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Unit 21, Session 2

Jesus Reveals 
His Mission
Summary and Goal 
In the previous session we discussed Jesus’ ministry in Capernaum and how He 
revealed His power, purpose, and compassion. In this session, we will look more 
closely at Jesus’ mission and how He revealed it to the people. We will consider how 
Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy of the Messiah and how the people rejected Jesus. 
Ultimately, the rejection shown in His hometown of Nazareth would culminate in 
His paramount rejection by the people at the crucifixion. In examining these truths, 
we will see that the way Jesus faced rejection can motivate us to continue to persevere 
in our mission to proclaim salvation through Christ even when we face rejection, 
including by those closest to us. 

Session Outline
1. Jesus declared He is the Messiah of Isaiah’s prophecy (Luke 4:16-22). 
2. Jesus predicted He would be rejected like the prophets (Luke 4:23-27). 
3. Jesus continued His ministry despite the people’s rejection (Luke 4:28-31). 
Background Passage: Luke 4:14-31

Session in a Sentence
Jesus declared that He is the promised Messiah and predicted that like the prophets, 
He too would be rejected by the people. 

Christ Connection
Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah wrote of God’s plan to 
send someone to bring good news and redeem His captive people. Jesus proclaimed 
that He is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy—the promised Messiah. Jesus was 
rejected by the people, but it was through that very rejection—the cross—that He 
provided redemption from sin. 

Missional Application
Because we have been saved through the rejection and sacrifice of Jesus, we persevere 
in our mission even when we face rejection from the people closest to us. 
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GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group Time

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 106) about C. S. Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe 
to comment on the role that ancient prophecy can sometimes play in stories. 

Many stories are centered around a hero who fulfills an ancient prophecy, a “chosen 
one” who saves the world as someone predicted they would long ago. For example, 
in The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis, the four protagonists, Lucy, 
Edmund, Susan, and Peter Pevensie, are predicted to fulfill a prophecy. Their friends 
Mr. and Mrs. Beaver tell the four siblings that there is a prophecy that says when two 
Sons of Adam and two Daughters of Eve sit on the four thrones of Cair Paravel, then 
the reign of the White Witch will be over and evil will be defeated. 1 Such stories are 
compelling to us. The characters in these stories surely face a lot of opposition along 
the way, but they stick to their purpose and persevere in their quest as they fulfill the 
prophecies foretold about them. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What real-life prophecies have been foretold about believers in Christ? 
(they will be raised from the dead; they will enjoy eternity with God in 
heaven; God has promised to complete the work He has begun in them 
to make them more like Jesus; they will receive the Holy Spirit upon 
believing in Jesus; they will be persecuted for the sake of Jesus)

SAY: Jesus is the real-life version of such a story. He is the fulfillment of an ancient prophecy. Although Jesus 
faced rejection from the family and friends He grew up with, He continued to press on along the difficult path to 
which He was called. 

SUMMARIZE: In the previous session we discussed Jesus’ ministry in Capernaum and how He revealed His 
power, purpose, and compassion. In this session, we will look more closely at Jesus’ mission and how He revealed 
it to the people. We will consider how Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy of the Messiah and how the people 
rejected Jesus. Ultimately, the rejection shown in His hometown of Nazareth would culminate in His paramount 
rejection by the people at the crucifixion. In examining these truths, we will see that the way Jesus faced rejection 
can motivate us to continue to persevere in our mission to proclaim salvation through Christ even when we face 
rejection, including by those closest to us. 

The additional commentary for this session is included on page 159 in this Leader Guide. 
For session-by-session training videos, please visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.  
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources. 
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Point 1:   Jesus declared He is the Messiah of Isaiah’s 
prophecy (Luke 4:16-22).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 4:16-22 (DDG p. 107). 

16 He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. As usual, he entered the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day and stood up to read. 17 The scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was given to him, and unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it 
was written:

 18 The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor. 
20 He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. And 

the eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 He began by saying to 
them, “Today as you listen, this Scripture has been fulfilled.”

22 They were all speaking well of him and were amazed by the gracious words that 
came from his mouth; yet they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son? ” 

SAY: Imagine the Jews in the synagogue, who recognized the ancient verses Jesus read, hearing Jesus declare 
He is the promised Messiah. How incredible it must have been for this carpenter’s son they had known from His 
youth to declare He was the One coming to save their people! 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 107) to establish the boldness of Jesus’ claim to fulfill the 
prophecy from Isaiah and the omniscience of God to proclaim the prophecy through Isaiah in the first place. 

That Jesus would claim to fulfill even one of the numerous Old Testament prophecies 
about the Christ is bold, but He did so because He is who He says He is—the Messiah 
who came to set the captives free from their sins. Only an all-knowing and sovereign 
God could have foretold the Messiah’s life with such accuracy hundreds of years before 
the events came to pass. We serve a timeless God of complete knowledge and authority 
who is worthy of our trust. 

Illustration: The odds that Jesus could have fulfilled all the messianic prophecies of the Old Testament by chance 
are astronomical. Peter W. Stoner, a former professor in mathematics and astronomy, for instance, concluded 
that an extremely conservative estimate of the chances of a man fulfilling just eight messianic prophecies is 1 
in 1017, which Stoner illustrated this way: “Suppose that we take 1017 silver dollars and lay them on the face of 
Texas. They will cover all of the state two feet deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass 
thoroughly, all over the state. Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must 
pick up one silver dollar and say that this is the right one. What chance would he have of getting the right one? 
Just the same chance that the prophets would have had of writing these eight prophecies and having them all 
come true in any one man, from their day to the present time, providing they wrote using their own wisdom.” 2 
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FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 107). 

God Is Omniscient: God’s knowledge is complete, and as He is outside of 

time, He has known from all eternity whatever will come to pass.

Essential Doctrine “God Is Omniscient”: Scripture teaches that God is all-knowing. He is the One who 
“has perfect knowledge” (Job 37:16), and this knowledge extends to all things past, present, and future, 
including the future decisions of His free creatures. His knowledge is complete, and as He is outside of time, 
He has known from all eternity whatever will come to pass. In response to God’s omniscience, we admit our 
finite knowledge and trust His decisions as wise and good.

EXPLAIN the following details about the Isaiah passage that Jesus read from.
•  The passage Jesus read from Isaiah 61:1-2, with an insertion from 58:6, reveals that the Messiah’s mission 

is, in summary, to proclaim good news to the poor. Isaiah’s prophecy provided hope to Jewish exiles 
in Babylon that they would one day be free from their oppressors, but Jesus’ ministry was aimed at the 
ultimate fulfillment of this passage—freedom from sin for the whole world. 

•  Yet Jesus left off a reference to the day of God’s vengeance from His reading of Isaiah 61:2. Though 
judgment would certainly come one day, and in other places Jesus taught explicitly on this fact, Jesus’ 
primary purpose in His first coming to earth was to create a path of salvation for all people, Jew and 
Gentile alike. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some ways the good news of Jesus addresses the suffering 
the world experiences today? (injustice will one day be dealt with and 
justice will be restored; sickness, deformity, and death will one day be 
removed from the human experience; the weight of sin and judgment we 
all bear apart from Christ is removed by coming to Him in faith) 

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 107) to comment on how the people’s response to Jesus’ 
claim to be the Messiah was initially positive. However, this would be short-lived. 

By declaring Himself to be the Messiah, Jesus would offend many, but that didn’t 
stop Him. As the Messiah, He would still act in accordance with His identity and 
accomplish the things the Messiah was prophesied to accomplish. The people responded 
positively to His words, but their affirmation was short-lived. 
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Point 2:   Jesus predicted He would be rejected like the 
prophets (Luke 4:23-27).

READ Luke 4:23-27 (DDG p. 108). 

23 Then he said to them, “No doubt you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Doctor, 
heal yourself. What we’ve heard that took place in Capernaum, do here in your 
hometown also.’ ”

24 He also said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 But 
I say to you, there were certainly many widows in Israel in Elijah’s days, when the 
sky was shut up for three years and six months while a great famine came over all the 
land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them except a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 
27 And in the prophet Elisha’s time, there were many in Israel who had leprosy, and 
yet not one of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 108) to point out how Jesus anticipated the people’s 
rejection of Him and that this rejection foreshadowed the events that would lead to His crucifixion. 

Jesus, being the divine Son of God, 
possessed a knowledge of others’ thoughts, 
so He knew those in Nazareth held 
some doubts about Him. The proverb 
“Doctor, heal yourself” would have been 
an expression of doubt that Jesus had 
performed the miracles they heard He did. 
Jesus preempted their taunts by predicting 
they would reject Him, just like Israel 
had rejected the prophets throughout 
her history. Jesus’ rejection in Nazareth 
foreshadows His larger-scale rejection by the 
Jews in Jerusalem—His crucifixion. 

•  Jesus knew that the path He walked would lead to rejection and death on a cross at the hands of the very 
ones He came to save. In Nazareth, Jesus was rejected by those closest to Him; in Jerusalem, He was 
rejected by the majority of His own people. The Jews had received the prophecies of the coming Messiah 
and were waiting expectantly for a King to save them, but when He appeared and was not what they 
wanted, they spurned Him, just as Jesus predicted they would.

 Voices from 
Church History
“ He assumed a body 
capable of death, in order 
that it, through belonging 
to the Word Who is above 
all, might become in dying 
a sufficient exchange for 
all, and, itself remaining 
incorruptible through His 
indwelling, might thereafter 
put an end to corruption 
for all others as well, by the 
grace of the resurrection.” 3 

–Athanasius (c. 296-373)
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INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What doubts might arise in our own hearts as we consider the claims 
of Christ? (that He really could overcome all the evil in the world; that 
He can help people through their trauma and addictions; that He really is 
coming again to set all things right)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 108) to elaborate on the significance of Jesus’ references 
to Elijah and Elisha in light of Israel’s history of rejecting the prophets during its darker periods. 

In His declaration about the people’s coming rejection of Himself, Jesus referenced 
Elijah and Elisha, recalling one of the worst periods of apostasy in Israel’s history. 
Elijah and Elisha were prophets to the Northern Kingdom of Israel, yet their work often 
addressed those outside of the nation. When the Israelites rejected God’s blessings, those 
blessings were extended to the Gentiles even though they were outside of God’s chosen 
people. In rejecting Jesus, the Jews would be rejecting God’s blessing, just as their 
ancestors had, and so, His ministry would go forth to the ends of the earth. 

•  Jesus’ examples of prophets Israel had rejected and their ministry outside of Israel: 
–During a famine, Elijah went sent not to the widows of Israel but to a widow at Zarephath in 
Sidon—a Gentile (1 Kings 17:8-24).  
–Likewise, Elisha went sent not to the many Israelite lepers but instead cleansed only Naaman the 
Syrian—also a Gentile (2 Kings 5:1-19). 

•  By speaking of this period of Israel’s history, Jesus connected Himself to the prophets Elijah and Elisha 
while likening the Nazarenes to the apostate Israelites. Just as Elijah and Elisha had continued their 
ministry in serving the Gentiles in the midst of their rejection by the Israelites, so would Jesus leave 
Nazareth and continue His ministry elsewhere, and through His disciples, His message of good news will 
reach the ends of the earth.

Illustration: Some years ago, two young scientists from Detroit, Michigan, tried to solve a frustrating 
problem. They wanted to create a top-notch grease, dirt, and bacteria cleaner. They began experimenting 
with formula after formula. One, two, three, 100, 200, 300, even 400 attempts, but they still were not 
pleased with the results. Four hundred and eight times they failed to produce what they wanted, but on 
attempt 409, they succeeded; hence, we have Formula 409®, the common household grease-cutting cleaner. 4 
Just as these scientists were undeterred by rejection, so Jesus moved on after encountering rejection in order 
to fulfill the plan God set before Him, which He also knew would extend the blessings of God to all the 
peoples of the world.

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

Who are some people on the margins of your community, and how can 
you reach out to them with the gospel? (be prepared to give an answer 
of your own to jump-start the conversation) 
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Point 3:   Jesus continued His ministry despite the 
people’s rejection (Luke 4:28-31).

SAY: Confronting someone is never easy, but sometimes it is necessary. Sometimes our confrontations have the 
best possible outcome we could hope for. Other times people respond negatively to our warnings. Although the 
people of Nazareth had an opportunity to heed Jesus’ warning, repent, and accept Him, they chose instead to 
reject Him, just as He had predicted they would. 

READ Luke 4:28-31 (DDG p. 109). 

28 When they heard this, everyone in the synagogue was enraged. 29 They got 
up, drove him out of town, and brought him to the edge of the hill that their town 
was built on, intending to hurl him over the cliff. 30 But he passed right through the 
crowd and went on his way. 

31 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and was teaching them 
on the Sabbath. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 109) to point out that while those in Nazareth rejected 
Jesus and attempted to throw him over a cliff, the appointed time for Jesus to die had not yet come. Note that 
the rejection Christ faced in enduring the cross is the reason why His followers will not have to face rejection 
before God. 

Once again, the events following Jesus’ sermon at Nazareth foreshadow the events that 
would come to pass at Jerusalem. The people, angered by His message, attempted to 
throw Him off a cliff to kill Him, just as the Pharisees would one day bring Jesus before 
Pilate and the angry crowds would shout, “Crucify Him!” But Jesus was not to die 
before His appointed time in Jerusalem, so in Nazareth, He passed through the crowd 
and left unharmed. 

•  The Nazarenes drove Jesus out of His hometown, highlighting the rejection of Christ by the world. Yet 
Jesus’ ultimate rejection at the cross paved the way for all who believe in Him to be accepted rather than 
rejected by God. Although we deserve to be rejected because of our sins, Christ bore our rejection and 
paid the debt we owe. Through Him we find salvation. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What comfort and encouragement should we take from the fact that 
Jesus passed through the crowd unharmed? (even in the midst of 
rejection and conflict, God remains sovereign; God’s plan for our lives 
cannot be thwarted by the rejection of people; we can be bold to speak 
the truth in love because human beings cannot take us out of God’s hand; 
our days are in the Lord’s hand and we can trust Him to take us to our 
appointed end) 
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 109) to highlight Jesus’ commitment to continue His 
ministry despite facing rejection, even in His hometown. 

Near the beginning of His earthly ministry, Jesus experienced what could be described 
as a spectacular failure. Not only was He rejected by His hometown, but the people of 
His hometown, possibly including family and friends and family friends, wanted to kill 
Him for His words. Yet Jesus did not call it quits; He continued on with His ministry. 
Jesus, the ultimate ambassador of the kingdom of God, faced head-on the kingdom of 
this world and its opposition. In a world full of people who operate under the influence 
of Satan, Jesus demonstrated the boldness of God’s kingdom in His faithfulness to His 
call even amidst rejection. 

Application: Often times we can have a glorified view of what it means to follow Jesus. We might even think 
becoming a Christian is a ticket to an easy earthly life. But while Jesus preached the peace of His kingdom, 
the very fact that the kingdom of God is invading earthly spaces means that Christians will face opposition, 
both spiritual and physical, as the time draws closer for Christ to return in His fullness. 

Filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, however, we too may press on in pursuing Christ and sharing His 
gospel with the world even when we face painful rejection. In these times, we must cling to the truth of the 
gospel and continue to love all our enemies as we share the gospel with them and still more. Christ is our 
example of how to live in the face of rejection; we must remain faithful to the gospel mission. Fortunately, 
He does not leave us all alone on this path. He is with us every step of the way and His Spirit guides us. No 
matter how difficult the situation, we must take heart and persevere in our mission. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 109). 

The World Opposed to God: In many instances in Scripture, the term world 

refers to an active and evil spiritual force that is in direct conflict with God and 

His kingdom. This evil world force operates under Satan’s control, displaying 

the same self-centeredness and deceit that is found within his character. 

Christians are called to overcome this world of spiritual evil by faith in the 

Son of God. 

Essential Doctrine “The World Opposed to God”: There are times in Scripture where the term world 
refers to more than the physical planet Earth or the collective human population. In many instances, the 
term refers to an active and evil spiritual force that is in direct conflict with God and His kingdom. This evil 
world force operates under Satan’s control (Eph. 2:2; John 14:30), displaying the same self-centeredness and 
deceit that is found within his character. Christians are called to overcome this world of spiritual evil by faith 
in the Son of God (1 John 5:4-5). 
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My Mission

EXPLAIN: Fear of rejection can hinder us from fulfilling our God-given mission because it can cause us to shy 
away from the boldness that a faithful gospel witness requires of us. Jesus chose to yield Himself in loving obedience 
to the Father’s plan over and above earthly feelings of rejection; in the same way, we too can choose to yield to the 
Father’s plan despite the momentary bouts of rejection we may feel at times. There is a legitimate cost that comes with 
following Jesus and living for His mission. We cannot pretend that it does not hurt our hearts when our friends or 
family members drive us away. But in comparison with the reward of Christ, this cost is well worth it. Jesus is worth 
every ounce of suffering that comes on the dangerous road of following Him. So let us be bold in our mission, taking 
heart that Jesus did not give up in the face of rejection, even on the cross, and He will enable us to do the same.

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 110), and encourage group members 
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word. 

Because we have been saved through the 
rejection and sacrifice of Jesus, we persevere 
in our mission even when we face rejection 
from the people closest to us.

•  How will you honor Jesus by 
faith because of the freedom and 
salvation He brings?

•  How might your group comfort 
and encourage one another when 
faithfulness to the gospel mission 
leads to rejection?

•  Who will you share the gospel 
with even though you may experience rejection?

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Father, You love the world, but because of human sin, the world rejects Your good 
purposes to redeem and restore through Your Son, Jesus. Thank You for sending Jesus as the Messiah who was 
rejected by humanity so we could gain Your acceptance. As Your Son persevered in the face of rejection, help us to 
rely on the Holy Spirit to do the same as we minister to sinners entangled in a world that hates You. Amen. 

PACK ITEM 12: EYES ON ETERNITY: Cut out these bookmarks and pass them out to group members to 
help them keep a proper perspective on the rejection they may experience when sharing the gospel.

INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study 
devotions in their DDG (pp. 111-113), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small 
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 113) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded 
upon the foundation of God’s Word.

 Voices from  
the Church
“ Rejection should not 
drive us to dial back our 
devotion to Jesus. Instead, 
we lean into it. There’s no 
relationship more precious, 
none more important … 
The cry of our heart ought 
to be to know him. Sharing 
in his suffering deepens 
that knowing.” 5 

–Kim Cash Tate
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Daily Discipleship 
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage 
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in 
the DDG (pp. 111-113) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for 
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 113) will help group members and families 
fellowship with one another with purpose. 

Daily Study

Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 111-113) will help group members take initiative in 
their own discipleship. 

•  Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles 
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time 
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

•  Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 4 as a part of point 2 in the 
session: We who constitute the Christian church should not presume anything 
merely because of our religious heritage. We must be careful to heed God’s 
Word whenever it is being proclaimed truthfully, regardless of the messenger. 

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG. 
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social 
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live 
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use: 

•  Day 2: “God’s people can have confidence that in the end we will truly see justice 
for all because of God’s immutable goodness and His unwavering promises.” 

•  Day 5: “Like Jesus, we too can trust in God to complete His plans knowing 
that no harm will come to us unless He permits it.”

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to 
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link 
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging 
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another

This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 113) 
will help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session 
and to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family 
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.

•  Encourage group members to share about the rejection they have each 
experienced because of their faith in Christ and how the gospel speaks to this. 

•  See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith, 
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Unit 21, Session 2: Jesus Reveals His Mission

Point 1:   Jesus declared He is the Messiah of Isaiah’s 
prophecy (Luke 4:16-22).

“This announcement takes place during Jesus’ visit to the synagogue of Nazareth where 
he publicly presents himself to the nation as God’s Messiah. Invited by the leader of the 
synagogue to read from the Scriptures, Jesus stands, is handed a scroll that he unrolls 
to the intended passage, reads the passage, rolls the scroll up again, hands it back to 
the attendant, and sits down to speak while all eyes remain fixed on him (4:16-20). 
The interest of those present is intense, and Luke prolongs the silence surrounding 
the reading to make it clear that the eyes of all in the synagogue are fixed on Jesus’ 
every move.” 6  

Point 2:   Jesus predicted He would be rejected like the 
prophets (Luke 4:23-27).

“Jesus implicitly put Himself in the same category of authority as the Old Testament 
prophets Elijah and Elisha (vv. 25-27). Also, by highlighting God’s ministry to 
Gentiles through these prophets—having sent Elijah to meet the needs of a widow 
living outside Israel and having brought a foreign general to Elisha for healing—Jesus 
underscored His intention to fulfill God’s mission of extending the offer of salvation to 
all people (i.e., including Gentiles among the poor, the captives, the blind, and the 
oppressed; vv. 18-19). As the Jews had rejected the prophets of the Old Testament, so 
the infuriated Jews rejected Jesus in His hometown synagogue (vv. 28-30).” 7 

Point 3:   Jesus continued His ministry despite the 
people’s rejection (Luke 4:28-31).

“The attempt to kill Jesus (cf. 2:35) reveals that the shadow of the cross was cast early in 
Jesus’ ministry … passing through their midst. Luke does not explain how Jesus did 
this, but, since an entire mob was arrayed against him, some miraculous deliverance by 
the power of the Holy Spirit would seem to be the case. It was not yet Jesus’ time to die, 
because his ‘hour’ had not come (22:53; John 7:30).” 8  
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Author of multiple books, including  
This Is Our Time: Everyday Myths in Light of the Gospel

With this volume of The Gospel Project, the storyline of the 
Bible shifts from the Old Testament to the New, and we 
enter the era in which God begins to fulfill His promise 
of salvation through the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
In the sessions that follow, you’ll take a closer look at the 
context surrounding the birth of Jesus, the theological 
parallels between Adam and Jesus (the last Adam), as well 
as the early ministry of Jesus. 

Some of these stories will be familiar to you and the rest of 
your group—the Christmas story, for example, or the story 
of Jesus’ temptation. In the familiar stories, we want to help 
you see aspects of the Gospel accounts that you may have 
overlooked. In the less familiar stories, we want to help you 
see the beauty of Jesus’ interaction with all kinds of people 
with all kinds of needs and all kinds of backgrounds. 

Our hope as you study the Scriptures is that you will be 
drawn to worship Jesus as the Savior and Lord who fulfills 
God’s original intention for us as His people. Here we see 
a Jesus withstanding temptation, calling disciples, loving 
the unlovable, and battling the evil one. May your worship 
of this Savior lead you to faithful obedience to His call in 
extending grace and mercy and the message of salvation to 
those around you. 
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