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Unit 19, Session 5

Jesus at the Temple
Summary and Goal 
Jesus’ faithfulness to His heavenly Father’s mission was evident from early on in His 
life. Even as a child, Jesus prioritized the work His Father had given Him to do. In 
Luke 2:40-52, we are told that as Jesus grew, He increased in wisdom and in stature. 
From an early age, Jesus demonstrated wisdom concerning His Father’s law, He 
prioritized His Father’s work, and He evidenced favor with God and with people. 
Each step of His earthly life prepared Him to implement the eternal mission His 
Father had given Him: to live a life of complete obedience, die on the cross for our 
sins, and rise again in victory. Because we belong to God in Christ, we strive to grow 
in wisdom and obedience as we join with Jesus in being about our Father’s work. 

Session Outline
1. Jesus demonstrates wisdom in God’s law (Luke 2:40-47). 
2. Jesus prioritizes His Father’s work (Luke 2:48-50). 
3. Jesus increases in favor with God and with people (Luke 2:51-52). 
Background Passage: Luke 2:40-52

Session in a Sentence
Even as a child, Jesus prioritized the work His Father had given Him to do. 

Christ Connection
As Jesus grew, He increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and with 
people. Each step of His life prepared Him to implement the eternal mission His 
Father had given Him: to live a life of complete obedience, die on the cross for our 
sins, and rise again in victory.

Missional Application
Because we belong to God in Christ, we strive to grow in wisdom and obedience as 
we join with Jesus in being about the Father’s work.
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GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group Time

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Use the paragraph in the DDG (p. 43) to establish that the Bible teaches not only that Jesus is fully 
divine but also fully human, and as such, He grew in wisdom and in stature while on earth. 

Christians believe that Jesus is the Son of God, that He is fully divine. Christians also 
believe that Jesus is fully human. The Old Testament foretold that the promised One, 
the Messiah, would be a man (Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Mic. 5:3), and the New Testament affirms 
that Jesus’ earthly life bore all the marks of Him being human. Jesus grew in wisdom 
and in stature from…  
 His conception  
  to a baby born  
   to a toddler  
    to a young boy  
     to a young man  
      to a man on a mission. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some ways Jesus may have grown in wisdom and in stature? 
(Jesus grew in height and weight; He learned personal hygiene; He 
experienced puberty; His voice got deeper; He learned about the world 
and the way the world works and should work; He experienced firsthand 
the effects of the fall on the world and people; He learned to obey and 
trust His Father)

SAY: Jesus set an example for all of us to follow throughout His life. The gospel, however, tells us that the way to 
salvation and holiness is not by mere imitation of Christ but through union with Christ by faith. 

SUMMARIZE: In Luke 2:40-52, we are told that as Jesus grew, He increased in wisdom and in stature. From 
an early age, Jesus demonstrated wisdom concerning His Father’s law, He prioritized His Father’s work, and He 
evidenced favor with God and with people. Each step of His earthly life prepared Him to implement the eternal 
mission His Father had given Him: to live a life of complete obedience, die on the cross for our sins, and rise 
again in victory. Because we belong to God in Christ, we strive to grow in wisdom and obedience as we join with 
Jesus in being about our Father’s work. 

The additional commentary for this session is included on page 151 in this Leader Guide. 
For session-by-session training videos, please visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.  
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources. 
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Point 1:   Jesus demonstrates wisdom in God’s law 
(Luke 2:40-47).

SAY: We do not know much about Jesus Christ as a child, but what we do know is sufficient to see that He was 
well aware of His identity and mission.

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 2:40-47 (DDG p. 44).

40 The boy grew up and became strong, filled with wisdom, and God’s grace was 
on him. 

41 Every year his parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover Festival. 42 When 
he was twelve years old, they went up according to the custom of the festival. 
43 After those days were over, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44 Assuming he was in the traveling party, 
they went a day’s journey. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 
46 After three days, they found him in the temple sitting among the teachers, listening 
to them and asking them questions. 47 And all those who heard him were astounded 
at his understanding and his answers. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 44) to note how Luke depicted Jesus as a special child in 
terms of God’s grace upon Him, yet this was still reflective of Jesus’ status as a human being. 

The fourfold description of Jesus in verse 40 is a brief but significant summation of His 
life as a child. Luke emphasized Jesus’ full humanity, not only that He grew from an 
infant to a boy to a man but also that He grew in His wisdom and perception of God’s 
will. God’s grace was on Jesus, which meant that He was the object of God the Father’s 
special attention, yet this was still reflective of His status as a human being. 

•  God puts His grace upon all of His children, upon all those who have come to His Son in repentance and 
faith and been adopted into His family (John 1:11-12). In the Book of Acts, the early church experienced 
the “great grace” of God upon them as they loved one another and testified to the resurrection of Jesus. 
This grace worked itself out in their actions toward others (Acts 4:32-35). This is true even more so in the 
perfect life of Jesus, even as a boy.

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

Why is it important to keep in mind that Jesus is fully human as we are? 
(so we know He was a fit substitute for us in our sinfulness; so we look to 
Him as the perfect model for what humanity could and should be; so we 
follow Him as our perfect example of faithful obedience to God; so we 
can know the fullness of what God is like) 
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 44) to show how Jesus’ special relationship to God was 
demonstrated in His interactions as a boy with the religious teachers at the temple. 

Jesus’ parents again demonstrated their faithfulness to the Lord by traveling to 
Jerusalem every year to celebrate Passover. But on this occasion, twelve-year-old Jesus 
remained in Jerusalem as His family left with a caravan of families to return home. 
When they found Him—three days later!—Jesus was with the teachers in the temple. 
Everyone in His presence was amazed at His wisdom and understanding as He listened 
and asked questions. At this point in time, the religious leaders responded in wonder to 
young Jesus’ wisdom. But as a man, the religious leaders would respond in outrage. 

•  In the Jewish culture of the day, students often would enter into question-and-answer dialogue with their 
religious teachers about spiritual things in order to learn and apply their learning. It is somewhat ironic 
to consider Jesus at this point in His life sitting at the feet of and learning from the religious teachers. In 
the remainder of Luke’s account, it would be “older” Jesus’ questions and answers that would astound and 
anger the teachers of His day and shake the same religious establishment to its core. 

Commentary: The Passover Festival recalled the Passover event from the Old Testament and commemorated 
God’s deliverance of His people out of slavery in Egypt. As the Old Testament reminds us, the night before 
the exodus of God’s people, the death angel visited the firstborn of each family in the last plague of judgment 
over Egypt. However, when the angel came upon the households of the Israelites, he observed the blood of 
the Passover lamb smeared around the doorway and “passed over” those homes. The journey to celebrate 
Passover involved thankfulness and remembrance for God’s grace and mercy to their people (Ex. 11–13). 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How can we grow in wisdom concerning the things of God? (we must 
first be saved from our sin and given the Holy Spirit; we must pray and ask 
God for such wisdom, believing that He generously gives wisdom to all 
who ask it of Him; we need to give time and attention to the Word of God; 
we must obey the things God calls us to in the Scriptures; we should learn 
from the godly wisdom of others, both past and present)
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Point 2:   Jesus prioritizes His Father’s work 
(Luke 2:48-50).

READ Luke 2:48-50 (DDG p. 45).

48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why 
have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 

49 “Why were you searching for me? ” he asked them. “Didn’t you know that it was 
necessary for me to be in my Father’s house? ” 50 But they did not understand what he 
said to them. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 45) to highlight the significance of Jesus’ first spoken words 
recorded in Luke’s Gospel, which communicated His identity in relation to God the Father. 

Mary spoke to Jesus as a child and referenced the impact His actions had on herself and 
Joseph, His earthly father. They were anxious and scared. What parent wouldn’t be? 
Jesus, however, responded with His first words in Luke’s Gospel, words that spoke to 
His identity: The God of the temple they were standing in is His Father; He is the Son 
of God. This response confounded Mary and Joseph even as it confirmed His unique 
relationship with God the Father. 

•  While young Jesus responded to Mary’s question with a question, Jesus’ question also made a bold 
statement: Jesus understood that God is His Father, a special relationship that would have a unique 
impact upon His life, mission, and actions (see John 5:19; 8:27-29; 10:30; 14:9-11). 

•  It must be understood that while Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem for three days and answered Mary’s 
question with a question, He was not being disobedient or disrespectful to His earthly parents. Jesus 
is like us in every way except without sin (Heb. 4:15). His behavior and response to Mary and Joseph 
emphasized the priority of His relationship to His heavenly Father. He knew at least this much of His 
identity from a young age. 

Commentary: Luke bookended his account of Jesus’ life with the context of worship in the setting of the 
temple (see Luke 1:5-12; 24:51-53). The pre-ministry infancy and childhood section of Luke is also set largely 
in the temple (see 2:27,46). Understanding Jesus’ identity, therefore, is tied to Israel’s worship in the temple 
because He is the rightful Son of the God of their worship. 
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 45) to help your group understand how the conversation 
between Mary and her Son, Jesus, addressed His mission on earth. 

It had been twelve years since the angelic 
messenger had proclaimed to Mary that 
Jesus was the Son of God. But despite 
the past revelations she and Joseph had 
received concerning Jesus, Mary seems 
to have forgotten just who her Son really 
was and what He had come to do. This 
incident in the temple provided a needed 
reminder of Jesus’ identity to His earthly 
parents. It also clarified the focus of His 
mission: His priority was obedience to His 
heavenly Father. 

•  Mary and Joseph needed to be reminded of Jesus’ mission 
as well as His identity. Jesus had to be about His heavenly 
Father’s business, even if it appeared to strain His relationship 
with His earthly parents. Jesus remained committed to His 
parents and family. He made sure to provide for the care of 
His mother even as He hung dying on the cross (John 19:25-27). But the priority of His mission meant 
that He was committed even more so to His disciples and followers, the beginnings of His church—these 
were His mother and brothers (Matt. 12:46-50; Luke 8:19-21).

•  Jesus’ disciples also failed to grasp the significance of His identity and mission. They may have recognized 
His divinity, but they often questioned His methods. And when Jesus told them that He would die and 
rise again, they struggled to understand; Peter even dismissed the idea outright (Matt. 16:15-25). It would 
only be in Jesus’ resurrection that such misunderstandings would begin to be resolved. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What are some ways believers need to prioritize the mission of God in 
their lives? (they should be praying for and seeking out opportunities to 
share the gospel of Christ; they should make it their aim to love everyone; 
they should commit wholeheartedly to loving and serving their churches) 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ His whole life and death 
were nothing else but 
perfect obedience to the 
will of his heavenly Father, 
and he was always fully 
occupied in that task. He 
teaches us that if we look to 
be children and co-heirs by 
adoption along with Christ 
of his Father’s kingdom, 
we must also along with 
our Master and Lord yield 
ourselves up wholly to the 
will of our heavenly Father 
and always be occupied in 
his business.” 1 

–Bernard Gilpin 
(c. 1517-1583)
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Point 3:   Jesus increases in favor with God and with 
people (Luke 2:51-52).

READ Luke 2:51-52 (DDG p. 46).

51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was obedient to them. 
His mother kept all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and with people. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 46) to establish that Jesus was completely obedient to His 
parents throughout His earthly life, including during the temple incident when He went missing. 

After this incident, Jesus went home to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph, and they 
returned to life as they knew it. It is important to know that this was not an incident of 
disobedience in Jesus’ life but a display of His priority in obeying His heavenly Father. 
Perhaps this is why Luke mentioned Jesus’ submission and obedience to His earthly 
parents in the days and years that followed. God’s law mandates that children obey their 
parents, so God the Son incarnate, or in the flesh, obeyed His earthly parents.

•  Being born under the law, Jesus also fulfilled the law, which included honoring His father and mother 
(Ex. 20:12). In this sense, Jesus demonstrated his perfect allegiance to God the Father in expressing His 
obedience to Joseph and Mary. Consequently, faithful followers of Jesus will demonstrate their love for 
God by obeying His commands, chief among them is “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:36-40).

Commentary: After their return to normal life, Luke notes that Mary treasured or pondered these things 
in her heart. Luke has already used similar language in previous accounts (Luke 1:29,66; 2:19). These words 
indicate that Mary carefully reflected upon and closely considered all that had taken place. Even though 
Mary did not understand Jesus’ initial questioning of her in the temple, her later reflection serves as a model 
for what the faithful should do when they encounter truths concerning Jesus. When confronted with the 
truth of Jesus, we may initially react with questions or even exasperation. It is only by God’s grace and Spirit-
guided personal reflection that we are finally able to see the truth with more clarity. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

In what areas of your life are you encouraged to obey the Lord because 
of the Son of God’s perfect obedience to His sinful earthly parents? (be 
prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start the conversation) 
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 46) to show how verse 52 sets up the rest of this Gospel 
account of Jesus’ life in which His wisdom and God’s favor would become manifest. 

The last thing Luke notes in this section is that Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and with people. Verse 52 serves as a transition from Jesus’ 
childhood to His adulthood, describing the trajectory of Jesus’ life for the next eighteen 
years. As the years passed, the wisdom Jesus exemplified in the temple scene, His 
understanding of the Scriptures, and His discernment of God’s purpose only increased. 
The Son of God took on humanity, and the Boy became a Man that He might die in 
our place so we might find favor with God and others. 

•  The human Son of God grew. He grew mentally (wisdom) and physically (stature) and socially (favor 
with people) and relationally with His Father (favor with God). Nothing was lacking in His relationship 
with God; He and the Father are one (John 10:30). Yet He “learned obedience from what he suffered” 
(Heb. 5:8). In His humanity, Jesus pleased the Father with His perfect obedience, and this righteousness 
He earned He gifts to all those who come to Him in repentance and faith that they may be called 
children of God. 

•  We may wonder why the Gospel writers did not include more about Jesus’ childhood. Yet here we are 
given plenty to ponder if we pay close attention. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 46). 

Jesus’ Humanity: In addition to being fully divine, the Bible also affirms that 

Jesus is fully human. The New Testament affirms that Jesus’ earthly life bore 

all the marks of being a human. He experienced the circumstances common 

to living as a human being, such as hunger, thirst, weariness, sorrow, and pain. 

Essential Doctrine “Jesus’ Humanity”: In addition to being fully divine, the Bible also affirms that Jesus 
is fully human. Not only does the Old Testament affirm that the Promised One (Messiah) would be a man 
(Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Mic. 5:3), but the New Testament also affirms that Jesus’ earthly life bore all the marks of 
being a human. He experienced the circumstances common to living as a human being, such as hunger 
(Matt. 4:2), thirst (John 19:28), weariness (Matt. 8:24), sorrow (John 11:35), and pain (the crucifixion). 
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My Mission

EXPLAIN: Jesus’ growth in wisdom concerning God’s Word should propel us to be conformed to the image of 
Christ as we treasure the Bible in our own hearts. The example of Mary pondering the identity of her Son, Jesus, 
should also serve as a reminder that we often need to consider seriously who Jesus is and why He came. These 
truths taken together could revolutionize our spiritual walks with wonder and awe and cause us to consider our 
steps. The only way to be conformed to the image of Christ is to receive the salvation that Christ has to offer and 
the gift of His Spirit, who empowers us to follow Christ’s example and to live as missionaries in this world. 

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 47), and encourage group members 
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word. 

Because we belong to God in Christ, we 
strive to grow in wisdom and obedience 
as we join with Jesus in being about the 
Father’s work.

•  What steps of obedience to the 
heavenly Father will you take 
because of the salvation and 
example of Christ our Savior? 

•  What are some ways your group 
can help each other to grow in 
wisdom and in favor with God 
and others? 

•  How will you prioritize the 
Father’s work of salvation in your 
life and in your relationships 
with others? 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: Lord Jesus, You are the eternal Son of God and in You is the fullness of wisdom and 
knowledge. We thank You for the humility You exercised in becoming a human being like us, tempted in every 
way as we are and yet without sin, and because You valued Your Father’s work, You obeyed Him to the point of 
death, even death on the cross. Guide us by the Spirit of God to grow in wisdom and obedience as we seek to join 
You in promoting Your Father’s work. Amen. 

INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study 
devotions in their DDG (pp. 48-50), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small 
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 50) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded 
upon the foundation of God’s Word.

 Voices from  
the Church
“ When we see ourselves in 
need of grace, and when 
we see that our children 
and disciples are also in 
need of grace because they 
are just like us, then we 
can hold out the cross as 
our answer for everything 
because it was Jesus’s 
answer for everything. Now 
nothing stands in the way 
of our enjoyment of God 
forever. Let’s run together 
with him wherever he leads 
us while we are yet alive on 
this earth.” 2 

–Gloria Furman
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Daily Discipleship 
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage 
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in the 
DDG (pp. 48-50) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for themselves. 
Encourage One Another (p. 50) will help group members and families fellowship with one 
another with purpose. 

Daily Study

Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 48-50) will help group members take initiative in 
their own discipleship. 

•  Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles 
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time 
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

•  Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 3 as a part of point 1 in the 
session: Little did Joseph and Mary know that as they traveled to Jerusalem this 
time, their child would one day return to Jerusalem as our Passover lamb to 
take away the sins of the world.

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG. 
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social 
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live 
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use: 

•  Day 1: “God still seeks to bring all people to Jesus. This is the good news of the 
gospel. God takes the initiative in bringing those who are far away close to Him.” 

•  Day 5: “Jesus demonstrated His perfect allegiance to God the Father in 
expressing His obedience to Joseph and Mary.”

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to 
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link 
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging 
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another

This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 50) will 
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and 
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family 
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.

•  Encourage group members to challenge one another in discerning where they 
might be evading obedience to God and His mission in certain areas of life. 

•  See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith, 
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Unit 19, Session 5: Jesus at the Temple

Point 1:   Jesus demonstrates wisdom in God’s law 
(Luke 2:40-47).

“Luke merely mentions that Jesus ‘remained behind’ … in Jerusalem. The verse’s structure 
shows that this idea is the key one, alongside the parents’ being unaware … of his absence. 
Speculation that Jesus’ parents were careless or that the incident is unbelievable is not 
profitable, and there is no reason to engage in either side of this debate. Jesus remained 
behind and the text makes no effort to blame the parents for the incident. Neither does the 
text contain any elements that would suggest Luke sees anything but a historical account 
here. The parents returned and Jesus remained behind without their knowledge.” 3  

Point 2:   Jesus prioritizes His Father’s work (Luke 2:48-50).

“Verse 49 proves that responsible parenting can give our children a higher level of 
responsibility than we imagined. Jesus replied to Mary, ‘Why were you searching for 
me? Didn’t you know that it was necessary for me to be in my Father’s house?’ In that 
sentence the twelve-year-old boy demonstrates profound understanding of his identity 
and purpose. He knows he is the Son of God. No one else would have spoken this way 
at that time. That’s why no one understands him in verse 50. Jesus makes it clear that 
God is his Father. He makes it clear that the Father’s business is his business. He is not 
being rude. We know that because in verse 51 he humbly goes home with his parents 
and submits to them. He is simply making it clear that he seeks God independently of 
his earthly parents. Worship is not for adults only. It’s for twelve-year-olds and younger 
and everyone at every age.” 4  

Point 3:   Jesus increases in favor with God and with 
people (Luke 2:51-52).

“Consider the most prudent woman Mary, mother of true Wisdom, as the pupil of her 
Son. For she learned from him, not as from a child or man but as from God. Yes, she 
dwelt in meditation on his words and actions. Nothing of what was said or done by 
him fell idly on her mind. As before, when she conceived the Word itself in her womb, 
so now does she hold within her his ways and words, cherishing them as it were in her 
heart. That which she now beholds in the present, she waits to have revealed with greater 
clarity in the future. This practice she followed as a rule and law through all her life.” 5  
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