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A Note from William Summey, Publishing Team Leader

KIDS

ENGAGE KIDS IN THE BIBLE WITH !
Reinforce lessons every week with cards containing games, 

Bible facts, and family activities.

range to
bottom edge

Kids

JESUS HEALED THE 

OFFICIAL’S SON
John 4:46-54

Younger Preschool: Jesus 

helped people because He 

loved them.

Middle Preschool: Jesus 

healed sick people.

Older Preschool: Jesus 

performed miracles.

Parents, today's 

lesson focus 

was from 

JESUS 

category of 

the Levels 

of Biblical 

Learning. Each 

child learned at 

the level that's 

right for them! 

For more about 

LOBL, go to 

www.lifeway.

com/LOBL

HEAD

TextJesus helped the man’s son. Jesus could do things no one else could do. Jesus loves people. Jesus loves you and your family. Thank God for Jesus.

TRACE 
THE 

LETTERS 
WITH 
YOUR 

FINGER.

lifeway.com/biblestudiesforlife • 800.458.2772
ORDER TODAY.

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

Available 
for

 preschoolers 
and kids.

JESUS HEALED THE OFFICIAL’S SON
John 4:46-54

Younger Kids: Jesus restored life.
Middle Kids: Jesus performed miracles through the power of God.

Older Kids: Jesus performed miracles because He is God’s Son.

Parents, today's 

lesson focus was 

from JESUS

category of the 

Levels of Biblical 

Learning. Each child 
learned at the level 
that's right for them! 
For more about 

LOBL, go to www.

lifeway.com/LOBL

Answer: miracle

READ THESE CLUES. WHAT IS THE WORD? 
 This is an unusual event or happening.
  This is something that only God or Jesus 
can do.

  Examples are healing blind people, 
walking on water, stopping a storm, and 
raising a dead person.

JESUS DID MIRACLES IN GOD’S POWER. JESUS IS THE ONLY SON OF GOD. SING A PRAISE SONG TO JESUS

Something about summer tends to recharge kids. After a long 
school year or time inside because of cooler weather, playing 
outside is once again a normal part of the week for kids in my area. 
Their energy is exciting to watch!

Throughout these summer months, kids and preschoolers will 
hear some basic biblical concepts. They will learn how we worship 
God, why we strive to make good choices, and that we are all 

created in God’s image. As vacation and camps take over families’ schedules, you may notice fewer faces in 
your group. At the same time you may welcome new faces to your group as kids from out of town visit family 
members. Our team prays that you will have many opportunities to demonstrate the love of Christ to every child 
you teach. 

As you prepare, consider how God has worked in your life. How have you expressed your gratefulness 
and praise to God through worship? When has God helped you make a choice that you might not have made 
otherwise? How have you connected with the Lord through seeing and enjoying His creation? 

We are thankful for you and your willingness to serve. We know that God is doing His mighty work through 
you and pray that this resource helps you share the good news of Jesus with children week after week. 

Blessings,
William Summey

https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005786493
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DOUBLE YOUR DISCIPLESHIP 
EFFORTS WITH THE COMBO PACK!

Bible Studies for Life: Kids Combo Packs are comprised of Activity Pages and Take-Home 

Cards. Activity Pages engage kids in class and provide parents with conversation topics about 

the weekly Bible study content. Take-Home Cards include Bible facts, games, and family 

activities to help parents lead the way in family discipleship.

ORDER COMBO PACKS TODAY!
BIBLESTUDIESFORLIFE.COM/KIDS • 800.458.2772
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UNIT  1
SESSION 1

Jesus Healed the Official’s Son

Start with the first 
1

Jes  and print those letters on the line.  

Then write the letters from the second 
2

usp  and keep going.  

After you write all the letters, draw lines between the  

letters to discover the words of the message.

Look up these verses  

to find what the Bible says about  

God’s power to heal.

BY THE NUMBERS

Jesus has    over physical sickness, like today’s Bible story 

shows, and Jesus has    over the spiritual sickness all  

people have. That is sin. Just like Jesus physically healed the 

official’s son,  Jesus can spiritually heal people from their sin. 

Sin separates people from God and deserves God’s punishment 

of death. Jesus took that punishment when He died on the cross. 

Jesus showed His    over sin when He rose from the dead.  

By responding to Jesus in faith, God can forgive your sin and  

give you new life in Jesus.

Healing Words

Gospel Power

1 Peter 2:24     ____________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________

Psalm 147:3     ____________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________

Psalm 103:2-3 ____________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________

UNIT VERSE

This Jesus of Nazareth was  

a man attested to you by  

God with miracles, wonders,  

and signs that God  

did among you through him.

ACTS 2:22 CSB

B I BL E  ST U DI ES  FOR  L I F E  GR A DES  3–4   3

Jesus Healed the Official’s Son 
JOHN 4: 46-54

Jesus traveled to Cana, the town where He 
had done His first miracle when He turned 
water into wine at a wedding.

A royal official heard that Jesus was 
in Cana. The official’s son was very 
sick, so he traveled several miles 
from Capernaum to Cana. The official 
pleaded with Jesus. “Come and heal my 
son! He is about to die!” 

Jesus said, “Unless you see signs 
and wonders, you will not believe 
in Me.”

The official did not give up. “Sir, please come down before my 
boy dies!”

“Go. Your son will live,” Jesus promised. The royal official believed 
Jesus and left.

As the official traveled home, his servants met him with great news—
his son was alive! The official asked, “What time did he get better?” 

“His fever broke yesterday at one in the afternoon,” they replied.
The official remembered that was the exact moment when Jesus 

had told him, “Your son will live!” The official put his trust in Jesus, and 
because of the official’s faith, everyone in his household believed in 
Jesus, too.

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: Acts 2:22

LIFE POINT: Jesus has power over sickness.

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Acts 2:22

Monday: Philippians 4:19
Tuesday: Revelation 21:4
Wednesday: Psalm 30:2
Thursday: Isaiah 40:29
Friday: Matthew 10:1
Saturday: Psalm 147:3

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
Parents, today your child 
learned that Jesus has power 
over sickness. When an official 
in the royal court came and 
pleaded for his son’s life, 
Jesus responded by healing 
him from afar.

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

Jesus performed miracles 
through the power of God.

 LIVE IT OUT
Share with your child that 
Jesus can heal people 
because He has power over 
sickness. Help your child list 
people who are ill. Choose 
one or two to visit, send a 
card, or call.

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out the Jesus Healed 
the Official's Son section of the Bible Studies 
for Life: Kids Family App.

UNIT 1. SESSION 1

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

JESUS HEALED THE 
OFFICIAL’S SON

John 4:46-54

Younger Kids: Jesus restored life.

Middle Kids: Jesus performed 
miracles through the power of 
God.

Older Kids: Jesus performed 
miracles because He is God’s 
Son.

Parents, today's 

lesson focus was 

from JESUS

category of the 

Levels of Biblical 

Learning. Each child 

learned at the level 

that's right for them!   

For more about 

LOBL, go to www.

lifeway.com/LOBL

Answer: miracle

READ THESE CLUES. WHAT IS THE WORD?  This is an unusual event or happening.  This is something that only God or Jesus can do.

  Examples are healing blind people, walking on water, stopping a storm, and raising a dead person.

JESUS DID MIRACLES IN GOD’S POWER. JESUS IS 
THE ONLY SON OF GOD. SING A PRAISE SONG TO JESUS

Save $2.00
per kid!

Bible Studies for Life: KidsCombo Pack
$3.60

KIDS

https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=Bible%20studies%20for%20life%20kids%20combo%20packs
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=Bible%20studies%20for%20life%20kids%20combo%20packs
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B I B L E  S T U D I E S  F O R  L I F E  K I N D E R G A R T E N

UNIT 1. WorshIpINg god
Suggested for the week of

June 7 SESSION 1: Samuel in the Tabernacle ...........................................8

June 14 SESSION 2: The People Sang .........................................................12

June 21 SESSION 3: People Prayed for Peter ............................................16

June 28 SESSION 4: The Antioch Church Helped .................................. 20

UNIT 2. MakINg ChoICes
Suggested for the week of

July 5 SESSION 1: Gideon Obeyed God ................................................ 26

July 12 SESSION 2: Isaac Was Kind ........................................................... 30

July 19 SESSION 3: Mary Showed Love to Jesus ..................................34

July 26 SESSION 4: Jesus Answered the Ruler’s Question ................38

UNIT 3. IN The begINNINg
Suggested for the week of

August 2 SESSION 1: God Created the World .............................................44

August 9 SESSION 2: God Created Animals ...............................................48

August 16 SESSION 3: God Created People ................................................ 52

August 23 SESSION 4: God Planned for Families ....................................... 56

August 30 SESSION 5: Joseph Loved His Brothers ................................... 60

                      BONUS TEACHING HOUR .............................................. BTH-1–32

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE
Kindergarten Leader Guide
Summer 2020 • Volume 7 • Number 4
 
William Summey
Publishing Team Leader

R. Scott Wiley
Content Editor 
 
Landry Holmes
Manager, Kids Ministry Publishing
 
Jana Magruder
Director, LifeWay Kids
 
 
Send questions/comments to
Publishing Team Leader by email to 
william.summey@lifeway.com or mail to
Publishing Team Leader
Bible Studies for Life 
Kindergarten Leader Guide 
One LifeWay Plaza
Nashville, TN 37234
Or make comments on the web at 
lifeway.com.

Bible Studies for Life Kindergarten Leader 
Guide (ISSN Pending; Item Number 
005075161) is published quarterly by 
LifeWay, One LifeWay Plaza, Nashville, TN 
37234, Ben Mandrell, President.

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources.

Printed in the United States of America.

Note: Your church has permission to 
photocopy the Bonus Teaching Hour 
weekly teaching plans (see pp. BTH-
1–32).

For ordering or inquiries, visit 
lifeway.com, or write LifeWay Resources 
Customer Service, One LifeWay Plaza, 
Nashville, TN 37234. For bulk shipments 
mailed quarterly to one address, 
email orderentry@lifeway.com, fax 
615.251.5933, or write to the above 
address.

The Bible stories printed in this magazine 
are based on Scripture and are written in 
words children can understand.

We believe that the Bible has God for  
its author; salvation for its end; and  
truth, without any mixture of error, for  
its matter and that all Scripture is  
totally true and trustworthy. To review  
LifeWay’s doctrinal guideline, please visit  
lifeway.com/doctrinalguideline.

Levels of Biblical Learning® is a 
registered trademark of LifeWay.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  K i n d e r g a r t e n   3



Where Can I

FIND???

CARDS 

TAKE-HOME CARDS
Help preschoolers connect each session 
at home with the Take-Home Cards for 
preschoolers. Encourage parents to use  
the cards to reinforce and review the Bible 
study during the week.

WORSHIP 

Worship is an add-on hour of 
worship and missions videos, small 
group activities, and large group 
worship. These exciting sessions for 
preschoolers follow the same Bible 
Studies for Life Preschool outlines and 
topics. Adapt the sessions to fit the 
needs of your preschoolers and your 
session times.

WORSHIP VIDEOS

DVD
Preschool Worship 

Digital
Preschool Worship Digital

PRINTABLES, MUSIC, 
AND VIDEOS

PRINTABLES (CD ITEMS) 
and MUSIC (SONGS)

Enhanced CD
Preschool Enhanced CD
OR as part of Quick Start Kits

Digital
Preschool Music and Print Extras
OR as part of the Digital Bundles

Web
Age-level Printables also are 
available at biblestudiesforlife.
com/kidshelps.

VIDEOS

DVD 
Preschool Life Action DVD
OR as part of Quick Start Kits

Digital
Preschool Life Action Videos
OR as part of the Digital Bundles

POSTCARDS
Postcards are available for purchase on 
biblestudiesforlife.com/kids. Each quarter has one 
card to go along with each unit.

Use the postcards to help you keep in contact with 
preschoolers and their parents (caregivers) in your 
ministry. 

4

https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=006110392
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=006110390
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005573437
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005573438
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005675120
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005675021
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005786493
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=bible%20studies%20for%20life%20kids%20postcards
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-kids/


EXTRAS FOR TEACHING PREP

OVERVIEW VIDEOS ON MINISTRY GRID
Each week Bible Studies for Life: Kids features a FREE 
overview video on our training tool–Ministry Grid. Visit 
ministrygrid.com/bsfl.

BLOG
Each week biblestudiesforlife.com/kidshelps gives an extra 
preschool activity PLUS a social media plan you can post on 
your ministry’s social media accounts. 

APPS

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE
The Bible Studies for Life app 
is now part of the LifeWay Kids 
app.

Download the LifeWay: Kids 
app and then open 
the current quarter of 
study. All the content 
is FREE!

The app is great  
for parents and  
preschoolers at 
home!

LEVELS OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING® 
Bible Studies for Life: Kids is 
built on an age-appropriate 
discipleship plan called the 
Levels of Biblical Learning. 

Access this plan for FREE 
inside the LifeWay Kids app.

CONNECT WITH US AND EACH OTHER!

ON FACEBOOK? Want to be a part of our Bible Studies for Life: Kids community?
• Check out facebook.com/biblestudiesforlifekids.
• Click on “Community” and answer three questions to join.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? 
• Email: william.summey@lifeway.com
• Paper Mail: LifeWay, c/o William Summey, One LifeWay Plaza, Nashville, TN 37234

EXTRAS!

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  K i n d e r g a r t e n   5

https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-kids/
https://ministrygrid.com/
https://www.lifeway.com/en/special-emphasis/levels-of-biblical-learning?intcmp=SRDR-biblical-levels-of-learning
https://www.facebook.com/biblestudiesforlifekids


CHURCH

The church is people who gather 
to learn about God and Jesus  

from the Bible.

People at church worship by 
praying, giving, singing, reading 

the Bible, and learning more about 
God and Jesus.

The church provides ways for 
people to help others.

Welcome to another unit of Bible Studies for Life! 

As you prepare to teach preschoolers each week, we pray 

that the Levels of Biblical Learning serve you in helping 

preschoolers learn weekly biblical concepts. While you 

watch them grow, use these statements to 

help the preschoolers understand the world God 
designed for US!

Throughout this unit, preschoolers will learn about the 

church. We want preschoolers to know that people 

can learn about God and Jesus at church. They can learn 

that people can pray, sing, give, and read 
the Bible at church to learn more about God. 

Preschoolers can know that people at church will 

help them and others. They can also learn that they can 

be helpers at church, too! 

We pray you enjoy teaching preschoolers about the 

church this summer!

6     



Tonya O’Guinn: Tonya wrote the sessions for Unit 1. She teaches kindergarten 
through second grade for Sunday School and Children’s Church. Tonya is a member 
of the Love Fellowship Baptist Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

GOD
Worshiping 

Session 1

SAMUEL IN THE 
TABERNACLE

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
The church is people 
who gather to learn 

about God and 
Jesus from the Bible.

Scripture Reference
1 Samuel 1:24-28; 

2:18-26; 3 

Weekly  
Bible Verse

I will teach you  
the way to go.  

Psalm 32:8

Unit Verse
Psalm 95:6

Life Point
People at church 
learn about God.

Suggested  
Week of Use

June 7

Session 2

THE PEOPLE 
SANG

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
People at church 

worship by  
praying, giving, 

singing, reading the 
Bible, and learning 

more about God 
and Jesus.

Scripture Reference
Ezra 2:68–3:13

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Come, let us 
worship God.  
Psalm 95:6

Unit Verse
Psalm 95:6

Life Point
People at church 

sing and thank God.

Suggested  
Week of Use

June 14

Session 3

PEOPLE PRAYED 
FOR PETER

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
People at church 

worship by  
praying, giving, 

singing, reading the 
Bible, and learning 

more about God 
and Jesus.

Scripture Reference
Acts 12:1-19

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Pray for one 
another. James 5:16

Unit Verse
Psalm 95:6

Life Point
People at church 
pray for others.

Suggested  
Week of Use

June 21

Session 4

THE ANTIOCH 
CHURCH HELPED

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
The church provides 
ways for people to 

help others.

Scripture Reference
Acts 11:19-30

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Help one another in 
love. Galatians 5:13

Unit Verse
Psalm 95:6

Life Point
People at church 

give and help others.

Suggested  
Week of Use

June 28

Unit 1. At a Glance

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  K i n d e r g a r t e n   7



LIFE POINT
People at  

church learn 
about God.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

How many times have wives told their husbands: “You’re not listening to 
me” to which many husbands reply: “I heard you”? Conversations between 
parents and kids echo these same words. Hearing? Listening? What’s the 
difference? Hearing is “perceiving with the ear the sound someone or 
something makes” while listening is “giving attention to a sound.” To be 
honest, everyone wants someone to listen—to give attention—to the words 
he or she speaks.

God also wants people to listen to Him and not merely hear or casually 
acknowledge that He has said something. He is the God of the universe, and 
anything and everything He says is important. People can learn so much if 
they take the time to actually listen to God. 

For instance, consider how God spoke to Samuel. On the night that God 
called Samuel, he heard something but mistook God’s call for Eli calling him. 
Three times this happened before Eli realized that God was calling Samuel. 
When God spoke the fourth time, Samuel responded that he was God’s 
servant who was ready to listen. Because Samuel was willing to listen, he 
became God’s prophet and went on to do great things for Him.

Although it took Samuel four times to recognize the voice of God, Samuel 
responded with eagerness to listen. Are you listening for God’s voice? God 
loves a servant attitude. What adjustments can you make in order to hear 
from and listen to God?

This account of Samuel informs us that he “grew in stature and in favor 
with the Lord and with people.” This foreshadows Jesus who “increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and with people” (Luke 2:52). How 
can you help the kids in your group understand that growing in a relationship 
with God begins by listening to Him as they pray and read the Bible?

SAMUEL IN THE TABERNACLE

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
The church is people who 
gather to learn about God 
and Jesus from the Bible.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
1 Samuel 1:24-28;  
2:18-26; 3

WEEKLY VERSE
I will teach you the way to 
go. Psalm 32:8

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
June 7

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.8     U n i t  1 ,  S e s s i o n  1

http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife


 › Pack Items 1, 4, 7, 8, 9: 
“Unit 1 Banner,”  
“Psalm 95:6,” “Word 
Cards” (worship), “Unit 1 
Weekly Verses”  
(Psalm 32:8), “Review 
Cube”

 › Teaching Picture 1

 › Music

 › Videos

SAMUEL IN THE TABERNACLE
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Transition to group time. Play “He Is G-O-D” and sing with the boys and 
girls. Thank God that we can come to church and learn about Him. 
 ʹ Learn the Weekly Verse. Display the verse and say it with the kids. 
Divide the children into two groups. Let one group say the first part of 
the verse and the other group say the second part. Repeat a few times. 
Switch groups and repeat the verse again. Say the verse together.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Explain to the children that the tabernacle in Bible 
times is like the church today. Open the Bible to 1 Samuel and tell the 
Bible story in your own words as you hold the Bible open on your lap.

SAMUEL IN THE TABERNACLE
—Based on 1 Samuel 1:24-28; 2:18-26; 3

Samuel’s mother prayed for Samuel before he was born. In her prayer 
she wanted Samuel to work for God. Samuel was a very young boy 
when his mother took him to the tabernacle in Shiloh. 

Samuel’s mother came to see him every year and brought him a 
new robe when she would visit. Samuel continued to grow, and God 
was pleased with him. The people of Israel also liked Samuel.

One night when Samuel was lying down to sleep in the tabernacle, 
God called his name, “Samuel!” Samuel thought that Eli was calling 
him. God called to Samuel three times. The fourth time God called 
him, Eli the priest helped Samuel to know that God was calling him. 
God had some important things to tell Samuel.

Samuel became a prophet and told the people what God wanted 
them to know. He continued to grow and learn about God. All the 
people knew that Samuel was a prophet because he said God’s words.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Display the Teaching Picture. Talk about what is 
shown in the picture. Allow each child to toss the “Review Cube.” Read 
the questions on the cube and encourage the children to answer. Tell 
the kids that people can learn about God at church. Mention that Samuel 
learned about God by listening to Eli. Ask kindergartners to name 
people at your church who tell them about God.
 ʹ Talk about worship. Open the Bible to Psalm 95:6 and point to the verse 
in the Bible. Read the Unit Verse and show the words on the poster. 
Lead kids to say the verse with you. Use the word card for worship and 
talk about it with the children. 
 ʹ Pray and sing. Pray and thank God that people can learn about Him at 
church. Invite the children to sing “This Is Church.” 
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “Samuel in the Tabernacle” video. Remind the 
kindergartners that the church is people who gather together to learn 
about God and Jesus from the Bible. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  K i n d e r g a r t e n   9



SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Items 8, 10: 
“Unit 1 Weekly Verses” 
(Psalm 32:8), “Church 
Window Template” 

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Bible, assorted colors of 
craft tissue paper, glue 
sticks, crayons

 › Pack Item 11: “Church 
Buildings”

 › Bible, blocks, pieces  
of cardboard

 › Teaching Picture 1

 › Plastic wading pool, 
sand, small toy shovels, 
magnetic letters or foam 
letters, index cards with 
words God, church, learn

 › Bibles, simple present-
day dress-up clothes, 
chairs

Optional: Invite a 
church staff person to 
visit briefly and talk with 
the kids.

MAKE A COLORED GLASS WINDOW
Before the session, tear the tissue paper into small pieces. Make a copy of 
“Church Window Template” for each child.

 ʹ Help the kids complete the Kids Activity Page.
 ʹ Distribute a window picture to each child. Encourage the kids to 
decorate their windows. Comment that some church buildings have 
colored windows.
 ʹ As the children work, open the Bible and talk about the Bible story. 
Explain that Samuel learned about God at the tabernacle. Tell the 
children that they can learn about God when they come to church.
 ʹ Mention the Weekly Verse: I will teach you the way to go. (Psalm 32:8)   
Remind the kids that God uses teachers and pastors at church to help 
them learn about Him. Say that people at church learn about God.
 ʹ Ask volunteers to tell about things they have learned at church. (art)

BUILD A CHURCH
Display the pictures of church buildings near the blocks. 

 ʹ Call attention to the pictures of church buildings. Talk about the pictures 
and ask the kids if any of the buildings look like your church building.
 ʹ Suggest the kids work together to build a church. 
 ʹ Open the Bible and tell the story. Explain that in the story, the place 
people worshiped was called the tabernacle. 
 ʹ Mention that the people in Bible times learned about God at the 
tabernacle and people at church today learn about God. (blocks)

FIND HIDDEN LETTERS 
Place the sand in the pool and hide the letters that spell God, church and 
learn in the sand.

 ʹ Point to the Teaching Picture. Talk about the Bible story. 
 ʹ Lead the children as they find letters in the sand and spell the words 
written on the cards. 
 ʹ Talk about how the words relate to the story. 
 ʹ Mention the Life Point: People at church learn about God. Remind them 
that Samuel learned about God at the tabernacle.  
 ʹ Sing “This Is Church.” (nature)

PLAY OUT CHURCH 
Arrange chairs in rows. 

 ʹ Invite the kids to put on the clothes. Say that the church is people who 
gather to learn about God and Jesus.
 ʹ Encourage the children to greet one another and gather in the chairs. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Ask the kids to name things that people do at church. 
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LIFE POINT People at church learn about God.

 › Music 

 › Cardboard paper towel 
tubes, glue, shiny gift 
wrapping paper, scissors

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Poland” 

 › Bible, construction 
paper, markers, crayons, 
pencils

 › Pack Item 15: “Let’s Go 
to Church Game”

 › Printables: “Samuel in 
the Tabernacle” Coloring 
Page

 › Crayons or markers, 
numbered cube, buttons

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

 › Music

 ʹ Open the Bible to Psalm 32:8. Say the Weekly Verse together. 
 ʹ Explain that people at church learn about God and Jesus. (dramatic play) 

SING TOGETHER
Cut the wrapping paper into strips. Place glue on the tables.

 ʹ Distribute a paper towel tube and wrapping paper strips to each child. 
Assist the kids as they wrap the tubes and glue the strips.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Remind the children that people learn about 
God at church. 
 ʹ Say the Unit Verse. Comment that learning about God is one way people 
can worship Him. 
 ʹ Play music. Encourage the kids to move to the music or tap their tubes 
on the floor with the beat of the music. (music)

WRITE NOTES
Print and display signs that say “Thank you!”; “We love you!”; “Jesus  
loves you!” 

 ʹ Read each sign to the kindergartners.
 ʹ Suggest that the kids write the phrases and draw pictures on the paper.  
 ʹ As the kids work, tell the Bible story. Remind them that Samuel learned 
about God at the tabernacle.
 ʹ Display and talk about the Unit 1 missions pictures. Tell the children that 
people in churches around the world learn about God and Jesus. Tell 
them that missionaries teach people in other places about God and 
Jesus from the Bible. 
 ʹ Talk about kids in Poland. Say that these kids need to learn about God.
 ʹ Pray and thank God for sending missionaries to teach people in Poland. 
(writing)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the coloring sheet for each child. 

 ʹ Lead kids to color the page. Talk about the Bible story as children work.
 ʹ When the children finish coloring the page, lead them to play the game 
(as individuals or in teams). Move through the game and talk about 
things that churches do.
 ʹ Tell the kids that people at church learn about God. Ask the kids to tell 
things they have learned at church.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Guide the boys and girls to help clean up the room. Play music as the 
kids work. Thank the kids for their help in putting away materials.
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LIFE POINT
People at  

church sing  
and thank God.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Buildings such as the White House of the United States, Notre Dame 
Cathedral of France, The Royal Exchange of London, Frauenkirche Church 
of Germany, Twin Towers of New York City, and Gran Teatre del Liceu of 
Barcelona are famous for more than one reason: construction, destruction, 
and rebuilding. 

Centuries earlier, Solomon built a temple that lasted about 400 years. The 
Babylonians destroyed the beautiful temple in 586 BC when they captured 
the Israelites and took them into exile. About 70 years later, at the mercy of 
their Persian conquerors, the Israelites were allowed to return home where 
they found the ruins of the temple. They rebuilt on the same site with a 
volunteer construction team. The people gave offerings of gold, silver, and 
even “priestly garments” toward the building of the second temple. Before 
they laid the foundation for the new temple, they built the altar. Almost 
immediately, they began making sacrifices to the Lord as they observed the 
Jewish rituals. 

Volunteers, priests, and Levites participated in laying the foundation of the 
temple. This was a time of rejoicing. The laying of the temple foundation 
was cause for praise and thanksgiving to God. When the people saw the 
foundation completed, some rejoiced and some wept. Those who wept 
recalled the place of worship they remembered from years past. 

This holy place would be known as Herod’s temple, due to his first-century 
expansion, until the Romans destroyed it in AD 70. Now all that remains of the 
temple is a retaining wall, the Wailing Wall, as Gentiles call it.

The Israelites celebrated by singing and playing instruments to praise God. 
How are you using your God-given voice and musical talents to worship, 
honor, praise, and thank Him?

How can you help your kids understand that the reason for singing and 
playing instruments in church is to worship, honor, praise, and thank God? 
What will you do to help them understand that the words they sing matter, 
and even more than their voices, God cares about their hearts?

THE PEOPLE SANG

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People at church worship 
by praying, giving, singing, 
reading the Bible, and 
learning more about God 
and Jesus.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Ezra 2:68–3:13

WEEKLY VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
June 14

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.12     U n i t  1 ,  S e s s i o n  2
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 › Pack Items 1, 4: 
“Unit 1 Banner,”  
“Psalm 95:6” 

 › Teaching Picture 2

 › Music

 › Videos

THE PEOPLE SANG
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Transition to group time. Lead the children to form a circle. Ask for 
volunteers to tell about things they have learned at church. Mention that 
people at church can learn about God and can sing to Him and thank 
Him. Sing “This Is Church” with the boys and girls.
 ʹ Pray. Tell the children that they can pray and thank God for many things. 
Ask if any volunteers want to pray. Thank God for the boys and girls 
coming to church today. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Explain to the children that the people celebrated 
when the temple was repaired. Tell kids that the temple was a place to 
worship God like a church building is a place to worship God. Open the 
Bible to Ezra and tell the Bible story in your own words as you hold the 
Bible open on your lap.

THE PEOPLE SANG
—Based on Ezra 2:68–3:13

God’s temple in Jerusalem needed to be rebuilt. People gave money 
for building the temple and making clothes for the priests.

Zerubbabel and some other men led the people to build the altar 
first. According to God’s law, the priests took the people’s offerings and 
burned them on the altar to worship God. These offerings were called 
sacrifices. The priests made sacrifices every morning and evening.

The people celebrated special festivals and gave more offerings. 
Zerubbabel and the other men led the workers to build the temple 
foundation. The foundation would hold up the temple building.

When the foundation was complete, the priests dressed in their 
special clothes and held trumpets. Others held cymbals as they 
all began to praise and thank God. They said, “For He is good; His 
faithful love to Israel lasts forever.” 

Some of the older people cried when they saw the foundation of 
the new temple. Other people celebrated with great shouts of praise. 
The joyful shouting was so loud that people from far away heard the 
people praising God.

 ʹ Review. Display the Teaching Picture. Say “I spy …”, and name 
something in the picture. Invite volunteers to identify it and tell how it 
was part of the Bible story. Repeat for different objects in the picture.
 ʹ Learn the Weekly Verse. Say Psalm 95:6: “Come, let us worship God.” 
Show the kids where the verse is found in the Bible. Tell the kids to say 
the verse in a high voice, then in a low voice. Say it in a normal voice. 
Say it in a loud voice. Remind them that the people praised God loudly.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “The People Sang” video. Talk about different ways 
that people worship God such as praying, giving, singing, and reading 
the Bible. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Item 4:  
“Psalm 95:6”

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Music, rhythm 
instruments, pencils

 › Teaching Picture 2

 › Pack Items 9, 11: 
“Review Cube,” “Church 
Buildings”

 › Bible, paper, crayons, 
markers

 › Pack Item 12: “Coin 
Patterns”

 › Bible, scissors, assorted 
coins

 › Pack Items 1, 7: “Unit 1 
Banner,” “Word Cards” 
(worship)

 › Bible, paper, pencils, 
crayons, markers, gel 
pens, colored pencils

PLAY INSTRUMENTS
 ʹ Guide the kindergartners as they complete the Kids Activity Page.
 ʹ Display and say Psalm 95:6. Mention the Bible story. Ask the kids to 
recall the instruments that the priests used to praise and thank God.
 ʹ Play “People at Church.” Encourage the boys and girls to play instruments 
with the song. 
 ʹ Say the Life Point: “People at church sing and thank God.” 
 ʹ Comment that people in church use instruments as they sing and thank 
God. Ask them to name instruments people play at your church.
 ʹ Play other songs and allow the children to march around the room. (music)

DRAW A PICTURE
 ʹ Look at the pictures of church buildings. Talk about how the buildings 
are alike and different. 
 ʹ Say that people at church worship by praying, giving, singing, reading 
the Bible, and learning more about God and Jesus. 
 ʹ Distribute paper. Encourage the kids to draw a picture of people 
worshiping at church. As the boys and girls work, open the Bible and 
talk about the story. Look at the Teaching Picture.
 ʹ Invite volunteers to toss the “Review Cube” and answer questions about 
the Bible story. Remind the children that the people in the story sang 
and thanked God at the temple and today we sing about God at church.
 ʹ Encourage the kids to talk about their pictures. (art)

MAKE COIN PATTERNS
Cut apart the pattern strips. Spread the coins on a flat surface.

 ʹ Encourage the boys and girls to create patterns with the coins. They can 
place coins on top of the strips or make patterns underneath the strips.
 ʹ Open the Bible and talk about the story. Mention that the people gave 
money to rebuild the temple. 
 ʹ Lead the kindergartners to recall what the people did when the 
foundation was completed. Say the Life Point.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Psalm 95:6 and say the Bible verse. Remark that 
worshiping God includes singing, praying, and giving. (puzzles) 

WRITE WORDS
 ʹ Say the Life Point with the kindergartners. Mention that people can 
thank God by singing to Him. 
 ʹ Say that singing and thanking God is worship. Show the word card and 
spell the word together.
 ʹ Distribute paper and writing items. Encourage the kids to print the word 
worship. Display the banner and encourage them to write the Bible 
verse or the words Worshiping God.  
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LIFE POINT People at church sing and thank God.

 › Pack Item 8: “Unit 
1 Weekly Verses” 
(Psalm 95:6)

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Poland” 

 › Paper plates, markers

 › Bible, wooden blocks, 
paper cups, wide craft 
sticks, other building 
items, small box

 › Printables: “The People 
Sang” Coloring Page

 › Watercolors, brushes, 
cups of water, painting 
smocks

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

 › Music

 ʹ Suggest the kids write words to thank God for the church, the Bible, or 
other things.  
 ʹ Help a child open the Bible to the Book of Ezra. Remind the children that 
the people in the Bible story sang to God and thanked Him. (writing)

PLAY A VERSE GAME
Print the words of Psalm 95:6 on two sets of paper plates, each plate 
containing a single word or the reference. 

 ʹ Display the Weekly Verse and say it with the children. Talk about the 
verse with the kids and then turn it facedown.
 ʹ Form two groups. Arrange the plates in random order on a table and 
invite the groups to assemble the verse.
 ʹ Say the verse together again when the groups are finished.
 ʹ Show the kids the missions pictures. Talk about the Family Camps 
in Poland. Say that families from Oklahoma and families from Poland 
worshiped God together.
 ʹ Say the Life Point.
 ʹ Mix the two sets of plates and lay all the plates facedown on the floor. 
Guide one child from each group to turn over a plate. When the plates 
match, remove them from the game. Continue until all matches are 
found. (games)

BUILD A FOUNDATION
 ʹ Challenge the kindergartners to use the materials to build a foundation 
on which the small box can stand. Encourage them to use their own 
ideas as they work.
 ʹ Open the Bible and tell the Bible story. Point to the word foundation (or 
related word) in the Bible passage.
 ʹ Remind kids that people praised God as the priests played instruments.
 ʹ Say the Life Point with the kids: “People at church sing and thank God.”
 ʹ Lead children to talk about their experiences singing at church. (blocks)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the coloring sheet for each child.

 ʹ Lead kids to paint the page. Talk about the Bible story as children work.
 ʹ If circumstances permit, take a quiet walk down the hall or around the 
church. Lead kids to listen for music, singing, or instruments playing.
 ʹ Say the Life Point.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “God Is Good Medley” and encourage the kids to help clean up the 
room. Thank boys and girls for their help.
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LIFE POINT
People at church 
pray for others.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

God invites people into conversation with Him. God loves us and wants a 
relationship with us. He created prayer as a line of communication between 
Himself and us. What an incredible privilege it is to converse with the Creator 
of the universe! All we have to do is engage in the conversation!

Throughout the Book of Acts, Luke recorded how believers and the early 
church experienced the power of prayer. One instance occurred when the 
apostles were under attack. King Herod had killed James and arrested Peter, 
who remained in prison during a Jewish feast. He was heavily guarded, 
watched by soldiers around the clock. Peter would likely meet the fate of 
James after the feast was over. The believers knew this and were praying 
fervently to God for him. 

Although they prayed for their imprisoned brother, ironically, they hesitated 
to believe that God would answer their prayers. God heard their prayers 
and delivered Peter safely to their door! At first, Rhoda was the only one 
to believe Peter was outside the gate. When she claimed that Peter was at 
the outer gate, Peter’s friends immediately declared she was crazy! Peter, 
however, kept knocking, and when they saw him, they were amazed. More 
amazing was how God orchestrated the whole escape. Peter recounted all 
the unbelievable things that happened: the angel who appeared and woke 
him, the chains that fell off as the soldiers slept, the gate that opened by 
itself, and the angel disappearing outside of the gate. Nothing is impossible 
for God!

How does this biblical account of prayer impact your prayer life? Come, 
worship, bow down, and kneel before God, our Maker, as you ask Him to 
prompt you to pray regularly, fervently, sincerely, and “without ceasing.”

How can you help the kids in your group understand that they can talk to 
God anytime about anything? When they pray for others, they are doing what 
Jesus did. Remind them that they are not only providing encouragement and 
strength to others, but they are also growing in their relationship with God.

PEOPLE PRAYED FOR PETER

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People at church worship 
by praying, giving, singing, 
reading the Bible, and 
learning more about God 
and Jesus.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Acts 12:1-19

WEEKLY VERSE
Pray for one another. 
James 5:16

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
June 21

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.16     U n i t  1 ,  S e s s i o n  3
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 › Pack Items 1, 4, 8: 
“Unit 1 Banner,”  
“Psalm 95:6,” “Unit 1 
Weekly Verses”  
(James 5:16)

 › Teaching Picture 3

 › Music

 › Videos

PEOPLE PRAYED FOR PETER
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Move to the music. Play “I Will Clap My Hands.” Lead the kids to do the 
actions listed in the song. Ask the children to sit with you in group time. 
 ʹ Talk about the Unit Verse. Open your Bible and show the kids  
Psalm 95:6. Read the verse to the kids. Mention that one way for people 
to worship God is to pray. Lead a prayer, praying for each child by name.  
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Comment that God hears and answers prayers. 
Tell the children to give a thumbs up when they hear the words prayed, 
praying, prayers in the Bible story. Open the Bible to Acts and tell the 
Bible story in your own words as you hold the Bible open on your lap.

PEOPLE PRAYED FOR PETER
—Based on Acts 12:1-19

Peter was one of Jesus’ disciples. Herod put Peter in prison for telling 
others about Jesus. Soldiers guarded Peter. His church friends prayed 
to God for Peter; they prayed and prayed.

One night Peter was sleeping between the soldiers. An angel 
appeared and woke him. “Quick, get up!” the angel said. The chains 
fell from Peter’s wrists.

The angel told Peter to get his clothes and sandals. He said, “Follow 
me.” Peter followed the angel, but he did not know if what was 
happening to him was real or if it was a dream.  

Peter and the angel walked past the guards, through the gate, and 
out into the street. The angel left Peter. 

Peter realized he was not dreaming. He knew that God had rescued 
him from the prison. He went to the house where his church friends 
were praying for him. He knocked at the door. 

A girl told the people that Peter was at the door. They did not 
believe her. When they realized that Peter had really been set free, 
they were very excited. Peter explained to them how God had 
brought him out of prison. Then Peter left for a safe place.

In the morning, the prison guards looked for Peter, but they could 
not find him. God heard and answered the people’s prayers.

 ʹ Review. Say the Life Point: “People at church pray for others.” Ask the 
kids questions: “Why were Peter’s friends praying for him? What did God 
do?” Pass the Teaching Picture around the group. Ask volunteers to tell 
you their favorite parts of the story.
 ʹ Learn James 5:16. Open the Bible to the Weekly Verse and read it. 
Clap on each word of the verse and reference: “Pray for one another. 
James 5:16.” Ask girls to clap and say the first half of the verse and boys 
to clap and say the second half; everyone can say the reference.  
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “People Prayed for Peter” video. Play and sing “This  
Is Church.”

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Item 13: “Praying 
Hands”

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Poland” 

 › Bible, colored pencils, 
stickers

 › Teaching Picture 3

 › Bible, Bible times dress-
up clothes, white robe 
(for the angel)

 › Pack Item 8: “Unit 1 
Weekly Verses” 
 (James 5:16)

 › Music, strips of 
construction paper, 
scissors, crayons, 
markers, stapler

 › Pack Item 14: “I Can 
Pray for Others”

 › Blanket, pillows, baby 
dolls, books about prayer

MAKE A PRAYER POSTER
Make copies of the pack item for each child.

 ʹ Assist the children as they complete the Kids Activity Page.
 ʹ Say the Life Point. Explain that God wants people to pray for others. 
 ʹ Distribute the hands, pencils, and stickers to each child. Ask the children 
to think of people they can pray for and write the names on the template 
and decorate the hands with the stickers. 
 ʹ Open the Bible and talk about the Bible story. Mention that Peter’s 
friends prayed for him. Remind them that God heard and answered their 
prayers. Tell the children that God will hear their prayers.
 ʹ Display the missions pictures. Talk about the family camp in Poland. Tell 
the children that missionaries go all over the world to tell others about 
Jesus. Tell the kids that people at church can pray for missionaries. 
 ʹ Encourage the kindergartners to look at their praying hands poster at 
home as a reminder to pray. (art)

PLAY OUT THE BIBLE STORY
 ʹ Open the Bible to Acts 12 and talk about the Bible story. 
 ʹ Lead kids to choose roles to play out the story. One child can be Peter, 
another child can be the angel, and others can be the church praying for 
Peter. Guide the children to put on the clothes. 
 ʹ Tell the story as the children play out the story. Assist the kids as they 
pretend. The kids may want to create their own version of the story. 
Encourage their ideas and correct any misunderstandings.
 ʹ Say the Life Point: “People at church pray for others.” Tell the children 
that God wants people at your church to pray for others. (dramatic play)

MAKE A BIBLE VERSE CHAIN 
Cut construction paper into 3-by-8-inch strips. 

 ʹ Display the Weekly Verse (James 5:16) and read it with the boys and 
girls. Talk about the verse and the Bible story.
 ʹ Invite each child to write a word of the verse on a separate strip and 
decorate it.
 ʹ Assist the boys and girls as they link the chains together. 
 ʹ Play “God Is Good Medley.” Tell kids to wave their chains with the music.
 ʹ Suggest the kids use the verse chain as a reminder to pray for others 
this week. (writing)

CREATE A READING CORNER
Spread a blanket on the floor. Arrange the pillows, dolls, and books on it.  

 ʹ Offer to read “I Can Pray for Others.” Talk about the book. Ask the kids 
to tell you people they can pray for. 
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LIFE POINT People at church pray for others.

 › Pack Items 4, 15:  
“Psalm 95:6,” “Let’s Go to 
Church Game”

 › Bible, small numbered 
cube, buttons (or other 
small items for game 
pieces)

 › Bible, construction 
paper, markers, scissors, 
wooden puzzles of 
church or families (or 
other things for which 
kids can thank God), 
ziplock bags

 › Printables: “People 
Prayed for Peter” 
Coloring Page

 › Crayons or markers, 
index cards

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

 › Music

 ʹ Guide the kids to read the other books about prayer. Suggest that they 
read to the dolls.
 ʹ Say the Life Point with the boys and girls: “People at church pray for 
others.” Talk about times people pray at your church. (books) 

PLAY A GAME 
 ʹ Say Psalm 95:6 with the children. Say: “People at church worship by 
praying, giving, singing, reading the Bible, and learning more about God 
and Jesus.”
 ʹ Place the gameboard on a table and give each child a game piece. Tell 
the children to take turns tossing the cube and moving along the board. 
Ask them to follow the instructions when they land on those spaces.
 ʹ Open the Bible and talk about the Bible story. Ask the kids to recall with 
you that Peter’s friends prayed, and God answered their prayers. Say the 
Life Point. Tell the children that people at church pray for one another, 
for those who are sick, for missionaries, and for people who need to 
learn about Jesus. (games)

WORK PUZZLES
Print worship on a piece of paper; cut the paper into several pieces. On 
another sheet of paper, print and display the Weekly Verse.

 ʹ Call attention to the Weekly Verse and say it with the kids. Say the Life 
Point. Mention that God wants people to pray for each other.
 ʹ Invite kindergartners to work the puzzles. Talk about what is displayed 
on the puzzle. Say that people at church can thank God when they pray.  
 ʹ Help a child assemble the word puzzle. Read the word together. Tell kids 
that people worship at church when they praise God and thank Him. 
 ʹ Suggest the kids make their own puzzles. They can print the word 
worship or the Weekly Verse. Then they can cut the paper apart to make 
puzzles. Provide ziplock bags for transporting puzzles home. (puzzles)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the coloring sheet for each child.

 ʹ Lead kids to color the page. Say the Life Point as children work.
 ʹ Help boys and girls recall the Bible story.
 ʹ Provide index cards. Encourage children to write names of people at 
church they can pray for (pastors, teachers, musicians, janitors).
 ʹ Encourage volunteers to tell about the people on their cards and pray 
with a child for the people he has listed.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “This Is Church” as the kids clean the room. 
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LIFE POINT
People at  

church give  
and help others.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Most kids love to help. God directs us—parents and teachers—in 
Proverbs 22:6 to teach children God’s truths about loving and serving Him 
and others. As Christians following Jesus’ example, we should be the first to 
jump in and help someone in need and to be careful not to overlook those 
who are members of our spiritual family, the church. 

As persecuted Christians left Jerusalem and scattered, Antioch became  
a center of evangelism. Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman  
Empire. A large Jewish population lived there. The local Gentiles were 
impressed by the Jewish way of life—so much so that some converted to 
Judaism, which allowed for Jews to proclaim the gospel to Greeks. Also, the 
Jews in Antioch were more open to the message of the Christian Jews than 
the Jews in Jerusalem. 

When news reached Jerusalem, the church sent Barnabas to check out the 
situation. Barnabas was so pleased with what he found that he joined the 
effort. He brought Paul to Antioch, and the two of them stayed a year to 
teach the new Gentile converts who were not familiar with the Jewish roots 
of Christianity. When prophets from Jerusalem came, one of them named 
Agabus predicted a severe famine. The disciples from this new Gentile 
church sent relief to their mother church in Judea. Helping others was at the 
heart of this new community of faith.

Scripture tells us that Antioch was the birthplace of the term Christian. This 
was not derogatory. The Latin suffix ianus can be translated partisan (or 
follower). Added to the name Christ, it indicated that the disciples in Antioch 
were Christ followers. Do people outside of the church identify you as a 
Christ follower? Are there areas you can adjust in your actions and speech to 
serve others and bring glory to Christ?

How can you help the kids in your group understand that when they help 
other Christians, they are glorifying God and serving Jesus? How can you 
channel their natural tendencies to help into opportunities to serve others in 
Christ’s name?

THE ANTIOCH CHURCH HELPED 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
The church provides ways 
for people to help others.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Acts 11:19-30

WEEKLY VERSE
Help one another in love. 
Galatians 5:13

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
June 28

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.20     U n i t  1 ,  S e s s i o n  4
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 › Pack Items 1, 4, 8, 14: 
“Unit 1 Banner,”  
“Psalm 95:6,” 
“Unit 1 Weekly Verses” 
(Galatians 5:13), I Can 
Pray for Others

 › Teaching Pictures 1–4

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bucket, ball, sticky notes

THE ANTIOCH CHURCH HELPED 
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Read a book. As children gather for group time, read the book about 
prayer. Show Teaching Picture 3 and recall the previous story. Show 
Teaching Pictures 1–2 and recall those stories, too. 
 ʹ Pray. Recall what you have learned about the church. Tell the kids that 
they will learn something else about the church today. Say the Life Point 
with the boys and girls: “People at church give and help others.” Pray 
and thank God that the people in your church can give and help others. 
Allow volunteers to pray, too.  
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Show Teaching Picture 4. Ask the kids to listen for 
ways that people gave and helped one another in the story. Open the 
Bible to Acts and tell the Bible story in your own words as you hold the 
Bible open on your lap.

THE ANTIOCH CHURCH HELPED
—Based on Acts 11:19-30

People were helping to tell the good news about Jesus in many places. 
In Antioch, people believed that Jesus is God’s Son.

Some church leaders in Jerusalem sent a man named Barnabas to 
Antioch to meet the people in the church. Barnabas was a good man 
who loved Jesus, and he helped to encourage the people in Antioch to 
love Jesus. More and more people learned about Jesus.

Barnabas also traveled to Tarsus to find a man named Saul. 
Barnabas wanted Saul to go to Antioch, too. Barnabas and Saul 
taught the people more about Jesus. People who believed in Jesus 
were first called Christians at the church in Antioch.

A prophet (a man who told God’s messages) named Agabus came to 
Antioch. He told that God said there would be a famine (a time of not 
having enough food) in Judea. The people in the church at Antioch 
sent help to the churches in Judea because the famine was coming.

 ʹ Review. Show Teaching Picture 4 again. Set a bucket by the picture. Ask 
the boys and girls to take turns tossing the ball into the bucket. Each 
time the ball lands in the bucket, lead kids to recall ways that people in 
the story helped one another. 
 ʹ Learn a Bible verse. Display today’s Weekly Verse. Show the kids the 
verse in the Bible and say it together. Cover a word in the verse with a 
sticky note and ask the children to say the verse again, supplying the 
missing word. Cover additional words and continue to repeat the verse.
 ʹ Sing. Play “People at Church” and sing with the kindergartners. Tell the 
children that the church provides ways for people to help others.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “The Antioch Church Helped” video. Display and say 
the Unit Verse Psalm 95:6 together. Tell the kindergartners that helping 
others is another way to worship God.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert” 

 › Bible, small plates, 
napkins, grapes, apple 
slices, small crackers, 
cheese cubes, tray, hand 
sanitizer

 › Pack Item 8: 
“Unit 1 Weekly Verses” 
(Galatians 5:13)

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Poland” 

 › Bible, wooden blocks, 
index cards, marker, 
tape, toy cars

 › Pack Items 4, 7:  
“Psalm 95:6,” “Word 
Cards” (worship, famine, 
help)

 › Teaching Picture 4

 › Music, plastic or foam 
letters 

 › Bible, toy brooms and 
dust pans, spray bottles, 
paper towels, disposable 
cleaning cloths

TASTE FOOD
Prepare the food tray before the session. List foods you will be tasting on 
the “Allergy Alert” poster and post it on the door.

 ʹ Say the Life Point: “People at church give and help others.” Explain that 
churches provide ways for people to help others. 
 ʹ Guide the kids to use the hand sanitizer and distribute plates and 
napkins. Direct them to select the food of their choice from the tray.
 ʹ Open the Bible and tell the story.  
 ʹ Remind the children about how people at the church in Antioch helped 
others by giving to help others who would be without food. 
 ʹ Pray and thank God that people at church can help others. Thank God 
for food to eat.
 ʹ Guide the kids to complete the Kids Activity Page. (nature)

BUILD A ROAD
Display the Weekly Verse. Print the words and reference of Galatians 
5:13 on separate index cards.

 ʹ Distribute the blocks and encourage the children to work as one big 
team to build a road in the middle of the room. 
 ʹ Open the Bible and talk about the story. Remind them that Barnabas 
and Saul worked together to help people at the church in Antioch learn 
about Jesus. 
 ʹ Show the missions pictures. Say that missionaries help people learn 
about Jesus in Poland and other places all over the world.
 ʹ Assist the kids as they tape the verse cards to blocks along the road. 
 ʹ Read the verse with the children. Encourage the kids to drive the cars on 
the road as they say the verse. (blocks)

SPELL WORDS 
 ʹ Show and say Psalm 95:6 with the kids. Say that people at church can 
worship by giving and helping others.
 ʹ Play and sing “This Is Church.”
 ʹ Show the Teaching Picture and word cards. Talk about the Bible story.
 ʹ Invite the children to choose a word and use the letters to spell the word 
on the card. Play music while the children work.
 ʹ Ask volunteers to tell how each word is a part of the story.
 ʹ Suggest the children try to spell other words from the song or other 
words about things people do at church. Sing the song again. (music)

CLEAN THE ROOM 
Fill the spray bottles with a small amount of water before the session.

 ʹ Invite the kindergartners to use the items to help clean the room.  
 ʹ Guide them to areas in the room to clean. Allow the kids to clean the 
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LIFE POINT People at church give and help others.

 › Small envelopes, 
markers, construction 
paper, wide craft  
sticks, glue, copies of 
Psalm 95:6 printed 
on small 2-by-2-inch 
squares

 › Teaching Tip: Use 
envelopes with a pointed 
flap on the back instead 
of a straight flap.

 › Pack Items 11, 12: 
“Church Buildings,” 
“Coin Patterns”

 › Assorted coins, fronts 
of food boxes and can 
labels, scissors

 › Pack Item 9: “Review 
Cube” 

 › Printables: “The Antioch 
Church Helped” 
Coloring Page

 › Crayons or markers

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

tables with the spray bottle and paper towels.
 ʹ Open the Bible and talk about the story. Mention people who helped 
others in the story. Say the Life Point. 
 ʹ Tell the kids that they are helping at church by cleaning the room. Ask 
them to tell you other ways people can help at church.
 ʹ Thank kids for being helpers at church. (dramatic play) 

MAKE AN ENVELOPE CHURCH
 ʹ Display the verse from one of the squares and say it with the kids. Say 
the Life Point: “People at church give and help others.” 
 ʹ Guide each child to glue an envelope to a piece of construction paper 
with the open side facing up. Tell the child to glue the open flap flat to 
the paper. 
 ʹ Tell kids to decorate the envelope to look like a church. (For  
example, they could draw a cross at the top and a door in the middle  
of the envelope.) 
 ʹ Tell kids to create people for the church by drawing faces and clothing 
on craft sticks. Glue the “people” inside the open envelope.   
 ʹ As the kids work, talk about ways people worship at church (sing, praise, 
thank, learn, give, pray, help). Guide them to glue the verse square on a 
corner of the paper when they finish their churches. 
 ʹ Pray and thank God for the people at your church. (art)

ASSEMBLE FOOD LABELS 
Cut each food box or label into two or more pieces. Cut each church 
building in half. Lay “Coin Patterns” with the coins.

 ʹ Invite kindergartners to complete the food box and label puzzles. They 
can also match the building pieces or make coin patterns.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Acts 11 and tell the story. Say that the people in the 
Antioch church gave offerings to help the people in Judea have food.
 ʹ Say the Life Point aloud together. Talk about ways your church helps 
people in your community. (puzzles)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the coloring sheet for each child.

 ʹ Lead kids to color the page. Talk about the Life Point.
 ʹ Offer opportunities for the kids to toss the cube. Guide a child to 
complete the statement after she rolls the cube.  
 ʹ Use the cube to review today’s Bible story and previous Bible stories.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Say the Life Point. Tell the kids they can help at church by putting away 
materials in the room. Give specific tasks as needed.
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PEOPLE

People can show love for God by 
obeying Him.

God allows people to make right 
and wrong choices.

In this second unit, preschoolers will focus on people 

in the Bible who made choices—both right 

and wrong. The Levels of Biblical Learning in this unit is 

people. The main area where you will focus is that 

God gives people the ability to make 
choices. Those choices can either please God or 

displease God. 

As you teach this unit, utilize the various stories to 

help preschoolers understand that we all make 
choices. Remind preschoolers that the people 
in the Bible are not just characters—they were 
REAL people who walked this earth just like all of 

us. They were presented with the opportunity to make 

choices, and some chose to obey. 

We hope that the Levels of Biblical Learning can 

be an amazing tool as you introduce new concepts to 

preschoolers and continue laying a foundation for their 

relationships with Christ!
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Session 1

GIDEON OBEYED 
GOD

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
People can show 
love for God by 
obeying Him.

Scripture Reference
Judges 6:11-40; 

7:1-22

Weekly  
Bible Verse

We will obey God. 
Joshua 24:24

Unit Verse
Joshua 24:24

Life Point
People can choose 

to obey God.

Suggested  
Week of Use

July 5

Session 2

ISAAC WAS KIND

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning

God allows people 
to make right and 

wrong choices.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 26:12-33

Weekly  
Bible Verse
Do good to 
everyone.  

Galatians 6:10

Unit Verse
Joshua 24:24

Life Point
People can  

choose to get  
along with others.

Suggested  
Week of Use

July 12

Session 3

MARY SHOWED 
LOVE TO JESUS

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning

God allows people 
to make right and 

wrong choices.

Scripture Reference
John 12:1-8

Weekly  
Bible Verse

I love You, Jesus.
John 21:17

Unit Verse
Joshua 24:24

Life Point
People can choose 

to show love  
for Jesus.

Suggested  
Week of Use

July 19

Session 4

JESUS 
ANSWERED 

THE RULER’S 
QUESTION

Level of  
Biblical Learning
People can show 
love for God by 
obeying Him.

Scripture Reference
Luke 18:18-23

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Jesus said, “Love 
God with all  
your heart.”  

Matthew 22:37

Unit Verse
Joshua 24:24

Life Point
People should 

choose to  
love God.

Suggested  
Week of Use

July 26

Unit 2. At a Glance

CHOICES
Making  
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LIFE POINT
People can 
choose to  
obey God.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Speed limits. Dress codes. Corporate policies. Manners. Homeowner 
associations. Elevator etiquette. Is it any wonder people get frustrated? It 
can sometimes seem like an unending stream of do’s and don’ts. Sometimes 
people, even Christians, view God and His commands as “fun busters.” As we 
grow and mature in our faith, we come to realize that God and His commands 
are not the “fun busters.” In fact, God is exactly the opposite. He created fun! 
We can listen to and obey God because His ways are perfect and good.

By listening to and obeying God, Gideon experienced firsthand God’s 
wisdom and power. When God called Gideon, he was threshing wheat in the 
wine press, hiding in fear, and avoiding the Midianites who were plundering 
the Israelites. An angel of the Lord spoke to Gideon, calling him a valiant 
warrior and assuring him that God was with him.

Gideon’s response is a classic reflection of the human heart—fearful. He 
thought he was the youngest, weakest, and least likely person to deliver 
Israel. When the angel gave him a sign and then disappeared, Gideon knew 
God sent this visitor and built an altar on that spot.

Fear and doubt still consumed Gideon. To make matters seem worse, 
Gideon listened and obeyed as God instructed him to reduce Israel’s army 
from 32,000 to 10,000 to 300. Then Gideon obeyed God and led the men 
into battle without a single weapon! Can you imagine going to battle with 
300 trumpet-blowing, torch-carrying men shouting at their enemies?

What are the stumbling blocks that hinder you from listening to and obeying 
God? Ask God to help you with those hindrances. 

How can you help the kids in your group understand that obeying God is always 
best, regardless of how they feel or how terrible the circumstances seem?

GIDEON OBEYED GOD 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People can show love for 
God by obeying Him.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Judges 6:11-40; 7:1-22

WEEKLY VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
July 5

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.26     U n i t  2 ,  S e s s i o n  1
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 › Pack Items 2, 5, 7, 17: 
“Unit 2 Banner,”  
“Joshua 24:24,” “Word 
Cards” (trumpet), “Unit 2 
Verse Puzzle”

 › Teaching Picture 5

 › Music

 › Videos

GIDEON OBEYED GOD 
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Play a game. Display the banner. Tell kids to stand in group time. Explain 
to kindergartners that they can make choices. Ask kids to choose pizza 
by remaining standing or macaroni and cheese by sitting. Give more 
choices, one option stand and the other sit: the beach or the mountains; 
summer or winter; rain or sun. Explain that kids will learn about making 
choices during this unit.
 ʹ Work a puzzle. Lead kids to help each other work the “Unit 2 Verse 
Puzzle.” Read the verse aloud. Invite the kids to say the verse with you.
 ʹ Learn a new word. Show the trumpet word card and discuss the 
differences between a present-day trumpet and the type of trumpet 
mentioned in today’s Bible story. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Open your Bible to Judges. Tell kids the Bible story 
comes from the book after Joshua, where the Unit Verse is from, and 
both books are in the Old Testament. Tell the story in your own words. 

GIDEON OBEYED GOD
—Based on Judges 6:11-40; 7:1-22

Gideon was the son of a man named Joash. Gideon was not the greatest 
or the strongest in his family. In fact, he was the youngest son.

While Gideon was working one day, the angel of the Lord came to 
him and told him that he had been chosen to rescue the Israelites. 
Gideon was not sure that it was God who was asking him to rescue 
the Israelites, so he asked God to make a piece of wool wet one night, 
and to keep it dry another night. God did what Gideon asked.

When Gideon realized it was God speaking, he quickly obeyed and 
gathered an army. God told Gideon his army was too large. He told 
Gideon to keep only 300 men in his army. Gideon obeyed God and 
sent home almost 30,000 men. 

Gideon wasn’t sure how they could win a battle with only 300 men. 
God told Gideon to surround the enemy with torches and trumpets. 
When the time was right, Gideon instructed the men to blow their 
trumpets and show their torches. When the men did as instructed, 
the other people became confused and began fighting each other. 
Gideon obeyed God, and God helped Gideon rescue the Israelites.

 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Show Teaching Picture 5. Ask each boy and 
girl to tell a detail from today’s story. Sing “Making Decisions.” 
 ʹ Discuss Life Point. Say the Life Point. Ask kids to name ways that 
Gideon chose to obey God. Say that people can show love to God by 
obeying Him.  
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for allowing people the freedom to make choices. Ask 
God to help kids make right choices and obey God. 
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “Gideon Obeyed God” video. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  K i n d e r g a r t e n   27



SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Clear, plastic cups; glue 
thinned with water; 
small brushes; red, 
yellow, and orange 
tissue paper; brown 
construction paper; clear 
tape; scissors

 › Pack Items 18, 19, 
20: “Making Choices 
Gameboard,” “Making 
Choices Game Cards,” 
“Choice Posters”

 › Small buttons, marker 
tops, or other small 
playing pieces; scissors

 › Option: Cover the 
gameboard with clear 
self-adhesive plastic for 
durability.

 › Teaching Picture 5

 › Flashlights covered 
with plastic cups (or 
homemade torches), 
cardboard tubes, Bible 
times dress-up clothes

MAKE A TORCH
 ʹ Give each child a plastic cup. Instruct children to cut tissue paper into 
strips. They can “paint” glue onto the inside of the cup sides and stick 
the tissue paper to the cups. 
 ʹ Talk about today’s Bible story while the children work. Remind kids that 
Gideon chose to obey God. Say: “People can show love for God by 
obeying Him.”
 ʹ Comment that Gideon and his men obeyed God. They used trumpets 
and torches as God said. 
 ʹ Help a child wrap a piece of brown paper around her cup, rolling the 
paper into a cone shape to make the handle of the torch. Use clear tape 
to hold the brown paper shape. (Add tape to attach the cup to the brown 
paper as needed.)  
 ʹ Say today’s Life Point and Weekly Verse: “People can choose to obey 
God. We will obey God. Joshua 24:24”
 ʹ Talk about ways people obey God today. (art)

PLAY A GAME
Cut apart the game cards. Place the gameboard on a tabletop or floor with 
the game cards facedown next to the board. Place a poster from “Choice 
Posters” on each side of the game cards.

 ʹ Give each child a small button or other item to use as a game piece. 
 ʹ Explain that boys and girls will take turns choosing cards from the pile 
and following the directions on the cards. Show the kids that the cards 
have directions for moving through the gameboard.
 ʹ Ask a child to start the game. He can choose the card and move his 
game piece accordingly. After moving his game piece, he can place his 
card on the correct choice poster. 
 ʹ Discuss the action on each card. Ask kids to explain why the action 
was a right or wrong choice. Tell children that choosing to obey God is 
always a right choice. 
 ʹ As needed, gather cards, mix, and stack facedown to continue play.
 ʹ Remind kids that God helped Gideon when he obeyed. Pray and ask 
God to help the boys and girls obey Him. (games)

PLAY OUT THE BIBLE STORY
Display the Teaching Picture. 

 ʹ Talk about the Bible story as you look at the picture. 
 ʹ Suggest boys and girls play out the Bible story. They can use their 
homemade torches or flashlights covered with plastic cups and 
cardboard tubes for props.
 ʹ Talk about ways that Gideon and his men obeyed God.
 ʹ Remind kindergartners that they can choose to obey God just as Gideon 
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LIFE POINT People can choose to obey God.

 › Pack Item 7: “Word 
Cards” (trumpet)

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Music, Bible, markers 
or pencils, cardboard 
tubes, other available 
instruments

Option: Invite someone 
who plays the trumpet 
to demonstrate the 
instrument to your class.

 › Squares of different 
fabrics—fleece, cotton, 
vinyl, oilcloth, twill, 
corduroy; eyedroppers; 
cups of water

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions: Romania,” 
“Books of the Bible 
Cards” 

 › Bibles, scissors

 › Cut apart “Books of the 
Bible cards.”

 › Printables: “Gideon 
Obeyed God” Coloring 
Page

 › Crayons or markers

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

did in today’s story. Talk about ways kindergartners and families can 
obey God.
 ʹ Say: “People can show love for God by obeying Him.” (dramatic play)

PLAY MUSIC
 ʹ Guide children to complete a Kids Activity Page.
 ʹ Play and sing “Making Decisions.”
 ʹ Recall parts of the Bible story as you talk about the word card. Say the 
Life Point. Talk about ways that Gideon and his men obeyed God. 
 ʹ Talk about what it would sound like for 300 horns to blow at once.
 ʹ Suggest the kindergartners use the tubes as trumpets. They can make 
trumpet noises through the tubes. 
 ʹ Play music and encourage kids to play their trumpets or sing through the 
tubes. Offer other rhythm instruments for kids to use.
 ʹ Invite boys and girls to say the Unit Verse with you. (music) 

EXPLORE WATER AND FABRIC
 ʹ Tell the children to drop water droplets onto the different types of fabric. 
 ʹ Encourage them to observe and talk about the different results. The 
water soaks into some fabrics and rolls off of other fabrics. 
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Comment that Gideon laid out a piece of 
wool and asked God to make it wet. Gideon wanted to know if God was 
asking him to obey. (nature)

SORT BIBLE BOOKS
 ʹ Lead the kids to sort the names of the Bible books. They can sort by 
initial letter, number of letters, or other criteria as they choose. 
 ʹ Invite kids to look at the Table of Contents in the Bibles to find the Book 
of Judges. Show that card. Tell kids that today’s story is in this Bible 
book and that the Book of Judges is in the Old Testament.
 ʹ Encourage kids to note the books close to Judges. Help them find cards 
with those book names. 
 ʹ Show the missions pictures. Explain that missionaries choose to obey 
God by going to tell people about the Bible and about Jesus.
 ʹ Say that people know how to obey God by reading the Bible. (books)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
 ʹ Lead kids to color the page. Talk about the Bible story as children work.
 ʹ Say the Life Point. Help boys and girls write the Life Point on the backs 
of their coloring pages.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Guide boys and girls to work together to clean up the room.
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LIFE 
POINT

People can  
choose to  
get along  

with others.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Well, well, well. Three. That’s the number of times Isaac showed kindness and 
relocated before he was able to rest from the aggravating and unkind acts of 
the Philistines. Isaac, God’s promised child to Abraham and Sarah, had grown 
up, married Rebekah, and started a family. God was fulfilling His promise to 
Abraham through Isaac. 

God continued to guide and protect Isaac and his family, just as He did with 
Abraham. Isaac became a very wealthy man. With his spreading fields and 
multiplying livestock, he was crowding out the nearby Philistines. Jealousy 
ensued, and they retaliated by stopping up all of Isaac’s wells with dirt. 

When Abimelech, the Philistine king, ordered Isaac to move away, Isaac 
left peacefully and found a new place to live in the Gerar Valley. Soon, 
an argument arose between his herdsmen and the herdsmen of his new 
neighbors, so Isaac left in search of another home. Again he dug a well, again 
an argument broke out, and again Isaac moved. Finally, Isaac and his family, 
along with his livestock, settled where no one opposed them. 

Throughout all of the vandalism to his property, the taking of his land, and  
the unkind actions toward him, Isaac remained a man of integrity and 
kindness. He made the choice to get along with those who made his life 
difficult. Isaac even went so far as to prepare a banquet and provide lodging 
for those who had been unkind to him over and over again. God’s constant 
provision and protection of Isaac convinced Abimelech to make a covenant of 
peace with him. 

Do you need to take a step toward reconciling a relationship? If someone 
comes to your mind, ask God to help you choose to get along with and be 
kind to this person.

How can you show the preschoolers in your group what it looks like to be 
kind to one another? What can you say and do to model how to get along 
with others?

ISAAC WAS KIND

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows people to make 
right and wrong choices.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 26:12-33

WEEKLY VERSE
Do good to everyone. 
Galatians 6:10

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
July 12

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.30     U n i t  2 ,  S e s s i o n  2
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 › Pack Items 2, 5, 7, 16, 21: 
“Unit 2 Banner,” “Joshua 
24:24,” “Word Cards” 
(well), “Unit 2 Weekly 
Verses” (Galatians 6:10), 
“Bible Skills Posters”

 › Teaching Picture 6

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Variety of colored paper, 
marker, rhythm sticks

 › Mark the Weekly Verse 
with the verse strip.

 › Print the words to the 
Unit Verse on pieces 
of colored paper, one 
word per paper. Hide the 
words around the room.

ISAAC WAS KIND
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Say the Unit Verse. Group the kids into partners. Invite pairs to find a 
verse word. Lead the kids to work together to put the words in order. 
When children have completed the verse, tell them to sit in group time. 
Say the verse aloud together.
 ʹ Talk about a word. Show the well word card. Explain what a well is and 
what it was used for. Pass the card around for children to see. Tell boys 
and girls that they will hear about several wells in today’s story.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Tell kindergartners that today’s Bible story is from 
the Book of Genesis. Explain that this is the first book in the Bible. Open 
your Bible to Genesis. Tell the Bible story in your own words.

ISAAC WAS KIND
—Based on Genesis 26:12-33

God blessed Isaac with many animals and lots of grain. The 
Philistines were jealous of Isaac. They did not want him to continue 
to gain wealth. So the Philistines filled Isaac’s wells with dirt so that 
Isaac could not get any water for his animals or people. 

Isaac moved away from the Philistines. Isaac and his servants dug 
another well. This time, shepherds said, “This is our water.” Instead 
of arguing or fighting with the shepherds, Isaac moved on and dug 
another well. 

More men argued with Isaac’s men about the well they had built. 
Again, Isaac moved on and dug another well. This time, nobody 
fought with Isaac about the well. Isaac said, “God made space for us.”

God came to Isaac. “Do not be afraid. I am with you,” God said.
Isaac made an agreement with other leaders. They promised to live 

in peace together. 

 ʹ Say the Weekly Verse. Open the Bible to Galatians. Show the book title. 
Turn to chapter 6 and show the chapter number. Point to the verse. Read 
the verse. Tell children that people can choose to get along with others. 
Discuss the ways Isaac chose to get along with others in today’s story. 
Display the Teaching Picture as you recall the story.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible and pray. Display the “Bible Skills Posters.” Explain 
that today’s story was from the Old Testament and the Weekly Verse 
was from the New Testament. Point again to the Weekly Verse and say 
that the New Testament is the second part of the Bible. Open the Bible 
to Genesis. Note the Old Testament is in the front of the Bible. Pray and 
thank God for the Bible. Offer volunteers an opportunity to pray, too.
 ʹ Sing together. Play “Making Decisions.” Give children rhythm sticks and 
invite them to use the sticks and sing together.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “Isaac Was Kind” video. Talk about the choices Isaac 
made. Tell kids that God allows people to make right and wrong choices.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Item 16: “Unit 2 
Weekly Verses”

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Bible, paper, markers or 
pencils, glue

 › Pack Item 7: “Word 
Cards” (well)

 › Teaching Picture 6

 › Wood blocks, boxes, or 
other building materials; 
cardboard tube; plastic 
cup; yarn 

 › Heavyweight paper, 
paintbrushes, brown 
tempera paint mixed 
with a little clean sand, 
painting smocks

 › Pack Item 22: “Beanbag 
Game Cards”

 › Bible, beanbag 

WRITE AND DRAW
Make copies of the “Unit 2 Weekly Verses.” (Or use the verse strips from 
the back page of the Kids Activity Pages.)

 ʹ Guide children to complete a Kids Activity Page.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Galatians 6:10. Read the verse. 
 ʹ Lead the kids to talk about ways they can do good to others or get along 
with others. 
 ʹ Distribute paper and strips with today’s verse. Lead the kids to glue 
the verse strips to their papers. Suggest they write words and/or draw 
pictures about ways to do good to others. 
 ʹ Say the Life Point: “People can choose to get along with others.”
 ʹ Suggest kindergartners write the Life Point on their papers. (writing)

BUILD A WELL
Tape one end of the yarn to the inside bottom of a plastic cup. Wrap the 
yarn around the cardboard tube until the cup is next to the tube. 

 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture and word card. 
 ʹ Encourage children to build a well using the building materials provided. 
 ʹ As kids build, discuss the Bible story. Tell kindergartners that Isaac 
chose to get along with others. 
 ʹ Say that people can choose to get along with others.
 ʹ When the well is finished, invite children to take turns lowering the cup 
tied to the cardboard tube into the well. 
 ʹ If children choose to build something other than a well, allow their 
choices. Continue to talk about getting along with others. (blocks)

PAINT WITH SANDY PAINT
 ʹ Help children put on smocks. 
 ʹ Give each child a piece of heavyweight paper, a paintbrush, and a small 
cup of paint. Encourage children to paint designs on their papers.
 ʹ As children paint, talk about today’s Life Point: People can choose to get 
along with others. Discuss how Isaac made right choices even when it 
was difficult. 
 ʹ Encourage boys and girls to talk about ways they could choose to get 
along with family members or friends.
 ʹ Pray and ask God to help kids make right choices and get along with 
others. (art)

PLAY A GAME WITH BEANBAGS
Lay cards facedown in a grid on the floor.

 ʹ Guide a child to toss a beanbag onto one of the cards. Display the card 
to the children. 
 ʹ Encourage boys and girls to discuss ways they can choose to get along 
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LIFE POINT People can choose to get along with others.

 › Music, paper, marker, 
chairs

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions: Romania”

 › Dishpans, water, towels 
or plastic tablecloths, 
cups, strainers, other 
small water toys, globe

 › Pack Item 20: 
“Choice Posters”

 › Printables: “Isaac Was 
Kind” Coloring Page

 › Crayons or markers

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

with others in the scenario pictured on the card. Invite kids to offer a 
variety of suggestions. 
 ʹ Continue playing until all cards have been shown. 
 ʹ Ask kids to say the Weekly Verse with you: “Do good to everyone. 
Galatians 6:10”
 ʹ Help a child find the verse in the Bible. (games) 

MOVE TO MUSIC
Print words of the Weekly Verse on paper, one word per page. Arrange 
chairs in a circle. Place words under different chairs. 

 ʹ Play music and lead kids to walk around the chairs. Stop the music and 
lead all kids to sit in a chair.
 ʹ Guide the kids with words underneath their chairs to hold them for all to 
see. Read the words and guide the four kids to stand in order.
 ʹ Say the verse together. 
 ʹ Take the words and restart the music. As boys and girls walk around the 
chairs, place the words under four chairs again. 
 ʹ Stop the music and repeat the game. 
 ʹ Ask children to tell ways they can do good to others. (music)

PLAY WITH WATER
Set dishpans of water on towels or tablecloths. Lay other items nearby.  

 ʹ Invite children to play with water. Talk about the Bible story.
 ʹ As kids play, talk about making right choices. Remind boys and girls 
about Isaac’s choice. 
 ʹ Display the Unit 2 missions pictures. Find Romania on the globe. Point 
to the United States and Romania. Note that people must travel over the 
ocean to get to Romania.
 ʹ Talk about how Daniel traveled to Romania to help the Roma people. He 
helped them have what they needed. He helped them know about Jesus.
 ʹ Pray and thank God for missionaries around the world. (nature)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
 ʹ Lead kids to color the page. Talk about the Bible story as children work.
 ʹ Display the posters on opposite sides of the room. Describe a scenario 
where a child has made a right or wrong decision. (An example 
would be: Tommy’s brother took his toy, so Tommy hit his brother; or 
Jennifer helped her mom with the chores.) Lead the children to decide 
if the choice is a right choice or a wrong choice by standing near the 
appropriate poster.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Guide boys and girls to work together to clean up the room.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  K i n d e r g a r t e n   33



LIFE POINT
People can 

choose to show 
love for Jesus.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Manicures and pedicures are specialized services where a professional 
cleanses your hands and feet, soothes your skin with scented oils and 
lotions, and files and paints your nails. Some people reserve manicures and 
pedicures for special occasions, such as weddings, anniversaries, vacations, 
or birthday parties. 

Although it was not Jesus’ birthday, Mary poured oil on Jesus’ feet and wiped 
them with her hair. So what was the special occasion? Nothing less than 
her humble devotion to and love for Jesus. Mary portrayed a lowly servant, 
stooping to clean the feet of a guest. She spared no expense by using a 
fragrant oil, which cost a year’s wages and was typically used to anoint 
someone important or used at funerals. 

Immediately, the house filled with the fragrance. No one could miss what had 
happened, especially Judas Iscariot. His quick condemnation earned a sharp 
rebuke from Jesus who commanded him to leave Mary alone. Jesus also 
alluded to His upcoming death when He gave His approval of Mary’s action. 
Mary anointed Jesus because He was important to her, but without realizing 
it she prepared Him for burial. Not only was it customary to anoint someone 
important in those days, but people spent large sums of money on funerals. 
The costly perfumes helped to conceal the smell of decay.

Mary focused on what was most important—Jesus—while Judas focused  
on what was important to him—money. Jesus knew both of their motives.  
He knew Mary loved Him, and He knew Judas loved money. Jesus  
accepted Mary’s honoring and loving actions but rejected Judas’ deception 
and disrespect. 

Jesus knows everyone’s motives. How do your motives show your love and 
honor for Jesus? 

How can you help kids in your group express their love for Jesus and God? 
How can you connect the choices Mary made to show her love for Jesus to 
choices kids can make to show their love for Jesus and God?

MARY SHOWED LOVE TO JESUS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows people to make 
right and wrong choices.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
John 12:1-8

WEEKLY VERSE
I love You, Jesus. 
John 21:17

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God. 
Joshua 24:24

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
July 19

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.34     U n i t  2 ,  S e s s i o n  3
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 › Pack Items 2, 5, 7, 17: 
“Unit 2 Banner,”  
“Joshua 24:24,” “Word 
Cards” (perfume), “Unit 2 
Verse Puzzle”

 › Teaching Picture 7

 › Music

 › Videos

MARY SHOWED LOVE TO JESUS
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Sing and listen. Play and sing “Jesus Loves Me No Matter What.” Tell 
kids to listen to the song and to choose one of the following actions: 
cross their arms across their chest every time the song says love or point 
up every time the song says Jesus. Show the unit banner and remind 
children that they can make choices.
 ʹ Recall the Unit Verse. Invite kindergartners to help put together the 
“Unit 2 Verse Puzzle.” When they have completed the puzzle, ask kids to 
read the verse together. Remove a piece of the puzzle and say the verse 
again. Continue removing pieces until the entire puzzle has been picked 
up and kids can recite the verse. 
 ʹ Introduce the Life Point. Tell boys and girls that today they will learn that 
people can choose to show love for Jesus. Invite kids to listen for the 
name of someone who showed love to Jesus in today’s Bible story. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Open the Bible to John. Tell boys and girls that 
today’s Bible story comes from the New Testament. Tell the Bible story 
in your own words.

MARY SHOWED LOVE TO JESUS
—Based on John 12:1-8

Jesus was traveling. He stopped in a town called Bethany, where 
He went to visit His friends, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. Martha 
prepared a meal for Jesus. Jesus, Lazarus, and the others ate together. 
After dinner, while Jesus was sitting in the house, Mary poured very 
expensive perfume onto Jesus’ feet. Mary rubbed the perfume onto 
Jesus’ feet with her hair. The whole house smelled like the perfume. 

One of Jesus’ disciples named Judas said, “That perfume was worth a 
lot of money! We could have sold it and given the money to the poor!” 

But Jesus told Judas to leave Mary alone. He said that Mary’s gift 
was a good gift that showed love. Jesus liked Mary’s special gift for 
Him. He knew that Mary loved Him because of her kindness.  

 ʹ Say the Weekly Verse. Read John 21:17. Guide kids to choose a partner 
to practice saying the verse with. Instruct kids to practice the verse three 
times each. Say the verse all together once.
 ʹ Review the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture. Ask kids to recall the 
story. Show kindergartners the perfume word card. Discuss ways people 
can show love for Jesus today. Remind kids that God allows people to 
make right and wrong choices and that Mary made a right choice.
 ʹ Sing. Play and sing the “Making Decisions” with the kindergartners. Clap 
together as you sing.
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for His Son, Jesus. Ask God to help kids show love  
for Jesus. Ask for volunteers to pray and thank God for Jesus.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “Mary Showed Love to Jesus” video. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Items 7, 16:  
“Word Cards” (perfume), 
“Unit 2 Weekly Verses”  
(John 21:17)

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Fragrant items (such as 
an orange, cinnamon, 
flowers, lemon, 
potpourri, extracts on 
cotton balls), markers or 
pencils, small containers

 › Pack Item 9: “Review 
Cube”

 › Colored construction 
paper, crayons or colored 
pencils

 › Pack Item 23: 
“Movement Game”

 › Numbered cube

SMELL FRAGRANCES
Mark John 21:17 with the Weekly Verse strip. Cut fruits into pieces so they 
can be smelled easily. Place each fragrant item in a container. List fragrant 
items on the “Allergy Alert” sign and post it outside the door.

 ʹ Help children to complete Kids Activity Pages. 
 ʹ As kids complete the activity pages, invite them to smell a variety of 
fragrant items. Lead kids to describe the smells and identify favorites. 
 ʹ Show the perfume word card. Talk about the Bible story. Remind kids 
that Mary chose to show love for Jesus. 
 ʹ Explain that some people tried to make Mary feel like showing love 
for Jesus was the wrong thing to do. Remind children that God allows 
people to make right and wrong choices and that showing love for Jesus 
is always the right choice.
 ʹ Open the Bible to the Weekly Verse marker and say the verse together. 
 ʹ Pray and ask God to help kids make right choices. (nature)

TRACE FOOTPRINT SHAPES
Print the Weekly Verse on a piece of paper; display the verse.

 ʹ Help boys and girls trace around their shoes. Suggest a child stand on 
paper and let a friend trace her shoe. Then she can trace her friend’s shoe.
 ʹ When kindergartners have completed tracing, tell them to print the verse 
on or under the footprint. Kids can decorate the footprints, too.
 ʹ Toss the cube and review the Bible story. Talk about how Mary chose to 
show love for Jesus. 
 ʹ Say the Weekly Verse together. Discuss ways boys and girls can show 
love for Jesus. Say that people can choose to show love for Jesus. (art)

CREATE A PATH
Place the movement cards for kids to set up.

 ʹ Instruct children to work together and make choices about how to set 
up the foot action pictures to make a path on the floor. Explain that each 
foot describes an action that the kids will do. 
 ʹ Once the course has been arranged, boys and girls will take turns rolling 
a numbered cube. Kids will work through the course, doing each action 
the same number of times as the number rolled.
 ʹ When kids reach the end of the course, ask them to say one way to 
show love for Jesus.
 ʹ Continue until each child has had a turn to complete the course.
 ʹ Lead children to change the course to play the game again.
 ʹ Ask kids to tell how Mary showed love to Jesus.
 ʹ Lead kids to repeat the Life Point as they move through the path: 
“People can choose to show love for Jesus.” (games)
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LIFE POINT People can choose to show love for Jesus.

 › Teaching Picture 7 

 › Plastic mixing bowls, 
large plastic spoons, 
other safe kitchen 
utensils, cutting board, 
serving dishes, place 
mats, play place settings, 
play food

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions: Romania”

 › Blocks, table tennis balls

 › Pack Item 21: “Bible 
Skills Posters”

 › Bible, wooden puzzles of 
Jesus

 › Printables: “Mary 
Showed Love to Jesus” 
Coloring Page

 › Music, crayons or 
markers

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

PRETEND TO COOK A MEAL
 ʹ Suggest that kindergartners use the items to pretend to cook and serve 
a meal. They can stir, chop, whisk, and so forth. 
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Tell kids that Jesus went to Mary and Martha’s 
house for a meal. Recall specific facts about the Bible story.
 ʹ Look at the Teaching Picture and talk about what Mary did.
 ʹ Say that God allows people to make right and wrong choices. People 
can choose to show love for Jesus, which is a right choice.
 ʹ Encourage kids to think of ways they can choose to show love for Jesus. 
 ʹ Invite kids to play out those ideas as they choose. (dramatic play) 

TOSS BALLS
 ʹ Lead the children to use the blocks to build outlines of various shapes. 
All the shapes could be rectangles or other types of shapes.
 ʹ Lay one of the missions pictures inside each block shape. 
 ʹ Encourage kids to take turns tossing the balls into the shapes. 
 ʹ Ask a child to tell what he sees in the picture where the ball landed. Talk 
about the Roma people in Romania and the missionaries who help them.
 ʹ Say that missionaries show love for Jesus by telling others about Him.
 ʹ Say that God allows people to make right and wrong choices. 
Missionaries choose to go and tell about Jesus. The Roma people (and 
others) choose to listen or not listen to the good news of Jesus.
 ʹ Say the Unit Verse with boys and girls. (blocks)

WORK PUZZLES
 ʹ Invite kindergartners to work the puzzles. 
 ʹ Talk about the pictures or Bible stories shown on the puzzles.
 ʹ Say that people can choose to show love to Jesus. Talk about how Mary 
showed love to Jesus. 
 ʹ Show the New Testament poster. Remind the kids that stories about 
Jesus’ life are in the Gospels, in the New Testament.
 ʹ Help kids find today’s Bible story in the Bible. (puzzles)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the coloring sheet for each child. 

 ʹ Lead kids to color the page. Talk about the Bible story as children work.
 ʹ Invite kids to move to music and freeze when you stop the music. 
 ʹ When the music stops, choose one kindergartner to tell one way he can 
show love for Jesus. 
 ʹ Repeat the freeze dance game as time allows.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Guide boys and girls to work together to clean up the room.
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LIFE POINT
People should 

choose to  
love God.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Students, or disciples, sought out Jewish teachers, or rabbis. Jesus called 
His disciples one by one to follow Him. He poured His life into them, teaching 
them life lessons and great truths about God and His purpose for them. 
Sometimes Jesus used everyday objects like fig trees. Sometimes He 
performed miracles. Other times He told stories, or parables. Most of all, He 
showed who God was—and He could do this because He was and is God—in 
everything He said and did.

In Bible times it was common for people, especially disciples, to ask 
questions of a teacher or rabbi. People called Jesus Teacher and Rabbi on 
many occasions, and people—the poor and the outcast, the scribes and 
the Pharisees, those who loved Him and those who hated Him—asked Him 
questions. Depending on the person’s trust in and relationship with Jesus, 
their motivations differed. Some asked because they really wanted to know 
the answer while others asked to test or humiliate Him. 

Jesus had just declared that anyone who did not receive the kingdom of 
God like a little child would never enter it (v. 17). Jesus taught how to receive 
God’s kingdom and eternal life, but the ruler (who was not a child and may 
have thought the requirement would be different for a law-abiding adult) 
asked what he had to do to inherit eternal life. The man thought he knew the 
commandments, lived according to the law, and did everything in the eyes of 
Jewish expectation to be deemed good. Jesus’ answer made him extremely 
sad. Obviously, the man loved the possessions he had, and as he left, it 
seems he struggled with choosing between his wealth and eternity with God.

Jesus, our Master, is also the Master Teacher. His teachings are not only 
applicable for life but also necessary for a life that honors God. As you follow 
God’s rules, how is your obedience leading you to make Jesus your number 
one priority?

Most of the kids in your group know about teacher-student relationships. 
How will you help them understand the importance of choosing to trust Jesus 
as their Savior and follow God’s rules?

JESUS ANSWERED THE  
RULER’S QUESTION

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People can show love for 
God by obeying Him.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Luke 18:18-23

WEEKLY VERSE
Jesus said, “Love God with 
all your heart.”  
Matthew 22:37

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God. 
Joshua 24:24

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
July 26

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.38     U n i t  2 ,  S e s s i o n  4
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 › Pack Items 2, 5, 16: 
“Unit 2 Banner,” “Joshua 
24:24,”  “Unit 2 Weekly 
Verses” (Matthew 22:37)

 › Teaching Pictures 5–8

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Beanbag

 › See Printables for group-
time bonus ideas.

JESUS ANSWERED THE  
RULER’S QUESTION

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Transition to group time. Choose a child to be the leader. Ask the 
leader to guide boys and girls around the room to group time. Instruct 
the leader to make silly choices in moving around the room. When kids 
arrive at group time, ask them to sit in a circle. Tell kids that today they 
will hear a story about a person who made a choice not to follow Jesus.
 ʹ Learn the Weekly Verse. Open your Bible to Matthew 22:37. Show and 
read the Weekly Verse to boys and girls. Ask kids to complete the verse 
after you say, “Jesus said.” Switch and let the kids say the first part, while 
you finish the verse. Repeat several times. Say the entire verse together. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Open your Bible to Luke. Tell the Bible story in your 
own words.

JESUS ANSWERED THE RULER’S QUESTION
—Based on Luke 18:18-23

Jesus was teaching many different people. A ruler, a leader, asked 
Jesus a question. “What do I need to do to live with You forever?”  

Jesus reminded the man about the commandments. Jesus said that 
the man should not kill anyone. Jesus told him that he needed to 
honor his parents, and never steal or lie. 

The ruler told Jesus he had obeyed all those commandments since 
he was a young boy. 

Jesus told the rich man that there was one other thing he must do. 
The man listened carefully. Jesus told the man to sell everything he 
owned and to give the money to the poor. Jesus said, “Your treasure 
will be in heaven.” 

The man became very sad when Jesus said this. The ruler was rich, 
he was not willing to do what Jesus had asked. The ruler chose to 
keep his money and things instead of following Jesus.   

 ʹ Recall Bible stories. Display Teaching Pictures 5–8 with the “Unit 
2 Banner” in the center of the circle. Help kids recall the Bible stories 
from Sessions 1–4. Toss a beanbag to a child. Ask him to name a choice 
that was made in one of the Bible stories. After naming a choice, he may 
toss the beanbag onto the banner. Toss the beanbag to another child. 
Continue until all stories are reviewed.
 ʹ Sing and pray. Sing “Making Decisions.” Remind kids that they can make 
choices and that people should choose to love God. Pray and thank God 
for loving us and ask Him to help families show love to God. 
 ʹ Say the Unit Verse. Display Joshua 24:24 and read it together. Ask kids: 
“Did the ruler choose to obey God?” (no) Toss the beanbag around 
the group, saying a word of the verse as a child catches the beanbag. 
Repeat the verse several times, allowing all kids to catch the beanbag.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “Bible Story Video for Kindergarten” video. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Music, letter magnets, 
cookie sheets or magnet 
boards, cards with the 
kids’ names

 › Pack Items 18, 19: 
“Making Choices 
Gameboard,” “Making 
Choices Game Cards”

 › Coins

 › Yard sale items (toys 
or other objects in the 
room), paper, pencils, 
tape, sticky notes

 › Optional: Pretend 
money

 › Heavyweight paper, 
chenille craft stems,  
hole punch, markers, 
crayons, pencils

SPELL NAMES
 ʹ Invite kids to complete the Kids Activity Pages.
 ʹ Play music while kids work. Sing “Making Decisions.”
 ʹ Lead kids to spell their names and friends’ names on the magnet boards.
 ʹ Look at the story picture on the activity page and talk about the Bible 
story. Lead the kids to think about the choice that the ruler made.
 ʹ Say the Life Point: “People should choose to love God.”
 ʹ Invite kids to say the Life Point replacing their names with the word 
people. (Example: Landon should choose to love God.)
 ʹ Pray and ask God to help kids make right choices. (writing)

PLAY A GAME
Lay the stack of game cards facedown next to the gameboard.  

 ʹ Give each child a coin to use as a game piece.
 ʹ Guide kids to take turns turning over and reading a game card. They 
may choose to follow that card’s instructions or choose a different card. 
The child must discard the first card and follow the instructions of the 
second card if chosen.  
 ʹ As boys and girls play, note the choices and the consequences of those 
choices. (You chose a second card and then had to go back further.) Talk 
about other choices the kindergartners have to make in their lives. 
 ʹ Say that a choice all people should make is to love God. (games)

SET UP A YARD SALE
 ʹ Invite kids to set up a pretend yard sale. They can arrange toys, books, 
chairs, or other items in the dramatic play area. They can create signs 
and make price stickers with the sticky notes. 
 ʹ Talk about what items kids would want to sell at a real yard sale. Ask 
kids about things they own that they would not want to sell. 
 ʹ Encourage kids to play out a yard sale. Some kids can sell items and 
others can buy items. 
 ʹ Remind boys and girls about today’s Bible story. Talk about what Jesus 
told the ruler. Say that the ruler chose to keep all his things rather than 
obey Jesus.
 ʹ Encourage kindergartners that they can make right choices, including 
choosing to love God. 
 ʹ Say the Weekly Bible Verse together with boys and girls. (dramatic play)

MAKE A BOOK
Cut paper in half widthwise. Punch holes every 1–2 inches on one long 
edge of the half sheets of paper (approximately 6–8 holes).

 ʹ Provide one chenille craft stem, and at least two pieces of prepared 
heavyweight paper to each child.
 ʹ Tell the kids to write I Can Make Choices on the front of their books.

40     U n i t  2 ,  S e s s i o n  4



LIFE POINT People should choose to love God.

 › Teaching Pictures 5–8 

 › Air dry clay, plastic 
plates, craft sticks, 
alphabet stamps, shape 
stamps, permanent 
marker

To make your own air 
dry clay, see Printable: 
“Air Dry Clay Recipe.”

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions: Romania”

 › World map floor puzzle, 
scissors

 › Pack Item 21: “Bible 
Skills Posters”

 › Printables: “Jesus 
Answered the Ruler’s 
Question” Coloring Page

 › Crayons, sticky notes

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

 ʹ Tell kids to draw pictures and write words about choices they can make.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story and the choice that the ruler made. 
 ʹ When kindergartners have finished their pages, help kids loop and 
thread craft stems through the holes of their book pages. The chenille 
stems should create a spiral binding. 
 ʹ Remind the kids that one choice they can make is to love God. (books)

MAKE SCULPTURES
 ʹ Use the Teaching Pictures to recall the Bible stories from this unit. Tell 
kids that God allows people to make right and wrong choices. Talk about 
the choices that people made in the Bible stories.
 ʹ Tell the kindergartners they can make sculptures to remind them to 
make right choices. 
 ʹ Give each child a plastic plate with a ball of clay on it. Print the child’s 
name on the plate with the permanent marker. Tell the children to make 
their sculptures on the plates.
 ʹ Suggest they use the craft sticks and stamps to create words or designs 
in their sculptures.
 ʹ Tell kids that they can choose to love God. Encourage boys and girls to 
use their Bibles to learn more about loving God.
 ʹ Lead kids to pray and ask God to help them make right choices. (art)

WORK A FLOOR PUZZLE
Cut each missions picture into 6–8 pieces. 

 ʹ Invite the kids to work together to complete the world map floor puzzle.
 ʹ Point to Europe on the completed puzzle. Say that missionaries travel to 
Europe to tell the Roma people about Jesus.
 ʹ Assemble the missions pictures. Tell boys and girls that many 
missionaries sell or leave all of their stuff in order to go places to tell 
people about Jesus. Compare their actions to the man in the Bible story.
 ʹ Explain that missionaries show love to God by obeying Him.
 ʹ Say the Weekly Verse together with the kindergartners. (puzzles)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the coloring sheet for each child. Print Joshua and Matthew 
each on a sticky note.

 ʹ Lead kids to color the page. Talk about the Bible story as children work.
 ʹ Say both the Weekly Verse and Unit Verse.
 ʹ Show the Bible book names. Talk about which verse is found in which 
book. Stick the book name on the appropriate poster.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Guide boys and girls to work together to clean up the room.
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God created the world in six days 
and rested on the seventh.

God created people able to  
make choices.

God planned for people to care for 
the things He made.

As we wrap up this summer, we pray that the Levels of 

Biblical Learning have helped you share God’s 
truth with the individual age groups you teach. So 

far, preschoolers have learned about the church 

and people. Throughout this unit, they will discover 

God’s work through creation and family. In the 

first half, focus on the miracle of creation: how God 
created the WORLD and PEOPLE from 

absolutely nothing. In the second half, help preschoolers 

understand that God’s design included 
FAMILIES. 

As you consider how to teach about family, 
remember that even preschoolers are 
learning lots of different ideas of what families 
can look like. We want to focus on sharing God’s 

original design so that they can know the difference. 

Be sure not to shame any kind of family as you share. 

Preschoolers may be raised by grandparents or single 

parents or any other variation. We want to show love 
to ALL families while remembering that God 

meant for families to exist as mother, father, and children. 

CREATION
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Cindy Wiley: Cindy wrote the sessions for Unit 3. She lives in Hermitage, Tennessee, and teaches kindergartners 

with her husband, Scott, at Tulip Grove Baptist Church in Old Hickory, Tennessee.

BEGINNING
In the

Session 1

GOD CREATED 
THE WORLD 

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
God created the 
world in six days 

and rested on  
the seventh.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 1:1-19

Weekly  
Bible Verse

In the beginning, 
God made the 

world. Genesis 1:1

Unit Verse
Psalm 139:14

Life Point
God made the 

world.

Suggested  
Week of Use

August 2

Session 2

GOD CREATED 
ANIMALS

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
God created the 
world in six days 

and rested on  
the seventh.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 1:20-25, 

30-31

Weekly  
Bible Verse

God saw everything 
He had made, and 
it was very good. 

Genesis 1:31

Unit Verse
Psalm 139:14

Life Point
God made animals.

Suggested  
Week of Use

August 9

Session 3

GOD CREATED 
PEOPLE

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning

God created  
people able to  
make choices.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 2:4-24

Weekly  
Bible Verse

I am wonderfully 
made. Psalm 139:14

Unit Verse
Psalm 139:14

Life Point
God made people.

Suggested  
Week of Use
August 16

Session 4

GOD PLANNED 
FOR FAMILIES 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
God planned for 

people to care for 
the things  
He made.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 1:27-28; 

3:20; 4:1-2

Weekly  
Bible Verse

God made man  
and woman.  
Genesis 1:27

Unit Verse
Psalm 139:14

Life Point
God planned for 

families to care for 
His world.

Suggested  
Week of Use
August 23

Session 5

JOSEPH LOVED 
HIS BROTHERS

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning

God created people 
able to make choices.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 37;  

42:1-8,25-26;  
43:1-2,15-17; 

45:1-14; 46:28-34; 
50:15-21

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Be kind to one 
another.  

Ephesians 4:32

Unit Verse
Psalm 139:14

Life Point
God wants people 

to choose to  
show love.

Suggested  
Week of Use
August 30

Unit 3. At a Glance
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LIFE POINT
God made  
the world.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

From deep-sea diving to mountain climbing and from birdwatching to 
stargazing, there is no end to discovering and experiencing the world in 
which we live. Oceans are vastly different from mountaintops and so are the 
animals that inhabit them. There are thousands of bird species, but there are 
billions upon billions of stars! 

Genesis 1–2 tells how everything happened. The very first verse of the Bible 
declares that God created heaven and earth—the entire universe. The verses 
that follow go into more detail about the Creator’s amazing act of making 
something out of absolutely nothing. 

The original Hebrew words for formless and empty are tohu and bohu 
(tohubohu or tohu wa-bohu) and have a similar sound when read aloud. The 
wordplay helps us understand the nothingness from which God brought the 
universe. Translated, together the words indicate that the earth had no form 
or shape and that there was nothing on it.  

God’s spoken words created light on the first day and the sky on the second. 
On the third day God spoke, and the water receded and formed seas with the 
resulting land bringing forth vegetation. God set the sun, moon, and stars in 
place on day four. 

For the ancient Hebrews, there was no wondering about God’s creative 
process. They accepted God and His acts, all of them, at “faith value.” Their 
unwavering belief in God gave no room for speculation. How easily are you 
able to believe in God’s omnipotence to create ex nihilo, out of nothing?

How can you help the kids in your group understand that God is the only One 
who could do what He did? It is vitally important to prepare preschoolers now 
for a later time when they will need to refute non-biblical accounts of creation.

GOD CREATED THE WORLD 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created the world in 
six days and rested on the 
seventh.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 1:1-19

WEEKLY VERSE
In the beginning, God 
made the world. Genesis 1:1

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
August 2

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.44     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  1
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 › Pack Items 3, 6, 7, 24, 
25, 26: “Unit 3 Banner,” 
“Psalm 139:14,” “Word 
Cards” (create), 
“Unit 3 Weekly 
Verses” (Genesis 1:1), 
“Bible Cards,” “Color 
Gameboard” 

 › Teaching Picture 9

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Beanbag, rhythm sticks 
or wide craft sticks  
(2 per child)

 › Mark today’s Weekly 
Verse in the Bible. 

 › See Printables for group-
time bonus ideas.

GOD CREATED THE WORLD 
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Sing together. Play “The Beginning.” Lead the kids to sing along.
 ʹ Introduce the unit. Show the banner and read aloud the title. Tell the 
kids they will be learning about the beginning of the world. Say the Life 
Point: “God made the world.” 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Show the Genesis Bible card and explain that the 
name means “beginnings.” Show the Old Testament card. As you open 
your Bible to Genesis 1, tell kids that Genesis is the first book of the Old 
Testament. Tell the Bible story in your own words.

GOD CREATED THE WORLD
—Based on Genesis 1:1-19

In the beginning God made the heavens and the earth. Only God 
was there. God said, “Let the light shine.” And light began to shine. 
God separated the light (the day) from the darkness (the night). This 
was the first day.

God separated the waters from the sky. This was the second day.
God said, “Let the water gather together and let dry land appear.” 

God called the water “seas” and the dry land “earth.” God saw that 
what He had made was good.

God said, “Let plants and trees grow on the earth.” All kinds of 
plants with seed and trees began to grow. God saw that all these 
things were good. That was the third day.

God said, “Let lights shine in the sky to provide light on the earth.” 
God made the sun for the day and the moon for the night. He placed 
stars in the sky to shine in the night. He placed all the planets in 
the sky. God saw it was good. This was the fourth day. God said 
everything He made was good.

 ʹ Review the Bible story and the Life Point. Ask the kids: “Who made the 
world?” (God) Show the word card create and talk about the definition. 
Comment that today you only talked about days one through four 
of creation, but God created the world in six days and rested on the 
seventh. Show the Teaching Picture and let each child point to and 
name something God made. Spread the gameboard on the floor. Allow 
each child a turn to toss the beanbag on the gameboard and name 
something of that color God created on days one through four.
 ʹ Learn the Weekly Verse. Tell kids that the Weekly Verse is the very 
first verse in the Bible. Open your Bible to the marked verse and read 
it aloud. Lead kids to repeat the verse with you. Give each child two 
rhythm or craft sticks. Say the verse together several times while 
tapping the sticks. Change rhythms each time you repeat the verse. 
 ʹ Pray. Pray, thanking God for the beautiful world He made.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “God Created the World” video. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Items 27, 28, 29, 30: 
“Days of Creation Cards,” 
“Creation Puzzles,” Find 
and Match Game,” Find 
and Match Cards”

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Pencils, small bag

 › Pack Item 24: “Unit 3 
Weekly Verses”  
(Genesis 1:1)

 › Bible, blankets, pillows, 
bathrobes, alarm clock or 
kitchen timer, baby dolls

 › Teaching Picture 9

 › Potting soil in a dishpan, 
cups, spoons, grass seed, 
spray bottle of water, 
permanent marker, 
gallon ziplock bag

Teaching Tip: Use small 
plastic bowls with lids 
for the plants. Kids 
will be able to carry 
their seedlings without 
spilling the soil.

WORK CREATION PUZZLES
Arrange the puzzles on a table. Put the “Find and Match Cards” in a small 
bag near the pictures.

 ʹ Help each child complete the Kids Activity Page. Say the verse together.
 ʹ Invite boys and girls to assemble the creation puzzles, sort the “Days of 
Creation Cards,” or match the pictures. 
 ʹ Talk about the things God made on days one through four. Explain that 
kids will hear about the other days in the next sessions.
 ʹ Point out the word to know on the activity page. Talk about create.
 ʹ Comment that God is very powerful. He created the world in six days 
and rested on the seventh. Thank God for everything He made. (puzzles)

PLAY OUT BEDTIME 
Mark today’s Weekly Verse in the Bible with the marker. Use the blankets 
and pillows to make “beds” on the floor. Arrange the other items where 
kids can access them. 

 ʹ As kids begin to play, ask: “What did God create on the first day?” (day 
and night) Explain that nighttime is a time to rest from the daytime. 
 ʹ Continue to talk about the Bible story as the children pretend to sleep or 
put the baby dolls to bed. Ask kids to tell you what routines they follow 
as they prepare to go to bed each evening.
 ʹ Remind kids that God made the world. Open the Bible to the marked 
verse and read it aloud. 
 ʹ Give each child an opportunity to open the Bible to the marked verse 
and say it with you. 
 ʹ Tell kids that they can thank God for making the world. (dramatic play)

PLANT GRASS SEED
Place the items on a table. Display the Teaching Picture in the ziplock bag. 

 ʹ Help each child to print his name on a cup. Guide him to put soil in his 
cup until it is half full. 
 ʹ Show how to use your fingers to sprinkle a few grass seed over the soil. 
 ʹ Tell kids to cover the seed with some more soil. Kids can then spray 
several sprays of water over their soil.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story as kids plant. Ask if they remember what day God 
created plants. (day 3) Talk about what is beneficial about grass. (food 
for animals, looks pretty, gives green spaces) 
 ʹ Show the Teaching Picture and point to the different kinds of plants 
pictured. Lead the kids to name other plants they know.
 ʹ Say the Weekly Verse. Lead kids to repeat the verse with you.
 ʹ Tell kids to put their cups in a sunny place at home. They should see 
grass growing within two days. (nature)
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LIFE POINT God made the world.

 › Painting smocks, 
scissors, different 
sizes of light-colored 
construction paper, 
blue and black paint, 
paintbrushes, easy-
release tape

 › Blocks, toy trees, 
cardboard tubes, green 
and brown construction 
paper, glue sticks, child 
scissors, large basket  
or box

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions: Mozambique”

 › Music, rhythm 
instruments, tape

 › Printables: “God Created 
the World” Coloring 
Page, “Allergy Alert”

 › Crayons or markers, 
banana or apple (or other 
easy-to-serve fruit), 
plastic knife

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

PAINT OVER SHAPES
Cut several star and circle shapes of different sizes from paper. Arrange the 
shapes on a table with the other art materials.

 ʹ Ask kids to name what God created on day four. (sun, moon, stars) 
Explain that God created these to help measure time and seasons. 
 ʹ Direct kids to tape several shapes to their papers and paint over them 
with the black or blue paint. They can decide to make a night sky or a 
day sky. 
 ʹ Encourage them to paint the entire page and then remove the shapes. 
 ʹ Lead kids to say: “God created the world in six days and rested on the 
seventh.” (art) 

BUILD WITH TREES 
Arrange the toy trees with the blocks. Place the paper, glue sticks, scissors, 
and cardboard tubes in a large basket or box.  

 ʹ Remind the kids that God made all the trees on day three. 
 ʹ Encourage them to build with the toy trees and to make their own trees 
by cutting and gluing the paper to the cardboard tubes.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story as kids play. Lead them to say the Weekly Verse 
together. (blocks)

SING AND THANK GOD
Arrange the instruments near the music. Use tape to attach the missions 
pictures to a nearby wall. 

 ʹ Sit on the floor and invite kids to sing and play instruments to a song. 
 ʹ Play “God Made Family” and encourage kids to sing and play 
instruments. Comment they can thank God for making the world. 
 ʹ After singing, point to the missions pictures. Tell kids that Sally teaches 
the children in Mozambique about God; she tells the people that God 
created the world. She tells them about Jesus.
 ʹ Lead kids to pray for Sally and the work she does. (music)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the sheet for each child. List the fruit on the allergy alert. 

 ʹ Talk about the Bible story as children color the page. Say the Life Point. 
 ʹ Cut small pieces of the fruit for children to taste.
 ʹ Tell kids that God created plants with fruit on day four. Note any seeds in 
your fruit. Say that God planned for plants to continue to grow.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “Peace and Quiet” and guide boys and girls to sing along as they 
help tidy up the room. 
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LIFE POINT
God made 
animals.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Have you ever heard of Mico munduruku? This is a species of monkey in the 
Amazon that researchers recently discovered in 2019. After all these years 
scientists and researchers are still making new discoveries about the world 
God created!

When God created “the heavens and the earth”—the entire universe—He did 
so with purpose. After the amazing act of making something out of nothing, 
the Creator ordered the rest of the world into place. As He formed the world, 
God did so with wisdom and intentionality. On the fifth and sixth days when 
God spoke animals into being by the power of His word, He had already 
provided the light necessary for living things to grow. He had set the sky in 
place. He had separated the water into seas, and dry land grew vegetation. 
The sun, moon, and stars were in place. 

With the sky in place, the birds had a place to fly. With land and sea 
separated, both water creatures and land creatures had unique habitats 
designed for their existence and growth. The plants and trees on the earth 
not only provided shelter but nourishment. Cows had grass to eat; birds had 
trees to nest in; fish and sea creatures had their own food. Even the sun and 
moon served as clocks to remind diurnal animals (most of the animals active 
during the day), crepuscular animals (owls and deer and other animals most 
common at dawn and dusk), and nocturnal animals (like bats and crickets) 
when to take the stage. God’s orchestration was exceptional. From the 
morning sounds of chirping birds to the evening sounds of hooting owls, 
everything in His creation praises Him.

God commanded the animals to be fruitful and multiply. The Bible 
emphasizes that God originally created animals in what we call species, 
unique in the way they functioned and with unique habitats. God saw all of 
this as good. 

Are you an animal lover? Whether or not you have a dog, cat, bird,  
donkey, sheep—any animal— no one can help but marvel at the uniqueness 
of animals. 

How can you help the preschoolers in your group understand that God 
created animals and they can help care for and enjoy them? 

GOD CREATED ANIMALS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created the world in 
six days and rested on the 
seventh.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 1:20-25,30-31

WEEKLY VERSE
God saw everything He 
had made, and it was very 
good. Genesis 1:31

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
August 9

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.48     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  2
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 › Pack Items 3, 6, 24, 25: 
“Unit 3 Banner,”  
“Psalm 139:14,”  
“Unit 3 Weekly Verses” 
(Genesis 1:31), “Bible 
Cards” 

 › Teaching Pictures 9–10

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Mark today’s Weekly 
Verse in the Bible.

GOD CREATED ANIMALS
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Review days of creation. Show Teaching Picture 9 and help kids recall 
what God created on days one through four. Comment that God made 
the world ready for what He created next. Say: “God created the world in 
(pause for kids to say ‘six’) days and rested on the (pause for ‘seventh’).”
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Show each Bible card as you remind the kids that 
the Bible story is found in Genesis in the Old Testament. Ask: “What 
does Genesis mean?” (beginnings) Open your Bible to Genesis 1 and tell 
the Bible story in your own words.

GOD CREATED ANIMALS
—Based on 1:20-25,30-31

In the beginning God made the world. He made the day and night. 
He made the sky. He gathered the waters together and made dry 
land. He made plants to grow. He made the sun, moon, and the stars. 
Four days had passed.

God said, “Let the waters fill with all kinds of sea animals. Let the 
birds fly in the sky.” He saw that these things were good. That was 
the fifth day.

Then God said, “Let living creatures fill the earth—all kinds of 
animals, cattle and wild animals and crawling animals.” God made 
every kind of animal. God said that the animals would eat the plants 
and fruit that He had made. 

Then God made people. God saw everything that He had made. It 
was very good. That was the sixth day.

All the heavens and earth were created. God had finished making 
them. On the seventh day, God rested. 

 ʹ Review and pray. Show Teaching Picture 10. Allow the kids to pass the 
picture around the circle and hold it for a few seconds. Repeat the Life 
Point with the kids. Ask each child to name his favorite animal. Comment 
that kids will learn more about God creating people in the next session. 
Lead kids to thank God for all the animals and for His beautiful world.
 ʹ Sing and move. Play “God Made Family” and name different ways for 
kids to move during the music: gallop like a horse; hop like a bunny; 
crawl like a turtle; climb like a monkey; waddle like a penguin. Play the 
song again and encourage kids to sing along.
 ʹ Learn the Weekly Verse. Open the Bible to the marked verse and read it 
aloud. Lead the kids to repeat it with you at least twice. Form two groups 
of kids. Lead the first group to say “God saw everything He had made,” 
and the second group to say “and it was very good.” Everyone says 
“Genesis 1:31.” After saying the verse two times, switch groups and say 
the verse two more times.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “God Created Animals” video.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Bible, animal stencils, 
colored pencils, paper

 › Teaching Picture 10

 › Paper, washable paint 
in shallow containers, 
newspaper, white or 
manila construction 
paper, craft feathers, 
painting smocks, pencils, 
gallon-size ziplock bag

 › Pack Item 24: “Unit 3 
Weekly Verses”  
(Genesis 1:31)

 › Bible, wooden blocks, 
plastic or wooden farm 
animal figures, large 
craft sticks

 › Doctor kit, small stuffed 
animals, clipboard with 
paper, pencils, table, 
chairs, paper, marker, 
tape

 › Optional: Scrub tops

USE ANIMAL STENCILS
Lay the Bible with the stencils and colored pencils.  

 ʹ Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Show kids how to draw inside 
the stencils to make animals on their papers.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story as kids work. 
 ʹ Comment that God made every kind of animal—big and little, wild 
animals and cattle, birds and fish, insects and bugs. 
 ʹ Help a child open the Bible to Genesis 1:31. Say the verse together: “God 
saw everything He had made, and it was very good.” 
 ʹ Offer to print the verse on a child’s paper or help her print the verse. 
 ʹ Thank God for the world He made. (writing)

PAINT WITH FEATHERS
Put the Teaching Picture in the ziplock bag to protect it from the paint. 
Cover the table with newspaper. Display the picture with the art materials. 

 ʹ Ask kids what God created on day five. (fish and birds) Point to the 
feathers and tell kids they can use these to paint on their papers. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story as the kids paint. 
 ʹ Say: “God saw everything He had made, and it was very good.” 
 ʹ Point to the Teaching Picture and ask kids to identify different kinds of 
birds in the picture. (art)

BUILD ANIMAL PENS
Mark the Weekly Verse in the Bible. Lay the Bible on the floor with the 
other items.

 ʹ Mention that farms usually have pens or fences to keep their animals 
from wandering away. Encourage kids to build pens with the items.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story as children build. 
 ʹ Say: “God made all the animals; God made cattle, which are the kinds of 
animals you can find on a farm.” 
 ʹ Help a child open the Bible to the marked verse. Point to the words as 
you read it aloud. 
 ʹ Say that God made animals and said they were very good. (blocks)

PLAY OUT VETERINARY OFFICE
Print a sign that says Animal Care or Veterinary Office. Attach the sign to a 
wall near a table. Place all items on the table. 

 ʹ Invite kids to pretend to work in a vet’s office. Some kids can be doctors 
and others can be people bringing in pets for care. 
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story as the kids play. 
 ʹ Comment that God made all the animals on days five and six. Say: “God 
created the world in six days and rested on the seventh.” 
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LIFE POINT God made animals.

 › Pack Items 27, 28, 29, 30: 
“Days of Creation Cards,” 
“Creation Puzzles,” “Find 
and Match Game,” “Find 
and Match Cards”

 › Pack Item 26: “Color 
Gameboard”

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions: Mozambique”

 › Music, Bible, beanbag,  
6 colored paper 
strips that match the 
gameboard colors, 
marker

 › Printables: “God Created 
Animals” Coloring Page

 › Crayons or markers

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

 ʹ Ask kids if they remember what God said about the things He made. 
(They were very good.) Thank God for His very good creation.
 ʹ Repeat the Weekly Verse with boys and girls.
 ʹ Encourage children to talk about the animals they may have at their 
houses. Talk about ways to care for these animals. (dramatic play)

WORK PUZZLES
Prepare each of the pack items. Arrange each item in a different area of a 
table. Mix and stack the “Find and Match Cards” near the game. 

 ʹ Invite boys and girls to work the puzzles. They can sort the “Days of 
Creation Cards,” assemble the “Creation Puzzles,” and match the cards 
to the “Find and Match Game.” 
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story as the children play. Say that God made all the 
animals on days five and six. 
 ʹ Lead kids to repeat the Bible verse with you. Mention that God called 
His creation very good, and that meant it was perfect. Thank God for 
making the wonderful world. (puzzles)

PLAY A GAME
Print the following on the colored paper strips, one per strip: Weekly Verse, 
Unit Verse, Bible Story, Life Point, Level of Biblical Learning, Missions. Place 
the strips for the Weekly Verse, Unit Verse, and Bible Story in the Bible at 
the correct references. Place the other three strips randomly in the Bible. 
Lay the gameboard and Bible on the floor. 

 ʹ Give the beanbag to a child to toss onto the board. When the beanbag 
lands on a color, the child should open the Bible to the matching strip.
 ʹ Do the following for each matching strip: lead all the kids to say the 
verse; lead the kids to say the statement; name an animal God made; 
show a missions picture and tell that Sally tells children about God  
and Jesus.
 ʹ Sing “The Beginning” with boys and girls. Lead them to talk about all the 
things that God created. (games)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the coloring sheet for each child.

 ʹ Talk about the Bible story as children color the page.
 ʹ Say that God made all the animals.
 ʹ Call out an animal name. Lead kids to act out that animal. Call another 
animal for kids to be. Repeat as time allows.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Guide boys and girls to work together to clean up the room. 
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LIFE POINT
God made people.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

The word paradise has many different meanings to people. Some people 
may think paradise is sitting on a sandy beach with sounds of crashing waves 
while others might think lying in a hammock in a dense forest with birds 
chirping is paradise. 

God intended the garden of Eden to be a paradise for the people He created. 
The word Eden refers to a pleasant place, and it was. After God created 
everything in the garden, He wanted someone to work it. On the sixth day 
of creation, God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed life 
into him. The image is like a potter making a vessel from a lump of clay. Out 
of everything God created, people are His most treasured creation. God 
created us in His image. He made us to have a relationship with Him. God did 
not make that possible with anything else in His creation. He even placed us 
above all of His creation, and He gave the first man the fun job of gardening 
and the task of naming and caring for the animals and all of His creation.

God knew Adam needed a companion, but none of the animals would do. So 
God created Eve from Adam’s rib. The two were intended to be “one flesh,” 
a most sacred relationship from the beginning of time to this very day. God 
ordained marriage. And just as a breathless groom admires his blushing 
bride, Adam saw Eve, and they became one! Adam and Eve were the first 
family, a man and woman brought together by God. 

The garden of Eden was Adam and Eve’s home, their paradise. Knowing God 
is the Creator of all good things, how can you rely on Him to make your home 
paradise for your family? 

How can you help the kids in your group accept that all families do not look 
exactly the same? How will you help them understand that though families 
may look different, God’s plan is for all families to begin with a marriage 
between a man and a woman—biblical marriage? 

GOD CREATED PEOPLE

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created people able to 
make choices.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 2:4-24

WEEKLY VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
August 16

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.52     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  3
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 › Pack Items 3, 6, 24, 25, 
31: “Unit 3 Banner,” 
“Psalm 139:14,” “Unit 3 
Weekly Verses”  
(Psalm 139:14), 
“Bible Cards,” “In the 
Beginning”

 › Teaching Picture 11

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Sticky notes

 › Mark today’s Weekly 
Verse in the Bible.

GOD CREATED PEOPLE
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Review previous creation stories. Remind kids that God had finished 
creating the world. Read through page 7 of the book “In the Beginning.” 
Say: “Today you will hear about how God created people.” 
 ʹ Learn the Weekly Verse. Open the Bible to Psalm 139:14. Read aloud the 
verse. Hold up the poster and point to each word as you read it again as 
the kids say the verse with you. Use a sticky note to cover one word of 
the verse. Say the verse again, but let the kids say the covered word by 
themselves. Continue to cover words and say the verse until they are all 
covered. Tell the kids that this verse reminds us that people are God’s 
most special creation. God made people able to make choices.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Show the “Bible Cards” one at a time and prompt 
kids to say Genesis and Old Testament. Open the Bible to Genesis 2 and 
tell the Bible story in your own words.

GOD CREATED PEOPLE
—Based on Genesis 2:4-24

God had created a beautiful world. The last thing God made was people.
God said, “People will be different from the other things created. They 

will rule over the animals, fish, and birds. They will care for the earth.”
God had spoken to create everything He had made, but now He 

used dust from the ground to make a man. God breathed life into the 
man’s nostrils.

God put the man in the garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
God said, “You can eat from any tree but one. Do not eat from that 

special tree.”
God said, “The man should not be alone. I will make a helper for him.”
God brought the animals to the man. The man named all the 

animals. God knew that none of the animals would be the right kind 
of helper for the man.

God made the man fall asleep. He took a rib from the man and 
made a woman. 

The man’s name was Adam; the woman’s name was Eve. They 
were the first people.

 ʹ Review and talk about the Life Point. Show the Teaching Picture. Lay 
the picture on the floor in front of the kids. Ask: “Who made people?” 
Lead the kids to say, “God made people.” Repeat several times. Ask 
other questions such as “How did God make the man? How did God 
make the woman? What job did God give the man and woman? What 
were the names of the man and woman?”
 ʹ Pray. Call on volunteers to pray. Close the prayer time by thanking God 
for loving people and making them special.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “God Created People” video. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Nonbreakable mirrors, 
paper ( 1 sheet per child), 
markers or crayons

 › Pack Item 24: “Unit 3 
Weekly Verses”  
(Psalm 139:14)

 › Bible, baby dolls, 
diaper bag, baby care 
items, doll clothes, doll 
bed, blankets, plastic 
dishpan, water, towels

 › Optional: Rocking chair

 › Wooden blocks, markers, 
poster board

DRAW SELF-PORTRAITS
Print I am wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 at the top of paper for each child. 

 ʹ Help each child complete a Kids Activity Page.
 ʹ Give each child a paper and read aloud the verse at the top. Tell kids 
that God made people, His most special creation of all. 
 ʹ Encourage the boys and girls to draw their self-portraits. They can look 
in the mirrors to aid in their drawings. 
 ʹ Encourage boys and girls to talk about their hair color, eye color, and 
other features.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story as they draw. Comment that God created people to 
make choices. Thank God for making people. (art)

CARE FOR BABIES
Put a small amount of water in the dishpan. Set the pan on a towel. Lay 
another towel nearby for drying. Mark the Weekly Verse in the Bible using 
the marker strip.

 ʹ Invite children to care for the babies. They can bathe the babies, feed 
and dress them, rock them to sleep, and so forth. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Say: “God made people.” Comment that God made 
Adam and Eve as grown-ups, but now He makes babies. 
 ʹ Talk about the things that babies can do and things the kindergartners 
can do.
 ʹ Help each child open the Bible. Point to the words as you say the verse: 
“I am wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14” (dramatic play)

MEASURE WITH BLOCKS
Draw three lines on the poster board, making four columns. Label the 
columns Name, Eye Color, Hair Color, Height. Place the poster board and 
markers on the floor near the blocks.  

 ʹ Tell the kids that God made them and they are special; each of them is 
different—hair color, eye color, and size. 
 ʹ Help each child print his name, eye color, and hair color on the poster 
board. Then direct him to lie on the floor so other kids can measure him 
with blocks. Tell kids to lay blocks end to end next to him and count 
how many. Record the number on the poster board. Continue with each 
interested child.
 ʹ Suggest kids build the lengths of two kids and compare them. Count the 
number of blocks in each line. Comment that God made each person 
but no person is just like another one.
 ʹ Lead the kids to say the verse, “I am wonderfully made.” Remind kids 
that God made people different from every other part of creation. 
(blocks)
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LIFE POINT God made people.

 › Pack Item 6:  
“Psalm 139:14”

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions: Mozambique”

 › Washable ink pads,  
half-sheets of white 
paper, magnifying 
glasses, baby wipes

 › Pack Items 28, 32: 
“Creation Puzzles,” 
“Faces Matching Game”

 › Teaching Picture 11

 › Bible

 › Pack Item 26: “Color 
Gameboard”

 › Music, sticky notes, pen, 
beanbag

 › Printables: “God Created 
People” Coloring Page

 › Crayons or markers

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

EXAMINE FINGERPRINTS
 ʹ Invite kids to make their fingerprints on a paper and examine them with 
the magnifying glasses. Kids may enjoy comparing their fingerprints to 
those of other kids. (Use wipes to clean fingertips.)
 ʹ Show and read the verse poster. Tell kids that God made every person 
different. God created all people able to make choices. Sometimes 
people make right choices and sometimes they make wrong choices.
 ʹ Show the missions pictures. Talk about Sally and the work she does in 
Mozambique. Tell kids that missionaries help people understand that 
God made people and they are wonderfully made.
 ʹ Note that missionaries also tell about Jesus. (nature)

MATCH FACES
Arrange the “Faces Matching Game” cards facedown on a table. Lay the 
“Creation Puzzles” nearby.

 ʹ As kids play the matching game, tell the Bible story. Comment that God 
made people, and God has a special plan for people.
 ʹ Compare the faces. Say that each person is different, and God loves 
each person. God created people able to make choices.
 ʹ Help a child to open the Bible to Genesis 2. Say that this is where we 
can read about God’s creation of people. 
 ʹ Help each child look in the Bible and find Adam and Eve’s names. Thank 
God for making people. (games)

MOVE TO MUSIC
Print a different movement on six separate sticky notes. Use movements 
such as clap hands, pound fists, pat knees, jump, march in place, kick. 
Place one sticky note on each color of the gameboard. 

 ʹ Invite one child to toss the beanbag onto the gameboard on the floor. 
Read the movement and tell kids to move while the music plays. After 
30 seconds or so of music, stop the music. 
 ʹ Ask another child to toss onto a movement.  
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Say that God made each person. Lead kids to 
say: “I am wonderfully made.” (music)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the coloring sheet for each child.

 ʹ Talk about the Bible story as kids color the page.
 ʹ Say the verse: “I am wonderfully made.” Lead kids to print the verse.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “God Made Family.” Guide kids to sing as they help clean up. 
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LIFE POINT
God planned for 
families to care 
for His world.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

God spoke into existence light, the sky, seas, and land that provided 
vegetation. The Creator set the sun, moon, and stars in place. Then He filled 
the oceans with life and the sky with birds. Such a beautiful world! But God 
was not done! 

On the sixth and final day of creation, God created animals, and then God 
made man from dust. God made man in His image, and God breathed life 
into the man. After He made man, God caused the man to fall asleep, and 
then God made a woman from Adam’s rib. People are God’s most precious 
creation—created in His image. He fashioned us like a potter makes a 
precious vessel. People are able to have a relationship with God as nothing 
else in His creation can. God also gave people the honor and privilege of 
taking care of His creation.

God gave the first people the task of caring for the shrubs, plants, trees, and 
animals. Working the garden was originally a joy, not a demanding job. Caring 
for the animals was a treat, not a dreaded chore. 

Sometime later, Eve gave birth to two sons, Cain and Abel. As their family 
grew, the sons assisted their parents in taking care of the world. Adam, Eve, 
and their two sons made taking care of what God had created a priority. Cain 
was a gardener, and Abel was a shepherd. 

In what ways are you and your family caring for creation in order to make it a 
better place? When is the last time you praised God for His good earth?

How will you paint a picture of God’s beautiful world and help preschoolers 
embrace their opportunity to care for it?

GOD PLANNED FOR FAMILIES

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God planned for people  
to care for the things  
He made.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 1:27-28; 3:20; 4:1-2

WEEKLY VERSE
God made man and 
woman. Genesis 1:27

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
August 23

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.56     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  4

http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife


 › Pack Items 3, 6, 7, 24, 
25, 32: “Unit 3 Banner,” 
“Psalm 139:14,” “Word 
Cards” (family), “Unit 3 
Weekly Verses” (Psalm 
139:14 and Genesis 1:27), 
“Bible Cards,” “Faces 
Matching Game” 

 › Teaching Picture 12

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Mark today’s Weekly 
Verse and the Unit Verse 
in the Bible. 

 › See Printables for group-
time bonus ideas.

GOD PLANNED FOR FAMILIES
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Review learning. Remind the kids that they have been learning about 
God’s creation of the world. God made the earth and animals and 
people. Lay the matching game cards facedown on the floor. Allow each 
child a turn to flip over two cards to find a match. Play until all matches 
are made. Show the word card family and read the definition. Say that 
today they will learn that God planned for families to care for His world.
 ʹ Sing. Play “God Made Family.” Lead kids to pat their legs and listen to 
the words. After the song, ask each child to talk about something she 
likes to do with her family. Say that today they will hear about the very 
first family.
 ʹ Learn the Bible verses. Open your Bible to Psalm 139:14. Read aloud the 
verse. Show the poster and lead kids to say the verse with you. Remind 
them that God made people different from all the other living creatures. 
Open the Bible to Genesis 1:27 and read aloud the verse. Tell kids to say 
the verse in different kinds of voices: whisper, baby, deep, normal. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Show the “Bible Cards” as kids repeat the 
words Genesis and Old Testament. Remind kids that Genesis means 
“beginnings,” and they have been learning about the beginning of time. 
Open the Bible to Genesis and tell the Bible story in your own words.

GOD PLANNED FOR FAMILIES
—Based on Genesis 1:27-28; 3:20; 4:1-2

After God made the man and the woman, He placed them in the 
garden of Eden. God gave them special instructions: “Take care of 
the garden. Work hard and have children. Take care of the fish, birds, 
and all the animals.”

Adam and Eve did not obey God. They had to leave the garden and 
live outside it. After Adam and Eve left the garden, they had to work 
hard. Eve had a son and named him Cain. Then she had another son 
and named him Abel. Both Cain and Abel worked as they grew older. 
Abel was a shepherd, and Cain was a farmer. 

Adam, Eve, Cain, and Abel were the first family.

 ʹ Pray. Thank God for His plan. Ask God to help boys and girls work in 
their families to take care of God’s world. Call on volunteers and allow 
them to pray.
 ʹ Review and apply the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture. Ask kids 
to tell the names of the first family. Talk about the jobs God gave them 
to do. Ask kids to think of ways their families can care for God’s world. 
Encourage kindergartners to name ways to care for animals around their 
homes, ways to care for plants, and ways to keep the world clean. 
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “God Planned for Families” video. Sing “My Father’s 
World” with the kindergartners.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Bible, construction 
paper (1 sheet of 12-by-
18-inch paper per child), 
markers, crayons, yarn 
or string, masking tape

 › PVC pipes and 
connectors, paper, 
marker

Teaching Tip: PVC pipe 
can be bought at home 
improvement stores. 
They will cut it for you. 
Use sturdy pipe, 1½- to 
2-inches in diameter.

 › Pack Item 31: “In the 
Beginning”

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions: Mozambique”

 › Bible, books 
about ecology and 
conservation, small quilt 
and pillows, strip of 
paper, stapler

MAKE FAMILY BANNERS
 ʹ Help each child complete a Kids Activity Page.
 ʹ Give each child a large piece of construction paper. Tell kids they can 
make a family banner by printing their last names and drawing pictures 
of their families doing things together. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story as kids work on their banners. Help each child open 
the Bible to today’s Bible story and find the names of the first family.
 ʹ Explain that God planned for families to care for His world. Encourage 
boys and girls to tell ways their families care for God’s world.
 ʹ Help each child tape a length of yarn to the top of his banner and tie the 
ends together. Tell kids they can hang their banners at home to remind 
them that their family can help care for God’s world. (art)

BUILD WITH PIPES
Print God made man and woman. Genesis 1:27 on the paper, Lay the paper 
with the pipes.

 ʹ Invite kids to build with the pipes by fitting the pipes and connectors 
together. Explain that pipes like these carry water into homes and  
other places. 
 ʹ Show the paper with the verse and read it aloud. Say the verse together.
 ʹ Use one of the pipes and whisper the verse to a child. 
 ʹ Tell kids they can whisper into one end of a pipe and the sound will 
travel the distance to the end, no matter how long the connections are. 
Encourage kids to whisper the verse into a pipe as another child listens 
at another end.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story as children continue to build. (blocks)

READ BOOKS
Staple together the missions pictures along one edge. Mark the Bible with 
the paper strip at Genesis 4. Spread the quilt on the floor in a quiet area. 
Add the Bible, books, and pillows.

 ʹ Invite kids to relax on the quilt and look at the books and the Bible. 
 ʹ Open to the marked Bible passage and help a child find the names Cain 
and Abel. Tell kids these were the names of Adam and Eve’s children.
 ʹ While kids look at the missions pictures, talk about Sally and her work 
with people in Mozambique. Tell kids that she helps people understand 
God’s plan for families.
 ʹ Tell kids that people in Mozambique need to hear about Jesus and His 
love for families. People all over the world need to hear about Jesus and 
His love. Say that people in your town need to hear about Jesus’ love for 
families, too.
 ʹ Read the book “In the Beginning” and recall the story about God’s 
creation of the world. (books)
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LIFE POINT God planned for families to care for His world.

 › Teaching Picture 12

 › Children’s gardening 
tools, plastic flower pots, 
small gardening gloves, 
watering can, chenille 
stems, tissue paper, 
children’s scissors, tape

 › Pack Items 6, 24:  
“Psalm 139:14,” “Unit 3 
Weekly Verses” (Psalm 
139:14 and Genesis 1:27)

 › Bible, construction 
paper, scissors, markers, 
stickers

 › Pack Items 7, 29, 30: 
“Word Cards” (creation, 
family, love), “Find and 
Match Game,” “Find and 
Match Cards”

 › Letter tiles

 › Printables: “God 
Planned for Families” 
Coloring Page

 › Watercolors, brushes, 
cups of water

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

PRETEND TO GARDEN
Arrange the gardening supplies on a table. Display the Teaching Picture.

 ʹ Invite kids to plant and tend a garden. Explain that they can make their 
own flowers from chenille stems and tissue paper. They can “dig” in the 
garden or pretend to pull weeds.
 ʹ Prompt kids to tell any stories about working in a garden at home.
 ʹ Point to the Teaching Picture and tell the Bible story. 
 ʹ Comment that God told Adam and Eve to take care of the garden of 
Eden; after they left the garden they had to work hard. 
 ʹ Say that God planned for families to care for His world. (dramatic play)

MAKE A BIBLE MARKER
Cut construction paper into 3-by-9-inch strips. Print the Weekly Verse on a 
sheet of paper. Display the Weekly Verse and “Psalm 139:14” poster with 
the art materials. Mark the verses in the Bible with the appropriate marker.  

 ʹ Show each of the verses printed on paper. Help kids open the Bible 
to the marked verses. Remind kids they have been learning about the 
creation of the world.
 ʹ Invite boys and girls to make their own Bible markers. Each child can 
print a verse on a strip and decorate the strip with the materials. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story as the children work on their markers. Encourage 
them to put the markers in a Bible to help remember that God planned 
for families to care for His world. (writing)

SPELL WORDS
Display the three word cards on a table near the letter tiles. Place the “Find 
and Match Game” with the cards stacked near the game. 

 ʹ Point to the words and read them aloud. Recall the meanings with the 
children and how they are related to what they have been learning. 
 ʹ As children spell the words on the cards or other words they know, tell 
the Bible story. Remind kids that God planned for people to care for the 
things He made. 
 ʹ Offer the “Find and Match Game” for kids who are waiting for a turn with 
the letters. (puzzles)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the coloring sheet for each child. 

 ʹ Talk about the Bible story as kids paint on the page.
 ʹ Say the Life Point: “God planned for families to care for His world.” 

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Guide boys and girls to work together to clean up the room. 
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LIFE 
POINT

God wants  
people to  
choose to  
show love.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“We Are Family” was a popular song in the 70s and 80s. Ironically, the song is 
about sisters and sung by women, but two men wrote the song. The song is 
about a united family and invites all those listening to celebrate and sing! 

Unfortunately, this song would not apply to Joseph’s family for more than 
one reason. Joseph’s family was large, eleven brothers, but he had only one 
sister. Aside from the fact that Joseph had only one sister, God showed us 
how unloving and unkind the family members were. Joseph was a tattletale 
and his father’s favorite. In fact, his father gave him a special coat none of his 
siblings had. He also revealed he dreamed, not once but twice, that he would 
rule over his family. None of these things are the formula for a loving and 
caring family.

Jealousy turned into anger, hatred, and finally into revenge and violence. 
Joseph’s older brothers attacked him! After they got rid of Joseph by selling 
him, they had to devise a plan to cover their crime. Joseph’s father, Jacob, 
wept when he saw his son’s coat smeared with blood and thought his favorite 
son was dead. 

Sometime later, a famine drove the brothers to Egypt to find food. When his 
brothers bowed to the man in charge of food distribution, they had no idea he 
was their brother. They did not recognize Joseph, but he recognized them! 

When the food supply ended, Jacob sent his sons back to Egypt for more 
grain. Joseph saw how his brothers had changed, and he had compassion for 
them. Joseph also realized God had prepared the way for him to provide for 
his family. He revealed his identity and reconciled with his family.

You may be caring for children, aging adults, both, or even more. Thank 
God for opportunities to care for others and ask for strength and wisdom to 
accomplish the tasks needed in ways that bring honor and glory to Him. 

Help the kids in your group recall how their family members care for them. 
How can you help them identify ways they can care for their family members?

JOSEPH LOVED HIS BROTHERS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created people able to 
make choices.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 37; 42:1-8,25-26; 
43:1-2,15-17; 45:1-14;  
46:28-34; 50:15-21

WEEKLY VERSE
Be kind to one another. 
Ephesians 4:32

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
August 30

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.60     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  5
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 › Pack Items 3, 6, 7, 24, 
25, 26: “Unit 3 Banner,” 
“Psalm 139:14,” “Word 
Cards” (family, love), 
“Unit 3 Weekly Verses” 
(Ephesians 4:32), 
“Bible Cards,” “Color 
Gameboard” 

 › Teaching Picture 13

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Sticky notes, pen, 
beanbag

 › Mark today’s Weekly 
Verse in the Bible. 

 › Print the words Who?, 
Where?, What? on sticky 
notes, one word per note. 
Make two sets. Stick 
each note on a different 
square of the gameboard.

 › See Printables for group-
time bonus ideas.

JOSEPH LOVED HIS BROTHERS
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Sing. Play “God Made Family” and encourage the kids to sing. Tell kids 
they will be learning about a family in the Bible. Explain they will hear 
that God created people to make choices and God wants people to 
choose to show love.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Show the “Bible Cards” and say together Genesis 
and Old Testament. Tell kids that all the other stories were from the 
beginning of Genesis, but this story is at the end of Genesis. Open your 
Bible to Genesis 45 and tell the story in your own words.

JOSEPH LOVED HIS BROTHERS
—Based on Genesis 37; 42:1-8,25-26; 43:1-2,15-17; 45:1-14; 46:28-34; 50:15-21

When he was a young man, Joseph was sold to traders by his brothers. 
The traders brought him to Egypt. Joseph worked hard in Egypt and 
became good friends with the pharaoh. During a famine, a time when 
no food could grow, Joseph was in charge of all the food in Egypt.

Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt to buy grain. Joseph recognized 
his brothers, but they did not know him. When his brothers came 
another time, Joseph told them who he was. 

Joseph’s brothers were afraid because of how they had treated him. 
Joseph told his brothers that he forgave them. He said to them, “Even 
though you meant to do bad, God sent me here to help you.”

Joseph invited all his brothers, their families, and their father to come 
live in the best lands of Egypt. When Joseph’s father, Jacob, learned that 
Joseph was alive, he was happy to see his son. All of Joseph’s family left 
the land of Canaan and came to live with Joseph in Egypt.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture. Show the “Word 
Cards” and review the definitions and how they relate to the Bible story. 
Ask: “How did Joseph show love to his brothers?” (gave them food, 
forgave them) Lay the gameboard on the floor in front of the children. 
Let each child have a turn to toss the beanbag onto the gameboard. Ask 
a review question that begins with the word on the sticky note where 
the beanbag lands. Possible questions are: Where did Joseph live? What 
was Joseph’s job? What did Joseph’s brothers come to get? Who was 
happy to learn that Joseph was alive? Who was the leader of the land 
where Joseph lived? Repeat questions as needed.
 ʹ Learn the Weekly Verse. Open the Bible to Ephesians 4:32. Read the 
verse. Repeat the verse together three times. Call on a child to name a 
way to show kindness to someone. Repeat and call on other kids as time 
allows. Tell kids they can show love and be kind to family members.
 ʹ Pray. Tell kids that one way to show love is to pray for someone. Ask 
for volunteers to name someone to pray for. Pray for each child and the 
people named by the kids. Offer opportunities for kids to pray, too.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “Joseph Loved His Brothers” video. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Pages

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Ingredients for trail 
mix (mini pretzels, 
raisins, candy-coated 
chocolates, O-shaped 
cereal), bowl and spoon 
for each ingredient, 
snack-size ziplock bags, 
adhesive labels printed 
with Weekly Verse

Teaching Tip: Customize 
the ingredients for 
the trail mix to your 
students. 

 › Teaching Picture 13

 › Wooden blocks, colored 
masking tape, toy cars, 
children’s scissors

 › Pack Item 24: “Unit 
3 Weekly Verses” 
(Ephesians 4:32)

 › Bible, toy pots and pans, 
toy dishes, toy cleaning 
items, kitchen center

MAKE AND SHARE TRAIL MIX
Post the “Allergy Alert” sign listing the ingredients. Place each ingredient in 
a bowl with a spoon. Lead kids to wash their hands before the activity. 

 ʹ Help each child complete a Kids Activity Page.
 ʹ Invite the kids to make a bag of trail mix for themselves and one for a 
friend. Tell kids they can show love for a friend by sharing some trail mix. 
Guide kids to spoon some of each ingredient into a ziplock bag, then 
make another bag for a friend. 
 ʹ Read the verse. Help kindergartners attach a label with the verse on 
their friends’ bags. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story as children work. Emphasize that Joseph showed 
love for his brothers by giving them food and forgiving the wrong things 
they had done. 
 ʹ Remind the kids that God created people able to make choices and 
Joseph made a right choice by showing love to his brothers. (nature)

MAKE ROADS
Display the Teaching Picture with the blocks and tape. 

 ʹ Invite boys and girls to make tape roads on the floor. Kids can build 
along the roads and drive cars on the tape roads.
 ʹ Show the Teaching Picture and tell the Bible story as the children play. 
Comment that Joseph’s brothers traveled a long way from Canaan to 
Egypt to buy food; they did not recognize that Joseph was their brother. 
 ʹ Say that God made people able to make choices and God wants people 
to choose to show love. Joseph loved his brothers by forgiving what 
they had done to him.
 ʹ Encourage kindergartners to talk about times they travel with families. 
Ask them how they could show love to their family members as they ride 
around town or on a trip. (blocks)

COOK AND CLEAN
Mark the Weekly Verse in the Bible. 

 ʹ Tell the Bible story as kids cook and clean. Say that Joseph had a dinner 
for his brothers in his home.
 ʹ Comment that Joseph chose to show love to his brothers and chose not 
to be mad about what they had done to him. Explain that Joseph forgave 
his brothers. 
 ʹ Encourage boys and girls to talk about their experiences with getting 
ready for guests to come. Ask kids to tell how they show love to people 
who visit them.
 ʹ Open the Bible and say the Weekly Verse together. (dramatic play)
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LIFE POINT God wants people to choose to show love.

 › Pack Item 32: “Faces 
Matching Cards”

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions: Mozambique”

 › Wooden puzzles of 
people, scissors

 › Long sheet of art 
paper, paint in cups, 
paintbrushes, painting 
smocks, marker, tape

 › Magnetic letters F, O, R, 
G, I, V, E; medium-size 
box filled with shredded 
paper; half-sheet of 
paper (4-by-11-inches); 
marker; oil drip pan or 
other large magnetic 
surface

 › Printables: “Joseph 
Loved His Brothers” 
Coloring Page

 › Crayons or markers

 › Option: Send the 
sheet home as a story 
reminder the kids can 
color during the week.

WORK PUZZLES
Use one set of the “Faces Matching Cards” and cut each card in half, using 
a different cut for each picture. Cut each missions picture into 5–6 pieces. 

 ʹ As kids work the puzzles, tell how Joseph showed love to his brothers. 
 ʹ Tell kids they can show love to family members, friends, and even 
people they don’t know well. Say the Weekly Verse together.
 ʹ As children work on the missions puzzles, talk about Mozambique and 
the work that Sally does there. Remind kids that missionaries show love 
to people in other countries or states by telling them about God.
 ʹ Say that missionaries tell people about Jesus. Jesus came to show love 
to others and tell about God’s love. (puzzles)

PAINT A CLASS MURAL
Tape the long art paper to a table. Print LOVE in large letters in the center 
of the paper. Place the paint cups with paintbrushes on the table. 

 ʹ Direct kids to put on a smock before painting.
 ʹ Point to the word and encourage kids tell you what it says. Remind kids 
that Joseph showed love for his brothers and forgave them. 
 ʹ Ask kids to tell you ways they can show love to their families and friends. 
 ʹ Encourage the children to paint a way to show love on the paper. 
 ʹ Say the Life Point as kids finish the mural. Display in your classroom after 
it dries. (art)

FIND LETTERS
Stand the oil drip pan against a wall. Hide the magnetic letters in the 
shredded paper. Print FORGIVE on the paper; tape it to the oil drip pan.

 ʹ Invite boys and girls to search the shredded paper and find the letters. 
When a child finds a letter, he can attach it to the oil pan. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story as children play. Talk about ways that Joseph chose 
to show love to his brothers. 
 ʹ After all the letters are found and put in order, read the word with the 
kids. Say Joseph forgave, which is a way to show love for others. 
 ʹ Say the Life Point. (games)

USE THE COLORING SHEET
Print a copy of the coloring sheet for each child.

 ʹ Talk about the Bible story as kids color the page.
 ʹ Say the Weekly Verse. Remark that people can show love by being kind.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “My Father’s World” and guide boys and girls to sing along as they 
help tidy up the room. 
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SONG LYRICS

Duplication of song lyrics is prohibited.

1. THIS IS CHURCH
(Verse)
We are here
To worship God
We are here
To know You more
We are here
To sing and shout
About the love of our great God

(Chorus)
This is church
We come together 
God, we sing to You
This is church
We remember
God, we live for You
This is church

(Verse)
(Chorus)

(Bridge)
This is the place we learn about You
This is the place we sing and pray 
This is the place we learn to give you 

thanks for everything 

(Repeat) 

(Chorus)

Words and music by Jeffrey B. Scott.
Arranged by Jeffrey B. Scott.
© Copyright 2020 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org).  
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
CCLI #7138660.

2. HE IS G-O-D
(Chorus)
He is G
He is G-O
He is G-O-D
He is God
And I L
And I L-O
And I L-O-V-E Him
He is G
He is G-O
He is G-O-D
He is God
And I L-O-V-E H-I-M

With all my H-E-A-R-T

(Repeat)

God is great
God is powerful
Praise His Name
He is wonderful

(Chorus)
And I L-O-V-E H-I-M
With all my H-E-A-R-T

Words and music by Wayne Tester and Esther 
Maus-Tester. Arranged by Wayne Tester.
© Copyright 2016 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP)/McKinney Music, Inc. (BMI) (admin. 
by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services,  
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7070280.

3. PEOPLE AT CHURCH
You know people at church *pray 

together
People at church pray together
People at church pray together
People at church.

I know I can pray at church
I know I can pray at church
I know I can pray, I can pray
I can pray at church.

*2. work together … work at church
 3. learn together … learn at church
 4. help together … help at church

Words and music by Esther Maus-Tester.
© Copyright 2010 McKinney Music, Inc. 
(BMI) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o Music 
Services, www.musicservices.org).  
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
CCLI #5798656.

5. MAKING DECISIONS
(Chorus)
I’m gonna obey
Do it Gods way
I’m gonna choose to love
The way He does
I’m gonna listen
To what He tells me
When I’m making decisions

(Repeat)

(Verse)
When I look to the left
And look to the right
Everyone I see
I’m gonna treat them right
I’ll shake a hand, be a friend
Like Jesus is to me  

(Chorus)
(Verse 2x) 

(Chorus)
When I’m making decisions
When I’m making decisions

Words and music by Paul Marino and Jeremy 
Johnson. Arranged by Paul Marino and 
Jeremy Johnson. © Copyright 2020 Van 
Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay 
Worship c/o Music Services, www.
musicservices.org). All rights reserved.  
Used by permission. CCLI #7138657.

6. JESUS LOVES ME NO MATTER 
WHAT

(Chorus)
Jesus loves me
No matter what
No matter what
No matter what
Jesus loves me
No matter what
No matter what happens
He loves

God sent Jesus
To show his love
Sent from heaven
He came to us
To show me just how much …

(Repeat All)

(Repeat Chorus 2x)

Words and music by Jeffrey B. Scott.
Arranged by Jeffrey B. Scott.
© Copyright 2017 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org).  
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
CCLI #7087992.
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9. GOD MADE FAMILY
(Verse)
God made the sun, the moon and 

the stars and everything
Then He made people and started 

creating families
He made us to love and to care and 

show all of the love He has given 
So I will love all my family as long as 

I am livin’

(Chorus) 
God made family
God made family 
He puts us together so we can see
How loving each other is what we 

need
God made family 
God made family
Working together giving love freely
We can make this world better 

starting with you and me
God made family

Words and music by Sarah Smith.
Arranged by Tyler Smith.
© Copyright 2020 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP) (admin by LifeWay Worship c/o  
Music Services, www.musicservices.org).  
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
CCLI #7138655.

10. THE BEGINNING
God made all the shinning stars, 

blinking, twinkling from afar.
He looked down and smiled and 

said, “It’s so good what I have 
made.”

God created everything in the 
beginning.

God made all the birds and bees, 
singing, humming in the trees.

He looked down and smiled and 
said, “It’s so good what I have 
made.”

God created everything in the 
beginning.

God made people big and small, 
some are little, some are tall.

He looked down and smiled and 
said, “It’s so good what I have 
made.”

God created everything in the 
beginning.

Words and music by Eleanor J. Maus.

© Copyright 2010 Broadman Press (SESAC) 
(admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o Music 
Services, www.musicservices.org). All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.  
CCLI #5656602.

14. MY FATHER’S WORLD
This is my Father’s world, 
And to my listening ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father’s world: 
Take comfort in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and 

seas; 
His hand the wonders wrought. 

(Chorus)
From mountains high
To oceans deep
This is my Father’s world
In everything
I give Him praise
This is my Father’s world
This is my Father’s world, 
And to my listening ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father’s world: 
The battle is not done 
Jesus who died will be satisfied, 
And earth and heaven be one. 

(Repeat Chorus)

Words by Maltbie D. Babcock.
Tune Terra Beata New words by Jeffrey B. 
Scott. Arranged by Jeffrey B. Scott.
(C) Copyright 2018 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP) (admin by LifeWay Worship c/o Music 
Services, www.musicservices.org).  
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
CCLI #7102786. 

15. GOD IS GOOD MEDLEY
God Is Good Medley
Arranged by Ted Wilson.
Includes
God Is So Good
Music: Traditional.
and Sweet Hour of Prayer
Music by William B. Bradbury.
and Worthy of Worship
Music by Mark Blankenship.
© Copyright 1988 and this arrangement 
© 2009 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) /
McKinney Music, Inc. (BM!) (admin. by 
LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, www.
musicservices.org). All rights reserved. Used 
by permission. CCLI #82869/CCLI# .

16. PEACE AND QUIET
Music by Barny Robertson 
© Copyright 2009 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org).  
All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
CCLI # 5682944.

17. I WILL CLAP MY HANDS
I will *clap my hands
I will clap my hands
I will clap my hands
And praise You God

(Repeat)

(Chorus)
I like to praise You with all of my 

heart
I like to praise You with all of my 

heart

*2, pat my legs
 3. nod my head
 4. tap my toes

(Chorus)

Words and music by Joanne Brown LeDoux.
© Copyright 2005 McKinney Music, Inc. 
(BMI) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o Music 
Services, www.musicservices.org). All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.  
CCLI #4487449.
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with Parents

Admit Believe Confess
Admit to God that you are a sinner. 
The first people God created chose 
to sin and disobey God. Ever since 
then, all people have chosen to sin 
and disobey. (Romans 3:23) Tell 
God you messed up and you are 
sorry for doing your own thing and 
turning away from Him through 
your thoughts, words, and actions. 
Repent, turn away from your sin. 
(Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9) Repent doesn’t 
just mean turning from doing bad 
things to doing good things. It 
means turning from sin and even 
from your own good works and 
turning to Jesus, trusting only in Him 
to save you.

Believe that Jesus is God’s Son and 
accept God’s gift of forgiveness 
from sin. You must believe that 
only Jesus can save you and you 
cannot save yourself from your sin 
problem—not even by praying to 
God, going to church, or reading 
your Bible. Your faith or your trust 
is only in Jesus and what He did 
for you through His life, death, and 
resurrection. (Acts 16:31; Acts 4:12; 
John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9)

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ 
as Savior and Lord. Tell God and tell 
others what you believe. If Jesus is 
your Savior, you are trusting only in 
Him to save you. Jesus is also Lord, 
which means He is in charge and 
calling the shots in your life. You 
can start following Him and doing 
what He says in the Bible. You are 
born again into a new life and look 
forward to being with God forever. 
(Romans 10:9-10,13)

The word gospel means “good news.”  
It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation.  

Use the following guide to share the gospel.

 God rules. The Bible tells us God created everything, including you and me, and He is in charge  
of everything. Invite a volunteer to recite Genesis 1:1 from memory or read it from his Bible.  
Read Revelation 4:11 and Colossians 1:16-17.

 We sinned. Since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God (Romans 3:23). 
The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death (Romans 6:23).

 God provided. Read John 3:16 aloud. God sent His Son Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, 
to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. 
Jesus alone saves us. Read Ephesians 2:8-9.

 Jesus gives. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus 
gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

 We respond. We can respond to Jesus. “The ABCs of Becoming a Christian” is a simple tool that 
helps us remember how to respond when prompted by the Holy Spirit to the gift Jesus offers.



Session 1

SAMUEL IN THE 
TABERNACLE

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED 

 ⋅Bible

 ⋅paper, markers, 
crayons, pencils, 
scissors, ziplock 
bags

 ⋅markers, 
heavyweight 
paper, tape for 
hopscotch grid, 
beanbag

 ⋅large sheets of 
paper, scissors, 
crayons

 ⋅Bible, toy cars, 
blocks

 ⋅Music, small 
rubber ball

Session 2

THE PEOPLE 
SANG

VOLUNTEERS 
WILL NEED 

 ⋅Bible

 ⋅large sheet of 
white paper, 
markers, 
different colors 
of washable 
ink pads, foam 
shape stamps (if 
available)

 ⋅sheets of paper, 
markers, foam 
letters (or 
individual letters 
printed on paper 
squares)

 ⋅Index cards, 
markers, tape, 
blocks or small 
boxes

 ⋅books about God, 
Jesus, and church

 ⋅sheets of paper, 
markers, tape 

Session 3

PEOPLE PRAYED 
FOR PETER

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED 

 ⋅Bible

 ⋅paper plates, 
markers, crayons

 ⋅Bible, index cards, 
markers 

 ⋅Bibles, play 
dishes, dolls, 
available dress-up 
clothes, 4 chairs, 
toy steering 
wheel (or paper 
plate)

 ⋅Bible

Session 4

THE ANTIOCH 
CHURCH 
HELPED

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED 

 ⋅Bible, dry erase 
board, dry erase 
marker, eraser

 ⋅play dough

 ⋅play food, toy 
pots and cooking 
utensils

 ⋅construction 
paper (1 sheet 
per child plus 
scraps to cut 
shapes), chenille 
craft stems (or 
yarn), hole punch, 
markers, scissors

 ⋅paper, marker, 
tablet or smart 
phone to record 
the children

 ⋅Music

 ⋅Bible, verse strip, 
Music

Unit 1. Worshiping God

Coordinator’s Page

BONUS TEACHING HOUR  
for Kindergarten 
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Volunteers

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

UNIT 1
Session 1: June  7
Session 2: June 14
Session 3: June 21
Session 4: June 28

© 2020 LifeWay 

REST ROOM BREAK/WASH HANDS
(5 minutes)

ENJOY A SNACK
(5 minutes)

GROUP TIME/BIBLE STORY
(10–15 minutes)

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
(35 minutes)

CLEAN UP
(5 minutes)

CLOSING ACTIVITY
(10 minutes)

DISMISS
(5 minutes)

REMINDERS
 » Use a calm, quiet voice.
 » Focus attention on the children.
 » Review parents’ instructions and medical information for each child.
 » Release children to authorized adults only.
 » Thank families for bringing their children to church.

BTH–2      U n i t 1



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 1, 
SESSION 1

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
The church is people who 
gather to learn about God 
and Jesus from the Bible.

LIFE POINT
People at church learn 
about God.

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

WEEKLY VERSE
I will teach you the way to 
go. Psalm 32:8

SAMUEL IN THE TABERNACLE

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Tell the children to fly like airplanes around the room. Ask them to land in the 
group-time area.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
SAMUEL IN THE TABERNACLE, 1 SAMUEL 1:24-28; 2:18-26; 3

 » Tell the boys and girls that God wants people to learn about Him. 
Comment that in the Bible story they will hear that Samuel learned  
about God.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » Samuel’s mother prayed for him before he was born. She wanted  
Samuel to work for God.
 » When Samuel was a very young boy, his mother took him to  
the tabernacle (tent church).
 » Samuel’s mother visited him every year and brought him a new robe.
 » God was pleased with Samuel and the people in Israel liked him.
 » God called to Samuel one night but Samuel did not know it was God 
calling him. Samuel thought that Eli, the priest, was calling him.
 » Eli helped Samuel to know God was talking to him.
 » God had some important things to tell Samuel.
 » Samuel grew older and became a prophet, a person who told God’s 
message. The people knew Samuel spoke God’s words.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
What did Samuel’s mother want him to do?
Where did Samuel’s mother take him?
Who called to Samuel?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that people at church learn about God.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”:
Samuel learned about God, 
About God, about God,
Samuel learned about God, 
He listened to God’s words.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to Psalm 32:8 and read the verse. 
Teach the kids 2–3 simple motions for the verse. 
Repeat the verse and motions several times with the 
children. Allow volunteers to take turns saying the 
verse with the motions.
 
PRAY
Thank God that we can come to church to learn 
about Him. Allow volunteers to pray. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People at church 
learn about God.

1. Create a verse puzzle. Print and display the 
Weekly Verse (Psalm 32:8). Give each child a 
piece of paper and encourage kids to print the 
verse on their papers. Say the verse with the 
children. Tell them to use pencils to draw lines 
on the verse to make a puzzle; provide scissors 
for kids to cut along the lines. Talk about the 
story. Mention that Samuel and the other 
people learned about God in the tabernacle. 
Say that people today learn about God at 
church. Allow the kids to exchange puzzles with 
friends. Encourage them to work their puzzles 
at home this week. Provide ziplock bags for 
kids to place their puzzles for transport home.

2. Play a game. Print words from the story: 
Samuel, tabernacle, Eli, God, robe, and prophet 
in one color on heavyweight paper. Print things 
we do at church: praying, giving, singing, and 
preaching in another color. Arrange all in a 
hopscotch grid. Allow each child to take a turn, 
tossing a beanbag on one of the words. When 
a beanbag lands on a word from the story, ask 
the child to recall something from the Bible 
story. If a child throws a beanbag on one of the 
other words, ask him to tell about things people 
do at church. As the children play, remind them 
that people at church learn about God.

3. Make a robe. Cut large sheets of paper into 
robe or shirt shapes. Invite each boy and girl 
to draw designs on one of the shapes. Open 
the Bible and tell the story. Remind the children 
that Samuel’s mother brought him a new robe 
every time she visited him in the tabernacle. 
Say that Samuel worked at the tabernacle, 
helping Eli the priest. Tell the kids that Samuel 
learned about God at the tabernacle. Ask the 
children to name things they have learned 
about God at church.

4. Drive cars. Place toy cars on the floor near 
the blocks. As children build roads and drive 
cars, encourage them to tell how they came to 
church today (in car, van, truck, bus, walking). 
Say that Samuel’s mother took him to the 
tabernacle to work and help Eli. Open the Bible 
to 1 Samuel. Mention that the Bible story is from 
this book. Explain that the Bible is divided into 
two parts. Show them that 1 Samuel is in the 
Old Testament. Help a volunteer to find  
Psalms 95:6. Point to the words and say the 
verse. Tell the kids that the Bible helps people 
at church learn about God.    

CLEAN UP
Assign cleanup tasks for the boys and girls. Thank 
them for doing a great job.

PASS THE BALL
Play music and say the Life Point: “People at church 
learn about God.” Sit in a circle with the kids and 
pass a small rubber ball as the music plays. Stop 
the music and ask the child holding the ball to tell 
you something from the Bible story or something 
people do at church. Resume the music and repeat 
several times until parents arrive. Extend the activity 
by leading kindergartners to say the Weekly Verse 
when you stop the music.

DISMISS
Repeat the verse with each child as he leaves.  
Help the child gather his belongings and a Kids 
Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 1, 
SESSION 2

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People at church worship 
by praying, giving, singing, 
reading the Bible, and 
learning more about God 
and Jesus.

LIFE POINT
People at church sing and 
thank God.

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

WEEKLY VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

THE PEOPLE SANG

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Tell the children to high-five two friends. Tell them to shake hands with two 
other friends before they move to the group-time area.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
THE PEOPLE SANG, EZRA 2:68–3:13

 » Explain to the kids that people come to church to worship God. List 
different ways that people worship: praying, giving, singing, reading the 
Bible, and learning more about God and Jesus. Tell the kids to listen for 
ways that people in the Bible story worshiped God.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » God’s temple needed to be rebuilt.
 » The people gave money to help build the temple.
 » The men built the altar first. The priests burned offerings on the altar to 
worship God. 
 » The people celebrated special festivals and continued to give.
 » The workers built the foundation for the temple. The foundation would 
hold up the temple building.
 » After the foundation was built, the people celebrated with singing and 
playing instruments.
 » Some of the older people cried when they saw the foundation of the new 
temple. Others praised God with joyful shouting.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » What needed to be rebuilt?
 » What did the priests do after the altar was built?
 » How did the people celebrate after the foundation was built?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that people at church sing and thank God.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:
The people sing at church,  
The people sing at church,
The people come to worship God, 
The people sing at church.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to Psalm 95:6 and read the verse. 
Guide preschoolers to say the verse hopping on 
one foot. Say it running in place. Say it a third time 
touching your knees. Ask volunteers to name other 
ways to move as you repeat the verse.
 
PRAY
Pray and thank God that He provides a church for 
people to come to learn more about Him and His 
Son, Jesus. Invite kindergartners to thank God for 
your church, too.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People at church 
sing and thank God.

1. Make a poster. Provide a large sheet of 
white paper, markers, and different colors of 
washable ink pads. Across the top of the paper 
print: We can thank God! Guide the kids to 
press their thumbs on the ink pads and make 
thumbprints on the paper. Talk about the 
Bible story as the children write their names 
next to the print and at least one thing they 
are thankful for. Say the Life Point: “People at 
church sing and thank God.” Ask if volunteers 
want to tell what they can thank God for. If 
available, offer foam shape stamps for the 
children to add designs to the poster.

2. Find letters. Print the words thank and sing on 
pieces of paper. Gather foam letters (or print 
individual letters on paper squares) to spell 
these words. Hide the letters around the room. 
Invite the kids to search for the letters and 
bring them to the table with the words. As the 
children find the letters, guide them to spell 
the words. Recall the Bible story. Ask how the 
words were used in the Bible story. Mention 
that people at church can sing to God and 
thank Him. Sing together the song above or 
another familiar song about God.

3. Stack a verse. Print each word of Psalm 95:6 and 
the reference on a separate index card. Tape 
each card to a block or small box. Say the 
verse with the boys and girls. Ask the kids to 
tell you things that people do at church. As a 
child answers, allow her to stack a block or box. 
Comment that the workers built the altar and 
the foundation for the temple building. Read 
the words and guide the kids to assemble or 
stack the verse. Say the verse together. Say that 
people at church worship God by praying, giving, 
singing, reading the Bible, and learning more 
about God and Jesus.

4. Read books. Provide books about God, Jesus, 
and church. Invite the kindergartners to read 
or look at the books on their own or ask a child 
to select one of the books for you to read. 
Talk about all the things people do at church. 
Tell the kids that the people in the Bible story 
sang to God and thanked Him. Remind the 
kindergartners that people at church learn 
more about God and Jesus. Encourage kids  
to talk about times they sing, pray, and learn  
at church.

CLEAN UP
Guide the boys and girls as they help clean the 
room. Play music as the kids work.

HOP ON THE LIFE POINT
Print the words of the Life Point on paper, one word 
per sheet. Tape the words in order in a line on the 
floor. Say the Life Point with children: “People at 
church sing and thank God.” Lead the kids to take 
turns hopping on the words as the group says the 
Life Point. Cover one of the words with blank paper; 
ask kids to say the Point, adding the covered word 
as they jump over it. After a few turns, cover a 
different word and continue the game. As parents 
arrive high-five the kids to congratulate them on 
their good work.

DISMISS
Repeat the verse with each child as she 
leaves. Help the child gather her 
belongings and a Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 1, 
SESSION 3

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People at church worship 
by praying, giving, singing, 
reading the Bible, and 
learning more about God 
and Jesus.

LIFE POINT
People at church pray  
for others.

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

WEEKLY VERSE
Pray for one another.  
James 5:16

PEOPLE PRAYED FOR PETER

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Invite the kids to come to group time by describing something they are 
wearing. Say “Everyone with a blue shirt hop over and take a seat.” Say other 
descriptions and actions until all kindergartners are seated in group time.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
PEOPLE PRAYED FOR PETER, ACTS 12:1-19

 » Tell the boys and girls that God wants people to pray for each other. 
Mention that in the Bible story people prayed for Peter. Ask them to listen 
for how God answered the people’s prayers.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » Peter was sent to prison for telling others about Jesus.
 » Peter’s church friends prayed for him.
 » One night while Peter was sleeping, an angel appeared and woke him.
 » The chains fell off of Peter’s wrists. “Follow me,” the angel said. 
 » Peter could not tell if what was happening was real or a dream.
 » Peter followed the angel past the guards and out the gate into the street.
 » The angel disappeared. Peter knew what happened was real. 
 » Peter went to the house where his friends were praying.
 » Peter’s friends were excited to see him. God had answered their prayers.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Why was Peter in prison?
 » Who prayed for Peter?
 » Who helped Peter leave the prison?
 » Where did Peter go after the angel disappeared?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that people at church pray for others.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “The Wheels on the Bus”:
Peter’s friends were praying for him,  
Praying for him, praying for him,
Peter’s friends were praying for him,  
God answered their prayers.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to James 5:16 and say the verse 
with the boys and girls: Pray for one another. Ask 
the kids who prayed for Peter in the Bible story. Say 
the verse together in a high voice. Repeat the verse 
in a deep voice.
 
PRAY
Ask children to name people to pray for. Lead kids 
to pray or you pray for the people mentioned. Close 
the prayer, thanking God that people can come to 
church to pray, sing, give, read the Bible, and learn 
more about God and Jesus. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People at church 
pray for others.

1. Make a verse plate. Provide paper plates, 
markers, and crayons. Display the words of  
James 5:16. Say the verse together. Guide 
the kids to print the verse on one side of 
their plates as you talk about the Bible story. 
On the other side of the plates, invite the 
kindergartners to draw their favorite parts of 
the story. Tell them that Peter’s friends prayed 
and God answered their prayers. Ask them to 
tell you someone they can pray for and invite 
volunteers to pray. Tell kids that God will always 
hear prayers of His people and He will answer 
in the way that is best.

2. Match Bible books. Print the names of these 
New Testament books on individual index 
cards: Acts, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, James. 
Make two sets of cards. Mix the cards and 
lay the cards facedown. Open the Bible to 
Acts 12 and talk about the story. Ask kids to 
take turns choosing pairs of cards, trying to find 
the matches. As matches are made, remove 
pairs from the game. Read the name of each 
book and show the kids that book in the Bible. 
Tell the kids that the Bible story is in the Book 

of Acts. Show the story in the Bible. Tell the 
kids that people prayed for one another then, 
and people pray for one another today.

3. Get ready for church. Provide play dishes, 
Bibles, dolls, and available dress-up clothes. 
Set up four chairs as a “car”; lay a toy steering 
wheel or paper plate in the car. Suggest that 
the children pretend to eat breakfast, prepare 
for church, and drive to the church building. 
Encourage kids to talk about their own 
preparations for church today. Say that people 
sing, pray, read the Bible, give, and learn at 
church. Talk about the Bible story. Emphasize 
that the church people prayed for Peter when 
he was in prison. Say the Life Point and pray for 
people at your church.

4. Go on a prayer walk. Open the Bible to 
James 5:16 and say the verse with the children. 
Lead the kids to walk with you around the 
church to pray. (Possible places to stop and 
pray: outside the pastor’s office, outside 
another classroom, the sanctuary, preschool 
room.) Form a circle with the kids and invite 
volunteers to pray. Say the Life Point as you 
return to the classroom. Provide cards and 
pencils. Invite kids to write notes to people for 
whom they prayed or to draw pictures of places 
they prayed at church today. 

CLEAN UP
Put the kids in pairs and assign cleanup tasks. 
Guide the children as they place items where  
they belong.

PUT ON SHOES RELAY
Talk about the Bible story. Tell kids that Peter had 
to get up quickly and put on his sandals when the 
angel appeared. Lead kids to take off their shoes 
and put them in a pile. Tell kids to sit in a circle 
around the shoes. On your signal, kids find and put 
on their shoes. Call “freeze” and ask a question 
about the story. Say “go” for kids to resume putting 
on shoes. Repeat the sequence as time permits.

DISMISS
Repeat the verse with each child as 
he leaves. Help the child gather his 
belongings and a Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 1, 
SESSION 4

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
The church provides ways 
for people to help others.

LIFE POINT
People at church give and 
help others.

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

WEEKLY VERSE
Help one another in love. 
Galatians 5:13

THE ANTIOCH CHURCH HELPED

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Tell kids to stand. Call motions and encourage the boys and girls to follow you: 
“Touch head. Clap hands. Touch knees. Turn around once. Jump twice. Walk 
slowly to group time.” 

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
THE ANTIOCH CHURCH HELPED, ACTS 11:19-30

 » Talk about ways that people help others. Explain that in today’s lesson the 
children will learn about ways people in a church helped others. 

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » People were helping to tell the good news about Jesus in many places. 
 » In Antioch, people believed that Jesus is God’s Son. They met together.
 » Barnabas came to the church in Antioch to help and encourage the people 
who believed in Jesus.
 » Barnabas brought Saul to Antioch. Together they helped teach people 
about Jesus in Antioch.
 » People who believed in Jesus were first called Christians in Antioch.
 » A prophet (someone who tells God’s message) told the church in Antioch 
that a famine (time with not enough food) was coming to Judea.
 » The church in Antioch sent help to the churches in Judea because the 
famine was coming.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » What did Barnabas and Saul do in Antioch.?
 » What were believers called for the first time in Antioch?
 » How did the people in the church in Antioch help the churches in Judea?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that people at church give and help others.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”:
A church met in Antioch,
Antioch, Antioch,
A church met in Antioch,
They learned about Jesus.
Barnabas went to the church,
To the church, to the church,  
Barnabas went to the church,
To help the people there.
The church sent help to Judea,
Judea, Judea,
The church sent help to Judea,
When they had little food.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to Galatians 5:13 and say the verse 
with the children: “Help one another in love.” Print 
the verse on a dry erase board. Say the entire verse. 
Erase a word and say the verse again. Repeat until 
all words are gone.
 
PRAY
Thank God that people at church can give and help 
others. Allow volunteers to pray for people they can 
help. Thank God for specific helpers at your church.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People at church 
give and help others.

1. Use play dough. Give each child a lump of 
play dough. Open the Bible and talk about the 
story. Suggest that the kids make food shapes 
with the play dough. Talk about how people 
in the story helped others. Say the Life Point: 
“People at church give and help others.” Ask 
the children to tell you ways that they can 
help someone at church, at home, at school, 
and other places. Suggest that the kids make 
people shapes with the play dough. 

2. Pretend to cook. Distribute play food and toy 
pots and cooking utensils. As the kids pretend 
to cook, mention how the Antioch church sent 
help to the churches in Judea. Say that giving 
food or money is a way that people at church 
can help others. Talk about ways that your 
church helps others, such as giving clothes 
or providing a food pantry. Allow the kids to 

pray for others who may need help. Help a 
kindergartner open the Bible to Galatians 5:13. 
Read/say the verse together.

3. Make mobiles. Provide construction paper, 
chenille craft stems (or yarn), hole punch, and 
markers. Give each child a piece of paper. 
Tell kids to print the Life Point on the paper. 
(Display the words for kids to copy.) Talk about 
things people give at church and ways they 
help at church. Lead kids to cut smaller shapes 
of paper and draw pictures of ways to help or 
things to give. A child can punch a hole in his 
drawing and several holes in the verse page. 
Tell him to use chenille stems to attach the 
drawings to the verse; loop the stem through 
a hole on the verse and through the hole on 
a drawing and twist ends together. Talk about 
the story as the kids work. Allow the kids to talk 
about their drawings.

4. Record a Bible verse. Display the Weekly 
Verse, Galatians 5:13. Say the verse with the 
kids. Use a tablet or smart phone to record 
the children saying the verse. Suggest they 
say it running in place, waving their hands, 
and whispering it to a friend. Create a song 
or chant with the verse and record it. Show 
the recording. Talk about the Life Point. Tell 
them that God wants them to help others. Talk 
about ways that your church helps others in the 
community or other places. 

CLEAN UP
Play music as the children put away items in the 
classroom. Thank them for doing a good job.

PASS THE BIBLE   
Mark today’s verse with a paper strip. Guide kids to 
sit in a circle. Play music and lead kids to pass the 
Bible around the circle. Stop the music and ask the 
child holding the Bible to open to the verse. Say the 
verse together. Restart the music to continue the 
game. Tell kids that the church provides ways for 
people to help others. 

DISMISS
Repeat the verse with each child as 
she leaves. Help the child gather her 
belongings and a Kids Activity Page.



Session 1

GIDEON 
OBEYED GOD

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED 

 ⋅paper, marker, 
tape

 ⋅cardboard tubes 
(1 per child); 
stickers, colored 
tape, markers, or 
crayons

 ⋅pieces of 
paper, markers,  
flashlights 
(Optional: tape)

 ⋅Bible, markers, 
note cards (some 
with words 
printed on them 
and some blank), 
colored pencils

 ⋅blocks

 ⋅foam ball

 ⋅Optional: Music

Session 2

ISAAC WAS 
KIND

 

VOLUNTEERS 
WILL NEED 

 ⋅marker, note 
cards, bucket

 ⋅interlocking 
plastic bricks or 
other building 
materials

 ⋅Weekly Verse 
printed on a 
board or piece 
of paper; Music; 
rhythm sticks, 
play instruments, 
or streamers

 ⋅colored sheets 
of construction 
paper, 
paintbrushes, 
cups of water  
(1 per child for all 
items)

 ⋅Optional: 
watercolor paints 
(if available)

 ⋅Play dishes, dolls, 
and other home 
living materials

 ⋅bucket, beanbag

Session 3

MARY SHOWED 
LOVE TO JESUS

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED 

 ⋅Bible

 ⋅Bible; 2-by-6-
inch construction 
paper strips; 
scissors; colored 
pencils, pens, or 
markers; sheet of 
paper

 ⋅Play dough, craft 
sticks, clay tools

 ⋅plastic cups (1 per 
child), colorful 
pom-poms or 
cotton balls

 ⋅plastic food, 
plates, utensils

 ⋅plastic hoop, 
paper plate

Session 4

JESUS 
ANSWERED 

THE RULER’S 
QUESTION 

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED 

 ⋅Bible

 ⋅coins (1 per child), 
bucket

 ⋅white paper, 
coins, crayons 
(1 per child for 
all items), tape 
to make rubbing 
easier

 ⋅puzzles and 
books about 
Jesus (or 
whatever puzzles 
and books are 
available)

 ⋅2 coins

Unit 2. Making Choices

Coordinator’s Page

BONUS TEACHING HOUR  
for Kindergarten 
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Volunteers

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

UNIT 2
Session 1: July  5
Session 2: July 12
Session 3: July 19
Session 4: July 26

© 2020 LifeWay 

REST ROOM BREAK/WASH HANDS
(5 minutes)

ENJOY A SNACK
(5 minutes)

GROUP TIME/BIBLE STORY
(10–15 minutes)

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
(35 minutes)

CLEAN UP
(5 minutes)

CLOSING ACTIVITY
(10 minutes)

DISMISS
(5 minutes)

REMINDERS
 » Use a calm, quiet voice.
 » Focus attention on the children.
 » Review parents’ instructions and medical information for each child.
 » Release children to authorized adults only.
 » Thank families for bringing their children to church.

BTH–12      U n i t 2



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 2 
SESSION 1

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People can show love for 
God by obeying Him.

LIFE POINT
People can choose to  
obey God.

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

WEEKLY VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

GIDEON OBEYED GOD

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Invite children whose name begins with the letter G to move to group time. 
Call other letters until all children have gathered at the group-time area. Lead 
boys and girls to sit in a circle with you.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
GIDEON OBEYED GOD, JUDGES 6:11-40; 7:1-22

 » Tell kindergartners that today’s story is about a man whose name begins 
with the letter G. Tell kids that the books of the Bible where our story and 
Unit Verse come from begin with the letter J. Ask children to say Joshua 
and Judges with you. 

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » The angel of the Lord came to a man named Gideon and told him to 
rescue the Israelites. Gideon wasn’t sure it was God asking Him to obey.
 » God proved it by making a piece of fleece wet one night and dry the next.
 » Gideon obeyed God and gathered an army. God told Gideon to send some 
of the men home; the army was too large.
 » With only 300 men, God helped Gideon defeat the enemy using only 
trumpets and torches.
 » When the men blew their trumpets and showed their torches, the other 
people fought each other.
 » Gideon and his army won the battle with God’s help.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Who did God ask to rescue the Israelites?
 » Did Gideon choose obey God?
 » How did Gideon’s army win the battle?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that people can choose to obey God.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e   K i n d e r g a r t e n    BTH–13



BTH–14     U N I T 2  SE SSION 1

Thank you 
for serving!

© 2020 LifeWay 

SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”:
We can choose to obey God, 
Obey God, obey God. 
We can choose to obey God. 
Obeying God is right.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Tape each word of the verse to a corner in the room. 
Invite kids to choose a corner. Instruct groups to 
say the word posted in their corners. Lead kids to 
say the words in order, so that together they say the 
complete verse. Guide boys and girls to choose new 
corners and repeat the activity as time allows.
 
PRAY
Invite children to pray. Thank God for giving them 
choices, and ask God to help the kids make right 
choices and obey Him.  

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People can 
choose to obey God.

1. Make trumpets. Give each child a cardboard 
tube. Allow kids to decorate their cardboard 
tubes with stickers, colored tape, markers, or 
crayons. While kids work, talk about the Bible 
story and the ways Gideon obeyed God. Say: 
“People can choose to obey God. People 
can show love for God by obeying Him.” Tell 
the kindergartners that Gideon and his army 
obeyed God by blowing their trumpets and 
showing their torches. Remind boys and girls 
that they can choose to obey God, too. Invite 
kids to use their “trumpets” when they have 
finished decorating them. Suggest they say or 
shout the Life Point through their trumpets.

2. Play with flashlights. Print the words of the 
Unit Verse on pieces of paper, one word per 
page. Lay the words on the floor or tape them 
to the wall. Invite the boys and girls to shine the 
flashlights on the words or on other items in 
the room. (Tell kids to avoid shining flashlights 
in others’ faces.) Guide kids to read the words 
as you shine the flashlight on them. Recall the 
Bible story and how Gideon’s army defeated 
the enemy using torches and trumpets. Say: 
“Gideon obeyed God. People can choose to 

obey God. People can show love for God by 
obeying Him.” 

3. Use the Bible. Print the words Joshua and 
Judges on note cards, one word per card; make 
several sets of cards. Lay each pair of cards 
on the floor with a Bible. Invite kindergartners 
to work with partners to find the books in 
the Bible. Provide additional note cards and 
colored pencils. Lead kids to print the Bible 
books or draw pictures of Gideon on cards. 
Explain that people know how to obey God by 
reading the Bible. Tell kids to place the cards in 
Bibles at home as reminders to obey God.

4. Build with blocks. Ask kids to give you 
examples of ways they can obey God or make 
right choices. (Examples might be obeying 
my parents, being kind to a sibling, reading 
the Bible, and so forth.) As boys and girls give 
examples, they may stack blocks in a tower. 
Continue as time allows or until the tower 
of blocks falls over. Talk about ways Gideon 
obeyed God. Allow children to build freely with 
the blocks, creating as they choose. Comment 
that working together is kind and loving; being 
kind and loving to friends is a way to obey God.

CLEAN UP
Ask boys and girls to choose two items to pick  
up and put away. Thank children for helping  
with cleanup.

PLAY A GAME
Guide kindergartners to sit in a circle. Roll a foam 
ball back and forth across the circle. Sing the song 
from “Sing Together” (or play music). Stop the song 
and ask the child holding the ball to tell a way that 
Gideon obeyed God. Start singing again and rolling 
the ball. Continue for several turns. Change the 
game by asking the child holding the ball to name a 
way people obey God today.

DISMISS
Give kids a high-five as they leave. Say the  
Life Point: “People can choose to obey  
God.” Invite children to come back  
next week.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 2, 
SESSION 2

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows people to make 
right and wrong choices.

LIFE POINT
People can choose to get 
along with others.

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

WEEKLY VERSE
Do good to everyone. 
Galatians 6:10

ISAAC WAS KIND

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Tell kids to choose someone to walk to group time with. Ask children to sit 
together in a circle. 

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
ISAAC WAS KIND, GENESIS 26:12-33

 » Tell kindergartners that Isaac chose to get along with people who were not 
kind to him. Explain that Isaac made a choice to obey God.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » God gave Isaac a lot of grain and many animals. He also had many people 
living with him on his land.
 » A group of people called the Philistines were jealous of Isaac.
 » The Philistines filled Isaac’s wells with dirt so that Isaac could not get water 
for his animals and people.
 » Isaac moved and dug another well.
 » Other people fought over the new well.
 » Isaac continued to move on and dig new wells until he finally was able to 
stay in one place.
 » Isaac had found a peaceful way to continue living on the land with all of his 
animals and people. 

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » What did God give Isaac?
 » Who was jealous of Isaac?
 » What did Isaac do when people filled his wells with dirt?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that people can choose to get along with others.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e   K i n d e r g a r t e n    BTH–15



BTH–16     U N I T 2,  SE SSION 2

Thank you 
for serving!

© 2020 LifeWay 

SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
I can choose to, I can choose to, 
Get along, get along. 
Get along with others, Get along with others, 
Obey God! Obey God!

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Print each word of the Bible verse on a note  
card, one word per card. Put the cards at the  
bottom of a bucket. Explain that people would have 
to lower something like a bucket into a well to get 
water. Invite kids to reach into the bucket and pull 
out a word of the verse. Help kids put the verse 
cards in order. Say the Bible verse together when it 
is complete. 
 
PRAY
Invite children to pray. Ask God to help kids choose 
to get along with others, even when it is not easy.  

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People can 
choose to get along with others.

1. Build together. Provide interlocking plastic 
bricks or other building materials. Invite kids to 
work together to build a well or other structure. 
As kids build, talk about today’s Bible story. 
Emphasize that Isaac chose to get along with 
others, even when it was difficult. Tell boys 
and girls that they can choose to get along 
with others, too. Say: “God allows people to 
make right and wrong choices. Choosing to get 
along with others is always the right choice.” 
Comment on how boys and girls are choosing 
to work together as they build.

2. Make motions. Display the words of the 
Weekly Verse on a board or piece of paper. 
Invite kindergartners to say the verse together. 
Instruct kids to make motions to go with the 
verse. Repeat the verse with the motions three 
times. Offer rhythm sticks, play instruments, or 
streamers. Play music. Invite kids to move to 
the music. Encourage boys and girls to sing the 
words if they know the song while they move. 
Remind kids that one way they can obey God is 
to choose to get along with others. Talk about 
people with whom kids could choose to get 

along with (siblings, friends, parents, teachers, 
and so forth).

3. Paint with water. Give each child a colored 
sheet of construction paper, a paintbrush, and 
a cup of water. Encourage kids to make designs 
with the water on the paper. Talk about the 
purpose of a well and why it was important 
that people did not fill them with dirt. Remind 
kids that Isaac chose to get along with people 
who were destroying his wells. Tell kids that 
they also can choose to get along with others. 
(Option: offer watercolor paints if available.)

4. Play out getting along. Invite boys and girls 
to play in the house center, using the dishes, 
dolls, and other available materials. Encourage 
children to talk about situations in their  
families when it may be difficult to get along. 
Talk about ways to get along with siblings and 
other family members. Suggest kids play out 
some of the scenarios they named and play 
out ways to get along. Help them find or make 
other props as needed.

CLEAN UP
Ask boys and girls to choose two items to clean  
up and put away. Thank the children for helping 
with cleanup.

TOSS THE BEANBAG
Ask kids to stand in a circle. Place a bucket in the 
center of the circle. Give one child a beanbag.  
Ask him to toss the beanbag into the bucket.  
When the beanbag lands in the bucket, ask a 
question about today’s Bible story. The child 
can answer or ask a friend for help in answering. 
Continue playing, asking other children to toss the 
beanbag into the bucket. After a while, ask kids 
to say the Life Point or Weekly Verse when the 
beanbag lands in the bucket. 

DISMISS
Give each child his activity page. Tell him you hope 
he will choose to come back next week. 



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 2, 
SESSION 3

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows people to make 
right and wrong choices.

LIFE POINT
People can choose to show 
love for Jesus.

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

WEEKLY VERSE
I love You, Jesus.   
John 21:17

MARY SHOWED LOVE TO JESUS

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Ask kids to name one person they love as they move to group time. When 
children are seated in the group-time area, lead children to pray quietly for the 
person they named. 

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
MARY SHOWED LOVE TO JESUS, JOHN 12:1-8

 » Tell kindergartners that a woman named Mary showed love to Jesus by 
giving Him a special gift. Explain that this Mary is not the same Mary that is 
Jesus’ mother. 

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » Jesus stopped to see friends in a town called Bethany. 
 » While He was there, His friends prepared a special meal for Him. 
 » After dinner, His friend, Mary sat down at Jesus’ feet.
 » Mary poured expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet.
 » One of Jesus’ disciples named Judas said, “That perfume was worth a lot 
of money! We could have sold it and given the money to the poor!” 
 » Jesus said that Mary’s gift was a good gift because it showed Him love. 

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Where was Jesus?
 » Who poured perfume on Jesus’ feet?
 » Why did Mary pour expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet?
 » What happened after she poured the perfume?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that people can choose to show love for Jesus.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e   K i n d e r g a r t e n    BTH–17



BTH–18     U N I T 2,  SE SSION 3

Thank you 
for serving!

© 2020 LifeWay 

SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Farmer in the Dell”:
I can make a choice,
I can make a choice, 
I can show love for Jesus, 
I can make a choice.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to John 21:17. Repeat the verse  
with boys and girls. Lead kids to alternate standing 
and sitting as they say the verse. Stand on the first 
word, sit on the next, and so forth until the entire 
verse is stated. Repeat the verse several times, 
sitting and standing.
 
PRAY
Invite children to pray. Thank God for loving us, and 
ask Him to help boys and girls choose to show love 
for Jesus.  

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People can 
choose to show love for Jesus.

1. Make Bible markers. Cut construction paper 
into 2-by-6-inch strips. Provide colored pencils, 
pens, or markers for kindergartners to use. Print 
the words of the Weekly Verse on a piece of 
paper and display the verse for kids to copy. 
Instruct kids to print the verse onto their strips. 
Kids can choose to draw or add designs to their 
markers, too. Open a Bible to John 21:17 and 
point to the verse. Tell kids that they can 
choose to show love for Jesus. Talk about 
ways people today show love for Jesus. (They 
learn about Him, pray to Him, tell others about 
Him.) Talk about the Bible story and how Mary 
showed love to Jesus.

2. Use play dough. Invite kids to create and 
make perfume bottles or bowls using the play 
dough. Encourage their creative ideas. Offer 
craft sticks and clay tools for kids to use as 
they work. Talk about the Bible story as kids 
design their bottles. Remind the kids that 
God allows people to make right and wrong 
choices. Explain that kids choosing to show 
love for Jesus is a right choice. Talk about ways 
kindergartners can show love for God and His 
Son, Jesus.

3. Play a game. Fill two plastic cups with colorful 
pom-poms or cotton balls. Ask kids to stand in 
a line. Give the first person in each line one of 
the filled cups. Hand an empty cup to all other 
kids. On your signal, the first child will pour the 
pom-poms into the cups of the second child. 
If any of the items drop out, kids should pick 
them up and place them into the full cup. The 
second child will pour pom-poms into the next 
child’s cups, and so on. (If other kids want to 
join the game, give them empty cups to join 
the line or create a second line with another 
group.) Talk about the gift Mary gave Jesus to 
show Him love. Say that she poured perfume 
on Jesus’ feet. Remind the kids that God allows 
people to make right and wrong choices. 
Explain that kids choosing to show love for 
Jesus is a right choice. 

4. Eat a pretend meal. Provide plastic food, 
plates, and utensils. Encourage kids to set-up 
a special meal. Suggest that some kids serve 
the food while others pretend to eat. Talk about 
Jesus’ friends showing love to Him by making 
Him a special meal. Tell kids there are many 
ways people can choose to show love for 
Jesus. Talk about some ways to show love for 
Jesus at your church.

CLEAN UP
Remind kids that they can make choices. Ask kids 
to choose a partner to clean up with. Thank kids  
for helping.

PLAY A TOSSING PLATE GAME
Lay a plastic hoop on the floor. Ask the kids to form 
a line across the room from the hoop. Lead kids 
to take turns tossing a paper plate into the hoop. 
When a plate lands in the hoop, tell kids to jump 
up and down as they say: “I love You, Jesus.” After 
a few repeats of the verse, change to say the Unit 
Verse or the Life Point.

DISMISS
Give kids their Kids Activity Pages. Say  
the Weekly Verse to each child as  
she leaves. 



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 2, 
SESSION 4

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People can show love for 
God by obeying Him.

LIFE POINT
People should choose to 
love God.

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

WEEKLY VERSE
Jesus said, “Love God  
with all your heart.”  
Matthew 22:37

JESUS ANSWERED THE  
RULER’S QUESTION

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Flip a coin. Ask kids to call heads or tails. If they are correct, they can go sit 
down for group time. Continue until all kids are seated.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
JESUS ANSWERED THE RULER’S QUESTION, LUKE 18:18-23

 » Tell boys and girls that they will hear about a man who made a wrong 
choice. Remind kindergartners that God allows kids to make right and 
wrong choices. Encourage them to listen to the story to find out what the 
wrong choice the man made was.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » A ruler (a leader) asked Jesus a question while He was teaching.
 » The ruler asked Jesus what he must to do to live with Jesus forever.
 » Jesus told the man that he must obey all the commandments.
 » The man said he had done that since he was a small boy.
 » Then Jesus told the man he must sell all his belongings and give the 
money to the poor, in order to follow Him.
 » The man became very sad. The ruler was rich, and he was not willing to do 
what Jesus asked him to do. 
 » He chose to keep his money and things instead of following Jesus.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » What question did the ruler ask Jesus?
 » What did Jesus say the man had to do to follow Him?
 » What choice did the man make?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that people should choose to love God.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e   K i n d e r g a r t e n    BTH–19



BTH–20     U N I T 2,  SE SSION 4

Thank you 
for serving!

© 2020 LifeWay 

SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”:
Jesus said, “Love God,
Love with all your heart,”
I can choose to show God love. 
Love with all my heart.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to Matthew 22:37. Ask kids to 
form a line. Give each child a coin. Set up a bucket 
a few feet away from the boys and girls. Invite 
kindergartners to repeat the verse. When they have 
repeated the verse, they can drop their coins into 
the bucket. Continue until all kids have had a turn. 
Help children who need assistance remembering 
the verse.
 
PRAY
Invite children to pray. Thank God for choosing to 
love us. Ask God to help us choose to love Him. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People should 
choose to love God.

1. Play “How Can You Choose to Love God?” 
Instruct kindergartners to stand shoulder-to-
shoulder on one side of the room while you 
stand on the opposite side of the room. Ask a 
child “How can you choose to love God?” When 
a child answers, give the entire group a motion 
to take to get closer to you such as: take one 
giant step, hop twice, tiptoe three times, take 
two steps backwards. Continue playing until 
the group has reached the teacher. Remind 
the kids that people can show love for God by 
obeying Him.

2. Make coin rubbings. Provide each child with 
a piece of white paper, a coin, and a crayon. 
Instruct boys and girls to place the coins 
underneath their papers. Show kids how to use 
the side of a crayon to gently rub across the 
paper until a design begins to show. Allow kids 
to trade coins and make several rubbings. Talk 
about what the ruler in today’s Bible story was 
not willing to do. Remind kids that the young 
man made a wrong choice. Explain to the kids 
that people can show love for God by obeying 
Him. Tell boys and girls that they should choose 

to love God. (Teacher Tip: Tape coins to the 
table with a small roll of tape to make  
rubbing easier.)

3. Go for a walk outdoors. Invite kids to walk 
outdoors with you. Talk about the ways that 
God shows love for us. Discuss the Bible 
story and the choice the young ruler made. 
Find simple objects you can safely bring 
inside (rock, flower, leaf, pinecone). Tell kids to 
arrange their items on a table or shelf. Remind 
kids that they should choose to love God and 
that they can show love for God by obeying 
Him and thanking Him for His creation and all 
the ways He takes care of us.

4. Work puzzles and read books. Offer puzzles 
and books about Jesus (or whatever puzzles 
and books are available). Invite boys and girls 
to work the puzzles or read the books. Remind 
kids that in today’s story, Jesus was teaching 
a crowd when the ruler asked Him a question. 
Ask kindergartners to tell stories about Jesus 
or talk about stories shown on the puzzles and 
books. Celebrate how much kids know about 
Jesus. Say that Jesus taught about loving God. 
Remind boys and girls that they should choose 
to love God.

CLEAN UP
Give children simple tasks and encourage them to 
put away materials that were used. Thank them for 
being helpful.

PLAY A GAME
Choose two kids and give each child a coin. Lead 
both kids to stand at one end of a table. When you 
say go, instruct the kids to slide their coins across 
the table without letting it fall of the edge. The child 
whose coin goes the farthest without falling of the 
edge will be the winner. Ask the winner to name 
one thing he remembers about today’s story. Give 
each child a turn to slide a coin. Continue playing as 
time allows.

DISMISS
Give kids a fist bump as they leave. 
Remind boys and girls that they 
should choose to love God. 



Session 1

GOD CREATED 
THE WORLD

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED 

 ⋅Bible

 ⋅baby dolls, 
blankets, child-
sized rockers (if 
available)

 ⋅Bibles, index 
cards, marker, 
yellow crayons

 ⋅Bible, strip of 
paper, books 
about nature, 
blanket

 ⋅sheets of paper  
(1 per child plus  
1 for verse), 
marker, crayons

 ⋅beanbag

Session 2

GOD CREATED 
ANIMALS

 

VOLUNTEERS 
WILL NEED 

 ⋅Bible

 ⋅folded pieces of 
paper to make 
books, stapler, 
crayons, markers

 ⋅allergy alert sign, 
drop cloth, bin of 
birdseed (without 
capsicum), cups, 
funnels

 ⋅12 or more fish 
shapes cut from 
different colors 
of construction 
paper, scissors, 
matching number 
of stickers or dots 
placed on 2 of 
each fish shape

 ⋅Bible, play dough, 
animal cookie 
cutters

 ⋅sheets of paper, 
marker, tape

Session 3

GOD CREATED 
PEOPLE

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED 

 ⋅Bible

 ⋅sheets of paper 
(1 per child), 
markers, crayons, 
stickers, other art 
supplies

 ⋅note cards, 
markers, sheet 
of paper, tape, 
blocks

 ⋅Bible, strip of 
paper, toy dishes, 
play pots and 
pans

 ⋅Music, index 
cards, marker

Session 4

GOD PLANNED 
FOR FAMILIES

 

VOLUNTEERS 
WILL NEED 

 ⋅Bible, beanbag

 ⋅large craft sticks, 
fine-point markers

 ⋅pieces of 
cardboard, small 
cardboards tubes, 
wooden blocks

 ⋅large green plant 
(such as an ivy), 
allergy alert, 
spray bottle, soft 
cloth

 ⋅waterproof drop 
cloth; large, 
shallow container 
of water; cups; 
scoops; funnels; 
towels

 ⋅Music, beanbag

Session 5

JOSEPH LOVED 
HIS BROTHERS

 

VOLUNTEERS 
WILL NEED 

 ⋅Bible

 ⋅Bible, masking 
tape, paper, 
marker, paper 
strip, blocks

 ⋅paper (1 sheet per 
child plus 1 for 
verse), markers, 
crayons

 ⋅masking tape, 
scissors

 ⋅2 sheets of paper, 
markers, crayons, 
construction 
paper (1 sheet per 
child), scissors, 
envelopes or 
ziplock bags

 ⋅ball

Unit 3. In the Beginning

Coordinator’s Page

BONUS TEACHING HOUR  
for Kindergarten 
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Volunteers

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

UNIT 3
Session 1: August  2
Session 2: August  9
Session 3: August 16
Session 4: August 23
Session 5: August 30

© 2020 LifeWay 

REST ROOM BREAK/WASH HANDS
(5 minutes)

ENJOY A SNACK
(5 minutes)

GROUP TIME/BIBLE STORY
(10–15 minutes)

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
(35 minutes)

CLEAN UP
(5 minutes)

CLOSING ACTIVITY
(10 minutes)

DISMISS
(5 minutes)

REMINDERS
 » Use a calm, quiet voice.
 » Focus attention on the children.
 » Review parents’ instructions and medical information for each child.
 » Release children to authorized adults only.
 » Thank families for bringing their children to church.

BTH–22      U n i t 3



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 3 
SESSION 1

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created the world in 
six days and rested on  
the seventh.

LIFE POINT
God made the world.

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

WEEKLY VERSE
In the beginning God 
made the world. Genesis 1:1

GOD CREATED THE WORLD

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Lead the kids to hold hands and close their eyes. Slowly lead them to the 
group-time area while their eyes are closed.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
GOD CREATED THE WORLD, GENESIS 1:1-19

 » Comment: “Today we will learn about the creation of the world. Before 
God created anything, everything was dark. Listen to this true story  
from the Bible.” Open your Bible to Genesis 1 as you tell the story in your 
own words.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » In the beginning there was only God. God made light. God separated the 
light and dark and called them “day” and “night.” This was the first day.
 » God separated the sky from the waters. This was the second day.
 » God separated the waters and made dry land appear. He called the  
waters “seas” and the land “earth.”  
 » God made trees and all kinds of plants with seed grow. This was the  
third day.
 » God made the sun for the day and the moon for the night. God made stars 
and planets in the sky. God said everything He made was good. This was 
the fourth day.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » What existed before God? 
 » What did God make on the first day? 
 » What did God make on day three? 
 » What did God put in the sky on the fourth day?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that God made the world.
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Thank you 
for serving!
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge”:
God made all the pretty flowers*,
Pretty flowers, pretty flowers.
God made all the pretty flowers,
Thank You, God.
*Substitute tall green trees; plants for food.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible and read Genesis 1:1. Lead kids to 
repeat it with you. Form two groups of kids. Lead 
the first group to say “In the beginning,”; lead the 
second group to say “God made the world”; direct 
all to say “Genesis 1:1.” After a few turns, switch 
groups and repeat the verse again.
 
PRAY
Thank God for the beautiful world He created. 
Invite each kindergartner to pray and thank God for 
something He created.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: God made  
the world.

1. Rock babies to sleep. Wrap several baby 
dolls in blankets. Offer a doll to a child to rock. 
Comment that parents often rock babies to 
sleep for naps or at night. As kids rock the 
dolls, sing these words to “God Is So Good”: 
God made the moon, God made the stars, God 
made the night, We say, “Thank You, God.” Talk 
about the Bible story as the children continue 
to play. Remind kids that God created the world 
in six days and rested on the seventh.

2. Find words in the Bible. Print the words day, 
night, sky, earth, plants, fruit, light, stars on 
index cards, one word per card. Open several 
Bibles to Genesis 1. Point to a Bible and explain 
that Genesis 1 tells about God creating the 
world. Tell the story. Show the cards and read 
each word to the kids. Invite them to look for 
the words in the Bible in Genesis 1. Offer a 
yellow crayon for kids to highlight the words on 
the cards when they find them in the Bible. Tell 
kids that God created the whole world in just 
six days, and He rested on the seventh.

3. Read books. Place a strip of paper in a Bible at 
Genesis 1. Place the marked Bible and several 

books about nature on a blanket in a quiet area 
of the room. As kids look at the books, tell the 
Bible story. Comment that God created the 
world in six days. Help a child open the Bible to 
the marked passage. Explain that this is where 
they can read about God creating the world. 
Point out Genesis 1:1 and lead kids to repeat the 
verse with you. Encourage the children to find 
God in the Bible passage.

4. Draw with crayons. Print the Weekly Bible 
Verse on a sheet of paper. Lay it on the table 
where kids can see and copy it. Give each 
child a sheet of paper and access to crayons. 
Encourage the kids to draw something God 
created on days 1–4 of creation. Briefly 
review the things God created on those days. 
Encourage each child to print the Weekly Verse 
on her paper when she is finished drawing. 
Thank God for the beautiful world He created. 
(If a window is available, guide kids to look and 
find something that God created on days 1–4.)

CLEAN UP
Whisper a specific cleanup task in each child’s ear. 
Thank the kids for working hard to clean the room 
and put away supplies.

PLAY A REVIEW GAME
Invite the kids to sit on the floor in a circle. Pass 
a beanbag to the child on your right as you say 
“One.” He will pass the beanbag to the next child 
as you say “Two.” Continue passing the beanbag 
and counting “One, two, three, four,” starting over 
at four. Randomly say “Stop.” The child holding 
the beanbag will name something created on the 
day that matches the number you said when he 
received the beanbag. Offer help as needed. To 
extend the game, tell kids to name specific things 
such as roses, instead of flowers. Play until all kids 
have left.

DISMISS
Repeat the verse with each child as she leaves. 
Help the child gather her belongings and her 
Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 3, 
SESSION 2

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created the world  
in six days and rested  
on the seventh.

LIFE POINT
God made animals.

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

WEEKLY VERSE
God saw everything He 
had made, and it was very 
good. Genesis 1:31

GOD CREATED ANIMALS

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Tell kids to gallop like a horse to the group-time area, then be seated.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
GOD CREATED ANIMALS, GENESIS 1:20-25,30-31

 » Review with kids the first four days of creation. State that they will hear 
what God created on days five and six. Open your Bible to Genesis 1 as 
you tell the Bible story.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » God created day and night, the sky, seas and dry land, and plants to grow 
on the land. He made the sun, moon, and stars and placed them in the sky.
 » God filled the waters with swimming creatures and the sky with birds. This 
was the fifth day.
 » God filled the earth with all kinds of animals—cattle, wild animals, and all 
the crawling animals. God said the animals would eat the plants and fruit 
He had made.  
 » God also made people. God saw everything that He had made was very 
good. This was the sixth day. 
 » All the heavens and earth were created. God had finished making them. 
On the seventh day, God rested.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Name something created the first four days. 
 » What did God make on the fifth day? 
 » What did God make on the sixth day? 
 » What did God do on the seventh day?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that God made animals.
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Thank you 
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”:
God made all the animals*, animals, animals.
God made all the animals.
They were very good.
*Substitute: names of specific animals such as 
barking dogs, hopping frogs, and so forth.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible and read Genesis 1:31. Explain  
that God knew everything He made was perfect. 
Lead the kids to whisper “God saw everything  
He had made,” shout “and it was very good,” and 
say in a regular voice “Genesis 1:31.” Repeat  
several times. 
 
PRAY
Ask each child to name a favorite animal that God 
made. Pray, thanking God for each animal named. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: God made 
animals.

1. Make animal books. Fold two pieces of paper 
together to make a book. Staple the pages 
together on the fold. Place the books, crayons, 
and markers on a table. Invite boys and girls to 
make animal books. Talk about their favorite 
animals and suggest they draw the animals on 
the pages of their books. Say the Weekly  
Verse as the children draw. Remind the kids 
that God created the world in six days and 
rested on the seventh. Pray and thank God for 
making all the animals.

2. Pour birdseed. Post an allergy alert notifying 
parents about the activity. Lay a large drop 
cloth on the floor and place a bin of birdseed 
in the center. (Be sure to use birdseed without 
capsicum, which will burn eyes.) Place a few 
cups and funnels in the seed. Tell the Bible 
story as children scoop and pour the seed. 
Explain that birds like to eat seed and will feed 
on it from bird feeders in yards. Ask the kids 
to name different kinds of birds they know or 
have seen. Direct kids to wash their hands 
after playing in the birdseed. Say: “God made 
animals, and everything that God made was 
very good.”

3. Play a matching game. Cut 12 or more fish 
shapes from different colors of construction 
paper. On two of each shape, place a matching 
number of stickers or dots. Lay the shapes 
facedown on a table. Invite two or more kids 
to take turns turning over the shapes to find 
a match. When two shapes are matched, the 
child can remove them from the game. Talk 
about the Bible story as children play. Say that 
God made all kinds of fish and sea creatures on 
the fifth day of creation. Remind the kids that 
God created the world in six days and rested 
on the seventh. Lead kids to say the Weekly 
Verse with you.

4. Use play dough. Say the Life Point aloud 
together: “God made animals.” Provide 
play dough and animal cookie cutters. Or 
encourage kids to form their own animals 
from the play dough. Sing the song from “Sing 
Together,” substituting the names of animals 
kids are making. Tell kids that after six days, 
God was finished making the world. He rested 
on the seventh day. Open the Bible and show 
where the Bible story is located. Thank God for 
His creation.

CLEAN UP
Give a specific job to each child. As children put 
away toys and supplies, encourage them to hop like 
rabbits, walk slow like turtles, or walk sideways like 
crabs. Thank the children for their work.

HOP ON THE VERSE
Print the Weekly Verse onto paper, one or two 
words per page. Tape the words in a curvy path 
on the floor. Tell kids to sit on the floor near the 
first word. Choose a child to hop on the words as 
the group says the verse together. When the child 
reaches the end of the path, ask him to name a fish, 
bird, animal, or insect that God made. Continue until 
each child has a turn to hop on the verse.

DISMISS
Repeat the verse with each child as he leaves. 
Help the child gather his belongings 
and his Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 3, 
SESSION 3

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created people able to 
make choices.

LIFE POINT
God made people.

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

WEEKLY VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

GOD CREATED PEOPLE

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack.  
Thank them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Guide the kids to move to the group-time area by either hopping or  
walking backwards.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
GOD CREATED PEOPLE, GENESIS 2:4-24

 » Tell the kids that today they will learn more about how God created 
people. Open your Bible to Genesis 2 and tell the Bible story in your  
own words.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » God created a beautiful world. He filled it with animals. Finally, God  
made people.
 » God made people different. God formed a man from the dust of the  
earth. Then God breathed life into the man’s nostrils. 
 » God put the man in a garden and told him to care for it. God told the man 
he could eat from any tree except the one tree in the center of the garden.
 » God knew the man needed a helper. He brought all the animals to the man 
The man named every animal. But none of the animals was the right kind 
of helper for the man.
 » So God made the man go to sleep, took one of his ribs, and made it into a 
woman. They were named Adam and Eve. They were the first people.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Name something created before people. 
 » How did God make a man? 
 » How did God make the woman? 
 » Where did the man and woman live?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that God made people.
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Thank you 
for serving!
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”:
God made us, and we are His,
We are His, we are His.
God made us and we are His.
I am wonderf’ly made.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to Psalm 139:14 and read aloud the 
verse. Lead the kids to repeat the verse with you. 
Tell kids to put their hands on the floor and raise 
their hands as they say the verse. When they get 
to the end of the verse, their hands should be over 
their heads. Repeat several times.
 
PRAY
Thank God for making people. Praise God that kids 
are wonderfully made. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: God made people.

1. Decorate names. Print I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14 at the top of a paper for each 
child. Print each child’s name in large letters 
under the verse. Or let kids print their own 
names. Provide crayons, markers, stickers, 
and other art supplies as available for kids to 
decorate their names. Remind kids that people 
are God’s most special creation. Point to the 
verse at the top of the page and tell kids that 
God created people able to make choices and 
that each of them is a wonderful creation of 
God. Encourage kindergartners to read the 
words they know from the verse.

2. Build the verse. Print the Unit Verse on cards, 
one word per card. Also print the verse on a 
piece of paper. Tape each card to a block. Lay 
the paper on the floor with the blocks. As kids 
begin to build with the blocks, point out the 
verse cards. Point to each word of the verse on 
the paper as you say it aloud. Encourage kids 
to stack the verse so the words are in order. 
Say the verse together. Comment that God 
makes every person special; each person is 
able to make choices, has special abilities, and 
is different and unique. Challenge kids to stack 
the verse without looking at the paper.

3. Cook a meal. Use a strip of paper to mark the 
Unit Verse in the Bible. Place the Bible in a 
kitchen center with toy dishes and pots and 
pans. As children pretend to cook, talk about 
favorite foods kids like to eat. Ask if any of 
the kids help a parent cook at home and what 
things they like to cook. Help a child open the 
Bible to the marked verse and read it aloud. 
Comment that this verse tells us that God made 
people special; people have special abilities 
and likes and dislikes. Say a prayer thanking 
God for making people special and for creating 
people able to make choices.

4. Move to music. Print on index cards several 
different movements kids could do to music, 
such as jump, sway, march, clap, gallop, pat 
head, and stomp. Print one movement per card. 
Group kids in a circle. Tell the children that one 
child will choose a card that has a movement, 
and they will do that movement while the music 
plays. In between movements, talk about the 
Bible story. Remind the kids that God made 
people able to make choices and to think. 
Continue until each child has a turn. 

CLEAN UP
Clap your hands and tell kids that it is time to clean 
up. Assign jobs to groups of two or three kids to 
complete together. Thank them for their work.

PLAY A MOVING GAME
Sit on the floor in a circle with the kids. Say together 
the verse “I am wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14.” 
Tell the kids to listen carefully for different 
characteristics, such as eye color, hair color, boy or 
girl, and so forth. When they hear something that 
applies to them, they should stand up and move 
to another seat. Caution kids to move carefully to 
avoid collisions. After a few turns, say the verse 
together again. Continue to play until all children 
have been picked up by parents.

DISMISS
Repeat the verse with each child as  
she leaves. Help the child gather  
her belongings and her Kids  
Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 3, 
SESSION 4

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 

for
Kindergarten 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God planned for people to 
care for things He made.

LIFE POINT
God planned for families 
to care for His world.

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

WEEKLY VERSE
God made man and 
woman. Genesis 1:27

GOD PLANNED FOR FAMILIES

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Direct any kids with brothers to move to the group-time area. Direct any kids 
with sisters to move to the group-time area. Direct any kids left who are only 
children to move to the area.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
GOD PLANNED FOR FAMILIES, GENESIS 1:27-28; 3:20; 4:1-2

 » Tell kids that today they will learn about the first family and what God 
planned for families. Open your Bible to Genesis and tell the story in your 
own words.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » Adam and Eve lived in the garden of Eden. God told them to care for the 
garden and have children. God wanted them to care for the animals. 
 » Adam and Eve did not obey God. They had to leave the garden.
 » After Adam and Eve left the garden, they had to work hard. 
 » Eve had two sons, named Cain and Abel. 
 » Cain and Abel worked as they grew older. Abel was a shepherd, and Cain 
was a farmer.
 » Adam, Eve, Cain, and Abel were the first family.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Where did Adam and Eve live? 
 » What work did God give Adam and Eve? 
 » Why did the people have to leave the garden? 
 » What are the names of the first family? 

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that God planned for families to care for His world.
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Thank you 
for serving!
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”:
God gave work to do, God gave work to do.
We can all care for the world,
My family and me.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to Genesis 1:27 and read aloud the 
verse. Lead kids to say the verse with you. Stand in 
a circle with the kids. Hand a beanbag to the child 
on your right as you say “God.” That child should 
pass to the next child while saying “made.” Continue 
passing the beanbag and saying verse words until 
each child has said at least one word.
 
PRAY
Thank God for His creation. Ask God to help kids 
work with their families to care for what God made.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: God planned for 
families to care for His world.

1. Make stick puppets. Place large craft sticks 
and fine-point markers on a table. Invite boys 
and girls to use the sticks to make puppets of 
their families. Kids can draw faces and clothes 
on their puppets. As the children work talk 
about the Bible story. Comment that Adam, 
Eve, Cain, and Abel were the first family. They 
worked hard to care for God’s world. When 
children have finished their puppets, encourage 
them to play out working with their families 
to care for God’s world. Talk about ways that 
families today care for the world.

2. Build a house. Place some pieces of cardboard 
and small cardboard tubes with the wooden 
blocks. Invite boys and girls to build houses 
with the materials. Ask a child to describe what 
his house looks like by answering questions 
such as—”Is it big or small? Is it an apartment? 
What color is the house?” and so forth. Talk 
about the first family. Comment that they 
probably had to build their own house to live 
in. They had to work hard to grow food and 
take care of their family. Say: “God planned for 
people to care for the things He made.” Pray, 
thanking God for His plan for families. Invite 
kindergartners to pray, too.

3. Care for a plant. Bring a large green plant, 
such as an ivy to class for kids to care for. Post 
an allergy alert for parents to be aware of the 
activity. Provide a spray bottle and a soft cloth 
for the plant care. Invite children to take turns 
spraying a small amount of water on the dirt of 
the plant and using the cloth to dust the leaves. 
Explain that plants like this are useful because 
they help keep the air clean. Talk about the 
Bible story as kids care for the plant. Recall 
other stories about creation. Thank God for His 
plan for families to care for His world.

4. Scoop and pour water. Spread a waterproof 
drop cloth on the floor. Place a large, shallow 
container of water in the center of the drop 
cloth. Add some cups, scoops, and funnels to 
the water container. Lay some towels nearby. 
As kids enjoy the water play, tell the Bible 
story. Mention that God planned for people to 
care for the things He made. Explain that clean 
water is important to the earth. People and 
animals need water to drink. Plants need water 
to grow. Some animals need clean water to live 
in. Allow kids to give their ideas for helping to 
keep the water clean.

CLEAN UP
Announce that it is time for cleanup. Challenge kids 
to finish putting away toys and supplies by the time 
you finish this song (tune: “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little 
Star”): We can put away the toys, It’s a job for girls 
and boys. Put them where they ought to go. Do your 
part and don’t say no. We can put away the toys. It’s 
a job for girls and boys.

PLAY “HOW CAN I HELP?”
Direct the children to sit on the floor in a circle. Play 
music as you pass a beanbag around the circle. 
Randomly stop the music. Ask the child holding the 
beanbag to name a way his family can help care for 
God’s world. Continue to play as the children leave.

DISMISS
Repeat the verse with each child as he leaves. 
Help the child gather his belongings 
and his Kids Activity Page.
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UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

WEEKLY VERSE
Be kind to one another. 
Ephesians 4:32

JOSEPH LOVED HIS BROTHERS

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead the kindergartners to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Tell kids to hug three friends and find a seat in the group-time area.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
JOSEPH LOVED HIS BROTHERS, GENESIS 37; 42:1-8,25-26; 43:1-2,15-17; 
45:1-14; 46:28-34; 50:15-21

 » Tell the kids that today they will learn more about what God created 
people to do. Open your Bible to Genesis 45 and tell the Bible story in 
your own words.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » Joseph lived in Egypt, far from his family. He worked hard and became 
friends with the pharaoh. Joseph was in charge of giving out food during 
the famine (a time when no food would grow) in Egypt.
 » Joseph’s brothers came to buy food. They did not recognize Joseph, but 
Joseph knew them. 
 » When his brothers came a second time, Joseph told them who he was. 
 » Joseph’s brothers were afraid because they had treated him badly. Joseph 
forgave his brothers. He told them that God helped him and sent him there 
to help his family when they needed food. 
 » Joseph’s father was happy to know Joseph was alive! Joseph’s family 
moved to Egypt.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Where did Joseph live? 
 » What job did Joseph have? 
 » Why were Joseph’s brothers afraid? 
 » How did Joseph show love to his brothers? 

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the kids that God wants people to choose to show love.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good”:
Choose to show love, 
Choose to show love.
Choose to show love,
Love to everyone.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to Ephesians 4:32 and read aloud 
the Bible verse. Lead the kids to repeat the verse 
with you. Say the verse with the following motions: 
Be kind (hug yourself) to one another (hold arms 
wide in front of you). Repeat several times with 
the motions. Ask kindergartners to suggest other 
motions for the verse.
 
PRAY
Ask God to help kids choose to show love to others.  
Invite volunteers to pray, too.
 
BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: God wants people 
to choose to show love.

1. Spell with blocks. Use masking tape to secure 
large letters on the floor spelling LOVE. Mark 
the Bible story in a Bible with a paper strip. 
Lay the Bible on the floor near the blocks 
and the word. As kids begin to build with the 
blocks, call attention to the word. Comment 
that Joseph showed love for his brothers even 
though they had treated him badly. Remind the 
kids that God wants people to choose to show 
love, just like Joseph did. Encourage the kids 
to build on the word or outline the letters with 
blocks. Open the Bible and talk about the Bible 
story. Show kids where in the Book of Genesis 
the Bible story is located.

2. Draw a family portrait. Place paper, markers, 
crayons on a table. Print the Weekly Verse on 
a paper and lay it in the center of the table. 
Invite boys and girls to draw family portraits. 
Tell kids they can also draw pictures of their 
families showing love to someone. Talk about 
ways families can show love by helping others. 
Encourage kids to print the Bible verse on 
their papers. Talk about the Bible story as the 
children draw. Comment that Joseph loved his 
brothers even when they had mistreated him.

3. Walk on paths. Use tape to make a simple 
path on the floor. Provide masking tape and 
scissors for kids to make other paths along the 
floor. Take time to walk along the paths with the 
kids. Say that Joseph’s brothers traveled a long 
way to Egypt to buy grain during the famine. 
They probably had to walk all the way to Egypt! 
Continue to tell the Bible story by mentioning 
that Joseph chose to be kind and showed love 
to his brothers. He knew God put him in Egypt 
to help his family. Comment: “God created 
people able to make choices. Joseph made a 
good choice to show love to his brothers.”

4. Make verse puzzles. Print the Unit Verse and 
the Weekly Verse on separate sheets of paper. 
Provide kids with construction paper, markers, 
and crayons. Guide kids to print the verse in 
large letters in the center of their papers. They 
can use the crayons and markers to decorate 
around the letters. Tell the Bible story as the 
children work. Comment that Joseph showed 
love to his family; he forgave his brothers for 
treating him badly and he asked his whole 
family to move to Egypt where he could take 
care of them. After kids are finished decorating 
their papers, provide scissors for them to cut 
the paper into five or six puzzles pieces. Allow 
kids to exchange puzzles and work someone 
else’s puzzle. Provide envelopes or ziplock 
bags for kids to take their puzzles home.

CLEAN UP
Quietly go to each child and assign a specific task 
for cleaning the room. Thank kids for their work.

ROLL A BALL
Sit on the floor in a circle. Roll a ball to a child. When 
the child rolls the ball back to you, prompt her to say 
the Life Point, putting her name in place of people: 
“God wants Mia to choose to show love.” Continue 
rolling the ball until each child has an opportunity to 
say the Life Point.

DISMISS
Repeat the verse with each child as 
she leaves. Help the child gather  
her belongings and her Kids  
Activity Page.
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In Fall 2020, preschoolers and kids will learn about obedience to God, how to 
follow Jesus’ example, and why loving your family matters. Featured stories 
include Joshua and Jericho, Jesus and Zacchaeus, Ruth and Boaz, Jesus in 

the garden, Baby Moses, and more. 

As preschoolers and kids grow in God’s Word, they will address three 
concept areas from the Levels of Biblical Learning™: God, People, and Family.
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