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Unit 19, Session 4

Jesus Is Dedicated
Summary and Goal 
Every now and then in Scripture, we get a brief glimpse of individuals whom God 
chose to use at particular times to advance His will in particular ways. This session 
recounts two seasoned saints, Simeon and Anna, encountering the long-awaited 
Savior of the world. Simeon praised God when he saw Jesus, recognizing Him as 
the consolation of Israel for which he had longed. Anna responded by praising God 
and speaking about Christ as the redemption of Jerusalem to all the people around 
her. These two saints’ responses to beholding Jesus provide us with an example of 
the evangelistic joy that comes from an encounter with Christ. Because we have 
redemption through Christ Jesus, we share the good news of Jesus joyfully with 
others, even while we recognize that some will reject Him. 

Session Outline
1. Jesus is dedicated to the Lord’s service (Luke 2:21-24). 
2. Jesus is recognized as the Lord’s Messiah (Luke 2:25-32). 
3. Jesus is exalted as the One to bring redemption (Luke 2:33-38).
Background Passage: Luke 2:21-39

Session in a Sentence
When Joseph and Mary dedicated Jesus, Simeon and Anna praised God because 
they recognized Jesus was God’s provision to bring salvation. 

Christ Connection
Simeon praised God when he saw Jesus, recognizing Him as the consolation of Israel 
for which he had longed. Simeon also prophesied that many would oppose Jesus. 
Jesus came to His own, however, and His own people did not receive Him. But to all 
who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God (John 1:11-12). 

Missional Application
Because we have redemption through Christ Jesus, we share the good news of Jesus 
joyfully with others, even while we recognize that some will reject Him. 
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GROUP MEMBER CONTENT

Group Time

Introduction

EXPLAIN: Affirm what the paragraphs on page 35 of the Daily Discipleship Guide (DDG) state about the 
sufficiency of Scripture concerning its recording of history, most notably with respect to Jesus’ first years on earth. 

God’s Word is not exhaustive in detail—that is, it doesn’t tell us everything we might 
be curious about. But we must understand that God’s Word is sufficient for telling us all 
we need to know for a life of faith and obedience. What God has revealed in His Word 
is more than sufficient to lead us to salvation, and it is more than sufficient to share 
with others. 

Throughout Christian history there have been attempts to speculate on the life of young 
Jesus. We don’t have many details concerning the early life of Christ in the Gospel 
accounts, but Luke tells us everything we need to know concerning His first years on 
earth. These concise stories are full of treasures to be mined by careful observation, and 
Luke’s descriptions of these events, including the specific words he uses, help us to know 
that our redemption comes with a commission to proclaim the salvation that has come. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How have you found the Bible to be sufficient for your faith in and 
obedience to the Lord? (be prepared to give an answer of your own to 
jump-start the conversation)

SUMMARIZE: This session recounts two seasoned saints, Simeon and Anna, encountering the long-awaited 
Savior of the world. These two saints’ responses to beholding Jesus provide us with an example of the evangelistic 
joy that comes from an encounter with Christ. Because we have redemption through Christ Jesus, we share the 
good news of Jesus joyfully with others, even while we recognize that some will reject Him. 

The additional commentary for this session is included on page 150 in this Leader Guide. 
For session-by-session training videos, please visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.  
For additional teaching options and other resources, please visit GospelProject.com/additional-resources. 
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Point 1:   Jesus is dedicated to the Lord’s service 
(Luke 2:21-24).

READ Luke 2:21-24 (DDG p. 36). 

21 When the eight days were completed for his circumcision, he was named Jesus—
the name given by the angel before he was conceived. 22 And when the days of 
their purification according to the law of Moses were finished, they brought him 
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (just as it is written in the law of the 
Lord, Every firstborn male will be dedicated to the Lord) 24 and to offer a sacrifice 
(according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons). 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 36) to state the significance of Jesus’ circumcision and 
naming with regard to His identity and mission. 

Luke mentions Jesus’ circumcision and naming in this passage to highlight Joseph and 
Mary’s obedience to God’s word. Their obedience to the commands of God sets the 
stage for the perfect obedience that their firstborn Son, Jesus, demonstrates in His life. 
In these details, Luke not only reveals that Jesus has come to identify with God’s people 
but also that God has identified Him as the Savior of the world, because “Jesus” means 
“Yahweh saves.” 

•  In the Old Testament, it was customary for infant males among God’s people to be circumcised on 
the eighth day. This followed the pattern set in Genesis 17:12 when God commanded Abraham and his 
descendants to perform this religious rite for all Israelite boys. Luke seems to note this in passing, but it is 
important because it tells the reader that Jesus was born under the law and therefore identifies with God’s 
people (Gal. 4:4). 

•  Luke recalls that a messenger of God gave to Joseph and Mary the name “Jesus” for their child, a name 
that means “Yahweh saves” (Luke 1:31; Matt. 1:21). Matthew 1:21 clearly states the significance of this 
name: “he will save his people from their sins.” Joseph and Mary demonstrated their obedience to God 
by naming the baby “Jesus,” just as the angel had commanded Mary before the baby was conceived and 
commanded Joseph before He was born. And in keeping with the meaning of His name, as Jesus grew, 
He demonstrated His obedience to the Father’s mission to seek and save the lost. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

What is the meaning or significance behind your name or some of the 
names in your family? (be prepared to give an answer of your own to 
jump-start the conversation)
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 36) to highlight how Jesus’ consecration to the Lord 
presents Him as the “ideal Israelite”: one with Abraham’s children and one born under the law. 

Luke recorded the events in this passage to show that Jesus is tied into the entire 
history of the people of Israel. In short, Jesus begins His life as the “ideal Israelite,” 
circumcised on the eighth day by humble, obedient parents and then consecrated to 
the Lord according to the law of Moses. It is clear that Jesus belonged to God from 
the very beginning of His life, and the rest of Luke’s Gospel, indeed all the Gospels, 
communicate the full reality of this belonging as Jesus fulfills His identity and mission.

•  Jesus was presented and consecrated to the Lord to show His solidarity with Abraham’s 
children. The Son of God became a son of Abraham through His birth to Mary and Joseph; thus, 
He is one of the “stars of the sky” and the “sand on the seashore” that was promised to Abraham 
(see Gen. 22:17). However, we know from the entirety of the New Testament witness that Jesus wasn’t 
just a child of Abraham; He is the promised Seed of Abraham to bring blessing to the entire world 
(Gen. 12:3; Gal. 3:16). 

•  Jesus was consecrated to the Lord following the law of Moses, demonstrating that Jesus was born 
under the law. Jesus’ dedication was tied to the Mosaic law’s instruction concerning the firstborn at the 
time of the tenth plague and the exodus (Ex. 13:2). This dedication was meant to highlight that Mary 
and Joseph’s firstborn Son belonged to God. Jesus was born under the law with the purpose to fulfill the 
law of Moses on behalf of God’s people and all who would come to Him in faith (Matt. 5:17-20), because 
Jesus is the long-awaited Savior of the world. 

Commentary: The time of purification was for Mary and most likely Joseph for the process of childbirth. 
This rite of purification after childbirth required offering a lamb and a turtledove or young pigeon. The lamb 
was to be a burnt offering and the turtledove or pigeon a sin offering (Lev. 12:6-7). If the family could not 
afford a lamb, two birds, one for each offering, was permissible (Lev. 12:8). In Luke’s account, the option 
of offering a lamb is not mentioned in order to emphasize the lowly state of Jesus’ family. This is important, 
because Jesus came to the humble and lowly (Luke 1:52; 4:18-19; 6:20). 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How have you been impacted by the humble and faithful obedience 
of others? (be prepared to give an answer of your own to jump-start 
the conversation) 
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Point 2:   Jesus is recognized as the Lord’s Messiah 
(Luke 2:25-32).

READ: Ask a volunteer to read Luke 2:25-32 (DDG p. 37). 

25 There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to Israel’s consolation, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he saw the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, he entered the temple. When the 
parents brought in the child Jesus to perform for him what was customary under the 
law, 28 Simeon took him up in his arms, praised God, and said,

 29 Now, Master, you can dismiss your servant in peace, as you promised. 30 For 
my eyes have seen your salvation. 31 You have prepared it in the presence of all 
peoples— 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and glory to your people Israel. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 37) to highlight God’s providential and intimate work 
through the Holy Spirit in Simeon’s life that led to his meeting the Christ-child in the temple. 

By the sovereign providence of God, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, Simeon was 
led into the temple where he would meet Jesus. Simeon had waited his whole life for this 
moment. Up until this point, he was restless, yearning for the comfort and salvation of 
his people. And then, at last, the Christ-child was before him. In this one breathtaking 
moment, all of his longings were fulfilled; he held the life of the world in his arms. 

•  We do not know much about Simeon, except that he was a righteous and devout man and that he was 
waiting for the long-awaited Messiah of Israel and the redemption of God’s people. Luke noted that the 
Holy Spirit was on Simeon, the same Spirit who also revealed the promise that he would not see death 
until he had seen the Messiah. 

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

How are you encouraged to know that God orchestrates events and 
“chance” meetings like this? (the Lord can work through His people to 
encourage and affirm you in your steps of faith; the Lord can work through 
you to help a struggling brother or sister in Christ; the Lord can direct you 
to people who need to hear the gospel; “chance” meetings are quite likely 
the work of God in which you are to obey His leading)
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EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 37) to emphasize how Simeon’s words showed the 
coming of the Messiah to be good news for all people—both Jew and Gentile: Jesus is the fulfillment of all God’s 
promises for the whole world.

Simeon’s announcement about the Lord’s Messiah was good news for all people—both 
Jew and Gentile. Jesus is the fulfillment of the deepest longings of all people. He is 
a light to the dark world of the Gentiles and also the glory of God manifested as the 
promised hope among the Israelites. In this moment of praise, Simeon proclaimed 
the coming universal dimension of Jesus’ redemptive work—salvation has come to all 
peoples and nations in Jesus Christ. 

•  Jesus’ circumcision, consecration, and the context in which Simeon met Jesus (the temple) come together 
to indicate that this child will one day be known as the Seed of Abraham, the fulfillment of the Law of 
Moses, and the future Davidic king—the Messiah—who will rule on the throne forever (2 Sam. 7:12-13). 
Simeon had received the fulfillment of his promise and the fulfillment of all God’s promises as he held the 
promised One in his arms (2 Cor. 1:20). 

FILL IN THE BLANKS: Provide group members with the answers for the call-out in their DDG (p. 37). 

God Is Faithful: God’s faithfulness means He keeps His word and always 

fulfills His promises. God’s faithfulness is demonstrated in His fulfillment 

of the promises He made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We reflect God by 

keeping the promises we make to Him and to others. 

Essential Doctrine “God Is Faithful”: God’s faithfulness means He keeps His word and always fulfills His 
promises (1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Tim. 2:13; 1 Pet. 4:19). God’s faithfulness is demonstrated in His fulfillment of the 
promises He made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The apostle Paul linked the attribute of “faithful” to God’s 
coming through on His word: “He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24). We reflect 
God by keeping the promises we make to Him and to others. 

© 2019 LifeWay Christian Resources



42 Leader Guide 

Point 3:   Jesus is exalted as the One to bring redemption 
(Luke 2:33-38).

READ Luke 2:33-38 (DDG p. 38). 

33 His father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then 
Simeon blessed them and told his mother Mary: “Indeed, this child is destined to 
cause the fall and rise of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 and a 
sword will pierce your own soul—that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 

36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, a daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was well along in years, having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, 37 and was a widow for eighty-four years. She did not leave the temple, 
serving God night and day with fasting and prayers. 38 At that very moment, she 
came up and began to thank God and to speak about him to all who were looking 
forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

SAY: Luke shared the response of Joseph and Mary to Simeon’s grand prophetic declaration: Jesus’ parents were 
amazed and marveled as revelations concerning their beloved Son born to save the world continued to unfold. 
But Simeon also had solemn news to pass on. The life of their newborn Son would be difficult, and Mary, in 
particular, would bear that grief in her own heart. 

EXPLAIN: Use the first paragraph in the DDG (p. 38) to point out how Jesus’ coming would bring about both 
judgment and salvation among the Israelite community, leading to conflict, opposition, and crucifixion. 

Simeon blessed the new parents, but then 
he turned to Mary to warn her of what was 
to come. He declared that her Baby would 
be the cause of people either rising or falling 
in Israel. Jesus, the Son of God, had come 
to lift the humble and bring down the 
self-righteous. He is the One to bring the 
salvation of God into the world; He came 
to redeem sinners. Though Simeon accepted 
Jesus in his arms with joy, many in Israel 
would oppose him (see Isa. 8:13-15). This 
would lead to His rejection and crucifixion, 
yet also to our redemption and salvation. 

 Voices from 
Church History
“ We may note in passing 
that [Jesus] was never 
regarded as a mere moral 
teacher. He did not produce 
that effect on any of the 
people who actually met 
Him. He produced mainly 
three effects—Hatred—
Terror—Adoration. There 
was no trace of people 
expressing mild approval.” 1 

–C. S. Lewis (1898-1963)
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•  This prophetic declaration to Mary would prepare her to watch the oftentimes difficult events play out 
in the life of her beloved Child, as she would ultimately see her Son rejected by His own people and 
crucified. Watching Jesus’ life unfold would cause Mary great pain because Jesus exposes the hearts of 
human beings concerning their unbelief in God and His actions, and many would respond harshly to 
such revelations. 

•  Because Jesus is the Son of God, the image of the invisible God, and our Savior, He has become the 
litmus test as to where an individual stands before God. So Jesus either provokes a response of amazement 
or rejection; there is no in-between. You either come to Him in faith or you are walking away from Him 
in unbelief. The former results in the gift of eternal life; the latter earns eternal death (Rom. 6:23).

INTERACT: Ask group members the following question. 

Why is the call to follow Jesus in faith so divisive? (coming to Christ 
in faith requires the admission that we are sinners and unable to save 
ourselves; coming to Christ in faith requires repentance from sin that 
we have previously enjoyed to some degree; the call to follow Christ is a 
call to die to ourselves and to live exclusively for Him and His glory in the 
world, which no one instinctively wants to do)

EXPLAIN: Use the second paragraph in the DDG (p. 38) to comment on the significance of Anna’s encounter 
with the Christ-child, which is both informative and instructive for our worship and our witness.

In addition to Simeon’s witness and prophetic words about the baby Jesus, Luke 
introduces a second witness, a prophetess named Anna. Well advanced in age and 
widowed for years, this seasoned saint demonstrated exemplary piety in the temple and 
before the Lord. Her example in this encounter is both informative and instructive for 
our worship and our witness to Jesus Christ. 

•  Informative: Anna thanked God for sending Jesus as the redeemer of Jerusalem. Our worship of the 
Father must be based on gratitude to Him for what He has done for us in Jesus. // Anna helped others 
see that their hope for the redemption of Jerusalem was to be found in this baby Boy. Our witness to the 
world must also be based on the coming of Jesus into the world to save sinners. 

•  Instructive: Anna spent so much of her life in the temple fasting, praying, and serving the Lord, but she 
still thanked and worshiped the Lord because He sent Jesus. Her devotion and good works were not an 
end in themselves but an overflow of her heart and life focused on the gracious and loving God of Israel. 
Worship is first and foremost something of the heart and extends to all areas of life. The aim and focus of 
worship is God, giving Him the exact due of praise and adoration that He deserves. // Anna’s gratitude 
to the Father for sending the Son caused her to tell others about Jesus. People were hoping and searching 
for the promised redemption of Jerusalem, and Anna, through her witness, had just what they were 
looking for.
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My Mission

EXPLAIN: Both Simeon and Anna praised God when they saw the baby Jesus, recognizing Him as the 
promised light to the Gentiles and the glory of Israel. Yet Simeon also prophesied that many would oppose Him. 
Jesus came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him, but to all who did receive Him by faith, He 
gave them the right to be children of God (see John 1:11-12). We must remember now that those who have been 
saved by Christ are sent to share Christ with others. Once we’ve discovered Christ as our long-awaited hope for 
salvation, how could we not tell others about the redemption to be found in Him? 

READ the following missional application statement in the DDG (p. 39), and encourage group members 
to choose at least one of the options below as a way to respond to the truth of God’s Word. 

Because we have redemption through 
Christ Jesus, we share the good news of 
Jesus joyfully with others, even while we 
recognize that some will reject Him.

•  What steps of faith might the 
Holy Spirit be leading you to take 
for the glory of Jesus the Messiah?

•  What are some ways your group 
can encourage you toward 
faithful obedience to the Lord?

•  Who has God brought into 
your life for the purpose of 
evangelism, and how will you 
share the joy of Christ with this person or group of people? 

CLOSE IN PRAYER: God, thank You for granting us eyes to see and ears to hear of the redemption You have 
provided for people in Jesus, the long-awaited Messiah. Help us to trust and obey because of Your faithfulness 
while the Holy Spirit moves in us to adore Your Son and proclaim Him to others. Amen. 

INSTRUCT: As your group departs, encourage group members to read and respond to the Daily Study 
devotions in their DDG (pp. 40-42), which build and expand upon the group study. Also advocate for small 
groups or families to use Encourage One Another (p. 42) for mutual accountability and fellowship grounded 
upon the foundation of God’s Word.

 Voices from 
Church History
“ For all have the same need 
for salvation in order that 
they might be delivered 
from death and sin. Even 
the observation of the 
law does not prevail in 
delivering from sin and 
death. It is only by this 
Savior that all salvation 
is prepared.” 2 

–Thomas Becon 
(c. 1512-1567) 
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Daily Discipleship 
Throughout the week following the session, use the ideas below to remind and encourage 
your group members to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. The Daily Study devotions in 
the DDG (pp. 40-42) will help group members get into God’s Word and study it for 
themselves. Encourage One Another (p. 42) will help group members and families 
fellowship with one another with purpose. 

Daily Study

Brief daily devotions in the DDG (pp. 40-42) will help group members take initiative in 
their own discipleship. 

•  Make sure all group members have access to a Bible to read. Have some Bibles 
available to give to guests who may need one, or offer to get one and arrange a time 
to meet to give it and show how to navigate it for the devotions.

•  Share the following idea from the devotion for Day 5 as a part of point 3 in the 
session: Jesus divides because Jesus compels us to make personal decisions about 
Him. One day, He will return to separate the righteous and unrighteous, once 
again causing many to rise and fall. 

Consider leading by example and reading the daily devotions yourself with your own DDG. 
Based on your study, use brief messages throughout the week (group text, email, social 
media) to encourage your group to keep up with their daily time in God’s Word and to live 
it out. Here are a couple of examples you can use: 

•  Day 1: “Jesus’ salvation moves us from being outcast peasants in fear to 
experiencing the riches of joy in fellowship with God.” 

•  Day 2: “Jesus has come, and He has come to deliver His people from the 
burdensome rulers of this world, rulers greater than Caesar—sin and death.”

Visit www.GospelProject.com/Blog for additional content and resources you can use to 
help group members gain more insight into their daily studies. Send group members a link 
or a portion of a blog post or other content that you believe will be helpful and encouraging 
for their time in God’s Word.

Encourage One Another

This brief plan for fellowship and accountability in the group member’s DDG (p. 42) will 
help groups of 2-4 people to meet sometime during the week to reflect on the session and 
to share how God is working and they are responding. It could also be used for family 
discipleship with students and children who are using The Gospel Project in their groups.

•  Encourage group members to share with one another the most helpful ways 
they’ve found to meditate on God’s faithfulness revealed in Christ’s coming.  

•  See yourself as a member of the group who also needs encouragement in the faith, 
and participate in such a group this week.
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Additional Commentary
Unit 19, Session 4: Jesus Is Dedicated

Point 1:   Jesus is dedicated to the Lord’s service 
(Luke 2:21-24).

“Why did Luke describe the sacrifice? Was it purely for historical reasons? Was it to 
demonstrate that Joseph and Mary obeyed the law? Or was it because he expected his 
readers to know that according to Leviticus 12:8 the normal sacrifice involved a lamb 
and a dove or pigeon and thus to understand that Joseph and Mary were of a ‘humble 
state’ (Luke 1:48), i.e., too poor to be able to afford a lamb? Certainty is impossible, 
but the latter explanation fits well the Lukan emphasis in 1:48,52-53; 2:8. That Mary 
offered a dove as a sin offering (Lev. 12:6) for her purification indicates that the mother 
of God’s Son also needed the forgiveness and redemption that her son brought.” 3  

Point 2:   Jesus is recognized as the Lord’s Messiah 
(Luke 2:25-32).

“Simeon’s song is sometimes called the Nunc Dimittis, for those are its opening words 
in the Latin translation (2:29). Like the songs of Mary and Zechariah, it is a song of 
liberation expressing a theology of salvation (2:29-32). He makes two points. First, in 
Jesus salvation has come (2:30). Secondly, he understands this salvation in terms of the 
prophecy of Isaiah, who described the Servant of the Lord as a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel (2:31-32). He understood that the salvation 
Jesus was bringing was for the whole world and not merely for the Jews. It would fulfill 
the OT promise of universal salvation (Ps. 98:1-3; Isa. 49:6).” 4  

Point 3:   Jesus is exalted as the One to bring redemption 
(Luke 2:33-38).

“Anna the elderly prophetess also thanked God for Jesus and spoke about Him in her 
own words of testimony to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
The words of Simeon and Anna set Jesus apart from John by showing that the ministry 
of Jesus was destined to surpass the ministry of John. Simeon saw the Christ child and 
was ready to die (v. 29); Anna saw him and began to bear witness to those who would 
listen (v. 38).” 5 
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