
3s–PRE-K

WORSHIPING GOD

MAKING CHOICES

IN THE BEGINNING

KIDS LEADER GUIDE
SUMMER 2020



A Note from William Summey, Publishing Team Leader

KIDS

ENGAGE KIDS IN THE BIBLE WITH !
Reinforce lessons every week with cards containing games, 

Bible facts, and family activities.

range to
bottom edge

Kids

JESUS HEALED THE 

OFFICIAL’S SON
John 4:46-54

Younger Preschool: Jesus 

helped people because He 

loved them.

Middle Preschool: Jesus 

healed sick people.

Older Preschool: Jesus 

performed miracles.

Parents, today's 

lesson focus 

was from 

JESUS 

category of 

the Levels 

of Biblical 

Learning. Each 

child learned at 

the level that's 

right for them! 

For more about 

LOBL, go to 

www.lifeway.

com/LOBL

HEAD

TextJesus helped the man’s son. Jesus could do things no one else could do. Jesus loves people. Jesus loves you and your family. Thank God for Jesus.

TRACE 
THE 

LETTERS 
WITH 
YOUR 

FINGER.

lifeway.com/biblestudiesforlife • 800.458.2772
ORDER TODAY.

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

Available 
for

 preschoolers 
and kids.

JESUS HEALED THE OFFICIAL’S SON
John 4:46-54

Younger Kids: Jesus restored life.
Middle Kids: Jesus performed miracles through the power of God.

Older Kids: Jesus performed miracles because He is God’s Son.

Parents, today's 

lesson focus was 

from JESUS

category of the 

Levels of Biblical 

Learning. Each child 
learned at the level 
that's right for them! 
For more about 

LOBL, go to www.

lifeway.com/LOBL

Answer: miracle

READ THESE CLUES. WHAT IS THE WORD? 
 This is an unusual event or happening.
  This is something that only God or Jesus 
can do.

  Examples are healing blind people, 
walking on water, stopping a storm, and 
raising a dead person.

JESUS DID MIRACLES IN GOD’S POWER. JESUS IS THE ONLY SON OF GOD. SING A PRAISE SONG TO JESUS

Something about summer tends to recharge kids. After a long 
school year or time inside because of cooler weather, playing 
outside is once again a normal part of the week for kids in my area. 
Their energy is exciting to watch!

Throughout these summer months, kids and preschoolers will 
hear some basic biblical concepts. They will learn how we worship 
God, why we strive to make good choices, and that we are all 

created in God’s image. As vacation and camps take over families’ schedules, you may notice fewer faces in 
your group. At the same time you may welcome new faces to your group as kids from out of town visit family 
members. Our team prays that you will have many opportunities to demonstrate the love of Christ to every child 
you teach. 

As you prepare, consider how God has worked in your life. How have you expressed your gratefulness 
and praise to God through worship? When has God helped you make a choice that you might not have made 
otherwise? How have you connected with the Lord through seeing and enjoying His creation? 

We are thankful for you and your willingness to serve. We know that God is doing His mighty work through 
you and pray that this resource helps you share the good news of Jesus with children week after week. 

Blessings,
William Summey

https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005786493
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DOUBLE YOUR DISCIPLESHIP 
EFFORTS WITH THE COMBO PACK!

Bible Studies for Life: Kids Combo Packs are comprised of Activity Pages and Take-Home 

Cards. Activity Pages engage kids in class and provide parents with conversation topics about 

the weekly Bible study content. Take-Home Cards include Bible facts, games, and family 

activities to help parents lead the way in family discipleship.

ORDER COMBO PACKS TODAY!
BIBLESTUDIESFORLIFE.COM/KIDS • 800.458.2772
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UNIT  1
SESSION 1

Jesus Healed the Official’s Son

Start with the first 
1

Jes  and print those letters on the line.  

Then write the letters from the second 
2

usp  and keep going.  

After you write all the letters, draw lines between the  

letters to discover the words of the message.

Look up these verses  

to find what the Bible says about  

God’s power to heal.

BY THE NUMBERS

Jesus has    over physical sickness, like today’s Bible story 

shows, and Jesus has    over the spiritual sickness all  

people have. That is sin. Just like Jesus physically healed the 

official’s son,  Jesus can spiritually heal people from their sin. 

Sin separates people from God and deserves God’s punishment 

of death. Jesus took that punishment when He died on the cross. 

Jesus showed His    over sin when He rose from the dead.  

By responding to Jesus in faith, God can forgive your sin and  

give you new life in Jesus.

Healing Words

Gospel Power

1 Peter 2:24     ____________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________

Psalm 147:3     ____________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________

Psalm 103:2-3 ____________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________

UNIT VERSE

This Jesus of Nazareth was  

a man attested to you by  

God with miracles, wonders,  

and signs that God  

did among you through him.

ACTS 2:22 CSB

B I BL E  ST U DI ES  FOR  L I F E  GR A DES  3–4   3

Jesus Healed the Official’s Son 
JOHN 4: 46-54

Jesus traveled to Cana, the town where He 
had done His first miracle when He turned 
water into wine at a wedding.

A royal official heard that Jesus was 
in Cana. The official’s son was very 
sick, so he traveled several miles 
from Capernaum to Cana. The official 
pleaded with Jesus. “Come and heal my 
son! He is about to die!” 

Jesus said, “Unless you see signs 
and wonders, you will not believe 
in Me.”

The official did not give up. “Sir, please come down before my 
boy dies!”

“Go. Your son will live,” Jesus promised. The royal official believed 
Jesus and left.

As the official traveled home, his servants met him with great news—
his son was alive! The official asked, “What time did he get better?” 

“His fever broke yesterday at one in the afternoon,” they replied.
The official remembered that was the exact moment when Jesus 

had told him, “Your son will live!” The official put his trust in Jesus, and 
because of the official’s faith, everyone in his household believed in 
Jesus, too.

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE: Acts 2:22

LIFE POINT: Jesus has power over sickness.

 DAILY BIBLE READING

Sunday: Acts 2:22

Monday: Philippians 4:19
Tuesday: Revelation 21:4
Wednesday: Psalm 30:2
Thursday: Isaiah 40:29
Friday: Matthew 10:1
Saturday: Psalm 147:3

 THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE
Parents, today your child 
learned that Jesus has power 
over sickness. When an official 
in the royal court came and 
pleaded for his son’s life, 
Jesus responded by healing 
him from afar.

LEVEL OF  
BIBLICAL LEARNING

Jesus performed miracles 
through the power of God.

 LIVE IT OUT
Share with your child that 
Jesus can heal people 
because He has power over 
sickness. Help your child list 
people who are ill. Choose 
one or two to visit, send a 
card, or call.

TAKE IT FURTHER: Check out the Jesus Healed 
the Official's Son section of the Bible Studies 
for Life: Kids Family App.

UNIT 1. SESSION 1

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

JESUS HEALED THE 
OFFICIAL’S SON

John 4:46-54

Younger Kids: Jesus restored life.

Middle Kids: Jesus performed 
miracles through the power of 
God.

Older Kids: Jesus performed 
miracles because He is God’s 
Son.

Parents, today's 

lesson focus was 

from JESUS

category of the 

Levels of Biblical 

Learning. Each child 

learned at the level 

that's right for them!   

For more about 

LOBL, go to www.

lifeway.com/LOBL

Answer: miracle

READ THESE CLUES. WHAT IS THE WORD?  This is an unusual event or happening.  This is something that only God or Jesus can do.

  Examples are healing blind people, walking on water, stopping a storm, and raising a dead person.

JESUS DID MIRACLES IN GOD’S POWER. JESUS IS 
THE ONLY SON OF GOD. SING A PRAISE SONG TO JESUS

Save $2.00
per kid!

Bible Studies for Life: KidsCombo Pack
$3.60

KIDS

https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=Bible%20studies%20for%20life%20kids%20combo%20packs
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=Bible%20studies%20for%20life%20kids%20combo%20packs
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UNIT 1. WorshIpINg god
Suggested for the week of

June 7 SESSION 1: Samuel in the Tabernacle ...........................................8

June 14 SESSION 2: The People Sang .........................................................12

June 21 SESSION 3: People Prayed for Peter ............................................16

June 28 SESSION 4: The Antioch Church Helped .................................. 20

UNIT 2. MakINg ChoICes
Suggested for the week of

July 5 SESSION 1: Gideon Obeyed God ................................................ 26

July 12 SESSION 2: Isaac Was Kind ........................................................... 30

July 19 SESSION 3: Mary Showed Love to Jesus ..................................34

July 26 SESSION 4: The Kind Man ...............................................................38

UNIT 3. IN The BegINNINg
Suggested for the week of

August 2 SESSION 1: God Created the World .............................................44

August 9 SESSION 2: God Created Animals ...............................................48

August 16 SESSION 3: God Created People ................................................ 52

August 23 SESSION 4: God Planned for Families ....................................... 56

August 30 SESSION 5: Joseph Loved His Brothers ................................... 60

                      BONUS TEACHING HOUR .............................................. BTH-1–32

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE
3s–Pre-K Leader Guide
Summer 2020 • Volume 7 • Number 4
 
William Summey
Publishing Team Leader

R. Scott Wiley
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Landry Holmes
Manager, Kids Ministry Publishing
 
Jana Magruder
Director, LifeWay Kids
 
 
Send questions/comments to
Publishing Team Leader by email to 
william.summey@lifeway.com or mail to
Publishing Team Leader
Bible Studies for Life 
3s–Pre-K Leader Guide 
One LifeWay Plaza
Nashville, TN 37234
Or make comments on the web at 
lifeway.com.

Bible Studies for Life 3s–Pre-K Leader 
Guide (ISSN 2331-1282; Item Number 
005075163) is published quarterly by 
LifeWay, One LifeWay Plaza, Nashville, TN 
37234, Ben Mandrell, President. 
© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources.

Printed in the United States of America

Note: Your church has permission 
to photocopy the Bonus Teaching 
Hour weekly teaching plans (see 
pp. BTH 1–32).

For ordering or inquiries, visit 
lifeway.com, or write LifeWay Resources 
Customer Service, One LifeWay Plaza, 
Nashville, TN 37234. For bulk shipments 
mailed quarterly to one address, 
email orderentry@lifeway.com, fax 
615.251.5933, or write to the above 
address.

The Bible stories printed in this magazine 
are based on Scripture and are written in 
words children can understand.

We believe that the Bible has God for 
its author; salvation for its end; and 
truth, without any mixture of error, 
for its matter and that all Scripture is 
totally true and trustworthy. To review 
LifeWay’s doctrinal guideline, please visit 
lifeway.com/doctrinalguideline.

Levels of Biblical Learning® is a 
registered trademark of LifeWay.
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Where Can I

FIND???

CARDS 

TAKE-HOME CARDS
Help preschoolers connect each session 
at home with the Take-Home Cards for 
preschoolers. Encourage parents to use  
the cards to reinforce and review the Bible 
study during the week.

WORSHIP 

Worship is an add-on hour of 
worship and missions videos, small 
group activities, and large group 
worship. These exciting sessions for 
preschoolers follow the same Bible 
Studies for Life Preschool outlines and 
topics. Adapt the sessions to fit the 
needs of your preschoolers and your 
session times.

WORSHIP VIDEOS

DVD
Preschool Worship 

Digital
Preschool Worship Digital

PRINTABLES, MUSIC, 
AND VIDEOS

PRINTABLES (CD ITEMS) 
and MUSIC (SONGS)

Enhanced CD
Preschool Enhanced CD
OR as part of Quick Start Kits

Digital
Preschool Music and Print Extras
OR as part of the Digital Bundles

Web
Age-level Printables also are 
available at biblestudiesforlife.
com/kidshelps.

VIDEOS

DVD 
Preschool Life Action DVD
OR as part of Quick Start Kits

Digital
Preschool Life Action Videos
OR as part of the Digital Bundles

POSTCARDS
Postcards are available for purchase on 
biblestudiesforlife.com/kids. Each quarter has one 
card to go along with each unit.

Use the postcards to help you keep in contact with 
preschoolers and their parents (caregivers) in your 
ministry. 

4

https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=006110392
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=006110390
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005573437
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005573438
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005675120
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005675021
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=005786493
https://www.lifeway.com/en/searchpage.html?searchTerms=bible%20studies%20for%20life%20kids%20postcards
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-kids/


EXTRAS FOR TEACHING PREP

OVERVIEW VIDEOS ON MINISTRY GRID
Each week Bible Studies for Life: Kids features a FREE 
overview video on our training tool–Ministry Grid. Visit 
ministrygrid.com/bsfl.

BLOG
Each week biblestudiesforlife.com/kidshelps gives an extra 
preschool activity PLUS a social media plan you can post on 
your ministry’s social media accounts. 

APPS

BIBLE STUDIES FOR LIFE
The Bible Studies for Life app 
is now part of the LifeWay Kids 
app.

Download the LifeWay: Kids 
app and then open 
the current quarter of 
study. All the content 
is FREE!

The app is great 
for parents and  
preschoolers at 
home!

LEVELS OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING® 
Bible Studies for Life: Kids is 
built on an age-appropriate 
discipleship plan called the 
Levels of Biblical Learning. 

Access this plan for FREE 
inside the LifeWay Kids app.

CONNECT WITH US AND EACH OTHER!

ON FACEBOOK? Want to be a part of our Bible Studies for Life: Kids community?
• Check out facebook.com/biblestudiesforlifekids.
• Click on “Community” and answer three questions to join.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? 
• Email: william.summey@lifeway.com
• Paper Mail: LifeWay, c/o William Summey, One LifeWay Plaza, Nashville, TN 37234

EXTRAS!

B  i  b  l  e  S  t  u  d i  e  s  f  o r  L  i  f  e                      5

https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-kids/
https://ministrygrid.com/
https://www.lifeway.com/en/special-emphasis/levels-of-biblical-learning?intcmp=SRDR-biblical-levels-of-learning
https://www.facebook.com/biblestudiesforlifekids


CHURCH

People use the Bible to learn 
about God and Jesus at church. 

People at church worship by 
singing, talking to God, and 

listening to Bible stories.

People at church help others

Welcome to another unit of Bible Studies for Life! As 

you prepare to teach preschoolers each week, we pray 

that the Levels of Biblical Learning serve you in helping 

preschoolers learn weekly biblical concepts. While you 

watch them grow, use these statements to help the 

preschoolers understand the world God designed 
for US! 

Throughout this unit, preschoolers will learn about 

the church. We want preschoolers to know that people 

can learn about God and Jesus at church. They can learn 

that people can pray, sing, give, and read the 
Bible at church to learn more about God. Preschoolers 

can know that people at church will help them and 

others. They can also learn that they can be helpers at 

church, too! 

We pray you enjoy teaching preschoolers about the 

church this summer! 

6     



Writer: Donna Miller teaches preschoolers at First Baptist Church in Hudson, North Carolina. 

GOD
Worshiping 

Session 1

SAMUEL IN THE 
TABERNACLE

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
People use the Bible 
to learn about God 

and Jesus at church.

Scripture Reference
1 Samuel 1:24-28; 

2:18-26; 3 

Weekly  
Bible Verse

I will teach you the 
way to go.
Psalm 32:8

Unit Verse
Come, let us 
worship God.
Psalm 95:6

Life Point
People at church 
learn about God.

Suggested  
Week of Use

June 7

Session 2

THE PEOPLE 
SANG

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
People at church 

worship by singing, 
talking to God, and 
listening to Bible 

stories.

Scripture Reference
Ezra 2:68-70; 3:1-13

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Come, let us 
worship God.
Psalm 95:6

Unit Verse
Come, let us 
worship God.
Psalm 95:6

Life Point
People at church 

sing and thank God.

Suggested  
Week of Use

June 14

Session 3

PEOPLE PRAYED 
FOR PETER

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
People at church 

worship by singing, 
talking to God, and 
listening to Bible 

stories.

Scripture Reference
Acts 12:1-19

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Pray for one 
another.

James 5:16

Unit Verse
Come, let us 
worship God.
Psalm 95:6

Life Point
People at church 
pray for others.

Suggested  
Week of Use

June 21

Session 4

THE ANTIOCH 
CHURCH 
HELPED

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
People at church 

help others.

Scripture Reference
Acts 11:19-30

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Help one another 
in love. 

Galatians 5:13

Unit Verse
Come, let us 
worship God.
Psalm 95:6

Life Point
People at church 

give and help 
others.

Suggested  
Week of Use

June 28

Unit 1. At a Glance

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  3 s – P r e - K   7



LIFE POINT
People at church 

learn about 
God.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

How many times have wives told their husbands, “You’re not listening to 
me” to which many husbands reply, “I heard you”? Conversations between 
parents and children echo these same words. Hearing? Listening? What’s 
the difference? Hearing is “perceiving with the ear the sound someone or 
something makes” while listening is “giving attention to a sound.” To be 
honest, everyone wants someone to listen—to give attention—to the words 
he or she speaks.

God also wants people to listen to Him and not merely hear or casually 
acknowledge that He has said something. He is the God of the universe, and 
anything and everything He says is important. People can learn so much if 
they take the time to actually listen to God. 

For instance, consider how God spoke to Samuel. On the night that God 
called Samuel, he heard something but mistook God’s call for Eli calling him. 
Three times this happened before Eli realized that God was calling Samuel. 
When God spoke the fourth time, Samuel responded that he was God’s 
servant who was ready to listen. Because Samuel was willing to listen, he 
became God’s prophet and went on to do great things for Him.

Although it took Samuel four times to recognize the voice of God, 
Samuel responded with eagerness to listen. Are you listening for God’s 
voice? God loves a servant attitude. What adjustments can you make in 
order to hear from and listen to God?

SAMUEL IN THE TABERNACLE

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People use the Bible to 
learn about God and Jesus 
at church.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
1 Samuel 1:24-28;  
2:18-26; 3

WEEKLY VERSE
I will teach you the way to 
go. Psalm 32:8

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
June 7

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.8     U n i t  1 ,  S e s s i o n  1

http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife


 › Pack Items 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Unit Verses,” “Unit 1 
Door Poster,” “At My 
Church Poster,” “At My 
Church Pictures,” “We 
Worship God Game”

 › Teaching Picture 1

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible

 › Put the door poster 
on the door. Cut apart 
the We Worship God 
Game and pull out the 
seven that show past 
and present objects that 
are used the same way. 
(They will have the same 
color frame on the left 
and the right.) Put the At 
My Church Poster on a 
focal wall. If desired take 
photos of people at your 
church to use on the At 
My Church Poster.

SAMUEL IN THE TABERNACLE
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Move to music. Sing and move to “I Will Clap My Hands.”
 ʹ Talk about the unit. Comment that preschoolers will hear Bible stories 
about churches this month. Say that we call our church building the 
church, but the important part of the church is the people who meet to 
worship and learn together. Say that people use the Bible to learn about 
God and Jesus at church.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 1. Show the Bible book 
name (in the Bible) to the children. Mention that today’s Bible story is in 
the Old Testament in the Book of 1 Samuel. Tell children that the story 
is about a boy named Samuel. Tell the Bible story in your own words as 
you hold the open Bible.

SAMUEL IN THE TABERNACLE
—Based on 1 Samuel 1:24-28; 2:18-26; 3

Hannah wanted a baby. She prayed for one at the tent church in 
Shiloh. Eli, the helper at the tent church, saw Hannah praying. Later 
God answered her prayers. She had a baby boy named Samuel. 

Hannah loved Samuel and took care of him. When Samuel was still 
a little boy, he went with his mother and father to the tent church in 
Shiloh. Hannah reminded Eli, the church helper, how she had prayed 
and asked God to give her a baby. She wanted Eli to know that God 
had answered her prayer. 

Hannah told Eli that she wanted Samuel to be his helper at church. 
She wanted Eli to teach Samuel about serving God at church and 
doing the things God wanted him to do. Eli taught Samuel to listen to 
God. Samuel learned to listen for God’s words.

Samuel grew taller and learned more about God. God told Samuel 
what He was going to do. People listened to what Samuel said. They 
knew that Samuel loved God and listened to God’s words.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture. Hold up the We 
Worship God Game cards that you pulled out and compare the objects 
on each one. Show the card with the teachers. Note that people had 
teachers in Bible times and people have teachers at church today. 
 ʹ Learn the Bible Verses. Read the Unit Verse, Psalm 95:6. Comment that 
we worship God at church. Read the Weekly Verse, Psalm 32:8. Gently 
tap children on the knee one at a time to say the next word of the verse. 
Repeat the verse several times.
 ʹ Talk about the Life Point. Say the Life Point together. Show the At My 
Church Poster and add the “learn” picture to it. Ask preschoolers to tell 
who helped Samuel learn about God.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show the “Samuel in the Tabernacle” video. Pray and thank 
God that we can come to church to learn about Him.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  3 s – P r e - K   9



SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Several Bibles, crayons 
or pencils

 › Pack Items 21, 22: “Block 
Template: Church,” 
“Block Template: 
Tabernacle” 

 › Wooden blocks, brick-
shaped blocks, other 
building materials, 
photograph of your 
church (optional)

 › Pack Item 19: “We 
Worship God Game” 

 › Teaching Picture 1  

SEARCH FOR BIBLES
Hide Bibles around the room. 

 ʹ Guide the children to walk around the room and find the Bibles. 
 ʹ Talk about ways preschoolers can learn about God at church. Say that 
they can read the Bible or listen to Bible stories to learn more about 
God, that they can write or draw about God with a pencil, and so forth.
 ʹ Suggest the children look around the room and find other objects that 
represent their ideas for ways to learn about God.
 ʹ Lead preschoolers to complete the Activity Page. Talk about Samuel as 
you look at the picture on the back of the page.
 ʹ Say the Bible verse. Open a Bible (or several Bibles) to the verse.
 ʹ Say that people go to church to learn about God. (Games)

BUILD A CHURCH
 ʹ Encourage the children to compare the block templates. Comment that 
some churches in Bible times were actually tent churches.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Say that Hannah took Samuel to the 
tabernacle to help Eli.
 ʹ Ask preschoolers to describe your church. Look out the window or 
walk outside if possible to look at the building. (Examine the photo if 
available.) 
 ʹ Comment that churches today can look very different from each other. 
They can be large or small. They are made of wood, brick, metal, glass, 
and rock. Some may have tall steeples, and others may not have a 
steeple at all.
 ʹ Encourage children to choose some blocks and build your church. They 
can also use the templates to build a church or tabernacle. (Blocks)

MATCH PICTURES
Turn the game cards facedown on the table and mix them up. 

 ʹ Invite preschoolers to turn over the cards to find ends that match. When 
they find a match, they can place it to the side and try to match other 
cards to the ends. 
 ʹ Point to a picture on one of the cards. Ask how that object may be used 
at church. Note the objects that are present-day items and the ones that 
are Bible times items. Encourage the children to talk about the items that 
are similar (same color borders). Say: “We read from a Bible today. In 
Bible times, the priests would read from a scroll.” 
 ʹ Comment that the things pictured on the cards help us to learn about 
God and worship Him.
 ʹ Show the Teaching Picture and talk about the Bible story. Note that Eli 
helped Samuel learn about God. (Puzzles)
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LIFE POINT People at church learn about God.

 › Pack Item 27: “Helping 
Others Cards” 

 › Music

 › Spray bottle of water, 
paper towels, trash bag, 
brooms or sweepers, 
other cleaning supplies

 › Pack Item 20: “Book: 
People at Church” 

 › Books about churches, 
church directory 
or photographs of 
children’s families, Bible 
storybook with pictures 
of Samuel, quilt

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions” 

 › Crayons, large sheets of 
drawing paper, pages 
torn from magazines 
and catalogs with people 
pictures, glue, children’s 
scissors

 › Printables: “Samuel in 
the Tabernacle” Coloring 
Page

 › Colored pencils, toy cars

CLEAN AT CHURCH
 ʹ Invite the children to clean the tables and other areas of the room. 
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Say that Samuel helped Eli at the tabernacle.
 ʹ Recall that Eli helped Samuel know how to listen to God and learn about 
God. Say that people at your church help others learn about God.
 ʹ Look at the cards with the children and name the ways the people are 
helping. Talk about ways preschoolers help at church.
 ʹ Play and sing “This Is Church” and other songs. (Dramatic Play)

READ ABOUT CHURCHES
Place the books on the quilt.  

 ʹ Look at the pictures and books with the children. Guide the children to 
notice the pictures and talk about who or what they see.
 ʹ Comment that people come to the church building to see church friends 
and to learn about God together.
 ʹ Retell the story. Say that Samuel’s mother promised God that Samuel 
would be a helper at church and serve God. Say that Samuel grew and 
listened to God’s words. He told God’s words to other people. (Books)

MAKE A CHURCH COLLAGE
Cut a large church shape from the paper for each child. 

 ʹ Tell preschoolers they can fill their church shapes with people.
 ʹ Guide preschoolers to draw people on the church shapes. Or they can 
find pictures of people in the magazines and catalogs. Encourage them 
to cut out the pictures and glue them onto their church-shaped papers. 
 ʹ Guide preschoolers to hold the scissors pointing away from them and to 
turn the paper, not the scissors. 
 ʹ Suggest younger preschoolers tear out the pictures instead of cutting.
 ʹ Comment that all over the world people use the Bible to learn about 
God and Jesus at church.
 ʹ Look at the missions pictures together. Say that missionaries travel to 
Poland to tell people about God and Jesus. (Art)

TRAVEL TO CHURCH
 ʹ As the children color the page, talk about the Bible story. Recall that 
Hannah and Samuel traveled to Shiloh to the tabernacle. Say they 
probably walked.
 ʹ Ask how the children came to church today. 
 ʹ Pretend to drive cars to church. Say people at church learn about God.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Lead children to help clean up the room. Thank them for helping.
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LIFE POINT
People at church 
sing and thank 

God.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Buildings such as the White House of the United States, Notre Dame 
Cathedral of France, The Royal Exchange of London, Frauenkirche Church 
of Germany, Twin Towers of New York City, and Gran Teatre del Liceu of 
Barcelona are famous for more than one reason: construction, destruction, 
and rebuilding. 

Centuries earlier, Solomon built a temple that lasted about 400 years. 
The Babylonians destroyed the beautiful temple in 586 BC when they 
captured the Israelites and took them into exile. About 70 years later, at 
the mercy of their Persian conquerors, the Israelites were allowed to return 
home where they found the ruins of the temple. They rebuilt on the same 
site with a volunteer construction team. The people gave offerings of gold, 
silver, and even “priestly garments” toward the building of the second 
temple. Before they laid the foundation for the new temple, they built the 
altar. Almost immediately, they began making sacrifices to the Lord as they 
observed the Jewish rituals. 

Volunteers, priests, and Levites participated in laying the foundation of 
the temple. This was a time of rejoicing. The laying of the temple foundation 
was cause for praise and thanksgiving to God. When the people saw the 
foundation completed, some rejoiced, and some wept. Those who wept 
recalled the place of worship they remembered from years past. 

This holy place would be known as Herod’s temple, due to his first-
century expansion, until the Romans destroyed it in AD 70. Now all that 
remains of the temple is a retaining wall, the Wailing Wall as Gentiles call it.

The Israelites celebrated by singing and playing instruments to praise 
God. How are you using your God-given voice and musical talents to 
worship, honor, praise, and thank Him?

THE PEOPLE SANG

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People at church worship 
by singing, talking to God, 
and listening to Bible 
stories.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Ezra 2:68-70; 3:1-13

WEEKLY VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
June 14

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.12     U n i t  1 ,  S e s s i o n  2
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 › Pack Items 14, 15, 17, 
18, 25: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Unit Verses,” “At My 
Church Poster,” “At 
My Church Pictures,” 
“Where Is It?” 

 › Teaching Picture 2

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, gift bag, crepe 
paper streamers or 
scarves for each child

 › Cut apart the pieces to 
the Where Is It? game. 
Place the ten small cards 
in a gift bag.

THE PEOPLE SANG
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Wave scarves to music. Hand out streamers to each child. Wave the 
streamers as you sing “This Is Church.” Ask the children to put the 
streamers under their chairs or on the floor until you need them again.
 ʹ Talk about the Life Point. Put the “sing” picture on the At My Church 
Poster as you read the Life Point and repeat it with the children.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Hold your Bible open to Ezra 2 as you tell the Bible 
story. Mention that Ezra is in the Old Testament. 

THE PEOPLE SANG
—Based on Ezra 2:68-70; 3:1-13

Many of the people were forced to go to Babylon. When they finally 
went back to Jerusalem, they wanted to rebuild the temple. 

Families gave offerings of money. The money was used to buy 
supplies and to pay people who worked to rebuild the temple. Other 
people gave food and drink to the workers who were building the 
temple. The people paid to have big logs from cedar trees brought to 
Jerusalem. 

All of the people worked together. They worshiped God by giving 
offerings and thanking Him.

The workers finished the first part of the temple, the foundation. 
The people celebrated. The church helpers put on their special clothes 
and brought their trumpets and cymbals. The church helpers played 
music, and the people sang to God. They thanked Him. The people 
sang, “God is good. God loves us.”

People were happy that the temple was being rebuilt. People sang 
happy praise songs to God.

Everyone around Jerusalem heard the happy shouts and songs. 
They knew the people were happy about the temple.

 ʹ Pray. Say that people come every week to sing and thank God at your 
church. Thank God for your church and for the families who come each 
week. Offer opportunities for children to thank God for your church, too.
 ʹ Learn the Bible Verse. Open the Bible to Psalm 95:6 and read the verse. 
Encourage the children to stand and say the verse together in a strong 
voice. Say the verse in a whisper voice. Say it again with a strong voice.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture. Ask why the 
people sang and praised God. Encourage the children to tell what they 
see in the picture. Point out the instruments for preschoolers to see.
 ʹ Introduce the Where Is It? game. Give pairs of children a gameboard. 
Invite other children to pull an object card from the bag. Encourage the 
pairs to find a similar object on the gameboards.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “The People Sang” video. Play “He Is G-O-D” and lead 
the children to wave the streamers. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Music

 › Crayons, paper squares, 
stapler with staples, 
tape, marker

 › Pack Item 22: “Block 
Template: Tabernacle”

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions” 

 › Building materials 
(shingle, nail, screw, 
brick, piece of wood, 
piece of rock); blocks

 › Pack Items 23, 26: 
“People Sing Photos,” 
“Song Book” 

 › Crayons, shape stickers, 
rhythm instruments, 
basket

MAKE A BOOK
Print the words sing, thank, and worship on paper squares. Make a set of 
words for each child. 

 ʹ Encourage preschoolers to complete the Activity Page. Guide them to 
trace the word sing with different colors to make a rainbow word. 
 ʹ Say that we sing at church to worship God. Talk about the Bible story. 
Look at the picture on the back of the Activity Page.
 ʹ Offer the words to preschoolers. They can trace around them to make 
rainbow words or can draw around the words as they choose. 
 ʹ Provide blank paper squares for boys and girls to write or draw other 
things about worshiping God.
 ʹ Play “Peace and Quiet” as the children work.
 ʹ Help a child staple his completed pages into a book. For younger 
preschoolers, tape over the staples. (Books)

EXAMINE MATERIALS
 ʹ Invite the boys and girls to feel and examine the building materials. 
(Note: Supervise closely as children use these items.)
 ʹ Comment that in our Bible story, the people paid to have big logs from 
cedar trees brought to Jerusalem to use in building the temple. Say the 
workers used stones to make the foundation for the temple.
 ʹ Look around your classroom and out the windows of your room. Name 
the different building materials you see on your church building.
 ʹ Suggest that churches may be built with different materials but they are 
all places where people gather to worship God and sing and thank God.
 ʹ Look at the missions pictures together. Comment that Poland has many 
beautiful church buildings but not many people know about God or 
worship God. Say that people travel to Poland to help others know about 
God and Jesus. These people sing and thank God. (Blocks)

MAKE A SONG BOOK
Copy the Song Book for each child. Fold the books before the session. 

 ʹ Encourage children to color and decorate the pages of their song books. 
 ʹ Sing one of the songs together. Let children choose rhythm instruments 
to play as they sing.
 ʹ Look at the photos. Comment that people can sing songs and worship 
God anywhere but that often they sing together at church. 
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Say that the people were happy about 
rebuilding the temple and they sang and thanked God.
 ʹ Print each child’s name on his song book and place the finished books 
in a basket to use the next two weeks. (If many of your children do not 
attend consistently, send the books home and run additional copies to 
use the next two weeks during group time.) (Music)
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LIFE POINT People at church sing and thank God.

 › Pack Item 15: “Unit 
Verses” 

 › Bible; smartphone, video 
camera, or tape recorder

Share each child’s video 
with her own parents 
but do not share on 
social media.

 › Pack Items 19, 25: “We 
Worship God Game,” 
“Where Is It?”  

 › Bible, small gift bag

 › Teaching Picture 2 

 › Large sheets of paper, 
gray and brown 
construction paper, glue, 
smartphone or tablet

 › Printables: “The People 
Sang” Coloring Page

 › Crayons, visiting 
musician

 › Music

RECORD THE BIBLE VERSE
 ʹ Open the Bible and read today’s Bible verse. Lead children to repeat it.
 ʹ Invite children to take turns repeating the verse. Record the children.
 ʹ Let the children watch/hear their recordings. 
 ʹ Comment that you are glad the children came to church to learn about 
God, sing, and thank God. (Nature)

PLAY “WHERE IS IT?”
Place the object cards for the Where Is It? game in the gift bag.

 ʹ Guide a child to pull a card from the bag. Tell the children to look on the 
gameboards to find the same object pictured on the card.
 ʹ Talk about how some objects could be used by the children at church.
 ʹ Look around the room to see if a similar object is in the classroom. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Ask what the people did to sing and thank God. 
 ʹ Point to the CD player picture. Point to instruments in your classroom. 
Tell the children that these are items you use to sing and thank God.
 ʹ Open the Bible and read the Bible verse.
 ʹ Pray, thanking God for your church where you can sing, worship, and 
listen to Bible stories about Him.
 ʹ As children match the “We Worship God” cards, find items that people 
use in your church to worship and thank God. (Games)

MAKE A FOUNDATION COLLAGE
Cut gray and brown construction paper into rectangles to look like stones. 

 ʹ Show the children pictures of the temple on your smartphone or tablet.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story and show the Teaching Picture. Remind 
children that the people worked to rebuild the temple so they would 
have a place to worship God. Say that workers built the foundation, the 
bottom of the temple that would hold the rest of the building.
 ʹ Guide boys and girls to glue rows of “stones” on large sheets of paper to 
make a foundation picture. Encourage their creativity.
 ʹ Say the people celebrated when the foundation was completed. (Art)

VISIT WITH A MUSICIAN
 ʹ As children color the picture, talk about the Bible story. Note the 
instruments the priests played.
 ʹ Invite an adult to visit your class to play the guitar or another instrument.
 ʹ Talk about instruments your church uses to sing and thank God.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “God Is Good Medley” as the activity time ends. Suggest specific 
jobs to children who seem reluctant to clean up. 
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LIFE POINT
People at church 
pray for others.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

God invites people into conversation with Him. God loves us and wants a 
relationship with us. He created prayer as a line of communication between 
Himself and us. What an incredible privilege it is to converse with the Creator 
of the universe! All we have to do is engage in the conversation!

Throughout the Book of Acts, Luke recorded how believers and the early 
church experienced the power of prayer. One instance occurred when the 
apostles were under attack. King Herod had killed James and arrested Peter, 
who remained in prison during a Jewish feast. He was heavily guarded, 
watched by soldiers around the clock. Peter would likely meet the fate of 
James after the feast was over. The believers knew this and were praying 
fervently to God for him. 

Although they prayed for their imprisoned brother, ironically, they 
hesitated to believe that God would answer their prayers. God heard their 
prayers and delivered Peter safely to their door! At first, Rhoda was the only 
one to believe Peter was outside the gate. When she claimed that Peter was 
at the outer gate, Peter’s friends immediately declared she was crazy! Peter, 
however, kept knocking, and when they saw him, they were amazed. More 
amazing was how God orchestrated the whole escape. Peter recounted all 
the unbelievable things that happened: the angel who appeared and woke 
him, the chains that fell off as the soldiers slept, the gate that opened by 
itself, and the angel disappearing outside of the gate. Nothing is impossible 
for God!

How does this biblical account of prayer impact your prayer life? Come, 
worship, bow down, and kneel before God, our Maker, as you ask Him to 
prompt you to pray regularly, fervently, sincerely, and “without ceasing.”

PEOPLE PRAYED FOR PETER

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People at church worship 
by singing, talking to God, 
and listening to Bible 
stories.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Acts 12:1-19

WEEKLY VERSE
Pray for one another.  
James 5:16

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
June 21

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.16     U n i t  1 ,  S e s s i o n  3
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 › Pack Items 14, 15, 17, 18, 
24, 26: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Unit Verses,” “At My 
Church Poster,” “At 
My Church Pictures,” 
“People Pray Photos,” 
“Song Book” 

 › Teaching Picture 3

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible

 › Make copies of the Song 
Book.

PEOPLE PRAYED FOR PETER
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Sing songs. Play and sing “People at Church.” Talk about what the song 
says that people at church do. Sing “This Is Church.”
 ʹ Talk about prayer. Comment that prayer is talking and listening to God. 
Encourage children to name times we pray. Ask for prayer requests. Pray 
for the people named.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Open the Bible to Acts 12. Comment that this 
New Testament story tells about a time that church friends prayed for 
someone. Tell the Bible story in your own words.

PEOPLE PRAYED FOR PETER
—Based on Acts 12:1-19

Peter told many people about Jesus. The king did not want people to 
hear about Jesus. He put Peter in jail. Peter’s church friends gathered 
to pray for him.

Peter was asleep in the jail. An angel appeared and said, “Quick, 
get up.” Chains fell off of Peter, and the gates were unlocked. The 
angel said, “Follow me.” Peter obeyed and followed the angel. The 
angel led Peter into the city. Then the angel left. 

Peter knew that God had sent the angel to rescue him. Peter went 
to the house where his church friends were gathered to pray. He 
knocked. A girl named Rhoda went to the door. She heard Peter’s 
voice and was excited. She ran to tell the others. She didn’t even open 
the door to let him in! 

“Peter is at the door!” she said. The people praying didn’t believe 
her. Peter knocked again. When Peter’s friends opened the door, they 
were surprised to see him. Peter told his friends how God had helped 
him. Peter thanked his church friends for praying for him. Peter left 
to go to another place.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture. Ask questions and 
encourage the children to knock once if the answer is no and knock 
twice if the answer is yes. Ask: “Did the king want people to hear about 
Jesus? Did Peter’s friends gather to pray for him? Did an angel appear 
and help Peter leave the prison? Did Rhoda open the door? Were the 
people happy to see Peter?”
 ʹ Learn the Bible Verses. Say the Unit Verse together. Open the Bible to 
James 5:16 and read the Weekly Verse. Knock one fist on the other palm 
to create a steady beat. Repeat the verse with the beat.
 ʹ Talk about the Life Point. Say the Life Point together. Add the “pray” 
picture to the At My Church Poster. Talk about the People Pray Photos.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show the “People Prayed for Peter” video. Briefly retell the 
Bible story as children play it out. Sing the song about Peter from the 
Song Book. (Give each child a copy of the book to find the words.)

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Item 14. “Weekly 
Verses”

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Bible, alphabet stamps, 
markers or crayons, 
index cards, paper

 › Teaching Picture 3

 › Several padlocks 
(with keys or simple 
combinations), bright-
colored key chains, lock 
and latch puzzle boards, 
marker, index cards

 › Pack Item 20: “Book: 
“People at Church”  

 › Music

 › Colored pencils, white 
paper, books about 
churches, scissors

STAMP WORDS 
Print the words pray, sing, learn, and worship on index cards 

 ʹ Lead children to complete the Activity Page and mention that people at 
church pray for others. 
 ʹ Open the Bible and read the Bible verse. Encourage children to repeat it 
with you.
 ʹ Talk about things we do at church and read the words on the cards.
 ʹ Encourage children to use the alphabet stamps to stamp the words on 
their paper. Younger 3s may enjoy stamping the same letter repeatedly 
or randomly stamping letters. Encourage their choices.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Say that church friends prayed for Peter. 
Remark that people at your church pray for others, too.
 ʹ Pray, thanking God for your church where you can pray, sing, learn, and 
worship together. (Art)

EXAMINE LOCKS
Place lock keys on key chains to keep from losing them. Print the 
combinations on cards for children to consult as they open the locks. 

 ʹ Guide children to unlock and lock the padlocks and explore the locks 
and latches on the puzzle boards.
 ʹ Comment that you need a key or combination to open the locks. 
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Comment that Peter was chained and the 
prison doors were locked but the angel helped him get free without 
keys or combinations.
 ʹ Look at the Teaching Picture together. Say that the church people 
prayed for Peter. Say that God heard the prayer and sent the angel to 
help Peter. (Puzzles)

SING AND DRAW PRAYERS
Cut paper into 4-by-11-inch strips, one per child.

 ʹ Help a child fold a strip in half, meeting short sides. Then fold each end 
back to the middle fold, making four sections. 
 ʹ Guide children to draw pictures of the church, their families, their friends, 
and others to pray for in the sections. 
 ʹ Play “Peace and Quiet” or other quiet music as the children draw.
 ʹ Encourage children to name the people they are drawing. Print the 
people’s names if the children choose. 
 ʹ Pray with the children for the people they have drawn. Give each child 
an opportunity to pray. 
 ʹ Say that people at church pray for others.
 ʹ Look at the books about churches together and read People at Church. 
 ʹ Sing “People at Church.” Comment that people at church worship by 
singing, talking to God, and listening to Bible stories. (Music)
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LIFE POINT People at church pray for others.

 › Several shoe boxes, 
dollhouse furniture or 
smaller boxes, people 
figures, small pieces of 
cloth, tape

 › Pack Items 19, 25, 27: 
“We Worship God 
Game,” “Where Is It?,” 
“Helping Others Cards”

 › Pack Item 21: “Block 
Template: Church”  

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions” 

 › Blocks

 › Pack Item 26: “Song 
Book” 

 › Printables: “People 
Prayed for Peter” 
Coloring Page

 › Crayons, previously 
completed song books

PLAY OUT THE BIBLE STORY
Cut doors and windows in the shoe boxes to make Bible times buildings. 

 ʹ Invite the children to use the people figures and buildings to play out 
the Bible story. Suggest that the children wrap cloth around the people 
figures to make Bible times clothing. Tape to secure the cloth. 
 ʹ Retell the Bible story as children play it out.
 ʹ Say that the people prayed for Peter. 
 ʹ Comment that people at your church pray for others.
 ʹ Pray for preschoolers’ families. (Dramatic Play)

PLAY A GAME
 ʹ Encourage children to sort the Helping Others Cards into pictures 
of adults helping and pictures of children helping. Talk about what is 
happening in each picture. 
 ʹ Ask children to choose a card that shows a way they could help 
someone and tell who they would help. 
 ʹ Mention that the people in the Bible story could not go get Peter out of 
jail. But when they prayed for him, God helped him.
 ʹ Comment that people at church pray for others. Praying is a way to help 
others.
 ʹ Guide children to play the other games. (Games)

BUILD A CHURCH
 ʹ Invite preschoolers to follow the template to build a church or use their 
own ideas as they build.
 ʹ Encourage children to look at the missions pictures together.
 ʹ Comment that churches can all look very different but they are places 
that people go to sing, talk to God, and listen to Bible stories.
 ʹ Say that people in Poland have church buildings but not many people go 
to worship God or learn about Jesus.
 ʹ Comment that your church can pray for missionaries in Poland.
 ʹ Pray together. Encourage children to pray, too. (Blocks)

COLOR AND SING ABOUT GOD
 ʹ As the children color the page, talk about the Bible story. Remind them 
that people at church can pray for others.  
 ʹ Suggest that we can pray for our church friends, our missionaries, and 
people who are sick anytime and anywhere.
 ʹ Choose a song from the song book and sing it together. 

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Move to each activity area to give specific directions to the children for 
cleaning up their areas. Thank the children for their help.
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LIFE POINT
People at church 

give and help 
others.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Most children love to help. God directs us—parents and teachers—in 
Proverbs 22:6 to teach children God’s truths about loving and serving Him 
and others. As Christians following Jesus’ example, we should be the first to 
jump in and help someone in need and to be careful not to overlook those 
who are members of our spiritual family, the church. 

As persecuted Christians left Jerusalem and scattered, Antioch became 
a center of evangelism. Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman 
Empire. A large Jewish population lived there. The local Gentiles were 
impressed by the Jewish way of life—so much so that some converted to 
Judaism, which allowed for Jews to proclaim the gospel to Greeks. Also, the 
Jews in Antioch were more open to the message of the Christian Jews than 
the Jews in Jerusalem. 

When news reached Jerusalem, the church sent Barnabas to check out 
the situation. Barnabas was so pleased with what he found that he joined 
the effort. He brought Paul to Antioch, and the two of them stayed a year to 
teach the new Gentile converts who were not familiar with the Jewish roots 
of Christianity. When prophets from Jerusalem came, one of them named 
Agabus predicted a severe famine. The disciples from this new Gentile 
church sent relief to their mother church in Judea. Helping others was at the 
heart of this new community of faith.

Scripture tells us that Antioch was the birthplace of the term Christian. 
This was not derogatory. The Latin suffix ianus can be translated partisan (or 
follower). Added to the name Christ, it indicated that the disciples in Antioch 
were Christ followers. Do people outside of the church identify you as a 
Christ follower? Are there areas you can adjust in your actions and speech to 
serve others and bring glory to Christ?

THE ANTIOCH CHURCH HELPED 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People at church help 
others. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Acts 11:19-30

WEEKLY VERSE
Help one another in love. 
Galatians 5:13

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
June 28

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.20     U n i t  1 ,  S e s s i o n  4
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 › Pack Items 14, 15, 17, 
18, 26: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Unit Verses,” “At My 
Church Poster,” “At My 
Church Pictures,” “Song 
Book”

 › Teaching Picture 4

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, chart paper, 
marker

 › Cut the Unit Verse in 
four pieces and hide the 
pieces under some of the 
chairs.

THE ANTIOCH CHURCH HELPED 
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Sing together. Sing “This Is Church.” Clap as you sing together.
 ʹ Review the Unit Verse. Guide children to look for the Unit Verse pieces. 
Assemble the verse. Read the verse and remind children we have 
learned about churches during this unit. Review the At My Church Poster 
and add the picture for “helping others.” 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Open the Bible to Acts 11. Tell the preschoolers that 
the Bible story is from Acts in the New Testament. Tell the story in your 
own words as you hold the open Bible.

THE ANTIOCH CHURCH HELPED
—Based on Acts 11:19-30

The people in the Jerusalem church heard about a new church in 
Antioch. They sent Barnabas to visit the Antioch church. Barnabas 
encouraged the people in the new church to serve God, teach about 
Jesus, and learn about Him. Many people in Antioch began to believe 
that Jesus was God’s Son.

Barnabas brought Saul to Antioch to help teach the people. They 
stayed in Antioch for a year. More people in Antioch began to believe 
in Jesus. The people who believed in Jesus were called Christians. 

One day some men from Jerusalem came to the Antioch church. 
One of the men, a prophet named Agabus, told the church that soon 
the people in Judea would not have enough food to eat. Many people 
would be hungry.

The people in the Antioch church decided to help. Everyone in the 
Antioch church gave as much food and money as they could. They 
were happy to give. Barnabas and Saul took their gifts to the people 
in the church in Judea. Now the people would have food. The people 
were thankful that the church in Antioch had helped them.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture. Ask how the church 
in Antioch helped the church in Judea. Guide preschoolers to name 
ways your church helps others. Make a list on a piece of chart paper.
 ʹ Talk about the Life Point. Using the list of ways your church helps 
others, help children choose a way that they can help others (bring food 
for a food closet, bring an offering, make a card for someone sick, etc.).
 ʹ Say the Bible Verse. Open the Bible to Galatians 5:13 and read the 
verse. Say the verse together. Comment that the church shows God’s 
love when they help others in different ways. Repeat the verse, standing 
on the first word, sitting on the second word, and so forth.
 ʹ Sing from the Song Book. Hand out the children’s song books. Sing 
about the Antioch church. Choose other songs to sing together.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show “The Antioch Church Helped” video. Pray and thank 
God for your church and for the opportunities to help others.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Item 27: “Helping 
Others Cards” 

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions”

 › 5 bowls, coins (pennies, 
nickels, dimes, and 
quarters), pencils

 › Teaching Picture 4

 › Paper plates, plastic 
forks, tempera paint in 
shallow pans, painting 
smocks

 › Bible, toy shopping cart, 
toy cash register, empty 
food cans and boxes, 
play money, larger box

SORT COINS 
Mix all the coins in one bowl.

 ʹ Lead preschoolers to complete the Activity Page. 
 ʹ Guide children to sort the coins into the four empty bowls. 
 ʹ Spread the cards on the floor or table. Give clues about one card and 
let the children decide which picture you described. Name ways that 
people are helping others in the picture.
 ʹ Comment that people at church give and help others. When people 
bring offerings to church, they give to help others and to worship God. 
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Note that the people in the church at Antioch 
gave food and money to help the people in the church in Jerusalem. 
Examine the picture on the back of the Activity Page.
 ʹ Look at the missions pictures. Say that missionaries help people in 
Poland and all over the world tell about Jesus. Tell preschoolers that 
churches send parts of their offerings to help missionaries. (Puzzles)

PAINT WITH FORKS
 ʹ Help preschoolers put on smocks before painting. Guide them to press 
the forks into paint and then drag or press the forks on the plates to 
make designs. 
 ʹ Comment that the people in Judea did not have enough food. Retell the 
Bible story in your own words. Show the Teaching Picture and review 
the story with questions as the children paint.
 ʹ Say that people at church give and help others. 
 ʹ Name ways your church helps other people. If your church has a food 
pantry or other food ministry, consider taking a walk to see the storage 
or serving area. 
 ʹ Pray for your church’s ministry and the people who need food. (Art)

SHOP FOR FOOD
Set up a grocery store area.

 ʹ Invite the preschoolers to play out shopping for groceries. Lead boys 
and girls to pretend to buy food or work in the store, stocking and selling 
food items.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Galatians 5:13. Read the verse and point to the words. 
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Comment that the church in Antioch gave to 
help the people in Judea. 
 ʹ Talk about ways your church helps people in the community.
 ʹ Tell children that people in your church give food, money, and other 
items to help others. 
 ʹ Suggest that children pretend to buy foods to donate for hungry people. 
Place the “donated” foods in the larger box. (Dramatic Play)
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LIFE POINT People at church give and help others.

 › Pack Items 19, 25: “We 
Worship God Game,” 
“Where Is It?” 

 › Gift bag

 › Pack Item 14: “Weekly 
Verses”

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Bible, 10–12 vegetables 
and fruits, pillowcase or 
cloth grocery bag

 › Pack Item 20: “Book: 
People at Church”

 › Music

 › Books and puzzles 
showing churches, 
families, and foods; 
photograph of your 
church; church directory 
(if available)

 › Printables: “The Antioch 
Church Helped” 
Coloring Page

 › Bible, crayons, sticky 
note

 › Music

PLAY “WHERE IS IT?”
Place the small cards from the Where Is It game in the gift bag. Give each 
child or pair of children a gameboard.  

 ʹ Encourage children to pull an object card from the gift bag.
 ʹ Show the card to everyone and ask them to find a similar object on their 
gameboards. 
 ʹ Comment on the use of each object at church. Point out the offering 
plate or the coins. Say that people at church give and help others.
 ʹ Encourage the children to play We Worship God Game using the 
directions on the game. Lead children to match the pictures (end to end) 
using the colored frames as a guide.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Note how the Antioch church helped others. 
Say that your church helps others, too. (Games) 

FEEL AND GUESS
 ʹ Show all the vegetables and fruit. Talk about each one. Allow the boys 
and girls to feel each item.
 ʹ Place the items in the pillowcase or bag. Help the children take turns 
reaching into the bag without looking. Lead a child to feel a vegetable or 
fruit and guess what it is. Pull out the item.  
 ʹ Comment that the people in Judea needed food to eat. Say that the 
Antioch church gave to help the people in Judea. 
 ʹ Read the Bible verse together. (Nature)

READ BOOKS AND WORK PUZZLES
 ʹ Read the book People at Church together. Say that the church in Antioch 
helped other people. Talk about the Bible story.
 ʹ Say that people at church help others. Say that people at your church 
help others. Look at the church photograph or church directory as you 
talk about ways your church helps people in the community.
 ʹ Talk about the pictures in the books and on the puzzles.
 ʹ Sing “This Is Church” or other songs about church. (Books)

RECALL THE BIBLE STORY
 ʹ As children color the page, talk about the Bible story. Talk about how the 
Antioch church helped others.
 ʹ Help a child turn to Acts 11 and find the Bible story. Place a sticky note at 
the passage.
 ʹ Lead others to take turns opening the Bible to the marked Bible story.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “Don’t Worry” as the children clean up. Remind children of places to 
put away items they have used. Thank children for their help.
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PEOPLE

God allows me to make right and 
wrong choices.

In this second unit, preschoolers will focus on people in 

the Bible who made choices—both right and wrong. 

The Level of Biblical Learning in this unit is people. 

The main area where you will focus is that God gives 
people the ability to make choices. Those 

choices can either please God or displease God. 

As you teach this unit, utilize the various stories to help 

preschoolers understand that we all make choices. 

Remind preschoolers that the people in the Bible 

are not just characters—they were REAL people who 

walked this earth just like all of us. They were presented 

with the opportunity to make choices, and some chose 
to obey. 

We hope that the Levels of Biblical Learning can 

be an amazing tool as you introduce new concepts to 

preschoolers and continue laying a foundation for their 

relationships with Christ! 
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Writer: Becky Suggs teaches preschoolers at Biltmore Church in Asheville, NC.

Session 1

GIDEON OBEYED 
GOD

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
God allows me to 
make right and 
wrong choices.

Scripture Reference
Judges 6:11-40; 

7:1-22

Weekly  
Bible Verse

We will obey God.
Joshua 24:24

Unit Verse
We will obey God.

Joshua 24:24

Life Point
People can choose 

to obey God.

Suggested  
Week of Use

July 5

Session 2

ISAAC WAS KIND

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
God allows me to 
make right and 
wrong choices.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 26:12-33

Weekly  
Bible Verse
Do good to 
everyone.

Galatians 6:10

Unit Verse
We will obey God.

Joshua 24:24

Life Point
People can choose 
to get along with 

others.

Suggested  
Week of Use

July 12

Session 3

MARY SHOWED 
LOVE TO JESUS

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
God allows me to 
make right and 
wrong choices.

Scripture Reference
John 12:1-8

Weekly  
Bible Verse

I love You, Jesus.
John 21:17

Unit Verse
We will obey God.

Joshua 24:24

Life Point
People can choose 

to show love for 
Jesus.

Suggested  
Week of Use

July 19

Session 4

THE KIND MAN

Level of  
Biblical Learning
God allows me to 
make right and 
wrong choices.

Scripture Reference
Luke 10:25-37

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Love one another.
1 John 4:7

Unit Verse
We will obey God.

Joshua 24:24

Life Point
People can choose 

to help.

Suggested  
Week of Use

July 26

Unit 2. At a Glance

CHOICES
Making  
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LIFE POINT
People can 

choose to obey 
God.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Speed limits. Dress codes. Corporate policies. Manners. Homeowner 
associations. Elevator etiquette. Is it any wonder people get frustrated? It 
can sometimes seem like an unending stream of do’s and don’ts. Sometimes 
people, even Christians, view God and His commands as “fun busters.” As we 
grow and mature in our faith, we come to realize that God and His commands 
are not the “fun busters.” In fact, God is exactly the opposite. He created fun! 
We can listen to and obey God because His ways are perfect and good.

By listening to and obeying God, Gideon experienced firsthand God’s 
wisdom and power. When God called Gideon, he was threshing wheat in the 
wine press, hiding in fear, and avoiding the Midianites who were plundering 
the Israelites. An angel of the Lord spoke to Gideon, calling him a valiant 
warrior and assuring him that God was with him.

Gideon’s response is a classic reflection of the human heart—fearful. 
He thought he was the youngest, weakest, and least likely person to deliver 
Israel. When the angel gave him a sign and then disappeared, Gideon knew 
God sent this visitor and built an altar on that spot.

Fear and doubt still consumed Gideon. To make matters seem worse, 
Gideon listened and obeyed as God instructed him to reduce Israel’s army 
from 32,000 to 10,000 to 300. Then Gideon obeyed God and led the men 
into battle without a single weapon! Can you imagine going to battle with 
300 trumpet-blowing, torch-carrying men shouting at their enemies?

What are the stumbling blocks that hinder you from listening to and 
obeying God? Ask God to help you with those hindrances. 

GIDEON OBEYED GOD 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows me to make 
right and wrong choices.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Judges 6:11-40; 7:1-22

WEEKLY VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
July 5

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.26     U n i t  2 ,  S e s s i o n  1
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 › Pack Items 14, 28, 31, 
32, 33: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Unit 2 Poster,” “Number 
Cube,” “Bible Story 
Review,” “Unit 2 Verse 
Puzzles”

 › Teaching Picture 5

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, streamers (crepe 
paper or ribbon), 
scissors, tape

 › Place the Weekly Verse 
marker in a Bible. 
Assemble the Number 
Cube. Hang the Unit 2 
Poster near your group-
time area. Cut streamers 
into 24-inch pieces. Cut 
apart  the verse puzzle 
cards and hide in a 
designated area in the 
room.

GIDEON OBEYED GOD 
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Move to music. Distribute streamers to each child. Play “Making 
Decisions.” Invite preschoolers to move around the room waving their 
streamers as they listen to the song. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Ask preschoolers to name choices they have had 
to make today. These could include clothes to wear, what to eat for 
breakfast, what toys to play with, and so on. Say that people make 
choices every day and that people can choose to obey God. Open a 
Bible to Judges 6. Tell the Bible story. 

GIDEON OBEYED GOD
—Based on Judges 6:11-40; 7:1-22

A group of people called Midianites was causing trouble for the 
Israelite people. The Midianites would steal their crops. The Israelites 
prayed to God and asked Him for help. 

One day Gideon was working with the wheat. An angel appeared 
and said, “God is with you.” The angel told Gideon that God had 
chosen him to help save his people from the Midianites. Gideon said 
he was not strong or powerful, but the angel told Gideon that God 
would be with him.

God told Gideon what to do to choose men for his army. After 
obeying God, Gideon had 300 men. He gave each man a trumpet 
and a torch. The light of each torch was hidden by a clay pitcher that 
covered it. 

Gideon and his men surrounded the camp of the Midianites. It was 
late at night and very dark. Gideon and his men blew their trumpets 
and smashed their pitchers. They shouted. The Midianites in the 
camp were confused. They began to fight with one another and run 
away. Gideon and his men followed them and defeated them.

Gideon obeyed God and saved his people. 

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Display the Teaching Picture. Ask children to 
tell what they see. Choose a child to roll the Number Cube. Ask the 
corresponding numbered question on the Bible Story Review sheet. 
Allow time for responses. Give each child a chance to roll the cube and 
answer a question.
 ʹ Learn the Bible Verse. Open a Bible to Joshua 24:24. Read the verse 
and repeat it together. Guide boys and girls to look around the room for 
hidden verse puzzle cards. When the cards are found, lead children to 
put the cards in order using the number of shapes at the bottom of each 
card as a guide.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Point to the Unit Poster. Ask children to tell how Gideon 
made a right choice. Show the “Gideon Obeyed God” video. Pray, 
asking God to help boys and girls obey Him and make right choices.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Page 

 › Printables: “Torch 
Template”

 › Tissue paper squares 
(red, orange, yellow), 
glue sticks, crayons

 › Pack Item 14: “Weekly 
Verses”

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Bible, shallow pie pans 
of sand, copy paper, 
spray bottle with small 
amount of water, 
marker, magnetic letters 
(O, B, E, and Y)

 › Pack Item 35: “Book: I 
Can Make Choices”

 › Bible, other available 
books about God, 
flashlights

 › Teaching Picture 5

 › Printables: “Choices 
Cards”

 › 2 plastic hoops, masking 
tape, paper, markers

MAKE A TORCH
Print a Torch Template for each child. 

 ʹ Lead preschoolers to complete the Activity Page.  
 ʹ Briefly retell the Bible story, noting the items Gideon and his men used 
when they went to the camp of the Midianites (trumpets, torches, clay 
pitchers).
 ʹ Distribute a Torch Template to each child. Guide children to wad squares 
of tissue paper and glue them on the flame of the torch. 
 ʹ Remind preschoolers that Gideon and his army chose to obey God. 
Because they obeyed God, He helped them defeat the Midianite army. 
 ʹ Print the Bible verse on a child’s torch as she chooses. (Lead older 
preschoolers to print the words themselves.) (Art)

STAMP IN SAND
Place the Weekly Verse marker in a Bible. Print OBEY in large letters on a 
piece of paper to use as a guide. Post the Allergy Alert.

 ʹ Open a Bible to Joshua 24:24. Read the verse aloud. Invite preschoolers 
to repeat it together.
 ʹ Say that people can choose to obey God. Comment that Gideon obeyed 
God, even when he was afraid. Because Gideon obeyed, God helped 
him. Note that people today obey God, too.
 ʹ Encourage preschoolers to press letters in the sand to spell the word 
obey. Spray the sand lightly with water as needed.
 ʹ Remind preschoolers they can choose to obey God. (Nature)

READ WITH FLASHLIGHTS
 ʹ Guide preschoolers to explore and experiment with the flashlights. 
(Caution children not to shine flashlights in anyone’s face.) 
 ʹ Read I Can Make Choices to preschoolers. Comment that God allows us 
to make right and wrong choices. Talk about different choices children 
make each day.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Help a child turn to Judges 7 and shine a 
flashlight on Gideon’s name.
 ʹ Say that Gideon and his men chose to obey God. Say that people today 
can choose to obey God, too. (Books)

CHOOSE A HOOP
Place two plastic hoops on the floor. Make a smiling face out of tape in one 
hoop and a frowning face out of tape in the other hoop. Print and cut apart 
Choices Cards. 

 ʹ Tell preschoolers they can choose to obey God. 
 ʹ Guide a child to choose a card. Read the scenario on the card. If the 
card reveals a situation in which the person is choosing to obey, lead the 
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LIFE POINT People can choose to obey God.

 › Pack Item 34: 
“Gameboards” (motion)

 › Music

 › Bible, beanbag

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions”

 › Bible, large plastic 
interlocking blocks, 
permanent marker, 
scissors, masking tape

 › Printables: “Gideon 
Obeyed God” Coloring 
Page

 › Crayons

 › Music

child to hop to the smiling face hoop. If the card shows a situation where 
the person does not obey, hop to the frowning face hoop. Continue until 
all cards are read.
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture. Talk about how Gideon obeyed God. 
 ʹ Suggest children draw pictures of the Bible story or of people obeying 
God to place in the smiling hoop. (Games)

MOVE AROUND THE ROOM
Place the motion gameboard on the floor.  

 ʹ Open a Bible to Joshua 24:24. Read the Bible verse aloud. Say that 
people can choose to obey God. Remind preschoolers that Gideon 
chose to obey God’s instructions.
 ʹ Choose a child to toss a beanbag onto the gameboard. Play “Making 
Decisions” (or other music) as children move around the room using the 
motion where the beanbag lands. 
 ʹ Stop the music. Choose another child to toss a beanbag onto the 
gameboard and repeat the activity.
 ʹ Thank preschoolers for choosing to move using the motion rolled. 
 ʹ Say that God allows people to make right and wrong choices. (Music) 

BUILD A VERSE TOWER
Build a block tower using five blocks. Cut tape to the size of each block and 
place tape on the front of the blocks. Print one word (or the reference) of 
the Bible verse on the tape on each block: We will obey God. Joshua 24:24. 
Make a matching set of block words, using the same colors and sizes. Keep 
one set assembled and the other unassembled. 

 ʹ Assist a preschooler in locating Joshua 24:24 in a Bible. Read the verse. 
 ʹ Point to the completed block Bible verse tower. Read the words on the 
blocks. Guide children to assemble a matching tower. When complete, 
repeat the Bible verse.
 ʹ As children build towers or other structures, display the missions 
pictures. Talk about how Daniel has chosen to obey God and serve the 
Roma people. Pray for Daniel and his work. (Blocks)

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
 ʹ Review the Bible story as children color. Talk about how Gideon and his 
men obeyed God. Say the Weekly Verse together.
 ʹ Lead children to pantomime holding a torch and a trumpet. They can 
pretend to blow the trumpets, shine the torches, and shout together.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “Choose” as children clean up activities. Thank them for helping.
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LIFE POINT
People can 

choose to get 
along with 

others.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Well, well, well. Three. That’s the number of times Isaac showed kindness and 
relocated before he was able to rest from the aggravating and unkind acts of 
the Philistines. Isaac, God’s promised child to Abraham and Sarah, had grown 
up, married Rebekah, and started a family. God was fulfilling His promise to 
Abraham through Isaac. 

God continued to guide and protect Isaac and his family, just as He 
did with Abraham. Isaac became a very wealthy man. With his spreading 
fields and multiplying livestock, he was crowding out the nearby Philistines. 
Jealousy ensued, and they retaliated by stopping up all of Isaac’s wells with 
dirt. 

When Abimelech, the Philistine king, ordered Isaac to move away, Isaac 
left peacefully and found a new place to live in the Gerar Valley. Soon, 
an argument arose between his herdsmen and the herdsmen of his new 
neighbors, so Isaac left in search of another home. Again he dug a well, 
again an argument broke out, and again Isaac moved. Finally, Isaac and his 
family, along with his livestock, settled where no one opposed them. 

Throughout all of the vandalism to his property, the taking of his land, 
and the unkind actions toward him, Isaac remained a man of integrity and 
kindness. He made the choice to get along with those who made his life 
difficult. Isaac even went so far as to prepare a banquet and provide lodging 
for those who had been unkind to him over and over again. God’s constant 
provision and protection of Isaac convinced Abimelech to make a covenant 
of peace with him. 

Do you need to take a step toward reconciling a relationship? If someone 
comes to your mind, ask God to help you choose to get along with and be 
kind to this person.

How can you show the preschoolers in your group what it looks like to 
be kind to one another? What can you say and do to model how to get along 
with others?

ISAAC WAS KIND

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows me to make 
right and wrong choices.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 26:12-33

WEEKLY VERSE
Do good to everyone.  
Galatians 6:10

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
July 12

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.30     U n i t  2 ,  S e s s i o n  2
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 › Pack Items 14, 28, 
32: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Unit 2 Poster,” “Bible 
Story Review”

 › Teaching Picture 6

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, bottle of water,  
6 plastic hoops, 6 pieces 
of copy paper, marker, 
beanbag

 › Place the Weekly Verse 
marker in a Bible.

 › Place plastic hoops on 
the floor in a row. Print 
numbers 1–6 on copy 
paper, one number 
per page. Place one 
numbered paper in each 
hoop.

ISAAC WAS KIND
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Sing a song. Lead children to stand in a circle. Sing “Making Decisions” 
as boys and girls walk around in a circle. Open a Bible to Joshua 24:24. 
Read the verse. Point to the Unit 2 Poster as you say that children will 
learn about obeying God by choosing to get along with others. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Display a bottle of water. Comment that in Bible 
times (and even in some places today), people had to dig wells to get 
water. They did not have faucets in their homes or stores to buy water. 
Show the Teaching Picture and point out the men digging the well. Open 
a Bible to Genesis 26 and tell the Bible story.

ISAAC WAS KIND
—Based on Genesis 26:12-33

Isaac had lots of food. He also had many cows and sheep. He had so 
many animals and so much food that some people did not like him. 

One day some people put dirt in Isaac’s wells. Isaac could not get 
water for his animals or his family. So Isaac had to move. 

Isaac found a new place to live. Isaac’s helpers dug a new well. But 
the people who lived there said the water belonged to them. Isaac did 
not want the people and his helpers to argue.

Isaac’s helpers dug another well. Again, people said the water 
belonged to them. So Isaac moved one more time.

Isaac’s helpers dug another well. This time people did not argue 
with Isaac’s helpers. There was plenty of water for everyone. 

The king and his helpers came to see Isaac. The king said, “We 
know God has taken care of you. We don’t want to argue anymore. 
Let’s agree that we will be kind to each other.” 

Isaac was glad that he had chosen to be kind to people who were 
not kind to him. 

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Guide a child to toss a beanbag into one of the 
plastic hoops. Say the number in the hoop and ask the corresponding 
question on the Bible Story Review sheet. Continue until each child 
has a turn. Say that God allows me and you to make right and wrong 
choices. Isaac made the right choice even though his neighbors did not. 
Just like Isaac, people can choose to get along with others.
 ʹ Learn the Bible Verse. Open a Bible to the Weekly Verse marker. Say 
the Bible verse. Guide children to repeat the Bible verse while clapping 
a rhythm. Ask the children to tell how they could do good or get along 
with others at school or at home. Say that God will help people make 
right choices and get along with other people.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show the “Isaac Was Kind” video. Pray, asking God to help 
preschoolers get along with others. Offer opportunities for preschoolers 
to pray, too.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  3 s – P r e - K   31



SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Chenille craft stems, 
string, scissors, pony 
beads, crayons

 › Teaching Picture 6

 › Interlocking blocks or 
wooden blocks, blue 
tissue paper

 › Music

 › Drinking glasses, water, 
metal spoons

MAKE A NECKLACE
Cut chenille craft stems in half. Cut the string into lengths for necklaces. 

 ʹ Lead preschoolers to complete the Activity Page. 
 ʹ Say that in today’s Bible story, Isaac chose to show kindness to his 
neighbors, even when they were unkind to him. 
 ʹ Distribute a piece of chenille stem to each child. Assist boys and girls 
in bending the stem into a C shape. Lead them to lace beads onto the 
stem. Remind them to bend the ends to keep the beads on the stems.
 ʹ Say that the letter C begins the word choose. Say that God allows 
people to make right and wrong choices. The children can choose to do 
right or wrong things
 ʹ As a child completes her beads, help her tie a length of string to the top 
of the C, creating a necklace. If she chooses, the child can add more 
beads to the string before you tie the ends together and complete the 
necklace. 
 ʹ Comment that as preschoolers wear their necklaces, they can remember 
to choose to get along with others. (Art)

BUILD A WELL
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture as you review the Bible story with 
preschoolers. Remind them that Isaac had to dig several wells because 
his neighbors were unkind to him. Even though his neighbors did not 
make right choices at first, Isaac chose to get along with his neighbors. 
 ʹ Work together to build a well with blocks. Guide boys and girls to build a 
structure with an open space in the middle for water. 
 ʹ Suggest preschoolers place crumpled blue tissue paper in the center of 
the well as water.
 ʹ Say that people can choose to get along with others. Commend children 
as they get along and work together. (Blocks)

MAKE MUSIC WITH WATER
Fill glasses with different amounts of water. Place glasses on a table. 

 ʹ Demonstrate how to gently tap drinking glasses with spoons to make 
different sounds. Encourage preschoolers to make music as they work 
together to tap different glasses of water with spoons.
 ʹ Remind boys and girls that water played an important part in today’s 
Bible story. Say that Isaac and his family needed water so they dug a 
well. The neighbors were upset with him, so he had to dig new wells 
many times. Through it all, however, Isaac was kind to his neighbors.
 ʹ Comment that just like Isaac showed kindness to others around him, we 
can also choose to get along with others.
 ʹ Sing “Choose” as children tap the glasses. (Music)
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LIFE POINT People can choose to get along with others.

 › Bible, play town/city 
figures and figurines 
(houses, cars, people, 
animals, and so on), 
town carpet mat (if 
available)

 › Plastic tubs, water, 
bowls, scoops, cups, 
towel, plastic tablecloth

 › Pack Items 14, 29: 
“Weekly Verses,” 
“Kindness Matching 
Cards”

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions”

 › Bible

 › Pack Item 30: “People 
Puzzles”

 › Printables: “Isaac Was 
Kind” Coloring Page

 › Watercolor paints, 
paintbrushes, small cups 
of water, scissors

USE PEOPLE FIGURES AND A TOWN MAT
 ʹ Open a Bible to Galatians 6:10. Read the Bible verse. Ask preschoolers 
to tell different ways they can do good to everyone.
 ʹ Engage in pretend play with people in a city. Invite boys and girls to use 
the people to play out different ways they can be good neighbors where 
they live.
 ʹ Say that God allows me to make right and wrong choices. Comment 
that every day, preschoolers can choose to be good neighbors to those 
around them. They can make right choices.
 ʹ Talk about how Isaac made right choices. (Dramatic Play) 

MOVE WATER
Cover a table with a plastic tablecloth. Place tubs with water on the table. 

 ʹ Lead preschoolers to carefully play with the water, scooping and pouring 
it into different cups in the plastic tub. 
 ʹ Ask preschoolers to retell the Bible story. Mention that in order for 
people to get water in Bible times, they had to get it from a well. 
 ʹ Say that Isaac and his family had to dig several wells because their 
neighbors were unkind to them. 
 ʹ Comment that even though Isaac’s neighbors were unkind, Isaac chose 
to be kind. He made a choice to get along with others. (Nature)

PLAY A GAME
Place the Weekly Verse marker in a Bible. Separate Kindness Matching 
Cards. Place the cards facedown on a table or the floor. 

 ʹ Play a matching game. Invite one child to choose two cards. If the 
cards match, talk about the way the people in the picture are showing 
kindness. If they do not match, place them back on the table facedown. 
Continue until all cards are matched. 
 ʹ Look at the missions pictures. Tell about the Roma people and how 
missionaries work to get along with the Roma and tell about Jesus. 
 ʹ Invite a child to open the Bible to the marker. Read the verse. (Games)

PAINT AND ASSEMBLE PUZZLES
 ʹ Invite preschoolers to paint the coloring pages. 
 ʹ When children complete their paintings, assemble the puzzles. 
 ʹ Say that people can choose to get along with others. 
 ʹ Point out the different people in the puzzles. Mention that we can be 
kind to all kinds of people.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Guide preschoolers to work together to clean up their activities. Thank 
them for choosing to work together and obey instructions.
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LIFE POINT
People can 

choose to show 
love for Jesus.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Manicures and pedicures are specialized services where a professional 
cleanses your hands and feet, soothes your skin with scented oils and 
lotions, and files and paints your nails. Some people reserve manicures and 
pedicures for special occasions, such as weddings, anniversaries, vacations, 
or birthday parties. 

Although it was not Jesus’ birthday, Mary poured oil on Jesus’ feet and 
wiped them with her hair. So what was the special occasion? Nothing less 
than her humble devotion to and love for Jesus. Mary portrayed a lowly 
servant, stooping to clean the feet of a guest. She spared no expense by 
using a fragrant oil, which cost a year’s wages and was typically used to 
anoint someone important or used at funerals. 

Immediately, the house filled with the fragrance. No one could miss what 
had happened, especially Judas Iscariot. His quick condemnation earned a 
sharp rebuke from Jesus who commanded him to leave Mary alone. Jesus 
also alluded to His upcoming death when He gave His approval of Mary’s 
action. Mary anointed Jesus because He was important to her, but without 
realizing it she prepared Him for burial. Not only was it customary to anoint 
someone important in those days, but people spent large sums of money on 
funerals. The costly perfumes helped to conceal the smell of decay.

Mary focused on what was most important—Jesus—while Judas focused 
on what was important to him—money. Jesus knew both of their motives. 
He knew Mary loved Him, and He knew Judas loved money. Jesus accepted 
Mary’s honoring and loving actions but rejected Judas’ deception and 
disrespect. 

Jesus knows everyone’s motives. How do your motives show your love 
and honor for Jesus? 

MARY SHOWED LOVE TO JESUS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows me to make 
right and wrong choices.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
John 12:1-8

WEEKLY VERSE
I love You, Jesus.  
John 21:17

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
July 19

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.34     U n i t  2 ,  S e s s i o n  3
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 › Pack Items 14, 28, 31, 
32, 34: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Unit 2 Poster,” “Number 
Cube,” “Bible Story 
Review,” “Gameboards” 

 › Teaching Picture 7

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, jar of perfume, 
beanbag

 › Place the Weekly Verse 
marker in a Bible. Lay 
the motion gameboard 
on the floor.

MARY SHOWED LOVE TO JESUS
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Move to music. Toss a beanbag onto the gameboard. Invite children to 
move around using the motion the beanbag lands on while listening to 
“Choose.” Stop the music. Guide preschoolers to freeze. Choose a child 
to toss the beanbag again. Repeat the activity.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Display a jar of perfume. Share that inside the bottle 
is something with a beautiful smell. Ask preschoolers to name things 
they think smell beautiful. Open a Bible to John 12 and tell the Bible 
story in your own words.

MARY SHOWED LOVE TO JESUS
—Based on John 12:1-8

Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem with His special helpers. On the 
way, Jesus stopped in the town of Bethany to see His friends Mary, 
Martha, and Lazarus. They gave a dinner for Jesus and His helpers. 
The people gathered around the table. Martha served the food.

Mary took an expensive bottle of perfume and poured it on Jesus’ 
feet. She wiped His feet with her hair. The beautiful scent of the 
perfume filled the entire house. 

One of Jesus’ special helpers was not happy about what Mary had 
done. “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to poor 
people?” he asked.

Jesus said, “Leave Mary alone.” Jesus knew that pouring the 
perfume on His feet was Mary’s way of saying, “I love You, Jesus.” 
Mary had done something to show Jesus how much she loved Him. 
That made Jesus happy.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Display the Teaching Picture as you review 
the Bible story. Roll the Number Cube and ask the Bible Story Review 
question corresponding to the number rolled. Allow children to answer 
the question. Continue rolling the cube until all questions are answered. 
 ʹ Learn the Bible Verse. Open a Bible to John 21:17. Use the following 
motions to teach the verse: I (point to yourself) love (cross arms over 
chest) You (point to sky), Jesus (tap palm of one hand with middle finger 
of other hand and then repeat using opposite hand). Repeat the verse 
and motions slowly a few times.
 ʹ Review the Life Point. Say that people can choose to show love for 
Jesus. Ask preschoolers to name ways they can show love for Jesus. 
As you point to the Unit Poster, mention that God allows the children to 
make right and wrong choices. Sing “Making Decisions.”
 ʹ Wrap it up. Open a Bible to Joshua 24:24. Read the verse. Remind 
preschoolers that choosing to show love for Jesus is a way to obey God. 
Show the “Mary Showed Love to Jesus” video. Pray, asking God to help 
preschoolers show love for Jesus in their words and actions.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Printables: “Door 
Hanger”

 › Bible, scissors, 
crayons, foam stickers, 
heavyweight paper

 › Pack Item 29: “Kindness 
Matching Cards”

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions”

 › Beanbag

 › Teaching Picture 7

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Small baby food jars or 
spice jars, cotton balls, 
fragrant oils or perfume 
(peppermint, lavender, 
orange), other items with 
distinct smells (lemons, 
cinnamon, and so on)

 › Pack Item 35: “Book: I 
Can Make Choices”

 › Assorted illustrated 
Bibles, children’s books, 
Bible storybooks

MAKE A DOOR HANGER
Print on heavyweight paper one Door Hanger per child. Cut them out.

 ʹ Lead preschoolers in completing the Activity Page.
 ʹ Distribute a Door Hanger to each child. Encourage children to decorate 
their door hangers with crayons and foam stickers. Display how to hang 
a door hanger on a door knob.
 ʹ Talk about how Mary showed love for Jesus.
 ʹ Open a Bible to John 21:17. Read the verse aloud to preschoolers.
 ʹ Say that when children see the hangers on their doors at home, they can 
be reminded to show love for Jesus. (Art)

TOSS AND TALK
Lay matching cards faceup on the floor. 

 ʹ Invite a child to toss a beanbag onto one of the cards. Ask the children 
what is happening in the picture. Talk about how the person is kind. 
 ʹ Choose another child to toss a beanbag onto a card and repeat activity.
 ʹ Tell preschoolers what kind and loving thing Mary did for Jesus. Say that 
people today can choose to show love for Jesus, too.
 ʹ Display the missions pictures. Talk about Daniel. Say that Daniel shows 
love by telling others about Jesus.
 ʹ Ask preschoolers to name ways they can show love for Jesus. 
 ʹ Say that God allows me to make right and wrong choices. Showing love 
for Jesus is always the right choice. (Games)

EXPLORE SCENTS   
Prepare smelling jars by either placing an object or a cotton ball with drops 
of fragrant oils at the bottom of each jar. Post the Allergy Alert.

 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture. Say that Mary poured an expensive bottle 
of perfume on Jesus’ feet. There was a beautiful scent in the room.
 ʹ Explore different scents with preschoolers. Invite them to smell one jar at 
a time. See if they can guess the scent.
 ʹ Comment that Mary showed love to Jesus as she poured the perfume 
on His feet. We can also show love for Jesus in different ways. 
 ʹ Ask preschoolers to share one example of how their family could show 
love for Jesus this week. (Nature) 

LOOK THROUGH BOOKS
Display the books on a table or the floor. 

 ʹ Gather preschoolers around the books. 
 ʹ Say that in today’s Bible story, Mary showed love to Jesus. Review the 
Bible story with preschoolers.
 ʹ Say that people can show love for Jesus today.
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LIFE POINT People can choose to show love for Jesus.

 › Play kitchen/food items, 
plastic serving ware and 
utensils

 › Pack Items 14, 33: 
“Weekly Verses,” “Unit 2 
Verse Puzzles” 

 › Bible, construction 
paper, marker, scissors

 › Printables: “Mary 
Showed Love to Jesus” 
Coloring Page

 › Music

 › Crayons

 › Music

 ʹ Read I Can Make Choices to preschoolers. Remind them that showing 
love for Jesus is a right choice they can make.
 ʹ Look through the books to find pictures of people showing love. These 
could include Bible story pictures or pictures of modern-day people 
showing love.
 ʹ Talk about various ways preschoolers can show love for Jesus. (Books)

PREPARE A MEAL
 ʹ Tell preschoolers that in today’s Bible story, Jesus and His friends 
traveled to the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. While there, they had 
a meal. During the meal, Mary poured perfume on Jesus’ feet and wiped 
His feet with her hair.
 ʹ Invite preschoolers to work together to prepare a pretend meal for their 
friends. 
 ʹ Comment that Martha showed love to Jesus by preparing and serving 
the meal. Mary showed love to Jesus by pouring perfume on His feet. 
 ʹ Talk about ways people show love for Jesus today. (Dramatic Play)

ASSEMBLE PUZZLES
Print today’s Bible verse on multiple pieces of paper and cut each paper 
into five or six puzzle pieces. Lay pieces of all puzzles on a table or the 
floor. Place markers in the Bible at Joshua 24:24 and John 21:17.

 ʹ Encourage children to work together to assemble the puzzles.  
 ʹ Assist a child in opening the Bible to the two verse markers. Read the 
verses aloud.
 ʹ Remind preschoolers they make choices each day. God wants us to 
choose to obey Him and to choose to show love for Jesus.
 ʹ Guide older preschoolers to make their own verse puzzles by printing 
the words on paper and cutting the paper into pieces. (Puzzles)

COLOR AND SING
 ʹ Lead boys and girls to color the coloring page. As they color, review the 
Bible story. Remind preschoolers that Mary showed love to Jesus. Share 
that people can show love for Jesus, too. 
 ʹ Play “Making Decisions” as children complete their coloring pages. Sing 
along together. Say that singing praises to Jesus is one way we can 
show love for Him.
 ʹ Sing “Jesus Loves Me No Matter What.” 

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Lead preschoolers to clean up their activities as they listen to 
instrumental music. Thank them for doing what you asked them to do.
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LIFE POINT
People can choose 

to help.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Ask an older preschooler to name a Bible friend who was kind, and he will 
likely name Jesus. He also may mention the good Samaritan who helped the 
hurt man, Ruth who took care of Naomi, Isaac who chose to not fight over 
wells, and so many others. Kudos for all those answers because the Bible 
gives many examples of people being kind and helpful. 

But, yes, Jesus is the perfect example of kindness. Jesus was kind to 
many people and helped countless persons in need. Not only did Jesus 
show kindness, but He spoke about how to be kind. By telling a parable of 
the good Samaritan, Jesus taught an expert in the law about being kind and 
helpful. 

Several times in the parable Jesus contrasted unkindness with kindness. 
First, He told how an innocent man was hurt by a band of robbers. Notice in 
Jesus’ story that He does not reveal anything about the hurt man’s identity. 
Jesus does not mention the man’s height, skin color, trade, or anything 
except that the man was walking on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

As Jesus continues His story, He reveals the identity of the first two men 
who walk by, the priest and the Levite. By mentioning men whose main goal 
is to minister to those in need, Jesus draws the lawyer’s attention to what 
the expected reactions of these two men should be. Both the priest and the 
Levite should have helped the man in need, but neither did. 

Then Jesus shocked the lawyer by naming the unlikeliest passerby 
who stopped to help—a Samaritan. The relationship between Jews 
and Samaritans was one of intense prejudice. This Samaritan man who 
represented all that Jewish people despised was the one who showed 
compassion and gave immediate assistance to the hurt man. But Jesus did 
not stop there. He added that the Samaritan did even more to help the hurt 
man by funding his recovery with two days’ wage at an inn and promising to 
reimburse any extra treatments required. 

Do you view all people the same, or do you give preferential treatment 
to some while others are all but ignored? Ask God to reveal to you any 
prejudice and remove it so you can be more like Jesus.

How can you provide practical opportunities for preschoolers to be kind 
helpers, especially to people in need?

THE KIND MAN

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows me to make 
right and wrong choices.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Luke 10:25-37

WEEKLY VERSE
Love one another.  
1 John 4:7

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
July 26
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 › Pack Items 14, 28, 29, 32: 
“Weekly Verses,” “Unit 
2 Poster,” “Kindness 
Matching Cards” (one set 
of pictures), “Bible Story 
Review” 

 › Teaching Picture 8

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, basket, 6 index 
cards, marker, first aid 
supplies (self-adhesive 
bandages, elastic 
bandage, gauze)

 › Place the Weekly Verse 
marker in a Bible.

 › Print numbers 1–6 on 
index cards, one number 
per card. Place the cards 
in a basket.

THE KIND MAN
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Sing a song. Sing “Making Decisions.”
 ʹ Learn the Life Point. Share that people can choose to help others. 
Show the Kindness Matching Cards. Ask preschoolers to describe how 
people are helping others in each picture. Point to the Unit 2 Poster 
and comment that God allows people to make right and wrong choices. 
Choosing to help others is a right choice. 
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Share that today’s Bible story is about a man who 
chose to help. Show preschoolers first aid supplies. Demonstrate how to 
wrap an elastic bandage around your arm. Open a Bible to Luke 10. Hold 
the Bible open as you tell the Bible story.

THE KIND MAN
—Based on Luke 10:25-37

Jesus told a man to love God and his neighbor. The man asked, “Who 
is my neighbor?” Jesus told a story to answer him.

“A man was walking down the road. Some robbers hurt the man 
and took everything he had. They left him lying beside the road.

“A man came down the road and saw the hurt man. He did not stop 
to help. He moved to the other side of the road and kept walking. 
Another man came down the road. He did not stop to help the hurt 
man either.

“A man from Samaria came down the road. He saw the hurt man. 
The Samaritan took care of the man. He put bandages on him. He 
placed the hurt man on his donkey and took him to an inn. He took 
care of the hurt man. The next day the kind man gave the owner of 
the inn money to take care of the hurt man until he was well again.” 

Jesus asked, “Which of the three men treated the hurt man like a 
neighbor?” 

The man said, “The one who helped the hurt man.” 
Jesus said, “Go and help others like the kind man did.”

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Display Teaching Picture. Ask a child to select a 
number from the basket. Ask the Bible Story Review question that goes 
with the number drawn. Continue until all questions are answered.
 ʹ Talk about the Life Point. Say that people can choose to help. Ask boys 
and girls to name times or ways they could help others. Pray, asking God 
to help preschoolers choose to help others.
 ʹ Learn the Bible Verse. Open a Bible to 1 John 4:7. Say the verse and ask 
preschoolers to repeat it together. Give each child the opportunity to 
open the Bible to the verse marker and say the verse aloud.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Open a Bible to Joshua 24:24. Say and repeat the Unit Verse 
together. Mention that helping others is a way to obey God. Show “The 
Kind Man” video. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Item 14: “Weekly 
Verses” 

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Bible, heavyweight 
paper, hole punch, 
yarn, scissors, markers, 
crayons

 › Baby dolls, toy medical 
kit, baby blankets, other 
baby-care items

 › Teaching Picture 8

 › Plastic bin, pom-poms 
(or other sensory bin 
filler), self-adhesive 
bandages, small pieces 
of gauze, cotton swabs, 
plastic tweezers

 › Pack Item 34: 
“Gameboards” 

 › Printables: “Choices 
Cards”

 › Buttons (different colors 
to use as game pieces)

MAKE A CLASS QUILT
Punch holes in four corners of heavyweight paper, one sheet per child. Cut 
yarn into 3-inch pieces. Print today’s Bible verse in large letters on a piece 
of paper.

 ʹ Lead boys and girls to complete an Activity Page.
 ʹ Distribute a piece of paper to each child. Trace each child’s hands on 
the paper. Print the child’s name under her handprint. Allow children to 
decorate their hands with crayons.
 ʹ Say that people can choose to help. Ask the children to tell ways they 
could use their hands to help others.
 ʹ Tie the corners of the completed papers together with yarn to make a 
quilt. Include the Bible verse, as well. Hang the quilt on the wall as a 
reminder that people can choose to help.
 ʹ Open a Bible to 1 John 4:7. Read the verse aloud. (Art)

TAKE CARE OF BABIES
 ʹ Encourage boys and girls to take care of babies. Pretend babies are sick 
and need care, babies are hungry and need to be fed, and babies are 
tired and need to be put to bed.
 ʹ Mention that the Samaritan man in today’s Bible story showed great 
kindness by helping the hurt man. 
 ʹ Talk about ways that preschoolers can choose to help. (Dramatic Play)

FIND THE OBJECTS
Fill a plastic bin with pom-poms. Hide self-adhesive bandages, gauze, and 
cotton swabs in the bin.

 ʹ Lead preschoolers to play in the sensory bin, looking for hidden first aid 
items using plastic tweezers. 
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture. Review the Bible story, highlighting how 
the Samaritan man helped the hurt man by bandaging his wounds and 
taking him to a nearby inn.
 ʹ Note that the kind man chose to help. Say that people can choose to 
help. Add that God allows people to make right and wrong choices. 
Choosing to help is the right choice. (Nature) 

PLAY A GAME
Print and cut apart the Choices Cards. Place in a stack facedown on the 
Gameboard.

 ʹ Share that God allows me to make right and wrong choices. Comment 
that we have many choices we can make, but God is pleased when we 
make right choices that obey Him.
 ʹ Distribute buttons to use as game pieces. Place each game piece at the 
“start” square. 
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LIFE POINT People can choose to help.

 › Pack Item 30: “People 
Puzzles”

 › Self-adhesive magnets, 
cookie sheets

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions”

 › Music

 › Bible, heart stickers, 
markers, glue sticks, 
large piece of paper

 › Pack Item 29: “Kindness 
Matching Cards”

 › Printables: “The Kind 
Man” Coloring Page

 › Crayons

 › Music

 ʹ Instruct the first player to choose a card. Read the card. If the scenario 
on the card describes a right choice, guide the child to move ahead 
three spaces. If it describes a wrong choice, the child must stay in the 
same place. 
 ʹ Continue playing until children have a chance to move around the 
gameboard to the finish line. Reuse the cards as needed.
 ʹ Option for younger preschoolers: Use a number cube to move through 
the gameboard. Talk about choices as the children play. (Games)

ASSEMBLE PUZZLES
Attach a magnet to the back of each People Puzzle piece.

 ʹ Invite preschoolers to assemble the magnetic puzzles on cookie sheets. 
 ʹ Comment that in today’s Bible story, a Samaritan man showed kindness 
to a hurt man. Just like the man showed kindness by helping the hurt 
man, God wants us to help others, too.
 ʹ Comment that people can choose to help. Regardless of what the 
person looks like or where he is from, we should always choose to help. 
 ʹ Remind children that we can choose to help people just like the ones on 
the puzzles. (Puzzles)

MAKE A MURAL
Print Love One Another on a large piece of paper. 

 ʹ Open a Bible to 1 John 4:7. Read the verse and repeat it together.
 ʹ Play and sing “Love and Help” as you assist children in gluing the 
missions pictures to the large piece of paper. 
 ʹ Say that Daniel and other missionaries traveled to Romania to help the 
Roma people know about Jesus and His love.
 ʹ Invite the preschoolers to use heart stickers and markers to decorate 
around the pictures and verse.
 ʹ Say that people can choose to help, just like the Samaritan man helped 
the hurt man. (Music)

COLOR THE PICTURE
 ʹ Lead preschoolers to color the coloring page. Review the Bible story as 
children color.
 ʹ When boys and girls complete their pages, play a matching game with 
the Kindness Matching Cards. If two cards match, talk about how the 
picture shows people helping others. 
 ʹ Say that preschoolers can choose to help. (Art)

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “Making Decisions” as children clean up assigned activity areas. 
Thank preschoolers for choosing to help by cleaning up the room.
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God created the world in six days 
and rested on the seventh.

God made people different from 
the other things He made.

God has people to care for His 
creation.

As we wrap up this summer, we pray that the Levels 

of Biblical Learning have helped you share God’s 
truth with the individual age groups you teach. So 

far, preschoolers have learned about the church and 

people. Throughout this unit, they will discover God’s 

work through creation and family. In the first half, 

focus on the miracle of creation: how God created 
the WORLD and PEOPLE from absolutely 

nothing. In the second half, help preschoolers understand 

that God’s design included FAMILIES. 
As you consider how to teach about family, 

remember that even preschoolers are learning 
lots of different ideas of what families can look 
like. We want to focus on sharing God’s original design 

so that they can know the difference. Be sure not to 

shame any kind of family as you share. Preschoolers may 

be raised by grandparents or single parents or any other 

variation. We want to show love to ALL families 
while remembering that God meant for families to exist as 

mother, father, and children.  

CREATION
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Writer: Karen Prickett teaches preschoolers at Riddles Bend Baptist Church in Rainbow City, AL. 

BEGINNING
In the

Session 1

GOD CREATED 
THE WORLD 

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
God created the 
world in six days 
and rested on the 

seventh.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 1:1-19

Weekly  
Bible Verse

In the beginning, 
God made the 

world. 
Genesis 1:1

Unit Verse
I am wonderfully 

made.
Psalm 139:14

Life Point
God made the 

world.

Suggested  
Week of Use

August 2

Session 2

GOD CREATED 
ANIMALS

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
God created the 
world in six days 
and rested on the 

seventh.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 1:20-25,

30-31

Weekly  
Bible Verse

God saw everything 
He had made, and it 

was very good.
Genesis 1:31

Unit Verse
I am wonderfully 

made.
Psalm 139:14

Life Point
God made animals.

Suggested  
Week of Use

August 9

Session 3

GOD CREATED 
PEOPLE

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
God made people 
different from the 
other things He 

made.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 2:4-24

Weekly  
Bible Verse

I am wonderfully 
made.

Psalm 139:14

Unit Verse
I am wonderfully 

made.
Psalm 139:14

Life Point
God made people.

Suggested  
Week of Use
August 16

Session 4

GOD PLANNED 
FOR FAMILIES 

Level of  
Biblical Learning

God has people to 
care for His creation.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 1:27-28; 

3:20; 4:1-2

Weekly  
Bible Verse

God made man and 
woman.

Genesis 1:27

Unit Verse
I am wonderfully 

made.
Psalm 139:14

Life Point
God planned for 

families to care for 
His world.

Suggested  
Week of Use
August 23

Session 5

JOSEPH LOVED 
HIS BROTHERS

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
God made people 
different from the 
other things He 

made.

Scripture Reference
Genesis 37; 

42:1-8,25-26; 
43:1-2,15-17; 45:1-14; 
46:28-34; 50:15-21

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Be kind to one 
another.

Ephesians 4:32

Unit Verse
I am wonderfully 

made.
Psalm 139:14

Life Point
God wants people to 
choose to show love.

Suggested  
Week of Use
August 30

Unit 3. At a Glance
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LIFE POINT
God made the 

world.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

From deep-sea diving to mountain climbing and from bird-watching to 
stargazing, there is no end to discovering and experiencing the world in 
which we live. Oceans are vastly different from mountaintops and so are the 
animals that inhabit them. There are thousands of bird species, but there are 
billions upon billions of stars! 

Genesis 1–2 tells how everything happened. The very first verse of the 
Bible declares that God created heaven and earth—the entire universe. The 
verses that follow go into more detail about the Creator’s amazing act of 
making something out of absolutely nothing. 

The original Hebrew words for formless and empty are tohu and bohu 
(tohubohu or tohu wa-bohu) and have a similar sound when read aloud. The 
wordplay helps us understand the nothingness from which God brought the 
universe. Translated, together the words indicate that the earth had no form 
or shape and that there was nothing on it.  

God’s spoken words created light on the first day and the sky on the 
second. On the third day God spoke, and the water receded and formed 
seas with the resulting land bringing forth vegetation. God set the sun, 
moon, and stars in place on day four. 

For the ancient Hebrews, there was no wondering about God’s creative 
process. They accepted God and His acts, all of them, at “faith value.” Their 
unwavering belief in God gave no room for speculation. How easily are you 
able to believe in God’s omnipotence to create ex nihilo, out of nothing?

How can you help the preschoolers in your group understand that God 
is the only One who could do what He did? It is vitally important to prepare 
children now for a later time when they will need to refute nonbiblical 
accounts of creation.

GOD CREATED THE WORLD 

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created the world in 
six days and rested on the 
seventh.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 1:1-19

WEEKLY VERSE
In the beginning, God 
made the world. Genesis 1:1

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
August 2

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.44     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  1
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 › Pack Items 14, 36, 
37: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Creation Poster,” “Days 
of Creation (Days 1–4)” 

 › Printables: “Genesis 1:1 
Puzzle”

 › Teaching Picture 9

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, flashlight, painters 
tape

 › Cut out the Days of 
Creation. Place a piece 
of rolled tape onto the 
back side of days 1–4. 
Print and cut apart the 
Genesis 1:1 Puzzle. Place 
each piece of the puzzle 
between different pages 
of the Bible.

GOD CREATED THE WORLD 
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Move to music. Play “Everything in the Universe.” Invite preschoolers to 
move to the music.
 ʹ Say the Weekly Verse. Gather children to sit in a circle. Play “Peace and 
Quiet” and pass the Bible around the circle. Randomly pause the music. 
The child holding the Bible should locate a puzzle piece and place 
it in the center of the circle. Continue until all pieces are found. Help 
preschoolers to put together the puzzle. Point to each word as you say 
the verse aloud. Lead preschoolers to repeat the verse after you in short 
phrases. Open the Bible and show the verse to preschoolers.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Display the Creation Poster. Explain that for the 
next several weeks boys and girls will be learning about the things God 
made. Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Tell the Bible story in your own 
words. Attach each of the days 1–4 pictures onto the poster.

GOD CREATED THE WORLD
—Based on Genesis 1:1-19

In the beginning, God created the world. Water covered the earth, 
and there was no light.

God said, “Let there be light!” Suddenly the light began to shine. 
Now there was both light and darkness. God called the light day and 
darkness night. This was the first day.

On the second day, God created a huge space above the earth. He 
called the huge space sky.

On day three, God made dry land. He gathered water into oceans, 
rivers, and lakes. God made plants and trees to grow on the earth. He 
created the plants and trees so that each kind of plant would have its 
own seed. Some of the trees grew fruit. 

Then God said, “Let there be lights in the sky to separate day from 
night.” He made the sun to shine during the day and the moon and 
stars to shine at night. This was the fourth day.

God saw that all He had created was good.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Display the Teaching Picture. Lead children to 
recall the first thing God created when He made the world (light). Turn 
on the flashlight. Invite children to take turns shining the flashlight on the 
poster as they recall what God created on the first four days.
 ʹ Pray together. Lead the preschoolers to pray in a litany. Thank God for 
something He made and lead preschoolers to say “God made the world” 
after your statement. Example: “Thank You, God, for day and night. God 
made the world. Thank You, God, for trees. God made the world. Thank 
You, God, for the moon. God made the world.” 
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show the “God Created the World” video. Play “The 
Beginning.” Lead children to sing along.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Items 36, 37: 
“Creation Poster,” “Days 
of Creation (Days 1–4)” 

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Bible, paper squares, star 
stickers, flower stickers, 
fruit stickers, small 
branches (one per child) 
or 18-inch dowels, yarn 
or string, tape, child-size 
scissors, crayons

Note: Post an “Allergy 
Alert” (Printables) if 
using branches.

 › Pack Items 38, 39: 
“Creation Race,” “Game 
Cube”

 › Bible, 4 game pieces or 
small toys, puzzles about 
creation and nature

 › Teaching Picture 9

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Leaves, pine cones, 
apples, oranges, acorns, 
twigs or sticks, other 
items that grow on trees, 
magnifying glasses, 
pencils, paper 

MAKE A CREATION MOBILE 
Cut yarn into various lengths for each mobile. 

 ʹ Guide children to complete the Activity Page using the Creation Poster 
as a guide. 
 ʹ Invite boys and girls to make mobiles. They can stick stickers to the 
squares of paper or draw pictures of flowers, trees, the sun, and the 
moon on paper squares. 
 ʹ Allow each child to make as many squares as she chooses.
 ʹ Help a child tape each of her squares to the end of a piece of yarn. 
 ʹ Assist preschoolers in tying the pieces of yarn to their sticks to create 
their creation mobiles.
 ʹ Open your Bible. Read Genesis 1:1. 
 ʹ Comment that God made the world. Talk about the Bible story as 
preschoolers work. (Art) 

PLAY A GAME 
Prepare the cube.

 ʹ Invite a few preschoolers to play the Creation Race board game. Explain 
that everyone will start on the 1 space. Children will take turns rolling the 
cube and moving the number of spaces shown forward or backward. 
The object of the game is to reach the Day 7 circle in the center.
 ʹ As preschoolers play the game or work puzzles, remind them of the 
things God created on each of the first four days of creation.
 ʹ Use the puzzles and game to talk about the Bible story. Say that all God 
made was good.
 ʹ Help a child open the Bible to Genesis 1 and find the Bible story. 
 ʹ Say that God made the world in six days and rested on the seventh.
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for making a beautiful world. (Puzzles)

EXPLORE TREE ITEMS
Arrange items on a table or trays on the floor. List nature items you have on 
the Allergy Alert and post it near the door for parents to see.

 ʹ Invite the children to explore the various items. They can use the 
magnifying glasses to examine the items closely. They can draw or write 
their observations on paper. 
 ʹ Ask the children to think about what the items have in common. Listen 
as they express their ideas. Tell the preschoolers that all these items can 
be found on different trees.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Look at the Teaching Picture. Remark that 
God made the world just by speaking.
 ʹ Say today’s Bible verse. Lead the children to repeat it after you.
 ʹ Encourage preschoolers to name other plants God made. (Nature)
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LIFE POINT God made the world.

 › Pack Item 14: “Weekly 
Verses”

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Bible, real or artificial 
flowers and greenery, 
plastic vases or cups, 
floral marbles

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Bible, blocks, leaves, 
sticks, stones

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions,” “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Music

 › Bible, plastic water 
bottles, sand, funnels, 
tape

 › Printables: “God Created 
the World” Coloring Page

 › Picture books about 
creation and nature, 
children’s nature 
magazines, crayons

 › Music

ARRANGE FLOWERS
Post the Allergy Alert if using real flowers. Mark the verse in the Bible.

 ʹ Invite preschoolers to place floral marbles and arrange flowers in the 
various vases and cups. (Supervise closely the use of the marbles.)
 ʹ Encourage children to recall things God created (plants, trees, flowers, 
vegetables, fruit).
 ʹ Open the Bible to the Weekly Verse. Read the verse aloud. Lead 
children to say the verse along with you. (Dramatic Play) 

BUILD WITH NATURE ITEMS
Post the Allergy Alert.

 ʹ Encourage preschoolers to build and to incorporate the nature items into 
their structures.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Genesis 1. Recall things God created on the first four 
days of creation.
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for allowing us to live in such a beautiful world.
 ʹ Challenge preschoolers to arrange blocks to make designs of objects 
from creation (sun, tree, flower). (Blocks)

PLAY SAND SHAKERS
Post the Allergy Alert.

 ʹ Using the funnels, assist the children in pouring 2 inches of sand into the 
plastic bottles. Seal the lids with tape. 
 ʹ Play “The Beginning.” Lead the preschoolers to shake their shakers as 
they listen to or sing the song. 
 ʹ Remark that God made the sand. Talk about other things that God made 
in the world. 
 ʹ Display the missions pictures. Tell the boys and girls that Sally helps 
children in Mozambique learn about God and Jesus. Sally tells Bible 
stories like the story about God’s creation. 
 ʹ Open the Bible to Genesis 1 and point to the Bible story. (Music)

EXPLORE CREATION BOOKS
 ʹ Invite preschoolers to color the coloring page. Remark that God created 
the world in six days and rested on the seventh.
 ʹ Encourage boys and girls to explore the books and talk about God’s 
creation.
 ʹ Pray, thanking God for making the world. 

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “Peace and Quiet” as you lead children to clean the room. 
Challenge preschoolers to clean up everything before the song ends. 
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LIFE POINT
God made 
animals.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Have you ever heard of Mico munduruku? This is a species of monkey in the 
Amazon that researchers recently discovered in 2019. After all these years 
scientists and researchers are still making new discoveries about the world 
God created!

When God created “the heavens and the earth”—the entire universe—
He did so with purpose. After the amazing act of making something out of 
nothing, the Creator ordered the rest of the world into place. As He formed 
the world, God did so with wisdom and intentionality. On the fifth and sixth 
days when God spoke animals into being by the power of His word, He had 
already provided the light necessary for living things to grow. He had set 
the sky in place. He had separated the water into seas, and dry land grew 
vegetation. The sun, moon, and stars were in place. 

With the sky in place, the birds had a place to fly. With land and sea 
separated, both water creatures and land creatures had unique habitats 
designed for their existence and growth. The plants and trees on the earth 
not only provided shelter but nourishment. Cows had grass to eat; birds had 
trees to nest in; fish and sea creatures had their own food. Even the sun and 
moon served as clocks to remind diurnal animals (most of the animals active 
during the day), crepuscular animals (owls and deer and other animals most 
common at dawn and dusk), and nocturnal animals (like bats and crickets) 
when to take the stage. God’s orchestration was exceptional. From the 
morning sounds of chirping birds to the evening sounds of hooting owls, 
everything in His creation praises Him.

God commanded the animals to be fruitful and multiply. The Bible 
emphasizes that God originally created animals in what we call species, 
unique in the way they functioned and with unique habitats. God saw all of 
this as good. 

Are you an animal lover? Whether or not you have a dog, cat, bird, 
donkey, sheep—any animal— no one can help but marvel at the uniqueness 
of animals. 

How can you help the preschoolers in your group understand that God 
created animals and they can help care for and enjoy them? 

GOD CREATED ANIMALS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created the world in 
six days and rested on the 
seventh.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 1:20-25,30-31

WEEKLY VERSE
God saw everything He 
had made, and it was very 
good. Genesis 1:31

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
August 9

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.48     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  2
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 › Pack Items 14, 36, 
37: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Creation Poster,” “Days 
of Creation (Day 5)” 

 › Printables: “Genesis 1:1 
Puzzle”

 › Teaching Picture 10

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, painters tape

 › Place the marker in the 
Bible at Genesis 1:31. 
Attach a piece of rolled 
tape onto the back 
side of Day 5. Place the 
Day 5 card on the wall 
somewhere in the room.

GOD CREATED ANIMALS
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Move to group time. Direct preschoolers to move to group time by 
making the sound of or moving like their favorite animals. Guess each 
child’s animal as children gather.
 ʹ Recall last session’s Bible story. Display the Creation Poster and review 
Days 1–4. Talk about the things that God made. Lay the pieces of the 
Genesis 1:1 Puzzle on the floor and lead preschoolers to assemble it. Say 
the verse together.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Tell preschoolers that today they will hear more 
about God’s world and what God made. Open the Bible to Genesis 1 and 
tell the Bible story in your own words. 

GOD CREATED ANIMALS
—Based on Genesis 1:20-25,30-31

God had made a wonderful world. He created day and night. God 
made the sky, water (oceans), and dry land. He made plants, trees, 
and grass to grow on the land. He made the sun to shine during the 
day and the moon and stars to shine at night.

Then, on the fifth day, God said, “Let the waters be filled with 
living animals, and let birds fly in the sky.” God created every kind 
of fish and every kind of animal that lives in the water. He made all 
kinds of birds to fly in the sky.

On the sixth day, God made animals to live on the land. He made 
all the wild animals, farm animals, and animals that crawl on the 
ground.

God planned for the birds and animals to have food to eat. They 
would eat the plants that grew in the ground. God looked at the world 
He had made. It was all very good.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Challenge preschoolers to look around the 
room while seated and see if they can find the Day 5 card. Call on a 
volunteer to retrieve it and another child to attach it to the poster. Pass 
around the Teaching Picture. Lead boys and girls to recall some of the 
animals that God made.
 ʹ Say the Bible Verse. Open the Bible and read the verse. Invite children 
to stand and learn motions for the Weekly Verse. Lead them to repeat 
the verse in phrases after you and follow your motions: God (point up) 
saw (hands like binoculars over your eyes) everything He had made 
(point outward and turn in a circle), and it was very good (clap hands 
silently). Repeat the verse with the motions.
 ʹ Sing. Play “The Beginning.” Lead preschoolers to sing with the music. 
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show the “God Created Animals” video. Pray. Thank God for 
creating such awesome animals for us to learn about and enjoy. 

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Item 40: “Animal 
Cards” 

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Bible, basket or gift bag, 
construction paper (one 
each of green, dark blue, 
light blue), crayons, 
scissors

 › Teaching Picture 10

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Bible, large clear bottles, 
dry rice or sand, small 
plastic animals, sticky 
notes, tape

 › Bible, blocks, plastic or 
wooden animal figures

PLAY A RELAY GAME 
Cut apart the Animal Cards. Place the cards in a basket. Place the sheets 
of construction paper across the room on a table or the floor. Draw waves 
like water on the dark blue sheet of paper. 

 ʹ Assist children as they complete the Activity Page. Talk about animals as 
they work.
 ʹ Guide children to stand in a line. Place the basket in front of the line. 
Explain that the first person in line will pick up a card from the basket 
and decide if the animal lives on land (green), lives in the water (dark 
blue), or flies in the sky (light blue). 
 ʹ Give a signal. The first child chooses a card, walks quickly to the paper, 
and places the animal on the correct habitat. When he returns, the next 
child takes a turn.
 ʹ Encourage boys and girls to continue until all animals are sorted.
 ʹ Remark that God made all the animals.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Genesis 1:31. Lead children to say the verse with you. 
Add motions (see group time). (Games)

FIND THE ANIMALS 
Post the Allergy Alert. Cover the Teaching Picture in sticky notes. Option: 
Before placing animals inside the bottle, place them on a flat surface and 
take a photo of them. Print the photo and cover in contact plastic. Allow 
children to use a washable marker to circle each animal as they see it in a 
bottle. 

 ʹ Invite preschoolers to help make sensory bottles. Fill the bottle about 
half full with rice. Add the plastic animals. Seal the lid with tape. You may 
choose to make a bottle for different kinds of animals (farm, wild, insects, 
birds, fish). Shake the bottle to hide the animals in the rice.
 ʹ Show children how to explore the sensory bottles. They can turn and 
shake the bottles to locate the different animals and creatures inside.
 ʹ Say that God created the world in six days and rested on the seventh. 
On two days, God made the animals–ones that swim in water, fly in the 
sky, and walk on the land.
 ʹ Encourage a child to remove a sticky note from the Teaching Picture and 
name the animal he sees.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Genesis 1:31. Say the verse together. (Nature)

BUILD A ZOO
 ʹ Invite boys and girls to build a zoo.
 ʹ Encourage children to talk about their favorite animals. 
 ʹ Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Talk about the Bible story as children play.
 ʹ Say that God made the animals. 
 ʹ Point to the verse in the Bible as you say it. (Blocks)
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LIFE POINT God made animals.

 › Printables: “Bird and 
Fish Shapes”

 › Glue, colorful tissue 
paper, pieces of 
glitter paper or other 
specialty papers, child-
size scissors, small 
paper plates, small 
paintbrushes

 › Pack Item 14: “Weekly 
Verses” 

 › Bible, stuffed or plastic 
animals, unused pet-
care items (brushes, 
combs, bowls, small 
towels, beds, large 
shallow container)

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions” 

 › Music

 › Printables: “God Created 
Animals” Coloring Page

 › Bible, crayons or 
markers

MAKE BIRD AND FISH COLLAGE ART
Make copies of Bird and Fish Shapes, one per child. Place small puddles 
of glue on paper plates. Option: Provide liquid glue, small paper plates, 
paintbrushes. Allow children to paint the glue onto their bird or fish shapes.

 ʹ Invite children to paint glue onto their bird or fish shapes. They can tear 
or cut the paper and press the pieces onto the glue on their shapes. 
 ʹ Talk about different kinds of birds and sea creatures.
 ʹ Say that God made fish and sea creatures. Add that God made birds and 
all flying animals. Talk about the Bible story.
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for making all kinds of animals. Encourage preschoolers 
to thank God for animals, too. (Art) 

CARE FOR ANIMALS
Place the Weekly Verse marker in the Bible. 

 ʹ Encourage children to use the supplies to pretend to care for the 
animals. Talk about animals that could make good pets for a family.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Say that God made animals. 
 ʹ Invite a child to open the Bible to Genesis 1:31. Help him find the large 
1 (chapter) and the small 31 (verse). Say the verse.
 ʹ Remark that everything God made was good. (Dramatic Play)

MOVE LIKE ANIMALS
 ʹ Play “Moving.” Invite preschoolers to move like the various animals 
suggested in the song.
 ʹ Talk about the different sounds that animals make. Name animals and 
lead preschoolers to make sounds for those animals. 
 ʹ Say that God made animals. Animals live all over the world. Comment 
that people all over the world need to know about God.
 ʹ Note that some animals that live in Mozambique are lions, elephants, 
zebras, and antelope. Dolphins, turtles, and many fish live in the water 
near Mozambique.
 ʹ Show the missions pictures. Remark that Sally lives in Mozambique so 
she can tell the people there about God and Jesus.
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for missionaries and their work.  (Music)

RECALL THE BIBLE STORY
 ʹ As children color the coloring page, open the Bible to Genesis and recall 
the Bible story.
 ʹ Locate Genesis 1:31 in the Bible. Ask children to say the verse with you. 
 ʹ Help older preschoolers print the Life Point on the back of their pages.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Assign a cleanup task for each child. Thank children for helping.
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LIFE POINT
God made  

people.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

The word paradise has many different meanings to people. Some people 
may think paradise is sitting on a sandy beach with sounds of crashing waves 
while others might think lying in a hammock in a dense forest with birds 
chirping is paradise. 

God intended the garden of Eden to be a paradise for the people He 
created. The word Eden refers to a pleasant place, and it was. After God 
created everything in the garden, He wanted someone to work it. On the 
sixth day of creation God formed man from the dust of the ground and 
breathed life into him. The image is like a potter making a vessel from a 
lump of clay. Out of everything God created, people are His most treasured 
creation. God created us in His image. He made us to have a relationship 
with Him. God did not make that possible with anything else in His creation. 
He even placed us above all of His creation, and He gave the first man the 
fun job of gardening and the task of naming and caring for the animals and 
all of His creation.

God knew Adam needed a companion, but none of the animals would 
do. So God created Eve from Adam’s rib. The two were intended to be “one 
flesh,” a most sacred relationship from the beginning of time to this very day. 
God ordained marriage. And just as a breathless groom admires his blushing 
bride, Adam saw Eve, and they became one! Adam and Eve were the first 
family, a man and woman brought together by God. 

The garden of Eden was Adam and Eve’s home, their paradise. Knowing 
God is the Creator of all good things, how can you rely on Him to make your 
home paradise for your family? 

GOD CREATED PEOPLE

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God made people different 
from the other things He 
made.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 2:4-24

WEEKLY VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
August 16

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.52     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  3
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 › Pack Items 14, 36, 37, 
41: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Creation Poster,” “Days 
of Creation (Day 6),” 
“People Figures (Adam, 
Eve)”

 › Teaching Picture 11

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible, lengths of 
crepe paper or ribbon 
movement streamers 
(one per child), tape

 › Place the marker in the 
Bible at Psalm 139:14. 
Attach a piece of rolled 
tape onto the back side 
of Day 6. 

GOD CREATED PEOPLE
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Move to music. Give each child a paper or ribbon streamer. Play 
“Everything in the Universe.” Encourage boys and girls to move with the 
music and sing along.
 ʹ Learn the Bible Verse. Open the Bible to Psalm 139. Say the verse and 
lead preschoolers to repeat it after you. Lead boys and girls to echo the 
Bible verse after you in various kinds of voices (whisper, squeaky, deep, 
singsong). Say the verse one last time in a loud voice.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture. Ask children to tell 
about details they see in the picture. Place the picture aside. Tell 
preschoolers to listen to the Bible story and raise their hands above their 
heads each time they hear Adam or Eve. Open your Bible to Genesis 2. 
Tell the Bible story in your own words. Show the Adam and Eve figures 
as they are mentioned.

GOD CREATED PEOPLE
—Based on Genesis 2:4-24

In the beginning, God created the world. On the sixth day of creation, 
God made animals that live on the land. Then God made people.

God made the first man from the dust of the ground. He called the 
man Adam. He gave life to Adam by breathing into him. He placed 
Adam in the garden to work in it and take care of it.

God decided Adam should not be alone, so He made a woman. 
Adam named the woman Eve, and she became Adam’s helper. God 
made Adam and Eve to take care of the fish in the water, birds in the 
air, and animals that walk or crawl on land. He gave them the fruit 
trees and plants to eat. They lived together in the garden.

Adam and Eve were the first people that God made. God made 
Adam and Eve different from the animals. God made them able to 
think and make choices.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture again. Explain that 
preschoolers will stand if the statement is true and sit if it is not true: 
“God made Adam from play dough. God made Adam from dust. He 
placed Adam at a store to shop. God placed Adam in the garden to 
take care of it. God made a woman so Adam would not be alone. Adam 
named her Eve. God made Adam and Eve to play video games. God 
made them to take care of creation. God made Adam and Eve able to 
think and make choices.”
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Say that God made people. Attach the 
Day 6 piece to the Creation Poster. Say that God made people different 
from the other things He made. Say that people can make choices.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show the “God Created People” video. Pray. Thank God for 
creating people different from the other things He created.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Bible, large shallow 
container, small brown 
or black pebbles, small 
artificial plants and 
flowers, miniature 
garden tools or plastic 
spoons and forks, 
crayons

 › Pack Item 14: “Weekly 
Verses” 

 › Bible, blocks, plastic 
farm animals, small 
tractors, barn, other 
farm-related toys 

 › Teaching Picture 11

 › Painting smocks, 
heavyweight paper, 
sheets of bubble wrap, 
scissors, washable paint 
(various colors including 
black), paper plates, glue, 
kitchen sponges, baby 
wipes

 › Printables: “Bible 
Markers”

 › Music

 › Bible, picture books 
about creation, colorful 
scarves

ENJOY A SENSORY GARDEN
Fill the container 2–3 inches high with pebbles. Place other items nearby. 

 ʹ Assist the preschoolers in completing the Activity Page. 
 ʹ Comment that God made a man and a woman and placed them in the 
garden. Look at the picture on the back of the Activity Page.
 ʹ Invite children to create and enjoy a sensory garden using the provided 
materials. They can nestle the plants into the pebbles. They can drag 
the tools through the pebbles to create designs.
 ʹ Help a child locate Genesis 2. Remark that God made people. Recall 
how God created Adam and Eve different from everything else He 
made. Say that He made people able to think and make choices.
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for making people. (Nature)

BUILD A FARM
Place a marker in the Bible at Genesis 2.  

 ʹ Encourage preschoolers to build a farm.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Ask children to name ways people are 
different from animals.
 ʹ Invite a volunteer to locate Genesis 2 in the Bible.
 ʹ Remark that God made people different from the other things He made.
 ʹ Turn to Psalm 139 and read the Weekly Verse. Remind children that they 
are wonderfully made. (Blocks)

PAINT WITH BUBBLE WRAP
Cut sections of bubble wrap and glue onto one side of each kitchen 
sponge. Pour a small amount of paint on paper plates. Set aside a plate 
with black paint. 

 ʹ Invite a preschooler to put on a smock and press the bubble wrap side 
of the sponges into paint. She can press the paint onto her paper.
 ʹ When the child finishes creating designs with the bubble wrap, assist 
her in pressing a hand into the black paint and then onto her paper.
 ʹ Say the Weekly Verse: I am wonderfully made. Tell the child she can do 
many things with her hands because God made her.
 ʹ Show the Teaching Picture. Talk about the Bible story. (Art) 

READ AND SING
Place a marker in the Bible at Psalm 139:14. 

 ʹ Turn the pages in the books. Find things that God made pictured in the 
books. Look for pictures of people in the books.
 ʹ Assist a child in opening the Bible to the verse. Point to the words as you 
say them and lead children to repeat them with you.
 ʹ Say that God made people different from the other things He made. Add 
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LIFE POINT God made people.

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions” 

 › Construction paper 
(various colors), tape

 › Pack Item 40: “Animal 
Cards”

 › Bible

 › Pack Items 38, 39: 
“Creation Race,” “Game 
Cube”

 › Printables: “God Created 
People” Coloring Page

 › 4 game pieces or small 
toys, crayons or markers

 › Music

that people can do many wonderful things.
 ʹ Play “My Father’s World.” Lead preschoolers to move and wave the 
scarves with the music.
 ʹ Play and sing “God Made Family.”
 ʹ Pray. Thank God that each person is wonderfully made by Him. (Books)

PLAY A MOVEMENT GAME
Attach each missions picture to a sheet of construction paper. Arrange the 
sheets in a large circle.  

 ʹ Lead children to walk around the outside of the circle.
 ʹ Call for preschoolers to stop. Say a color.
 ʹ Allow a child that is standing near a picture on that color paper to show 
the photo. Ask children to tell what they see or know about that picture.
 ʹ Call other movements for children to do as they move around the circle: 
swim, hop, crawl, stomp, march. 
 ʹ Remind children that Sally teaches children in Mozambique about Jesus.
 ʹ Say God made people in Mozambique and all over the world. (Games)

MATCH ANIMAL PICTURES 
Mix the cards and lay them faceup on a table.

 ʹ Invite preschoolers to search among the cards and find the matching 
pictures. 
 ʹ Say that God made people to care for the animals and other things He 
made. Talk about the Bible story.
 ʹ Remark that God made people different from the other things He made. 
Talk about how people are different from animals.
 ʹ Pray. Thank God that He made people.
 ʹ Help preschoolers take turns opening the Bible to Genesis 2. (Puzzles)

PLAY A CREATION GAME
 ʹ As children color the page, remind them that God made people different 
from the rest of creation. Talk about the Bible story.
 ʹ Lead preschoolers to play the game. Children will take turns rolling the 
cube and moving the number of spaces shown forward or backward, 
trying to be the first to reach the inner circle.
 ʹ Review the days of creation as preschoolers play.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Play “Peace and Quiet.” Challenge each child to pick up six items and 
put them away. Thank children for helping.
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LIFE POINT
God planned for 
families to care 
for His world.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

God spoke into existence light, the sky, seas, and land that provided 
vegetation. The Creator set the sun, moon, and stars in place. Then He filled 
the oceans with life and the sky with birds. Such a beautiful world! But God 
was not done! 

On the sixth and final day of creation God created animals, and then God 
made man from dust. God made man in His image, and God breathed life 
into the man. After He made man, God caused the man to fall asleep, and 
then God made a woman from Adam’s rib. People are God’s most precious 
creation—created in His image. He fashioned us like a potter makes a 
precious vessel. People are able to have a relationship with God as nothing 
else in His creation can. God also gave people the honor and privilege of 
taking care of His creation.

God gave the first people the task of caring for the shrubs, plants, trees, 
and animals. Working the garden was originally a joy, not a demanding job. 
Caring for the animals was a treat, not a dreaded chore. 

Sometime later, Eve gave birth to two sons, Cain and Abel. As their 
family grew, the sons assisted their parents in taking care of the world. 
Adam, Eve, and their two sons made taking care of what God had created a 
priority. Cain was a gardener, and Abel was a shepherd. 

In what ways are you and your family caring for creation in order to make 
it a better place? When is the last time you praised God for His good earth?

How will you paint a picture of God’s beautiful world and help 
preschoolers embrace their opportunity to care for it?

GOD PLANNED FOR FAMILIES

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God has people to care for 
His creation.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 1:27-28; 3:20; 4:1-2

WEEKLY VERSE
God made man and 
woman. Genesis 1:27

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
August 23

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.56     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  4
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 › Pack Items 14, 36, 37, 
41: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Creation Poster,” “Days 
of Creation,” “People 
Figures (Adam, Eve, 
Cain, Abel)”

 › Teaching Picture 12

 › Printables: “Unit 3 Verse 
Puzzle”

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bible 

 › Remove the Days of 
Creation cards from the 
Creation Poster. Prepare 
the Unit 3 Verse Puzzle. 
Roll the Weekly Verse 
into a tube.

GOD PLANNED FOR FAMILIES
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Move to group time. Gather children in a circle by calling them by name 
and challenging them to move to group time like an animal (elephant, 
kangaroo, dragonfly, bee, bird, fish, snake, sloth, owl, crab, duck).
 ʹ Review the Unit Verse. Place the puzzle pieces randomly in the middle 
of the circle. Play “God Made Family.” Lead children to move to the 
music until you press pause. Call on a volunteer to move a puzzle piece 
to its correct place. Continue until the puzzle is complete. Lead children 
to repeat the verse with you. Tell preschoolers that each person is 
wonderfully made. Say that God wants people to care for His creation.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Direct boys and girls to sit down and listen carefully 
to the Bible story. Open your Bible to Genesis and tell the story in your 
own words. Display each figure as you mention the person.

GOD PLANNED FOR FAMILIES
—Based on Genesis 1:27-28; 3:20; 4:1-2

God made a beautiful world. He made everything in it. The last thing 
He made was people.

God said, “People will be different from the other things made. 
They will rule over the animals, fish, and birds. They will care for the 
earth.”

God made a man named Adam and a woman named Eve. First 
Adam and Eve lived in a garden. Later they had to leave the garden 
and live in another place.

Eve had a baby boy. She named him Cain. Later she had another 
baby boy. She named him Abel.

The boys grew up to be men. Abel became a shepherd. He took care 
of sheep. Cain became a farmer. He grew food from the ground. 

Adam and Eve were the first people. They had children. They were 
the first family. God planned for people to live in families.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture. Invite children to 
use the picture to recall details from the story. Ask preschoolers to name 
the people mentioned in the story. Remark that God planned for families 
from the beginning. He planned for families to care for His world. Guide 
children to think of ways families can take care of things in God’s world.
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for the children’s families. Ask God to help families in 
your church care for His world.
 ʹ Learn the Weekly Verse. Open the Bible to Genesis 1:27 and read the 
verse. Pass the verse “tube” around the circle. As you pass the verse, 
count to ten. Encourage the child holding the verse to unroll it. Say the 
verse together. Direct the child to reroll the verse and pass it again. 
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show the “God Planned for Families” video. Review Bible 
stories from this unit by placing the Days of Creation cards on the poster.

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Item 14: “Weekly 
Verses” 

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Bible, toy garden rakes, 
construction paper, 
scissors, marker, crayons

 › Pack Item 41: “People 
Figures (Adam, Eve, 
Cain, Abel)”

 › Blocks, tape, index 
cards, markers

 › Bible, heavyweight 
paper, pencils, 
crayons, markers, glue 
sticks, yarn (brown, 
black, yellow, red), 
construction paper, 
small sticky notes

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert” 

 › Apples, oranges, 
bananas, grapes, 
strawberries, plastic 
knives, large bowl, small 
cups and spoons

RAKE IN THE BIBLE VERSE
Cut leaf shapes from the paper. On some of the leaves, print the words of 
the Unit Verse, one word per shape.

 ʹ Guide boys and girls to complete the Activity Page. 
 ʹ Say that God wants people to care for His creation. Talk about ways 
families can care for the things God created.
 ʹ Scatter the paper leaves on the floor. Invite children to use rakes to 
gather the leaves together.
 ʹ Display Psalm 139:14. Assist children as they arrange the words on the 
leaves in order. Say the verse; lead them to repeat it after you. (Games)

PLAY WITH PEOPLE FIGURES
Attach people figures to blocks using tape. 

 ʹ Invite preschoolers to build and play with the blocks and people figures. 
 ʹ As they play, talk about the Bible story. Recall that Adam, Eve, Cain, and 
Abel were a family.
 ʹ Say that God planned for families to care for His world.
 ʹ Ask children to share ways their families can care for God’s world.
 ʹ Suggest the children draw their own people figures (or other figures) and 
tape to blocks to include in their play. (Blocks)

DRAW FAMILY PORTRAITS 
Draw a chart on the paper with a column for each child.   

 ʹ Invite preschoolers to think of creative ways to use the art supplies to 
create family portraits.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Note that Adam, Eve, Cain, and Abel were the 
first family. Talk about how they cared for God’s world.
 ʹ Comment that God planned for families to care for His world.
 ʹ Print Adam’s name at the top of a column. Count the people in Adam’s 
family and place four sticky notes on the chart under his name.
 ʹ Print each child’s name at the top of a column. Lead each child to place a 
sticky note in her column for each person in her family. 
 ʹ Count and compare sizes of different families. 
 ʹ Help a child open the Bible to Genesis 1:27 and read the verse. (Art) 

CUT AND TASTE FRUIT
List fruit on the Allergy Alert and post by the door.

 ʹ Lead preschoolers to wash hands. Help them peel the fruit.
 ʹ Cut the fruit into smaller pieces. Invite the children to slice the pieces 
into small slices. Cut grapes lengthwise.
 ʹ As preschoolers work, talk about the Bible story. Mention that Cain was 
a farmer and grew food.
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LIFE POINT God planned for families to care for His world.

 › Teaching Picture 12

 › Bible, pool noodles, 
knife (teacher use), 
brown or tan fabric, 
large shallow container, 
artificial greenery and 
flowers, toy vegetables, 
toy garden tools

 › Pack Item 31: “Number 
Cube”

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions,” “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Sticks of various sizes, 
construction paper, tape, 
marker

 › Printables: “God 
Planned for Families” 
Coloring Page

 › Activity parachute (or 
large round tablecloth), 
crayons

 ʹ Tell children that God wants families to care for His world.
 ʹ Mix the fruit pieces in a large bowl. Spoon the fruit salad into small cups 
for the children to eat. (Nature)

WORK IN A GARDEN
Prepare a garden by cutting pool noodles into lengths that will fit snugly 
into the container in rows. Lay the fabric on top of the noodles and press it 
down in between the noodles to create rows for the greenery to fit.  

 ʹ Invite preschoolers to “plant” the flowers and vegetables in the garden. 
They can push the greenery or flowers into the spaces between the 
pool noodle pieces. The flowers or greenery should stand up.
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture. Invite children to look at the picture and 
share details from the Bible story.
 ʹ As children play, remark that Cain was a farmer. He grew food. Note that 
Abel was a shepherd and cared for animals.
 ʹ Remind children that God planned for people to care for the world He 
created. Talk about ways families can care for God’s world today.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Genesis 1:27. Say the Bible verse. Lead preschoolers 
to repeat it with you. (Dramatic Play)

PICK UP STICKS
Fold sheets of construction paper in half. Tape one missions picture inside 
each sheet. Print a 1, 2, or 3 on the outside of each folded sheet. 

 ʹ Drop the sticks together in a small space in a messy pile. Some sticks 
should be on top of others. 
 ʹ Direct a preschooler to toss the cube and pick up that number of sticks 
from the pile without moving other sticks.
 ʹ Comment that God planned for families to care for His world. Mention 
that one way to clean up outside is to pick up sticks and other clutter.
 ʹ Roll the cube. Ask a child to open one of the missions pictures. 
 ʹ Say that missionaries help families all over the world learn about God.
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for missionaries who help others and tell them about 
Jesus. (Puzzles)

USE A PARACHUTE
 ʹ As children color the page, talk about the Bible story. Help boys and 
girls name ways that families can care for God’s world. 
 ʹ Invite boys and girls to hold the sides of the parachute with two hands.
 ʹ Move the parachute up and down together. 
 ʹ Repeat the verse as you move the parachute.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Guide children to say the Unit Verse as they help clean up the room. 
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LIFE POINT
God wants people 
to choose to show 

love.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“We Are Family” was a popular song in the 70s and 80s. Ironically, the song is 
about sisters and sung by women, but two men wrote the song. The song is 
about a united family and invites all those listening to celebrate and sing! 

Unfortunately, this song would not apply to Joseph’s family for more than 
one reason. Joseph’s family was large, eleven brothers, but he had only one 
sister. Aside from the fact that Joseph had only one sister, God showed us 
how unloving and unkind the family members were. Joseph was a tattletale 
and his father’s favorite. In fact, his father gave him a special coat none of 
his siblings had. He also revealed he dreamed, not once but twice, that he 
would rule over his family. None of these things are the formula for a loving 
and caring family.

Jealousy turned into anger, hatred, and finally into revenge and violence. 
Joseph’s older brothers attacked him! After they got rid of Joseph by selling 
him, they had to devise a plan to cover their crime. Joseph’s father, Jacob, 
wept when he saw his son’s coat smeared with blood and thought his 
favorite son was dead. 

Sometime later, a famine drove the brothers to Egypt to find food. When 
his brothers bowed to the man in charge of food distribution, they had no 
idea he was their brother. They did not recognize Joseph, but he recognized 
them! 

When the food supply ended, Jacob sent his sons back to Egypt 
for more grain. Joseph saw how his brothers had changed, and he had 
compassion for them. Joseph also realized God had prepared the way for 
him to provide for his family. He revealed his identity and reconciled with his 
family.

You may be caring for children, aging adults, both, or even more. Thank 
God for opportunities to care for others and ask for strength and wisdom to 
accomplish the tasks needed in ways that bring honor and glory to Him. 

Help the preschoolers in your group recall how their family members 
care for them. How can you help them identify ways they can care for their 
family members? 

JOSEPH LOVED HIS BROTHERS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God made people different 
from the other things He 
made.

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Genesis 37; 42:1-8,25-26; 
43:1-2,15-17; 45:1-14;  
46:28-34; 50:15-21

WEEKLY VERSE
Be kind to one another. 
Ephesians 4:32

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
August 30

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.60     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  5
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 › Pack Items 14, 41: 
“Weekly Verses,” “People 
Figures (Joseph and 
brothers)”

 › Teaching Picture 13

 › Printables: “Bible 
Markers”

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bibles, blocks, tape

 › Attach People Figures 
to blocks using tape. 
Place markers at 
Ephesians 4:32 in the 
Bibles.

JOSEPH LOVED HIS BROTHERS
SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 ʹ Sing together. Play and sing “God Made Family.” 
 ʹ Learn the Bible Verse. Help preschoolers take turns locating 
Ephesians 4:32 in the Bibles. Explain that God wants people to choose 
to show love. Say the Weekly Verse. Invite children to repeat it with you. 
Clap a steady beat and say the verse a few times.
 ʹ Tell the Bible story. Display and talk about the Teaching Picture. Pass 
the picture around the circle, allowing children to investigate the picture. 
Ask questions about details in the picture. (How many people are in the 
picture? What are they wearing? Where do you think they are?) Open 
a Bible to Genesis 37. Challenge preschoolers to listen carefully to 
discover the answers to the questions. Set the picture aside and hold 
the open Bible as you tell the Bible story in your own words.

JOSEPH LOVED HIS BROTHERS
— Based on Genesis 37; 42:1-8,25-26; 43:1-2,15-17; 45:1-14; 46:28-34; 

50:15-21
Joseph lived in Egypt. When Joseph was younger, his brothers had 
sold him as a servant. Joseph’s brothers still lived in Canaan. They 
had not seen Joseph for many years. 

Joseph had an important job. He sold grain to people who needed 
food. Everyone came to Joseph to buy food. When his brothers came 
to buy food, Joseph recognized them, but they did not know him.

Joseph sold grain to his brothers. They returned home. 
Later they came back for more grain. This time Joseph said, “I am 

your brother, Joseph!”
The brothers were afraid because of what they had done when 

Joseph was younger. Joseph showed love to them. He said, “Do not be 
afraid. God sent me here so I could help you have what you need.”

Joseph told the brothers to bring their families to live in Egypt. All 
the family, including Joseph’s father, moved to Egypt. 

Joseph made sure everyone in the family had food to eat. Joseph 
loved and cared for his family.

 ʹ Review the Bible story. Show the Teaching Picture again. Invite children 
to recall parts of the Bible story. Use the figures to play out the story as 
children recall it. Ask children how Joseph chose to show love.
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for making people different from the other things He 
made. Thank Him for making people able to make choices. Ask Him to 
help families in your church choose to show love. 
 ʹ Say the Unit Verse. Repeat the verse with preschoolers. Say that 
preschoolers are wonderfully made and they can choose to show love 
to others. Challenge preschoolers to tell ways they can show love.
 ʹ Wrap it up. Show the “Joseph Loved His Brothers” video.  

Decide when to 
have group time; 

then select learning 
activities to use before 

and/or after 
group time.
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SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

 › Pack Items 14, 31, 
42: “Weekly Verses,” 
“Number Cube,” “Fruit 
Tree Fill-up”  

 › Kids Activity Page

 › Bible, small pom-poms, 
crayons or pencils, 
puzzles about families

 › Teaching Picture 13

 › Printables: “Allergy 
Alert”

 › Bin, dry rice or barley, 
measuring cups and 
spoons, cups, funnels, 
scoops, containers of 
various sizes

 › Pack Item 29: “Kindness 
Matching Cards” 

 › Bible, heavyweight 
paper, construction 
paper, glue sticks, 
scissors

 › Pack Item 41: “People 
Figures (Joseph and his 
brothers)”

 › Bible, blocks, tape

PLAY “FRUIT TREE FILL-UP”
 ʹ Guide children to complete the Activity Page. Talk about ways people 
can show love to others.
 ʹ Invite children to play the game. Explain they will take turns rolling the 
number cube and placing that number of pom-poms (fruit) on their trees.
 ʹ Talk about the Bible story. Remark that Joseph provided food for people 
who needed it.
 ʹ Guide preschoolers to work the puzzles and talk about families.
 ʹ Open the Bible to Ephesians 4:32. Show the Weekly Verse. Lead 
children to say it with you. (Puzzles)

POUR AND MEASURE GRAIN
Post the Allergy Alert.

 ʹ Invite children to pour and measure the rice. 
 ʹ As they play, show the Teaching Picture and remind preschoolers that 
Joseph sold grain to people who needed food.
 ʹ Remark that Joseph chose to show love to his brothers and help them. 
Lead preschoolers to recall how Joseph showed love.
 ʹ Comment that God wants people to choose to show love.
 ʹ Pray. Thank God for making each child. Ask God to help children choose 
to show love to others. (Nature)

MAKE MOSAIC HEARTS 
Cut a heart shape for each child from the heavyweight paper. Cut 
construction paper into small squares and triangles.

 ʹ Suggest the children glue the squares and triangles onto the heart 
shapes to make designs. Lead older preschoolers to place shapes close 
together to cover all the heart shape.  
 ʹ As children make mosaics, remark that God wants people to choose to 
show love. Tell preschoolers that their hearts can remind them to show 
love to their family members.
 ʹ Open your Bible to Ephesians 4:32. Lead boys and girls to repeat the 
verse with you several times.
 ʹ Look at the matching cards. Name ways the people are being kind or 
showing love. (Art)

BUILD PATHS AND MAZES
Attach the people figures to blocks using tape.

 ʹ Invite preschoolers to build paths and mazes with the blocks. 
 ʹ Remark that Joseph’s brothers had to travel a long way from their homes 
to Egypt to get food. Say that Joseph showed love to his brothers.
 ʹ Suggest the children move the people figures through the mazes and 
down the paths they create. They may want to play out the Bible story.

62     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  5



LIFE POINT God wants people to choose to show love.

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions” 

 › Bible, play dishes, toy 
tools, baby dolls, baby-
care items, cleaning 
items

 › Music

 › Printables: “Joseph 
Loved His Brothers” 
Coloring Page

 › Watercolors, cups of 
water, brushes, white 
paper

 ʹ Challenge children to think of ways they can show love to family 
members or friends.
 ʹ Help a child open the Bible to Genesis. (Blocks)

PLAY OUT FAMILY SITUATIONS
 ʹ Lead preschoolers to use materials to play out family situations. They 
can prepare meals, care for babies, clean the house, or work with tools.
 ʹ Comment that God made people different from the other things He 
made. People can make choices. People can show love.
 ʹ Remind preschoolers that Joseph chose not to be unkind but to show 
love to his brothers.
 ʹ Help a child locate Ephesians 4:32 in the Bible. Encourage children to 
say the verse with you.
 ʹ Lead preschoolers to think of ways they could be kind and show love to 
their family members or friends.
 ʹ Look at the missions pictures. Talk about how Sally helps families learn 
more about Jesus in Mozambique. (Dramatic Play)

PLAY “BROTHER, BROTHER, JOSEPH”
 ʹ Play “God Made Family.” Lead children to sing and move to the music.
 ʹ Direct preschoolers to sit in a circle. 
 ʹ Demonstrate how to play “Brother, Brother, Joseph.” Walk around the 
circle saying “brother” as you lightly touch children on the head or 
shoulder. Explain that when you say “Joseph,” that child should follow 
you as you walk around the circle and sit in her seat. 
 ʹ Tell the child to repeat your actions with another child.
 ʹ Say that families can be kind and show love by working and playing 
together.
 ʹ Talk about how Joseph showed love to his family. (Games)

PAINT THE BIBLE STORY
 ʹ As preschoolers paint the coloring page, talk about the Bible story. 
 ʹ Name ways that Joseph showed love to his brothers.
 ʹ Say that God wants people to choose to show love. 
 ʹ Lead preschoolers to name ways they could show love to their family 
members or friends. 
 ʹ Say the Weekly Verse with children.
 ʹ Offer blank paper for the children to paint pictures of ways they could be 
kind or show love.

CLEAN UP
 ʹ Lead preschoolers to show love by working together to clean up. Thank 
them for a job well done.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  3 s – P r e - K   63



SONG LYRICS

Duplication of song lyrics is prohibited.

1. THIS IS CHURCH
(Verse)
We are here to worship God;
We are here to know You more;
We are here to sing and shout
About the love of our great God.

(Chorus)
This is church; we come together; 
God, we sing to You.
This is church. We remember
God, we live for You.
This is church.
(Repeat Verse) (Repeat Chorus)

(Bridge)
This is the place we learn about You;
This is the place we sing and pray; 
This is the place we learn to give 

You thanks for everything. 
(Repeat Bridge) (Repeat Chorus)

Words and music by Jeffrey B. Scott. 
Arranged by Jeffrey B. Scott. © Copyright 
2020 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. 
by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7138660.

2. HE IS G-O-D
(Chorus)
He is G; He is G-O; He is G-O-D;
He is God. And I L; and I L-O;
And I L-O-V-E Him.
He is G; He is G-O; He is G-O-D;
He is God.
And I L-O-V-E H-I-M
With all my H-E-A-R-T.
(Repeat)

God is great; God is powerful; 
Praise His Name; He is wonderful.

(Repeat Chorus)
And I L-O-V-E H-I-M
With all my H-E-A-R-T.

Words and music by Wayne Tester and Esther  
Maus-Tester. Arranged by Wayne Tester. 
© Copyright 2016 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP)/McKinney Music, Inc. (BMI) (admin. 
by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7070280.

3. PEOPLE AT CHURCH
You know people at church *pray 

together;
People at church pray together;
People at church pray together,
People at church.

I know I can pray at church;
I know I can pray at church;

I know I can pray, I can pray,
I can pray at church.

*2. work together … work at church
  3. learn together … learn at church
  4. help together … help at church

Words and music by Esther Maus-Tester. 
© Copyright 2010 McKinney Music, Inc. 
(BMI) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org). 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI #5798656.

4. DON’T WORRY
Don’t worry; be glad; (clap, clap)
Don’t worry; rejoice; (clap, clap)
Don’t worry; show kindness;
Show love and be kind. (clap, clap)

Don’t worry; be true; (clap, clap)
Don’t worry; thank God; (clap, clap)
Don’t worry; give to everyone;
Love God and pray to Him (each 

day). 
(Repeat all)

Words and music by Wayne Tester and 
Esther Maus-Tester. © Copyright 2017 Van 
Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP)/McKinney Music, 
Inc. (BMI) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org). 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI #7085258.

5. MAKING DECISIONS
(Chorus)
I’m gonna obey, do it God’s way;
I’m gonna choose to love 
The way He does.
I’m gonna listen to what He tells me
When I’m making decisions.
(Repeat)

(Verse)
When I look to the left
And look to the right,
Everyone I see,
I’m gonna treat them right;
I’ll shake a hand, be a friend
Like Jesus is to me.  

(Repeat Chorus) (Repeat Verse 2x) 
(Repeat Chorus)
When I’m making decisions, (Repeat)

Words and music by Paul Marino and 
Jeremy Johnson. Arranged by Paul 
Marino and Jeremy Johnson. © Copyright 
2020 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. 
by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7138657.

6.  JESUS LOVES ME NO MATTER 
WHAT

(Chorus)
Jesus loves me no matter what,
No matter what, no matter what.
Jesus loves me no matter what;
No matter what happens, He loves.

God sent Jesus to show His love;
Sent from heaven, He came to us
To show me just how much ...
(Repeat All) (Repeat Chorus 2x)

Words and music by Jeffrey B. Scott. 
Arranged by Jeffrey B. Scott. © Copyright 
2017 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. 
by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7087992.

7. LOVE AND HELP
Love and help is what I can do. 
I can be kind and quiet, too.
I can give my friends a hug or two.  
I can show them love 
And say, “Thank you.”

Words and music by Wayne Tester. 
© Copyright 2012 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org). 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI #6619686.

8. CHOOSE
I will choose, I will choose, 
I will choose to *be kind, ev’ry day.
I will obey. I will choose. 
I will choose. I will choose.

*2. love others
 3. help others

Words and music by Amy Susan Foster. 
© Copyright 2004 McKinney Music, Inc. 
(BMI) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org). 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI #4463425.

9. GOD MADE FAMILY
(Verse)
God made the sun, the moon, 
And the stars and everything.
Then He made people 
And started creating families.
He made us to love and to care and 

show all of the love He has given. 
So I will love all my family as long as 

I am livin’.

(Chorus) 
God made family; God made family. 
He puts us together so we can see
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How loving each other 
Is what we need.
God made family; God made family.
Working together, giving love freely,
We can make this world better, 
Starting with you and me.
God made family.

Words and music by Sarah Smith. 
Arranged by Tyler Smith. © Copyright 
2020 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. 
by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7138655.

10. THE BEGINNING
God made all the shining stars, 
Blinking, twinkling from afar.
He looked down and smiled 
And said, “It’s so good what I have 

made.”
God created everything 
In the beginning.

God made all the birds and bees, 
Singing, humming in the trees.
He looked down and smiled 
And said, “It’s so good what I have 

made.”
God created everything 
In the beginning.

God made people big and small; 
Some are little; some are tall.
He looked down and smiled 
And said, “It’s so good what I have 

made.”
God created everything 
In the beginning.

Words and music by Eleanor J. Maus. 
© Copyright 2010 Broadman Press 
(SESAC) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org). 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI #5656602.

11.  EVERYTHING IN THE 
UNIVERSE

(Chorus)
God made everything; 
God made everything, (kids)
(Repeat 2x)
In the universe,
In the universe. (kids)

Zoom like a comet; rise like the sun;
Set like the moon; 
Let’s twinkle like a star.
(Repeat Chorus)

Float like a cloud;
Soar like an asteroid;
Spin like a planet;
C’mon, race like a meteor.
(Repeat Chorus)

Words and music by Wayne Tester and Esther 
Maus-Tester. Arranged by Paul Marino and 
Jeremy Johnson. © Copyright 2016 Van Ness 
Press, Inc. (ASCAP)/McKinney Music, Inc. 
(BMI)/Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. 
by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7067083.

12.  THANK YOU FOR 
EVERYTHING

Words and music by Jeremy Johnson 
and Paul Marino. Arranged by Jeremy 
Johnson and Paul Marino. © Copyright 
2016 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. 
by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7056492.

13. FAMILY RECIPE
Words and music by Sheryl D. Horton. 
© Copyright 1998 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org). 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI #7056492.

14. MY FATHER’S WORLD
This is my Father’s world, 
And to my listening ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world; 
Take comfort in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and 

seas; 
His hand the wonders wrought. 

(Chorus)
From mountains high
To oceans deep,
This is my Father’s world.
In everything
I give Him praise;
This is my Father’s world.

This is my Father’s world, 
And to my listening ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father’s world; 
The battle is not done. 
Jesus who died will be satisfied, 
And earth and heaven be one. 
(Repeat Chorus)

Words by Maltbie D. Babcock. Tune Terra 
Beata. New words by Jeffrey B. Scott. 
Arranged by Jeffrey B. Scott. © Copyright 
2018 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. 
by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7102786.

15. GOD IS GOOD MEDLEY
Arranged by Ted Wilson.
Includes God Is So Good. Music: Traditional.
and Sweet Hour of Prayer. Music by William 
B. Bradbury.

and Worthy of Worship. Music by Mark 
Blankenship.
© Copyright 1988 and this arrangement 
© 2009 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) /
McKinney Music, Inc. (BMI) (admin. by 
LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #82869/
CCLI #7139459.

16. PEACE AND QUIET
Music by Barny Robertson © Copyright 
2009 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) (admin. 
by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #5682944.

17. I WILL CLAP MY HANDS
I will *clap my hands, (Repeat 2x)
And praise You, God.
(Repeat)

(Chorus)
I like to praise You with all of my 

heart; (Repeat)

*2, pat my legs
 3. nod my head
 4. tap my toes

Words and music by Joanne Brown LeDoux. 
© Copyright 2005 McKinney Music, Inc. 
(BMI) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org). 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI #4487449.

18. MOVING
*Hop like a bunny;
Waddle like a duck;
Sway like an elephant;
Fly like a bird;
We like to move. (Repeat)

*Substitute: 1. Fly like a bird; Slither 
like a snake; Wiggle like a worm; 
Flutter like a butterfly. 2. Scamper 
like a puppy; Patter like a penguin; 
Bend like a tree; Float like a cloud.

Words and music by Esther Maus-Tester. 
© Copyright 2012 McKinney Music, Inc. 
(BMI) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org). 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI #7062496.

19. BAYOU BEAT
Words and music by Linda L. Walker. 
© Copyright 1999 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o 
Music Services, www.musicservices.org). 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CCLI #4841164.

20. SOUNDS AT CHURCH
piano; teacher telling snippet of 
Bible story; coins dropping; 
chimes/bells; organ; child singing 
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with Parents

Admit Believe Confess
Admit to God that you are a sinner. 
The first people God created chose 
to sin and disobey God. Ever since 
then, all people have chosen to sin 
and disobey. (Romans 3:23) Tell 
God you messed up and you are 
sorry for doing your own thing and 
turning away from Him through 
your thoughts, words, and actions. 
Repent, turn away from your sin. 
(Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9) Repent doesn’t 
just mean turning from doing bad 
things to doing good things. It 
means turning from sin and even 
from your own good works and 
turning to Jesus, trusting only in Him 
to save you.

Believe that Jesus is God’s Son and 
accept God’s gift of forgiveness 
from sin. You must believe that 
only Jesus can save you and you 
cannot save yourself from your sin 
problem—not even by praying to 
God, going to church, or reading 
your Bible. Your faith or your trust 
is only in Jesus and what He did 
for you through His life, death, and 
resurrection. (Acts 16:31; Acts 4:12; 
John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9)

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ 
as Savior and Lord. Tell God and tell 
others what you believe. If Jesus is 
your Savior, you are trusting only in 
Him to save you. Jesus is also Lord, 
which means He is in charge and 
calling the shots in your life. You 
can start following Him and doing 
what He says in the Bible. You are 
born again into a new life and look 
forward to being with God forever. 
(Romans 10:9-10,13)

The word gospel means “good news.”  
It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation.  

Use the following guide to share the gospel.

 God rules. The Bible tells us God created everything, including you and me, and He is in charge 
of everything. Invite a volunteer to recite Genesis 1:1 from memory or read it from his Bible. Read 
Revelation 4:11 and Colossians 1:16-17.

 We sinned. Since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God (Romans 3:23). 
The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

 God provided. Read John 3:16 aloud. God sent His Son Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, 
to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. 
Jesus alone saves us. Read Ephesians 2:8-9.

 Jesus gives. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus 
gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

 We respond. We can respond to Jesus. “The ABCs of Becoming a Christian” is a simple tool that 
helps us remember how to respond when prompted by the Holy Spirit to the gift Jesus offers.



Session 1

SAMUEL IN THE 
TABERNACLE

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED
 ⋅blocks, picture 
of your church or 
other churches, 
tape, toy cars

 ⋅construction 
paper, stickers, 
markers

 ⋅Bible, dolls, 
blankets, baby-
care items

 ⋅music CD with 
songs about 
God, baby rattles 
or other baby 
noisemakers

Session 2

THE PEOPLE 
SANG

 

VOLUNTEERS 
WILL NEED

 ⋅blocks

 ⋅Bible, large sheets 
of paper, markers, 
crayons 

 ⋅CD of praise 
songs

 ⋅toy tools, 
measuring tapes, 
safety goggles, 
tool belts or 
aprons, clipboards 
with paper, 
pencils

 ⋅construction 
paper, tape, music 
CD

Session 3

PEOPLE PRAYED 
FOR PETER

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED
 ⋅beanbag

 ⋅Bible, a few 
books and dolls, 
blankets or beach 
towels

 ⋅paper strips, 
marker, shape 
stickers, crayons

 ⋅paper, scissors, 
markers, tape, 
crayons

 ⋅paper, marker, 
tape

Session 4

THE ANTIOCH 
CHURCH 
HELPED

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED
 ⋅toy microphones

 ⋅construction 
paper squares, 
crayons, 
children’s scissors

 ⋅empty food boxes, 
reusable grocery 
bags

 ⋅puzzles of foods

Unit 1. Worshiping God

Coordinator’s Page

BONUS TEACHING HOUR  
for 3s–Pre-K
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Volunteers

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

UNIT 1
Session 1: June 7
Session 2: June 14
Session 3: June 21
Session 4: June 28

© 2020 LifeWay 

RESTROOM BREAK/WASH HANDS
(5 minutes)

ENJOY A SNACK
(5 minutes)

GROUP TIME/BIBLE STORY
(10–15 minutes)

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
(35 minutes)

CLEAN UP
(5 minutes)

CLOSING ACTIVITY
(10 minutes)

DISMISS
(5 minutes)

REMINDERS
 » Use a calm, quiet voice.
 » Focus attention on the children.
 » Review parents’ instructions and medical information for each child.
 » Release children to authorized adults only.
 » Thank families for bringing their children to church.

BTH–2      U n i t 1



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 1, 
SESSION 1

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People use the Bible to 
learn about God and Jesus 
at church.

LIFE POINT
People at church learn 
about God.

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

WEEKLY VERSE
I will teach you the way to 
go. Psalm 32:8

SAMUEL IN THE TABERNACLE

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Direct the preschoolers to walk backward to group time. Tell them to walk 
slowly and carefully.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON 1 SAMUEL 1:24-28; 2:18-26; 3

 » Welcome preschoolers to group time and ask them to tell about their 
favorite things to do at church. Comment that today they will hear about a 
boy who learned to be a helper at church.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » Hannah took her son Samuel to the tent church in Shiloh. She wanted him 
to meet Eli, the helper (priest) at the church.
 » Hannah reminded Eli she had prayed for a baby. She told Eli that Samuel 
could be his helper at church.
 » Eli taught Samuel to listen to God. Samuel learned to do the things God 
wanted him to do.
 » Samuel grew and learned to serve God.
 » People listened to Samuel because they knew Samuel loved God and 
listened to God’s words.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Who took Samuel to the tent church in Shiloh?
 » Who was the helper (priest) at the tent church?
 » Who taught Samuel to listen to God and serve Him?
 » Who listened to Samuel?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Remind the children that people at church learn about God.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”:
We learn at church,
We learn at church,
About God, about God.
We hear Bible stories,
We hear Bible verses,
Sing and pray, sing and pray.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open your Bible to Psalm 32:8. Say the verse. Ask 
the girls to repeat it. Then ask the boys to repeat it. 
Repeat again with everyone saying it together.
 
PRAY
Pray that the preschoolers will continue to learn 
about God as Samuel did. Thank God for your 
church where you can learn about Him. Offer 
preschoolers opportunities to pray, too.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People at church 
learn about God.

1. Build a church. Invite children to build a church 
with blocks. Provide a photograph of your 
church or look at pictures of churches on a 
smartphone or tablet. Talk about the things that 
preschoolers do at church. Ask why people go 
to church. Name ways people learn about God 
at your church. Use tape to make a parking lot 
for toy cars around the church building. Drive 
toy cars to the block church and park in the 
parking lot. Talk about the Bible story. Note that 
Samuel learned to listen to God and know what 
to do while he was in the tent church.

2. Make a card for a teacher. Fold construction 
paper in half. Offer stickers or markers for 
children to use to decorate the paper and 
make cards. Tell preschoolers they can 
give their cards to a teacher, the pastor, or 
someone else at church who helps them learn 
about God. Remind the children that Eli was 
Samuel’s teacher at church and that Eli helped 
Samuel learn more about God. Encourage 
older preschoolers to write a message in their 
cards. Or print the words a child dictates as a 
message in the card. Pray and thank God for  
 

your church where people use the Bible to 
learn about God and Jesus. 

3. Care for a baby. Wrap a doll in a blanket. Invite 
preschoolers to care for the baby dolls. Offer 
any available baby-care items for children to 
use. Talk about the Bible story with children 
and remind them that Hannah prayed for a 
baby. God answered her prayer and gave her a 
baby boy whom she named Samuel. Encourage 
children to name ways that parents care for 
babies. Tell the children that Hannah took 
Samuel to live at the tent church when he was 
a boy. Say that Hannah wanted Samuel to learn 
about God and help at the tent church. Help a 
child open the Bible to 1 Samuel 1 and find the 
Bible story.

4. Listen to music. Listen to available music, 
especially songs about God. Sing along and 
shake baby rattles or other baby noisemaking 
toys. Talk about Hannah and baby Samuel. 
Say that babies, children, and adults can learn 
about God at church.

CLEAN UP
Ask children to clean up their toys and materials. 
Guide them to store items neatly and leave the 
room ready for the next group. Thank the children 
for helping.

PLAY “LISTEN AND WHISPER”
Whisper “God loves you” to the children. Encourage 
them to whisper the message back to you. Repeat 
the whisper message, inserting each child’s name 
such as “God loves Colton. God loves Audrey.” 
Preschoolers can whisper the name messages back 
to you. Say that Samuel learned to listen to God and 
do what God said. Comment that people listened 
to Samuel because they knew he listened carefully 
to what God told him. Whisper and repeat other 
messages, such as “I will teach you the way to go” 
and “People at church learn about God.”  

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and 
belongings. Thank them for coming. 
Remind parents to review the Bible 
story on the Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 1, 
SESSION 2

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People at church worship 
by singing, talking to God, 
and listening to Bible 
stories.

LIFE POINT
People at church sing and 
thank God.

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

WEEKLY VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

THE PEOPLE SANG

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Invite the children to come quickly to group time. Ask about their favorite song 
to sing at church. (Sing one or two of the songs if time allows.) Comment that 
today children will hear about a time when people sang songs to God.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON EZRA 2:68-70; 3:1-13

 » Comment that the people had been gone from Jerusalem for a long time. 
When they came back to Jerusalem, they found that the temple had been 
destroyed. They were sad, but they made a plan to rebuild it. 

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » The people wanted to help rebuild the temple in Jerusalem.
 » Some people gave money to buy supplies and pay the builders who 
worked.
 » The people gave offerings and worshiped God.
 » The workers finished the first part of the temple, the foundation.
 » The people celebrated that the temple was being rebuilt. 
 » The church helpers played music, and the people sang to God. 
 » The people thanked God. The people sang, “God is good. God loves us.”
 » Everyone around Jerusalem heard the happy shouts and songs.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » What did the people want to do?
 » Why did the people give money?
 » What part of the temple was finished?
 » How did the people celebrate?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Remind the children that people at church sing and thank God.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”:
People rebuilt the temple, 
The temple, the temple.
People rebuilt the temple; 
They built the foundation.

People sang some happy songs, 
Happy songs, happy songs.
People sang some happy songs;
They praised God and thanked Him!

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to Psalm 95:6. Read the Bible verse. 
Say the verse together. Create motions for the 
words come, worship, and God. Use the motions as 
you repeat the verse with boys and girls.
 
PRAY
Pray, thanking God for your church building where 
you can come to learn about God and Jesus. Thank 
God for people who help families sing songs to 
God at church. Invite volunteers to pray thank-you 
prayers, too.   

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People at church 
sing and thank God.

1. Copy a block structure. Stack 4–5 blocks into 
a tower or structure. Encourage children to 
build similar structures with other blocks. Build 
a new structure for children to copy. Or ask 
a preschooler to build a structure for others 
to copy. If preschoolers want to create other 
structures or play in other ways with the blocks, 
encourage their ideas. Comment that the 
people of Jerusalem remembered their temple 
and wanted to rebuild it. Say that the people 
celebrated when the foundation was complete. 
The people sang and thanked God. Talk about 
times the preschoolers sing and thank God at 
your church.

2. Draw things you see at church. Fold large 
sheets of paper into fourths. Open the paper 
and draw lines on each fold line. Encourage 
children to draw things they see at church. They 
can draw a different picture in each section of 
their paper. Label each drawing if desired. Pray 
together, thanking God for a church where you 

can sing and thank God. Open the Bible and 
read the Bible verse.

3. Move to music. Play familiar praise songs and 
encourage preschoolers to move to the music. 
Give suggested movements, such as wave 
arms over your head, sway back and forth, or 
turn around slowly. Talk about the Bible story, 
emphasizing how the people celebrated. 
Comment that people at your church sing and 
thank God; say that singing and thanking God 
are ways to worship Him. 

4. Use toy tools. Provide toy tools, measuring 
tapes, safety goggles, tool belts or tool aprons, 
clipboards with paper, and pencils. Invite 
preschoolers to play out being builders. They 
can hammer on tables or the floor. They can 
draw “plans” on the clipboards. Talk about the 
Bible story. Tell the children that workers rebuilt 
the foundation for the temple. Comment that 
builders built your church building, too. Say that 
people at church can sing and thank God. Pray, 
thanking God for your church building.

CLEAN UP
Guide children to clean up. Give a minute or two 
of warning to children who are actively involved 
such as “We will clean up when that song ends” 
or “Finish drawing the window quickly. It is time to 
clean up.”

PLAY “MUSICAL SPOTS”
Tape on the floor in a circle one piece of 
construction paper for each child. Play music and 
encourage the children to walk around the outside 
of the circle of construction paper. When the music 
stops, guide children to stand on a piece of paper. 
Call out a color and invite the children standing on 
that color to tell something they remember from 
the Bible story. Restart the music and tell children 
to walk around the circle again. Stop the music and 
call a color. Ask preschoolers to tell something they 
do at church. Repeat until parents arrive.

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and 
belongings. Thank them for coming. 
Remind parents to review the Bible 
story on the Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 1  
SESSION 3

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People at church worship 
by singing, talking to God, 
and listening to Bible 
stories.

LIFE POINT
People at church pray for 
others.

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

WEEKLY VERSE
Pray for one another. 
James 5:16

PEOPLE PRAYED FOR PETER

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help. 

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Lead the children to walk to group time. Toss a beanbag to one child. Allow 
the child holding the beanbag to tell one thing he can pray about. Pray briefly, 
asking God to hear the preschoolers’ prayers. 

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON ACTS 12:1-19

 » Comment that in today’s Bible story we will hear about a time when 
people prayed for someone in a difficult situation. Remind the children that 
praying together is a very important thing that churches do. 

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » Peter told many people about Jesus.
 » The king decided to put Peter in jail to stop Peter from telling about Jesus.
 » Peter’s church friends gathered to pray for him.
 » An angel appeared while Peter was in jail. 
 » The angel led Peter out of the jail and into the city.
 » Peter went to the house where his friends were. 
 » They were surprised to see that he was out of jail.
 » Peter told them about God sending the angel, and he thanked his friends 
for praying.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Why did the king put Peter in jail?
 » What did Peter’s church friends do?
 » How did Peter get out of jail?
 » What did Peter do after he was out of jail?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Remind the children that people at church pray for others.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge”:
Peter’s friends all prayed for him, 
Prayed for him, prayed for him.
Peter’s friends all prayed for him;
He was in jail.

An angel led him from the jail, 
From the jail, from the jail.
An angel led him from the jail;
God heard their prayers.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open your Bible to James 5:16 as you say the verse. 
Lead the children to repeat the verse. Guide the 
preschoolers to stand on the first word, sit on the 
second word, stand on the third word, and sit on the 
fourth word as they repeat the verse.
 
PRAY
Thank God that we can talk to Him and pray. Thank 
Him for helping people when we pray for them. 
Offer opportunities for preschoolers to pray, too. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People at church 
pray for others.

1. Pretend to sleep. Spread blankets, beach 
towels, or rest mats in one area of the room. 
Place a few books and dolls on the blankets. 
Invite preschoolers to play out getting ready 
for bed and to pretend to sleep on the floor. 
Talk about the Bible story. Note that Peter was 
asleep when the angel came to help him. Say 
that the church friends prayed for Peter. God 
heard the prayers and sent the angel to help 
Peter. Open a Bible to Acts 12 and find Peter’s 
name in the Bible.

2. Make a bookmark. Print the Weekly Verse on 
strips of paper. Give each child a strip. Offer 
shape stickers and crayons to decorate around 
the verse. Suggest that the children draw 
pictures to remind them to pray for people 
they know. Read and repeat the verse several 
times. Say that people at your church pray for 
one another and for others. If available, show 
a prayer list from your church. Or list needs of 
people in your church. Lead preschoolers to 
pray for these people.

3. Make a prayer chain. Cut strips of paper 
about 1 inch by 9 inches. Help the children 
print names of people on the strips that they 
want to pray for (one person per strip). Print 
the names lightly for preschoolers who want 
to trace them. Younger preschoolers can draw 
faces or other representations for the people. 
Help preschoolers tape a strip into a loop and 
then continue to add links to make a chain. 
Talk about the Bible story. Say that the church 
people prayed for Peter when he was in jail. 
Add that people in your church can pray for 
others when they are sick or need help. Pray 
for people the children list.

4. Step on the Bible verse. Print the words of 
the verse on paper, one word per page. Tape 
the words in order on the floor. Add additional 
pieces of paper to make a longer path, as 
you choose. Lead preschoolers to take turns 
stepping on the words of the verse as you say 
the verse together. Tell the preschoolers that 
people at your church pray for one another 
and for others. Suggest that preschoolers hop 
from word to word or move in other ways on 
the verse words. Pray, thanking God for your 
church and for people who pray there. 

CLEAN UP
Assign specific jobs to each child at cleanup time. 
Thank the children for helping.

PLAY FOLLOW-THE-LEADER
Choose a leader and guide the children to follow 
the leader around the room. Change the leader 
frequently so other children can lead. Comment 
that Peter was in jail when the angel came. Peter 
followed the angel out of jail. Guide the children to 
recall other details of the Bible story. As they follow 
the leader, lead them to repeat the Life Point.

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and belongings. 
Thank them for coming. Remind parents to review 
the Bible story on the Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 1, 
SESSION 4

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People at church help 
others.

LIFE POINT
People at church give and 
help others.

UNIT VERSE
Come, let us worship God. 
Psalm 95:6

WEEKLY VERSE
Help one another in love. 
Galatians 5:13

THE ANTIOCH CHURCH HELPED

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Guide preschoolers to walk to group time with partners. Ask children to name 
ways that your church helps others. (Prompt as needed, mentioning food 
ministries, clothes closets, and other ways your church helps your community.)

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON ACTS 11:19-30

 » Comment that in today’s Bible story, people in two churches helped each 
other. Ask the children to listen to find out how each church helped the 
other church. Open your Bible to Acts 11 as you tell the story.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » The people in the Jerusalem church sent Barnabas to visit the Antioch 
church. Barnabas helped the people know more about Jesus.
 » Barnabas went to get Saul. Barnabas and Saul led and taught the people.
 » A prophet (man who spoke God’s message) said people in Judea would 
soon be hungry. Not enough food would grow for the people.
 » The people in the Antioch church gave food and money to help the church 
in Judea.
 » Barnabas and Saul took the offerings to Judea.
 » The people in Judea were thankful that the Antioch church helped them.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Who sent Barnabas to visit the Antioch church?
 » Who worked with Barnabas to teach the people in Antioch?
 » What did the prophet say would happen in Judea soon?
 » How did the people in Antioch help the people in Judea?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Remind the children that people at church give and help others.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:
The Antioch church gave,
The Antioch church gave,
To help the hungry people.
The Antioch church gave.
(Repeat the song using the name of your church 
and naming ways your church helps.)

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Find the Weekly Verse in the Bible. Read the verse 
to boys and girls. Lead children to clap a steady 
beat and repeat the verse with you. Guide children 
to recall how the Antioch church helped. Name 
ways that your church helps others.

PRAY
Take prayer requests and pray, thanking God 
for churches that help others. Thank Him for 
your church being able to help others, too. Offer 
volunteers opportunities to pray.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People at church 
give and help others.

1. Use a toy microphone. Locate a toy 
microphone (or make microphones by covering 
paper towel tubes with foil). Encourage children 
to tell each other about Jesus. Take turns telling 
stories, saying Bible verses, and singing songs 
about Jesus. Comment that Barnabas and Saul 
told about Jesus. Play songs about church 
and use the microphones as you sing. Tell the 
children that the church in Antioch gave to help 
people who needed food. Say that your church 
gives to help people in need, too. Open the 
Bible and find today’s verse. Read and repeat 
the verse with children.

2. Cut hearts. Gather construction paper squares, 
crayons, and children’s scissors. Guide the 
children to fold the construction paper in half. 
Starting at the folded edge, lead the children 
to draw a diagonal line toward the open edges, 
then a half circle from the end of the diagonal 
line back to the folded edge (to make an ice 
cream cone shape). Cut on the crayon line and 
open to find a heart. Comment that the church 
in Antioch showed their love for Jesus when 

they sent food to Jerusalem. Lead the children 
to decorate their heart shapes. Print the Life 
Point on the heart shapes so preschoolers can 
remember that people at church help others. 
Note: Some preschoolers are still developing 
their cutting skills. Allow children to cut the 
paper as they choose instead of cutting hearts.

3. Play with empty food containers. Gather 
empty food boxes. Provide reusable grocery 
bags. Encourage the children to pack the boxes 
in the bags and pretend to take food to hungry 
people. Comment that hungry people are 
thankful when someone helps them have food. 
Talk about the Bible story.

4. Work food puzzles. Gather several puzzles that 
show foods. Invite the preschoolers to work the 
puzzles. Retell the Bible story as the children 
work. Comment: “The people in the church in 
Judea did not have enough food. The people 
in the Antioch church sent food and money to 
help them.” Help a preschooler open the Bible 
to Acts 11.

CLEAN UP
Give a few minutes warning to groups of children 
playing. Say: “We will clean up in three minutes.” 
Give each child a specific task.

PLAY OUT WAYS TO HELP OTHERS
Choose a volunteer to play out a way that he could 
help others. Prompt as needed with whispered 
ideas like baking cookies with mom, making a card, 
taking out the trash, helping clean up toys, watching 
a baby brother or sister, helping pick up sticks in the 
yard, calling mom when a friend skins his knee, and 
so forth. Encourage other children to guess what he 
is doing. When the action is guessed, say the Life 
Point together. Choose another volunteer to play 
out a new way to help.

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and belongings. 
Thank them for coming. Remind parents to review 
the Bible story on the Kids Activity Page.



Session 1

GIDEON 
OBEYED GOD

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED
 ⋅paper plates, 
marker, crayons, 
stickers, large 
plastic cups

 ⋅Printables: 
“Allergy Alert,” 
play dough, round 
cookie cutters

 ⋅colored 
pom-poms, 
clothespins, cups

 ⋅rhythm 
instruments, 
craft sticks, or 
unsharpened 
pencils; music CD

Session 2

ISAAC WAS 
KIND

 

VOLUNTEERS 
WILL NEED

 ⋅heavyweight 
paper, crayons, 
watercolor paints, 
paintbrushes

 ⋅Bible, wooden 
or plastic people 
figures, wooden 
blocks  

 ⋅Bible, paper, 
marker, tape 

 ⋅parachute or 
round tablecloth, 
foam balls

 ⋅beanbag

Session 3

MARY SHOWED 
LOVE TO JESUS

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED
 ⋅chenille stems, 
plastic pony 
beads

 ⋅dishpans, water, 
liquid soap, 
sponges, hand 
towels, plastic 
dishes

 ⋅paper, crayons

 ⋅paper, sticky 
notes, marker, 
coin or plastic 
disk

Session 4

THE KIND MAN 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
WILL NEED

 ⋅paper plates, 
markers, pencil, 
stickers, hole 
punch, yarn

 ⋅wooden blocks, 
people figures

 ⋅first aid supplies 
(elastic bandages, 
self-adhesive 
bandages, gauze, 
sling, etc.)

 ⋅foam ball, music 
CD

Unit 2. Making Choices

Coordinator’s Page

BONUS TEACHING HOUR  
for 3s–Pre-K
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Volunteers

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

UNIT 2
Session 1: July 5
Session 2: July 12
Session 3: July 19
Session 4: July 26

© 2020 LifeWay 

RESTROOM BREAK/WASH HANDS
(5 minutes)

ENJOY A SNACK
(5 minutes)

GROUP TIME/BIBLE STORY
(10–15 minutes)

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
(35 minutes)

CLEAN UP
(5 minutes)

CLOSING ACTIVITY
(10 minutes)

DISMISS
(5 minutes)

REMINDERS
 » Use a calm, quiet voice.
 » Focus attention on the children.
 » Review parents’ instructions and medical information for each child.
 » Release children to authorized adults only.
 » Thank families for bringing their children to church.

BTH–12      U n i t 2



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 2  
SESSION 1

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows me to make 
right and wrong choices.

LIFE POINT
People can choose to obey 
God.

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

WEEKLY VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

GIDEON OBEYED GOD

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Invite preschoolers to move to the group-time area by marching in a line with 
one hand in the air as if holding a torch.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON JUDGES 6:11-40; 7:1-22

 » Share that in today’s Bible story, Gideon chose to obey God. Open your 
Bible to Judges 6 and tell the story.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » The Israelite people prayed for help because the Midianites were stealing 
their crops.
 » God chose Gideon to save the Israelites from the Midianites. God 
promised to be with Gideon.
 » God told Gideon to choose 300 men for his army. 
 » Gideon gave each man a trumpet, a torch, and a clay pitcher to cover the 
torch. 
 » Gideon and his army surrounded the Midianites at night. They blew their 
trumpets, smashed their pitchers, and shouted.
 » The Midianites began to fight one another and run away. Gideon and his 
army defeated them.
 » Gideon obeyed God and saved his people.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Who did God choose to save the Israelites from the Midianites?
 » What did Gideon give each man in his army?
 » When did Gideon’s army surround the Midianites?
 » Did Gideon’s army defeat the Midianites?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Say that people can choose to obey God. 

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e   3 s – P r e - K    BTH–13
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Thank you 
for serving!
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”:
I can choose to obey God, 
Obey God, obey God.
I can choose to obey God, 
Each and every day.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to Joshua 24:24 and read the Bible 
verse. Form two groups of preschoolers. Lead the 
groups to stand on opposite sides of the room. 
Invite one group to say: “We will” and the other 
group to respond by saying: “Obey God.” Say the 
phrases back and forth. Switch phrases with both 
groups and repeat the activity.
 
PRAY
Ask God to help preschoolers make right choices. 
Pray that families in your church would choose to 
obey God.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People can 
choose to obey God.

1. Toss a ring. Give each child a paper plate 
with the center cut out of it. Print We will obey 
God. Joshua 24:24 around the perimeter of 
each plate. (Older pre-kindergartners may be 
able to print some letters or words.) Guide 
preschoolers to decorate their plates with 
crayons and stickers. Mention that the “O” 
shape of the plate can remind them to obey. 
Share that people can choose to obey God. 
Place large plastic cups on the floor (open side 
down). Invite preschoolers to try to toss their 
rings onto the cups.

2. Create with play dough. Post an allergy alert. 
Place play dough and round cookie cutters on a 
table. Allow children to engage in free play with 
the play dough. Assist preschoolers in making 
circles with play dough using round cookie 
cutters. Or suggest a child make a long “snake” 
and curl it into a circle. Comment that a circle 
can remind them of the first letter of the word 
obey. Talk about the Bible story. Emphasize the 
ways that Gideon obeyed God. Say that just like 
Gideon obeyed God, we can choose to obey 
God, too. 

3. Sort the objects. Spread an assortment of 
colored pom-poms on a table. Give each 
child a clothespin. Demonstrate how to 
use the clothespin to pick up a pom-pom. 
Guide boys and girls to sort different-colored 
pom-poms into cups using the clothespins. As 
children begin, make sure they are following 
instructions. Suggest children make patterns 
with the pom-poms. Call out colors of pom-
poms for the children to find and place in a line. 
Remind preschoolers that they can choose to 
do what you asked them to do. Say that people 
can choose to obey God. God allows people 
to make right and wrong choices. Choosing to 
obey God is a right choice.

4. Play music. Offer available rhythm instruments, 
or give each child a pair of craft sticks or 
unsharpened pencils. Play songs about God 
or sing a song together. Lead boys and girls to 
use instruments or tap sticks with the songs. 
Say that Gideon and his men obeyed God. 
They blew trumpets and held up torches to 
fight the Midianites. Sing the song in “Sing 
Together.” Click the sticks as you sing. Help 
preschoolers think of ways that people obey 
God today. Say today’s Bible verse with 
preschoolers.

CLEAN UP
Guide preschoolers to clean up their activities. 
Thank them for obeying the instructions to clean up.

PLAY A GAME
Play a version of the game of “Simon Says.” 
Use your name in place of “Simon.” Say: “____ 
(your name) says” and name an action. Guide 
preschoolers to perform the action you stated. 
Repeat your name with different actions. Remind 
children they can choose to obey the leader in this 
game, just like people can choose to obey God. 
With older preschoolers, choose a volunteer to lead 
the game. Switch leaders often.

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and 
belongings. Thank them for coming. 
Remind parents to review the Bible 
story on the Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 2, 
SESSION 2

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows me to make 
right and wrong choices.

LIFE POINT
People can choose to get 
along with others.

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

WEEKLY VERSE
Do good to everyone. 
Galatians 6:10

ISAAC WAS KIND

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Guide preschoolers to move to group time by calling children individually, 
giving them a high five and saying, “_______ (child’s name), let’s get along 
with others.”

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON GENESIS 26:12-33

 » Gather preschoolers in a circle on the floor. Open a Bible to Genesis 26. 
Say that in today’s Bible story, a man named Isaac chose to get along with 
the people around him.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » Some people did not like Isaac because he had many animals and food.
 » People put dirt in Isaac’s well, so he did not have water. Isaac chose to 
move and dig a new well.
 » People who lived there said the water belonged to them. 
 » Isaac’s helpers dug a new well, but the people said it belonged to them. 
 » Isaac chose to move again and dig a new well. No one argued or wanted 
to take this well. There was plenty of water for everyone.
 » The people decided to be kind to Isaac.
 » God took care of Isaac, his people, and his animals.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » What did the people do to Isaac’s well?
 » What happened when Isaac’s helpers dug a new well?
 » Who took care of Isaac and his people?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Say that people can choose to get along with others.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”:
Do good to everyone. 
Do good to everyone.
You can choose to do what’s right; 
Do good to everyone.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Place a bookmark at Galatians 6:10. Guide children 
to take turns opening the Bible to the verse. When a 
child opens the Bible, say the Bible verse together 
as a group. Give each child a turn.
 
PRAY
Thank God for helping preschoolers make right 
choices. Ask God to help people choose to get 
along with others. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People can 
choose to get along with others.

1. Paint with watercolors. Give each child a piece 
of heavyweight paper, crayons, and a set of 
watercolor paints. Guide preschoolers to draw 
or write on papers with crayons. Tell them to 
watercolor paint over the crayon designs. Note: 
Some preschoolers may want to paint only 
without drawing. Talk about the Bible story. 
Ask preschoolers to tell what Isaac used to get 
water (well). Mention that Isaac chose to get 
along with others. He did not choose to fight 
or argue with the people around him. Say that 
children and families can choose to get along 
with others, too.

2. Use people figures. Place wooden or plastic 
people figures with the wooden blocks. Lead 
the preschoolers to build with the blocks and 
use the people figures to play out situations 
where people are getting along. Open a 
Bible to Galatians 6:10. Read the verse aloud. 
Say that God wants people to do good to 
others. Remind preschoolers that they can 
choose to get along with others, especially the 
preschoolers who come together each week at 
church. Talk about ways children can choose to 
get along at church.

3. Hop on words. Print the Life Point on paper, 
one word per sheet. Tape the papers in 

order in a line on the floor. Open a Bible to 
Galatians 6:10. Read and repeat the Bible verse. 
Invite preschoolers to hop on the words of the 
Life Point. Say each word as a group when a 
child hops on it. Talk about ways preschoolers 
can get along with others at church and at 
home.

4. Play with a parachute. Spread a parachute 
or round tablecloth on the floor. Guide 
preschoolers to stand around the perimeter. 
Place a few foam balls or wadded paper balls 
in the center of the parachute. Lead children to 
work together to lift it up and down, trying to 
keep the balls on the parachute. When a ball 
falls from the parachute, call a child’s name 
to help get the ball and place it back on the 
parachute. Remark that people can choose 
to get along with others. Thank preschoolers 
for working together to keep the balls on 
the parachute. Remove the balls from the 
parachute. Move the parachute up and down 
together in a steady rhythm and repeat the 
Bible verse or Life Point.

CLEAN UP
Instruct children to work together to clean up their 
activities. Thank them for making right choices.

MAKE A CHOICE
Say that God allows people to make right and 
wrong choices. People make many choices each 
day. Play a game of “Would You Rather?” Toss a 
beanbag to a child and ask a “would you rather” 
question. (Examples: Would you rather be kind 
or unkind? Eat pizza or popcorn? Have a pet 
rhinoceros or cheetah?) When the child answers, 
toss the beanbag to another child and let her 
answer. Continue until each child answers the 
question. Use additional questions as time allows. 
Say that choosing to get along is a right choice. 
Toss the beanbag to children, asking them to name 
ways to get along with others.

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and 
belongings. Thank them for coming. 
Remind parents to review the Bible 
story on the Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 2, 
SESSION 3

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows me to make 
right and wrong choices.

LIFE POINT
People can choose to show 
love for Jesus.

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

WEEKLY VERSE
I love You, Jesus.  
John 21:17

MARY SHOWED LOVE TO JESUS

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Invite preschoolers to move to the group-time area by pretending to be on a 
journey to a friend’s house. Lead them to walk around the room before moving 
to group time.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON JOHN 12:1-8

 » As children gather, tell them that Jesus traveled to see some of His friends. 
Say that Mary showed love to Jesus in a very unusual way. Open your 
Bible to John 12 and tell the story.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » Jesus and His helpers visited His friends Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.
 » They had dinner together. Martha served the food.
 » Mary wanted to show love for Jesus. She poured perfume on Jesus’ feet 
and wiped His feet with her hair.
 » One of Jesus’ helpers was not happy. He asked why they did not sell the 
perfume and give the money to the poor. The perfume cost a lot of money.
 » Jesus said to leave Mary alone. She did a loving thing.
 » Jesus was pleased with Mary. Mary showed love to Jesus by pouring 
perfume on His feet.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Whose house did Jesus and His helpers visit?
 » What did Mary pour on Jesus’ feet?
 » What did Mary use to wipe Jesus’ feet?
 » How did Mary show love to Jesus?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Say that people can choose to show love for Jesus.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”:
Jesus, I’ll show love for You, 
Love for You, love for You.
Jesus, I’ll show love for You, 
Show love in all I do.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Review the Bible verse using the following motions: 
I (point to yourself) love (cross arms over chest) You 
(point to sky), Jesus (tap palm of one hand with 
middle finger of other hand and then repeat using 
opposite hand). Repeat the words and motions 
several times. Open the Bible to John 21:17 and 
point to the verse.
 
PRAY
Ask God to help preschoolers and others in your 
church choose to show love for Jesus. Thank God 
for Jesus, His Son.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People can 
choose to show love for Jesus.

1. Make a beaded heart. Distribute a chenille 
stem and plastic pony beads to each child. 
Invite the boys and girls to thread beads on 
the chenille stems, leaving a little room at 
each end. Say the Bible verse and talk about 
the Bible story. When a chenille stem is full, 
twist the two ends together. Challenge the 
children to bend their beaded stems into heart 
shapes. (If they choose not to bend the stems 
or bend into other shapes, that’s okay.) Remind 
preschoolers that Mary showed love to Jesus. 
Help boys and girls name ways people today 
can choose to show love for Jesus. 

2. Wash dishes.  Set up a dishwashing station 
with dishpans, soapy water, clean water, 
sponges, and hand towels. Invite preschoolers 
to wash and dry plastic dishes. Mention that 
Jesus visited His friends Mary, Martha, and 
Lazarus. They ate a meal together. Martha was 
busy preparing the house and food for the 
meal. Talk more about the Bible story. Lead the 
preschoolers to think of ways that Mary and 
Martha showed love to Jesus in their home. Say 
that people today love Jesus, too. 

3. Draw on foot shapes. Guide a preschooler 
to place one foot on a piece of paper on the 
floor. (You can ask children to remove shoes or 
stand on paper with shoes.) Trace around the 
child’s foot. Print on the shape the words I can 
choose to show love for Jesus. Allow children 
to decorate their foot shapes with crayons. 
Review the Bible story. Tell boys and girls that 
Mary showed love to Jesus by pouring perfume 
on His feet and wiping them with her hair. Say 
that boys and girls can remember to show love 
for Jesus when they see their foot shapes at 
home. Talk about ways to show love for Jesus.

4. Uncover the Life Point. Print the Life Point on 
a piece of paper. Cover the words with sticky 
notes. Lead preschoolers to take turns tossing 
a coin or plastic disk onto the covered paper. 
When the coin lands on a sticky note, remove 
that note. Ask preschoolers to tell different 
ways people can show love for Jesus. Continue 
until all sticky notes are removed. Say the Life 
Point. Tell preschoolers to cover the words with 
sticky notes again to replay the game.

CLEAN UP
Guide preschoolers to clean up their activities. 
Thank them for choosing to do what you asked 
them to do.

PLAY A GAME
Demonstrate how to squat on the floor and then 
jump up. Share different statements about ways 
that show and do not show love for Jesus. If the 
statement describes a way to show love, guide 
children to jump up and say, “Yes!” If it does not 
show love for Jesus, guide children to remain 
squatted and say, “No!” Examples include being 
kind to my friends, giving money to help others, 
disobeying parents, not listening during group time, 
and so on. Say the Life Point, jumping up on each 
word.

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and 
belongings. Thank them for coming. 
Remind parents to review the Bible 
story on the Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 2, 
SESSION 4

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows me to make 
right and wrong choices.

LIFE POINT
People can choose to help.

UNIT VERSE
We will obey God.  
Joshua 24:24

WEEKLY VERSE
Love one another.  
1 John 4:7

THE KIND MAN

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Lead preschoolers to high-five two or three friends and move to the group-
time area. Gather preschoolers in a circle on the floor.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON LUKE 10:25-37

 » Tell that in today’s Bible story, a kind man chose to help a hurting man. 
Open a Bible to Luke 10 and tell the Bible story. Lead the preschoolers to 
listen for how the man helped.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » Jesus told a story to teach people about loving God and loving others.
 » A man was walking down the road. 
 » Robbers hurt him, took all he had, and left him hurt on the road.
 » Two men passed by and saw the hurt man, but they did not help.
 » A man from Samaria stopped to help the man.
 » The Samaritan man put bandages on the hurt man. He put the hurt man on 
his donkey and took the man to an inn. 
 » The Samaritan man took care of the hurt man all night.
 » The next day, the Samaritan man paid the owner of the inn to continue 
caring for the hurt man until he was well.
 » Jesus told the people they should be like the kind Samaritan man.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » What happened to the man walking down the road?
 » How many people passed the man and did not help?
 » How did the Samaritan man help the hurt man?
 » What did Jesus tell the people to do?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Say that people can choose to help.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”:

I can choose to help. 
I can choose to help.
God helps me to do what’s right. 
I can choose to help.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to 1 John 4:7 and read the Bible 
verse. Gather preschoolers in a line. Say the verse 
to the first child in line. Guide her to turn to the next 
child in line and say the verse to him. Continue until 
each child has a chance to say the verse.
 
PRAY
Ask God to help preschoolers choose to help 
others. Thank God for helping preschoolers make 
right choices. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: People can 
choose to help.

1. Make a sign. Print on a paper plate for each 
child the words These are my helping hands! 
Trace each child’s hands on the center of the 
plate. Allow children to decorate their plates 
with markers, stickers, and other available art 
supplies. Say that people can choose to help 
others. Talk about ways preschoolers can use 
their hands to help others. Talk about the Bible 
story and the ways the Samaritan man helped 
the hurt man. When a child completes her sign, 
punch two holes in the top of the plate, string 
yarn through the holes, and tie the yarn to 
make a hanger. Tell preschoolers to hang the 
signs in their rooms at home.

2. Retell the Bible story. Guide preschoolers to 
build a road using wooden blocks. Retell the 
Bible story. Invite preschoolers to use people 
figures to play out the Bible story after the man 
is robbed and hurt. They can play out ways 
the Samaritan man helped the hurt man. They 
could build an inn and place the hurt man in 
it. Say that the Samaritan man chose to help 
the hurt man. Ask preschoolers to tell ways 
they can help others. Suggest children build 
structures and play out present-day ways to 
help using the people figures.

3. Look at first aid supplies. Lay an assortment of 
first aid supplies on the table (elastic bandages, 
self-adhesive bandages, gauze squares, gauze 
rolls, sling, and so on). Invite preschoolers to 
investigate and explore the items. Talk about 
ways to use the supplies. Suggest different 
scenarios such as twisting your ankle, hitting 
your head, cutting your knee, hurting your arm, 
and so on. Guide preschoolers to choose which 
first aid supplies they would need to use to 
help. Talk about the Bible story and mention 
ways the Samaritan man helped the hurt man. 

4. Play a game. Comment that people can choose 
to help others. Play a simple game of tag in 
an open space. Choose one child to be “It.” 
Guide “It” to try to tag other preschoolers. If a 
child is tagged, he must sit down in that place. 
Guide other untagged children to give the 
sitting person a high five to stand and return 
to the game. After a few minutes, choose 
another child to be “It.” If all children are tagged 
and sitting, lead the group to say: “Love one 
another!” Then everyone stands and rejoins the 
game. Thank boys and girls for helping each 
other during the game. 

CLEAN UP
Lead preschoolers to help clean up their activities. 
Thank them for making the right choice by choosing 
to help.

PASS THE BALL
Gather preschoolers to sit in a circle on the floor. 
Play upbeat music as children pass a foam ball 
around the circle. Stop the music. Ask the child 
holding the ball to name one way he can help 
others. Tell him to toss the ball across the circle. 
Restart the music and pass the ball again. After 
several turns, lead the child holding the ball to say 
the Bible verse before tossing it. Repeat the activity 
until parents arrive.

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and 
belongings. Thank them for coming. 
Remind parents to review the Bible 
story on the Kids Activity Page.



Session 1

GOD CREATED 
THE WORLD

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED
 ⋅Printables: 
“Allergy Alert,” 
Bible, nature 
items (leaves, 
twigs, rocks, 
flowers, large 
seeds, etc.), play 
dough, small craft 
sticks

 ⋅picture books 
or children’s 
magazines about 
nature

 ⋅artificial or real 
leaves and 
flowers, paper, 
crayons

 ⋅music CD, scarves

Session 2

GOD CREATED 
ANIMALS

 

VOLUNTEERS 
WILL NEED

 ⋅brown 
construction 
paper, child-size 
scissors, white 
paper, glue, yarn, 
small pom-poms

 ⋅Bible, wooden 
puzzles and floor 
puzzles with 
animals 

 ⋅wooden blocks, 
small plastic 
animals

Session 3

GOD CREATED 
PEOPLE

 
VOLUNTEERS 

WILL NEED
 ⋅long sheets of 
paper, crayons

 ⋅paper, marker, 
available items 
(such as paper, 
blocks, markers, 
etc.), rulers, 
yardsticks, tape 
measures

 ⋅different colors 
of construction 
paper, scissors

 ⋅Bible, play dishes

Session 4

GOD PLANNED 
FOR FAMILIES 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
WILL NEED

 ⋅Printables: 
“Allergy Alert,” 
play dough

 ⋅camera phone or 
digital camera, 
crayons, paper

 ⋅Bible, dolls, baby-
care items, small 
dishpan of water, 
towels

 ⋅empty water 
bottles, lids, 
cardboard tubes, 
washable paint, 
shallow pans, 
paper, smocks

 ⋅scrap paper, trash 
can or bucket

Session 5

JOSEPH LOVED 
HIS BROTHERS

 

VOLUNTEERS 
WILL NEED

 ⋅white paper, 
white wax crayon, 
watercolors, 
paintbrushes, 
cups of water

 ⋅smartphone, 
blocks

 ⋅Bible, play food or 
clean empty food 
boxes

 ⋅sticky notes, 
markers, paper

 ⋅paper, marker, 
tape

Unit 3. In the Beginning

Coordinator’s Page

BONUS TEACHING HOUR  
for 3s–Pre-K
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Volunteers

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

UNIT 3
Session 1: August 2
Session 2: August 9
Session 3: August 16
Session 4: August 23
Session 5: August 30

© 2020 LifeWay 

RESTROOM BREAK/WASH HANDS
(5 minutes)

ENJOY A SNACK
(5 minutes)

GROUP TIME/BIBLE STORY
(10–15 minutes)

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
(35 minutes)

CLEAN UP
(5 minutes)

CLOSING ACTIVITY
(10 minutes)

DISMISS
(5 minutes)

REMINDERS
 » Use a calm, quiet voice.
 » Focus attention on the children.
 » Review parents’ instructions and medical information for each child.
 » Release children to authorized adults only.
 » Thank families for bringing their children to church.

BTH–22      U n i t 3



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 3  
SESSION 1

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created the world in 
six days and rested on the 
seventh.

LIFE POINT
God made the world.

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

WEEKLY VERSE
In the beginning, God 
made the world. Genesis 1:1

GOD CREATED THE WORLD

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Tell preschoolers to move as if they are blowing in the wind. Lead them to 
“blow” around the room and then to group time.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON GENESIS 1:1-19

 » Say that God created the world in six days and rested on the seventh. 
Explain that today children will learn about the first four days of creation. 
Say that today’s Bible story is in the first book of the Bible, Genesis. Open 
your Bible to Genesis 1 and tell the Bible story.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » God created the world in the beginning. It was dark and covered with 
water. God created the world by speaking words.
 » God said, “Let there be light!” Suddenly, the light began to shine. God 
called the darkness night and the light day.
 » The second day, God created the sky.
 » On the third day, God made dry land. He gathered the water into oceans, 
rivers, and lakes. He made plants and trees.
 » On day four, God made the sun to shine during the day and the moon and 
stars to shine at night.
 » God saw all He had created and said it was good.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » How did God create the world?
 » What did He make on the second day?
 » When did He make plants and trees?
 » What lights did He create in the sky for day and night?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Remind preschoolers that God made the world.
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Thank you 
for serving!
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Jesus Loves Me” (stanza):
God made light and day and night,
The sun and moon to shine so bright,  
Sky and land and seas and air;
He just spoke, and it was there.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to the Weekly Verse. Say it aloud, 
leading children to repeat it after you in short 
phrases. Repeat the verse several times. Tell boys 
and girls that this verse is the first verse in the Bible.
 
PRAY
Pray. Invite children to mention prayer requests. 
Thank God for all the wonderful things He made for 
us to enjoy. Pray for any requests.  

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: God made the 
world.

1. Press nature items. Post an allergy alert. 
Provide nature items, such as leaves, twigs, 
rocks, flowers, or large seeds. Give each 
preschooler a small ball of play dough. Assist 
in rolling the dough flat. Demonstrate how 
pressing an object into the dough makes 
an impression. Encourage the children to 
experiment with the items, making impressions 
or creating scenes in the play dough. Say that 
God made all the trees, flowers, and other 
things we enjoy in nature. Open the Bible to 
Genesis 1:1 and read the Bible verse. For older 
preschoolers, include small craft sticks. Lead 
the older preschoolers to use craft sticks to 
carve the letters G, o, d in the play dough.

2. Enjoy books about nature. Provide picture 
books or children’s magazines about nature. 
Invite boys and girls to look at the books as 
they talk about the things God made. Remind 
children that on the third day, God made plants 
and trees to grow on the earth. Suggest boys 
and girls find as many different trees and plants 
as possible in the books. Talk about ways we 
can enjoy God’s world and the things He made. 
Lead the preschoolers to thank God for the 
things He made by praying sentence prayers: 
“Thank You, God, for _____.”

3. Make flower and leaf rubbings. Provide 
artificial or real leaves and flowers. Post an 
allergy alert if using real leaves and flowers. 
Show preschoolers how to press the leaves or 
petals flat. Tell a child to lay a piece of paper 
over a few leaves or petals. He can rub the 
side of a crayon lightly over the paper (and the 
leaves) to make a rubbing. Point out the lines 
and shapes you see in the crayon rubbing. 
Say that God made the world. He made many 
different types of plants with seeds. The seeds 
grow more plants. Pray. Thank God for all the 
beautiful things He created.

4. Move and sing with scarves. Play worship 
music and encourage boys and girls to move 
to the music. Offer a scarf to each child. 
Lead preschoolers to move the scarves back 
and forth with the music. Comment that the 
scarves look as if they are blowing in the wind. 
Demonstrate different ways to move scarves 
or call out different motions for preschoolers to 
use: up and down, side to side, in a circle, over 
the head, turn all around.  

CLEAN UP
Direct children to clean up their activities as you 
play music. Challenge them to finish before the 
song ends.

PLAY “DAY OR NIGHT”
Designate one side of the room as day and the 
other as night. Remark that on the first day of 
creation, God separated the darkness from the light 
and made day and night. Call out various activities 
and instruct children to move to the side of the 
room to show if the activity takes place in the day or 
at night (bedtime, swimming, eating lunch, playing 
baseball, praying with family, doing homework, 
riding bikes, playing outside, reading before bed). 

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and belongings. 
Thank them for coming. Remind parents to review 
the Bible story on the Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 3, 
SESSION 2

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God created the world in 
six days and rested on the 
seventh.

LIFE POINT
God made animals.

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

WEEKLY VERSE
God saw everything He 
had made, and it was very 
good. Genesis 1:31

GOD CREATED ANIMALS

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Lead boys and girls to move as different animals: elephant, butterfly, rabbit, 
snake, hawk, tiger, horse. After a few movements, lead children to move to 
group time as one of the animals.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON GENESIS 1:20-25,30-31

 » Encourage children to listen carefully to hear what God made on days five 
and six. Open your Bible to Genesis 1:20 and tell the story.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » On days 1–4, God had made light, the sky, dry land, oceans and seas, 
plants and trees, the sun, the moon, and the stars.
 » On the fifth day, God said, “Let the waters be filled with living animals, and 
let birds fly in the sky.” 
 » He created every kind of fish and animal that lives in the oceans, lakes, 
and rivers. 
 » He made birds and creatures to fly in the sky.
 » On the sixth day, God made animals and creatures to live on the land (wild 
animals, farm animals, and animals that crawl on the ground).
 » God planned for the birds and animals to eat the plants that grew in the 
ground. He looked at what He had made. It was all very good.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » What did God create to fill the oceans, lakes, and rivers?
 » What did He create to fly in the sky?
 » What kinds of animals did He make to live on the land?
 » What would the land and sky animals eat?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell boys and girls that God made animals.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”:
Birds, owls, bats, and bees, 
And everything that flies,
God created every one to quickly fill the skies.
Whales, dolphins, sharks, and fish 
Swimming in the seas,
God made them all beautiful, 
And He was very pleased.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Help a child locate Genesis 1:31 in the Bible. Say 
the verse and invite preschoolers to say it with you 
in various voices (whispered, singsong, squeaky, 
deeply).
 
PRAY
Pray, thanking God for His wonderful creation. 
Thank Him for allowing us to learn about and 
enjoy all the animals He made. Lead volunteer 
preschoolers to pray and thank God for the birds, 
fish, and animals He made.  

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: God made 
animals.

1. Make birds’ nests. Offer wide brown 
construction paper strips and child-size 
scissors. Invite children to cut the brown paper 
into small strips. Talk about the Bible story and 
mention that God made the birds. Talk about 
where birds fly and where birds live. Suggest 
preschoolers use the small brown strips to 
make nests on pieces of white paper. Lead 
them to glue strips in different directions to 
make the nest. Offer bits of yarn or additional 
colored strips to enhance the nests. Offer small 
pom-poms to glue in the nests for the eggs. 
Pray and thank God for the birds He made.

2. Work puzzles of animals. Provide wooden 
puzzles and floor puzzles with animals. As 
children complete the puzzles, name the 
different animals pictured. Talk about the 
different kinds of animals God made. Say that 
God made all the animals, birds, fish, insects, 
and reptiles. Help a child open the Bible to 
Genesis 1. Point to the verses of today’s Bible 
story. Find the word animals.  

3. Build animal shelters. Provide small plastic 
animals with the wooden blocks. Lead children 
to build shelters to cover the animals. Talk 
about places that animals live. Name some of 
the places—cave, hive, nest, den. Talk about 
animals that could live in houses with people. 
Say that God made every animal on earth. Pray. 
Thank God for creating such amazing animals.

4. Play animal charades. Call out an animal. 
Encourage children to take turns playing out 
and sounding like the suggested animal. 
(Examples: cat, tiger, snake, bumblebee, 
bat, shark, crocodile, giraffe, bird) For older 
preschoolers, ask a child to think of an animal 
and play out that animal for others to guess. If 
an animal is difficult to play out, lead the other 
children to ask questions like “Where does it 
live? How many legs does it have? Does it fly 
or swim? Does it have fur?” Open the Bible to 
Genesis 1:31. Say the verse and lead children to 
repeat it after you.   

CLEAN UP
Encourage children to clean up their activities. 
Allow them to move around like different kinds of 
animals to complete the tasks.

PLAY “WHO TOOK THE BONE?”
Provide a small object to be the bone. Direct 
children to sit in a circle. Choose a volunteer to be 
the puppy. This child will face away from the group. 
Place the “bone” behind him. Point to another 
child to take the bone and hide it behind her. Lead 
children to say: “Oh, no! Who took your bone?” The 
first child will attempt to guess who took the bone. 
If she is correct, she gets to be the puppy again. If 
she is wrong, she switches places with the one who 
took it. At the end of each round, lead preschoolers 
to say the Bible verse together.  

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and belongings. 
Thank them for coming. Remind parents to review 
the Bible story on the Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 3, 
SESSION 3

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God made people different 
from the other things He 
made.

LIFE POINT
God made people.

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

WEEKLY VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

GOD CREATED PEOPLE

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Call the children to move to group time by hair color or eye color.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON GENESIS 2:4-24

 » Remind the children that God made the world and all the animals in it. Tell 
them that then God made the most important thing of all. Open the Bible 
to Genesis 2. Encourage preschoolers to listen carefully as you tell the 
Bible story.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » God created many beautiful things. On the sixth day He made land 
animals. Then God made people. 
 » He made the first man from the dust of the ground. God named him Adam.
 » He breathed life into Adam. God placed Adam in the garden to work in it 
and care for it.
 » Next, God created a woman so that Adam would not be alone. 
 » Adam named the woman Eve.
 » Eve would become Adam’s helper. Together, they would care for the earth 
and all the animals. 
 » Adam and Eve were the first people God made. He made them different 
from the animals. They could think and make choices.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » What did God use to make Adam?
 » Who did God make next?
 » What jobs did God give Adam and Eve?
 » How were people different from animals?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Remind the children that God made people.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “The Wheels on the Bus”:
God made people on the sixth day,
On the sixth day, on the sixth day;
God made people on the sixth day;
God made people.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Locate the Weekly Verse in your Bible. Challenge 
volunteers to repeat it after you one word at a 
time. Say the verse all together. Ask: “How are you 
made?” Encourage children to respond saying, 
“Wonderfully!” 
 
PRAY
Thank God for each child by name. Thank God 
that people can make choices and that people can 
choose to learn more about God.

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: God made people.

1. Make life-size self-portraits. Provide long 
sheets of paper and crayons. Allow a volunteer 
to lie down on a sheet of paper so you can 
trace around him with a crayon. Encourage 
children to draw eyes, ears, noses, hands, 
feet, clothing, hair, and other features on their 
outlines. Pray as you trace, thanking God for 
each child. Talk about the Bible story. Say that 
God made people different from the other 
things He made. Print the Bible verse on a 
child’s outline, or lead older preschoolers to 
print the words themselves.

2. Measure height. Using available items (blocks, 
linking cubes, sheets of paper, markers), invite 
preschoolers to measure how tall they are. 
Encourage them to take turns measuring each 
other. Children may also enjoy measuring their 
arms, hands, and legs. You may wish to record 
their measurements as I am ___ blocks tall. Say 
the Bible verse and lead boys and girls to say it 
with you several times. If available, add rulers, 
yardsticks, and tape measures. Lead children 
to use both the nonstandard and standard 
measuring tools to compare and contrast height 
or arm length.

3. Complete patterns. Cut a few sheets of 
construction paper into squares. Make patterns 

with the squares. Challenge children to choose 
the correct squares to finish the patterns you 
started. (Example: red square, red square, blue 
square, red square. The next squares would 
be red, blue.) Children may want to create their 
own patterns or copy the patterns that other 
friends make. Remark that God made people to 
be able to think and do things animals cannot 
do, like finish patterns. Encourage the children 
to say the Life Point.

4. Pretend to cook. Lead boys and girls to use the 
play dishes to cook together. They can pretend 
to make a meal for friends or family members. 
Talk about the Bible story. Say that God gave 
work for Adam and Eve to do. People can do 
many different kinds of things. Say that God 
made people and people are different from 
other things God made. Help a child open the 
Bible to Genesis 2. Point to the Bible story. 

CLEAN UP
Challenge preschoolers to clean up their activities 
by the time you count to 60. Encourage boys and 
girls to count along with you as they work. Remind 
children that God made them to be able to count. 
He made them different from everything else He 
created.

FOLLOW THE ACTIONS
Gather children together and talk about things 
people are able to do that other things God created 
cannot do. Tell the children to watch you closely 
and follow your actions such as touch your head, 
touch your knees, touch your ears, touch your hips, 
touch your back, touch your cheeks, touch your 
toes. Move a little quickly through three or four 
motions and then hold. Compliment the children 
on watching and following. Move quickly through 
three more motions and hold. Continue, repeating 
motions as you choose. Tell the children that God 
made people.

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and 
belongings. Thank them for coming. 
Remind parents to review the Bible 
story on the Kids Activity Page.



ROOM

YOUR TEACHING  
PARTNER(S)

 

DATE OF USE

UNIT 3, 
SESSION 4

Bonus  
Teaching Hour 
for 3s–Pre-K

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God has people to care for 
His creation.

LIFE POINT
God planned for families 
to care for His world.

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

WEEKLY VERSE
God made man and 
woman. Genesis 1:27

GOD PLANNED FOR FAMILIES

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Tell the children to walk backward slowly to group time. Guide them to watch 
over their shoulders so they will not bump into anything or anyone.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON GENESIS 1:27-28; 3:20; 4:1-2

 » Remind children that God created the world, animals, and people in just 
six days. Comment that He made everything just by speaking. Open your 
Bible to Genesis 1 and tell the story.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » God had made the world and everything in it. God made people.
 » He made people different from everything else He made. People would 
rule over the animals, fish, and birds. They would care for the earth.
 » God made Adam and Eve. Adam and Eve lived in a garden at first, but later 
they had to move to another place.
 » Eve had a baby boy. She named him Cain. Later, she had another baby 
boy. She named him Abel.
 » When the boys grew up, Abel became a shepherd and took care of sheep. 
Cain became a farmer and grew food.
 » Adam, Eve, and their children were the first family. God planned for people 
to live in families.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » Who were the first people God made? 
 » What were their sons’ names?
 » What was Cain’s job?
 » What was Abel’s job?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Say that God planned for families to care for His world.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow”:
God made man and woman;
God made man and woman;
God made man and woman;
Genesis one twenty-seven.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Place a sticky note in the Bible at the Weekly Verse. 
Open to the verse. Say the verse together. Pass 
the Bible around the group, allowing each child to 
open the Bible to the sticky note; say the verse each 
time a child opens the Bible. Sing the song above to 
practice the verse.
 
PRAY
Ask volunteers to pray and thank God for their 
families. Close the prayer by thanking God for all the 
families in your church. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: God planned for 
families to care for His world.

1. Make play dough people figures. Post an 
allergy alert. Give each child a ball of play 
dough. Invite children to form play dough into 
people figures. Challenge them to figure out 
how to make a head, body, arms, and legs. As 
preschoolers play, talk about the Bible story. 
Say that God wants people to care for His 
creation. Guide them to think of ways families 
can help care for God’s world or care for things 
in God’s world (animals, plants). Lead children 
to create other things with the play dough—
animals, plants, sun, stars. Recall all the things 
that God made. Say that people can care for 
God’s creation.

2. Go on a photo walk. Take groups of children 
on a walk around your church, outside or 
inside. Challenge the children to find plants, 
animals, and other things that God made. Use a 
camera phone or digital camera to photograph 
the things that the children find. Talk about 
ways people can care for the things that 
you photographed. Back in your classroom, 
review the photos. Offer crayons and paper for 
children to draw what they discovered on their 
walk. Pray and thank God for the things He 

made. Remark that God planned for people to 
care for His world.

3. Care for dolls. Provide baby-care items and 
dolls for preschoolers to care for. If available, 
provide a small dishpan of water and towels 
for children to bathe the plastic dolls. As they 
play, ask volunteers to share ways their families 
care for them (clothing, food, home, bed). Lead 
preschoolers to talk about ways they could 
care for the animals or plants around their 
homes. Help children find the Weekly Verse 
in the Bible. Talk about the Bible story and 
the work that the family members did. Guide 
preschoolers to name ways that families can 
care for the world.

4. Paint with recycled items. Provide items 
like empty water or soda bottles, lids, and 
cardboard tubes. You will also need washable 
paint in shallow pans, paper, and smocks. Lead 
boys and girls to press the recycled items into 
paint and stamp onto paper. Remind children 
that God planned for families to care for His 
world. One way we can do that is by recycling 
and by throwing away our trash properly. 

CLEAN UP
Call for children to clean up their activities. Assign 
tasks for each child to complete.

PLAY “TRASH-KET BALL”
Locate scrap paper to use for this activity. Gather 
children together. Invite them to share ways families 
can help care for God’s world. Talk about some 
ways that do not help care for God’s world (littering, 
not taking care of pets, etc.). Demonstrate how to 
wad a sheet of paper into a ball. Allow boys and 
girls to make wads of paper and toss wads into a 
trash can or bucket from various distances. Each 
time a child gets a wad in the container, shout 
together: “Care for God’s world!” Gather the wads 
of paper and toss again. 

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and 
belongings. Thank them for coming. 
Remind parents to review the Bible 
story on the Kids Activity Page.
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LEARNING
God made people different 
from the other things He 
made.

LIFE POINT
God wants people to 
choose to show love.

UNIT VERSE
I am wonderfully made. 
Psalm 139:14

WEEKLY VERSE
Be kind to one another. 
Ephesians 4:32

JOSEPH LOVED HIS BROTHERS

SUGGESTED TIME SCHEDULE

TRANSITION/GROUP TIME

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES

GROUP TIME

BIBLE STORY

SNACK
Include the children in the distribution of the snack. Ask for one or more 
volunteers to pray. Lead preschoolers to clean up after the snack. Thank 
them for their help.

MOVE TO GROUP TIME
Comment that sometimes it may not be easy to choose to be kind, but God 
wants us to choose to show love. Give each child a handshake or fist bump 
and tell her to move to group time.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
INTRODUCE THE BIBLE STORY: BASED ON GENESIS 37; 42:1-8,25-26; 
43:1-2,15-17; 45:1-14; 46:28-34; 50:15-21

 » Remark that in today’s Bible story, a man named Joseph had a choice to 
make. Tell children to listen to the story to hear what Joseph chose to do.

SUMMARIZE THE BIBLE STORY
 » Joseph lived in Egypt. When Joseph was younger, his brothers had sold 
him as a servant. 
 » The brothers lived in Canaan. They had not seen Joseph in many years. 
 » Joseph had an important job. He sold grain to people who needed food. 
 » One day, Joseph’s brothers came to buy food. Joseph recognized them, 
but they did not know Joseph. 
 » Joseph sold grain to his brothers; they went home and came back later.
 » Joseph said, “I am your brother, Joseph!” The brothers were afraid. Joseph 
said, “Do not be afraid of me. God sent me here so I could help you.”
 » Joseph told them to bring their families and their father back to Egypt to 
live. Joseph took care of them. Joseph chose to show love to his family.

REVIEW THE BIBLE STORY
 » What was Joseph’s job in Egypt?
 » Why were the brothers scared of Joseph?
 » What did Joseph choose to do?

EMPHASIZE THE LIFE POINT
 » Tell the children that God wants people to choose to show love.
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SING TOGETHER
Sing to the tune of “London Bridge”:
God wants us to choose to love,
Choose to love, choose to love;
God wants us to choose to love,
Choose to show love.

SAY THE BIBLE VERSE
Open the Bible to the Weekly Verse. Say the verse 
and lead preschoolers to repeat it after you. Say 
it again, pausing for preschoolers to fill in the next 
word when you pause. Repeat several times.
 
PRAY
Pray. Thank God for who He is and all He does 
for us. Ask Him to help us choose to show love no 
matter what. 

BIBLE-LEARNING ACTIVITIES
Emphasize during the activities: God wants people 
to choose to show love.

1. Reveal the Bible verse. Before the session, 
print the Weekly Verse on white paper using 
a white wax crayon. Provide watercolors and 
cups of water. Lead the children to paint over 
the white paper. Their painting will reveal the 
Bible verse. Point to the words as you say them. 
Lead boys and girls to say the verse with you. 
Ask the children to tell how Joseph chose to 
show love. Ask preschoolers to name ways 
they could choose to show love to their family 
members. Offer white crayons and paper to 
older preschoolers. They could draw their own 
designs or write other words and then paint 
over them with the watercolors.

2. Build a store or market. Show photos of 
grocery stores, markets, or houses on a 
smartphone. Invite preschoolers to use the 
blocks to build stores, markets, and houses. 
Encourage children to talk about their favorite 
foods to get from the store or market. Recall 
that Joseph provided food for his father, 
brothers, and their families. Say that God made 
people different from the other things He made. 
People can think and make choices. Say that 
people can choose to show love and choose 
to be kind. Lead preschoolers to think of ways 
they could show love and be kind.

3. Play with toy food. Provide play food or 
clean empty food boxes for children to use. 
Lead the children to set up a pretend grocery 
store or carry food to share with others. Ask 
volunteers to recall events from the Bible story. 
Remind them that Joseph chose to show love 
to his brothers even though they had been 
so unkind to him when he was younger. Ask 
how preschoolers could choose to show love 
to their own brothers, sisters, or other family 
members. Open the Bible and say the verse.

4. Stick a verse. Print each word of the Weekly 
Verse on a separate sticky note. Make several 
sets. Arrange one on the wall or table in the 
correct order. Place the other sticky notes 
around the room. Challenge children to find 
the words of the verse in the room and put 
them in order under your example. Leave out 
words as you say it, prompting preschoolers to 
say the next word. Lead preschoolers to place 
the notes around the room for others to find 
and put in order. Offer paper and markers for 
children to write the verse, if they choose.

CLEAN UP
Direct boys and girls to clean up and put away their 
activities. Remind children to choose to show love 
as they work.

HOP ON THE LIFE POINT
Print the words of the Life Point on paper, one word 
per sheet. Tape the words to the floor in order. 
Invite the preschoolers to take turns hopping on 
the words as they say the Life Point together. Allow 
each child to have a turn to hop on the words as 
the children say them. Ask the children to tell ways 
they could choose to show love to their family 
members. Lead the children to hop on the words 
again. Substitute the name of a child hopping in this 
sentence: “God wants (child’s name) to choose to 
show love.”

DISMISS
Help children gather their papers and 
belongings. Thank them for coming. 
Remind parents to review the Bible 
story on the Kids Activity Page.



ADD AN HOUR OF WORSHIP TO THEIR WEEK.

SAVE TIME AND MONEY WHEN YOU SET UP A RECURRING ORDER AT 
LIFEWAY.COM/CHURCHORDERING

SEE WHAT’S IN STORE FOR FALL 

In Fall 2020, preschoolers and kids will learn about obedience to God, how to 
follow Jesus’ example, and why loving your family matters. Featured stories 
include Joshua and Jericho, Jesus and Zacchaeus, Ruth and Boaz, Jesus in 

the garden, Baby Moses, and more. 

As preschoolers and kids grow in God’s Word, they will address three 
concept areas from the Levels of Biblical Learning™: God, People, and Family.
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