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A note from William Summey, Publishing Team Leader

KIDS

ENGAGE KIDS IN THE BIBLE WITH !
Reinforce lessons every week with cards containing games, 

Bible facts, and family activities.

range to
bottom edge

Kids

JESUS HEALED THE 

OFFICIAL’S SON
John 4:46-54

Younger Preschool: Jesus 

helped people because He 

loved them.

Middle Preschool: Jesus 

healed sick people.

Older Preschool: Jesus 

performed miracles.

Parents, today's 

lesson focus 

was from 

JESUS 

category of 

the Levels 

of Biblical 

Learning. Each 

child learned at 

the level that's 

right for them!   

For more about 

LOBL, go to 

www.lifeway.

com/LOBL

HEAD

TextJesus helped the man’s son. Jesus could do things no one else could do. Jesus loves people. Jesus loves you and your family. Thank God for Jesus.

TRACE 
THE 

LETTERS 
WITH 
YOUR 

FINGER.

lifeway.com/biblestudiesforlife • 800.458.2772
ORDER TODAY.

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

Available 
for

 preschoolers 
and kids.

JESUS HEALED THE OFFICIAL’S SON
John 4:46-54

Younger Kids: Jesus restored life.
Middle Kids: Jesus performed miracles through the power of God.

Older Kids: Jesus performed miracles because He is God’s Son.

Parents, today's 

lesson focus was 

from JESUS

category of the 

Levels of Biblical 

Learning. Each child 
learned at the level 
that's right for them!   
For more about 

LOBL, go to www.

lifeway.com/LOBL

Answer: miracle

READ THESE CLUES. WHAT IS THE WORD? 
 This is an unusual event or happening.
  This is something that only God or Jesus 
can do.

  Examples are healing blind people, 
walking on water, stopping a storm, and 
raising a dead person.

JESUS DID MIRACLES IN GOD’S POWER. JESUS IS THE ONLY SON OF GOD. SING A PRAISE SONG TO JESUS

I don’t know about you, but I am getting excited for spring. Of course, 
it’s nice to enjoy time inside with family and friends during the coziness 
of winter, but there is something about the new flowers blooming all 
around us. In these three units we will dwell on God’s plan to send 
Jesus, Jesus as the Great Teacher, that Jesus is alive, and how we can 
tell others about Him. 

This is the climax of the gospel. As you prepare to share the Easter 
story with kids, spend time familiarizing yourself with the amazing reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. 
Without His grace we are no different than the other criminal on the cross who mocked Jesus as we await 
punishment for our sin. But with His grace secured on the cross and in His victory over the grave, believers join 
Him in paradise, not because we are good but because He is perfect. 

The best thing we can do to equip ourselves to teach kids is to become familiar with what we are teaching. 
The Easter story is one that is often familiar. Before you prepare, marvel at God’s most precious gift to His 
children: eternal life with Him. Then be amazed at the reminders of His sacrifice. What a sweet place to dwell this 
season. As God uses you to teach children, we pray they will come to know Him, and through your own study of 
these events you may come to know and love Him even more. 

All the best,
William Summey

The word gospel means “good news.”  
It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation.  

Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
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JESUS

God sent Jesus to fulfill His 
promise of redemption. 

Jesus taught that He is the only 
way to God. 

Jesus transformed people through 
His love. 

Jesus taught that He is the only 
way to God.

Jesus taught that worship  
is for God’s glory.

The Levels of Biblical Learning statements are designed to 

aid kids’ understanding of GOD’S plan and help them 

grow in their relationships with JESUS. 

This unit’s Bible stories and biblical concepts focus 

on JESUS’ role as the GREAT TEACHER. 
Through His knowledge of Scripture, His love for the 

Father, His instructions, and His examples set for us, Jesus 

taught us the gospel truth: we cannot rely on ourselves—

we must rely on GOD’S grace to save us. 
As you teach this unit’s sessions to kids, reinforce  

that Jesus is God’s only Son; in fact, He is God 
Himself! Therefore, Jesus is the best teacher we could 

ever have. 

This month celebrate Jesus’ life and ministry 
as you and your kids approach Easter time! 
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Session 1

JESUS READ THE 
SCRIPTURES

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning

God sent Jesus to 
fulfill His promise of 

redemption.

Scripture Reference
Luke 4:16-22

Weekly  
Bible Verse
Luke 4:18

Unit Verse
Luke 4:18

Life Point
Jesus taught He is 

the Messiah.

Suggested  
Week of Use

March 1

Session 2

THE SERMON ON 
THE MOUNT

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
Jesus taught that 
He is the only way 

to God.

Scripture Reference
Matthew 5–7

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Matthew 6:33

Unit Verse
Luke 4:18

Life Point
Jesus taught about 

living for God.

Suggested  
Week of Use

March 8

Session 3

JESUS TAUGHT 
ABOUT 

FORGIVENESS

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
Jesus transformed 
people through His 

love.

Scripture Reference
Matthew 18:21-35

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Ephesians 4:32

Unit Verse
Luke 4:18

Life Point
Jesus taught that 
believers should 
forgive others as 

God forgives them.

Suggested  
Week of Use

March 15

Session 4

JESUS TOLD 
THREE 

PARABLES

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
Jesus taught that 
He is the only way 

to God.

Scripture Reference
Luke 15

Weekly  
Bible Verse
1 John 4:9

Unit Verse
Luke 4:18

Life Point
Jesus taught about 

God’s love.

Suggested  
Week of Use
March 22

Session 5

JESUS TAUGHT 
ABOUT GIVING

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning
Jesus taught that 

worship is for 
God’s glory.

Scripture Reference
Mark 12:41-44

Weekly  
Bible Verse
Mark 12:44

Unit Verse
Luke 4:18

Life Point
Jesus taught that 
when we give, we 
worship and honor 

God.

Suggested  
Week of Use
March 29

Unit 1. At a Glance

Writer:  
Mark Browning teaches children at Connection Point Church in Raytown, Missouri. When he’s not doing 
that, he teaches English at Johnson County Community College and spends quality time with his wife, 
kids, and poodle. 

THE GREAT TEACHER
JESUS, 
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Unit 1, Session 1

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Following His baptism and 40 days of temptation in the wilderness, Jesus 
returned to Galilee where He taught in the synagogues. News about Him 
spread, and everyone praised Him (vv. 14-15). Then he went to Nazareth. 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, but Nazareth was home. This city on a hill is 
where Jesus had grown up under the watchful eye of His mother and the 
instruction of His father. Scholars vary on Nazareth’s population when Jesus 
lived there. Some estimate the population as low as 120 and others as high as 
20,000. Either way, it was a town made up of extended families where most 
likely there were few strangers.  

Reading in the synagogue on the Sabbath was not unusual for Jesus. 
He opened the scroll that was handed to Him, read the words of Isaiah, and 
sat down. With all eyes on Him, Jesus declared that the Scripture had been 
fulfilled. He was the One to preach and proclaim the good news. He, in fact, 
was the Anointed One, the Messiah. 

What a revelation! The people were looking at their deliverer, the one 
person the Jewish people believed would rescue them. They were amazed 
at what He said: Jesus, the son of Joseph, proclaimed Himself as the 
Messiah, the Christ whom the prophets had prophesied. 

“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” was a confirmation and a question of disbelief. 
Jesus, the boy who had grown up in Nazareth with them and their children, 
was telling them that He was the fulfillment of God’s promise. 

Both the Hebrew word Messiah and the Greek word Christos (translated 
Christ) mean “anointed of God.” How is your life different because of your 
belief in and acceptance of Jesus as God’s Anointed One? From what and 
for what have you been saved? 

How can you help the kids in your group understand that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the One whom prophets foretold, rescues us from our sin, provides 
forgiveness, and brings us into a right relationship with God? 

JESUS READ THE SCRIPTURES

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God sent Jesus to fulfill His 
promise of redemption. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Luke 4:16-22 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
March 1 

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught He 
is the Messiah.

UNIT VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. 
Luke 4:18 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. 
Luke 4:18 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 3—You will 
need the “Where?” 
portion.

 › Bible with maps or Bible 
atlas, tape

 › index cards–Write the 
following references on 
separate cards:  
Matthew 5:1-2; 
Luke 10:38-39; 
Luke 13:22; Luke 19:47. 

 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

 › Videos

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Lesotho”–
Print the missions story 
and “Tongue Twister.”

JESUS READ THE SCRIPTURES

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“TEACHING HEADERS” (PACK ITEM 3)
 ʹ Ask: “Where does your favorite teacher teach?” Note that the answer 
could be a town, a school, a classroom, or perhaps somewhere else.
 ʹ Form pairs of preteens and distribute index cards. Ask pairs to locate the 
verses on their cards to discover somewhere that Jesus taught.
 ʹ Direct each pair to write its answer on the card.
 ʹ As you allow them to share their answers, note that some of them deal 
with geographical locations, buildings, and other situations.
 ʹ Challenge those who mention these geographical places to locate 
Galilee and the temple in Jerusalem on a map.
 ʹ Conclude by pointing out that Jesus taught in a fairly small part of the 
world but in many different places and situations within that region.
 ʹ Display the cards under the Where? “Teaching Header” (Pack).

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

WHO’S THE LEADER?
 ʹ Arrange the group in a circle. Explain that you are the leader. Everyone 
in the circle should imitate your actions.
 ʹ Ask a volunteer to be the guesser. Guide her to turn around, with her 
eyes covered, so that she can’t see who is being appointed as the new 
leader. Select a preteen to be the leader without making it known to the 
guesser.
 ʹ Instruct those in the circle to imitate the new leader as quickly as 
possible so the guesser cannot determine who the leader is.
 ʹ Allow the leader to begin leading the actions. Challenge the guesser to 
identify the leader as quickly as possible.
 ʹ Repeat the game with new guessers and leaders as time permits.
 ʹ Point out that Jesus spent much of His life acting and speaking in a way 
that helped people see Him as the leader sent from God—the Messiah.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Show the video “More Mountains” or read the missions story. 
 ʹ Challenge kids to master this tongue twister: In Lesotho [leh-SOO-too], 
the Basotho [bah-SOO-too], speak Sesotho [sa-SOO-too]. 
 ʹ Let kids practice and then stage a competition: kids will stand in a circle 
with both hands in the air and repeat the tongue twister. When someone 
makes a mistake, she will lower one hand. She may continue to repeat 
the tongue twister until her next error, at which time she will drop the 
other hand. Declare the winner as the last player with a hand in the air.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  P r e t e e n s    7



MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 1, 2

 › Teaching Picture 1

 › Videos

 › Activity Pages

 › business card (Use your 
own if you have one.) 

 › dry erase board and 
markers

 › index cards (Provide 2 
for each team.)

 › index cards–Write these 
references on separate 
cards: Luke 4:16-17;  
Luke 4:20-22.

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 1 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 1)
 ʹ Draw attention to the banner (Pack). Note that Jesus was teaching with 
almost every action He took in His life on earth. God sent Jesus to fulfill 
His promise of redemption.
 ʹ Hold up the business card and read aloud its main elements (name and 
title).
 ʹ Ask if that job title completely defines the person whose name is on the 
card.
 ʹ Select a volunteer and suggest some titles or labels that might be 
applied to this person: daughter, sister, sixth-grader, softball player, and 
so forth.
 ʹ Ask what titles could be placed on a business card for Jesus. Allow the 
kids to suggest some ideas.
 ʹ Point out that in today’s story, Jesus presented Himself in a way that His 
neighbors were not completely ready to accept.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
 ʹ Direct preteen’s attention to the TV. Show the “Notebook Bible Story” 
video.
 ʹ Direct the preteens to locate Luke 4 in their Bibles. Invite those sitting 
to your left to read and summarize Luke 4:16-17 as a group. Ask those 
to your right to do the same with 4:20-22. Distribute the prepared index 
cards.
 ʹ Note that in this story Jesus attended synagogue, the weekly Jewish 
study and worship time. Point out that He went on Saturday, the Jewish 
Sabbath.
 ʹ Allow the first group to share its summary of what happened. Then invite 
them to name any titles or labels for Jesus they discovered: Nazareth 
native, synagogue attendee, reader. Record these titles on the dry erase 
board.
 ʹ Read verses 18 and 19, pointing out that these words come from 
Isaiah 61 and were long seen as a prophecy by Isaiah of God’s Promised 
One sent to earth to save people, called the Messiah. 
 ʹ Invite the second group to summarize 4:20-22. Add to the list of titles 
they discovered: Teacher, good reader, Son.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
TEACHING PICTURE 1
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture. Ask preteens to share details in this image 
that surprise them or look different than expected.
 ʹ Distribute two index cards to each team. Invite the previous teams to 
create two review questions each about the other team’s verses. Each 
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LIFE POINT Jesus taught He is the Messiah.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › Where did Jesus go when 
He was in Nazareth? (the 
synagogue)

 › What did Jesus do in the 
synagogue? (stood and 
read aloud from a scroll)

 › Who wrote the scroll 
from which Jesus read? 
(the prophet Isaiah)

 › Whom did Jesus say the 
Spirit of the Lord was 
on? (Himself)

 › What did the people do 
after Jesus sat down? 
(The people stared 
at Jesus. They were 
amazed.)

 › Jesus said that the words 
that He read had come 
true. What did He mean? 
(that He was the Savior 
whom God had promised 
to send)

question should be written on a separate index card. Team 1 will write 
review questions about Luke 4:20-22 and team 2 will write about Luke 
4:16-17.
 ʹ Allow each team, in turn, to ask one of its questions. Give the other team 
an opportunity to answer the question before proceeding.
 ʹ When all the questions have been asked and answered, guide everyone 
to stand, noting that Jesus stood to read. 
 ʹ Ask questions regarding Luke 4:18-19. Then use the review questions on 
this page to continue the game. 

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 1 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 2)
 ʹ Display the “Unit 1 Verse” poster, inviting the preteens to read it aloud 
together.
 ʹ Ask the group to explain whom they believe “me” is referring to in this 
verse. Remind them that Jesus is speaking as He reads Isaiah 61:1.
 ʹ Invite volunteers to step up to the poster and point to any word or 
phrase that they don’t understand. Be sure to explain that anointing 
involves putting oil on someone to set them apart for a religious role.
 ʹ Note that Jesus’ listeners in Nazareth understood that He was 
identifying Himself as the Messiah.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
“BUSINESS CARD” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Look at the list of titles for Jesus on the dry erase board. Ask the group 
to consider any others they know that might be appropriate to add: 
carpenter, healer. Add them to the list.
 ʹ Ask which of these titles is the most important. 
 ʹ Point out the business card on the Activity Page. Suggest that the most 
important title for Jesus is Messiah. Explain that while the other titles are 
good and true, if Jesus isn’t the Messiah, then He is not worth following 
today.
 ʹ Challenge the kids to consider what Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah 
means for us today, approximately 2,000 years later.
 ʹ Lead the group in a prayer, asking God to help everyone better 
understand who Jesus truly is.
 ʹ Dismiss preteens to Live It Out groups.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  P r e t e e n s    9



MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
“WHAT’S IN A NAME?” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Remind the preteens that Jesus claimed a high reputation for Himself in 
this story. Agree that most of the time we have to earn our reputation by 
our actions and choices.
 ʹ Distribute the Activity Pages and guide the preteens to locate 
Philippians 2 in their Bibles. Follow the directions in the 
“What’s in a Name?” activity, and work through the verses from 
Philippians 2 together.
 ʹ Allow singles or pairs to do the same with the remaining verses, 
reporting their findings to the entire group.

“REPUTATION GAME CARDS” (PACK ITEM 4)
 ʹ Separate the green cards from the other cards.
 ʹ Allow each person in turn to choose a green “audience” card and one of 
the other “action” cards.
 ʹ Ask the player: “How could your actions in this area give you a better or 
worse reputation with this group?” Let the group evaluate the answers.
 ʹ Put the “action” card on the bottom of the pile and place the “audience” 
card back in its pile randomly. Continue working through the players’ 
cards.
 ʹ Emphasize that just as Jesus had to show and not just teach that He was 
the Messiah, we have to live our lives in a way that reflects well on Him.

CHOICE 2
“WHAT’S IN A NAME?” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Point out that Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah would have been 
destroyed had He committed a single sin. Emphasize that a person’s 
reputation is built on all they do.
 ʹ Distribute the Activity Pages and guide the preteens to locate 
Philippians 2 in their Bibles. Follow the directions in the “What’s in a 
Name?” activity and work through the verses from  
Philippians 2 together.
 ʹ Ask singles or pairs to do the same with the remaining verses, reporting 
their findings to the entire group.

BUILD OR BUST, (MUSIC)
 ʹ Remind the group that the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) 
contain teachings and other things Jesus did to establish His reputation. 
Guide preteens to find the Gospels in their Bibles. 
 ʹ Ask the kids to work with a partner to list as many of the things that 
Jesus did as they can recall. Allow them to use the section headings of 
their Bibles if they need assistance. Play “Jesus Teaches Us” while kids 
work.

CHOICE 1 
 › Pack Item 4

 › Activity Pages 

CHOICE 2 
 › Activity Pages

 › Music

 › 15 plastic or paper cups
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 ʹ Allow them to share items from their lists, adding a cup to a cup stack for 
each new action that would have established Jesus’ reputation.
 ʹ Once a few cups are stacked, ask a question related to what was just 
shared such as: “What if Jesus had run away from being crucified?” Then 
knock down the cups.
 ʹ Allow the group to rebuild its stack and proceed through the lists.
 ʹ Point out that Jesus did not just teach that He was the Messiah through 
words but through His actions as well.

CHOICE 3
WORDS FROM THE SCROLL
 ʹ Remind the group that Jesus read from Isaiah, an Old Testament 
prophet, in the synagogue at Nazareth. 
 ʹ Note that Isaiah had a great deal to say about the Messiah even though 
he lived more than 700 years before Jesus.
 ʹ Distribute the index cards on which are written the references from the 
Book of Isaiah. Ask preteens to locate and share these passages.
 ʹ Agree that some of Isaiah’s words are difficult to understand, but 
emphasize that they do point to Jesus.

WORDS ON THE SCROLL
 ʹ Distribute the parchment paper and markers.
 ʹ Invite the kids to select one of the passages from the Book of Isaiah and 
to create an attractive “scroll.”
 ʹ As they work, ask each preteen what verse he has chosen.
 ʹ Allow the kids to roll up the ends of their scrolls for an added effect.
 ʹ Emphasize that Jesus did not just teach that He was the Messiah but 
used the prophet Isaiah and others to underscore His position.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Point out that Jesus not only taught that He was the Messiah with His 
words but also with His actions.
 ʹ Emphasize that just as Jesus established His reputation, we should build 
our own reputations as His followers.
 ʹ Challenge the kids to consider what difference it makes if Jesus is who 
He said He is. 
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › index cards–Write 
these Scripture 
references on separate 
cards: Isaiah 7:14; 
Isaiah 9:6-7; Isaiah 
35:5-6; Isaiah 53:4-6; 
Isaiah 53:10-11;  
Isaiah 61:1-2.

 › parchment paper–Cut 
the paper into half 
sheets (8½-by-5½-inch 
sheets)

 › markers, other 
embellishments or 
writing utensils to create 
an attractive piece of 
writing

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT Jesus taught He is the Messiah.
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Unit 1, Session 2

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

The Sermon on the Mount is the longest recorded message of Jesus. 
Matthew tells us that when Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the 
mountain, sat down, and began to teach them (Matthew 4:23–5:2). Jesus’ 
teachings are for all time. His words are as true today as they were on that 
hillside nearly 2,000 years ago. 

A popular children’s song about a wise man and a foolish man comes 
from Jesus’ sermon. Jesus taught that those who obey His teachings are 
wise and will weather the storms of life like a man who built his house on the 
rock. In stark contrast, Jesus said that everyone who heard His words and 
did not act on them would be like a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand. The rain fell, the rivers rose, the winds blew and pounded the house, 
and it collapsed with a great crash. 

If we watched these two men build their houses, we probably would 
not notice anything unusual about the materials or skills they used. In fact, 
it seems the difference in the two houses were not evident until the storm 
came. The house the man built on the sand collapsed when the rains and 
wind came. But the house the wise man built stood strong when the storm 
came and pounded the house. That house remained because the man built 
it on the rock. Jesus was teaching about living for God and trusting God.

The Beatitudes, the how-to’s, in Matthew 5–7 help us know how to 
be. In these verses Jesus tells us how to be salt and light. He tells us that 
the thoughts we think are just as important as the actions we take. Jesus 
teaches how important it is to tell the truth, how to love our enemies, how to 
give, and how to pray. In fact, He even gives us an example of how to pray 
in Matthew 6:9-13. Jesus teaches us about things that are important, about 
worry (and how to stop worrying), not judging others, how to tell something 
true from something false, and so much more. Jesus gives important 
instructions for living as Christ followers.

Which of Jesus’ instructions for Christian living is most challenging for 
you? 

How can you lead your kids to understand that Jesus taught and showed 
by example God’s standard for living? Remind them that when they follow 
the teachings of Jesus, their actions honor and glorify God. 

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus taught that He is the 
only way to God. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Matthew 5–7 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
March 8

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught about 

living for God.

UNIT VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. 
Luke 4:18 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be 
provided for you.  
Matthew 6:33 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 3—You 
will need the “What?” 
portion.

 › tape, markers

 › three large sheets of 
paper–Write one of the 
following numbers at the 
top of each page: 5, 6, 7.

 › cell phone with camera

Teaching Tip: 
Photograph each team 
once the teams are lined 
up, facing each other. If 
you do not have a cell 
phone with a camera, 
quickly write down the 
order in which teams 
were standing at the 
beginning of the game.

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Lesotho”–
Print the missions story.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“TEACHING HEADERS” (PACK ITEM 3)
 ʹ Explain today’s lesson will begin to answer the question, “What did 
Jesus teach?”
 ʹ Lead kids to locate Matthew 5 in their Bibles. Point out that chapters five 
through seven are commonly called “The Sermon on the Mount.”
 ʹ Form three teams, assigning each of them one of the chapters  
(Matthew 5-7). Give each group markers and the prepared paper.
 ʹ Instruct each team to quickly read over its assigned chapter and write on 
the paper the main topics on which Jesus taught. 
 ʹ Allow each team to quickly present their topics before displaying the 
lists on the wall. Display the chapter summaries beneath the What? 
“Teaching Header” (Pack) for future reference.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Create two equal teams, adding an adult if necessary to make them 
even. Instruct teams to form lines facing each other. 
 ʹ Challenge the teams to arrange themselves in alphabetical order by last 
names as quickly as possible. Emphasize that talking is not allowed.
 ʹ Start the race, and acknowledge the winning team and take a photo.
 ʹ Repeat this process with more difficult arrangement rules:

 ●Alphabetical order of first names. 
 ●Order of birthday within the year (January 1 to December 31)
 ●Day of birthday regardless of month (1 to 31)

 ʹ Conclude the activity by asking teams to return to their original order. 
Use the photos to check their results.
 ʹ Emphasize that when Jesus taught, He helped people put things in their 
proper order. Encourage them to listen for that teaching in today’s story.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Mention that when Jim Flora arrived in Lesotho and saw mountains and 
villages, he did not know how one family could make a difference there. 
It seemed so big, so impossible, so in the middle of nowhere. 
 ʹ Lead kids to say the three statements: “So big! So impossible! So in the 
middle of nowhere!”
 ʹ Guide kids to repeat the phrases in different voices, such as a whisper 
voice, a low-pitch voice, and a singing voice. 
 ʹ Comment that nothing is too big or too impossible for God. 
 ʹ Pray that nothing will get in the way of more Basotho people trusting 
Jesus as Savior. 
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 1, 2

 › Teaching Picture 2

 › Videos

 › slips of paper–Write the 
words of Matthew 6:33 
on separate strips.  
Option: “Matthew 6:33 
Strips” (Printables) 

 › index cards–Write the 
following references 
on separate cards: 
Matthew 5:13-16; 
Matthew 6:31-34; 
Matthew 7:3-5.

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 1 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 1)
 ʹ Ask the preteens, on the count of three, to share their favorite school 
subject. Listen to their opinions before moving on to their least favorite.
 ʹ Agree that sometimes school can be tough to endure, especially if the 
teacher is not your favorite.
 ʹ Point out the banner (Pack). Invite a volunteer to share how Jesus taught 
in the previous lesson. Allow another to relate how Jesus identified 
Himself in that story.
 ʹ Explain that when Jesus taught, He was able to make a long lesson 
interesting. 
 ʹ Invite the group to discover one of the most famous lesson plans that 
Jesus ever delivered in today’s study.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
TEACHING PICTURE 2
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture. Allow the kids to suggest adjectives that 
might apply to Jesus or His listeners in the picture. Ask if anyone in the 
crowd looks bored.
 ʹ Ask the kids to find Matthew 5 in their Bibles. Note that this and the 
next two chapters are a single long sermon that Jesus delivered on a 
mountain.
 ʹ Agree that three chapters is too much to cover completely in one 
session.
 ʹ Form three teams, assigning each to one of the chapters (Matthew 5–7). 
Give each group the corresponding prepared card from its chapter.
 ʹ Invite the teams to read their assigned verses and be prepared to briefly 
summarize them to the rest of the group.
 ʹ Briefly introduce each of the three chapters using these passages (Matt. 
5:3-10; Matt. 6:9-13; and Matt. 7:24-27). 
 ʹ Invite the group for each chapter to share its findings. Point out the 
chapter summaries from Practice Bible Skills before going to the next 
chapter.
 ʹ Conclude by noting that only a small portion of the Sermon on the 
Mount has been covered. Share the gist of Matthew 7:24-27 to cap 
things off. Use the Bible Story summary on the back of the Teaching 
Picture to provide more information on today’s story. 
 ʹ Remind kids that Jesus taught that He is the only way to God. Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount was to help people learn how to live for God. 
These truths still apply to people today.
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LIFE POINT Jesus taught about living for God.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › What did Jesus do for 
the people? (taught them 
about God)

 › Where did Jesus teach? 
(on a mountain)

 › Who was on the 
mountainside with Jesus 
and the crowd of people? 
(the disciples)

 › What did Jesus say the 
people would be when 
they followed God’s 
teachings? (blessed—
happy and satisfied)

 › What were some other 
things Jesus taught the 
people? (how to pray, 
how to obey and follow 
God)

 › How did the people 
respond to Jesus’ 
teachings? (They were 
amazed.)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
Matthew 6:33.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
 ʹ Ask the preteens to stand up and spread out around the room.
 ʹ Remind them of the comparison Jesus made at the end of Matthew 7. 
Ask them to show you the posture of a house on the rock. Then ask 
them to show you a house on the sand in the storm.
 ʹ Explain that you will be sharing some ideas that might or might not be in 
the Sermon on the Mount. As you read each one, they should show you 
a house on the rock if it is in the sermon and a house on the sand if it is 
not.
 ʹ Present a series of statements such as these:

 ●Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” (rock)
 ●Jesus said, “We should put sticks in our eyes.” (sand)

 ʹ Make sure that your examples are from passages the groups read.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 1 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 2)
 ʹ Point out the “Unit 1 Verse” (Pack). Remind the group that Jesus read this 
verse to teach that He was the Messiah, the Promised One.
 ʹ Emphasize that Jesus had the authority to teach people to follow God.
 ʹ Arrange the strips bearing the words to Matthew 6:33 in order on a 
table, gathering the group around it. Read the verse to them.
 ʹ After allowing them to study the verse, scramble the words. 
 ʹ Challenge the group to work together to put the verse back into order.
 ʹ Repeat this process as time allows, emphasizing each time that Jesus 
taught people to put God first in their lives.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Ask a volunteer to share his least favorite school class. Ask: “What would 
you rather do instead of having to study that subject for two hours?”
 ʹ Allow a few others to share what they would rather do than math or 
some other school work.
 ʹ Admit to something you would rather do instead of some job you have 
to do.
 ʹ Ask: “Why do we do these things we’d rather not do?” Agree that we do 
them because they will help us in the future.
 ʹ Note that most of the teachings in the Sermon on the Mount are things 
that might seem difficult or hard to us but will help us in the long run.
 ʹ Emphasize that the greatest of all teachers, Jesus, knew how to help 
people live for God.
 ʹ Lead the group in a prayer, asking God to help everyone live their lives 
for God above everything else. Dismiss preteens to Live It Out groups.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
“DID HE SAY IT?” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Ask the group to look at Matthew 5–7 in their Bibles. Note that Jesus 
talked about many things within those three chapters.
 ʹ Distribute the Activity Pages.
 ʹ Instruct the kids to read the Scriptures in the right column and then try to 
determine to which of the statements on the left each pertains.
 ʹ Divide the verses among the participants.
 ʹ Note that a few of the statements are not what Jesus said but instead 
are a misinterpretation of Jesus’ words.
 ʹ Allow the preteens to share the matches they discover. Take a moment 
for preteens to read the verses and apply them to the statements in the 
activity.
 ʹ Emphasize that Jesus did not try to cover every possible situation a 
person might confront in this sermon, but instead He introduced some 
ways of thought to guide us as we follow Him.

CHOICE 2
“WHAT’S A METAPHOR?” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Point out that many places in the Bible use metaphors to describe 
things. Invite the group to read the definition of the word metaphor on 
the Activity Page.
 ʹ Guide the group to locate and read Matthew 7:15. Ask: “Did Jesus 
mean that these false teachers were real wolves who truly dressed up 
as sheep?” Agree that this is a metaphor, describing how a dangerous 
person would try to look harmless.
 ʹ Explain that it is almost always clear whether something in the Bible is to 
be taken literally (like Matthew 6:5) or figuratively like the verse above.

DRAWING METAPHORS, (MUSIC) 
 ʹ Hand out the index cards, assigning the various metaphorical passages 
from the Sermon on the Mount.
 ʹ Challenge the preteens to work in twos or threes to illustrate these 
metaphors, labeling them with words from the verses or other 
explanations as necessary. Play “Jesus Teaches Us” while preteens 
work.
 ʹ After providing time for drawing, allow each drawing to be presented to 
the entire group.
 ʹ As each metaphor is shown, ask the kids, “What does this metaphor 
mean that Jesus wants us to do?” Discuss briefly before proceeding to 
the next drawing.

CHOICE 1 
 › Activity Pages 

CHOICE 2 
 › Activity Pages

 › Music

 › drawing paper, pens, 
markers, or pencils

 › index cards–Write the 
following references 
on separate cards: 
Matthew 5:14-16; 
Matthew 6:22-23; 
Matthew 7:3-5; 
Matthew 7:13-14.
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CHOICE 3
EXAMINING THE TEXT
 ʹ Allow a volunteer to read Matthew 6:25 aloud. Note that the remainder 
of chapter 6 has Jesus explaining that when we trust in God we do not 
need to worry about things.
 ʹ Summarize the examples of food and clothes before allowing someone 
to read Matthew 6:33.
 ʹ Invite the preteens to paraphrase this verse, especially with attention to 
“all these things.”
 ʹ Note that Matthew 6:33 says if we put God first, then He’ll take care of 
our needs.

“DON’T WORRY CARDS” (PACK ITEM 5)
 ʹ Explain that some of the things we worry about are really fairly tiny, while 
other things are a big deal. Invite the kids to consider things they might 
worry about.
 ʹ Separate and shuffle the “Don’t Worry Cards” (Pack), giving a card to 
each person in the group.
 ʹ Allow each person, in turn, to share her card and to explain how she 
might be troubled but why she should not worry about this event.
 ʹ Be sure to draw attention to Matthew 6:27 for any of the life-threatening 
items.
 ʹ Assure preteens that it is natural to be concerned about things like 
parents’ health or losing a job. Remind preteens they are always able to 
take their concerns to God in prayer. 
 ʹ Suggest that the entire Sermon on the Mount tells us to put God first 
and then not worry about anything else.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Remind the group that Jesus used the Sermon on the Mount to present 
His outlook on life.
 ʹ Note that many of the teachings in the sermon take what we would 
expect and turn it upside-down.
 ʹ Challenge preteens to read more of these three chapters to discover 
more of how Jesus taught people to put God first. 
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Pack Item 5

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT Jesus taught about living for God.
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Unit 1, Session 3

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

A genius status is not a requirement to understand Jesus’ teaching on 
forgiveness—especially a math genius. In fact, the more a person loves 
quantifying things, the more difficult it may be to hear what Jesus has to say 
on the important subject of forgiveness. The disciples may or may not have 
been good at math—one would think at least Matthew, being a tax collector, 
could run numbers rather quickly. One might also think this publican-
turned-disciple would be the one to ask the “how many?” questions, but it is 
Matthew who records Peter asking Jesus the numbers question of how many 
times should a person forgive someone.

Peter began his figuring by offering the number 7 as the possible answer 
to the question of how many times he should forgive someone who wrongs 
him. In Bible times 7 was a significant number. The number and references 
to it occur more than 750 times in the Bible. The number 7 in the Bible 
represents wholeness and completion; therefore, Peter may have thought 
7 I-forgive-yous would suffice. But Jesus introduced a number, whether it 
was 70 times 7 or 77 times, that was much higher than Peter thought.

No matter the number, Jesus is more concerned with people and the 
condition of their hearts. Make no mistake, Jesus was not providing a 
specific number for people to reach. Keeping count would be legalistic and 
was not the meaning of all Jesus said about the heart. His aim was for us 
not to get lost in the numeric answer but in His character. Jesus taught that 
forgiveness is never-ending. There are no limits on God’s forgiveness toward 
us, and thus, we should not set any limits on our forgiveness for others. 
Jesus explained His response through a parable about an unforgiving 
servant. After a king forgave a servant for a huge debt—basically, a lifetime 
of earnings—the servant failed to do the same. Instead, he grabbed and 
began to choke a fellow servant who owed him only a day’s wage. Jesus 
strongly warned against this lack of forgiveness in response to immense 
forgiveness from God. 

Are you harboring unforgiving thoughts? If the answer is yes, repent, 
asking God to change your heart into a heart of limitless and unending 
forgiveness. 

How can you help the kids in your group understand that forgiveness is 
not just words they say or something they do but who God expects them to 
be—a loving and forgiving person every time, all the time?

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT  
FORGIVENESS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus transformed people 
through His love. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Matthew 18:21-35 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
March 15 

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught that 
believers should 
forgive others as 

God forgives them.

UNIT VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. 
Luke 4:18 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Be kind and 
compassionate to one 
another, forgiving one 
another, just as God also 
forgave you in Christ. 
Ephesians 4:32 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 3—You will 
need the “Who?” portion.

 › index cards, pens, tape

 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed.

 › Videos

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Lesotho”–
Print the missions story 
and “Lesotho Map.”

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT  
FORGIVENESS

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“TEACHING HEADERS” (PACK ITEM 3)
 ʹ Allow the group to review the answers to where and what Jesus taught. 
 ʹ Ask the kids to consider the question, “Who did Jesus teach?”
 ʹ Direct preteens to find and read Matthew 18:1-4.
 ʹ Ask: “Who was Jesus teaching? What caused Him to teach at this time?”
 ʹ Repeat this process with Matthew 18:21-22, asking the same questions.
 ʹ Challenge the group to look back to the passages from the last two 
weeks, Luke 14:16-22 and Matthew 5–7 to discover the audience 
involved there.
 ʹ Guide them to write brief audience descriptions for each of these 
passages (Luke 14:16-22 and Matthew 5–7).
 ʹ Note that most of the things Jesus taught were intended for a particular 
person or group and in a particular situation.
 ʹ Display the audience descriptions below the Who? header (Pack).

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Direct the preteens to form two lines.
 ʹ Challenge the kids at the front of each line to engage in a made-up 
conversation. Stipulate that they may only speak in questions. No 
questions can be repeated and they must make sense.
 ʹ Allow the conversation to begin. When one speaker comes up empty, 
makes a statement, or repeats a question, send him to the back of the 
line and allow the next person to try.
 ʹ Continue the process, cycling through the members of each line quickly.
 ʹ Conclude the activity by allowing the two most successful questioners 
to make one last attempt at an all-question conversation.
 ʹ Note that even though everyone made a mistake in this game, he was 
forgiven and allowed to come back to the front of the line.
 ʹ Point out that today’s lesson examines a more important type of 
forgiveness that we receive and that we should show others.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Show the “More Helpers” video or tell the missions story.
 ʹ Display the “Lesotho Map.” 
 ʹ Mention that doctors and nurses from the U.S. travel to Lesotho for 
short-term trips to provide medical care to the Basotho. 
 ʹ Invite a preteen to pray for the people who receive treatment at the 
medical clinic. Close the prayer time by praying for doctors and nurses 
who travel many miles to care for the Basotho.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 1, 2

 › Teaching Picture 3

 › Videos

 › index cards–Write each 
word of Luke 4:18 on 
separate cards. Tape the 
cards in mixed-up order 
around the room. 
Option: “Luke 4:18 
Cards” (Printables) 

 › dry erase board and 
markers, pens, tape

Translation Note: Some 
versions of the Bible 
translate 70 times 7  
as 77 times.

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 1 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 1)
 ʹ Point out the “Unit 1 Banner” (Pack). Agree that Jesus is the great 
teacher, but claim that you are probably the next greatest teacher.
 ʹ Welcome the group to your class, calling the church by the wrong name. 
Quickly correct yourself and ask their forgiveness.
 ʹ Remind the preteens of the previous two lessons, again making 
mistakes and correcting yourself if they do not do so promptly.
 ʹ Note that the text for this week comes from the “first book in the Old 
Testament, the Book of Matthew.” Again, wait to be corrected. Agree 
that you’re having a rough day, but insist that you are still probably the 
second greatest teacher around.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
TEACHING PICTURE 3
 ʹ Direct the kids to locate Matthew 18:21 in their Bibles, and enlist a 
volunteer to read Matthew 18:21 while another is prepared to write 
numbers that are mentioned in the verse on the dry erase board. Ensure 
that the number 7 is written on the board.
 ʹ Allow another person to read Jesus’ response in the next verse. Direct 
the scribe to write 70 above the 7 and then add a multiplication sign.
 ʹ Ask someone to do the math and discover the number of times Jesus 
said we should forgive. (490)
 ʹ Suggest that Jesus did not want His followers counting all the way to 
490 but to forgive people over and over. Note that Jesus then used a 
parable to illustrate the importance of forgiveness.
 ʹ Enlist volunteers to portray actions of the king, the servant who owed 
10,000 talents, the servant who owed 100 denarii, and other servants.
 ʹ Summarize the parable, guiding the actors to act out the events. Be 
sure to note that 10,000 talents was a huge amount of money while 
100 denarii was almost nothing.
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture, and ask the group what moment from 
today’s story is being portrayed in the picture.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
 ʹ Direct the group to say, in unison, “You’re forgiven” ten times. Count 
them on your fingers as they speak them.
 ʹ Ask two volunteers to attempt to answer the first review question found 
on page 21. As you begin reading, instruct everyone else to say “You’re 
forgiven” repeatedly, keeping track of the number of times they say the 
phrase.
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LIFE POINT Jesus taught that believers should forgive others as God forgives them.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › How many times was 
Peter willing to forgive? 
(seven times)

 › How many times did 
Jesus tell Peter to 
forgive? (70 times 7)

 › In Jesus’ story why 
did the king forgive 
such a large amount? 
(The servant begged 
him, and the king was 
compassionate.)

 › How did the first servant 
treat the other servant 
who owed him? (He 
grabbed the man, choked 
him, and demanded 
payment.)

 › What did the king do 
when he heard what the 
first servant had done 
to the other servant? 
(The king threw the first 
servant in jail.)

 › What did Jesus want 
Peter to learn from this 
story? (God wants us to 
forgive others and really 
mean it.)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
Ephesians 4:32.

 ʹ Note the volunteer who answered the question correctly first and how 
many times “You’re forgiven” had been spoken before the question was 
answered. A lower score is better.
 ʹ Repeat this process with other volunteers and the remaining questions.
 ʹ Ask: “How many times has ‘You’re forgiven’ been said during this 
activity?” Admit that you don’t have an exact number, but insist that it is 
considerably less than 70 times 7.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 1 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 2)
 ʹ Point out the “Unit 1 Verse” poster (Pack), reminding the preteens that 
Jesus taught that He is the Messiah. After a moment, conceal the poster.
 ʹ Ask the kids to move to the first word in the verse among the words on 
the wall. Give them a moment to change their choice if needed before 
identifying the correct word.
 ʹ Continue this process through the remaining words of the verse. 
 ʹ Challenge a volunteer to run to the various words in order as quickly as 
possible, while the others call out the words and check the work.
 ʹ Show the Luke 4:18 poster again, and emphasize that only someone set 
apart by God could transform people like Jesus does. Jesus transformed 
people through His love.  

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Write this math problem on the dry erase board: 3,942 x 6,713.
 ʹ Choose a volunteer and explain to him what you are about to do. Direct 
the volunteer to come to the board and work the problem. Instantly 
begin harassing the volunteer with criticism and judgment. “How slow 
are you? Don’t you know how to do math?”
 ʹ Stop the person working the problem. Ask the person to start again. 
This time be helpful and encouraging. “That’s not right, but you can get 
it. You might try it this way.”
 ʹ Stop the problem again. Agree with the group that it is easier to work 
when we know that our mistakes will not be held against us.
 ʹ Emphasize that Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness displays a love that can 
transform people.
 ʹ Look back to the math problem and announce that the answer is 
obviously 26,462,646.
 ʹ Invite volunteers to offer prayers asking for forgiveness from God and 
also asking to be made more forgiving.
 ʹ Dismiss kids to Live It Out groups.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  P r e t e e n s    21



MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
“FLOWING FORGIVENESS” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Remind the group that Jesus takes forgiveness very seriously.
 ʹ Distribute the Activity Pages and guide kids to complete the flowchart 
based on Matthew 6:14-15.
 ʹ Allow the kids to relate the statements in these verses to the parable 
Jesus shared in Matthew 18:23-35. 
 ʹ Point out that the king (who represents God) forgave his servant (us) a 
huge debt (our sins) and that the servant failed when he did not forgive 
another person a tiny debt.

“UNFORGIVEABLE CASES” (PACK ITEM 6)
 ʹ Distribute five of the “Unforgiveable Cases” cards to individuals, holding 
back the “Jesus” card for yourself.
 ʹ Ask each person, in turn, to read the situation on his card.
 ʹ Ask: “Does this person have a reason to be angry or hurt?”
 ʹ Point out the tape line on the floor. Direct the group to vote on how hard 
this case would be to forgive by standing on the number line to indicate 
how they feel (not serious at all, number 1), to the far right in the room 
(super serious, number 10), or somewhere in between.
 ʹ When all five cards have been shared, read the “Jesus” card. Agree that 
this case should be the absolute hardest thing to forgive.
 ʹ Ask: “If Jesus can forgive people like us for our sins against Him, how 
can we not forgive others?”

CHOICE 2
“FLOWING FORGIVENESS” (ACTIVITY PAGE), (MUSIC)
 ʹ Distribute the Activity Pages, and guide kids to complete the flowchart 
based on Matthew 6:14-15. Play “I WIll Follow You” while preteens work.
 ʹ Allow the kids to relate the statements in these verses to the parable 
Jesus shared in Matthew 18:23-35. 
 ʹ Point out that the king (who represents God) forgave his servant (us) a 
huge debt (our sins) and that the servant failed when he did not forgive 
another person a tiny debt.

THE WEB
 ʹ Ask the preteens to name the people or type of people they might 
interact with during the course of a week.
 ʹ Create tags on sticky notes for each category of people: coach, teacher, 
mother, father, brother, and so forth. Insert a push pin through each tag 
and attach them to the foam core board.
 ʹ Add another tag and pin, labeled God, in the center of the cluster of 
pins. Make a tag and label it You and place it near the label God. 

CHOICE 1 
 › Pack Item 6 

 › Activity Pages

 › painter’s tape–Make a 
line on the floor and use 
the tape to make number  
1 on one end of the line 
and a number 10 on the 
opposite end of the line.

CHOICE 2 
 › Activity Pages 

 › Music

 › foam core board, push 
pins, sticky notes, 
scissors, marker

 › yarn or string, 2 colors 
(preferably in bright 
colors)
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 ʹ Use one color string to attach the You to God.
 ʹ Invite the preteens to connect each of the pins to the other with the 
other color of yarn, creating a web of relationships. 
 ʹ Ask: “How do you depend on these people?” Allow a few volunteers to 
share the connections represented by the yarn. 
 ʹ Say: “If you are not willing to forgive someone when they hurt you . . . .” 
Snip a relationship yarn with the scissors. Ask what happens when these 
connections are cut.
 ʹ Emphasize that God wants us to forgive others. He wants us to have a 
strong web of relationships to help us.
 ʹ Suggest that when the connection to God is loose, the connections to 
others won’t be as strong.

CHOICE 3
THE NEED FOR SORRY
 ʹ Ask the preteens to look at Matthew 6:14-15 in their Bibles.
 ʹ Allow them to consider whether it is easier to admit we are wrong and 
ask forgiveness or to forgive someone who has wronged us.
 ʹ Ask: “Did Jesus say we should only forgive people if they apologize?” 
Acknowledge that He told us to forgive without conditions.

DOING THE HARD THING
 ʹ Instruct the group to fold a piece of paper in half and write on the 
inside—so no one can easily see—a list of people against whom they 
might hold a grudge. Suggest preteens use initials rather than names.
 ʹ Note that this list could include individuals or groups. Share a sampling 
of your own list.
 ʹ Allow volunteers to share one of the people on their lists.
 ʹ Ask: “Can you forgive them?”
 ʹ Pass out the note cards, challenging the kids to write briefly to the 
person or group, explaining the offense and that they have been 
forgiven.
 ʹ Advise the preteens to consider whether they would want to share their 
notes with the people or to simply hold on to them to recall their acts of 
forgiveness.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Remind the kids that God has forgiven us much more by forgiving our 
sins than we can ever forgive another person.
 ʹ Emphasize that if forgiving others were an easy and natural thing, Jesus 
would not have spent so much effort talking about it.
 ʹ Challenge the group to let go of any grudges they have in their lives.
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › copy paper, pens

 › blank (on the inside) 
generic note cards and 
envelopes

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT Jesus taught that believers should forgive others as God forgives them.
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Unit 1, Session 4

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Lost. That one word appears several times in this chapter from Luke’s 
Gospel. In many Bibles the word lost appears in the headings of the parables 
recorded in these passages: “The Parable of the Lost Sheep,” “The Parable 
of the Lost Coin,” “The Parable of the Lost Son.” A sheep, a coin, and a son—
every one of them lost. 

Jesus shared these three parables in response to the complaints of the 
Pharisees and scribes that He not only welcomed sinners but also ate with 
them. And these leaders were right—Jesus surrounded Himself with sinners. 
Or was it more like sinners were attracted to Him? In the very first verse of 
his Gospel, Luke recorded that all the tax collectors and sinners approached 
Jesus to listen to Him. Immediately, Jesus unjustly earned the spur of the 
religious leaders who complained about His associations with those they 
deemed less valuable or unworthy of their time. They were quick to label 
others as sinners, grouping people by vocation or lifestyle, while they 
ignored and hid their own wrongdoings. In their eyes, they were righteous. 
These religious men had no use for Jesus and His teachings about sin, 
salvation, mercy, and grace. They considered themselves safe from the 
judgment that Jesus spoke about because of their heritage and religious 
practices. 

In response to their unbelief and judgmental words, Jesus illustrated 
God’s love for people in the parables He told. Each story concluded with 
rejoicing over finding something that was lost. Jesus likens the celebrations 
to one sinner who repents and turns to God. Jesus’ stories gave His 
audience earthly examples of the heavenly joy for one repentant sinner. God 
knows everyone by name, and He rejoices over each individual who comes 
to salvation. The love of God is immeasurable. He will never stop searching 
for the lost. His love is unending and flows freely to all who choose to 
receive it.

The common response to finding the lost sheep, coin, and son is to 
rejoice. Do you remember the joy of your salvation? In what way are you 
reflecting God’s love to a world in need of Him?

How can you lead kids in your group to understand that parables teach 
us about God? How will you help them understand their need to be saved 
and that God expects those who know Him to share His love with others?

JESUS TOLD THREE PARABLES

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus taught that He is the 
only way to God. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Luke 15 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
March 22 

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught 

about God’s love.

UNIT VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. 
Luke 4:18 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God 
sent his one and only Son 
into the world so that we 
might live through him. 
1 John 4:9 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 3—You will 
need the “How?” portion.

 › Activity Pages

 › paper plates, fine point 
markers or pens

 › Pack Item 7

Example: For the food 
donuts, you would say, 
“like a tire” or “like an 
inflatable inner tube.”

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Lesotho”–
Print the missions story. 

 › tape measure 

 › tape

JESUS TOLD THREE PARABLES

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“TEACHING HEADERS” (PACK ITEM 3)
 ʹ Ask kids to share their thoughts on: “How did Jesus teach?”
 ʹ Point out the definition of the word parable on the Activity Page, noting 
the three requirements: shortness, comparison, and a point.
 ʹ Guide the kids to read Luke 13:6-9. Ask: “Do you believe Jesus told this 
story to help people keep their gardens?
 ʹ Finish by inviting preteens to create their own parables. Guide the 
group to record the made-up parables on paper plates and display them 
beneath the How? “Teaching Header” (Pack).

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“FAST FOOD CARDS” (PACK ITEM 7)
 ʹ Challenge kids to a guessing game. This game will involve someone 
giving hints that are all comparisons. Say: “If I’m given the topic animal, 
then I have to describe it by comparing it to something else besides 
another animal. For example, you could say a dog is ‘like a kitchen table,’ 
but not that it is ‘like a coyote.’ ”
 ʹ Ask for a volunteer to select the first of the “Fast Food Cards” (Pack) 
and to begin giving hints comparing the food to non-food items. When 
someone guesses correctly, allow that person to be the next hint-giver.
 ʹ Point out that we often explain things people do not understand by 
comparing them to things they do understand.
 ʹ Note that Jesus used this method often.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Guide kids to help you measure and tape a circle with a diameter of 
15 feet (the size of a Basotho hut). 
 ʹ Instruct kids to sit inside the circle. Explain that the circle represents the 
average size of a Basotho hut, which is made of stones held together 
with mud and dung (animal droppings). As many as 10 people may share 
a home this size, sleeping on mats on the floor. 
 ʹ Challenge kids to determine what objects and furniture from their own 
homes would fit inside the circle. Prompt kids to name fun activities that 
require electricity (watching videos) or special supplies (making crafts). 
 ʹ Ask: “How do you think the Floras teach kids about Jesus, using no 
electricity and few teaching supplies?”
 ʹ Pray for the Floras and other missionaries who are reaching the 
Basotho people. 

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  P r e t e e n s    25



MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 1, 2, 8

 › Teaching Picture 4

 › Videos

 › pencil, paper clip, chair, 
tape

 › Cut apart the 2 sections 
of Pack Item 8 and hang 
them on opposite sides 
of the room.

 › A photo of someone you 
love (family member, 
friend, or so forth).

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 1 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 1)
 ʹ Draw preteens’ attention to the banner (Pack). Allow them to recall some 
of the ways Jesus’ great teaching was demonstrated in previous weeks.
 ʹ Ask: “What’s a great teacher like?” Hold up the pencil. Say: “A great 
teacher is like a pencil. They’re sharp and they leave a mark.”
 ʹ Display the paper clip. Say: “A great teacher is like a paper clip. They 
hold everything together.”
 ʹ Gesture to the chair. Allow the preteens to suggest how a great teacher 
is like a chair.
 ʹ Agree that these comparisons were not completely perfect. Explain that 
Jesus used comparisons, including stories, to make many of the points 
in His teaching. Note that there are at least 30 parables in the Gospels. 
Remind the group of the parable definition from the Activity Page.
 ʹ Explain that preteens will explore three related parables.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
“PARABLE TEAM SHEET” (PACK ITEM 8), TEACHING  
PICTURE 4
 ʹ Guide the group to Luke 15. Read Luke 15:1-3. Ask: “What did the great 
teacher teach? Let’s find out.”
 ʹ Form two equal teams, the “Baa” team and the “Ching” team. Point the 
teams to their “Parable Team Sheet” (Pack). 
 ʹ Guide teams to refer to the Scripture passage listed on their sheet to  
answer the questions regarding their parable, recording their group 
answers on the sheet.
 ʹ After allowing time to complete this study, ask the “Ching” team to move 
to the opposite side of the room as the “Baa” team shares its answers. 
 ʹ Repeat that process with the “Baa” team gathered at the “Ching” page.
 ʹ Emphasize that Jesus was not really talking about sheep and coins with 
these parables.
 ʹ Select kids to portray the younger son, older son, father, and any other 
characters you desire, helping them to act out the parable as you 
summarize Luke 15:11-32 using your Bible and the Bible story summary 
on the back of the Teaching Picture.
 ʹ Be sure that your summary emphasizes the same questions covered on 
the “Parable Team Sheets.”
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LIFE POINT Jesus taught about God’s love.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › Who told the three 
parables (stories) to 
teach a lesson? (Jesus)

 › What made a shepherd 
happy after one of his 
sheep is lost? (finding it)

 › How might a shepherd 
celebrate when he finds 
a lost sheep? (bring it 
home and tell his friends)

 › What did a woman do 
when she lost a coin? 
(She searched until she 
found it and called her 
friends to celebrate.)

 › What did the son decide 
he could do for his 
father? (work for him)

 › How are the three 
parables alike? (They 
all tell about things that 
were lost and found: 
the sheep, the coin, and 
the son.)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
1 John 4:9.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
 ʹ Ask: “Why did Jesus share these three parables?” Emphasize the 
context from the beginning of Luke 15. Ask: “What was the attitude of 
the Pharisees and scribes?”
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture. Invite the preteens to share how this 
picture illustrates the lesson.
 ʹ Guide the group to review the three parables and determine the 
common structure behind each of them.
 ʹ Allow the group to answer the “Parable Team Sheet” questions for the 
parable of the lost son.
 ʹ Challenge them to consider why so much attention (eight verses) is 
given to the older brother in the third parable. Ask how the brother’s 
attitude relates back to the attitudes of the Pharisees and scribes in 
Luke 15:1-2. 

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 1 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 2)
 ʹ Display the “Unit 1 Verse,” and read the verse together.
 ʹ Suggest that the group create similes or “comparisons using ‘like’ or ‘as’ 
to embellish this verse.”
 ʹ Direct them to create similes for how the Spirit is “on me,” how Jesus 
was anointed, and how He was to preach. 
 ʹ Read Luke 4:18 with these similes inserted. Reflect on the verse’s 
meaning as you discuss the appropriateness or accuracy of the similes.
 ʹ Emphasize that it is not our place to add words to Scripture, but we 
should carefully consider Scripture so we fully understand its meaning.
 ʹ Ask the group to read Luke 4:18 once more.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Sit down in the chair and say: “A great teacher is like a chair because it 
supports you.” Allow the kids to evaluate your comparison.
 ʹ Show a photo of someone you love greatly. Introduce the person and 
agree that you cannot describe the depth of your love for that person.
 ʹ Note that God’s love for us is so great that it is hard for us to understand. 
Suggest that Jesus used parables to share things we find hard to 
understand, starting with God’s great love.
 ʹ Emphasize that Jesus was not teaching about sheep, money, or even 
family reunions but about God’s amazing love. Jesus taught that He is 
the only way to God.
 ʹ Lead the group in a prayer asking God to reveal more and more of His 
love to everyone in the group.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 CHOICE 1
“ONE WAY PUZZLE” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Guide the preteens to work through and complete the crossword puzzle 
on the Activity Page, using their Bibles to answer the questions.
 ʹ When you reach the clues that require reference to a Bible verse beyond 
Luke 15, ask someone to read that verse and then briefly discuss what 
the verse means.
 ʹ Emphasize that all three of the Luke 15 parables tell us that God seeks 
out lost people and that it causes celebration when they are found.

A FOURTH PARABLE, (MUSIC)
 ʹ Challenge the group to work in twos or threes to create a fourth parable 
that could join those in Luke 15.
 ʹ Play “I Will Follow You” while preteens work. 
 ʹ Insist that the created parables must have something lost, someone 
seeking it, and celebration when it is found.
 ʹ Allow teams to illustrate their parables with a drawing if desired.
 ʹ Invite the teams to share their ideas. 
 ʹ Note that we can use parables to teach just like Jesus did so long as we 
are careful to make our parables carry lessons that fit with the Bible’s 
message.

CHOICE 2
“BROTHER AND BROTHER POSTER” (PACK ITEM 9)
 ʹ Direct the preteens to find Luke 15 in their Bibles once again. Ask: “How 
many verses are in each of the three parables?” (Sheep: 4; Coin: 3; Son: 
21).
 ʹ Challenge them to explain why the parable of the prodigal (lost) son is 
so much longer. 
 ʹ Point out the definition of prodigal on the Activity Page.
 ʹ Display the “Brother and Brother” poster (Pack). 
 ʹ Guide the kids through the questions regarding age (younger and older) 
and activity.
 ʹ Ask them to answer questions with references to the Scripture when 
possible and provide support for how they know the answers. 
 ʹ Continue through the questions. Be sure to note that the father loved his 
sons equally.
 ʹ Invite half of the group to imagine themselves as the younger brother 
and half of the group to imagine themselves as the older brother. Allow 
them to consider the thoughts that might have passed through their 
minds.
 ʹ Ask: “What good reason did the older brother have to be upset?”

CHOICE 1 
 › Activity Pages 

 › Music

 › pens, drawing paper and 
other drawing supplies

CHOICE 2 
 › Pack Item 9

 › Activity Pages
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 ʹ Emphasize that all Christians have been able to identify with both the  
younger brother and older at some point in their lives. 

CHOICE 3
“ONE WAY PUZZLE” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Guide the preteens to work through and complete the crossword puzzle 
on the Activity Page, using their Bibles to answer the questions.
 ʹ When you reach the clues that require reference to a Bible verse beyond 
Luke 15, ask someone to read that verse and then briefly discuss what 
the verse means.
 ʹ Emphasize that all three of the Luke 15 parables tell us that God seeks 
out lost people and that it causes celebration when they are found.

“PARABLE INGREDIENTS” (PACK ITEM 10)
 ʹ Place the parts of “Parable Ingredients” (Pack) on a table, blue side up, 
asking the kids to place them in their proper order.
 ʹ Remind them that these parables are not about sheep, coins, and 
wasteful sons but about people who are separated from God.
 ʹ Challenge the group to move through each of the individual ingredients 
to see how they apply to lost people being saved through Jesus. 
Consult the backs of the ingredient cards to check the group’s ideas.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Emphasize that the only way for lost people to turn to God is through 
Jesus.
 ʹ Remind the group that after we are found, we should rejoice whenever 
someone else comes to Christ.
 ʹ Challenge the kids to find ways to seek out the lost people in their lives 
and introduce them to Jesus. 
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Pack Item 10 

 › Activity Pages 

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

 

LIFE POINT Jesus taught about God’s love.
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Unit 1, Session 5

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Franc, pound, euro, peso, dollar, yen, birr, ringgit—the list of the world’s 
currencies goes on and on. In fact, there are over 160 different currencies 
circulating today. The most traded currency in the world is the U.S. dollar 
with the euro being the second. The accumulation of money or the lack 
thereof has contributed to the rise and fall of many nations, not to mention 
individuals. It is no wonder Jesus mentions money so many times. 

As the Master Teacher, Jesus incorporated life experiences and tangible 
objects to teach people. One such teachable moment in the temple served 
as an object lesson for His disciples. While Jesus sat across from the temple 
treasury, He watched “how” people dropped money into the treasury. 

Although the treasury could refer to a room with some way to deposit 
the temple treasures and store them there, this treasury may have been 
1 of 13 trumpet-shaped collection boxes with narrow openings at the top 
for deposits. At the very least, temple offerings were hard to miss; on the 
other hand, one could make a show of his gift. Jesus observed that the rich 
deposited large sums. In contrast, a poor widow gave two small coins. In that 
culture the woman likely had no hope for a major reversal of fortune. Her 
two coins were lepta, the smallest coin in circulation. Together the two coins 
were worth only a fraction of a penny. 

At this point, Jesus gathered His disciples for an object lesson. He 
called their attention to what had just happened in plain, but hidden view. 
The woman’s gift was greater, literally, than all of the other gifts the people 
gave. Jesus explained that the others gave what they did not need, or out 
of their “leftover” money. He concluded for His disciples that although this 
widow was poor, she gave everything she had to live on. By doing so she 
committed her very livelihood, her survival, in trust to God.

Which is easier for you to give to God: money or time? Ask God to make 
you generous with all He has entrusted to you. 

How can you help the kids in your group understand that their small gifts 
are enough for God to use in big ways? How will you help them be generous 
and use their gifts to tell others about God?
 

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT GIVING

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus taught that worship 
is for God’s glory. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Mark 12:41-44 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
March 29 

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus taught that 
when we give, we 

worship and 
honor God.

UNIT VERSE
The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has 
anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. 
Luke 4:18 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
For they all gave out of 
their surplus, but she out 
of her poverty has put in 
everything she had—all 
she had to live on. 
Mark 12:44 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 3—You will 
need the “Why?” portion.

 › copy paper–Write the 
following statements on 
separate pieces of paper: 
Something you need to 
do. Something you need 
to know. Something else.  
Option: “Signs” 
(Printables)

 › tape

 › pennies (enough to give 
each participant at least 
5)

 › 30-second timer

 › Printables: “Unit 1 
Missions: Lesotho”–
Print the missions 
story and the “Lesotho 
Photos.” 

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT GIVING

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“TEACHING HEADERS” (PACK ITEM 3)
 ʹ Briefly refresh the group on the answers to where, what, who, and how 
Jesus taught. Guide the group to stand in the middle of the room with 
the three signs taped around the room.  
 ʹ Direct the kids to move to the sign that describes the why behind 
various teachings. Practice with nonbiblical examples such as “My 
address is . . .” 
 ʹ Remind the kids of the teachings from the previous four weeks. For each 
of these, invite preteens to move to the appropriate sign.
 ʹ Conclude by gathering the paper signs and placing them under the 
Why? “Teaching Header” (Pack).

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Give each preteen the same amount of pennies.
 ʹ Explain preteens will participate in a 30-second game where they should 
attempt to gather as many coins as possible. Note that if someone asks 
him to share coins, he must give at least one coin.
 ʹ Start the timer, and allow the kids to ask for and receive coins from each 
other. When time expires, discover who has the most coins and who has 
the least. Rebalance the coins so that everyone has the same number.
 ʹ Explain that this time, the goal will be to give away as many coins as 
possible. Note that if someone offers coins, they must accept them.
 ʹ Start the timer and allow the game to proceed. When time is up, look 
to see how many coins each person has. Note that a lot more coins 
changed hands when the focus was on giving rather than getting.
 ʹ Explain that in this week’s lesson, Jesus teaches important lessons 
about giving.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Review the Lesotho missions story with the kids. 
 ʹ Show the “Lesotho Photos” and help volunteers read the captions. 
 ʹ Play a memory game by naming items kids might need for a missions 
journey to a Lesotho village that has no electricity or other modern 
conveniences. 
 ʹ  The first player begins: “I think I’ll pack a blanket.” The next player 
adds: “I think I’ll pack a blanket and a flashlight.” Continue the list until 
everyone participates or it becomes too lengthy to remember. 
 ʹ Encourage kids to pray sentence prayers for the Flora family and the 
Basotho people. 
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 1, 2

 › Teaching Picture 5

 › Videos

 › index cards–Write each 
word of Mark 12:44 on 
separate cards. Make 
2 sets. Tape the words 
of one copy together, 
in order, so that they 
create a long ribbon of 
words. Place this copy in 
a basket. 
Option: “Mark 12:44 
Cards” (Printables)

 › a handful of change, 
basket

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 1 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 1)
 ʹ Point out the banner (Pack), allowing the group to recall some of the 
ways Jesus taught people. Note that He taught in a worship service, 
to a whole crowd on a mountain, to his followers when they asked a 
question, and in parables when people criticized Him.
 ʹ Note that some lessons are planned while others just happen. Explain 
that these are called “teachable moments.”
 ʹ Attempt to demonstrate a teachable moment drawn from your 
community, church, or class. For example, “Ava’s mother has just been 
told her cancer is gone. That’s great and it shows that God can and will 
heal people.” 
 ʹ Point out that today’s story reflects a powerful teachable moment. Being 
a great teacher, Jesus was ready to use any moment to share more 
about living for God.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
TEACHING PICTURE 5
 ʹ Direct the kids to locate Mark 12 in their Bibles. Note that this chapter 
begins with another of Jesus’ parables, but that they will be examining 
the end of the chapter, Mark 12:41-44.
 ʹ Agree that four verses is not a long passage to consider. Help the 
group to understand that the shortness of the story does not limit its 
importance.
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture. Ask the kids to pay attention to determine 
what moment in the story this image depicts.
 ʹ Ask someone to read Mark 12:41. Invite the group to examine the 
Teaching Picture to determine the places and people represented in the 
verse.
 ʹ Allow the preteens to speculate on the attitudes of the people giving 
their money, including the rich people.
 ʹ Proceed to Mark 12:42, allowing someone to read. Repeat the process 
above, emphasizing the possible attitude of the poor widow.
 ʹ As someone reads the next verse, ask, “How might the disciples have 
felt when Jesus said the widow gave more?”
 ʹ Conclude the story with Jesus’ teachable moment explanation in 
Mark 12:44.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
 ʹ Direct the preteens to close their Bibles, and explain that you have a pop 
quiz for them.
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LIFE POINT Jesus taught that when we give, we worship and honor God.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › What was Jesus 
watching in the temple? 
(Jesus was watching 
people bring their 
offerings to church.)

 › What did the rich people 
put in the offering? (a lot 
of money)

 › What did the woman 
put in the offering? (two 
small coins)

 › Why didn’t the woman 
have more money? (She 
was a widow and didn’t 
have a husband to take 
care of her.)

 › Why did Jesus say the 
woman put in more 
money than the other 
people? (She gave all she 
had.)

 › Name some other ways, 
besides giving money, 
that people can give to 
God. (Answers may vary, 
but should include that 
people can give time, 
help, and things they 
own.)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
Mark 12:44.

 ʹ Point to elements in the Teaching Picture and ask, “What is this?” “Who 
is this?”
 ʹ Ask how each of the people in the illustration might have felt about the 
giving, the widow, or what Jesus had to say.
 ʹ Direct part of the group to pose and create a “Teaching Picture” of what 
happened just before the printed picture. Allow them to explain their 
choices.
 ʹ Guide the rest of the group to pose and create an “after” scene, showing 
what happened after the Teaching Picture’s moment.
 ʹ Emphasize that Jesus taught us that when we give, we worship and 
honor God. Jesus taught that worship is for God’s glory.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 1 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 2)
 ʹ Point out the “Unit 1 Verse,” reminding the group of its significance.
 ʹ Pass out the words of Mark 12:44 in random order to the kids.
 ʹ Invite them to locate Mark 12:44 in their Bibles and identify the first word 
of the verse.
 ʹ Ask the person holding that word to bring it to you. Place the word in the 
basket. Continue collecting the remaining words in the correct order.
 ʹ When all the words are in the basket, dramatically draw out the joined 
copy of the verse, asking the preteens to read it with you.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Display the handful of change, allowing someone to count it.
 ʹ Ask: “What could I buy with that amount of money?” Note that such a 
small amount will not buy very much.
 ʹ Ask: “How could that money help the church?” Agree that a handful of 
change is not enough to pay the bills or send missionaries around the 
world.
 ʹ Invite the group to suggest why you should still be faithful to give, even if 
you don’t have much.
 ʹ Emphasize that God does not need our money but that He is honored 
and worshiped when we give, whether we are rich or poor, whether we 
are giving money, time, abilities, or something else.
 ʹ Challenge the kids to join in a sentence prayer relating to God what 
each can offer to Him.
 ʹ Dismiss preteens to Live It Out groups.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
“ISN’T GIVING JUST ABOUT MONEY?” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Distribute the Activity Pages and direct the group to this item.
 ʹ Assign Scripture references to different preteens, asking them to find 
the verses and determine whether or not each verse says that giving is 
only about money.
 ʹ Allow them to share their answers and give an explanation, asking: “If 
giving isn’t only about money, what is it actually about?”
 ʹ Emphasize that God does not need our giving, but that giving reflects 
our heart.

“BIGGEST GIVER” (PACK ITEM 11)
 ʹ Separate and pass out the “Biggest Giver” cards (Pack). If there are more 
cards than preteens, allow some to have more than one.
 ʹ Invite the kids to read their “giver” situation and evaluate the act of 
giving described.
 ʹ Challenge them to arrange the givers on the cards from the “Biggest 
Giver” to the “Worst Giver.”
 ʹ Discuss preteens’ answers.
 ʹ Point out that there are no absolute answers to who is the biggest giver, 
but that God is most honored when we cling to our possessions the 
least.

CHOICE 2
THE THREE Ts
 ʹ Across the top of the dry erase board, write three large Ts.
 ʹ Explain that sometimes we talk about things we can give such as time, 
talent, and treasure. Fill out the words on the dry erase board. Explain 
that treasure includes things you value, such as a money.
 ʹ Ask the group which of these is the easiest to give away and which is 
the hardest.
 ʹ Allow them to write some examples of each category that they might 
give away. Note that giving away anything means that you do not get to 
use it as you might have wanted to, so playing baseball isn’t giving talent 
unless you are somehow playing baseball for God and not yourself.

“GIFT CARDS” (PACK ITEM 12)
 ʹ Give each participant one of the “Gift Cards” (Pack).
 ʹ Emphasize that most preteens do not have a great deal of treasure but 
often have time and talent they can give.
 ʹ Ask each person to consider what they could give away and who they 
could give it to that would honor God. Note that we should give within 
the church but that giving beyond the church also honors God.

CHOICE 1 
 › Pack Item 11 

 › Activity Pages 

CHOICE 2 
 › Pack Item 12 

 › dry erase board and 
markers or a large sheet 
of paper

 › markers, pens
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 ʹ Allow each preteen to create a “gift card” complete with the details filled 
in.
 ʹ Challenge them to share their gift cards with the designated recipients 
and to live it out.

CHOICE 3
“ISN’T GIVING JUST ABOUT MONEY?” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Pass out the Activity Pages and direct the group to “Isn’t Giving Just 
About Money?”
 ʹ Assign Scriptures to different preteens, asking them to find their 
assigned verse and determine if it says that giving is only about money.
 ʹ Allow them to share their answers and give an explanation, asking: “If 
giving isn’t just about money, what is it actually about?”
 ʹ Emphasize that God does not need our giving, but that giving reflects 
our heart.

TO THE REAL WORLD
 ʹ Talk with a church leader or look around the church to understand the 
reason why giving is necessary to continue the church’s ministry.
 ʹ Discuss the various things needed to keep the doors open.
 ʹ Talk about the needs or opportunities for missions giving.
 ʹ Consider the ways in which the church gives (or could give) to represent 
Jesus in the community.
 ʹ Challenge the kids to become cheerful givers—of their time, their 
talents, and their money—who help their church do the work that Jesus 
has for it.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Emphasize that believers need to give to and honor God far more than 
God needs to receive the giving.
 ʹ Remind them that giving is not just a “collection” but an act of worship 
that gets to the heart of who we are as individuals.
 ʹ Encourage the kids to look for ways to honor and worship God through 
giving their time, talent, and treasure.
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Activity Pages

 › pens

 › a leader in the church 
who takes care of the 
church finances

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT Jesus taught that when we give, we worship and honor God.
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God had a plan for salvation 
before the beginning of time. 

Jesus willingly died to provide 
salvation. Jesus’ death and 
resurrection make salvation 

possible. 

People cannot save themselves. 
Jesus died to pay the penalty for 
my sins, redeeming and rescuing 

us from sin and death. 

The Holy Spirit is given to a 
person when he trusts Jesus as 

his Savior and Lord.

SALVATION

In this second unit kids will focus on JESUS’  
death and resurrection. These events are 

the most important events in history and the basis of 

our salvation. What a great way to lay a foundation 

for kids’ understanding of JESUS and our need for 

His sacrifice and for forgiveness.

Kids will complete this unit by hearing about the coming 

of the HOLY SPIRIT. Keep in mind that, for kids, 

understanding the Holy Spirit can be very confusing, yet 

He is an essential part of our understanding of salvation. 

Focus in on the Holy Spirit as an amazing GIFT  
who guides us toward salvation. Relate that the Holy Spirit 

will help kids live in ways that honor God and help 

them share the good news of Jesus with others. 

We hope that the Levels of Biblical Learning will be an 

amazing tool as you introduce new concepts to kids 

and continue to lay a foundation for their relationships 

with CHRIST! 
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Session 1

THE CROWD 
WELCOMED 

JESUS

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
God had a plan for 

salvation before the 
beginning of time.

Scripture Reference
Matthew 21:1-11

Weekly  
Bible Verse
John 14:6

Unit Verse
John 14:6

Life Point
Jesus is the 

Messiah.

Suggested  
Week of Use

April 5

Session 2

CRUCIFIXION 
AND 

RESURRECTION

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
Jesus willingly died 
to provide salvation. 

Jesus’ death and 
resurrection make 
salvation possible.

Scripture Reference
Matthew 26:36–

28:10

Weekly  
Bible Verse
1 John 4:10

Unit Verse
John 14:6

Life Point
Jesus took the 
punishment for 
people’s sins.

Suggested  
Week of Use

April 12

Session 3

THOMAS 
BELIEVED

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning

People cannot 
save themselves. 
Jesus died to pay 
the penalty for my 

sins, redeeming and 
rescuing us from sin 

and death.

Scripture Reference
John 20:19-31

Weekly  
Bible Verse
John 3:16

Unit Verse
John 14:6

Life Point
People can believe 

that Jesus is the 
Savior.

Suggested  
Week of Use

April 19

Session 4

THE HOLY 
SPIRIT CAME

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
The Holy Spirit is 
given to a person 

when he trusts 
Jesus as his Savior 

and Lord.

Scripture Reference
Acts 2

Weekly  
Bible Verse
John 14:26

Unit Verse
John 14:6

Life Point
The Holy Spirit 
helps people 

understand God’s 
plan for salvation.

Suggested  
Week of Use

April 26

Unit 2. At a Glance

Writer:  
Anne Holman is the oldest of four girls and has mentored teen girls for many years. As a 
daughter of missionaries, she grew up in the Philippines. Some of Anne’s favorite things 
include listening to live music and catching up with her family on Marco Polo.

IS THE SAVIOR!
Jesus 
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Unit 2, Session 1

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

On the Sunday before Easter many churches hold special Palm Sunday 
services. Congregations might observe palm branches in the worship area, 
participants distributing palm branches, a procession of palms, or all three. 
On this day Christians observe Jesus’ arrival into Jerusalem. It is the start of 
Holy Week, the days leading up to Easter, that commemorates the last days 
of Jesus’ life on earth.

Prior to Jesus’ arrival in the city of Jerusalem He had not proclaimed His 
kingship publicly. But now the time was right for Jesus to make His grand 
entry. At first glance the event might be more accurately described as a 
royal entry rather than a triumphal entry. In order to fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy 
Jesus entered Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. In ancient times leaders 
rode horses to war, but they rode donkeys if they were coming in peace. 
The following Scriptures record accounts of other leaders who did the same: 
1 Kings 1:33; Judges 12:14; and 2 Samuel 16:2.

Riding into town on a donkey, Jesus presented Himself as King—the 
King of peace. The long-ago promise to the Daughter of Zion, Jerusalem, 
became a reality before the large crowd. Jesus, the King, had arrived! All of 
Jerusalem was in an uproar! Everyone wanted to know who was causing such 
a stir. The Jews expected a prophet, probably like Moses, so they answered 
that Jesus was the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.

But Jesus was more than a prophet. He is God’s Son! He is the Savior 
of the world! Jesus was not waging war against a nation or conspiring to 
overthrow the government. He came to bring the people freedom, but He 
was not what the people envisioned.

Unlike those who heard about Jesus’ miracles and viewed Him as a 
leader who would deliver them from Roman domination, you know the truth 
of salvation—the only way to a right relationship with God through His Son, 
Jesus. How can you tell people that Jesus is the Messiah?

How can you help the kids in your group understand that Jesus came 
as a very different king than the types portrayed in stories and movies? What 
words can you use to help them understand that King Jesus came as the 
Messiah to save them from their sin?

THE CROWD WELCOMED JESUS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God had a plan for 
salvation before the 
beginning of time. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Matthew 21:1-11 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
April 5 

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus is 

the Messiah.

UNIT VERSE
Jesus told him, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” 
John 14:6 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Jesus told him, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” 
John 14:6 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 16–Place the 
references in separate 
plastic eggs.

 › plastic eggs

 › 3 empty egg cartons–
Label the cartons 
as follows: General, 
Old Testament, New 
Testament. Place all of 
the prepared plastic eggs 
in the carton labeled 
General.

Teaching Tip: The 
references (Pack Item 16) 
will be used throughout 
the month.

 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

 › Videos

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions: Madagascar”–
Print the missions story 
and “Madagascar Map.”

THE CROWD WELCOMED JESUS

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“EASTER EGG SCRIPTURE REFERENCES” (PACK ITEM 16)
 ʹ Depending on the number of preteens, instruct them to each pick a 
plastic egg from the carton labeled General, and open it to discover their 
verses. 
 ʹ Ask kids to distinguish between the Old Testament and New Testament 
verses.
 ʹ Instruct the preteens to place their eggs in either the carton labeled Old 
Testament or the carton labeled New Testament. Leave the plastic eggs 
in their respective cartons for use throughout the month.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

ALL KINDS OF CELEBRATIONS
 ʹ Say: “We celebrate in many different ways.”
 ʹ Ask preteens to describe how they celebrate at a concert. (Answers will 
vary but may include: We know all the songs and sing them at the top of 
our lungs.)
 ʹ Ask kids to describe how they celebrate at a sporting event. (Answers 
will vary, but may include: We wear our favorite jersey and baseball cap. 
We recognize our favorite players and how well they’ve done in previous 
games.)
 ʹ Ask kids how they celebrate at a parade. (Answers will vary, but may 
include: We pick up candy, wave flags, and get excited to see all the 
decorated floats go down the street.)
 ʹ Explain that Jesus was a part of a parade of sorts. Jesus rode a donkey 
and waved to the people in the streets.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Show the “Cattle Call” video or read the missions story.
 ʹ Show the “Madagascar Map” and mention that Grant and Jodie Waller 
are missionaries in Madagascar. They live there with their children.
 ʹ Explain: “People cannot worship Jesus until they know Jesus. That’s why 
it is so important for missionaries to tell people about Jesus.” 
 ʹ Pray that the Mahafaly people will learn that God loves them so much 
that He sent His only Son, Jesus, to be their Savior. 
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 13, 14, 15

 › Teaching Picture 6

 › Videos

 › paper, colored pencils

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 2 BANNER,” “TITLE BANNER ADD-ONS” (PACK ITEMS 
13, 15)
 ʹ Direct preteens’ attention to the “Unit 2 Banner.”
 ʹ Attach “Title Banner Add-On: Way” to the poster.
 ʹ Explain that this month’s study will focus on the events leading up to, the 
events of, and the events following Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.
 ʹ Explain that today is Palm Sunday, which marks the beginning of Jesus’ 
last week before His crucifixion and resurrection.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
 ʹ Distribute a piece of paper and colored pencils to each preteen. Instruct 
preteens to fold the paper in half both portrait and landscape direction 
to create four even squares. Direct preteens to open the paper.
 ʹ Open your Bible to Matthew 21:1-11. Explain that you will read the verses 
aloud while kids draw what they hear. Note that you will pause three 
times to allow time to illustrate what they heard, and then direct the 
group to move to the next square and begin a new illustration.
 ʹ Read aloud Matthew 21:1-5, then pause for preteens to finish their 
drawings. Direct the group to move to the next square. Read aloud 
Matthew 21:6-7. Pause to allow for drawing. Read aloud Matthew 21:8-9. 
Pause to allow for drawing. Read aloud Matthew 21:10-11. Allow preteens 
to finish up their drawings. 
 ʹ Choose a volunteer to locate Isaiah 62:11 and another to locate 
Zechariah 9:9. Invite both volunteers to read their verses aloud. Then 
revisit Matthew 21:5. Allow preteens to draw parallels between the 
verses, and explain this is an example of things prophesied hundreds of 
years before the events happened.
 ʹ Review the following facts with the group: 

 ●When Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, He instructed the disciples to get a 
donkey and a foal.

 ●Some people recognized that Jesus was special, and He was. But 
Jesus showed humility and servanthood by arriving in Jerusalem on a 
donkey.

 ●The crowd responded in excitement to the arrival of Jesus.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
PUT THE DONKEY BEFORE THE CART, TEACHING PICTURE 6
 ʹ Show the Teaching Picture, and ask if any of the drawings preteens 
did during the reading of the Bible story are similar to today’s Teaching 
Picture. 
 ʹ Explain that preteens are going to play a game called “Put the Donkey 
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LIFE POINT Jesus is the Messiah.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › What did Jesus 
command two of His 
disciples to do? (to go 
to the village and get a 
donkey with a colt)

 › What did the disciples 
place on the animals 
for Jesus to sit on? (their 
robes)

 › How did the people 
respond to Jesus’ entry 
into Jerusalem? (laid 
their robes and branches 
on the road; shouted 
praises of “Hosanna!”)

 › What did the people in 
the city ask? (“Who is 
this?”)

 › What prophecy (word 
of God) from the past 
did this event fulfill? 
(Prophets had written 
that the King would 
enter Jerusalem, riding 
on a donkey.) 

Before the Cart” where they will order the parts of today’s Bible story by 
saying either “Before!” or “After!”
 ʹ Play the game by asking these questions:

 ●Does Jesus get on the donkey before or after He sees the crowd? 
(before)

 ●Do the people shout “Hosanna!” before or after they set out palm 
branches? (after)

 ●Do the disciples go into the town before or after Jesus instructs them 
to get the donkey and foal? (before)

 ●Do we hear what the prophecy fulfilled before or after the people lay 
out their robes? (before)

 ●Do we find out that Jesus is the prophet from Nazareth before or after 
He is mentioned as the Son of David? (after)

 ʹ If more review is needed, cut apart the pictures drawn during Look in the 
Book, and distribute them to preteens, keeping each set together. Lead 
them to place each set in the correct order in which the events occurred. 

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 2 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 14)
 ʹ Display the “Unit 2 Verse” poster and prompt the group to read it aloud 
together.
 ʹ Explain the meaning of the verse by sharing that only the Son of Man 
(Jesus) can save us. God had a plan for salvation before the beginning 
of time. Jesus came to be the Savior of the world because He loves 
us. Through His death and resurrection, we can experience salvation. 
His death on the cross pays for our sin. Once we admit we are a sinner, 
believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and confess our sins to Him, we 
are saved. We then have a relationship with Jesus and will live with Him 
forever in heaven.
 ʹ Emphasize that God had a plan for salvation from the beginning of time.
 ʹ Lead kids to form a circle.
 ʹ Instruct the preteens to open their Bibles and turn to John 14:6.
 ʹ Starting with a volunteer move clockwise around the circle, asking 
preteens to read one word at a time.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Remind preteens that Jesus’ triumphal entry in Jerusalem fulfilled the 
Old Testament prophecy found in Isaiah 62:11 and Zechariah 9:9 and 
marked the beginning of Jesus’ last week before His crucifixion and 
resurrection, which we’ll study next week.
 ʹ Lead preteens in prayer and dismiss them to Live It Out groups.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 CHOICE 1
PALM BRANCH GREETING CARD, (MUSIC)
 ʹ Distribute supplies. Demonstrate how to create a palm branch greeting 
card by first folding the piece of paper in half to create a card.
 ʹ Fold the folded paper one more time to create a card that is one-fourth 
the size of the piece of paper. You should have a front, middle left, 
middle right, and back side of the card.
 ʹ Instruct preteens to draw a picture of a palm tree branch with a pen on 
the front of the card.
 ʹ Cover the branch drawings with pieces of Washi tape.
 ʹ Suggest for thinner branches that preteens tear the Washi tape down 
the middle.
 ʹ Play “The Savior King” while preteens work on their cards.
 ʹ Suggest preteens write a note to a friend inviting them to join you at 
church on Easter Sunday. Or write a note to a senior adult in the church 
to encourage him and wish him a Happy Easter.
 ʹ Ask: “Why is it important that we prepare before we celebrate Easter 
Sunday?” Allow them time to respond. Remind kids that Jesus fulfilled 
a prophecy found in the Bible when He arrived in Jerusalem before His 
crucifixion.
 ʹ Say: “God promised He would send His Son, Jesus, the Messiah. This 
month, especially Easter, is a time for us to celebrate that we know 
Jesus is the Messiah.”

CHOICE 2
“READER’S THEATER SCRIPT” (PACK ITEM 17), “CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Explain to the group that they will be a part of a reader’s theater.
 ʹ Assign the following roles to volunteers who like to read aloud:   
Narrator 1, Jesus, Prophet, and Narrator 2. Make sure each volunteer 
understands her role.
 ʹ Call attention to the places in the script that encourage participation by  
everyone, and note that means everyone in the group will read those 
words aloud together.
 ʹ Encourage preteens with larger speaking roles to use their voices to 
emphasize what they are saying. Actors should act the part with their 
voices and be expressive.
 ʹ Remind kids that God promised to send a Messiah. God had a plan for 
salvation from the beginning of time.
 ʹ Guide kids to work on the “Crossword Puzzle” to recall events that took 
place in today’s Bible story.

CHOICE 1 
 › Music

 › white heavyweight 
paper, Washi tape, black 
ink pens

CHOICE 2 
 › Pack Item 17–Provide 1 
copy for each preteen.

 › Activity Pages
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CHOICE 3
LIMBO GAME, “JOURNAL ENTRY” (ACTIVITY PAGE), (MUSIC)
 ʹ Gather preteens in a circle. 
 ʹ Share that when Jesus came into Jerusalem, He humbled himself when 
He arrived on a donkey.
 ʹ Explain that it didn’t have to be that way. Jesus could have arrived in 
grandeur on a horse like a royal king.
 ʹ Say: “Jesus came in an ordinary way to reach people like you and me.”
 ʹ Display the jump rope.
 ʹ Invite two volunteers to hold each end of the jump rope tightly so the 
rope makes a straight line across the room about waist high. 
 ʹ Instruct kids to get in a line behind the rope.
 ʹ Share the rules of the game, which include not touching any part of the 
rope. Touching the rope results in being out of the game. If a preteen 
touches the ground with anything except his feet, he is out as well.
 ʹ Begin the game by prompting preteens to take turns doing the limbo 
under the rope. Play “The Savior King” while playing the game.
 ʹ Ask the volunteers to lower the rope a small amount once everyone has 
gone under the rope. Repeat this until kids get lower and lower to the 
ground and a winner is declared.
 ʹ Remind kids that Jesus is the Messiah and He is able to do anything, 
including much greater things than winning a limbo contest. Jesus was a 
part of God’s plan for salvation before the beginning of time.
 ʹ Explain to preteens that we should humble ourselves like Jesus did.
 ʹ Encourage kids to sit down and complete “Journal Entry” on their 
Activity Pages. Ask them to write ways they can praise Jesus, the One 
who came to earth with humility.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Today’s lesson was about an exciting event that happened right before 
Jesus’ death. 
 ʹ People were excited about Jesus’ arrival; He was celebrated and 
welcomed.
 ʹ God’s plan for Jesus on earth was unfolding just as the prophets said it 
would hundreds of years before. 
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Activity Pages

 › Music

 › jump rope

WRAP UP
 ›  No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT Jesus is the Messiah.
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Unit 2, Session 2

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

What a difference a week can make! Jesus entered Jerusalem amid much 
fanfare, as people gave Him a hero’s welcome during the celebration of 
Passover. Then the events of the next few days made it impossible for Jesus 
to walk out of the city alive. But He did more than that! Against all human 
odds, but totally in line with the prophetic plan and power of God, Jesus the 
Christ burst out of the tomb—alive again forever! From the triumphal entry 
to the resurrection, Holy Week reminds us of the painful but life-changing 
events ordered by our God for our salvation. 

On the night Judas betrayed Jesus and handed Him over to an angry 
mob, Jesus was deeply grieved to the point of death. Alone and filled with 
sorrow, Jesus confirmed that His will was to do His Father’s will. 

The trial that followed was more of a hearing, a mere formality to make 
the pre-planned execution appear legal. Pilate sentenced Jesus to death 
on false charges when he yielded to the Jews’ pressure and washed his 
hands of the situation. The military mocked Jesus with fabricated symbols 
of royalty. They were determined to create for the Jews a visual reminder of 
a brutally defeated king. Jesus was crucified between two thieves. His final 
breath shook the earth!

Jesus was buried in a borrowed tomb and sealed inside, but it was not 
the end! Easter! Resurrection Sunday! The foundation of the Christian faith! 
The earth shook again as an angel came down from heaven and then rolled 
the stone away from the entrance of the tomb. The sight greatly terrified the 
guards watching the tomb, and they fainted. Then the risen Lord greeted 
the women who came to the tomb and sent them to tell His disciples that He 
was coming to see them. Jesus loved them and brought them salvation—
new life. 

That same new life, salvation from eternal separation from God, is for all 
who believe Jesus is the Savior. What words of praise and thanksgiving can 
you offer to God right now for what Christ did on your behalf?

How can you help the kids in your group understand that because of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, they can be saved from their sin? How can 
you help them understand their sin problem and see that God provides the 
only solution through His Son?

CRUCIFIXION AND  
RESURRECTION

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Jesus willingly died to 
provide salvation. Jesus’ 
death and resurrection 
make salvation possible. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Matthew 26:36–28:10 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
April 12 

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
Jesus took the 

punishment for 
people’s sins.

UNIT VERSE
Jesus told him, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” 
John 14:6 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
Love consists in this: not 
that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins.   
1 John 4:10 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 16

 › plastic eggs–Move the 
6 eggs labeled with Old 
Testament Scripture 
references from the 
General carton to the 
Old Testament carton 
from session 1. 

Teaching Tip: Provide 
Bibles for preteens who 
might need to reference 
the books of the Bible for 
this activity.

 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions: Madagascar”–
Print the missions 
story, the “Madagascar 
Photos,” and copies of 
the “Madagascar Prayer 
Reminder” (1 per child).

 › pencils

CRUCIFIXION AND  
RESURRECTION

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“EASTER EGG SCRIPTURE REFERENCES” (PACK ITEM 16)
 ʹ Focus on Old Testament verses this week with your preteens.
 ʹ Choose a volunteer to pick an egg from the Old Testament carton. 
 ʹ Ask him which book of the Old Testament comes before the one found 
on the strip inside the plastic egg. 
 ʹ Call on another preteen and ask which book of the Old Testament 
comes after the book found inside that egg.
 ʹ Ask another volunteer to put the Old Testament eggs in Bible book 
order from one to six into the Old Testament carton.
 ʹ Encourage preteens to look up and read some of the verses.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

TAKE MY PLACE
 ʹ Pick two volunteers to role-play a scene. Encourage one preteen to 
pretend she is standing in line in front of a store, waiting for the doors to 
open so she can buy her favorite new video game. Tell her she’s been 
standing in front of the door for an hour. Tell the second volunteer to 
approach the first.
 ʹ Encourage the second preteen to share that he just got here because he 
was busy watching his favorite TV show and forgot about the time.
 ʹ Tell the first preteen to give up her place in line. Allow the second 
preteen to take her place and send her to the back of the line.
 ʹ Ask the first preteen: “Have you ever made a sacrifice for a friend?” 
 ʹ Ask the second preteen: “Did you deserve to take the first preteen’s 
place?”
 ʹ Ask the remaining preteens: “How would you react in this situation?” 
Note that Jesus had to make a decision about how He would react when 
He was being mistreated by others yet was completely innocent.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Review the missions story and show the “Madagascar Photos.” 
 ʹ Remind kids that missionary, Grant Waller, tells about a time when more 
than 50 Mahafaly men and women stood up and said: “I believe in Jesus.” 
 ʹ Give each child a “Madagascar Prayer Reminder.”
 ʹ Guide kids to look at the photos on the page and work together to write 
prayer requests for the people of Madagascar. 
 ʹ Pray that more Mahafaly people will believe in Jesus. 
 ʹ Encourage the kids to use the prayer reminders at home this week as 
they pray.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 13, 14, 15

 › Teaching Picture 7

 › Videos

 › Option: Matthew 
26:36–28:10 Talking 
Points (Printables)

 › sticky notes, pens

 › index cards–Write one 
word from John 14:6, 
including the Scripture 
reference, on separate 
cards. Write the numbers 
1-22 on the backs of the 
cards so the order can 
easily be checked. These 
will be used again next 
week.

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 2 BANNER,” “TITLE BANNER ADD-ONS” (PACK ITEMS 
13, 15)
 ʹ Direct preteens’ attention to the “Unit 2 Banner.”
 ʹ Attach “Title Banner Add-On: Truth” to the poster.
 ʹ Explain that today we go into detail about Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice: His 
crucifixion and an incredible miracle, His resurrection.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
TEACHING PICTURE 7
 ʹ Form two groups of preteens. Provide each group with a sticky note.
 ʹ Lead them to open their Bibles to the Book of Matthew. Explain that 
today’s Bible story is found in Matthew 26:36–28:10.
 ʹ Instruct the first group to count how many times a version of the word 
pray is used in Matthew 26:36-46 and list the verses where the word is 
found. This number may vary by translation. (In the CSB, Matthew uses 
the word pray five times in chapter 26:36,39,41,42,44.)
 ʹ Instruct the second group to count how many times a version of the 
word sleep is used in Matthew 26:36-46 and list the verses where the 
word is found. (In the CSB, Matthew uses the word sleep three times in 
chapter 26:40,43,45.)
 ʹ Ask: “Why do you think it was important for Jesus to pray?”
 ʹ Ask: “Why do you think Jesus wanted the disciples to stay awake?”
 ʹ Discuss the main points of Matthew 26:36–28:10. This is a large portion 
of Scripture, so there is a lot to cover. You can also read the Bible story 
summary from the back of the Teaching Picture. Make some notes in the 
margin of your Leader Guide to review each of the following passages:  
Matthew 26:36-74; 27:1-66; 28:1-10. 
 ʹ Share with preteens that Jesus, who was perfect and holy, was the only 
One who could die for the sins of man. He died for your sins and my 
sins. Even though it was a horrible death, Jesus willingly died to provide 
salvation. Jesus’ death and resurrection make salvation possible. 
 ʹ We can have eternal life because He is risen!

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
 ʹ Ask preteens these questions about salvation before you start the 
review activity: “What does it mean to be saved?” “What does it mean to 
believe in Jesus?” “Why did Jesus die on a cross?”
 ʹ Look for moments to share the gospel with preteens who haven’t made 
a decision to follow Christ.
 ʹ Quiz kids on where the following events took place, giving them a 
specific chapter where to find the answer. They can use their Bibles. 
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LIFE POINT Jesus took the punishment for people’s sins.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

 › What did Jesus do before 
He was arrested? (He 
prayed to God, “Please 
let this pass from Me. 
Not My will but Your will 
be done.”)

 › In the garden how did 
the crowd know who 
Jesus was? (Judas kissed 
Jesus.)

 › What did Peter say when 
people said he had been 
with Jesus? (Three times 
Peter said he did not 
know Jesus.)

 › Where was Jesus’ body 
placed? (in a tomb sealed 
with a big stone)

 › What happened when 
Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to the 
tomb? (The earth shook, 
and an angel came down 
from heaven and rolled 
back the stone.)

 › What did the women 
do when they saw Jesus 
alive? (They knelt and 
worshiped Him.)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
1 John 4:10.

 ●Where Peter denied Jesus for the first time (courtyard;  
Matthew 26:69)

 ●At this event, they decided to release Barabbas and crucify Jesus. 
(festival; Matthew 27:15)

 ●Jesus, the risen Savior, was planning to meet His brothers here. 
(Galilee; Matthew 28:10)

 ●Where Jesus prayed before He was arrested (Gethsemane;  
Matthew 26:36)

 ●Where people mocked Jesus and put a crown of thorns on His head 
(governor’s residence; Matthew 27:27-28)

 ●Where Jesus died on a cross. (Golgotha;  
Matthew 27:33)

 ʹ  If more review is needed, use the review questions.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 2 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 14)
 ʹ Display the “Unit 2 Verse” poster and prompt the group to read it aloud 
together.
 ʹ Lead kids to form a circle.
 ʹ Pass out index cards, in order, according to John 14:6.
 ʹ Ask each preteen to take turns reading the verse one word at a time.
 ʹ Instruct them to repeat this step two more times.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Remind preteens that Jesus was willing to go to the cross and die for us 
so we can experience salvation. Jesus willingly died to provide salvation. 
Our Savior is risen indeed! Jesus’ death and resurrection make salvation 
possible. Next week, we will hear about Thomas who wanted proof that 
Jesus was alive.
 ʹ Lead preteens in prayer and dismiss them to Live It Out groups.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
BE STILL, “KEY PLACES” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Explain to the preteens that they will be able to visualize what it was like 
to be in the garden where Jesus was quiet and still.
 ʹ Share that although this is a game it’s rare for us to stop, be still and 
focus on the present. What Jesus was doing was important as He was 
praying to His Father. Jesus wasn’t just fully God, but He was fully man. 
What He was about to do was a difficult thing.
 ʹ Instruct preteens to spread out across the room.
 ʹ Tell them to squat down on the floor.
 ʹ Challenge them to hold still and not say a word for several minutes.
 ʹ If someone speaks or gets up, tell her to go to the side of the room.
 ʹ The last remaining preteen who is still and quiet at the end of the time 
wins the game.
 ʹ Explain that because Jesus was willing to go to the cross and die for us, 
we can experience salvation. We serve a risen Savior!
 ʹ Lead kids to complete “Key Places” on the Activity Page.

CHOICE 2
TUG-OF-WAR, “KEY PLACES” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Spread a rope across the room.
 ʹ Appoint a volunteer, and instruct him to go to one side of the room and 
hold one end of the rope.
 ʹ Ask five kids to go to the opposite side of the room.
 ʹ Each preteen should grab onto the rope and hold on tightly.
 ʹ Instruct the single volunteer to start tugging on his end of the rope.
 ʹ Tell the five preteens on the opposite end to tug on the rope. Call time 
when you notice the volunteer becoming frustrated.
 ʹ Ask the preteen pulling the rope alone if it was difficult.
 ʹ Explain that Jesus was alone on the cross. He was separated from God. 
Like the one preteen at the end of the rope, Jesus was separated from 
everyone else.
 ʹ Share that Jesus took the whole weight and sin of the world on His own. 
But He chose to die for us. And then He rose again. Because of His 
sacrifice, we can experience salvation!
 ʹ Repeat the activity with other volunteers if time allows.
 ʹ Lead kids to complete “Key Places” on the Activity Page.

CHOICE 1 
 › Activity Pages

 › timer or stopwatch

CHOICE 2 
 › Activity Pages

 › a long piece of rope that 
will reach across the 
room or tie a few jump 
ropes together
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CHOICE 3
LETTER TO JESUS FROM YOU, “MATCH THE BIBLE PEOPLE” 
(ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Explain to the preteens that just like Jesus, it’s important for us to pray to 
our heavenly Father.
 ʹ Share that sometimes besides praying out loud or praying quietly, it’s 
also helpful to write our prayers down on a piece of paper.
 ʹ Distribute paper and a pen or pencil to each preteen.
 ʹ Instruct the kids to write out the following:

 ●List the qualities of Jesus. (Answers will vary but may include: He is 
brave, sacrificial, holy, humble, and perfect.)

 ●List out the blessings you’ve received from God (home, family, friends, 
school, sports, music, a bike, a guitar).

 ●Pray for the people on your heart, or the people you know that need 
prayer.

 ●Thank Jesus for how He’s working in your life. Thank Him for giving 
you a new day. Thank Jesus for being willing to die on a cross so 
salvation is possible. Thank Him for His death and resurrection. Thank 
Him for saving you so that you can experience eternal life!

 ʹ Encourage preteens to take their prayers home and put them in a place 
where they can review them every morning.
 ʹ If time allows, lead preteens to complete “Match the Bible People” on 
the Activity Page.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Jesus chose to willingly give up His life to offer the gift of salvation for 
everyone. 
 ʹ Jesus willingly died to provide salvation. Jesus’ death and resurrection 
make salvation possible.
 ʹ You have the option to willingly become a believer in Jesus, His death, 
and His resurrection. 
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Activity Pages

 › copy paper–Provide 1 
piece for each preteen. 
Option: “Written Prayer 
Template” (Printables)

 › pencil, pens

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT Jesus took the punishment for people’s sins.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  P r e t e e n s    49



Unit 2, Session 3

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Thomas’ Greek name was Didymus (“twin or double”). Although we never 
meet Thomas’ twin in the Bible, we find out most of what we know about him 
in John’s Gospel. Besides being included in the list of the disciples in the 
Synoptic Gospels and mentioned in Acts 1:13-14 as being with the rest of the 
Eleven, everything we know about Thomas is in a few verses. (See also John 
11:16; 14:5; 21:1-2.)

On the evening of that first Easter, the disciples huddled behind locked 
doors for fear of the Jews who had turned on Jesus. Jesus came and stood 
among them! The disciples must have been in shock and even may have 
doubted their eyes. As soon as Jesus appeared and spoke to them, He 
showed them His scars. After examining the nail marks and wound in His 
side, they rejoiced. But one disciple was missing: Thomas. Imagine the 
disciples, knowing one of them missed Jesus’ appearance, saying, “Just wait 
until Thomas finds out!” They likely expected him to rejoice as they had.

Thomas had the misfortune of not sharing their experience. Immediately, 
he declared he had to see Jesus for himself. After all, Jesus had suffered 
a brutal death on a cross, had been sealed in a guarded tomb, and had 
been dead for three days! Thomas not only wanted to see nail marks and 
the wound in Jesus’ side, He wanted to touch them. His need for visual and 
tactile proof drove him to claim, “I will never believe.”

One week later, the disciples were still hunkered down (but with more 
hope now after seeing Jesus) when Jesus appeared in the locked room 
again. But this time Thomas was there. Jesus told Thomas to put his finger 
on the nail marks and his hand in His side. Thomas in belief cried out, “My 
Lord and my God!” Thomas believed because he saw, but Jesus reminded 
him that blessed are those who will not see and still believe.

For you, is seeing believing, or is believing seeing? Think about it. There 
is a difference. What did it take for you to believe that Jesus is the Savior?

How can you encourage the kids in your group to see Thomas as a real 
person, a follower of Jesus, who had doubts, just like many Christians? How 
can you help them see that Thomas’ doubt did not define him but his love for 
Jesus did?

THOMAS BELIEVED

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
People cannot save 
themselves. Jesus died 
to pay the penalty for 
my sins, redeeming and 
rescuing us from sin and 
death. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
John 20:19-31 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
April 19 

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
People can believe 

that Jesus is 
the Savior.

UNIT VERSE
Jesus told him, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” 
John 14:6 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
For God loved the world 
in this way: He gave his 
one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in 
him will not perish but 
have eternal life.  
John 3:16 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 16

 › plastic eggs–Move the 
6 eggs filled with New 
Testament Scripture 
references from the 
General carton to the 
New Testament carton 
from session 1. 

Teaching Tip: Provide 
Bibles for preteens who 
might need to reference 
the books of the Bible for 
this activity.

 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

 › Bibles

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions: Madagascar”–
Print the missions story.

THOMAS BELIEVED

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“EASTER EGG SCRIPTURE REFERENCES” (PACK ITEM 16)
 ʹ Focus on New Testament verses this week with your preteens.
 ʹ Choose a volunteer to pick one egg from the carton labeled New 
Testament. Ask him which book of the New Testament comes before the 
one found in the egg. 
 ʹ Call on another preteen and ask which book of the New Testament 
comes after the book found in the egg.
 ʹ Ask another volunteer to put the New Testament eggs in Bible book 
order from one to six into the New Testament carton.
 ʹ Encourage preteens to locate and read some of the New Testament 
verses.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

THE HAPPIEST PLACE
 ʹ Share the following scenario with the class: Everyone in the room has 
been to a popular amusement park or attraction but one person. Kids 
have gone on all the rides. They’ve eaten yummy food. They met the 
characters and saw the fireworks. One of the kids in the room has never 
been there; he stayed home during spring break. 
 ʹ Ask a preteen to volunteer and pretend he is this person.
 ʹ Ask the following questions of the volunteer: If you were the person 
who’d never been, why would you believe it’s a real place? What facts 
make it true? Have you spoken with someone who’s been there? Did he 
bring any souvenirs back for proof? Did you see pictures of their family 
vacation? Note that the preteen hasn’t been to the amusement park, but 
through the stories of others and their experiences, he has learned a lot 
about this place. 
 ʹ Share that today’s Bible story involves believing in something you can’t 
physically  visit but are able to learn more about from others.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Review the missions story with the kids.
 ʹ Comment that there is no printed Bible in the language of the Mahafaly 
people.
 ʹ Lead kids to count the number of Bibles they can find in the room today.
 ʹ Pray for Grant and Jodie Waller as they tell Bible stories to the Mahafaly 
people. Pray that the Mahafaly people will understand the Bible stories 
and will come to love God and believe in Jesus as Savior.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 13, 14, 15, 18

 › Teaching Picture 8

 › Videos

 › large sheet of paper–
Write the letters B, E, L, 
I, E, V, E in all caps down 
the left-hand side of the 
paper.

 › Use the John 14:6 cards 
from last week’s session.

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 2 BANNER,” “TITLE BANNER ADD-ONS” (PACK ITEMS 
13, 15)
 ʹ Direct preteens’ attention to the “Unit 2 Banner.”
 ʹ Attach “Title Banner Add-On: Life” to the poster.
 ʹ Explain that today we meet Thomas. Thomas was a man who wanted to 
see Jesus with his own eyes. He wanted to know that Jesus was truly 
resurrected from the dead.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
 ʹ Read John 20:19-31 together as a group. Rotate volunteers reading 
aloud verses. Instruct kids to look for the verses in which the word 
peace is mentioned.
 ʹ Ask the preteens what the word peace means to them. Explain that 
peace is “a feeling of being safe and secure.”
 ʹ Explain that peace was Jesus’ gift to His followers by His sacrificial death 
on the cross.
 ʹ Ask the following questions, giving kids time to think about and answer 
each question: 

 ●What other name did the disciples have for Thomas? (twin)
 ●How would you describe Thomas’ faith in this story? (He needed proof 
to believe. His faith was not strong.)

 ●How did Thomas react to the news that Jesus had been with the 
disciples? (He wanted to see for himself.)

 ●How should we handle situations in life when we doubt?
 ●What two things did Thomas need to do when he saw Jesus? (see the 
marks from the nails on His hands and feel the scar in His side)

 ʹ Say: “Sometimes it’s hard to hear ‘second hand news’.”
 ʹ Share that Thomas wanted to see the scars from the nails on Jesus’ 
hands because he wanted physical proof.
 ʹ Ask: “Would you have doubted that Jesus rose from the dead? Would 
you have wanted proof?”
 ʹ Ask a preteen to share Jesus’ response to Thomas in the second part of 
John 20:27 and John 20:29.
 ʹ Explain that faith is a part of salvation.
 ʹ Say: “Having faith is believing even when you can’t physically see 
something.”
 ʹ Share that even though we can’t see Jesus face-to-face, we know that 
He is real, He is alive, and He is the Savior of the world! Through Him we 
can have eternal life.

52     U n i t  2 ,  S e s s i o n  3



LIFE POINT People can believe that Jesus is the Savior.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › What did Jesus say to 
the disciples? (“Peace be 
with you.”)

 › What did Jesus show to 
the disciples? (His hands 
and His side)

 › Who was not in the 
room the first time 
Jesus appeared to the 
disciples? (Thomas)

 › What prevented Thomas 
from believing Jesus was 
alive? (He needed to see 
Jesus for himself.)

 › What did Thomas say 
when he saw Jesus? (“My 
Lord and my God!”)

 › Whom did Jesus say 
were blessed? (those who 
have not seen and still 
believe)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
John 3:16.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
“BELIEVE ACROSTIC” (PACK ITEM 18), TEACHING PICTURE 8
 ʹ Show the Teaching Picture and discuss why Thomas wanted to see 
Jesus in person.
 ʹ Explain that preteens will work together to create an acrostic for the 
word believe. Direct preteens’ attention to the “Believe Acrostic” poster 
(Pack) on the focal wall to be used as an example.

 ●B–Before anyone else, Jesus first!
 ●E–Every blessing comes from above.
 ●L–Live for the Kingdom, not this earth.
 ● I–Invest your time reading the Bible.
 ●E–Each day, give your worries to the Father.
 ●V–Victory knowing our Savior fights our battles.
 ●E–Encourage your friends and family to have faith in Jesus.

 ʹ Remind the kids: You don’t have to see the nails on Jesus’ hands to 
believe in Him. Say: “You can fully believe that Jesus is the Risen Savior 
and commit to following Him all the days of your life!”
 ʹ Use the questions in the sidebar for additional review.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 2 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 14)
 ʹ Display the “Unit 2 Verse” poster and prompt the group to read it aloud 
together.
 ʹ Lead kids to form a circle.
 ʹ Pass out index cards from last week, in order, according to 
John 14:6 (numbers are on back of cards).
 ʹ Ask preteens to form a line, in number order, based on the number 
written on the backs of their cards.
 ʹ Instruct preteens to say the word written on their card once they are in 
order. Then take up all the cards.
 ʹ Shuffle the index cards and pass them out once again.
 ʹ Guide the kids to hold out their index cards and attempt to put the verse 
in order from beginning to end.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Remind preteens that even though we can’t see Jesus face-to-face, we 
know and believe that He has risen just like He said in His Word. People 
cannot save themselves. Jesus died to pay the penalty for my sins, 
redeeming and rescuing us from sin and death. 
 ʹ Note that faith is important. When Jesus left this earth He didn’t leave us 
alone; He gave us the Holy Spirit, which we’ll cover next week. 
 ʹ Lead preteens in prayer and dismiss them to Live It Out groups.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
BLINDFOLD WITH A GUIDE, “HAIKU” (ACTIVITY PAGE), 
(MUSIC)
 ʹ Ask for a few volunteers. You can pick one or two at a time.
 ʹ Blindfold the volunteer.
 ʹ Select a preteen to be the guide for the volunteer.
 ʹ Instruct the guide to lead the blindfolded preteen throughout the room.
 ʹ Tell the guide to step over a chair and to announce what he is doing as 
he completes the action. Instruct the blindfolded person to complete 
the same action. Play “Risen Indeed” while preteens work together to 
complete the tasks.
 ʹ Complete the following tasks with the blindfolded person:

 ●Crawl on all fours.
 ●Spread out arms across the length of the wall.
 ●Shake a person’s hand.
 ●Sing “Jesus Loves Me” together.

 ʹ Instruct the guide to place the blindfolded volunteer’s hand on top of his 
own and write I believe that Jesus is the Savior on the dry erase board. 
 ʹ Explain to preteens that the blindfolded person put his trust in his guide 
when he was writing, since he had no idea what his guide would be 
writing. The blindfolded person put his trust in his guide to keep him 
safe while completing the movements.
 ʹ Share that we have the opportunity to believe in Jesus, even though we 
cannot see Him.
 ʹ If time allows, guide preteens to complete “Haiku” on the Activity Page.

CHOICE 2
WHAT’S IN THE BAG?, “HAIKU” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Ask for several volunteers to play the game.
 ʹ Instruct them to come to the front of the room and put on a blindfold.
 ʹ Guide preteens to reach into the bag one-by-one and pull out one of the 
items. 
 ʹ Without being able to see the item, ask preteens to describe what 
they’re holding.
 ʹ Once each item has been described, discuss the activity as a class.

 ●Was it difficult to identify an item without seeing it?
 ●Did you guess the item correctly?
 ●Do we value our eyesight enough?
 ● Is it possible to know what something is without seeing it?

 ʹ Remind preteens that faith is trusting what you cannot see.
 ʹ Share that we have everything we need to follow Jesus. All we have to 
do is say “Yes.”
 ʹ If time allows, guide preteens to complete “Haiku” on the Activity Page.

CHOICE 1 
 › Activity Pages

 › Music

 › blindfold, dry erase 
board and markers

CHOICE 2 
 › Activity Pages

 › bag, blindfolds

 › Gather the following 
items and place them in 
a dark-colored bag: sock, 
dollar bill, comb, travel-
sized toothpaste, cookie, 
miniature car, pencil, 
CD, paper clip.
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CHOICE 3
BEACH BALLS AND FAITH, “WORD SEARCH” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Explain that when you throw a beach ball in the air, you can’t see the air 
but you know it exists.
 ʹ Share that the air helps the ball get from one person to another.
 ʹ Explain that there are many areas in our life in which we need faith.
 ʹ Call attention to the scenarios written on the beach ball. This activity will 
help them think through events that occur in their life or in the life of a 
friend or family member.
 ʹ Instruct kids to take turns tossing the ball from one person to another.
 ʹ Tell them to catch the beach ball, read the scenario on which their right 
hand lands, and discuss that specific scenario.
 ʹ Ask preteens how they could show faith in the specific circumstance. 
Use these questions to guide the discussion:

 ●Would you show faith right away?
 ●What would you choose to believe?
 ●How could Jesus answer that prayer?

 ʹ Remind preteens that it is possible to believe Jesus is the living Savior 
even when our prayers aren’t answered immediately.
 ʹ Say: “In life situations arise. We might choose to believe that Jesus is 
working even when we don’t see the results right away. He is faithful, 
even when we don’t have every question answered. We believe in our 
Savior and Redeemer. He is working things out for His purpose.”
 ʹ If time allows, guide preteens to complete “Word Search” on the Activity 
Page.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Thomas had to see Jesus alive to believe He wasn’t still dead.
 ʹ Even though we can’t see Jesus face-to-face, we can still read about His 
death on a cross and His resurrection and choose to believe in Him.
 ʹ No one can save himself, but everyone can choose to believe that Jesus 
paid the ultimate price for our sins, redeeming and rescuing us from 
death.
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Activity Pages

 › large beach ball, 
permanent marker

 › Write the following 
scenarios on the beach 
ball: You are failing 
math. Grandpa is 
very sick. Your cousin 
is moving away. Your 
dad lost his job. The 
neighbor’s house 
burned down. Your best 
friend didn’t make the 
basketball team. Your 
sister’s car broke down.

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT People can believe that Jesus is the Savior.
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Unit 2, Session 4

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

The group 2nd Chapter of Acts, most popular during the 70s and 80s, is 
still remembered today for their praise and worship music—particularly the 
celebratory “Easter Song.” The group was formed out of tragedy when the 
younger members of the group—ages 14 and 12—went to live with their 
older sister following the death of their parents. As orphans, it seems the 
three found their hope in their relationship with Christ and the very personal 
presence of the Holy Spirit. No doubt the Spirit empowered the three siblings 
to turn their pain into a ministry that glorified God. 

The true account of the second chapter of Acts in the Bible captures 
the promise of Jesus that came to fruition. Jesus had promised to send the 
Counselor, but Jesus had to go away before the Counselor came (John 
14:16,26; 15:26; 16:7; Acts 1:4-5). The Spirit came on the next most important 
event for Jews after Passover when Jews from all over the land assembled 
in Jerusalem. The disciples were together when a sound like rushing wind 
and “tongues like flames of fire … rested on each one of them.” The result 
was that they spoke in different languages, enabled by the Holy Spirit. The 
sound attracted a crowd, and as they got closer, they heard these Galileans 
speaking their languages. Everyone was amazed! 

The Holy Spirit empowered the disciples to speak in the languages of 
the people present. This miracle enabled the people from different nations 
to understand Peter’s words. With boldness Peter presented the gospel. 
“Pierced to the heart,” they asked what they should do. Peter told them to 
repent and be baptized. On that day 3,000 followers were added to the 
small group of believers. 

Through the Holy Spirit the apostles (those who were personal 
witnesses of Christ) were able to do wonderful things. The new converts 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship. Every 
day they ate together and praised God—all while “the Lord added to their 
number.”

How can you rely on the Holy Spirit to help you share God’s plan of 
salvation?

How can you help the kids in your group understand that the Holy Spirit 
is not a spirit in the sense of popular literature, but He is our Comforter and 
Helper? Pray that the Holy Spirit will help them understand their need for 
salvation.

THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
The Holy Spirit is given to 
a person when he trusts 
Jesus as his Savior and 
Lord. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Acts 2

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
April 26

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
The Holy Spirit 

helps people 
understand God’s 
plan for salvation. 

UNIT VERSE
Jesus told him, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 
John 14:6 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
But the Counselor, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my 
name, will teach you all 
things and remind you of 
everything I have told you. 
John 14:26 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 16

 › plastic eggs

 › 3 egg cartons–You will 
need the labeled egg 
cartons from previous 
sessions.

Teaching Tip: Provide 
Bibles for preteens who 
might need to reference 
the books of the Bible for 
this activity.

 › index cards–Write the 
following statements 
on separate cards: I’m 
excited; I’m hungry; 
Jump up and down; 
Listen carefully.

 › Videos

 › Printables: “Unit 2 
Missions: Madagascar”–
Print the missions story.

 › 2 water bottles

 › cup

 › tablespoon

 › small container of dirt 

THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“EASTER EGG SCRIPTURE REFERENCES” (PACK ITEM 16)
 ʹ Ask for two volunteers.
 ʹ Instruct preteens to remove the plastic eggs from the Old Testament 
carton and those from the New Testament carton.
 ʹ Explain that preteens will order the eggs from 1 to 12 (Old Testament to 
New Testament) in the general carton.
 ʹ Instruct preteens to read the books of the Bible out loud in Bible book 
order.
 ʹ Ask a few kids to read three of the Old Testament verses.
 ʹ Call on other preteens to read three of the New Testament verses.
 ʹ Explain that these verses talk about the coming of Christ and salvation.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

REWRITE ACTIVITY
 ʹ Select four volunteers. Provide each volunteer with a prepared card. 
 ʹ Challenge each volunteer to communicate the message written on her 
card to the group without speaking. 
 ʹ Congratulate preteens who are able to decipher the messages.
 ʹ Share: “Today you’ll learn more about how the Holy Spirit communicates 
and helps you understand God’s plan for your life.”

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ If you have not already shown the video “Cattle Call,” show it to the kids. 
 ʹ Open one water bottle, pour some water into the cup, and add a 
tablespoon of dirt to the bottle. Replace the lid and shake the bottle. 
 ʹ Comment that in some villages in Madagascar, there is no clean water 
for the Mahafaly people to drink. 
 ʹ Show kids the two water bottles. Ask kids which water they would prefer 
to drink.
 ʹ Pray that the Mahafaly people would have clean water to drink. Pray that 
the people would hear about Jesus, who gives living water to those who 
believe and trust in Him.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 13, 14, 15, 
19, 20–Distribute the 
events, from Pack Item 
19, to the appropriate 
groups.

 › Teaching Picture 9

 › Videos

 › large sheet of paper, box

 › Collect these items and 
place them in the box: 
compass, Bible, blanket, 
water bottle, small clock, 
and a picture of a family 
linking arms.

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 2 BANNER,” “TITLE BANNER ADD-ONS” (PACK ITEMS 
13, 15)
 ʹ Direct preteens’ attention to the “Unit 2 Banner.”
 ʹ Attach “Title Banner Add-On: John 14:6” to the poster.
 ʹ Explain that today we are introduced to the Holy Spirit. Jesus gave us 
the Holy Spirit when He ascended to heaven.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
“ACTS 2 EVENTS,” “ACTS 2 TIME LINE” (PACK ITEMS 19, 20)
 ʹ Form three groups of preteens and give the following assignments:

 ● Instruct group 1 to read about Pentecost (Acts 2:1-13).
 ● Instruct group 2 to read about Peter’s sermon (Acts 2:14-36).
 ● Instruct group 3 to read about the call to repentance (Acts 2:37-41) and 
church growth (Acts 2:42-47).

 ʹ Guide preteens to work together to put the events from Pack Item 19 in 
order as they appear in the verses.
 ʹ Give groups time to work, and then come back together as a whole 
class. 
 ʹ Review the time line cards and where they occurred from the beginning 
of Acts 2 to the end of the chapter.
 ʹ Say: “The disciples were used to walking and talking with Jesus. They 
saw Him perform miracles and minister to people. The coming of the 
Holy Spirit was something new to them, something they wouldn’t 
automatically understand.”
 ʹ Explain that the Holy Spirit was there to walk with them, guide them, and 
help them.
 ʹ Add that the Holy Spirit does the same thing for us. When we are saved, 
He comes into our life. He walks with us and directs our steps.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
TEACHING PICTURE 9
 ʹ Discuss what is taking place in the Teaching Picture.
 ʹ Explain how it is important for believers to gather together and 
encourage each other.
 ʹ Bring out a box filled with the items you collected before the session.
 ʹ Take the items out one-by-one.
 ʹ Ask kids to share who the Holy Spirit is by using the following prompts 
and descriptions:

 ●How is the Holy Spirit like a compass? He provides direction in my 
life. (Show a compass. If you don’t have one, show a picture of one on 
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LIFE POINT The Holy Spirit helps people understand God’s plan for salvation.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › What happened when 
the believers were 
gathered together? (A 
rushing wind filled the 
house, and the Holy 
Spirit came to the 
believers.)

 › What were the believers 
able to do after God sent 
the Holy Spirit to them? 
(The believers were able 
to speak in different 
languages.)

 › Why were the people 
amazed and confused? 
(because they could 
understand the believers 
in their own languages)

 › Name one thing Peter 
said to the crowd. (“Jesus 
is alive! We are witnesses. 
Repent and turn to Jesus 
for forgiveness from sin.”)

 › How many people 
believed in Jesus that 
day? (about 3,000 people)

 › Who helped the people 
understand God’s plan 
for salvation? (the 
Holy Spirit)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
John 14:26.

your phone.)
 ●How is the Holy Spirit our Guide? He gives me knowledge and 
teaches wisdom. (Pull a Bible out of the box.)

 ●How is the Holy Spirit our Comforter? He is there for me when I am in 
pain. (Pull a blanket out of the box.)

 ●How is the Holy Spirit our Peace? He calms my heart and my mind. 
(Pull a water bottle out of the box.)

 ●How is the Holy Spirit our Companion? He spends time with me. I am 
not alone; He is by my side throughout the day no matter what time of 
day it is. (Pull a small clock out of the box.)

 ●How is the Holy Spirit our Protector? He protects me and shields me 
from harm. (Show a picture of a family linking arms.)

 ʹ If more review is needed, use the review questions in the margin.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 2 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 14)
 ʹ Display the “Unit 2 Verse” poster and prompt the group to read it aloud 
together.
 ʹ Lead kids to form a circle.
 ʹ Hide or cover the poster, then guide preteens to recite the verse 
together from memory (including the reference).
 ʹ Ask three volunteers to recite the verse, one at a time, from memory.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Remind preteens that the Holy Spirit is present in our lives and will guide 
us. The Holy Spirit is given to a person when he trusts Jesus as his 
Savior and Lord. 
 ʹ Lead preteens in prayer and dismiss them to Live It Out groups. 
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
THE HOLY SPIRIT SAYS, “THE ROLES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT” 
(ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Instruct preteens to gather for a game.
 ʹ Explain that kids will be playing a game similar to “Simon Says.” Explain 
to preteens the game, “Leader Says.”
 ʹ Tell kids that if the statement doesn’t start with the “Leader Says,” it is an 
action that man wants you to complete. Don’t do it!
 ʹ Say the following out loud:

 ●Leader says: High-five your friend.
 ●Leader says: Wave your arms in the air.
 ●Complete three jumping jacks. (Do not complete the action.)
 ●Whisper your name. (Do not complete the action.)
 ●Leader says: Clap your hands.
 ●Leader says: Hop on your left foot five times.
 ●Hop on your right foot two times. (Do not complete the action.)
 ●Touch your toes. (Do not complete the action.)
 ●Leader says: Sit down.

 ʹ Guide preteens to complete “The Roles of the Holy Spirit” on their 
Activity Pages and review the roles the Holy Spirit plays in their lives.
 ʹ Say that even though this is a fun activity, in our daily lives, the Holy 
Spirit directs and guides us when we make decisions. People tell us 
what to do all the time, but it’s usually me-focused. When we listen to the 
Holy Spirit, we are honoring God. The Holy Spirit helps us understand 
God’s plan for salvation.

CHOICE 2
SURVIVAL KIT TELEPHONE GAME, “THE ROLES OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Gather the preteens together in a circle.
 ʹ Say: “We are going to play the telephone game with a twist.”
 ʹ Share the following with the preteens: You are on a deserted island, but 
you have your trusty survival kit.
 ʹ Think of three items from your kit and whisper those items to the person 
next to you (Examples: water, book, and sunscreen).
 ʹ Guide the next preteen in the circle to whisper the items to the person 
next to him until it makes its way around the circle.
 ʹ Ask the last preteen to share what he heard.
 ʹ Complete this activity two more times and add three new items to your 
list each time.
 ʹ Ask preteens to share times they have had a bad connection when 
talking on the phone and what those experiences were like. Explain 
there is never a bad connection with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 

CHOICE 1 
 › Activity Pages

CHOICE 2 
 › Activity Pages

 › Make a list of items you 
would have in a survival 
kit on a deserted island.
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guides us and gives us clarity even when life is messy.
 ʹ Guide preteens to complete “The Roles of the Holy Spirit” on their 
Activity Pages and review the roles the Holy Spirit plays in their lives.
 ʹ Share with the preteens that the Holy Spirit plays an important part in 
the life of a Christian. Remind the kids that we understand God’s plan for 
salvation because we have the Holy Spirit.

CHOICE 3
HULA HOOPS AND MAZES, “MAZE CHALLENGE” (ACTIVITY 
PAGE)
 ʹ Complete the following activity as an introduction to the Activity Page 
activity.

 ●Ask for five volunteers who want to hula hoop.
 ●Pass out hula hoops.
 ● Instruct preteens to start hula hooping in place. 
 ●Call out the following directions: Instruct kids to go left, right, forward, 
or backward. They must complete the steps while still hula hooping.

 ●Explain that the room is getting chaotic and messy with hula hoop 
traffic. Once preteens have hula hooped for a few minutes, instruct 
preteens to sit down.

 ●Collect the hula hoops.
 ʹ Lead preteens to complete “Maze Challenge” on the Activity Page. 
 ʹ Explain that life can be challenging, messy, and confusing. Sometimes, 
we get lost along the way. We’re directionless.
 ʹ Tell them that when Jesus left this earth, He gave the disciples the Holy 
Spirit to help them.
 ʹ Share that when we receive Jesus and are saved, the Holy Spirit lives 
within us. He guides us as we take each step in this life.
 ʹ Explain that like this maze, we might be frustrated and overwhelmed. But 
with His guidance He takes us from start to finish.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Share that once we become a follower of Jesus, we have access to the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus gave the Holy Spirit to be with us each day of our lives.
 ʹ Remind kids that the Holy Spirit helps us understand God’s plan for 
salvation.
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Activity Pages

 › hula hoop (You will need 
5 for this activity.)

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT The Holy Spirit helps people understand God’s plan for salvation.
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Missionaries are Christians  
called by God to boldly tell  

another group of people the  
good news about Jesus, no matter 

the danger. 

God allows people  
to join Him in His work throughout 

the world. 

God calls all Christians to tell 
people about Jesus and to teach 

them how to know and follow God.

  

COMMUNITY & WORLD

We pray that the Levels of Biblical Learning this spring 

have helped you introduce kids to the climax of the 

gospel, the Easter story. So far, kids have learned about 

Jesus’ life and role as Teacher and that He brings  

salvation through His death and resurrection. This month, 

kids will learn what all of that means for us: we get to  

share what we know with other people, too. 

Just like Paul, we live in the world after Jesus’ death  

and resurrection. It became Paul’s sole mission in life  

to share the good news of Jesus with his community  

and world—something that should be our mission, too! 

Help kids understand that everyone they meet is 

someone they can tell about JESUS’ love. 

The Levels of Biblical Learning can help introduce  

kids to the idea that as God’s children, we have the ability 

to join in His plan for the entire world to  
hear the gospel. 

62     



Writer:  
Tobi White serves as Children’s Discipleship Director at Sugar Creek Baptist Church in  
Sugar Land, Texas, where she lives with her husband, son, and three daughters. 

ABOUT JESUS
Tell  

Session 1

PAUL AND 
BARNABAS 

BECAME 
MISSIONARIES

Level of  
Biblical Learning
Missionaries are 
Christians called 
by God to boldly 

tell another group 
of people the good 
news about Jesus, 

no matter the 
danger.

Scripture Reference
Acts 13

Weekly  
Bible Verse
Acts 13:2

Unit Verse
Acts 1:8

Life Point
God chooses some 

people to go to 
other places and tell 

about Jesus.

Suggested  
Week of Use

May 3

Session 2

PAUL LISTENED 
TO GOD

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning

God allows people 
to join Him in His 
work throughout 

the world.

Scripture Reference
Acts 15:36-41;  

16:1-12

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Acts 1:8

Unit Verse
Acts 1:8

Life Point
People can tell 

about Jesus, and 
the Holy Spirit will 

help them.

Suggested  
Week of Use

May 10

Session 3

PAUL TAUGHT IN 
ATHENS

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning

God calls all 
Christians to tell 

people about Jesus 
and to teach them 
how to know and 

follow God.

Scripture Reference
Acts 17:16-34

Weekly  
Bible Verse
John 17:3

Unit Verse
Acts 1:8

Life Point
People can tell 

about the one true 
God.

Suggested  
Week of Use

May 17

Session 4

PAUL PREACHED 
TO AN ANGRY 

CROWD

 
Level of  

Biblical Learning
Missionaries are 
Christians called 
by God to boldly 

tell another group 
of people the good 
news about Jesus, 

no matter the 
danger.

Scripture Reference
Acts 21:15-40; 

22:1-30

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Romans 8:28

Unit Verse
Acts 1:8

Life Point
People can tell 

about Jesus even 
in difficult times.

Suggested  
Week of Use

May 24

Session 5

PAUL TAUGHT 
PETER

 

Level of  
Biblical Learning

God allows people 
to join Him in His 
work throughout 

the world.

Scripture Reference
Galatians 2

Weekly  
Bible Verse

Galatians 2:20

Unit Verse
Acts 1:8

Life Point
People can help 

others know how 
to live as believers 

in Jesus.

Suggested  
Week of Use

May 31

Unit 3. At a Glance
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Unit 3, Session 1

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Some people support missionaries with their resources while others 
physically serve as missionaries, near and far. Along with missionaries all 
believers have the responsibility to tell people about Jesus. Sharing the 
gospel is not a responsibility we can shirk. Jesus commissions us to go and 
tell. Sometimes we tell others in our homes about Jesus. Other times we tell 
people in our communities about Jesus. And sometimes, we move to faraway 
places in order to follow Jesus’ commission. 

At the direction of the Holy Spirit, the church sent out Paul and Barnabas 
as missionaries to faraway places. The men traveled miles away to Seleucia, 
Salamis on the isle of Cyprus, Paphos, Perga, Pisidian Antioch, and Iconium. 
And those are just the stops Luke recorded in Acts 13. 

As we read through Luke’s account of how the gospel spread, we can 
discover how Paul and Barnabas related to strangers and relied on the 
Holy Spirit to lead people to salvation. After the pair preached in Jewish 
synagogues, an important official, Sergius Paulus, had heard about them and 
requested they tell him about Christ. A false prophet tried to discredit their 
testimony. His unsuccessful attempt against Paul and Barnabas led Sergius 
Paulus’ to believe. On another occasion the leaders of the synagogue at 
Pisidian Antioch invited them to say a word of encouragement to the people. 
Paul accepted the invitation and presented God’s plan of salvation. At the 
people’s request Paul and Barnabas stayed another week and preached 
again in the synagogue, and many of the people believed. When some of 
the Jews saw this, they forced Paul and Barnabas out of town. Paul and 
Barnabas shook the dust off their feet against them and went on to Iconium. 

Not only can we learn from Paul and Barnabas how to go and tell others 
about Jesus, we can discover how to accept rejection of the gospel. Telling 
others about Jesus is not always easy, but it is the responsibility of every 
Christian. How can you support the work of missionaries or become involved 
in local missions? Could God be sending you to your neighbors or to another 
country?

How can you help the kids in your group remain open to God’s call on 
their lives, including answering His call to spread the good news of Jesus, 
locally or in faraway places? Also remind kids to pray for missionaries as they 
tell about Jesus.

PAUL AND BARNABAS  
BECAME MISSIONARIES

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Missionaries are 
Christians called by God to 
boldly tell another group 
of people the good news 
about Jesus, no matter the 
danger. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Acts 13 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
May 3 

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
God chooses some 

people to go to other 
places and tell  

about Jesus.

UNIT VERSE
But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has 
come on you, and you 
will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.  
Acts 1:8 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
As they were worshiping 
the Lord and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, “Set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I 
have called them.”  
Acts 13:2 (CSB)

64     U n i t  3 ,  S e s s i o n  1

http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife


 › Pack Item 23 

 › Bibles, tape

Teaching Tip: Pack Item 
23 will be displayed 
and used each week 
throughout the month.

 › dry erase board and 
markers

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions: Africa”–Print 
the missions story and 
the “Africa Map.”

 › self-adhesive name 
tag labels (1 per child)–
On each label print 
courageous.

 › marker

PAUL AND BARNABAS  
BECAME MISSIONARIES

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“PREPARE TO SHARE ABOUT JESUS 1” (PACK ITEM 23)
 ʹ Challenge preteens to tell you what they know about being a missionary.
 ʹ Explain that while missionaries are called by God to tell people about 
Jesus, as Christians we are also called to tell people about Jesus.
 ʹ Display the Pack Item and ask preteens to practice using their Bibles to 
look up these four verses written on the poster: Acts 1:8; Psalm 96:1-3; 
1 Peter 4:10 and Romans 12:9-13.
 ʹ After the verses are read out loud, discuss how each of the verses help 
prepare us to share about Jesus. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

I CHOOSE YOU
 ʹ Call a preteen by name and say, “I choose you to … draw a flower on 
the board.” Allow the preteen to follow that instruction and then sit back 
down.
 ʹ Continue to “choose” each member of the class to do something at the 
board. Use options such as choose to write one’s name, draw a rainbow, 
write a word. Start each direction with “I choose you to … .”
 ʹ Make sure all preteens have had a turn being chosen. Then ask them to 
share how it made them feel to be “chosen.” 
 ʹ Explain that God has chosen something special for each of them to do 
now and in the future. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Invite each preteen to place a courageous label on his shirt. 
 ʹ Show the “Africa Map.” 
 ʹ Explain that many people groups in Africa are considered unreached, 
which means that Christians have not yet been able to teach them about 
Jesus or plant new churches.
 ʹ Encourage kids to pray often for courageous Christians who live and 
work with the unreached people groups in Africa.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 21, 22, 24

 › Teaching Picture 10

 › Activity Pages

 › Videos

 › globe of the world

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 3 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 21)
 ʹ Display the banner (Pack Item 21). Explain that this month you will be 
learning how to tell others about Jesus. 
 ʹ Ask preteens to share the names of some of the first missionaries. 
Explain that we know from reading the Bible that Paul was one of the 
first missionaries who traveled to spread the message of Jesus. 
 ʹ Reveal that today preteens will be learning about Paul and his friend 
Barnabas, who were called to boldly tell the good news of Jesus. 
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
“PAUL’S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY MAP” (PACK ITEM 24), 
“KNOW IT FIRST” (ACTIVITY PAGE), TEACHING PICTURE 10
 ʹ Review what preteens know about missionaries. Remind them that 
missionaries are “Christians called by God to boldly tell another group of 
people the good news about Jesus, no matter the danger.”
 ʹ Display and direct preteens’ attention to the globe. Ask a volunteer to 
think of one country in the world and find that country on the globe. Ask: 
“Do people in this country need to know about Jesus?” Repeat this a 
few times, then remind the kids that everyone in the world needs to hear 
about Jesus.
 ʹ Display “Paul’s First Missionary Journey Map” (Pack) and point out the 
places on the map as they are mentioned in today’s reading. As time 
allows, find these places on the globe to give preteens an idea of where 
Paul and Barnabas traveled. 
 ʹ Explain that Paul knew God had set him apart to do this special work. He 
was called to leave his home and go to other areas to tell about Jesus. 
Read Acts 13:1-12 out loud.
 ʹ Use the Bible story summary on the Teaching Picture to summarize what 
happened in Acts 13:13-41. 
 ʹ Read aloud Acts 13:42-47. Ask: “What did the people think about Paul’s 
preaching?” Allow kids to respond, then share that some people wanted 
to hear more of Paul’s preaching about God and others didn’t like what 
Paul was saying.
 ʹ Choose two volunteers to role-play Paul and Barnabas, and assign 
the remaining preteens to role-play the disciples. Read aloud Acts 
13:48-52 and instruct preteens to act out the verses according to their 
assignments. 
 ʹ Ask the following questions:

 ●What were the leaders at the church of Antioch doing when the Holy 
Spirit set aside Paul and Barnabas for the Lord’s work? (They were 
worshiping and fasting. Acts 13:2)
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LIFE POINT God chooses some people to go to other places and tell about Jesus.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › What were Paul and 
Barnabas chosen to do? 
(to travel and tell others 
about Jesus)

 › Why couldn’t the 
government leader in 
Paphos hear about Jesus? 
(A magician interfered 
and made it difficult for 
Paul to teach.)

 › What made the official 
believe? (He was amazed 
at God’s power when the 
magician became blind 
like Paul said he would.)

 › What did Paul tell the 
people? (Answers may 
include that he told 
about Jewish history, 
John the Baptist, and 
King David. Emphasize 
that Paul showed the 
people Scriptures 
about Jesus and taught 
about Jesus’ death and 
resurrection.)

 › How did the people 
respond? (Many wanted 
to hear, but some 
rejected his teaching.)

 › When the Jewish leaders 
did not want to hear his 
teaching, what did Paul 
do? (He took the message 
to the Gentiles.)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
Acts 13:2.

 ●How did the church prepare to send them off? (They fasted, prayed 
and laid hands on them. Acts 13:3)

 ●Were all the people Paul encountered excited to hear about Jesus? 
(No, some opposed them. Acts 13:8)

 ●How was Paul able to stand up to those who opposed him? (He had 
the Holy Spirit inside of him and knew the truth. Acts 13:9-12)

 ʹ Remind preteens that today, there are missionaries called by God 
to share about Jesus all over the world. Just like in Bible times, 
missionaries today rely on the Holy Spirit to guide them and protect 
them in dangerous situations. Explain that we can help the missionaries 
today by praying for them and giving to their missions.
 ʹ Distribute the Activity Pages and lead preteens to complete “Know it 
First.” 

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
TEACHING PICTURE 10
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture and ask preteens to recall what they 
learned today about Paul and Barnabas.
 ʹ Challenge preteens to draw parallels between Paul, one of the first 
missionaries, and today’s missionaries. Ask preteens how missionaries 
fit into God’s plan of drawing people to Himself.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 3 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 22)
 ʹ Display the “Unit 3 Verse” (Pack Item 22). Ask a preteen to read the 
verse out loud. 
 ʹ Ask preteens to share what they think are the important words or 
phrases in the verse. (receive power, Holy Spirit, witnesses, Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, earth) Underline these words on the Unit Verse poster.
 ʹ Explain that preteens will be looking closely at Acts 1:8 this month to see 
what God would have them know and understand.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Explain that God chooses some people to go to other places and tell 
about Jesus. Remind preteens that just as God set apart Paul to be His 
witness, God sets apart people today to be witnesses for Christ as well.
 ʹ Pray for the preteens, and ask God to speak to them. Pray that God will 
help them understand what He wants for their lives. 
 ʹ Dismiss preteens to Live It Out groups, and remind them to take their 
Activity Pages with them.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 CHOICE 1
MISSIONARY SHOW AND TELL, “CONNECTING TO GOD” 
(ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Gather preteens and explain that they will have the privilege to hear 
from a missionary.
 ʹ Remind preteens that when a guest is visiting, everyone should pay 
attention and be respectful. Introduce your guest by giving some 
information about what he or she has done on the mission field.
 ʹ Allow the missionary to tell a story or two about his mission work. You 
may want to ask how the missionary was called to his work and how he 
prepared for his time on the field.
 ʹ After the missionary speaks encourage preteens to ask questions of the 
missionary.
 ʹ Thank the missionary for his time. Distribute the Activity Pages to the 
kids and lead them to complete “Connecting to God” as a group.

CHOICE 2
WORLD GLOBE ORNAMENT, “CONNECTING TO GOD” 
(ACTIVITY PAGE), (MUSIC)
 ʹ Display the globe used during Look in the Book, and explain to the 
preteens that they will be making mini globes to help them remember 
God loves the world. 
 ʹ Appoint a preteen to distribute one styrofoam ball to each kid while you 
pour craft glue into the disposable bowls.
 ʹ Demonstrate how to paint the glue onto the ball and then cover the 
ball with blue tissue paper. Explain that kids should complete this one 
section at a time.
 ʹ Once the ball is covered in blue tissue paper, allow preteens to cut 
“continent” shapes out of the green tissue paper and glue those on top 
of the blue tissue paper.
 ʹ Play “Go Tell the World” while preteens work on their globes.
 ʹ Allow the balls to dry as you direct preteens to complete “Connecting to 
God” on the Activity Page.
 ʹ Once the balls are dry, allow preteens to write the Unit Verse on their 
globe.
 ʹ Attach the mini screw eye to the top of the globe, and put some string 
through the eye so the globe can hang.
 ʹ Direct preteens to hang the decorative ball somewhere at home as a 
reminder to pray for those who go to other places to tell about Jesus.

CHOICE 1 
 › Activity Pages 

 › Invite a missionary to be 
your guest. This could 
be a current or former 
international missionary 
or someone who has 
gone or will go on a local 
missions trip. Know 
enough about him to 
introduce your guest to 
the kids.

CHOICE 2 
 › Activity Pages 

 › Music

 › 3-4 inch styrofoam balls 
(1 per preteen), blue and 
green tissue paper, craft 
glue, disposable bowls, 
paintbrushes, black 
permanent markers, 
mini screw eyes, yarn
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CHOICE 3
“CONTINENT TRIVIA GAME CARDS” (PACK ITEM 25), 
“CONNECTING TO GOD” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Arrange the group into two teams. Explain that they will be playing a 
team game where they will answer trivia questions about things in the 
world. The answer to every question will be one of the seven continents.
 ʹ Review the continents using the globe. They are: Africa, Antarctica, Asia, 
Australia, Europe, North America, and South America.
 ʹ Explain to preteens that when a question is asked they are to decide 
the answer with their team. Once the team agrees on an answer, they 
should ring the bell to signal that they know the answer. If the answer is 
correct they earn two points; if the answer is incorrect two points will be 
subtracted.
 ʹ Allow a preteen who does not wish to play to be the scorekeeper.
 ʹ Read the questions (Pack) one at a time. 
 ʹ Once the game is finished, remind preteens that every person, on every 
continent they just talked about, is loved by God. Explain that someone 
needs to tell all the people about the good news of Jesus.
 ʹ Lead preteens to complete “Connecting to God.”

WRAP UP
 ʹ Close with prayer, thanking God that He has made a way for people to 
tell others about Jesus. 
 ʹ Thank God for the missionaries of the world and ask God to protect 
them.
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Pack Item 25 

 › Activity Pages 

 › buzzer or bell

 › globe

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT God chooses some people to go to other places and tell about Jesus.

B i b l e  S t u d i e s  f o r  L i f e  P r e t e e n s    69



Unit 3, Session 2

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Sometimes relationships create difficulties that hinder us from knowing God’s 
plan. Just imagine if you were Joseph and had brothers who hated you so 
much that they sold you to people who took you far away from your home 
and family. God used his situation to save the Jewish nation. Or imagine you 
were Esther who was taken to the castle far away from the love, care, and
supervision of a loving family. Again, God had a plan and used her to foil the 
plot to murder the Jews. Or imagine you were Mary or Joseph who knew a 
secret that was so unbelievable that people would stone you to death if you 
dared to offer an explanation. God used their obedience to birth and raise His 
Son, Jesus, who came to save all people from eternal separation from God!

Now, imagine you and your best friend are working to tell people about 
Jesus but find yourselves in a strong disagreement over one person. This 
was the situation in which Paul and Barnabas found themselves. Empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, they had traveled to many places, spreading the gospel. 
It seems while planning their next journey, they did not agree. Their 
disagreement was intense enough that Barnabas took Mark and sailed south 
while Paul found a new partner, Silas, and headed north. As Paul and Silas 
continued their travels, they met a young man named Timothy who joined 
them on their mission. Once again Paul listened to the Holy Spirit when He
directed them to Europe. The men concluded that God was leading them to 
preach in that area.

Although Paul and Barnabas may not have envisioned their argument 
as something positive, God had a plan to use it for His good. Because of 
their disagreement and separation, more people—Mark, Silas, and Timothy—
became involved in the mission of spreading the gospel. Also, God used 
these two newly formed missionary groups to go in two different directions,
essentially reaching more people with the good news of Christ.

In hindsight, how have you noticed God work to accomplish His 
purpose? How can you use that experience to lead others to the gospel of 
Jesus?

How can you help the kids in your group understand that God has a plan 
for their lives? How can you help them recognize the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit and trust Him to help them tell about Jesus?

PAUL LISTENED TO GOD

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows people to 
join Him in His work 
throughout the world. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Acts 15:36-41; 16:1-12 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
May 10 

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
People can tell 

about Jesus and 
the Holy Spirit 
will help them.

UNIT VERSE
But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has 
come on you, and you 
will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.  
Acts 1:8 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has 
come on you, and you 
will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth. 
Acts 1:8 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 26 

 › Bibles, tape

Teaching Tip: Pack 
Items 23 and 26 will be 
displayed and used each 
week throughout the 
month.

 

 › copy paper, pencils

Teaching Tip: Practice 
drawing the diamond 
before you lead this 
activity. This way you’ll 
be able to better guide 
preteens to complete the 
drawing.

 › Videos

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions: Africa”–Print 
the missions story.

PAUL LISTENED TO GOD

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“PREPARE TO SHARE ABOUT JESUS 2” (PACK ITEM 26)
 ʹ Recall that last week you started talking about how to share Jesus with 
the world around you.
 ʹ Explain that the Bible gives guidance and great examples of people who 
shared about Jesus.
 ʹ Point out Pack Item 23 from last week, and then connect the poster by 
placing Pack Item 26 on top of Pack Item 23.
 ʹ Ask the preteens to practice searching for the following verses in their 
Bibles: Exodus 3:14; John 13:34; 2 Timothy 1:7-8 and Romans 1:16.
 ʹ Ask preteens to read the verses out loud and tell you what they mean.
 ʹ Leave the posters on the wall to use again next week.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

HOW TO DRAW A DIAMOND
 ʹ Pass out paper and pencils. Explain to kids that you are going to give 
them instructions to help them draw a perfect diamond.
 ʹ Announce the following instructions: Step 1–Draw a line from left to 
right. Step 2–Draw two diagonal lines that join at the bottom to form a 
triangle. Step 3–From the original line, draw two short diagonal lines 
going up and toward each other but do not connect. Step 4–Connect 
these two lines with a straight line parallel to the original line.  
Step 5–Draw two diagonal lines from the top two corners to the one 
bottom point. Step 6–In the top center shape of the diamond, draw a 
triangle using the original line as the bottom of the triangle.
 ʹ Ask if this was an easy thing to draw. Explain that many times we 
talk about listening to the Holy Spirit and think God will tell us to do 
complicated things that we won’t be able to do, but the truth is, God will 
always help us accomplish what He wants us to do. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Show “A True Story” video or read the missions story.
 ʹ Ask: “Why do you think the older man was so excited to see the 
Christians? What was the result of their visit?”
 ʹ Explain that when the man burned incense and sprayed perfume, he 
was greeting and honoring the Christians according to his culture.
 ʹ Pray that Christians in Africa will continue to meet people who are ready 
to hear about Jesus. 
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 21, 22

 › Teaching Picture 11

 › Activity Pages

 › Music

 › Videos

 › Bibles; pencils; small, 
clear drinking glass; 
paper towels; bucket of 
water (a clear container 
would work the best)

 › index cards–Write each 
word of Acts 1:8 on a 
separate card. 

Teaching Tip: Prior to 
teaching the session, 
practice the experiment 
with the cup and water.

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 3 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 21)
 ʹ Draw attention to the banner (Pack) displayed from last week.
 ʹ Remind preteens that this month they are learning about how they can 
tell others about Jesus; they are doing that by looking at the missionary 
journey of Paul in the New Testament.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
“HOLY SPIRIT HELPS” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Place the bucket of water where preteens can see it. Place a paper 
towel into the glass and say: “Today we are talking about the Holy Spirit 
and how the Holy Spirit helps us. We are like this paper towel, and this 
paper towel is surrounded by air. We can’t see the air, yet we know it 
exists. One way we know it exists is that we can see the evidence the air 
makes on the paper towel.” 
 ʹ Turn the glass upside down and put it into the bucket of water, with the 
paper towel inside the glass. The air will be trapped inside the glass and 
will keep the paper towel dry.
 ʹ Ask: “When I place this glass, upside down, into the water, what will 
happen to the paper towel?” 
 ʹ Allow them to answer and then say: “The Holy Spirit, in the life of the 
believer, is like the air surrounding the paper towel in this glass.” Pull the 
glass out of the water and ask a preteen to touch the paper towel.
 ʹ Explain: “The paper towel is dry because the air inside the glass kept it 
dry. It helped the paper towel. If I turn the glass right side up and put it in 
the water, the water will take over the place where the air was, and the 
paper towel will get wet!”
 ʹ Explain that God gives Christians the Holy Spirit to help and to guide 
them. 
 ʹ Remind preteens that Paul allowed the Holy Spirit to direct his path. We 
learn in the Books of Acts that Paul and Barnabas parted ways, and God 
allowed Timothy to join Paul’s ministry. Open your Bible to  
Acts 15:36-41 and briefly summarize these verses for the group.
 ʹ Ask preteens to take turns reading aloud Acts 16:1-12. Encourage 
preteens to note how the Holy Spirit led Paul and Timothy in their 
travels.
 ʹ As a group, complete “Holy Spirit Helps” on the Activity Pages.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
TEACHING PICTURE 11
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture and ask preteens what they learned today 
about the Holy Spirit.
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LIFE POINT People can tell about Jesus and the Holy Spirit will help them.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

 › Why did Paul and 
Barnabas return to the 
places they had already 
been? (They wanted to 
see how the believers 
were doing.)

 › Why did Paul and 
Barnabas go in different 
directions? (They 
disagreed about taking 
John Mark with them.)

 › Whom did Paul meet 
in Lystra? (Timothy, 
who joined Paul as he 
traveled to towns to 
preach)

 › Why didn’t Paul go to 
Asia? (The Holy Spirit led 
them to Macedonia.)

 › How did Paul know to go 
to Macedonia? (He saw a 
vision of a man begging 
them to come and help.)

 ʹ Guide kids to line up shoulder-to-shoulder in a straight line in the center 
of the room. Explain they will be traveling, like Paul and Timothy, from 
one side of the room to the other. 
 ʹ Ask one question at a time from the review questions in the sidebar. If 
preteens know the answer, instruct them to take a step forward. Note 
you will call on one preteen to answer the question. If he gets the 
answer correct, the entire group gets to move forward with the game. If 
the answer is incorrect, all players must take a step back.
 ʹ Play until the group makes it to the opposite side of the room or 
questions run out. Say: “While we took steps forward, Paul and Timothy 
traveled all around the world telling others about Jesus. You may not be 
able to travel around the world, but you can tell others about Jesus and 
how the Holy Spirit will help them.”

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 3 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 22)
 ʹ Direct preteens to the Unit Verse poster, and remind them that last week 
they identified some of the important words in the verse.
 ʹ Ask preteens what it means to “receive power.” Follow that by asking 
what they recall about the Holy Spirit. Share that Jesus is explaining the 
Holy Spirit is now in charge of giving Christians power.
 ʹ Ask each preteen if he is willing to receive a word of Acts 1:8. Distribute 
the prepared cards accordingly. Challenge preteens to work together to 
place the words of the verse in the correct order. 
 ʹ Gather the cards and redistribute them. Lead preteens to work together 
to put the verse in the correct order again.
 ʹ Challenge preteens to apply this verse in their lives this week and be 
witnesses to others about Jesus.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
(MUSIC)
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Remind preteens that God called Paul as a missionary to tell others 
about Him. God allows us to join Him in His work throughout the world, 
and God gives us the Holy Spirit to help us do this. 
 ʹ Lead the preteens in a silent prayer to allow the Holy Spirit to touch 
the hearts of the preteens in your class. Play “Live It Out Loud” while 
preteens sit quietly. Close this time by praying that God will help each 
preteen realize what He wants from them. Pray that the preteens follow 
the leading of the Holy Spirit.
 ʹ Remind preteens to grab their Activity Pages and head to Live It Out 
groups.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
WIND SOCK, “UNIT VERSE WORD SEARCH” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Recruit a preteen to read John 3:8. Explain that the Holy Spirit moves, 
and like the wind we can see where He moves, even if we cannot see 
the Holy Spirit. 
 ʹ Explain that today kids will make wind socks to remind them that for 
those who have a relationship with God, the Holy Spirit is always at work 
around and through them. The Holy Spirit helps God’s people tell others 
about Jesus.
 ʹ Place all supplies on a table and allow preteens to work at their own 
pace in making the wind sock.
 ʹ Review the directions to make the wind sock:

 ●Hold the heavyweight paper oriented as a portrait, and cut a design 
along the bottom of the paper. This design can be a triangle, scallop, 
or wave pattern. 

 ●Color a design on the paper with a light-colored crayon.
 ●Use watercolor paint, a bit of water, and a paintbrush to paint over the 
design. The wax from the crayon will show up through the watercolor. 
Wipe off excess watercolor paint and water from the paper.

 ●Roll the decorated paper and staple the long edges to form a cylinder.
 ●Cut six strips of party streamers into 3-foot lengths. Staple the 
streamer strips to the bottom of the cylinder.

 ●Punch four holes around the top of the cylinder and lace yarn through 
the holes so the wind sock will hang.

 ʹ Once preteens are finished, ask them to complete the “Unit Verse Word 
Search” on the Activity Page.

CHOICE 2
HELP YOUR MISSIONARY BRAINSTORMING, “UNIT VERSE 
WORD SEARCH” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Inquire if any of the preteens have thought this week about the 
missionary who came last week or about how they can help the 
missionary in some way. 
 ʹ Using the dry erase board, ask preteens to brainstorm ways they could 
help the missionary and his work. Ideas may include the following: raise 
money, collect items to use, set up a prayer schedule. Record all of their 
ideas, and allow preteens to discuss what they can do as a class to help 
support this or another missionary.
 ʹ Encourage the class to decide on a single way they can help, and then 
assist them in developing a plan to accomplish their goal. 
 ʹ Explain that preteens will have three weeks to prepare for the project, 
and at the end of the month during session 5, they will complete their 
project to help the missionary.

CHOICE 1 
 › Activity Pages 

 › heavyweight paper (1 
per preteen), crayons, 
scissors, staplers, 
watercolor, water, cups, 
paper towel, yarn, hole 
punch, party streamers 
in various colors

CHOICE 2 
 › Activity Pages 

 › dry erase board and 
markers 
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 ʹ Lead preteens to complete “Unit Verse Word Search” on the Activity 
Page.

CHOICE 3
TELL ABOUT JESUS RACE, “UNIT VERSE WORD SEARCH” 
(ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Encourage preteens to form two even teams, and lead each team to 
elect a member to be the “writer” and the “runner.” Show the teams 
where they are to start the race and where you have placed the basket. 
Explain that the teams are going to race to see which team knows the 
best way to tell others about Jesus.
 ʹ Tell the preteens that when you say “Go!” team members will give 
the “writer” a fact about how to share Jesus with others, and then the 
“writer” will write that fact on the index card. Once the fact is written, the 
“runner” will take the card and deliver it to the basket and then run back.
 ʹ Inform preteens that they will have five minutes to complete this race.
 ʹ Set the timer for five minutes and play the game.
 ʹ Allow each team to report what it has written down. The team with the 
most correct cards is the winner.
 ʹ Congratulate preteens not only on their knowledge of how to share 
about the good news of Jesus but also on their excitement during the 
game. Explain that God wants us to be excited to tell others about Jesus, 
just like they were when they were racing! 
 ʹ Distribute the Activity Pages and allow preteens to complete “Unit Verse 
Word Search.”

WRAP UP
 ʹ Close the session by praying for the preteens. Thank God that He sent 
Jesus to die for our sins, and that the Holy Spirit is here to help us tell 
others about Jesus.
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Activity Pages 

 › painter’s tape–Use the 
tape to create a start line 
for each team.

 › index cards, pens, 
two baskets or bags, 
stopwatch or timer

 › Place the baskets or 
bags across the room, 
equal distance from each 
team’s start line.

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT People can tell about Jesus, and the Holy Spirit will help them.
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Unit 3, Session 3

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Nashville is known for its music and so much more. In the mid 1800s, 
Nashville was known for its higher education (as well as wealth and culture) 
and nicknamed the “Athens of the South.” Nashville maintains a full-scale 
replica of the Parthenon that was built in 1897. This tourist attraction reminds 
visitors and residents of its image as the “Athens of the South.” As Nashville 
grows, so do the problems, such as the stress of driving around town. Traffic 
congestion creates more “waiters” than commuters.

Paul experienced a different kind of congestion when his missionary 
journey took him to Athens, Greece. This city is the home of the original 
Parthenon dedicated to Athena, the goddess of wisdom, inspiration, 
civilization, the arts, and more. While he waited for Silas and Timothy to 
arrive, he was distressed not by traffic but by the idols that dotted the city 
and misled the people. Athens was the intellectual and cultural city of the 
world. After Paul saw these ungodly influences, he preached both in the 
Jewish synagogue and in the marketplace to the Gentiles. Those in Athens 
were always interested to learn something new, so they welcomed Paul and 
invited him to the Areopagus (also known as Mars Hill). 

Paul was courteous in his address, recognizing how religious the people 
were by virtue of the many gods and goddesses represented. Paul began 
to tell them about the God they did not know but were searching for: the 
God who does not live in temples and is not made by hand. Paul preached 
the gospel beginning with God’s creation of the world, to the sacrifice and 
resurrection of His Son, and ending with a call to repent and escape God’s 
judgment. The revelation of Christ’s resurrection was a dividing point among 
the crowd. Some believed, including Dionysius, who was a member of the 
judicial council and could be a great influence for Christ in Athens. 

How comfortable are you in sharing your faith? Have you ever been 
ridiculed or even stopped for telling someone about God and His Son, 
Jesus? What is the best way to engage a godless world with the truth that 
comes from the one true God? 

As kids in your group are exposed to different beliefs and world 
religions, how can you help them understand that there is only one true 
God? Ask God to guard their minds from anything that might confuse or 
distract them from the truth.

PAUL TAUGHT IN ATHENS

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God calls all Christians to 
tell people about Jesus and 
to teach them how to know 
and follow God. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Acts 17:16-34 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
May 17

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
People can tell about 

the one true God.

UNIT VERSE
But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has 
come on you, and you 
will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.  
Acts 1:8 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
This is eternal life: that 
they may know you, the 
only true God, and the 
one you have sent—Jesus 
Christ.  
John 17:3 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 27

 › Bibles, tape

Teaching Tip: Pack 
Items 23, 26 and 27 will 
be displayed and used 
each week throughout 
the month.

 › Music

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions: Africa”–Print 
the missions story and 
“You’re Invited!”

PAUL TAUGHT IN ATHENS

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“PREPARE TO SHARE ABOUT JESUS 3” (PACK ITEM 27)
 ʹ Display Pack Item 27 with the other items on the wall. This one fits 
directly to the right of Pack Item 23. 
 ʹ Remind preteens that God wants them to share about Him, and God 
gives them the Holy Spirit to help them.
 ʹ Encourage preteens to practice finding the following verses in their 
Bibles and reading them out loud: Isaiah 55:11; Romans 8:26; John 4:26; 
and Luke 12:12.
 ʹ Ask preteens to tell you how each verse helps us share God with others.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

TEACH ME ABOUT YOU, (MUSIC)
 ʹ Ask preteens to stand. Explain that you would like them to get to know 
one another better, and one of the best ways to know someone better is 
to find out what they like and don’t like.
 ʹ Instruct preteens to think about their favorite dessert. Explain that when  
you say “Go!” kids are to move from person to person while sharing 
their favorite desserts. Play “Live It Out Loud” while preteens mingle and 
chat.
 ʹ Say “Go!” and give kids time to mingle and chat. 
 ʹ Continue by asking them to do the same thing with a few other topics, 
such as “Most disliked vegetable …” and “Favorite game … .”
 ʹ Ask preteens if they feel they know more about their classmates. Explain 
that God has given so many clues in His Word to help us know Him 
more. Using the things we know from God’s Word, we can tell others 
about Jesus. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Review the Africa missions story with the kids. 
 ʹ Appoint two or three kids as hosts and everyone else as dinner guests.
 ʹ Slowly and enthusiastically read aloud the “You’re Invited!” script, 
pausing so that kids can act out each element of a special African meal.
 ʹ Lead kids to discuss and compare the cultures of people groups in 
Africa to kids’ own cultures. 
 ʹ Remind kids that Jesus came and died so that people of all nationalities 
and cultures could have eternal life. 
 ʹ Invite a child to pray that the unreached people in Africa would hear 
about Jesus. 
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 21, 22, 28 

 › Teaching Picture 12

 › Activity Pages

 › Videos

 › Bibles, pencils

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 3 BANNER”, “ABC POSTER” (PACK ITEMS 21, 28)
 ʹ Direct preteens’ attention to the unit banner (Pack Item 21). 
 ʹ Remind preteens that God calls some people to be missionaries who 
boldly go to other people groups and tell about Jesus. God calls all 
Christians to tell the people around them about Jesus and to teach them 
how to know and follow God.
 ʹ Call attention to the “ABC Poster” (Pack Item 28) and encourage 
preteens to reference it as needed throughout today’s session.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
“KNOW GOD” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Gather preteens and tell them you are going to play a quick game. Point 
to one side of the room and say, “I am going to make a statement, and if 
you think the statement is true move to this side of the room.” Now point 
to the opposite side of the room and instruct preteens that they will 
move to that side if they think the statement is false.
 ʹ State the following facts: 1. The moon is round. 2. The sun is hot. 3. Rain 
is wet. 4. Dogs have four legs. 5. We see with our eyes.
 ʹ Explain that we all know these things are true. Now ask how the 
preteens would feel if you told them that the moon is square, the sun is 
cold, rain is dry, dogs have six legs or we see with our ears. They would 
not accept this, because it isn’t true.
 ʹ Read aloud Acts 17:15 to help preteens know where you are in the story 
of Paul. Encourage preteens to find a seat and open their Bibles to 
Acts 17:16-34. Ask several volunteers to take turns reading Acts 17:16-21. 
 ʹ Invite preteens to paraphrase Acts 17:16-21. Ask them to share what 
the people thought about Paul’s preaching and the different ways they 
reacted to Paul’s preaching. Point out some people wanted to know 
more about what Paul was preaching while others did not. 
 ʹ Ask another volunteer to read aloud Acts 17:22-31 as if he was Paul, 
preaching the sermon to the crowd.
 ʹ Explain that Paul was called to tell others about Jesus and the one true 
God. When he saw all the idols throughout the town he knew the people 
of Athens were worshiping the wrong things, so he had to tell them. The 
people of Athens were doing the exact opposite of what Paul knew was 
true.
 ʹ Ask kids how Paul knew that God was the one true God. Allow preteens 
to answer, and then respond with, “Paul knew God was the one true 
God because he had a personal experience with God. The Holy Spirit 
was at work in Paul’s life. We can know the same truth because of these 
things as well.”
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LIFE POINT People can tell about the one true God.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › When Paul was in 
Athens, what troubling 
things did he see? (false 
idols that the people had 
made and worshiped)

 › What did the people of 
Athens think of Paul? 
(Some people thought 
he was teaching about 
foreign gods. Others 
wanted to know more.)

 › What did Paul tell the 
men at the Areopagus? 
(He recognized them as 
religious and told them 
about their unknown 
god.)

 › What were some things 
that Paul told the people 
about God? (God is Lord 
of heaven and earth. 
He created the people 
of every nation and 
wants them to know Him 
as God.)

 › What happened after 
Paul spoke at the 
Areopagus? (Some 
people became followers 
of Jesus.)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
John 17:3.

 ʹ Briefly paraphrase Acts 17:32-34 and the responses people had. Ask: 
“How are the people’s responses in today’s Bible story the same or 
different from how people respond when they hear about God being the 
one true God today? Does how people respond to what you tell them 
about God affect who you tell about God?” 
 ʹ Point out that God calls all Christians to tell people about Jesus and to 
teach them how to know and follow God. 
 ʹ Pass out the Activity Pages and encourage preteens to complete “Know 
God.”  

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
TEACHING PICTURE 12
 ʹ Ask preteens to explain what is going on in the Teaching Picture.
 ʹ Remind preteens that Christians are called to tell others about the 
exciting love of the one true God.
 ʹ Use the review questions in the sidebar as needed.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 3 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 22)
 ʹ Call attention to the Unit Verse poster, Pack Item 22, and review the 
verse by saying it out loud together. 
 ʹ Ask kids to discuss what it means to be a witness. 
 ʹ Gather preteens in a circle and choose a volunteer to say the first word 
of the verse, who will then point to another preteen to say the next word,  
and each preteen will continue to point and say a word of the verse 
until the verse is complete. Challenge preteens to pay close attention to 
whom is speaking and do their best to point to all the preteens at least 
once before pointing to the same preteen to say the next word. 
 ʹ Repeat the activity several times so preteens become familiar and 
comfortable with the verse. 
 ʹ Remind preteens that Acts 1:8 tells everyone to be a witness and tell 
others about the one, true God. 

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Remind preteens that God calls all Christians to tell others about Jesus 
and to teach them how to know and follow God.
 ʹ Pray that each preteen in your class will make the decision to allow God 
to be Lord of her life, and that she will then tell others how to know and 
follow God.
 ʹ Dismiss preteens to Live It Out groups, and remind them to take their 
Activity Pages with them.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
THREE CIRCLE WREATHS, “SALVATION WORDS CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Explain that the good news of Jesus can be shared using three circles. 
Demonstrating on the dry erase board, draw the first circle and place a 
heart inside it. Explain that this circle represents God’s design—for all 
people to have a relationship with Him. 
 ʹ Draw the next circle to the right of the first and draw a zigzag through 
the circle to represent the brokenness of sin. Explain that sin causes 
people not to have the relationship with God that we were meant to 
have. 
 ʹ Next, draw a circle underneath and between the other two circles. Draw 
a cross in this circle. This last circle is God’s solution to people’s sin 
problem. All people need a Savior to take the punishment for their sins 
so that we can once again have a relationship with God, just like He 
designed. 
 ʹ Draw an arrow from the first circle to the second and from the second 
to the third. Explain that when a person commits his life to Christ, he is 
admitting that he is a sinner and broken, but that he believes Jesus died 
for him on the cross. In dying on the cross, Jesus took the punishment 
for all people’s sin. When a person chooses to confess that through 
Jesus, he is restored to the designed relationship with God, and he is 
choosing to make God his boss and Lord of his life. 
 ʹ Pass out supplies and explain that the preteens are going to put 
together a visual reminder of these three circles. On each of the 3-inch 
circles, preteens should use the paint markers to draw one of the three 
symbols—a heart, a broken line, and a cross. On the 4-inch circles, draw 
the arrows. 
 ʹ Help the preteens by hot gluing the circles together, overlapping the 
smaller circles on top of the larger circles, to form a wreath or ring shape. 
 ʹ Lead preteens to complete the “Salvation Words Crossword Puzzle” on 
the Activity Page.

CHOICE 2
“FOLLOW JESUS RACE” (PACK ITEM 29), “SALVATION WORDS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Encourage preteens to form groups of three or four. Give each group 
a set of footprints (Pack Item 29), and instruct them to cut out the 
footprints.
 ʹ Explain that each team is in a race. Teams will match a Bible verse from 
the dry erase board with a statement from the footprints and then put 
them in order. The first team to have all the footprints in order with the 
verses written on them wins. 

CHOICE 1 
 › Activity Pages 

 › three 3-inch wooden 
craft circles per preteen, 
three 4-inch wooden 
circles per preteen, paint 
markers, hot glue gun, 
dry erase board and 
markers

 › Option: “Three Circle 
Wreaths Visual” 
(Printables)

CHOICE 2 
 › Pack Item 29—Make a 
copy for each group.

 › Activity Pages 

 › Bibles, pens, dry erase 
board and markers

 › List the following verses 
on a dry erase board: 
John 3:16; Romans 3:23; 
Psalm 51:4; Romans 6:23; 
Romans  5:8; 
Romans 10:9; Mark 16:15.

Answers to Pack Item 
29: Hear about the good 
news of Jesus. (John 
3:16); Understand what 
“sin” means. (Rom. 3:23); 
Admit that you are a 
sinner. (Ps. 51:4); Know 
that your sin separates 
you from God. (Rom. 
6:23); Believe that 
Jesus died to take the 
punishment for your 
sins. (Rom. 5:8); Confess 
to God that you want 
Him to be the Lord of 
your life. (Rom. 10:9); 
Share with others the 
good news of Jesus. 
(Mark 16:15)
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 ʹ After the race, remind preteens that these are the steps we take to 
follow Jesus. Notice that we start by hearing about Jesus, and we end 
by telling others about Jesus. Once we understand what it means to 
have a relationship with God, we should tell others how they, too, can 
have the same relationship.
 ʹ Allow preteens to complete the “Salvation Words Crossword Puzzle” on 
the Activity Page.

CHOICE 3
“MY STORY ABOUT GOD AND ME” (PACK ITEM 30), 
“SALVATION WORDS CROSSWORD PUZZLE” (ACTIVITY PAGE), 
(MUSIC)
 ʹ Distribute a copy of Pack Item 30 and a pen to each preteen.
 ʹ Remind preteens that they each have a story about their relationship 
with God. Perhaps they know some facts about God that they have 
learned at church. Maybe they have a story about something God did 
for them or helped them with. It could be that they know that God has 
called them to a relationship with Him, and they have committed to 
make God the most important part of their lives. 
 ʹ Encourage preteens to spend a few minutes and write out their stories. 
They should write what God has done for them (protected them, saved 
them, taught them, loved them, sacrificed for them). They should write 
how they responded to God (obeyed Him, committed to Him, learned 
about Him). Then they should write how they can tell others about God. 
 ʹ Allow kids to move to an area where they can have their own space to 
write their stories. 
 ʹ Play “Live It Out Loud” while preteens write their stories.
 ʹ Challenge preteens to keep this page so they can look back on it in the 
future as they grow. 
 ʹ As preteens finish completing their “story,” lead them to complete 
“Salvation Words Crossword Puzzle” on the Activity Page.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Conclude the session by praying for the preteens. Thank God that they 
can tell others about the one true God.
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Pack Item 30–Make 1 
copy per preteen.

 › Activity Pages

 › Music

 › pens

Teaching Tip: Be 
sensitive as preteens 
complete Pack Item 
30. Encourage them 
that their answers are 
personal and there 
are no wrong answers. 
Consider giving the 
option of putting the 
papers in an envelope, 
sealing the envelope, 
and putting their names 
on them.

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT People can tell about the one true God.
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Unit 3, Session 4

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

When Paul and his party arrived in Jerusalem, they found James, the brother 
of Jesus and leader of the church in Jerusalem, and presented a glowing 
report of the work among the Gentiles. James and company were happy to 
hear what had happened outside of Jerusalem, but they had some advice 
for Paul. Though thousands of Jews had become believers, many of them 
still held to the law. Rumors were circulating that Paul was telling Jews to 
disregard the law, which he had not. Suspecting an unpopular response to 
Paul’s arrival, James and the elders suggested Paul join four men for seven 
days in the temple so that all the Jews would see that the rumors were 
wrong. But before the seven days were up, a riot broke out in the temple 
because the people still believed the rumors about Paul and also accused 
him of defiling the temple by bringing a Gentile inside. 

The Jews dragged Paul out of the temple and were trying to kill him 
when a commander intervened with his soldiers. Paul was chained while 
the commander questioned the crowd. The rumors were out of control. Paul 
asked to address the crowd, which surprised the commander. He thought 
Paul was an Egyptian who had started a revolt. When the commander 
granted him permission, Paul shared the account of his conversion on the 
Damascus Road.

When the mob heard Paul say that God had called him to go “far away 
to the Gentiles,” they turned on him again. In order to get a confession to 
explain the reaction of the crowd, the soldiers were preparing to whip him. 
Suddenly, everyone stopped! Paul had confessed that he was a Roman 
citizen. The commander and his soldiers were alarmed because they knew 
as a citizen Paul could bring charges against them for how they had treated 
him. Wanting to know the story and protect himself as much as he could, the 
commander took Paul to the Sanhedrin, the Jewish judicial body. 

When was the toughest time in your life for telling others about Jesus? 
What made it so difficult? Ask God to empower you to tell about Jesus at all 
times. 

Knowing that children may not always talk about their feelings, how can 
you help the kids in your group open up about any concerns or fears they 
have about telling people about Jesus? How will you encourage them with 
the truth that God is always with them?

PAUL PREACHED TO AN  
ANGRY CROWD

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
Missionaries are 
Christians called by God to 
boldly tell another group 
of people the good news 
about Jesus no matter the 
danger. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Acts 21:15-40; 22:1-30 

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
May 24

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
People can tell  

about Jesus even 
in difficult times.

UNIT VERSE
But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has 
come on you, and you 
will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth. 
Acts 1:8 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
We know that all things 
work together for the good 
of those who love God, 
who are called according to 
his purpose.  
Romans 8:28 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 31

 › Bibles, tape

Teaching Tip: Pack 
Items 23, 26, 27 and 
31 will be displayed 
and used each week 
throughout the month.

 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions: Africa”–Print 
the missions story and 
copies of “All Tied Up” 
(1 per child).

 › string or yarn

 › scissors

 › hole punches

PAUL PREACHED TO AN  
ANGRY CROWD

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“PREPARE TO SHARE ABOUT JESUS 4” (PACK ITEM 31)
 ʹ Ask preteens to look at the “Prepare to Share About Jesus” items 
hanging on the wall. Encourage them to tell you some of the things they 
have learned about how God prepares us to share Jesus with others.
 ʹ Attach Pack Item 31 to those already displayed in the appropriate place.
 ʹ Allow preteens to look up all the following verses: Zechariah 12:10; 
1 Samuel 12:24; John 20:21; and Romans 10:13-14.
 ʹ Encourage preteens to read each verse out loud and discuss what each 
verse means.
 ʹ Continue to leave these Pack Items on the wall for the conclusion of the 
unit next week. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

THE ANGRY CIRCLE
 ʹ Ask kids to form a circle and elect a volunteer to stand in the center of 
the circle. 
 ʹ Explain that this game is similar to musical chairs. You will ask the person 
in the center of the circle to tell something that makes him angry or 
frustrated. If a person on the outside of the circle gets frustrated by the 
same thing, he will switch places with the person in the center of the 
circle.
 ʹ Allow that preteen to share something that makes him frustrated or 
angry and repeat the process. 
 ʹ Continue the game for several rounds. 
 ʹ Ask preteens if it was easy or hard to think of things that made them 
angry. Continue by asking if knowing that other people also got angry 
about the same things made them feel better about them being angry.
 ʹ Ask: What do you think would happen if someone had to face a crowd of 
angry people? 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Review the missions story.
 ʹ Distribute copies of “All Tied Up” and string. Provide scissors and hole 
punches.
 ʹ Lead kids to review the prayer prompts on each strip. 
 ʹ Invite kids to read the instructions and make prayer reminders.
 ʹ Encourage kids to pray for Christians who work with unreached people 
groups in Africa.
 ʹ Suggest that kids use their reminders to pray at home this week. 
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 21, 22, 32–
Make several copies of 
Pack Item 32.

 › Teaching Picture 13

 › Videos

 › Bibles, pencils

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 3 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 21)
 ʹ Direct preteens’ attention to the banner.
 ʹ Emphasize to preteens that people can tell about Jesus in difficult times.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
“PAUL AND THE ANGRY CROWD DRAMA” (PACK ITEM 32)
 ʹ Challenge preteens to tell you some of the ways Christians around the 
world have a difficult time sharing their faith. Ask: “Can you think of any 
times when it was dangerous to share the good news of Jesus?”
 ʹ Allow them to answer, and then remind them that God calls missionaries 
to boldly tell other groups of people about Jesus. Paul was one of those 
missionaries, and there were many times when Paul endured hard times 
sharing about Jesus.
 ʹ Ask two or three strong readers to each read a portion of Acts 21:15-21. 
Explain that while many that Paul spoke with did believe in Jesus, there 
were others who did not. Paul was in danger because some of the Jews 
were afraid Paul was preaching against them.
 ʹ Recruit six preteens to act out the drama (Pack Item 32). Inform preteens 
that this drama continues the story they were reading and starts in 
Acts 21:26, when Paul was in the Jewish temple. Allow preteens to 
perform the drama.
 ʹ Direct preteens to sit down after the drama, and ask them how they 
think Paul felt. Ask: “Why did he continue to tell about Jesus, even when 
he knew he would be in danger?”
 ʹ Explain that missionaries face many dangerous situations. We need 
to pray for the safety of the missionaries. We also need to learn from 
missionaries, from Paul and from the Bible that even when it’s difficult, 
we can tell others about Jesus.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
TEACHING PICTURE 13
 ʹ Display the Teaching Picture and encourage preteens to retell the story. 
 ʹ Using the review questions (page 85), ask preteens to determine how 
difficult each specific question is to answer. 
 ʹ Explain that kids will use a number system to share the difficulty or ease 
of answering the question—the number one is easy to answer and the 
number five is difficult to answer. 
 ʹ Choose a volunteer to answer each question. Preteens should give a 
thumbs up if they think the answer is correct and a thumbs down if they 
think the answer is incorrect. 
 ʹ Ask preteens what they can take away from today’s lesson.
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LIFE POINT People can tell about Jesus even in difficult times.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › How did the believers 
in Jerusalem treat Paul? 
(They welcomed him.)

 › How did Jews who had 
seen Paul in Asia treat 
him? (They beat him and 
wanted him killed.)

 › What did Paul tell the 
crowd? (how he met Jesus 
on the way to Damascus)

 › What did Paul say to 
make the crowd so 
angry? (that God wanted 
everyone to be saved, 
even the Gentile people)

 › What kept the soldiers 
from beating Paul? (Paul 
was a Roman citizen.)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
Romans 8:28.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 3 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 22)
 ʹ Draw attention to the “Unit 3 Verse” poster (Pack Item 22). Ask preteens 
to read the verse with you.
 ʹ Ask if anyone remembers what the important words they have already 
studied mean. The words are “receive power,” “Holy Spirit,” and 
“witnesses.” Listen to kids’ answers.
 ʹ Explain that today you will look at the words Jerusalem, Judea and 
Samaria.
 ʹ Ask: “Do you know what the names of these places mean?”
 ʹ Ask: “Who wrote the Book of Acts?” (Luke) Explain that the words of 
Acts 1:8 were actually Jesus’ last words on earth before He was taken 
up to heaven. Jesus was speaking to His disciples, who understood 
Jerusalem to be the center of their ministry. They were to go to Judea, 
the area surrounding Jerusalem, and tell people about Jesus. Then the 
disciples were to go beyond Judea, to Samaria, to tell about Jesus. 
 ʹ Form two groups. Choose a group to begin saying the verse. Explain 
that groups will take turns saying the verse, and each time the group 
says the word you, the group should point to the other group and that 
group will pick up saying the verse where the first group stopped. 
Continue to say the verse in this manner until the entire verse has been 
spoken aloud.
 ʹ Repeat this activity several times, challenging the groups not to use the 
verse poster when saying the verse aloud.
 ʹ Remind preteens that missionaries are Christians called by God to boldly 
tell another group of people the good news about Jesus no matter the 
danger. 

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Remind preteens that God has a plan for Christians to be witnesses to 
all those around them. Sometimes there is danger, but as Christians tell 
about Jesus the good news will spread to everyone.
 ʹ Pray for the preteens, that they will be bold and determined to be 
witnesses to those God has called them to reach.
 ʹ Dismiss preteens to Live It Out groups.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

CHOICE 1
SPREAD THE LOVE, “TELL ABOUT JESUS’ SECRET MESSAGE” 
(ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Distribute supplies and give each preteen a piece of watercolor paper 
and a paintbrush. 
 ʹ Place the cups of water on the table, and instruct preteens to create 
a big heart in the center of their paper using just the water and the 
paintbrush. Instruct them to fill in the heart with water, using the brush. 
 ʹ Explain that God has asked us to tell others about Jesus’ love. The 
whole world needs to hear about God. When we share with someone 
and she believes, and then she shares with someone who also believes, 
the good news of Jesus will reach around the world.
 ʹ Once preteens finish filling in their “hearts” with water, guide them to 
place one drop of food color or ink in the center of the heart and watch it 
spread! 
 ʹ Remind preteens that the Holy Spirit will give us the power to share 
about Jesus.
 ʹ Allow the art to dry while preteens complete “Tell About Jesus’ Secret 
Message” on the Activity Page either individually or as a group.

CHOICE 2
THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS, “TELL ABOUT JESUS’ SECRET 
MESSAGE” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Remind preteens that when Jesus ascended to heaven, He sent the 
Holy Spirit to help Christians. It is the Holy Spirit who gives the power to 
tell others about Jesus. 
 ʹ Place the plate where everyone can see and fill it with milk. Explain that 
this milk represents the world without Jesus.
 ʹ Add about four drops of food color to four different areas of the plate of 
milk. Explain that these drops represent us. 
 ʹ Using the cotton swab, gently move the food color through the milk and 
explain that we are called to go throughout the world to share the good 
news of Jesus. On our own, this is a tough thing to do.
 ʹ Pour a few drops of dish soap into the bowl and dip another cotton 
swab into the dish soap. This dish soap represents the Holy Spirit. Once 
the swab is loaded with soap, press the cotton swab into the center of 
the plate of milk. The food color will spread to the outside edges of the 
bowl. Explain that we can not successfully share Jesus on our own; we 
need the power of the Holy Spirit to help us. It is the Holy Spirit’s power 
that draws people to Christ.
 ʹ If preteens have not already completed “Tell About Jesus’ Secret 
Message” on the Activity Page, encourage them to do so now.

CHOICE 1 
 › Activity Pages 

 › watercolor paper, 2 
cups of water per table, 
paintbrushes, food color 
or ink, paper towels

CHOICE 2 
 › Activity Pages 

 › milk, food color, dish 
soap, small bowl, cotton 
swab

 › You will need a plate 
with a lip to hold liquid.
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CHOICE 3
SPREAD THE WORD, “TELL ABOUT JESUS’ SECRET MESSAGE” 
(ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Direct preteens to form two teams. 
 ʹ Assign one of the squares on the floor as the home base for the first 
team and the second square as the home base for the second team.
 ʹ Give everyone a straw, and then drop a good number of cotton balls in 
the middle of the floor.
 ʹ Inform the preteens that they need to move the cotton balls into their 
squares on the floor using no parts of their body. They can only use the 
straws and their breath. The square on the floor with the most cotton 
balls wins.
 ʹ Start the game and give the preteens enough time to get all the cotton 
balls into the squares.
 ʹ Count the cotton balls and announce the winner.
 ʹ Ask the preteens how hard it would have been if they had to move all 
the cotton balls by themselves. What if they couldn’t use their breath?
 ʹ Explain that God wants us to spread the good news of Jesus to 
everyone around us, but we are never alone. God gave us a community 
of believers to help us. But even more than that, he gave us the Holy 
Spirit!
 ʹ Lead preteens to complete “Tell About Jesus’ Secret Message” on the 
Activity Page.

WRAP UP
 ʹ Wrap up today’s session by praying for the preteens. Ask them if they 
know of anyone who needs to hear about Jesus. Take prayer requests 
and pray for those who need to hear about Jesus, as well as the 
preteens who are going to share about Jesus with others.
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Activity Pages

 › straws, cotton balls, 
masking tape

 › Before Live It Out 
groups, clear out a 
space for the game to 
be played. Mark off two 
squares, about 2-by-3-
feet, on the floor with 
masking tape. The 
squares should be a few 
feet apart from each 
other.

WRAP UP
 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

LIFE POINT People can tell about Jesus even in difficult times.
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Unit 3, Session 5

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

Do you have a favorite teacher from childhood or adolescence? Maybe a 
coach inspired you to work harder to achieve benchmarks, or a teacher 
wisely advised you on how to handle a difficult situation. Perhaps a mentor 
guided you toward reaching your career goals, or a school counselor helped 
you evaluate the best courses of action. Some people are gifted to lead and 
teach others. One such person in the Christian faith is Paul. 

The church entrusted Paul with the gospel for the (uncircumcised) 
Gentiles; Peter proclaimed the gospel to the (circumcised) Jews. Although 
the men accepted their assignments, no permanent great divide existed in 
their ministries: Paul preached to both Jews and Gentiles in the synagogues, 
and Peter shared Christ with Cornelius and his household, all of whom were 
Gentiles. 

For some time Peter enjoyed the combined fellowship that included both 
Jews and Gentiles until “false brothers” persuaded him, not only to stop his 
association with the Gentile Christians, but also to withdraw and separate 
himself from them. Paul condemned his actions and opposed Peter to “his 
face” for his hypocrisy and for leading others, including Barnabas, away 
from what had been visible and relational unity in Christ. Paul’s words were 
tough to hear but an important lesson to learn. Paul’s lesson to Peter, and all 
of us, was clear: We are justified, made right, with God, through faith alone 
in Jesus. Salvation is not based on outward signs or works. Paul reminded 
Peter that Jewish birth did not bring salvation. Jesus’ death and resurrection 
brought salvation!

With Christ, Paul stood crucified, dead to his old life. Paul summed up 
his teaching (verses 19-20) when he explained that he lived for God because 
Christ lived in him and faith in Christ was the only way to have salvation.

How do you struggle with the two sides of the “faith coin”—grace based 
versus works based? Can you recall times when you have emphasized what 
you or others have done over faith in Christ alone?

How can you help the kids in your group understand how to live as 
believers in Jesus? What ways can you assist them in understanding what it 
means to be a Christian?

PAUL TAUGHT PETER

LEVEL OF BIBLICAL 
LEARNING
God allows people to 
join Him in His work 
throughout the world. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFERENCE
Galatians 2

SUGGESTED FOR THE 
WEEK OF
May 31

Additional training for Bible Studies for Life: Kids is available at ministrygrid.com/web/biblestudiesforlife.

LIFE POINT
People can help 

others know how to 
live as believers 

in Jesus.

UNIT VERSE
But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has 
come on you, and you 
will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth. 
Acts 1:8 (CSB)

WEEKLY BIBLE VERSE
I have been crucified with 
Christ, and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me. 
Galatians 2:20 (CSB)
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 › Pack Item 33 

 › Bible, tape

 › No advance preparation 
or supplies needed

 › Videos

 › Printables: “Unit 3 
Missions: Africa”–Print 
the missions story.

 › 10 pennies–Hide the 
pennies in the room.

PAUL TAUGHT PETER

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

“PREPARE TO SHARE ABOUT JESUS 5” (PACK ITEM 33)
 ʹ Place the final piece of the picture, Pack Item 33, on the wall with the 
other Pack Items used during Practice Bible Skills this month.
 ʹ As the kids have probably already guessed, the Pack Items form a cross. 
Ask: “Why is the cross the central message of Christianity?” “Why is this 
message something we want to share with everyone, everywhere?”
 ʹ Ask preteens to practice using their Bibles by finding and reading the 
following verses out loud: Isaiah 43:10; Galatians 6:9; and Matthew 
28:19-20. Discuss how each of these verses add to our call to tell others 
about Jesus. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

BE THE TEACHER
 ʹ Direct all preteens to one side of the room. 
 ʹ Explain that you have three facts about cats that you want to teach them, 
but you are going to need help.
 ʹ Ask two volunteers to help you, and move those two preteens away 
from the other kids so they can’t hear what you are saying. 
 ʹ Teach the two volunteers these three facts: There are over 500 million 
domesticated cats in the world. Cats can’t taste sweetness. A group of 
cats is called a clowder. Once the two preteens know these facts, ask 
each of them to choose two more kids to teach the facts.
 ʹ Continue allowing those that learned the three facts to choose two more 
preteens to teach until all the preteens have learned the facts.
 ʹ Ask preteens what they learned about cats. 
 ʹ Explain that we can’t teach what we don’t know about Jesus, but that 
once we do know, we are called to teach. Ask preteens to share what 
important information others should learn about Jesus. 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 ʹ Challenge kids to locate and bring you the pennies hidden in the room.
 ʹ Explain that the cost to keep an international missionary on the job for 
one minute is about ten cents.
 ʹ Review the missions story or show the video “A True Story.”
 ʹ Ask: “Why is every minute important to a missionary working with 
people who have never heard about Jesus?”
 ʹ Pray and thank God for providing everyone with the ability to give 
offerings to missions, whether the amount is large or small. Ask God to 
protect and guide the missionaries as they do their work. 
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 › Pack Items 21, 22

 › Teaching Picture 14

 › Activity Pages

 › Music

 › Videos

 › index cards–Write the 
words to Acts 1:8, one 
word per card.  

1. GETTING TO THE POINT
“UNIT 3 BANNER” (PACK ITEM 21)
 ʹ Pointing out the Unit Banner, Pack Item 21, remind preteens that God 
has asked us to tell others about Jesus.
 ʹ Explain that people need to learn what it means to be a believer in 
Jesus, and we need to tell them.
 ʹ Show the “Notebook Bible Story” video.

2. LOOK IN THE BOOK
“THE RIGHT AND THE WRONG” (ACTIVITY PAGE), TEACHING 
PICTURE 14
 ʹ Direct preteens to listen to the phrases you are about to say. If they 
believe the phrase is a fact, they are to raise their hands. If they believe 
the phrase is an opinion, they are to keep their hands down. Say: 

 ● In order to wash your hands properly, you are to use soap and water. 
(fact) 

 ●When you come to a stop sign, you should stop your vehicle. (fact) 
 ● In order to grow in Christ, you must learn about Him. (fact) 
 ●Sunday is the best day of the week. (opinion) 
 ● It’s OK to lie if it keeps you from getting into trouble. (opinion)

 ʹ Ask preteens how they would feel if they knew someone who was a 
Christian was doing something wrong. Would they do something about 
it? Challenge preteens to think about their responses as they hear 
today’s Bible story.
 ʹ Briefly summarize Galatians 2:1-10. Use the Bible story summary on the 
back of the Teaching Picture if needed. Display the Teaching Picture.
 ʹ Ask two preteens to take turns reading aloud Galatians 2:11-14.
 ʹ Ask another preteen to read aloud Galatians 2:15-21.
 ʹ Explain that this can be a hard passage to understand, but what is 
happening here is that Peter (Cephas) was saying one thing but doing 
another. He was giving into peer pressure and going against what he 
knew was right. Paul told Peter he was not right. What Peter was doing 
was hurting the church. Paul knew what was right, and he went to Peter 
and pointed out what Peter was doing was wrong.
 ʹ Explain God wants us to help each other live as believers in Jesus. We 
are to encourage and help each other. If someone is doing something 
against what the Bible says, and that person claims to be a Christian, we 
are to help him grow by telling him the truth about what he is doing.
 ʹ Complete “The Right and the Wrong” together on the Activity Page.

3. REVIEW CHALLENGE
 ʹ Ask: “In what ways was today’s story difficult for you?” 
 ʹ Remind preteens for those who follow Christ, we know what is right by 
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LIFE POINT People can help others know how to live as believers in Jesus.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
 › What did Paul and the 
church leaders agree on? 
(that Paul should go and 
preach to the Gentiles)

 › How did Peter change 
when believing Jews 
came from Jerusalem? 
(Peter withdrew from 
the Gentiles. He stopped 
speaking to them and 
eating with them.)

 › How did Peter’s behavior 
affect other believers in 
Antioch? (They followed 
Peter’s example and 
withdrew from the 
Gentiles, too.)

 › What did Paul do about 
Peter’s behavior? (He 
spoke to him in front of 
everyone.)

 › Can people be saved by 
following rules? (no)

 › How are people saved? 
(by faith in Jesus)

Option: Memorize the 
Weekly Bible Verse:  
Galatians 2:20.

studying our Bible. This will teach us how to live as Christians. 
 ʹ When we or our Christian friends go against what is in the Bible, that is 
wrong.
 ʹ Read each review question and supply two answers to each question, 
one right answer and one wrong answer. Ask preteens to identify which 
is the correct answer and which is the wrong answer.

4. UNIT VERSE CHALLENGE
“UNIT 3 VERSE” (PACK ITEM 22), (MUSIC)
 ʹ Ask preteens to read the Unit Verse on Pack Item 22.
 ʹ Remind preteens that last week they learned about “Jerusalem, Judea 
and Samaria.” Ask preteens to tell what was significant about those 
places. 
 ʹ Explain that today they will be looking at the last important phrase of the 
verse, which is “end of the earth.” Allow preteens to tell you what this 
means. 
 ʹ Toss the prepared cards for Acts 1:8 in the air. Begin playing “Go Tell the 
World,” and instruct preteens to gather the cards and place the words in 
the correct order, using the verse poster for reference. 
 ʹ Cover the verse poster, gather the cards, mix them up, throw them in the 
air again, start the music again, and challenge preteens to put the cards 
in the correct order before the song ends. 
 ʹ Repeat one more time, challenging the group to complete the activity 
in the fastest time possible. Read the verse together once it has been 
placed in the correct order.  Remind preteens that as Jesus’ last words 
on earth, He was giving everyone a final command. He was telling the 
disciples and all who come after how important it is to teach others 
about Jesus. Everyone, everywhere needs to know how to have a 
relationship with God.

5. APPLY THE BIBLE AND PRAY
 ʹ Show the “Mooseberry Life Action” video.
 ʹ Remind preteens that Christians need to know what God wants them to 
do. Listening to other Christians and reading the Bible help people know 
how to live as believers.
 ʹ Take a moment to pray for those Christians that speak into the lives of 
the preteens. This may be their parents, their teachers at church, their 
pastor, friends of their parents, or their own friends.
 ʹ Pray also for the preteens as they learn how to speak biblical wisdom 
into their Christian friends.
 ʹ Thank God that we can find truth in Scripture and in godly counsel.  
 ʹ Dismiss preteens to Live It Out groups. Tell preteens to take their Activity 
Pages with them to their groups.
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MISSIONS EMPHASIS

INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY

LEADER BIBLE STUDY

LIVE IT OUT

PRACTICE BIBLE SKILLS

STUDY THE BIBLE

 CHOICE 1
WATCH IT GROW, “HOW TO GROW” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Remind preteens that after we become Christ followers, God wants us to 
grow. 
 ʹ Allow each preteen to choose a Mason Jar™ and a foam brush. 
 ʹ Pour each color of paint into a different bowl, and allow preteens to 
choose which color paint they would like to use to paint their jars. 
 ʹ Instruct preteens to use a small amount of paint to paint the inside of the 
jar. They are not trying to cover the inside of the jar completely, they are 
just adding a bit of color. Using a small amount of paint will allow it to dry 
quicker.
 ʹ Use the paper towels to wipe off preteens’ hands.  
 ʹ While the paint dries, lead preteens to complete “How to Grow” on the 
Activity Page.
 ʹ Once the jars are dry, fill them with potting soil. 
 ʹ Using a bit of water, moisten the soil.
 ʹ Sow the seeds one-fourth inch into the soil. Lightly pour water on top of 
the seeds. (But don’t get the soil too soggy.)
 ʹ Cover the jar with plastic wrap.
 ʹ Place into gallon-sized zip top bags for the purpose of transporting the 
plants home.
 ʹ Instruct preteens to leave the jars in sunlight and to water lightly every 
few days. Their plants will grow in 7 to 14 days. 
 ʹ Direct preteens to take off the plastic wrap once the sprouts form.
 ʹ Remind preteens that just like these plants, God wants us to grow to be 
more like Him. 

CHOICE 2
MISSIONARY FOLLOW-UP AND SERVICE PROJECT, “HOW TO 
GROW” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Remind preteens of the missionary they met during session 1 and of the 
project you decided on to help the missionary in session 2. 
 ʹ Spend time preparing for and carrying out this project. 
 ʹ Complete “How to Grow” on the Activity Page.
 ʹ Remind preteens that serving others and sharing about Jesus are ways 
we grow in Christ.

CHOICE 1 
 › Activity Pages

 › mason jars (1 per 
preteen), acrylic paints 
in a few colors, foam 
brushes, bowls, potting 
soil, peppermint seeds, 
water, paper towels, 
plastic wrap, gallon-size 
zip top bags

Teaching Tip: Acrylic 
paint will stain clothing.

CHOICE 2 
 › Activity Pages

 › Supplies and preparation 
will be dependant on the 
project that was planned 
at the beginning of the 
month.
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CHOICE 3
“PRACTICE TRUE FRIENDSHIP” (PACK ITEM 34), “HOW TO 
GROW” (ACTIVITY PAGE)
 ʹ Remind preteens that people can help others know and live as believers 
in Jesus. People need to know what God wants them to do. Sometimes 
believers make wrong choices, and God asks other believers to help 
them get back on the right path.
 ʹ Ask preteens to form groups of two or three, forming four groups total.
 ʹ Hand each group a “Practice True Friendship” card from Pack Item 34. 
 ʹ Instruct one preteen from each pair or group to read the card. He is to 
role play how he would handle the situation.
 ʹ Give each group about three minutes to role play, and then have the 
groups switch cards and go through the process again with the other 
preteen in each pair during the role play. Continue until all groups have 
had all cards and every preteen has participated.
 ʹ Teach preteens that when we are believers in Christ, we are to help 
each other grow. Also remind preteens it is important to be loving and 
not judgmental of others. 
 ʹ Pass out Activity Pages and allow preteens to complete “How to Grow.”

WRAP UP
 ʹ Conclude the session. Pray for the preteens, thanking God that they can 
encourage and help one another as they grow in Christ. Ask God to help 
them spend time with Him, learn about Him, and seek wise counsel from 
other Christians.  
 ʹ Remind preteens to give the One Conversation™ pages to their parents.

CHOICE 3 
 › Pack Item 34

 › Activity Pages 

WRAP UP
 › No preparation or 
supplies needed

 

LIFE POINT People can help others know how to live as believers in Jesus.
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Suggestions for

with Special Needs

INCLUDING CHILDREN

Tracy E. McElhattan, Ph.D.

Every person is unique, and that fact is no different for children with disabilities. To support a child with 
disabilities, it is important to know his strengths and needs and make sure he is a valued part of your group. 

Consider adding these individual or small group activities to your plans when an alternate activity  
is needed or a large group activity is not the best option for your group.

UNIT 1
Session 1: Jesus Read the Scriptures
Life Point: Jesus taught He is the Messiah. 

Create a file folder activity for the Unit/Weekly 
Bible Verse. On heavyweight paper or index 
cards print each word of the verse/reference. Cut 
the words into rectangles. Gather hook-and-loop 
fasteners. Place a loop piece to the back of each 
word. Attach matching hook pieces to the folder, 
spreading them out to allow space for each word. 
Provide a copy of the verse/reference for kids to 
attach the words in order. For durability, laminate 
the folder. Attach an envelope to the reverse side 
of the folder to keep the words for future use. 

Session 2: The Sermon on the Mount
Life Point: Jesus taught about living for God. 

Provide copies of the One Conversation™ pages 
(back of Kids Activity Pages) or copies of a section 
of the Bible story Scripture. Gather a permanent 
marker, interlocking blocks, and masking tape. 
Choose several key words from the Bible story or 
Scripture and write each word on a piece of tape. 
Attach the tape pieces to blocks. Invite kids to work 
individually or in pairs to choose a block, find the 
word in the story or Scripture, and use the block to 
build a tower or structure.

Session 3: Jesus Taught About Forgiveness
Life Point: Jesus taught that believers should 
forgive others as God forgives them. 

On a sheet of paper write the words of the Weekly 
Bible Verse, leaving blank spaces for words 
relating to forgiveness. Photocopy the verse (1 per 
child). Provide bandages and fine-point markers. 
Guide kids to write the missing words on the 
bandages and attach them to the verse. Provide 
extra support by writing the words on bandages 
and assisting kids in locating the correct bandages. 
State that Jesus told us to forgive others when they 
do things that hurt our feelings. Remind children 
that Jesus will forgive people’s sins when they ask.

Session 4: Jesus Told Three Parables
Life Point: Jesus taught about God’s love. 

Fill a clear, sturdy container three-fourths full with 
rice, small pasta, or beans. Add small items that 
can be associated with the parables in Luke 15, 
such as plastic sheep, coins, a ring, and two plastic 
boy figures. Use decorative tape to seal the lid on 
the container and shake it to distribute the items. 
Supervise closely as kids locate the items and 
tell how they relate to the Bible story. For extra 
support, list the items on paper and lead kids to 
mark off each item they locate in the container. 
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Session 5: Jesus Taught About Giving
Life Point: Jesus taught that when we give, we 
worship and honor God. 

Gather a photo of a woman (to represent the 
widow) and a photo of some people (to represent 
the rich people), two small tissue boxes with slots 
cut in the top of the lids, a small tub partially filled 
with rice, two pennies, and pretend paper money. 
Place the photo of the woman next to one tissue 
box and the photo of the people next to the other 
box. Hide the pennies and paper money in the rice 
tub. Supervise closely as kids pull from the rice 
the various forms of offering and place them in the 
correct boxes. Remind kids that when we give with 
a cheerful heart, we honor God. 

UNIT 2
Session 1: The Crowd Welcomed Jesus
Life Point: Jesus is the Messiah. 

On heavyweight paper write the Unit/Weekly 
Bible Verse and the reference. Cut the paper to 
create a simple jigsaw puzzle. Affix a small piece 
of magnetic tape to the back of each puzzle piece 
and place the pieces on a clean metal cookie 
sheet. For extra support, on a sheet of paper write 
the verse/reference for kids to use as a guide while 
completing the puzzle.  

Session 2: Crucifixion and Resurrection
Life Point: Jesus took the punishment for 
people’s sins. 

Gather a marker and three to eight colored index 
cards. Consider your children’s strengths and 
needs and create a Bible story sequencing activity. 
On each card write a key statement or phrase from 
the Bible story. Examples could include: Jesus 
prayed in the garden, Soldiers arrested Jesus, and 
so on. Place the cards in a container. Encourage 
kids to read the statements and place them in 
the correct order. For extra support write the 
sequencing number on the back in small print so 
children can check their work. If your group of kids 
benefit from visual supports, add a small picture 
on each phrase to represent the phrase, such as a 
garden picture, soldiers, and so forth.

Session 3: Thomas Believed
Life Point: People can believe that Jesus is 
the Savior. 

Gather a wooden block stacking game, paper, 
scissors, marker, and mounting putty or tape. 
Attach individual words and the reference of  
John 3:16 to the blocks. Encourage individuals or 
small groups of kids to build the tower with the 
words of the verse in the correct order. After kids 
build their tower, challenge them to say the verse 
as players take turns pulling out blocks until the 
tower falls. For extra support, on a sheet of paper 
write the Bible verse and reference for kids to use 
as they build and play. 

Session 4: The Holy Spirit Came
Life Point: The Holy Spirit helps people understand 
God’s plan for salvation. 

Gather two different colored plastic cups and a 
permanent marker. On one cup write FALSE. On 
the other cup write TRUE. Use the Bible story to 
create several true and false review statements. 
The false statements could be unrelated silly 
statements or statements that are slight variations 
of the truth. Write the statements on slips of paper 
and place them in a basket or container. One 
at a time invite kids to choose a slip, read the 
statement, and place it in the correct cup. Be sure 
to include statements that emphasize that the Holy 
Spirit is still at work today and that Jesus promised 
the Holy Spirit would come to help His followers.
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UNIT 3
Session 1: Paul and Barnabas Became Missionaries
Life Point: God chooses some people to go to other 
places and tell about Jesus. 

Set up an art station with a variety of supplies. 
Guide individuals or small groups to visit the station 
and draw a picture of people they could tell about 
Jesus or places where they could tell. For support, 
include pictures of children for kids to glue on their 
papers. Provide cards with prompt words, such as 
Jesus, school, friend, soccer, baseball, dance class, 
library, store, neighbor, or places familiar to your 
kids. Invite kids to share their pictures with friends 
and encourage them to tell others about Jesus.

Session 2: Paul Listened to God
Life Point: People can tell about Jesus, and the Holy 
Spirit will help them. 

On cards write each word/reference of the Unit 
or Weekly Bible Verse. Make two sets. Scramble 
the cards and place them facedown in rows on a 
table. After kids match the cards, lead kids to place 
the words in the order and read aloud the verse. 
If needed, provide a written copy of the verse for 
children to use. For individual play use one set of 
cards. Invite a child to turn over the cards and place 
them in order. State: “God gives the Holy Spirit to 
believers to help them tell others about Jesus.”

Session 3: Paul Taught in Athens
Life Point: People can tell about the one true God. 

Create different colored large hearts from paper. 
In the center of the hearts write God is _____. 
Provide markers, copies of the Unit or Weekly Bible 
Verses, and One Conversation™ pages (back of 
Kids Activity Pages). Lead kids to look at the verses 
and Bible story, find words that describe God, and 
write them on the hearts. Alternatively, on a sheet 
of paper write various attributes of God. Photocopy 
the sheet (1 per child). Lead kids to cut out the 
words and glue them onto the paper hearts. 
Suggest kids give their paper hearts to others and 
explain the words.

Session 4: Paul Preached to an Angry Crowd
Life Point: People can tell about Jesus even in 
difficult times. 

Gather One Conversation™ pages (back of Kids 
Activity Pages) and emoji stickers. Consider 
creating your own stickers by drawing emojis on 
dot stickers. Assist kids in locating on their pages 
various places to add the stickers and deciding 
which stickers to use. Remind children that even 
though Paul faced people who were angry and had 
strong feelings, he did not stop telling the people 
about Jesus. We can tell people about Jesus when 
we face challenges, too. 

Session 5: Paul Taught Peter
Life Point: People can help others know how to live 
as believers in Jesus.

Gather a file folder, clothespins, permanent marker, 
and various pictures of believers, such as someone 
reading a Bible, attending church, in a kids’ group 
at church, worshiping/singing, and praying. Glue 
pictures around the perimeter of the folder. On 
each clothespin write a word to match each picture. 
Invite kids to match each clothespin to a picture. If 
desired, write short answers to review questions on 
clothespins. Lead kids to answer the questions and 
attach the clothespins to the Teaching Picture.  
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SONG LYRICS

JESUS TEACHES US
(Chorus)
Jesus teaches us and shows us
How to live, He grows us
In faith and truth and love
Jesus teaches us to know Him
In all His ways we’ll grow in
Faith and truth and love
Jesus teaches us

He taught about living
With the things He did
He taught about loving
With the way He lived
Taught about forgiveness
With the grace He showed
If Jesus did it, we can know
It’s the only way to go 

(Repeat All)

(Repeat Chorus)

Jesus teaches us
Jesus teaches us

Words and music by Paul Marino and Jeremy 
Johnson. Arr. by Paul Marino and Jeremy 
Johnson. © 2019 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) 
(admin by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7132596.

I WILL FOLLOW YOU
When I don’t know which way to go,
Your Word’s a lamp unto my feet
When I’m afraid, You help me know
Your plans are good, so good for me

(Chorus)
I will follow You, Jesus, show me 
the way
I will trust in You, Jesus, oh, come 
what may
I will follow You
I will follow You, Jesus, show me 
the way
I will trust in You, Jesus, oh, come 
what may
I will follow You, Jesus
I will follow You

You keep me safe. You hold 
my hand.
You are the Shepherd of my life.
I choose to live by Your commands.
You are my Savior and my Guide.

(Repeat Chorus)

Down in the valleys
Up to the mountains
I will follow You. Lead the way.

(Repeat Chorus)

Words and music by Wayne Tester and Esther 
Maus-Tester. Arr. by Wayne Tester. © 2018 Van 
Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP)/McKinney Music, Inc. 
(BMI) (both admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o Music 
Services, www.musicservices.org). All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. CCLI #7114110.

THE SAVIOR KING
Oh, how He loves
Giving forgiveness
Oh, how He cares 
For all He made
Without His love
Where would I be?
Without His loss
What could I gain?

(Chorus)
The Son of God
The sinless sacrifice
The perfect One
The Lamb who gave His life
For all mankind
To open heaven’s door
The Savior King, Jesus Christ 
the Lord

(Repeat All)

For God so loved us
He sent His Son
So those who believe
Could become His own
God so loved us
He sent His Son
So those who believe
Could become His own

(Repeat Chorus 2x)

The Savior King, Jesus Christ 
the Lord
The Savior King, Jesus Christ 
the Lord

Words and music by Jeffrey B. Scott. Arr. by 
Jeffrey B. Scott. © 2019 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP) (admin by LifeWay Worship c/o Music 
Services, www.musicservices.org). All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. CCLI #7132601.
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Duplication of song lyrics is prohibited.

RISEN INDEED
Come, come and see
God’s victory
Come, come believe
He is alive
Come, come receive
His love and liberty
Come, come believe 

(Chorus)
Jesus is alive. The stone is rolled 
away.
There’s nothing left inside just an 
empty grave
Hope for the world is risen indeed
Jesus is alive. He set the captive 
free.
Now everyone can have life 
eternally 
Hope for the world is risen indeed

Come, come and see
God’s victory
Come, come believe
He is alive
Come, come receive
His love and liberty
Come, come believe 

(Repeat Chorus 2x)

Words and music by Paul Marino and Jeremy 
Johnson. Arr. by Paul Marino and Jeremy 
Johnson. © 2018 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) 
(admin by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7114108.

GO TELL THE WORLD
Go tell the world
Tell the world about Jesus
Go tell the world
So that they will know
Go tell the world
Tell the world about Jesus
Go tell the world
So that they will know

His Spirit goes before us  
Beside us to guide us
His Spirit goes before us
To lead us on
As believers in Him
We’ll share the love He’s given
People need to know 
About the one true God

(Repeat All)

Go tell the world
Tell the world about Jesus
Go tell the world
So that they will know

Go tell the world
Tell the world about Jesus
Go tell the world
So that they will know. Go!

Words and music by Paul Marino and Jeremy 
Johnson. Arr. by Paul Marino and Jeremy 
Johnson. © 2019 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP) 
(admin by LifeWay Worship c/o Music Services, 
www.musicservices.org). All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. CCLI #7132595.

LIVE IT OUT LOUD
In the days of old
When faith was new
The Son of God proclaimed,
“You will take My Word
To the ends of the earth
With my Spirit go out in My name.”
 
(Pre-Chorus)
Living boldly
For His kingdom
Telling all the world
 
(Chorus)
When I live like He lives,
When I serve like He serves,
God will help me
Live it out loud
With compassion for all
I can love like He loves
God will help me
Live it out loud (Repeat 2x)

In my every day
Living faith anew
I can walk in Jesus’ name
I can take His words
To the ends of the earth
With the Spirit go out in His name

(Repeat Pre-Chorus & Chorus)
 
For one another 
We come together
Sister and brother, one and all
To tell the good news
Stand for each other
We’re here to answer His call

(Repeat Chorus)

Live it out loud
Live it out loud

Words and music by Jeffrey B. Scott. Arr. by 
Jeffrey B. Scott. © 2019 Van Ness Press, Inc. 
(ASCAP) (admin. by LifeWay Worship c/o Music 
Services, www.musicservices.org). All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. CCLI #7114132.
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A note from William Summey, Publishing Team Leader

KIDS

ENGAGE KIDS IN THE BIBLE WITH !
Reinforce lessons every week with cards containing games, 

Bible facts, and family activities.

range to
bottom edge

Kids

JESUS HEALED THE 

OFFICIAL’S SON
John 4:46-54

Younger Preschool: Jesus 

helped people because He 

loved them.

Middle Preschool: Jesus 

healed sick people.

Older Preschool: Jesus 

performed miracles.

Parents, today's 

lesson focus 

was from 

JESUS 

category of 

the Levels 

of Biblical 

Learning. Each 

child learned at 

the level that's 

right for them!   

For more about 

LOBL, go to 

www.lifeway.

com/LOBL

HEAD

TextJesus helped the man’s son. Jesus could do things no one else could do. Jesus loves people. Jesus loves you and your family. Thank God for Jesus.

TRACE 
THE 

LETTERS 
WITH 
YOUR 

FINGER.

lifeway.com/biblestudiesforlife • 800.458.2772
ORDER TODAY.

Prices and availability subject to change without notice.

Available 
for

 preschoolers 
and kids.

JESUS HEALED THE OFFICIAL’S SON
John 4:46-54

Younger Kids: Jesus restored life.
Middle Kids: Jesus performed miracles through the power of God.

Older Kids: Jesus performed miracles because He is God’s Son.

Parents, today's 

lesson focus was 

from JESUS

category of the 

Levels of Biblical 

Learning. Each child 
learned at the level 
that's right for them!   
For more about 

LOBL, go to www.

lifeway.com/LOBL

Answer: miracle

READ THESE CLUES. WHAT IS THE WORD? 
 This is an unusual event or happening.
  This is something that only God or Jesus 
can do.

  Examples are healing blind people, 
walking on water, stopping a storm, and 
raising a dead person.

JESUS DID MIRACLES IN GOD’S POWER. JESUS IS THE ONLY SON OF GOD. SING A PRAISE SONG TO JESUS

Admit Believe Confess
Admit to God that you are a sinner. 
The first people God created chose 
to sin and disobey God. Ever since 
then, all people have chosen to sin 
and disobey (Romans 3:23). Tell 
God you messed up and you are 
sorry for doing your own thing and 
turning away from Him through 
your thoughts, words, and actions. 
Repent, turn away from your sin. 
(Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9) Repent doesn’t 
just mean turning from doing bad 
things to doing good things. It 
means turning from sin and even 
from your own good works and 
turning to Jesus, trusting only in Him 
to save you.

Believe that Jesus is God’s Son and 
accept God’s gift of forgiveness 
from sin. You must believe that 
only Jesus can save you and you 
cannot save yourself from your sin 
problem—not even by praying to 
God, going to church, or reading 
your Bible. Your faith or your trust 
is only in Jesus and what He did 
for you through His life, death, and 
resurrection. (Acts 16:31; Acts 4:12; 
John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9)

Confess your faith in Jesus Christ 
as Savior and Lord. Tell God and tell 
others what you believe. If Jesus is 
your Savior, you are trusting only in 
Him to save you. Jesus is also Lord, 
which means He is in charge and 
calling the shots in your life. You 
can start following Him and doing 
what He says in the Bible. You are 
born again into a new life and look 
forward to being with God forever. 
(Romans 10:9-10,13)

The word gospel means “good news.”  
It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation.  

Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

 God rules. The Bible tells us God created everything, including you and me, and He is in  
charge of everything. Recite Genesis 1:1 from memory or read it in the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11  

and Colossians 1:16-17.

 We sinned. Since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God (Romans 3:23). The 
Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 

deserves God’s punishment of death (Romans 6:23).

 God provided. Read John 3:16 aloud. God sent His Son Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to 
rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. 

Jesus alone saves us. Read Ephesians 2:8-9.

 Jesus gives. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus 
gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! 

Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

 We respond. We can respond to Jesus. “The ABCs of Becoming a Christian” is a simple tool that helps 
us remember how to respond when prompted by the Holy Spirit to the gift Jesus offers.
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