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Unit 18, Session 4

God’s Warns 
His People 
Through a Prophet
Summary and Goal 
Through the prophet Malachi, God rebuked His people for their empty religious 
activity. Yet in His grace and mercy, God was wooing them back through a series 
of warnings, each addressing distorted views of Him that had diminished their 
delight and brought decay to their worship and spiritual endeavors. Though they 
had questioned His love, the Lord wanted them back and called them to repentance, 
showing the depths of His power, wisdom, holiness, and grace in a way that points 
us to a definitive call to turn to the cross of Jesus. 

Session Outline
1. God warns His people of having no fear in their worship (Mal. 1:6-10). 
2. God warns His people of having no trust in their giving (Mal. 3:8-12). 
3. God warns His people of having no faith in their living (Mal. 3:13-15). 
Background Passage: Malachi

Session in a Sentence
God confronts the faithlessness of His people to draw them to repentance. 

Christ Connection
After Malachi, the prophetic word of God went silent for four hundred years. But 
Malachi prophesied about a messenger who would prepare the way for the Messiah, 
the One who would bring God’s kingdom. Centuries later, John the Baptist arrived 
as the messenger who prepared the way for Jesus. The last word of the Old Testament 
is “curse,” a reminder of the consequence of our sin. But in the New Testament, one 
of the first words we hear from Jesus is “blessing.” The One who bears our curse is 
the One who brings us blessing.

Missional Application
Because all of our sin is forgiven in Christ, we take worship seriously to magnify His 
great worth so that all people everywhere will know His name. 
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GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group Time

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Share the writer’s reflection on page 121 in the DDG of how easy it is for human beings to put our 
relationship with God on cruise control and why that is relevant to the context of Malachi’s prophecies. 

It never ceases to amaze me how easy it is 
to put my relationship with God on cruise 
control. Somehow we as human beings 
are able to mutate the beauty of godly, 
routine, healthy rhythms into disfigured 
zombie-esque patterns. And without 
noticing it, we can become nonchalant and 
numb as we inch away from the God we 
claim to love. 

This is where the people of God found 
themselves at the time of the prophet 
Malachi. The people’s hearts were 
disengaged from the acts that should have 
been filling their hearts with awe, stirring 
their affections, and directing their lives. 
In tender love, God sent His messenger to 
expose their wicked hearts and to renew 
their hearts through the call to repentance, a call to worship. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What factors contribute to putting our relationship with God on cruise 
control? (self-focus; laziness; sin; feeling abandoned by God and others)

SUMMARIZE: Through the prophet Malachi, God rebuked His people because their religious activity was 
leading them away from God. Their hearts were focused on delights other than God. In His grace and mercy, 
God was wooing them back through a series of warnings, each addressing distorted views of Him that had 
diminished their delight and brought decay to their worship and spiritual endeavors. Though they had questioned 
His love, the Lord wanted them back and called them to repentance, showing the depths of His power, wisdom, 
holiness, and grace in a way that points us to a definitive call to turn to the cross of Jesus. 

For session-by-session training videos, please visit MinistryGrid.com/GospelProject.  
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources. 

 Voices from  
the Church
“ The inner essence of 
worship is to know God 
truly and then respond 
from the heart to that 
knowledge by valuing God, 
treasuring God, prizing 
God, enjoying God, being 
satisfied with God above 
all earthly things. And 
then that deep, restful, 
joyful satisfaction in God 
overflows in demonstrable 
acts of praise from the lips 
and demonstrable acts of 
love in serving others for the 
sake of Christ.” 1 

–John Piper

© 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources



152 Leader Guide 

Point 1:   God warns His people of having no fear in their 
worship (Mal. 1:6-10).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Malachi 1:6-10 (DDG p. 122). 

6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. But if I am a father, where is my 
honor? And if I am a master, where is your fear of me? says the Lord of Armies to 
you priests, who despise my name.” 

Yet you ask: “How have we despised your name? ” 7 “By presenting defiled food on 
my altar.” “How have we defiled you? ” you ask. When you say: “The Lord’s table is 
contemptible.” 8 “When you present a blind animal for sacrifice, is it not wrong? And when 
you present a lame or sick animal, is it not wrong? Bring it to your governor! Would he 
be pleased with you or show you favor? ” asks the Lord of Armies. 9 “And now plead for 
God’s favor. Will he be gracious to us? Since this has come from your hands, will he show 
any of you favor? ” asks the Lord of Armies. 10 “I wish one of you would shut the temple 
doors, so that you would no longer kindle a useless fire on my altar! I am not pleased with 
you,” says the Lord of Armies, “and I will accept no offering from your hands. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 122) to make clear that how we view God shapes 
how we live. 

How we view God shapes how we live. In other words, what we believe about God—
Is He our Father? Is He our Lord?—functions like a set of building blocks for our 
relationship with Him. The rhetoric God used here unveiled the heart of the priests and 
the people, showing that they had a distorted picture of Him. 

•  As complex and tedious as the Old Testament sacrificial system seems, every pigeon, dove, bull, goat, 
or lamb offered, whether to atone for a sin or as a gift of honor and gratitude, was intended to be an 
expression of the Israelites’ relationship with God. 

•  By bringing blind and defiled animals as their sacrifice of worship, contrary to God’s law (Lev. 1:3), the 
people were communicating how little weight God and His word held in their lives in comparison to 
themselves or others. The people’s intention as well as their action mattered greatly. God judged both their 
intentions and actions as sinful; therefore, the fire they kindled for their sacrifices was useless. 

Illustration: God’s line of questioning for His people through the prophet Malachi was straightforward and 
dynamic, like a skilled lawyer presenting an airtight case on the way to a conviction. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some things that can dim or distort our view of God? (wealth; 
health; family; the busyness and routine of church; sin; this fallen world)
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 122) to highlight the people’s spiritual amnesia in 
forgetting both the love and the glory of God. This, in turn, made them spiritually anemic.

Malachi’s contemporaries were Ezra and Nehemiah. As a post-exilic prophet, Malachi 
was speaking to a people who had experienced the faithfulness of God in returning 
them to the land and providing for their protection and revival. The people had heard 
of God’s faithfulness through His word and experienced it themselves, yet they still 
questioned God’s commitment to them. They had spiritual amnesia, forgetting both 
the love and the glory of God, which made them spiritually anemic. 

•  Spiritual amnesia isn’t just a failure to remember cognitively; it’s also a failure to remember emotionally. 
It is both the essence and the cause of faithlessness in God’s people. The psalmist described this condition 
well in Psalm 106:7: “Our fathers in Egypt did not grasp the significance of your wondrous works or 
remember your many acts of faithful love; instead, they rebelled by the sea—the Red Sea.”

•  The Jews’ spiritual amnesia made them spiritually anemic. There was no passion in their sacrifices, only 
routine. There was no honor in their worship, only lip service and detached activity. They were starving 
spiritually because they failed to draw close to God, who gives life to the soul. Hence, the Book of 
Malachi opens with God’s declaration, “I have loved you”; yet the people respond, “How have you loved 
us?” (Mal. 1:2). They had forgotten all He had done for them. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 122). 

God’s Glory: The glory of God is His manifest work, His excellent reputation, 

and His inherent beauty. The Scriptures speak of humanity as having “fallen 

short” of God’s glory because we have rejected the purpose for which God 

created us—to glorify Him. 

Essential Doctrine “God’s Glory”: The glory of God is His manifest work, the way He represents His 
perfect character through His activity. It also refers to His excellent reputation and is given as one of the 
reasons we are to praise His name. Another sense of the word is the inherent beauty of God, the unbearable 
brightness and beauty of His being as He radiates His own attributes and characteristics for all to witness. 
The Scriptures speak of humanity as having “fallen short” of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23) because we have 
rejected the purpose for which God created us—to glorify Him. 
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Point 2:   God warns His people of having no trust in their 
giving (Mal. 3:8-12).

READ Malachi 3:8-12 (DDG p. 123).

8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing me! ” “How do we rob you? ” you ask. 
“By not making the payments of the tenth and the contributions. 9 You are suffering 
under a curse, yet you—the whole nation—are still robbing me. 10 Bring the full 
tenth into the storehouse so that there may be food in my house. Test me in this way,” 
says the Lord of Armies. “See if I will not open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out a blessing for you without measure. 11 I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that 
it will not ruin the produce of your land and your vine in your field will not fail to 
produce fruit,” says the Lord of Armies. 12 “Then all the nations will consider you 
fortunate, for you will be a delightful land,” says the Lord of Armies. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 123) to show how worship was connected to finances and 
resources for the people during Malachi’s time, just as they are for us today. 

Because our use of money is connected to our faith, it will always be connected to our 
worship. Therefore, it’s only logical that the decay of the Jews’ worship would show up 
in how they viewed and managed their resources. Not only did their distorted view of 
God reduce Him from a generous King to a potential consultant for them, they found 
themselves robbing God, withholding what was due Him in honor, faith, and worship.

•  It seems God’s people were still in recovery mode from the destruction of Jerusalem. They weren’t where 
they wanted to be economically, and God didn’t seem to be helping them in this regard. They may have 
felt justified to withhold their support of God’s temple because of their poverty (see Neh. 10:35-39), but 
poor circumstances don’t justify disobedience. 

•  God wanted His people to flourish, but according to His covenant, their disobedience had resulted in His 
curse upon them (see Deut. 28:15-68). Their lack was not the result of God’s faithlessness but their own. 

•  Despite being robbed by His people, God’s love for them was relentless. So in love, God disciplined them 
with His curse even as He confronted and called them back to faith through revisiting how they viewed 
and used their finances. If they continued on their current path, they would have continued in a cycle of 
spiritual deficiency with additional economic consequences, further distancing them from their God. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How should a biblical view of God affect the way we view and use our 
finances and resources? (we are stewards of our money and resources 
to use them for God’s purposes; whether we have much or a little, what 
we have is what we need and we should be content with that; God 
supplies us with resources to be used for supporting the gospel mission 
around the world)
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 123) to emphasize how God invites His people to 
rediscover His good character through their faithful giving. 

The Jews were bringing some of their resources to the temple, but not the full tenth 
required of them, so they weren’t acting out of obedience, generosity, or faith. God 
delights in being generous, so He invited His people to test Him, not for His sake 
but for theirs, that they would see the fruits of faithful obedience. God is not in need, 
but we are, and we need to see that God is good, gracious, and generous beyond our 
wildest imagination. 

•  Malachi 3:8-12 does not put God in a box or turn Him into some kind of cosmic butler. What this 
passage does is present us with a picture of our generous God who invites His people to test Him and 
investigate His good character. God was challenging the Jews to rediscover a right view of Him. If they 
tested Him in faith, they would find much more than they bargained for—not a butler or a miser but a 
majestic provider who wants good for His people and is generous beyond comparison.

Commentary: In the hands of predatory preachers, teachers, and leaders, Malachi 3:8-12 has done 
significant damage to the lives of people through what is known as “the prosperity gospel,” which makes 
God a means to a financial end and money a means to manipulate Him. Pulling this passage from its biblical 
context allows people to claim that God’s goal is to make people wealthy and healthy without qualification. 
Yet God spoke this promise specifically to His people in the promised land prior to the first coming of 
Christ, in whom all the promises of land and blessing find their “yes” (2 Cor. 1:20). Jesus’ example through 
His life, death, resurrection, and exaltation frames the way we understand God’s promises of prosperity: 
humility precedes exaltation. Jesus’ followers are called not to live for the blessings of this world but to use 
them for God’s glory and His gospel as they live for the blessings of the heavenly city that will arrive when 
Jesus comes again (Matt. 6:19-21; Rev. 21:1-4). 

Commentary: “It’s common to hear the word tithe used as a kind of shorthand for giving and generosity. 
The word itself literally means ‘tenth’ and comes from the Old Testament, where tithing was one of several 
regular offerings … In all, the Old Testament mandated giving twenty-five percent or more of one’s 
possessions to various purposes and causes … So, as we look to the Scriptures, both in Old Testament laws 
and New Testament encouragement, we commend tithing. (Note that Jesus acknowledged the Pharisees’ act 
of tithing though the heart behind the act was lacking; Matt. 23:23.) We encourage people to tithe in our 
churches. But we encourage those not tithing to give generously and proportionally from their income and 
encourage people who are tithing to grow their generosity even more.” 2 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 123) to 
reinforce the connection between giving and worship. 

“God’s primary purpose in generosity is not to get the money out of our 

pockets but the idols out of our hearts.” 3  –J. D. Greear 
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Point 3:   God warns His people of having no faith in their 
living (Mal. 3:13-15).

READ Malachi 3:13-15 (DDG p. 124).

13 “Your words against me are harsh,” says the Lord. Yet you ask, “What have we 
spoken against you?” 14 You have said: “It is useless to serve God. What have we 
gained by keeping his requirements and walking mournfully before the Lord of 
Armies? 15 So now we consider the arrogant to be fortunate. Not only do those who 
commit wickedness prosper, they even test God and escape.” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 124) to remark on how God indicted the Jews for their 
faithless actions and harsh words against Him, believing that obedience was vanity and disobedience wise. 
Connect their mind-set to Satan’s temptation of Jesus, and highlight how Jesus’ obedience even to the cross 
resulted in eternal blessings for Him and for us.

Again God was indicting the Jews for their faithlessness, this time because they were 
jealous of the wicked who tested His character. To them, God’s justice delayed looked 
like justice denied, so they were caught in a mind-set where faithlessness looked like 
wisdom and faithfulness like foolishness. What is the gain of obedience? What is the 
gain of relationship with God? The people could find no adequate answers to these 
questions, yet God will bless faith and obedience one day and for all eternity. 

•  Knowing the difficulty often associated with obedience, we are tempted to claim the easy “blessings” 
associated with disobedience. We want blessings without the cost, a crown without the cross. This 
temptation is insidious and satanic because it’s what the enemy of our soul loves to offer us and how he 
attempts to lead hearts astray (see Matt. 16:21-23). 

•  Satan’s temptation of Jesus demonstrated this dynamic. Satan offered Jesus all the kingdoms of the world 
if He would bow in worship of the devil (Matt. 4:8-9). Conceivably, Jesus would have been elevated as 
king over the entire world and bypassed the cross if He bowed to the devil’s demands. Yet an infinitely 
more glorious inheritance and exaltation would come to Jesus after He made purification for sin, sitting 
down at the right hand of the Father (Heb. 1:3-4). There was a glorious blessing and exaltation, and 
salvation for us, to be experienced through His obedience, even obedience to the point of dying on a cross 
(Phil. 2:5-9). Though obedience might prove difficult and might seem like it leads to a curse for a season, 
ultimately obedience leads to blessing both in the case of Jesus and the in case of God’s faithful people. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What have you found helpful to combat the appeal of disobedience? 
(dwelling upon the good and righteous character of God; remembering 
the sacrifice of Christ for our salvation; thinking on things that are good 
and true, such as God’s reward for faithful obedience; fear of the fallout 
of sin for myself, my family, my church, and my Savior)
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SAY: Through every complaint and accusation the Jews made against God, He remained committed to 
them. He called them out for their sinful perceptions of His goodness, justice, grace, and patience. But He also 
appealed to them to fear Him and obey Him rightly. In grace, God was working to reestablish their relationship 
and rebuild their confidence in Him. 

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 124) to accent the nature of the intimate relationship 
God desired to have with His people. Then apply this teaching to your group with the gospel of Jesus.

As the prophetic Book of Malachi comes to a close, some people do respond in faith to 
God’s calls for relationship and intimacy. They feared the Lord and esteemed His name, 
resulting in obedience to the Lord in their lives. For these faithful few, God promised 
His remembrance, His presence, His compassion, and His reward (3:17-18). God 
affirmed that there is indeed a difference between the ones who serve God and those 
who don’t—those who serve Him in faith and fear will not only gain His reward but 
His loving, faithful presence as a Father, they gain God Himself. 

•  The gain of a child serving his or her father is joy. It’s the growing relationship and intimacy expressed by 
the smile of a father as he proclaims over his child, “I’m pleased.” In a greater way, the gain of serving God 
is a growing relationship and intimacy with God Himself. 

Application: God pursues people for them to live as His treasured possession. But apart from His work in our 
hearts and lives, we will only speak harsh words against our Creator. We can do no better than halfhearted 
devotion to this Deity because we cannot change our sinful hearts on our own. In our sin, we are condemned 
to finding wickedness as the wisest course of action. We may try to cover up our spiritual anemia with 
religious activities, such as offering defiled sacrifices or bringing mediocre tithes and contributions, but unless 
we address the sickness of our sinful hearts, we will be condemned with the wicked. The cure, of course, is 
Jesus, God’s Son sent for our salvation. Only by faith in Him will our hearts be renewed and our ears hear 
those blessed words from our Father: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased” (Matt. 3:17).

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What does it look like to live by faith in Jesus, the Son of God? (striving 
to follow the example that Jesus set of faithful obedience to the Father; 
choosing obedience to God and His Word even when it will come with 
negative consequences from the world; living to make Jesus our highest 
priority in life through our actions and our words of proclaiming His 
gospel; rejecting the wickedness that seems to prosper in this world 
because we aren’t living for this world but the one to come; living in 
obedience not to gain God’s approval but because that is already granted 
to God’s children by faith in Jesus)
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My Mission

EXPLAIN: The poignant words of God through Malachi pierce the heart: “You don’t love Me. You don’t 
honor Me. I would rather you stop sacrificing altogether. You rob Me. You consider following Me and My 
ways as life-taking, not life-giving. Your fear of My name has dimmed and become shrouded by the desires of 
your hearts.” These words force deep and thoughtful examination of our own hearts and lives. The piercing 
experienced by some hearers leads to a type of healing through wounding: cut, laid bare, and broken by the 
realities of the heart, but then comforted, clothed, and made whole by the realities of God’s grace. The last word 
of the Old Testament is “curse,” a reminder of the consequence of our sin, but in the New Testament, one of the 
first words we hear from Jesus is “blessing.” The One who bears our curse is the One who brings us blessing. In 
Him we have forgiveness and new life. These blessings speak of His great worth and invite us to worship Him 
from hearts cut and comforted so that all people everywhere would know and feel the same. 

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 125), and encourage group members 
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word. 

Because all of our sin is forgiven in Christ, 
we take worship seriously to magnify His 
great worth so that all people everywhere 
will know His name.

•  How do you need to respond to 
the good news of Jesus in your 
worship, giving, and living?

•  What are some ways your group 
can stir up each other’s affections 
for God in light of His attributes? 

•  How will you change your personal financial stewardship to reflect 
the value and worth of following and trusting Jesus? 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, You love us too deeply to let us settle for shallow worship, for we were made 
to enjoy and esteem You according to Your worth. By the Spirit, lead us to live with repentant fear toward You, 
recognizing not only Your goodness and power but also the grace You have demonstrated through Your Son, 
Jesus, in whom we have the forgiveness of sins. Thank You for drawing us to Yourself through the reconciliation 
Christ accomplished in His death and resurrection. Amen. 

INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study 
devotions in their DDG (pp. 126-128), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small 
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 129) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded 
upon the foundation of God’s Word. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ The remarkable thing 
about fearing God is that 
when you fear God you fear 
nothing else, whereas if you 
do not fear God you fear 
everything else.” 4 

–Oswald Chambers 
(1874-1917)
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Daily Discipleship 
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage 
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in 
the DDG (pp. 126-128) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for 
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 129) will help group members and families 
fellowship with one another with purpose. 

Daily Study

Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 126-128) will help group members take initiative in 
their own discipleship. 

•  Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles 
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time 
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

•  Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 4 as a part of point 3 in the 
session: Foolishness rears its ugly head in our lives when we misunderstand the 
nature of God and His actions, and foolishness defiles a person before God like 
every other sin. 

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG. 
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social 
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live 
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use: 

•  Day 1: “The Israelites’ indictments and questioning of our good God should 
cause us to examine the view we have of God in our own hearts.” 

•  Day 3: “If we don’t trust the Lord to take care of us, then we won’t be free to 
honor Him with our finances as He calls us to use them.” 

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to 
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link 
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging 
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another

This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 129) 
will help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session 
and to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family 
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.

•  Encourage group members to discuss ways they might be going through the 
motions when it comes to worshiping God, whether privately or corporately. 

•  See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith, 
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary

Point 1:   God warns His people of having no fear in their 
worship (Mal. 1:6-10).

“The Lord uses an example that progresses from children to servants to priests as he 
builds his case that Israel does not honour or respect him (1:6a). We expect children 
and servants to honour their fathers and masters. Yet those who belong to the Lord—
who are his children and servants—are neglecting to show him the honour he is due. 
In Hebrew, the words used to speak of showing someone honour literally mean to 
acknowledge their ‘weight,’ which is often determined by their material wealth and 
social standing, and includes reverential fear of those in authority (Lev. 19:3). The Lord 
Almighty is the weightiest being in the universe. Yet Israel, his firstborn son (Ex. 4:22), 
is not giving him respect and is even treating him with contempt (see also Ex. 21:15,17). 
The Lord accuses the priests especially of a lack of deference (1:6b). The Israelite priests 
were to lead God’s people in the worship due him as their God, Redeemer and King. 
However, they have forgotten that he is the Lord.” 5  

“Offering defiled sacrifices would have the effect of defiling the altar. The priests 
showed their contempt for the Lord’s name by offering him food that desecrated the 
very sanctuary whose holiness they were responsible to maintain (cf. Num. 18:1-7). 
The violation by Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, in offering ‘unauthorized fire before 
the Lord’ was interpreted as a failure to honor the Lord and was punished by death 
(Lev. 10:1-3). The priests of Judah had apparently forgotten this vivid lesson on God’s 
holiness and the serious nature of their responsibility. The question ‘How have we 
defiled you?’ may be understood as virtually identical to ‘How have we shown contempt 
for your name?’ in verse 6 … The priests are claiming not to understand how their 
improper offerings would affect the Lord. This is a call for the Lord to explain his initial 
answer, as he proceeds to do in vv. 7b-8.” 6  

Point 2:   God warns His people of having no trust in their 
giving (Mal. 3:8-12).

“you are robbing me. When the people did not give the ‘tithe,’ they were keeping 
wealth that rightly belonged to God. As an evidence of wholehearted repentance 
(v. 7), God promises that if his people become faithful in presenting their full tithe 
(the Hebrew word means ‘a tenth’), then the desperately needed rain will come (v. 10), 
pestilence and crop failure will cease (v. 11), and the Abrahamic promise that all 
nations will call you blessed (v. 12; Ps. 72:17) will be fulfilled. The tithes were given to 
support the priests and Levites (see Neh. 10:38; 12:44), whose ministry was essential if 
Israel was to be faithful to its calling. By saying, ‘put me to the test,’ God is challenging 
the people to give the tithe that they owed him and then watch to see if he would be 
faithful to his promise. God promises to meet all their needs, but not necessarily all 
their ‘greeds,’ and to pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.” 7  
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“The Israelites were required to give a tenth (10 percent) of their earnings (crops, fruits, 
and herds) to God (Num. 18:21-32). The tenth was mostly given to the Levites and 
priests (Num. 18:21-29) as a way to support these servants of God, since they did not 
possess land of their own. Foreigners living in the country, orphans, and widows also 
benefitted from the tithes (Deut. 14:28-29). When Malachi gave his prophecy, the 
Levites were no longer well supported. Because they had to look for other means of 
living, many of them had abandoned caring for the Temple and their duties in Temple 
worship. One of Malachi’s jobs was to remind the people of God’s command to tithe. 
Failing to do so was to cheat God (Mal. 3:8). God promised blessings to those who 
tithed (Mal. 3:10). Christians in the New Testament are instructed to give regularly, 
sacrificially, and cheerfully (2 Cor. 9:7-8). This is a way to support church leaders, 
missions, and the ministries of Christians. When we fail to support God’s work, we are 
robbing God—just as the people in Malachi’s time did … When we fail to support the 
work of God through giving our tithes and offerings, it hurts not only the ministers 
of the gospel and missions, it also hurts the vulnerable people like widows, orphans, 
homeless, and others who are supported through Christian ministry.” 8  

Point 3:   God warns His people of having no faith in their 
living (Mal. 3:13-15).

“The people were claiming that there was no difference between those who worshiped 
God and those who did not. Those who were wicked prospered and those who were 
faithful suffered. But God knew the difference and took note of it. The Day of the Lord 
will consume the wicked. But for those who fear the Lord, this day will be joyous.” 9  

“It was, in fact, of their purely material interpretation of the law and of their failure to 
perceive that its temporal promises were but symbols of eternal rewards that they broke 
into such rebellious resentfulness … It was such complaints as these that compelled 
the prophet to anticipate, as it were, the last judgment in which the wicked will be so 
far from even a pretense of happiness that their misery will be apparent to all, whereas 
the good, untroubled by even transitory sorrow, will enjoy a manifest and unending 
beatitude. Malachi has already given similar illustration of the kind of murmurings 
that wearied the Lord [see Mal. 2:17]. The only point I want to make is that such 
murmurings against God were the result of an unspiritual interpretation of the law.” 10  
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

Fall 2018 In the Beginning Creation and the Fall (Genesis; Job)

  God Establishes a Covenant People (Genesis)

  God Grows His Covenant People (Genesis)

Winter 2018-19 Out of Egypt God Redeems His People (Genesis; Exodus)

  God Provides for His People (Exodus)

  God Receives Worship from His People (Exodus; Leviticus)

Spring 2019 Into the Promised Land God Guides His People (Numbers; Deuteronomy)

  God Gives His People a Home (Joshua)

  God Delivers His People (Judges; Ruth)

Summer 2019 A Kingdom Provided God Provides a King (1 Samuel)

  God Provides a Godly King (1–2 Samuel; Psalms)

  God Provides a Wise King (1 Kings; Ecclesiastes)

Fall 2019 A Nation Divided God Speaks to His People (1–2 Kings)

  God Judges the Sin of His People (2 Kings; Prophets)

  God Shows Mercy to His People (2 Chronicles; Prophets)

Winter 2019-20 A People Restored God Sustains His People (Daniel)

  God Restores His People (Ezra; Prophets)

  God Prepares His People (Nehemiah; Esther; Malachi)

Spring 2020 Jesus the Messiah Jesus Comes into the World (Luke)

  Jesus Begins His Ministry (Gospels)

  Jesus Among the People (Gospels)

Summer 2020 Jesus the Servant Jesus the Healer (Gospels)

  Jesus the Teacher (Gospels)

  Jesus the Miracle-Worker (Gospels)

Fall 2020 Jesus the Savior Jesus and the Kingdom (Gospels)

  Jesus the Savior (Gospels)

  Jesus the Risen King (Gospels)

Winter 2020-21 The Mission Begins The Holy Spirit Comes (Acts; Epistles)

  Fundamentals of the Faith (Acts; Epistles)

  New Life in Christ (Acts; Epistles)

Spring 2021 The Church United Living Like Jesus (Acts; Hebrews)

  The Sent Church (Acts; Epistles)

  Don’t Forget (Acts; Epistles) 

Summer 2021 All Things New Paul in Prison (Acts; Epistles)

  Facing Adversity (Acts; Epistles)

  Jesus Will Come Again (Revelation)

Scope and Sequence
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Think about the encouragement people often share to 
help others through times of adversity. We might hear 
someone speak of how pressure is required to transform 
coal into a diamond; thus, pressure can be good for us, 
transforming us into someone better. Or we might be 
told of the hatchling that has to work to break through its 
eggshell, and that struggle is good for this creature—even 
necessary—so that it grows strong. Likewise, adversity 
strengthens us and positions us to be who we were meant 
to be.

While these illustrations might provide encouragement, 
they reveal something quite important about the 
world’s view of adversity. The world sees adversity as an 
opportunity for a person to dig deep, gaze within their soul, 
and discover who he or she truly is. But the gospel tells a 
different story—a better story. The gospel sees adversity 
as an opportunity for a person to look high above, gaze 
upon Christ, and see who He truly is. For it is Christ, not 
ourselves, who carries us through all trials and suffering. 
Adversity positions us to rely on Christ’s power, not an 
inner human strength that has been lying dormant. 

In this volume we pick up the story of Scripture with the 
Jews living in bondage in a foreign land, the result of their 
rebellion against God. But even in the midst of judgment, 
God’s faithful love still shines forth brightly. We will 
witness God continuing to guide, strengthen, and protect 
His people in their time of great adversity, not to help them 
discover who they were but rather to understand who He 
is. At the same time, we will see God continue to drive 
the events of history toward the fulfillment of His ancient 
promise to provide the Rescuer, the One who would free 
people from an even greater bondage, that of sin and death. 

EDITOR

A Word from the Editor
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