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3Unit 17, Session

The Rebuilding of the Temple

SESSION IN A SENTENCE: God desires to dwell with His people and reveal 
His glory to them.

BACKGROUND PASSAGES: Haggai; Ezra 4–6

Our pride can blind us from seeing our shortcomings, but the world is quick to point 
out when we slip and fall short. Nothing wounds our pride more than being called 
out for a sin we have committed. It’s uncomfortable when anyone calls us out over 
our mistakes, but it’s even more difficult when it’s those who are close to us. We don’t 
like anyone to know that we fall short and fail. This is why we often struggle to have 
real intimacy in community. We have Sunday School classes, community groups, life 
groups, and so on, but they are often lackluster. We hesitate to be honest and intimate 
because we don’t want to be viewed as broken. We look around at everyone else who 
seems to have his or her life together, and we don’t want to be the only one who doesn’t 
have it together. But this isn’t a healthy way to live, nor does it glorify God.

What are some of the results of harboring secret sins? 

Unit 17, Session 3
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Group Time

Point 1:   God confronts His people about their  
misplaced priorities (Hag. 1:2-6).

2 “The Lord of Armies says this: These people say: The time has not come for the 
house of the Lord to be rebuilt.” 

3 The word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you 
yourselves to live in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? ” 5 Now, the 
Lord of Armies says this: “Think carefully about your ways:

 6 You have planted much but harvested little. You eat but never have enough to be 
satisfied. You drink but never have enough to be happy. You put on clothes but never 
have enough to get warm. The wage earner puts his wages into a bag with a hole in it.”

Notice in verse 2 that the Lord did not refer to the Israelites as “My people” but instead 
called them “these people.” It was a cold, distant descriptor and indicated from the very 
beginning of the prophet’s message that something was wrong. What could make God 
seem so distant and displeased with these people? They were unwilling to take the time 
to rebuild His temple. 

What does delayed obedience say about a person’s view of God? 

The people failed to focus on the Lord’s house 
because they focused on their own homes and 
provision. But in all the ways they tried to fill 
themselves, they only found themselves lacking. 
They were hungry, cold, and struggling. They 
were empty, and God connected their lack of 
fulfillment to their lack of faithfulness.

What are some ways we might be 
guilty of putting our own comfort 
ahead of obedience to God? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ The God of the universe has 
spoken, we believe what he 
says, and we will obey. We 
must make a decision that 
we will hold in the face of 
all opposition and apparent 
contradiction. The powers of 
hell can never prevail against 
the soul that takes its stand 
on God and on his Word.” 1 

–Elisabeth Elliot (1926-2015)
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Point 2:   God encourages His people with His  
presence (Hag. 1:12-13).

12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, and the 
entire remnant of the people obeyed the Lord their God and the words of the prophet 
Haggai, because the Lord their God had sent him. So the people feared the Lord.

13 Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, delivered the Lord’s message to the people: 
“I am with you—this is the Lord’s declaration.” 

Haggai preached, and the people listened. The word of the Lord through the prophet 
was heard, and the people responded in faith and obedience. This is a beautiful picture 
of repentance. It is also a reminder that obedience to the inspired Word of God is the 
visible evidence of a heart that follows God in faith (see Eph. 2:8-10; Jas. 2:17-18). To 
fear the Lord is to obey the Lord. So the evidence of our reverence and worship for God 
is our obedience to the Word that God has given to us. 

Inspiration of Scripture: The inspiration of Scripture refers to God’s 

_________________________ of the human authors of the Bible so that they 

_________________________ and _________________________ His message to humankind 

in their original writings. 

In response to their obedience, God made a promise to His people that conveyed 
comfort and hope—“I am with you.” God’s presence is the ultimate promise to His 
people. It is our greatest promise because separation from God was the curse that 
resulted from Adam and Eve’s great sin in the garden of Eden (Gen. 3:23-24). Too often 
we get so caught up in the various blessings that God provides to us that we miss the 
greatest blessing of all, namely, God Himself, whom we know through Jesus Christ. 

Christ’s Exaltation: Christ was exalted when God ____________________ Him from 

the dead, and Christ was exalted when He ______________________ to the Father’s 

right hand. He will be exalted by all creation when He ____________________. All of 

these aspects work together to magnify the glory and worth of Christ, resulting 

in the praise of the glory of His grace in rescuing ____________________.

How is God’s presence with us in Christ meant to encourage us? 
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Point 3:   God promises His people greater glory is  
to come (Hag. 2:6-9).

6 For the Lord of Armies says this: “Once more, in a little while, I am going 
to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 7 I will shake all the 
nations so that the treasures of all the nations will come, and I will fill this house 
with glory,” says the Lord of Armies. 8 “The silver and gold belong to me”—this is 
the declaration of the Lord of Armies. 9 “The final glory of this house will be greater 
than the first,” says the Lord of Armies. “I will provide peace in this place”—this is 
the declaration of the Lord of Armies. 

God once again spoke through the prophet Haggai to encourage His people as they 
rebuilt His temple. Though they were ill-equipped to give the Lord the temple He 
deserved among His creation, He promised to provide for its glory. The phrases “the 
heavens and the earth” and “the sea and the dry land” showed that everything would 
be affected by this movement of God. The ability of God to “shake” all the nations is a 
reminder of God’s omnipotence and authority. God is able to provide for His people, 
His temple, and His glory. 

God promised to provide glory for His house in Jerusalem; He also promised to provide 
peace for His people in this place. God is the One who brings peace, and His people are 
to practice peace and to pursue peace in their communities (Col. 3:15). 

•  Practice Peace: The Christian is called to live moment by moment in the 
peace that God brings. There will be times when this is more challenging, 
and even unnatural. In those moments we have to discipline ourselves to 
trust God and rest in His peace. This is why we say that we have to practice 
peace. It’s not natural for any of us. 

•  Pursue Peace: In Jeremiah 29:4-7, God spoke to exiles who were 
living under Babylonian rule, telling them to settle into their foreign 
accommodations and to pray and work for the “well-being” of the cities in 
which they were living. The word “well-being” is the Hebrew word shalom. 
God calls His people to live in the peace that He brings and to do what 
they can to disseminate that peace wherever they go. 

How can God’s peace on display in the lives of believers bring glory 
to God? 
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Notes

My Mission
Because God has forgiven our sin and dwells 
within us, we live in a way that shows God is our 
priority so others may see His glory. 

•  What steps of faith will you take to live 
for God’s glory?

•  How can your group work to spread the 
peace of God in your community? 

•  What priorities will you downplay 
to elevate the gospel mission of Jesus 
Christ in your life? 

 Voices from  
the Church
“ Believers in Christ have every 
reason to be encouraged. 
Jesus Christ will ultimately 
reign as King of kings and 
Lord of lords over all who 
trust in him. Our task is to 
persevere in the work he has 
called us to do.” 2 

–Yoilah Yilpet
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Daily Study

Day 1:   Read Haggai 1:1-11

My kids are older now, and you would think they would grow out of this at some point, 
but bedtime can still be a struggle. They are professionals at postponing it as long as 
they can. The Israelites shared a similar capacity, which we see acknowledged in 
Haggai 1:2: “The Lord of Armies says this: These people say: The time has not come 
for the house of the Lord to be rebuilt.”

God had called His people to rebuild the temple, 
and they kept saying that it was not the right 
time. In a real sense, they were repeating the same 
line that the serpent in the garden of Eden said 
to Eve when he tried to persuade her that God 
did not really say what He in fact did say. We 
can often be guilty of this, trying to obfuscate 
God’s revealed Word in an effort to avoid what 
He is calling us to do. Our response has to be 
repentance, faith, and obedience. 

How have you been guilty of pushing away obedience? 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ No one can say yes to 
God’s ways who has 
said no to his promises 
and commandments. 
Acceptance of the will 
of God comes in the 
daily submission under 
his Word.” 3 

–Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
(1906-1945)
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Day 2:   Read Haggai 1:12-15 

Notice the motivation for obedience from the Israelites: They feared the Lord and 
responded in obedience (v. 12). As followers of Jesus, we often misunderstand what 
our response should be when we recognize our disobedience. Too often we think 
the immediate response is just to do better. The problem is that doing better is not 
ultimately our reason for a lack of obedience. 

The real reason that Christians don’t obey is because we do not worship well. A true 
picture of God and ourselves leads to obedience. So the next time we find ourselves 
confronted by a lack of obedience, we ought to pay attention to the way we are 
disobeying, but the question of what we are worshiping ought to loom even larger in 
our minds.

How have you found that a lack of worship in your life leads to greater 
temptations to sin?

Day 3:   Read Haggai 2:1-23

Recently my daughter celebrated her birthday. Leading up to her actual birthday, she 
was a bit upset because she had not received any birthday cards in the mail. What she 
didn’t know was that her mom was confiscating them, waiting to give them to her on 
her birthday. Her mom was working, even when our daughter was unaware, because she 
wanted to surprise her with a big day. 

In verse 6, Haggai reminds us that God’s activity is not new. It is consistent with what 
He has done in the past. God is always at work. Always. Even when it seems God is 
silent, God is at work and is always on the move. This reality should simultaneously 
bring us both comfort and confidence. 

When has God appeared to have been silent in your life but later, in 
hindsight, you were able to see that He was working? 
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Day 4:   Read Ezra 4:1–5:17 

There is a popular idea that floats around contemporary Christian circles that if we 
honor God, He will bless our efforts. In other words, if our hearts are pure and we are 
working in a way that honors God, our plans will succeed. These ideas are supported 
by various Scriptures (see Josh. 1:8; Ps. 1:1-3). The problem is this is not always the case 
in Scripture. Sometimes those who are trying to honor God do succeed. Sometimes 
they ultimately succeed, but they often struggle in the meantime. And sometimes they 
seem to fail: They lose their lives; they are imprisoned. In this story, they ultimately 
succeed at building the temple, but not without great opposition, opposition that might 
often discourage us. In this story, God’s people are strongly opposed, and often as they 
attempted to accomplish God’s purposes. This should encourage us to be faithful in 
God’s work even when difficulty comes. 

In what ways have you experienced difficulty when trying to be faithful 
to God in the past? How does this encourage you to be faithful in 
the future?

Day 5:   Read Ezra 6:1-22 

I love the response of the Israelites in verse 16. They celebrated with joy. Far too often 
this kind of response to the work of God in our lives seems to be lacking. We focus 
on the difficulties of the faith or the challenges that we face in culture, and we fail to 
celebrate—to rest in the victories that God accomplishes. 

There is something good about enjoying the results of God’s faithfulness and our 
commitment to His work. When we celebrate these moments, we are participating in 
something of a precursor to our life in future glory, when we will celebrate forever the 
good life that comes with being present in the eternal kingdom of God. Celebration is a 
marker of the people of God, those who understand the depth of the sin and brokenness 
around them and in them and who are moved by the lengths to which God will go in 
the preservation of His kingdom. This is evidence of a God who is not distant but who 
is active among and loving toward us, a God who is worthy of our praise. 

What has God done in your life that is worthy of your celebration? Take a 
moment today and celebrate His good work in your life. 
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Notes

Encourage One Another
Join together with 2-4 people from your group, or with your family, sometime 
during the week to reflect on the session and to share how God is working and 
you are responding.

Share your thoughts and reflections on the truths from Scripture in this session:

• God confronts His people about their misplaced priorities (Hag. 1:2-6).

• God encourages His people with His presence (Hag. 1:12-13).

• God promises His people greater glory is to come (Hag. 2:6-9).

How have you responded to these truths from Scripture?

When have you felt that your comfort got in the way of worship? 

When has God’s presence or promises made you feel that your 
sacrifices as a Christian were worthwhile? 
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UNIT 16

SESSION 1
1. H. A. Ironside, Daniel: An Ironside Expository Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 1920, reprint 2005), 35. 

2. Joni Eareckson Tada, A Place of Healing (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2010), 70.

SESSION 2
1. C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York: HarperOne, 1980), 124.

2. John Mayer, Commentary upon All the Prophets, in Ezekiel, Daniel, ed. Carl L. Beckwith, vol. 12 in Reformation Commentary on Scripture: Old 
Testament (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2012) [Wordsearch].

3. Andrew Murray, Humility and Absolute Surrender (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2005), 27.

SESSION 3
1. Adapted from Anxious for Nothing, by John MacArthur (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2012), 70-71.

2. Steve Gaines, Pray Like It Matters (Tigerville, SC: Auxano Press, 2013), x.

3. Angukali Rotokha, “Daniel,” in South Asia Bible Commentary, gen. ed. Brian Wintle (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2015), 1100.

4. Warren W. Wiersbe, Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the Old Testament (Colorado Springs, CO: Victor, 1993), 571.

CHRISTMAS SESSION
1. Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the African, vol. 2 (London: 1789), 159.

2. Joe Kapolyo, “Matthew,” in Africa Bible Commentary, gen. ed. Tokunboh Adeyemo (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006), 1135.

3. C. H. Spurgeon, “God with Us”, in The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, vol. 21 (London: Passmore & Alabaster, 1876), 713.

SESSION 4
1. Cyril of Jerusalem, Catechetical Lectures 15.1, quoted in Ezekiel, Daniel, eds. Kenneth Stevenson and Michael Glerup, vol. XIII in Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament (IVP, 2013) [Wordsearch].

2. Mark Dever, The Message of the Old Testament (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006), 667.

UNIT 17

SESSION 1
1. Johnny Cash, “God’s Gonna Cut You Down,” American V: A Hundred Highways (Santa Monica, CA: American, 2006).

2. Stephen Charnock, Discourses upon the Existence and Attributes of God (New York: Robert Carter and Brother, 1874), 94.

3. Robert Murray McCheyne, in The Works of the Late Rev. Robert Murray McCheyne, vol. 2 (New York: Robert Carter, 1847), 179-80.

4. Jeffrey Krantz, “The 10 Least Popular Books of the Bible,” Overview Bible, September 5, 2018, https://overviewbible.com/10-least-popular-
books-bible-infographic.

SESSION 2
1. N. T. Wright, For All God’s Worth: True Worship and the Calling of the Church (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1997), 8.

2. A. W. Tozer, Worship: The Reason We Were Created—Collected Insights from A. W. Tozer (Chicago: Moody, 2017) [eBook].

SESSION 3
1. Elisabeth Elliot, On Asking God Why (Grand Rapids, MI: Revell, 1989), 142. 

2. Yoilah Yilpet, “Haggai,” in Africa Bible Commentary, gen. ed. Tokunboh Adeyemo (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006), 1102.

3. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Meditations on Psalms, ed. and trans. Edwin Robertson (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002), 72.

SESSION 4
1. D. A. Carson, Scandalous: The Cross and Resurrection of Jesus (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 30.

2. “Zechariah,” in Africa Study Bible (Oasis International Ltd, 2016), 1352.

UNIT 18

SESSION 1
1. D. Wilson, “Obituary: The Rev. Basil Woodd,” in The Christian Observer, vol. 31 (London: J. Hatchard and Son, Piccadilly, 1831), 312.

2. John R. W. Stott, The Cross of Christ (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2006), 281. 

SESSION 2
1. Crawford Loritts, Leadership as an Identity (Chicago, IL: Moody, 2009), 92.

2. Kathleen Nielson with D. A. Carson, Rebuild: A Study in Nehemiah (Nashville, TN: LifeWay Press, 2014), 36.

SESSION 3
1. Saint Augustine, Confessions, trans. Henry Chadwick (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), 138.

2. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Joy Unspeakable, ed. Christopher Catherwood (Wheaton, IL: Harold Shaw Publishers, 1984), 205.

SESSION 4
1. John Piper, “What Is Worship?” Desiring God, April 29, 2016, https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-is-worship.

2. J. D. Greear, “Surrender,” JDGreear.com, June 18, 2019, https://jdgreear.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/5b-Joshua-5-13-15-Surrender.pdf.

3. Oswald Chambers, in The Quotable Oswald Chambers, comp. and ed. David McCasland (Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House, 2008) [eBook].

Notes
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Think about the encouragement people 
often share to help others through times 
of adversity. We might hear someone 
speak of how pressure is required to 

transform coal into a diamond; thus, pressure can be good for 
us, transforming us into someone better. Or we might be told 
of the hatchling that has to work to break through its eggshell, 
and that struggle is good for this creature—even necessary—so 
that it grows strong. Likewise, adversity strengthens us and 
positions us to be who we were meant to be.

While these illustrations might provide encouragement, they 
reveal something quite important about the world’s view of 
adversity. The world sees adversity as an opportunity for a 
person to dig deep, gaze within their soul, and discover who he 
or she truly is. But the gospel tells a different story—a better 
story. The gospel sees adversity as an opportunity for a person to 
look high above, gaze upon Christ, and see who He truly is. For 
it is Christ, not ourselves, who carries us through all trials and 
suffering. Adversity positions us to rely on Christ’s power, not 
an inner human strength that has been lying dormant. 

In this volume we pick up the story of Scripture with the Jews 
living in bondage in a foreign land, the result of their rebellion 
against God. But even in the midst of judgment, God’s faithful 
love still shines forth brightly. We will witness God continuing 
to guide, strengthen, and protect His people in their time of 
great adversity, not to help them discover who they were but 
rather to understand who He is. At the same time, we will 
see God continue to drive the events of history toward the 
fulfillment of His ancient promise to provide the Rescuer, the 
One who would free people from an even greater bondage, that 
of sin and death. 

A Word from the Editor
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