
84 Date of My Bible Study:  ______________________________

The Promise of a Coming King

SESSION IN A SENTENCE: God promised to send a Branch—Jesus—who 
would be struck down for sin to bring peace.

BACKGROUND PASSAGE: Zechariah

Imagine preparing to take children to Disney World. They are old enough to fully 
appreciate the experience, but they have never been there. Of course, they would be very 
excited, counting down the days. The pending departure would captivate their attention 
and even motivate their behavior. Their expectations would be nearly all-consuming. 

What was an outing, trip, or vacation, whether as a child, on your own, 
or with your own family, that captivated your attention as you looked 
forward to it? 
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Group Time

Point 1:   God will send a Branch who will take away 
iniquity (Zech. 3:8-10; 6:12).

3:8 “Listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your colleagues sitting before you; indeed, 
these men are a sign that I am about to bring my servant, the Branch. 9 Notice the 
stone I have set before Joshua; on that one stone are seven eyes. I will engrave an 
inscription on it”—this is the declaration of the Lord of Armies—“and I will take 
away the iniquity of this land in a single day. 10 On that day, each of you will invite 
his neighbor to sit under his vine and fig tree.” This is the declaration of the Lord 
of Armies. 
…………………………………
6:12 You are to tell him: This is what the Lord of Armies says: Here is a man whose 
name is Branch; he will branch out from his place and build the Lord’s temple. 

The Book of Zechariah is full of meaningful imagery. In these verses we see pictures of a 
branch, a vine and fig tree, and a stone. Ultimately, all of these symbolic pictures show 
the Messiah for what He would be—our hope. He is the source of life, resurrection, 
salvation, adoption, and mission. Each of these pictures frames the way we see and 
understand Jesus Christ and shapes the way we obey Him and walk in faithfulness.

How should these images shape the way we obey and walk in 
faithfulness to Jesus? 

When verse 9 speaks of iniquity being removed on a single day, Zechariah was making 
a prophecy that looked forward to the day when the Messiah would come. He was 
speaking of the judicial forgiveness that comes to sinners through the cross of Jesus 
Christ. The high priest made sacrifices at the temple to cover the sins of the people, but 
this was a temporary measure. The Branch, the Messiah, our Great High Priest, made 
the final sacrifice for sins with His own life, and as He said, “It is finished” (John 19:30).

Christ as Priest: As our Great High Priest, Jesus accomplishes the work of 

_________________________ us to God. He is the One whose perfect righteousness is 

presented to the Father for our _________________________. 
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Point 2:   God will send a King who will bring peace 
(Zech. 6:13; 9:9-10).

6:13 Yes, he will build the Lord’s temple; he will be clothed in splendor and will sit 
on his throne and rule. There will also be a priest on his throne, and there will be 
peaceful counsel between the two of them. 
…………………………………

 9:9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout in triumph, Daughter Jerusalem! Look, 
your King is coming to you; he is righteous and victorious, humble and riding on 
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the horse from Jerusalem. The bow of war will be removed, and he will 
proclaim peace to the nations. His dominion will extend from sea to sea, from the 
Euphrates River to the ends of the earth. 

Zechariah 6:13 points out that the Messiah is going to occupy multiple roles, roles 
that would not have been available to a single individual in the time of Zechariah. 
Specifically, the text describes a ruler who will be both a king and a priest. This 
ruled out the rulers of that day as kings and priests, by law, were two distinct roles of 
leadership for the Israelites. The Messiah would not only command the rule of nations 
but would also intercede spiritually on behalf of all those who have faith in Him. 

How does Jesus fulfill the roles of King and Priest in our lives? 

Zechariah 9:9-10 points directly to Jesus’ kingship, including its humble origins. This 
is the prophecy describing the coming King as one who would ride into Jerusalem—on 
what we now know as Palm Sunday—on a donkey (Matt. 21:1-9). With this image, the 
Lord shows the Messiah is going to advance a kingdom not of war but of peace. His 
reign will exist not only locally over the Jewish nation but will also extend to the ends of 
the earth and include people from every tribe and tongue. 

Christ as King: To restore His broken world, God promised a King who 

would _____________________ His people and _____________________ all of creation. 

The promise of a coming King finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ and looks 

forward to its _________________________ when Jesus returns for His bride, the 

_____________________. 

How can we honor our humble King of kings as we face the terrors of 
this world? 
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Point 3:   God will send a Shepherd who will be struck 
down for the sheep (Zech. 13:7-9).

 7 Sword, awake against my shepherd, against the man who is my associate—this is 
the declaration of the Lord of Armies. Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be 
scattered; I will turn my hand against the little ones. 8 In the whole land—this is 
the Lord’s declaration—two-thirds will be cut off and die, but a third will be left 
in it. 9 I will put this third through the fire; I will refine them as silver is refined 
and test them as gold is tested. They will call on my name, and I will answer them. 
I will say: They are my people, and they will say: The Lord is our God.” 

The coming Messiah is here described as the 
Lord’s Shepherd, and He is to be struck down. 
The One who stands with the Lord is, in fact, the 
one and only Son of God, and His sheep, His 
followers, would be scattered. Of course, this 
pictures the future arrest, trial, and crucifixion of 
Jesus, when His disciples abandoned Him 
(Matt. 26:31). But the Lord promises to preserve a 
remnant whom He will test and purify that they 
will call on Him alone as their God, and they will 
be His people.

In what ways has God refined your faith, even if through trials? 

The persecution and death that would rise up against the Lord’s Shepherd reminds 
us that God’s sovereignty extends even to the most painful of moments. This matters 
because it enables God’s people to trust Him, knowing there is purpose in our suffering. 
The pain that Jesus experienced was part of God’s plan to redeem humanity. The Lord 
Himself called for the “sword” to strike the Shepherd, reminiscent of Isaiah’s statement 
that the Lord was pleased to crush His Suffering Servant for our salvation (Isa. 53:10). 

Christ as Substitute: Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking 

upon Himself human nature with its demands and necessities and identifying 

Himself completely with humankind yet without sin. He honored the divine law 

by His personal _________________________, and in His substitutionary death on the 

cross, He made provision for the _________________________ of humanity from sin.

 Voices from  
the Church
“ It was not nails that held 
Jesus to that wretched 
cross; it was his unqualified 
resolution, out of love for 
his Father, to do his Father’s 
will—and, within that 
framework, it was his love 
for sinners like me.” 1 

–D. A. Carson
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Notes

My Mission
Because we have peace with God through Christ, we strive to live at peace with others 
and advance peace in the world around us to reflect the rule of our King. 

•  Of what do you need to repent to live 
in and enjoy the peace that God offers 
through faith in Christ?

•  What are some ways your group can 
strive for peace within your group 
and church? 

•  Who in your life needs to hear the good 
news about peace with God and others 
made available through the sacrifice of 
King Jesus? 

 Voices from  
the Church
“ God lives in peace and sends 
the Prince of Peace to rule in 
peace so we can experience 
peace. Pray for peace in your 
church, in your community, 
in your local politics, and 
in your nation. By being a 
person of peace, you are 
reflecting God’s character 
and desire.” 2 

–Africa Study Bible

© 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources



89Unit 17, Session 4

Daily Study

Day 1:   Read Zechariah 1:1–2:13 

I have three children. They’re all teenagers. I can’t count the number of times I’ve said to 
them, “Listen to me!” It can seem frustrating to get their attention. What’s more, I have 
tried to help them not make the same mistakes that I have made in the past. 

In these verses, God is doing much the same thing. God is trying to convince His 
people not to make the mistakes of their ancestors and to pay attention to Him. The 
beauty is that if they do, He promises that they will be with Him and He will be with 
them. This is the promise of the garden of Eden—once again, humanity and God 
walking together, experiencing the unbroken relationship of Creator and created. 

God continues to say these things to us today. He wants us to learn from history, He 
wants us to learn from His Word, and He wants us to follow Him in faith. Our promise 
is the same—that we will walk with Him and He with us. 

Are there areas of your life where God has been trying to get your 
attention? Are there areas where you need to obey Him but you have 
struggled to do so? 
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Day 2:   Read Zechariah 3:1–6:12 

I love what this passage tells us about the Branch as it has grown into a full vine 
(3:10). It says that the Branch will cast shade for those who gather under it. Read 
retrospectively, it says that the followers of Jesus are the ones who will sit under it. And 
then the passage calls God’s people to invite others to join them, sitting under the shade 
of the vine. 

This is important because, first, it reminds us that sitting under the vine is richly 
satisfying. That’s the picture here. There is restoration for hot and thirsty souls under 
the vine’s shade. Beyond that, though, it speaks to our role. We don’t provide shade; we 
just point to the One who does. The world is full of hot and thirsty people. We cannot 
quench their thirst, but we can give them directions to the One who can quench their 
thirst. God is calling His children to invite those they know who do not know Christ to 
join them in enjoying the comfort of the shade from the vine. 

Who is someone you know who does not know Christ that you should 
be inviting to “sit under Jesus’ vine”? 

Day 3:   Read Zechariah 6:13–9:17 

We are to rejoice, and we are to shout! These are the expectations for the children of 
God who have enjoyed the comfort and redemption of the Messiah (9:9). Remember 
this principle: The manner of our worship says something about the object of our worship. 
We celebrate the things that mean the most to us, the things that move us the most. 
Can you imagine a baby’s first birthday and no one celebrating? Can you imagine 
everyone just standing around, nodding lethargically? Of course not. Those days are 
fabulous celebrations that we enjoy. Why do we enjoy them, and why do we celebrate 
so loudly? We do this because we love the child and we understand the wonder of both 
birth and growth. The same type of elation should apply to our worship of the Messiah 
who has redeemed us. 

What does the manner of your worship say about the God you 
are worshiping? 
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Day 4:   Read Zechariah 10:1–12:14 

How much hope is present in Zechariah 10:6? It’s bubbling up on the page and spilling 
out in the life of those of us who are reading it in faith. It’s hard not to sit back and 
just be in awe of God’s covenant-keeping. God loves His people, and the promise of 
God across Scripture is that God will love, restore, and dwell with His people. This is 
what makes the name “Immanuel” so significant: “God is with us” (Isa. 7:14; 8:8). All 
the way back in the Abrahamic covenant, God promised to be with His people (Gen. 
17:7). And all the way forward to Revelation 21, God ultimately promises to be with 
His people (Rev. 21:3,7). The greatest promise recorded in Scripture from the time that 
Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden of Eden away from God’s presence is 
that God will once again be with us. This is yet another picture of God fulfilling that 
promise. One of the most beautiful pictures of this is Psalm 23:4. Even when we walk 
through the darkest valleys, we do not have to fear because God is with us. 

How does God’s promise of His presence give us hope? How is God’s 
presence able to keep us from fear? 

Day 5:   Read Zechariah 13:1–14:21 

God promises to put His people through a refining process. Increasingly, He will shape 
us into His Son’s image through this refinement (see Rom. 8:28-29). Refinement, 
though, is not easy. It is often painful and challenging. Thankfully, in this passage, 
God points out that we can cry out to Him as we walk through difficult moments. This 
guarantee is one of the beautiful realities of Jesus. He is not a God who is distant and 
uninterested. He is a God who loves His children, and as this passage reminds us, He is 
both with us and for us. The title “Immanuel,” used a few places in Scripture, literally 
means “God with us” (Isa. 7:14; 8:8; Matt. 1:23). He knows us, He loves us, and He 
invites us to cry out to Him. He promises to come to us and to be with us forever. 

Maybe you are struggling from time to time with some particular pain. You need to 
hear today that God is with you, He is for you, and He wants you to cry out to Him. 
He is your hope. 

In what areas of your life do you need to cry out to God, sharing with Him 
your hurt and confirming your confidence and hope in Him? 
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Notes

Encourage One Another
Join together with 2-4 people from your group, or with your family, sometime 
during the week to reflect on the session and to share how God is working and 
you are responding.

Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:

• God will send a Branch who will take away iniquity (Zech. 3:8-10; 6:12). 

• God will send a King who will bring peace (Zech. 6:13; 9:9-10). 

•  God will send a Shepherd who will be struck down for the sheep 
(Zech. 13:7-9).

How have you responded to these truths from Scripture? 

Why must sin be dealt with in order to have peace in life and with God? 

In what ways can we reflect who Jesus is by embodying peace, both 
corporately and individually? 
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UNIT 16

SESSION 1
1. H. A. Ironside, Daniel: An Ironside Expository Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 1920, reprint 2005), 35. 

2. Joni Eareckson Tada, A Place of Healing (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2010), 70.

SESSION 2
1. C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: HarperOne, 1980), 124.

2. John Mayer, Commentary upon All the Prophets, in Ezekiel, Daniel, ed. Carl L. Beckwith, vol. 12 in Reformation Commentary on Scripture: Old 
Testament (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2012) [Wordsearch].

3. Andrew Murray, Humility and Absolute Surrender (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2005), 27.

SESSION 3
1. Adapted from Anxious for Nothing, by John MacArthur (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2012), 70-71.

2. Steve Gaines, Pray Like It Matters (Tigerville, SC: Auxano Press, 2013), x.

3. Angukali Rotokha, “Daniel,” in South Asia Bible Commentary, gen. ed. Brian Wintle (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2015), 1100.

4. Warren W. Wiersbe, Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the Old Testament (Colorado Springs, CO: Victor, 1993), 571.

CHRISTMAS SESSION
1. Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the African, vol. 2 (London: 1789), 159.

2. Joe Kapolyo, “Matthew,” in Africa Bible Commentary, gen. ed. Tokunboh Adeyemo (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006), 1135.

3. C. H. Spurgeon, “God with Us”, in The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, vol. 21 (London: Passmore & Alabaster, 1876), 713.

SESSION 4
1. Cyril of Jerusalem, Catechetical Lectures 15.1, quoted in Ezekiel, Daniel, eds. Kenneth Stevenson and Michael Glerup, vol. XIII in Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament (IVP, 2013) [Wordsearch].

2. Mark Dever, The Message of the Old Testament (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006), 667.

UNIT 17

SESSION 1
1. Johnny Cash, “God’s Gonna Cut You Down,” American V: A Hundred Highways (Santa Monica, CA: American, 2006).

2. Stephen Charnock, Discourses upon the Existence and Attributes of God (New York: Robert Carter and Brother, 1874), 94.

3. Robert Murray McCheyne, in The Works of the Late Rev. Robert Murray McCheyne, vol. 2 (New York: Robert Carter, 1847), 179-80.

4. Jeffrey Krantz, “The 10 Least Popular Books of the Bible,” Overview Bible, September 5, 2018, https://overviewbible.com/10-least-popular-
books-bible-infographic.

SESSION 2
1. N. T. Wright, For All God’s Worth: True Worship and the Calling of the Church (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1997), 8.

2. A. W. Tozer, Worship: The Reason We Were Created—Collected Insights from A. W. Tozer (Chicago: Moody, 2017) [eBook].

SESSION 3
1. Elisabeth Elliot, On Asking God Why (Grand Rapids, MI: Revell, 1989), 142. 

2. Yoilah Yilpet, “Haggai,” in Africa Bible Commentary, gen. ed. Tokunboh Adeyemo (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006), 1102.

3. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Meditations on Psalms, ed. and trans. Edwin Robertson (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 72.

SESSION 4
1. D. A. Carson, Scandalous: The Cross and Resurrection of Jesus (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 30.

2. “Zechariah,” in Africa Study Bible (Oasis International Ltd, 2016), 1352.

UNIT 18

SESSION 1
1. D. Wilson, “Obituary: The Rev. Basil Woodd,” in The Christian Observer, vol. 31 (London: J. Hatchard and Son, Piccadilly, 1831), 312.

2. John R. W. Stott, The Cross of Christ (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2006), 281. 

SESSION 2
1. Crawford Loritts, Leadership as an Identity (Chicago, IL: Moody, 2009), 92.

2. Kathleen Nielson with D. A. Carson, Rebuild: A Study in Nehemiah (Nashville, TN: LifeWay Press, 2014), 36.

SESSION 3
1. Saint Augustine, Confessions, trans. Henry Chadwick (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), 138.

2. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Joy Unspeakable, ed. Christopher Catherwood (Wheaton, IL: Harold Shaw Publishers, 1984), 205.

SESSION 4
1. John Piper, “What Is Worship?” Desiring God, April 29, 2016, https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-is-worship.

2. J. D. Greear, “Surrender,” JDGreear.com, June 18, 2019, https://jdgreear.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/5b-Joshua-5-13-15-Surrender.pdf.

3. Oswald Chambers, in The Quotable Oswald Chambers, comp. and ed. David McCasland (Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House, 2008) [eBook].

Notes
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Think about the encouragement people 
often share to help others through times 
of adversity. We might hear someone 
speak of how pressure is required to 

transform coal into a diamond; thus, pressure can be good for 
us, transforming us into someone better. Or we might be told 
of the hatchling that has to work to break through its eggshell, 
and that struggle is good for this creature—even necessary—so 
that it grows strong. Likewise, adversity strengthens us and 
positions us to be who we were meant to be.

While these illustrations might provide encouragement, they 
reveal something quite important about the world’s view of 
adversity. The world sees adversity as an opportunity for a 
person to dig deep, gaze within their soul, and discover who he 
or she truly is. But the gospel tells a different story—a better 
story. The gospel sees adversity as an opportunity for a person to 
look high above, gaze upon Christ, and see who He truly is. For 
it is Christ, not ourselves, who carries us through all trials and 
suffering. Adversity positions us to rely on Christ’s power, not 
an inner human strength that has been lying dormant. 

In this volume we pick up the story of Scripture with the Jews 
living in bondage in a foreign land, the result of their rebellion 
against God. But even in the midst of judgment, God’s faithful 
love still shines forth brightly. We will witness God continuing 
to guide, strengthen, and protect His people in their time of 
great adversity, not to help them discover who they were but 
rather to understand who He is. At the same time, we will 
see God continue to drive the events of history toward the 
fulfillment of His ancient promise to provide the Rescuer, the 
One who would free people from an even greater bondage, that 
of sin and death. 

A Word from the Editor
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