miss the work of the kingdom in our midst.”
• D
 ay 5: “The truth for today is that Christ plans to redeem everything we see.
He can (and will) take what is ordinary and use it for His own glory.”
Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another
This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 19) will
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.
• Encourage group members to point out in concrete ways characteristics of the
kingdom of heaven that they see in one another’s lives.
• S ee yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith,
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Point 1: Word of the kingdom of heaven will be sown on
different kinds of soils (Matt. 13:1-9).
“Jesus used the parable of the sower and the soil to compare the ways people responded
to His call to enter God’s kingdom and become His followers (13:18-23). Matthew
is careful to include with this parable the explanation that although all hear the same
message of the kingdom, not all respond the same way. Only the person who is fit
for the kingdom ‘hears and understands the word’ (v. 23, HCSB). That disciple will
produce a great bounty for the kingdom. Under the tests of time and endurance, his
profession of faith will be proven genuine.” 4
“The imagery of sower and soil was standard in Jewish circles … Jesus uses this imagery
to illustrate the four types of response people are making to the preaching of God’s
reign. Once one realizes that Jesus is talking about preaching the word, it is not difficult
to see the first three soil samples as involving those in whom that word took no root,
who thus never made any profession of faith; those whose initial commitment proved
superficial and temporary; and those who, while first appearing like true disciples,
demonstrated they could not survive competing demands for their loyalty. The most
unusual feature of the parable is the extraordinary crop produced by the seed that fell
on good soil. A tenfold to twentyfold yield was often considered superior … What
counts is not profession of faith but perseverance in faith. To be sure, all true Christians
will persevere, but only by observing who perseveres can we determine who those true
Christians are. Matthew’s climactic focus, however, remains on the astonishing impact
of those who are faithful.” 5

Point 2: G
 rowth of the kingdom of heaven will
permeate the world (Matt. 13:31-33).
“In the brief parable of the mustard seed, the focus falls on the contrast between the size
of the mustard seed and the mustard shrub (13:31-32). Jesus used this to explain how the
kingdom of God would expand and grow. Mustard seeds are small, and the kingdom
Jesus was initiating appeared just as small and insignificant. But once planted a mustard
seed would grow into a large shrub; so too the kingdom would grow until one day it
would be manifested in all its glory at the second coming of our Lord. Moreover, just
as only those who know that a seed has been planted can detect its presence, so only
those to whom God’s secret has been revealed can recognize the kingdom of heaven in
Jesus’ ministry.” 6
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“Only a pedant would worry about whether there are in fact any smaller seeds or
spores! The mustard plant hardly qualifies as a ‘tree,’ and the term may be a deliberate
exaggeration designed to evoke the echo of Daniel 4:12-21, though some experts claim
that the black mustard (Brassica nigra, grown in Palestine for oil and as a condiment),
normally not more than two meters in height, could sometimes grow to as much as
five meters (others limit it to three!), which puts it well above most ‘vegetables.’ But the
point of the parable does not depend on its botanical accuracy; parables often exaggerate
for effect … The kingdom of heaven (and those who represent and proclaim it) has a
dramatic effect on human society. The wording of this parable is concise: we are not told
how much leaven was used or what was the quantity of leavened bread which resulted,
but the point is that a little leaven has a great effect … The (presumably small) amount
of leaven is able to make it all expand into a huge quantity of bread. The kingdom of
heaven may be initially insignificant, but it is pervasive.” 7

Point 3: T
 he worth of the kingdom of heaven will
compel the forsaking of all (Matt. 13:44-46).
“Through the comparison of a treasure in the field of our hope, Christ points to wealth
that has been covered up, for God is discovered in humanity. In compensation for it, all
the resources of the world are to be sold in order that with the clothing, food and drink
of the needy we may buy the eternal riches of the heavenly treasure. But we must realize
that the treasure was found and hidden, for he who found it could certainly have carried
it off in secret at the time he hid it; and carrying it off, there would have been no need
for him to buy it. But an explanation is needed here as to both the matter concerned
and what was said. Thus the treasure was hidden because it was necessary to buy the
field. The treasure in the field, as we said, signifies Christ in the flesh, who was found
freely. Indeed, the preaching of the Gospels has no strings attached, but the power to
use and own this treasure with the field comes at a price, for heavenly riches are not
possessed without a worldly loss.” 8
“The treasure and the one priceless pearl represent the immeasurable value of the
kingdom. They are worth sacrificing all to attain them. Once the crowd was dismissed
(13:36), Jesus fully explained to His disciples the meaning of these parables. The
discerning (Jewish) disciple, who had been instructed in the kingdom, could now
understand the ways in which Jesus’ teachings were similar or dissimilar to Jewish law.” 9
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