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How to Make the Best 
Use of This Issue

Whether you’re the teacher or a student—

1. Start early in the week before your class meets.

2. Overview the study. Review the table of contents and read the study 
introduction. Try to see how each lesson relates to the overall study. 

3. Use your Bible to read and consider prayerfully the Scripture pas-
sages for the lesson. (You’ll see that each writer has chosen a favorite 
translation for the lessons in this issue. You’re free to use the Bible 
translation you prefer and compare it with the translation chosen for 
that unit, of course.)

4. After reading all the Scripture passages in your Bible, then read the 
writer’s comments. The comments are intended to be an aid to your 
study of the Bible. 

5. Read the small articles—“sidebars”—in each lesson. They are intended 
to provide additional, enrichment information and inspiration and to 
encourage thought and application.

6. Try to answer for yourself the questions included in each lesson. 
They’re intended to encourage further thought and application, and 
they can also be used in the class session itself.

If you’re the teacher—

Do all the things just mentioned, of course. As you begin the study with 
your class, be sure to find a way to help your class know the date on which 
each lesson will be studied. Here are some suggestions to guide your lesson 
preparation: 
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A. In the first session of the study, briefly overview the study by iden-
tifying for your class the date on which each lesson will be studied. 
Lead your class to write the date in the table of contents on pages 
9–10 and on the first page of each lesson. 
• Make and post a chart that indicates the date on which each lesson 

will be studied.
• If all your class has e-mail, send them an e-mail with the dates the 

lessons will be studied. 
• Provide a bookmark with the lesson dates. You may want to include 

information about your church and then use the bookmark as an 
outreach tool, too. A model for a bookmark can be downloaded from 
www.baptistwaypress.org under the “Teacher Helps” menu.

• Develop a sticker with the lesson dates, and place it on the table of 
contents or on the back cover. 

B. Get a copy of the Teaching Guide, a companion piece to this Study 
Guide. The Teaching Guide contains additional Bible comments plus 
two teaching plans. The teaching plans in the Teaching Guide are 
intended to provide practical, easy-to-use teaching suggestions that 
will work in your class.

C. After you’ve studied the Bible passage, the lesson comments, and 
other material, use the teaching suggestions in the Teaching Guide 
to help you develop your plan for leading your class in studying each 
lesson.

D. Teaching resource items for use as handouts are available free at 
www.baptistwaypress.org under the “Teacher Helps” tab. 

E. Additional Bible study comments on the lessons are available online. 
Call 1–866–249–1799 or e-mail baptistway@texasbaptists.org to 
order the Premium Commentary. It is available only in electronic 
format (PDF) from our website, www.baptistwaypress.org. The price 
of these comments for the entire study is $5 per person. A church or 
class that participates in our advance order program for free shipping 
can receive the Premium Commentary free. Call 1–866–249–1799 or 
see www.baptistwaypress.org to purchase or for information on par-
ticipating in our free shipping program for the next study.
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F. Additional teaching plans are also available in electronic format 
(PDF) by calling 1–866–249–1799. The price of these additional 
teaching plans for the entire study is $5 per person. A church or class 
that participates in our advance order program for free shipping can 
receive the Premium Teaching Plans free. Call 1–866–249–1799 or see 
www.baptistwaypress.org for information on participating in our free 
shipping program for the next study.

G. Enjoy leading your class in discovering the meaning of the Scripture 
passages and in applying these passages to their lives.

H. You may read a preview of each new lesson from the Baptist Standard 
at www.baptiststandard.com. Click on the “Resources” tab. The 
Baptist Standard is available online for an annual subscription rate of 
$10. Subscribe online at www.baptiststandard.com or call 214–630–
4571. (A free 90-day trial subscription is currently available.)

Do you use a Kindle?

This Connect 360 Bible Study Guide, along with several other studies, is 

available in a Kindle edition. The easiest way to find these materials is 

to search for “BaptistWay” on your Kindle or go to www.amazon.com/

kindle and do a search for “BaptistWay.” The Kindle edition can be stud-

ied not only on a Kindle but also on your smartphone or tablet using the 

Kindle app available free from amazon.com/kindle.
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ate of Hardin-Simmons University and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. She loves ministering with her husband, Dr. Darin Wood, senior 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Midland, Texas; and being mother to their 
son, Joshua. A former children’s minister and worship leader, she now serves 
in various volunteer capacities with her church and works as a free-lance 
writer and pianist.

Vivian Conrad wrote lessons four through eight and the accompanying 
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Introducing

Miracles:  
The Transforming 

Power of Jesus
THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

What can we learn from the miracles recorded in the Gospel of Matthew? 
The word “miracle” has been used extensively in our culture. Many songs, 
movies, TV shows, books, and products have incorporated the word “mira-
cle” or “miracles” within their name. And so, the use of the word “miracle” 
almost seems commonplace today. But as we study the miracles of Jesus, we 
need to understand what a miracle really is. The classic definition is this: “A 
miracle is an interruption of the laws of nature which can only be explained 
by divine intervention.” The miracles of Jesus are unquestionable displays 
of God’s power. 

Matthew was a witness to the transforming power of Jesus. We benefit 
greatly from his detailed accounts of the great miracles of Jesus.

Background on the Book of Matthew

The Gospel of Matthew was written by the former tax collector (Matthew), 
one of the original twelve apostles. The numerous Old Testament ref-
erences found in the Gospel likely indicate it was written for a primarily 
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Jewish audience. There is great care taken to show Jesus as the long-awaited 
Messiah who was described by the prophets in the Old Testament. Many 
scholars believe the Book of Matthew was written sometime between 60–70 
a.d.

Matthew has much to say about Jesus Christ the King, the law, religious 
defilement, the Sabbath, Jerusalem, the temple, David, the Messiah, and 
Moses. And of course, Matthew, by recording the miracles of Jesus, con-
firmed Jesus’ deity and claims to be the Savior of the world. His miracles 
included:

• Cleansing a leper
• Healing two paralytics
• Cooling a fever
• Calming a storm
• Casting out demons
• Raising a girl from the dead
• Giving sight to two blind men
• Restoring speech to a man made dumb by demons
• Healing every other kind of disease and sickness 

To say the least, in this book we find a simply amazing display of power. 
Since the beginning of our BaptistWay Press study series, we have focused 
on the Book of Matthew five previous times. We believe studying scriptures 
directly about Jesus on a regular basis is important, so we provide a study 
of a Gospel each year. Each study begins with a new emphasis and fresh out-
lines in which lessons are created. 

Miracles in Our Day

Do you need a miracle today? A miracle doesn’t have to be Jesus calming the 
storm or healing a leper. A miracle is when Jesus shows up and touches a 
person who is in need. When God forgives a sinner and accepts that person 
into His family, it requires a miracle. Salvation is the greatest miracle of all. 

Our prayer is that this study of the Gospel of Matthew will reawaken us 
all to the transforming power of Jesus. Over and over in this Gospel, Jesus 
turns into victory what our adversary intends for defeat.
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Matthew 19:26 says, “And looking at them Jesus said to them, “With 
people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” nasb

MIRACLES

Lesson 1 Overcoming Temptation Matthew 4:1–11

Lesson 2 A Leper and the Touch of 
Jesus

Matthew 8:1–4

Lesson 3 Christ the Healer Matthew 8:14–17

Lesson 4 The Perfect Storm Matthew 8:23–27

Lesson 5 Power Over Death Matthew 9:18–19; 23–26

Lesson 6 A Desperate Touch of Faith Matthew 9:20–22

Lesson 7 A Sabbath Miracle Matthew 12:9–13

Lesson 8 The Miraculous Feeding Matthew 14:14–21

Lesson 9 Get Out of the Boat! Matthew 14:22–33

Lesson 10 From Desperation to Faith Matthew 15:21–28

Lesson 11 Mission Impossible? Matthew 17:14–21

Lesson 12 The Great Dilemma Matthew 17:24–27

Lesson 13 The Master’s Touch Matthew 20:29–34

Christmas 
Lesson

The Miracle of the Virgin Birth Matthew 1:18–25
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Commentary—Abridged Edition: New Testament. Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Zondervan, 1994.

Bruce Barton, Philip Comfort, Grant Osborne, Linda K. Taylor, and Dave 

Veerman. Life Application New Testament Commentary. Carol Stream, 

Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. 2001.

Craig L. Blomberg. “Matthew.” The New American Commentary. Volume 22. 

Nashville: B&H Publishing Group, 1992.

D.A. Carson. “Matthew.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary. Revised Edition. 

Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2010.
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Jeffrey A. Crabtree. “Matthew.” The Randall House Bible Commentary. First 

Edition. Nashville, Tennessee: Randall House, 2015.

R.T. France. The Gospel of Matthew. The New International Commentary 

on the New Testament. Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans 

Publishing, Inc. 1999.

David Garland. Reading Matthew. Macon, Georgia: Smyth and Helwys 

Publishing, Inc., 1999.

Max Lucado. Life Lessons from Matthew. Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas 

Nelson, 2018.

John MacArthur. “Matthew 1–7.” The MacArthur New Testament 

Commentary. Chicago, IL: The Moody Bible Institute, 1987.

Grant R. Osborne and Phillip W. Comfort. “Matthew.” Life Application Bible 

Commentary. Carol Stream, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, 1996.

Charles R. Swindoll. Swindoll’s Living Insights New Testament Commentary. 
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Notes

1. Listing a book does not imply full agreement by the writer or BAPTISTWAY PRESS® 
with all its comments.
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Introduction

Perhaps it’s because I have an eight-year-old son, but the word impossible is 
more than an adjective around our house; it’s a dare. For example, did you 
know it’s impossible to:

• Touch your nose or the bottom of your chin with your tongue?
• Fit your whole fist in your mouth?
• Write the digit six on a piece of paper while moving your foot 

clockwise in a circle?
• Eat a spoonful of cinnamon?
• Lick the tip of your elbow?
• Sneeze with your eyes open?

If you haven’t tried any of these by now, ask an eight-year-old boy. Maybe 
that’s how Ethan Hunt (main character in Mission Impossible movies) 
started? “Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to sneeze with 
your eyes open.” Thankfully, Hunt went on to more interesting impossible 
missions.

Jesus knew we would have a fascination for the impossible: we gawk 
in awe when the amazing occurs before us, and relish accolades when we 
accomplish things unexpected. However, some things still elude our abili-
ties, but Jesus assured us no task is beyond his ability; certainly not the 
salvation of human souls. He said, “With people this [i.e., salvation for a rich 
person] is impossible, but with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26). 
As we begin our study of miracles in the Book of Matthew, you may wonder 
why we’re starting with Jesus’ temptations. He didn’t perform a miracle in 
the wilderness, or did he?

Because it requires supernatural work, defeating temptation is no less 
a miracle than giving sight to the blind, raising the dead, saving someone 
by faith through grace, or calming a stormy sea. Satan provokes and tanta-
lizes us, using specific enticements to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10), 
attempting to sabotage what God desires for us and those we influence. 
What can our Savior’s approach to temptations teach us about combatting 
our enemy? 
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Matthew 4:1–11
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty 

nights, He then became hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to 

Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become 

bread.” 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on 

bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the Mouth of God.’”
5 Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on 

the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son of 

God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, 

‘he will coMMand his anGels concerninG you’;

and

‘on their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not strike 

your foot aGainst a stone.’”
7 Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘you shall not put 

the lord your God to the test.’”
8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed 

Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 9 and he said to 

Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.” 
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘you shall worship 

the lord your God, and serve hiM only.’”11 Then the devil left Him; and 

behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.

A Dare to Dine (4:1–4)

Following the heavens’ glorious unfolding at his baptism (Matt. 3:13–17), 
the Spirit immediately led Jesus into Judea’s desert wilderness—west of the 
Jordan River and the Dead Sea—for the express purpose of testing by Satan 
(4:1). What a strange follow-up to a thrilling experience. To be led to the 
wilderness by the Spirit who had affirmed him using a dove’s form seems 
almost cruel. As God’s Son, couldn’t he have had a moment to bask in that 
glorious affirmation and allow others to recognize and celebrate him?

Instead, Jesus fasted for forty days, isolated in the wilderness—prepar-
ing for his upcoming ministry. It’s no wonder he was hungry (4:2). Imagine 
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Just What I Need5

In the mid-twentieth century, psychologist Abraham Maslow con-

structed the Hierarchy of Needs, detailing, in priority, the requirements 

for human beings’ psychological health and growth in learning. (It has 

been expanded through subsequent research.) At its base are biological 

and physiological survival needs (food, drink, air, and shelter). The next 

level is safety needs (protection, security, stability). Third, are belong-

ing and love needs (affection, relationship). Fourth, are esteem needs 

(achievement, status). The hierarchy continues with cognitive needs, 

aesthetic needs, self-actualization, and transcendence.

Reviewing Satan’s temptations, we see he approached Jesus with 

the four most basic levels. He tempted him with food (biological and 

physiological needs), with protection from the Father (safety and love 

needs), and with power and status (esteem needs). None of these 

things was innately evil. All people need food, to know they are loved 

and will be protected, and are honored, appreciated, and have influ-

ence. But “temptations are one of the enemy’s ways of trying to get 

a person to go contrary to God’s specific will . . . The very nature of a 

temptation is that it can be subtly construed . . . by perverting a good 

thing to a bad use.”6

Transcendence
Helping other

to self-actualize
Self-actualization
Personal growth,
Self-fulfillment

Aesthetic needs
Beauty, balance, form, etc.

Cognitive needs
Knowledge, meaning, self-awareness

Esteem needs
Achievement, status, responsibility, reputation

Belonging and Love needs
Family, a�ection, relationships, work group, etc.

Safety needs
Protection, security, order, law, limits, stability

Biological and Physiological needs
Basic life needs—air, food, drink, shelter, warmth, sex, sleep, etc.

higher
needs

motivating
needs
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his exhaustion; his resources were depleted. Matthew focused on three sig-
nificant temptations Satan issued after those days. In fact, the Books of 
Mark and Luke state Satan tempted Jesus throughout the forty days. Our 
enemy thrives on striking when we’re alone and physically weak. He sought 
to destroy God’s plan for humanity’s salvation by leading Jesus to disobey, 
thus forfeiting his perfect holiness, the very thing we needed to gain righ-
teousness (2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24; Jeremiah 23:6). 

Satan began two of his temptations by saying, “If you are the Son of 
God” (4:3). In Greek, the word if is less uncertain than it appears in English; 
it’s better translated surely. Satan wanted Jesus to feel the need to affirm his 
identity, suggesting Surely you are the Son of God, (with a tinge of sarcasm, I 
suspect), indeed, you have the right to satisfy your own needs and desires, regard-
less of God’s expectations.

Thus, Satan appealed to the most basic physical need: hunger. Knowing 
Jesus’ power as God, he suggested Jesus turn stones into bread by simply 
speaking it. However, fasting was God’s will (desire for that situation) for 
Jesus, and yes, even hunger. For Jesus to command bread from stones would 
have been a good thing for his well-being but would have led him outside 
God’s will for his incarnational experience. 

Jesus had to choose: succumb to his physical desires or please the Father; 
exploit his power to avoid discomfort or submit to God’s plan of suffering. 
Jesus did not feel a simple “I-had-to-work-through-lunch-today” hunger. He 
desperately needed and deserved food. Though fully God, Jesus was also 
fully human. He knew hunger’s pangs better than most of us by that point 
in his forty-day experience. 

Human desire is a strong force. To resist such a basic need required mirac-
ulous will-power and self-control provided by the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23). 
Jesus later proclaimed, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and 
accomplish His work” (John 4:34), so he chose obedience, even suffering, 
trusting God would supply his needs at the right time and in the right way 
(cf. Philippians 4:19). To combat his enemy, Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 8:3: 
“Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of 
the mouth of God” (4:4). His reply is our example. We, too, are instructed 
in Ephesians 6:17 to use “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 
Scripture is our offensive weapon against Satan’s attacks, and it is the super-
natural intervention we need when enticed to sin. 
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A Dare to Dive (4:5–7)

Satan came again to Jesus, leading him (probably in a vision) to stand at the 
temple’s high point in Jerusalem, daring him to throw himself down (4:5–6). 
Ironically, the devil quoted from Psalm 91, tempting Jesus to jump off the 
pinnacle, thereby displaying his command and authority, for angels would 
naturally protect and preserve their Lord (Ps. 91:11–12; cf. Matt. 26:53). 
Satan tried to play on Jesus’ ego, challenging him to put himself in mortal 
danger, not for Jesus’ destruction, but rather, for him to prove God’s love by 
jumping to God’s protection since he protects the faithful.

Jesus replied, “‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test’” (4:7; 
Deuteronomy 6:16), knowing Satan’s suggestion was foolish. Jesus didn’t 
need God to prove his love; he’d received a confirmation at his baptism 
(Matt. 3:17). Satan wanted him to create an artificial crisis. Risking his life 
(and the subsequent jump to safety) would be an act of self-interest, “inap-
propriately testing his Father’s love, trying to manipulate him”1 into a rescue. 

Today, we test God’s promises of safety with our choices. Just one more 
cookie, we rationalize, daring God to keep our bodies healthy. Just one more 
glance at that attractive person, we think, daring God to keep our minds pure 
and relationships sound. Just one more________. You fill in the blank with 
your greatest struggle. Temptation is not a sin; giving in is (cf. James 1:13–
15). Essentially, Satan tempts us to doubt God’s best is fulfilling and to step 
outside God’s guardrails of wisdom and protection to satisfy our desires, as 
though trying to prove we can manage our lives better than our Creator. 

A Dare to Show Devotion (4:8–11)

Failing at two attempts, Satan, ever-vigilant, tried again to destroy Jesus’ 
character and redeeming work. This time he tempted Jesus’ commitment to 
God’s sovereignty by taking Jesus to a high place from which he could view 
“all the kingdoms of the world and their glory,” meaning the world and all 
it offers (4:8). Notice Satan didn’t point out the problems which come with 
the world.

Obviously, there is no such mountain from which to see the entire 
known world, so this was also a vision. Ancient peoples placed altars to God 
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and idols of false gods on “high places” (e.g. 1 Kings 3:2; Deut. 12:2), thus 
Satan’s choice of locale. Would Jesus practice idolatry and prostrate himself 
before Satan in this exalted place (4:9)? Or would he hold to the command-
ment to “have no other gods” (Exodus 20:3)? Would Jesus be tempted by the 
lure of immediate power and prominence? God promised the Messiah “the 
nations as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Your posses-
sion” (Psalm 2:8). But that promise first requires the cross’ shame and agony. 
Satan’s suggestion is a short-cut, luring Christ to forfeit God’s will, and by so 
doing submitting to Satan’s will, thereby committing idolatry. While Satan 
does have influence in the world, he certainly overstates his authority to 
offer it to Jesus (see Luke 4:5–6; cf. Matt. 28:18). God is still sovereign.

Jesus replied with a direct and authoritative command: “Go, Satan;” 
more strongly interpreted as “Get away from me.” He added with force 

Jesus’ Temptation Battle Plan

Jesus gave us the example. Now, we can take practical steps to battle 

temptation.

• Connect with God. Jesus spent concentrated time with God, so 

he knew God well, and could determine if Satan’s suggestions 

were in keeping with God’s character or desires. Prayer and Bible 

study are critical to knowing God’s heart.

• Be alert. Satan’s twisted use of Scripture didn’t deceive Jesus. 

Jesus recognized the roaring, devouring lion (1 Peter 5:8) who 

disguises himself as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14).

• Know the cost. Jesus considered what he’d be forfeiting: “the joy 

set before him” (Hebrews 12:2), and God’s pleasure. What will you 

lose as a result of sin?

• Remember God’s promises. Jesus knew God loved him and 

would not abandon him. Believers have the Holy Spirit within 

(Romans 8:5–10), are never forsaken, and are aided by God 

(Heb. 2:18; 13:5; 4:16).

• Respond appropriately. Jesus knew God’s Word. We can’t answer 

temptation with Scripture if we don’t know it. Read, study, and 

memorize verses specific to tempting areas in your life.
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Deuteronomy 6:13, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve (i.e. 
fulfill religious duty to) Him only” (4:10). With this command, “the devil left 
him” (cf. James 4:7), and angels came to minister2 to Jesus (4:11). The angels’ 
arrival didn’t merely provide sustenance for the starving Son of God, but also 
affirmed him. Angels act as God’s messengers and emissaries, serving and 
worshiping him. Jesus didn’t call them in response to Satan’s dare, so these 
angels probably lined up in heaven for the chance to celebrate his victory and 
take him some food. It may have been quite a party in that wilderness!

Implications and Actions

Will You Dare to Trust?
Deuteronomy 6:5 challenges us to love (i.e. live loyally toward) God with 

all our heart, soul, and might. Jesus loved God with his heart by choosing 
God’s will over his desires; with his soul, by refusing to succumb to ego; and 
with his might, by rejecting a shortcut to power. Furthermore, none of these 
temptations were executed publicly to prove his Messiahship to the masses. 
There was no earthly crowd to celebrate his faithfulness. The temptations 
tested his trust in God’s provision; he refused to exercise his Messianic 
powers in order to satisfy his own desires.3

Denying ourselves when tempted can be difficult (cf. Matt. 16:24) and 
lonely, yet sometimes God allows that path in order to strengthen us for 
even greater challenges to come. While at first glance it may seem unkind, 
it’s no less necessary than athletes gradually building stamina in preparation 
for competition. If runners cannot endure a 5K, how can they expect to com-
plete a marathon? If Jesus had given in to any of these temptations, could he 
have withstood the cross’ rigors? Perhaps God was building his endurance 
through this experience. Perhaps he’s doing the same for you and me. 

Though he intended to destroy God’s work in and through Jesus (and in 
believers today), Satan cannot act independently of God’s divine sovereignty 
(cf. Job 1:7–12). Our temptations may not be exactly the same, but because 
Jesus was human, he was indeed tempted in every way we are (Hebrews 4:15) 
and became our example for victory. We can trust 1 Corinthians 10:13: “No 
temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but 
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with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be 
able to endure it.” Will you rely on the Holy Spirit, wield God’s Word, and 
stand firm?

Questions

1.  Consider and discuss the following: “The word tempted is the verb 
peirazo, which can mean either tempt or test. A temptation is an 
enticement to get a person to go contrary to God’s will, as Satan 
attempted with Jesus. A test tries to get a person to prove himself or 
herself faithful to God’s will, with the right intention that the person 
passes the test. Scripture is clear: God never tempts anyone to do 
evil (James 1:13), but God does use circumstances to test a person’s 
character or resolve with the intended purpose of promoting good ends 
(e.g., Heb. 11:17).4 

2. Review Deuteronomy 8:3. Do you find it significant that Jesus used a 
verse about the Word of God while speaking the Word of God to Satan? 
Why or why not?

3. Compare and contrast Jesus’ answer to Satan in 4:4 to John 4:34 
and 6:35. Discuss the implications of all three.
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4. Explore the idea that Satan was challenging Jesus’ trust in God’s safety 
by risking his life in a jump from the temple’s pinnacle. In what ways do 
you and others you know test God’s protection by trying to step outside 
guardrails intended to safeguard, shield, and shelter?

5. Share an example of a good thing perverted into a bad thing in terms 
of temptation to sin. For example, a healthy physique is a good thing 
unless it becomes a driving force or idol. Then temptations (e.g., 
poor eating habits, dangerous drugs, or neglect of relationships and 
responsibilities) result in sinful behaviors to achieve that physique.

Notes

1. Michael J. Wilkins, “Matthew,” niv Application Commentary; Accordance/OakTree 
Software, Inc. electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004), 160.

2. “Minister” is Gr. diakoneo, the root of “deacon;” cf. Acts 6 where deacons served food to 
widows.

3. Donald A. Hagner, Matthew 1–13, Volume 33A, Word Biblical Commentary. Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan, 2000, 66. Electronic text hypertexted and prepared by OakTree 
Software, Inc. Version 1.7.

4. Wilkins, 155.

5. http://www.fengshuidana.com/2012/03/06/can-this-pyramid-help-you-live-up-to-
your-potential-in-life/. Accessed 3/18/2019.

6. Wilkins, 158, 166.
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Introduction

I remember the 80s: parachute pants and legwarmers, mixtapes, Trapper 
Keepers, Apple IIe computers, and Blockbuster stores. I remember 
Challenger’s Explosion, the Reagan assassination attempt, “We Are the 
World,” and the Berlin Wall’s collapse. 

I also remember the AIDS scare—the fear—because few even knew what 
the disease was. To have AIDS was the equivalent of first century leprosy. In 
both cases, people assumed the sickness was a consequence of sinful behav-
ior. Both were isolated and ostracized. A boy only two years older than me, 
Ryan White, who contracted AIDS from a blood treatment, wasn’t permitted 
to return to his school when his diagnosis became known. Few people would 
get within arm’s length of those suffering from either AIDS or leprosy. 

Diseases can do more than damage bodies; they can build walls that 
separate and isolate people, creating alienation and loneliness. Leprosy in 
the first century demoralized its victims. Jesus’ cleansing touch was the only 
lifeline for healing and hope. Likewise, sin can also do more than damage 
bodies; it, too, can build walls separating and isolating people, creating alien-
ation and loneliness, and demoralizing its victims. Jesus’ cleansing touch is 
the only lifeline for healing and hope. Today, using leprosy as a metaphor for 
sin, we will see Jesus at work, and be challenged to lead others to his cleans-
ing touch.

Matthew 8:1–4 

8 When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed 

Him. 2 And a leper came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, 

“Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” 3 Jesus stretched 

out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And 

immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4 And Jesus *said to him, “See 

that you tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest and present the 

offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”
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Down from the Mountain (8:1)

Matthew organized his Gospel by following Jesus’ baptism and temptation 
(chapters 3–4), with an introduction to Jesus’ ministry: “Jesus was going 
throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues . . . , and healing every 
kind of disease and . . . sickness among the people” (4:23; italics mine). He 
then used the next three chapters (5–7) to share some of Jesus’ teaching, 
followed by two chapters (8–9) describing ten of Jesus’ miracles. 

Matthew intended readers to grasp at least two things: 1) Jesus’ words 
and works proved he was the Messiah and God’s Kingdom had come, and 2) 
Jesus’ words and works held lessons to be understood and applied to life and 
discipleship. Jesus came for everyone, even the marginalized: Jewish lepers 
(8:1–4), Gentiles (8:5–13; cf. Romans 1:16; 3:29–30), and women, who at 
that time were considered second-class citizens at best (8:14–17). He broke 
down purity, ethnic, and gender barriers showing all are welcome in God’s 
Kingdom.

The authority with which Jesus taught (7:29) piqued people’s curiosity 
as to what he might do next, but most probably didn’t follow him as genu-
ine disciples. As Jesus descended the unnamed mountain in Galilee1 where 
he’d been teaching, “large crowds” (i.e., “many people”) followed him (8:1) 
and possibly watched with horror as a diseased man approached the popular 
Rabbi and knelt before him. 

Reaching Out to the Leper (8:2–3)

Rarely encountered in western culture today, leprosy (i.e., Hansen’s Disease) 
is cruel (see sidebar “Hansen’s Disease”). In the first century, Israelites 
greatly feared leprosy because it meant certain death preceded by life as a 
social outcast. To prevent infecting others, victims of leprosy were com-
manded, by Levitical law, to isolation. They were considered “unclean,” and 
therefore forbidden from society or corporate worship (Leviticus 13:1–17; 
45–46; Numbers 5:1–4). Anyone or anything in contact with a leper also 
became unclean. While other maladies needed healing (e.g., Matthew 4:24; 
8:8), in contrast, lepers needed “cleansing” (cf. 10:8), to have the root prob-
lem eradicated so effects would end.
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Presumably, the man who approached Jesus had this dreaded disease. 
However, the words translated leper (Hebrew: tazarus; Greek: lepros) and 
leprosy (Heb. tazar’at; Gr. lepra) do not always designate Hansen’s. It could 
mean any form of skin disorder, including psoriasis or ringworm, problems 
that can subside or disappear altogether. So, whether the skin problem was 
life-threatening or merely uncomfortable, it was nevertheless debilitating, 
whether temporarily or permanently. In this account, the leper bowed down 
(lit. to fall down to worship) before Jesus and asked him to make him clean 
(8:2). 

What made this man willing to approach Jesus? He was confident Jesus 
could heal him; the question remained if Jesus would. Jesus’ authority over 
disease was undeniable in this man’s mind, but like many of us, he wondered 
if Jesus would demonstrate mercy to exercise that power on his behalf. What 
seed of faith was planted which took root and bore fruit in his life? Standing 
far off in the distance, had he heard Jesus teach: “Ask, and it will be given to 
you . . . For everyone who asks receives . . .” (7:7–8)? Was that the catalyst for 
the hopeful faith he exhibited?

This man had faith and courage. Terrified shrieks likely echoed in his 
ears as he reached the crowd, making his way toward Christ while people 
shrank away from him. Many probably ran away in fear. Did his eyes strain 
only ahead, so he wouldn’t behold the horrified looks or risk making eye 
contact with those desperately trying to avoid him? According to Levitical 
law, he should have had torn clothes, an uncovered head, and held his hand 
over his lips, crying out, “Unclean! Unclean!” as he trudged toward Jesus 
(Leviticus 13:45). Were there jeers and catcalls reminding him he was not 
supposed to be among wholesome people? In that moment of panic, did 
anyone in the crowd remember Jesus had recently said: “Treat people the 
same way you want them to treat you” (Matt. 7:12)? However, what seemed 
impossible—being cleansed and reinstated to society—was not an impos-
sibility with Jesus (Matt. 19:26). The man was so convinced of this truth he 
risked everything to come before the Rabbi, even calling him “Lord,” a term 
which didn’t necessarily affirm Jesus’ divinity but certainly acknowledged 
him as God’s messenger. However, it’s doubtful he got close enough to touch 
Jesus, so he wouldn’t risk making the popular teacher unclean.

Uncleanness didn’t faze Jesus. While others backed away, he reached 
forward, answering the man’s question verbally and physically. Extending 
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his hand and touching him, Jesus said, “I am willing; be cleansed” (8:3). His 
action likely sent shockwaves through an onlooking crowd. Ceremonially 
clean people did not reach out to touch those who were unclean; to do so 
meant defilement, invited ostracism and probably questions about one’s 
sanity. While Jesus could have simply spoken healing over the man, he 
chose to touch someone who had likely not experienced the pleasure of 
loving human contact in a long time. What a blessing! Jesus’ words, “I am 
willing,” expressed his desire to heal and his willingness to touch the man. 
Miraculously, the leprosy was immediately cleansed, proving Christ’s power 

Hansen’s Disease

Leprosy (Hansen’s Disease) is a chronic illness caused by the bacteria 

Mycobacterium lepra, which infects the nervous system, eyes, skin, and 

mucous membranes. M. leprae multiplies slowly; symptoms can take six 

months to forty years to appear. Although ninety-five percent of adults 

are immune, the disease is transmitted primarily through coughing, 

sneezing, and close contact with untreated individuals, chimpanzees, 

mangabey monkeys, or nine-banded armadillos.

Leprosy typically begins with small patches of pale or pink discolored 

skin and numbness in nerve endings, often on cooler parts of the body 

such as eyes, nose, earlobes, hands, and feet. Spreading, it encrusts the 

skin with scales, sometimes growing spongy, tumor-like swellings on the 

body. Small muscles may become paralyzed, curling fingers, creating 

loss of sensation in the feet, or the inability to blink one’s eyes, which 

leads to blindness. 

The disease eats its way through the tissues to organs, bones, and 

joints, deforming the body as bones deteriorate and cartilage is absorbed. 

Due to decreased nervous system functionality, victims are unable to feel 

pain and may injure themselves unknowingly, resulting in further infec-

tions and tissue loss. Eventually, the body rots away, and victims die of 

exposure and blood loss.

Thankfully, modern antibiotics can cure the disease, but 200,000 

cases are reported yearly worldwide, with at least fifty percent in India. 

Some victims, lacking medical care, still live in segregated colonies, bear-

ing the stigma of the disease.2 
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over sickness, and that the man’s faith was well-placed. Did Jesus’ touch or 
his words cleanse the man? Perhaps both, because he found restoration for 
his body and heart. 

A Word of Instruction (8:4)

Although a crowd may have seen this interaction take place, the man’s heal-
ing may not have been immediately visible to onlookers. Jesus, knowing 
human nature, knew word would spread, so his first instruction to the man 
was to tell no one about this miracle (8:4). Jesus wasn’t a side-show won-
derworker or doing marvelous acts to pursue political ambitions; he had an 
eternal agenda. Talk about this miracle would make his mission more chal-
lenging if people were urging him to overthrow Roman rule. 

As proof he came to fulfill the law and prophets, not abolish them 
(Matt. 5:17), Jesus then instructed the man to fulfill Levitical protocol: going 
to the priest and presenting an offering. Once a priest certified his cleansing, 
the man would be reinstated to society, welcome among family and friends 

Just How Bad is Sin?

Evangelist D.L. Moody (1837–1899) wrote:

Which is the worse—the leprosy of sin, or the leprosy of the 

body? For my own part, I would a thousand times sooner have 

the leprosy of the body eating into my eyes, and feet, and arms! 

I would rather be loathsome in the sight of my fellow-men than 

die with the leprosy of sin in my soul and be banished from God 

forever!3

Do you perceive sin as seriously as you regard leprosy? How does 

your view of sin compare to God’s view? Research verses to support your 

opinion. Does your perspective need change? It is time to repent and find 

wholeness with God (see James 1:23).
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and able to worship in the synagogues and temple. Furthermore, a priest’s 
acknowledgment of the man’s healing (the “testimony to them”) would con-
firm Jesus’ authority as God’s messenger. Even though many priests were 
developing hostilities toward Jesus, they could not deny he respected Old 
Testament law and demonstrated power over illness. Jesus still has the 
power to cleanse infirmities—and hearts. 

Today, sin—like leprosy—affects the whole person. It usually begins 
small and grows to something much more severe, invasive, dangerous, 
and even deadly. It spreads into multiple areas of our lives, eating its way 
through our spiritual marrow, deforming our perspectives, and rotting away 
relationships. We need cleansing, to have the root problem eradicated from 
our lives, so effects can end (see Psalm 51:7; Romans 6:2, 4, 11–14, 22; 8:2; 
1 Peter 2:24).

 Caught in cycles of poor choices, people find themselves alone, pow-
erless, and despairing. Whether trapped in pornography or prostitution, 
alcoholism or adultery, gluttony or greed, jealousy or judgmentalism, lies or 
lusts, unforgiveness or unrepentance, sin makes promises it can’t keep and 
leaves us with debts greater than we can pay. 

Regardless of their severity, skin disorders in the first century needed 
Jesus’ cleansing touch. Today, while we may grade varying degrees of sin, 
it’s still sin. Like the leper in today’s passage, we all need Christ’s cleansing 
touch, and when we humbly and boldly ask in faith, he gladly says, “Yes!” 
reaching his hand to pull us out of the mire in which we’ve buried ourselves 
(Ps. 40:2). 

Implications and Actions

What About You? What About Them?
For centuries, leprosy has been a metaphor for sin. But just as lepers 

were not beyond hope and redemption when they encountered Jesus (see 
also Matt. 26:6; Luke 17:11–19), neither are we as sinners. No one is beyond 
Christ’s reach or cleansing touch. When we come to him seeking cleansing 
with repentant hearts and confident, courageous faith, we’ll hear him gladly 
say, “I am willing. Be cleansed.” 
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According to Mark 1:45, the leper, presumably out of overflowing joy, 
disregarded Jesus’ instruction to silence and “went out and began to pro-
claim it freely and to spread the news around” that Jesus had healed him. We 
are under no such injunction. We are commanded to give an answer for what 
he’s done in our lives and proclaim the gospel (1 Peter 3:15; Matt. 28:20; 
Mark 16:15; see also Acts 1:8; Ps. 96:3, 105:1). Are we excited about the 
cleansing work God has done in us? How would others characterize our 
delight?

People around us need our touch. We can’t cleanse them, but we can lead 
them to Jesus, the one who can. We must not be afraid to touch the twenty-
first century’s unclean. Sometimes, they wear ragged clothing, but other 
times, they wear designer jeans. They may be calling out as troublemakers in 
class or as student government presidents. They may live in posh grandeur 
or have no home at all. Whether driving Pintos or Porsches, they need some-
one to step into life with them, investing in who they can be; loving who they 
are, and leading them to Jesus.

Will you be Christ’s hands and feet to someone unclean? Do you love 
that much, that deeply? Do you love selflessly? This week, whose life will 
you impact? Jesus’ touch changed a man’s destiny; perhaps your touch in 
someone’s life can be a catalyst for the same. 

Questions

1. Imagine or research life as a first-century leper. Where do you live? 
How do you survive? How do you feel? What efforts could keep you 
connected to family or friends? 
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2. If you’d been the infected man, would you have had the courage to 
approach Jesus the way he did? Why or why not? How, when, or where 
might you have approached Jesus differently?

3. Did Jesus’ touch or words cleanse the leper? Discuss the significance 
and ramifications of Jesus’ touch, both for the man and any onlookers, 
for those who heard about it later, and for the religious leaders who were 
rigid about observing Levitical law. How might you have responded in 
those roles?

4. Discuss similarities and differences between leprosy and sin. Have 
you ever felt like a leper? How has Christ brought cleansing or made a 
difference for you?
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5. Describe those considered unclean in your community (e.g., homeless, 
drug addicts, etc.). What can you, your Bible study group, or your church 
do to touch those lives for Christ? 

Notes

1. Traditionally believed to be near Capernaum. 

2. https://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articlekey=4132; https://
embraceavillage.org/both accessed 3/14/2019

3. D. L. Moody. “Spiritual leprosy has befouled many.” The D. L. Moody Year Book: A Living 
Daily Message from the Words of D. L. Moody. East Northfield, MA: The Bookstore, 1900. 
https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/devotional/12/3. Accessed 2/18/2019.
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Introduction

My story was pretty ordinary: sinful and forgiven; sick and healthy; wounded 
and found reconciliation. I’d known disappointment and celebration in 
life; had loved ones die while others survived. However, my world turned 
upside-down in February 2017 when doctors diagnosed my husband with 
non-Hodgkin’s Type B Lymphoma. 

• He didn’t fit the profile. This particular cancer usually strikes men in 
their twenties or sixties. He was 48. 

• It didn’t make sense. He was pastoring a great church. Our first 
anniversary of serving the church landed on the weekend he entered 
the hospital.

• The timing was awful. He had ministry plans for that spring, we had 
a five-year-old son, his mom was terminally ill, and we’d booked an 
anniversary trip out of the country. 

But cancer doesn’t follow any rules and doesn’t care what’s on your calen-
dar. So, for five months, our lives took a decidedly different turn: spending 
days in infusion labs, instead of shepherding church members. Three hos-
pital stays, instead of visiting others there; receiving prayer, instead of 
praying over others; and isolating himself because of a compromised immune 
system, instead of shaking hands, hugging widows, and fist-bumping kids. 
We depended on the mercy of friends and family for meals, babysitting, and 
grocery shopping, instead of opening our home to show them hospitality. 
My family was stretched and strained, desperate for God’s healing work. 

In this passage, we didn’t know how critical Peter’s mother-in-law’s con-
dition was, but did it matter? When we need a healing touch, we long to 
see God in action. I’m humbled to say God healed my husband, but that’s 
not everyone’s story. Carol is facing her third bout with cancer; Mack’s been 
fighting it for three years. Karen’s husband died only three weeks after his 
cancer diagnosis. Lisa has lived with chronic illness for a decade. Marci is 
infertile because of endometriosis. Reagan and Sean, both pastors, battle on-
going depression. Travis survived a diving accident but is now a paraplegic. 
Brenda mourns an abortion. Rob and Stacey regret being unfaithful to their 
spouses. Frank aches over his daughter’s suicide. Kara lives in a drug-rehab 
facility, far away from her husband and children. Kyle and Kristie long for 
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freedom from alcoholism’s hold. Our fallen world leaves scars on us. Only 
Jesus’ touch can heal the wounds it’s made.

Matthew 8:14–17 
14 When Jesus came into Peter’s home, He saw his mother-in-law 

lying sick in bed with a fever. 15 He touched her hand, and the fever 

left her; and she got up and waited on Him. 16 When evening came, 

they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast 

out the spirits with a word and healed all who were ill. 17 This was to 

fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “he hiMself took our 

infirMities and carried away our diseases.”

The Touch (8:14–15)

Matthew’s first-century audience was primarily Jewish, a culture where 
women were often considered expendable. They weren’t allowed past a cer-
tain point on temple grounds, were sometimes treated as commodities, and 
could be divorced and left destitute with little more than a word. Therefore, 
readers of that day probably didn’t expect to learn that Jesus—a rabbi and 
leader of men—cared so personally about an ailing woman.

This pericope is one of two miracles (see the other in 8:5–13) introducing 
Jesus’ ministry in Capernaum, his home base in Galilee. As was customary 
in the first century, families lived multi-generationally, and Peter married 
before becoming a Christ-follower (see also 1 Corinthians 9:5). Jesus per-
haps even lived with Peter’s family when in Capernaum, since he depended 
on hospitality for survival (cf. 8:20), so he may have regarded Peter’s mother-
in-law as a close friend or adopted-aunt or -mother. We know nothing else 
about her, from Scripture or ancient texts, but the fever may indicate she 
had malaria, or perhaps flu, pneumonia, or intestinal disease. Regardless, it 
was severe. Luke’s account of this experience in 4:38–39 (remember, he was 
a physician) also includes the descriptor, “high” (Gr. megas, i.e., great) fever. 
Bedridden by her sickness (8:14) and without effective treatment, death was 
a presumed outcome. 



38 MIRACLES: THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF JESUS

Jesus saw her lying there and responded counter-cultural to Levitical 
law, just as he’d done with the leprous man in 8:1–4. “Touching a person 
with a fever was forbidden in rabbinic tradition,”2 yet Jesus grasped her 
hand, and “the fever left her” (8:15). 

In a culture ignorant of germs, bacteria, and microorganisms, fevers 
were mysterious and considered a disease in and of themselves. Therefore, 
for a touch to bring instant healing was astonishing and evidence of God at 
work. However, that wasn’t all; she “got up and waited on him.” If she did 
have malaria, recovery generally takes two weeks to more than a month!3 
Jesus’ healing was instant and thorough. Her response to get up and serve 
not only proved complete healing but was likely an expression of gratitude.

The Word at Work (8:16)

That evening after sundown, since they could then carry infirm loved ones 
without breaking Sabbath laws (cf. Mark 1:21, 29; Luke 4:31, 38), people 
flocked to Peter’s doorstep, anxious for Jesus’ healing touch. Matthew 
divided those who came into two categories: the demon-possessed and the 
ill, revealing Jesus’ perspective of the two. At that time, most people related 
one with the other, mainly if disorientation occurred, because spirits were 
recognized as “agents of disease.”4 This account, however, reveals Jesus 
didn’t assume all illness resulted from demon-possession, nor did demon-
possession necessarily manifest itself as physical sickness. 

Though not a popular topic, demon-possession is nevertheless a reality 
(see Ephesians 6:12). More than seventy times, the New Testament addresses 
demons’ existence, and Christ-followers must acknowledge Satan’s forces. 
Now, as then, Jesus has the power with just “a word,” to cast out demons 
and purify the places where they’ve dwelled. According to Mark  16:17, 
Christ granted his followers the authority to do the same in his name (cf. 
Matthew 10:1, 8, Mark 9:38–40; 1 Peter 5:9). 

Matthew, an eyewitness, said “all” experienced healing, regardless of 
their problem. For this moment, Jesus chose to heal everyone who came, 
but that wasn’t always the case. John 5 reveals a “multitude” of “sick, blind, 
lame, and withered” lying by the pool of Bethsaida. However, Jesus made 
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Home Sweet Home

Although originally from Bethsaida (a few miles northeast), Peter lived 

with his family, including his brother Andrew (Mark 1:29), in Capernaum 

to be nearer the Sea of Galilee for their fishing business. When Jesus 

called them to be “fishers of men” (Matt. 4:18–20), he intended them to 

learn from him, obey God’s will for their lives, and evangelize, but not 

abandon their familial responsibilities. Consequently, their home became 

a place for Jesus to rest, dine, teach, and perform miracles. 

In 1968, archeologists excavated a site in Capernaum traditionally 

thought to be Peter’s home. Buried under layers of churches from the 

fourth and fifth centuries, they found a house built approximately 63 b.c. 

A synagogue was also excavated nearby, which seems consistent with 

Mark 1 and Luke 4.6 Today, the ruins of both still stand. In 1990, as part 

of a Franciscan monastery, Catholics built St. Peter’s Church over the 

home’s ruins as a pilgrimage site and to protect it from the elements. 

Architecturally, they designed the building to evoke the shape of a fish-

ing boat.

his way through that crowd and healed only one man. Why? We don’t know. 
Both of these accounts are descriptive narratives, not prescriptive. In other 
words, the Gospel writers were telling what they knew to be true for those 
moments; not explaining what Jesus would do every time he encountered 
the sick. 

Why is this significant? Because when we’ve approached God repeat-
edly for a powerful work, and it seems he’s not answering our prayer in the 
affirmative, or he answers no, we can become embittered and angry, disap-
pointed and aloof. We begin to doubt his goodness or that he genuinely has 
our best in mind. We even wonder why he’s withholding our hearts’ desires 
from us. But Jesus is never cruel; he is always loving (1 John 4:8; see also 
Hebrews 13:8; 4:15; Matt. 9:36).

God, as sovereign, chooses how and when to answer our prayers. It’s 
difficult for us, as created beings who earnestly desire control, to humbly 
submit to what will bring God the greatest glory (see John 11:4). It’s hard 
to admit that in his omniscience he knows what’s best, especially when 
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we desire something so profoundly for ourselves or someone we love. His 
broader perspective means we can trust he sees and knows what we cannot 
see and do not know.

For some questions, we don’t get an answer, but demanding answers 
isn’t living a life of faith. Surely in the church’s early days, believers won-
dered why the Apostle James was executed, but Peter lived on, miraculously 
released from prison (Acts  12:1–17). Couldn’t James have contributed 
to Christianity’s growth too? If we continuously succumb to “why?” and 
“what if?” questions, they’ll take us down a dark and unanswerable path 
that weakens trust in God’s character when he’s proven himself faithful. 
After learning her young adult son had died mysteriously, my friend Kay 
clung to these words she heard from the Holy Spirit: “Find peace in what you 
do know.” What did she know? She knew her son loved his family and as a 
Christ-follower had eternity in heaven. After twenty years, she still doesn’t 
know the why or how of his death. She has not forgotten her agonizing grief, 
but she knows God has always been with her, was with her son in his dying 
moments, and that her son is with him now.

The Fulfillment of Prophecy (8:17)

Because Matthew’s primary audience was Jewish, it was critical he related 
Jesus’ works and words to the Old Testament Messianic prophecies to prove 

Case Study

Jack and Diane’s daughter was born with a severe heart condition. After 

prayer vigils, surgeries, repeated hospital visits, and therapies, she is now 

a thriving, well-functioning ten-year-old. Kevin and Carrie’s son was born 

with a similar problem. After prayer vigils, surgeries, repeated hospital 

visits, and therapies, he passed away before his eighth birthday.

How do you reconcile these contrasts in your life and faith? Both cou-

ples still wonder why their children had the problem, and both wonder 

why their children lived or died. If they asked your opinion, what would 

you say?
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Jesus was, indeed, God’s Son.5 Therefore, he concluded this segment of his 
text quoting from Isaiah 53:4, remarkably applying the Messiah’s works to 
those living on society’s fringes: lepers, Gentiles, and women. 

Part of Isaiah’s work expressed the seventh century b.c. Jewish people’s 
longing for release from Babylonian exile. They felt God had forsaken and 
forgotten them (Isaiah 49:14) and awaited a divinely appointed leader to free 
them from captivity so they might return to Jerusalem to rebuild their home-
land and again worship in the temple (Is. 44:26, 28; 45:13). Unfortunately, 
lepers and Gentiles were not welcome to join them in worship, and women, 
only to a small degree. 

Nothing had changed in the first century a.d. These were still people 
who felt forsaken and forgotten, unwelcomed in society and worship. But 
by incorporating Isaiah 53:4, Matthew informed his readers that Jesus—
the prophesied Messiah—had come to free them (i.e., devoted Jews), and 
all people, in all times, in all places (cf. Galatians 5:1). He frees people from 
“infirmities” and “diseases” (i.e., sickness and pain), just as Isaiah prom-
ised the Messiah would, as well as from “transgressions” and “iniquities” 
(Is. 53:5; cf. 1 Corinthians 15:21–22).

 Jesus came to make human beings whole—in mind, body, soul, and 
spirit—and to provide an antidote to suffering and death, which became 
part of creation when sin entered the world (Genesis 3:8–19). Jesus’ healing 
ministry was only one aspect of his eternal work. His healings revealed his 
selfless heart; he never used his power to satisfy himself. His healings also 
witnessed to his deity and laid the foundation for his substitutionary death. 
Finally, Jesus’ healings were a down-payment, a foretaste of the fulfillment 
and wholeness in eternity when “He will wipe away every tear . . . ; and there 
will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, 
or pain” (Revelation 21:4). 

Implications and Actions

In 1901, after the deaths of five immediate family members in eleven years, 
Frank Graeff, a Methodist minister, wrote what became the hymn, “Does 
Jesus Care?” The refrain resounds: “O yes, he cares; I know he cares; his 
heart is touched with my grief.” 
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By healing people, Jesus proved he cares about our physical condition, as 
well as our spiritual fitness. As in today’s example, Jesus sometimes chooses 
to defy natural laws and intervene miraculously. In those moments, we know 
“with God all things are possible” (Matt. 19:26). And when our prayers aren’t 
answered as we’d hoped, we can still know with God all things—including 
disappointment and heartache—are possible to endure.

 Jesus has authority and power over illness, demonic influence, and 
nature. The heart of the gospel is this: sin maimed the perfect world God 
created, and Jesus is the only way it can find redemption. The work of the 
cross is far greater than healing from sickness. Though Isaiah’s prophecy 
promised the Messiah would heal physical ailments, it did not guarantee 
cures for everyone in this lifetime, but the new covenant assures us all we 
will find healing in the age to come.

Questions 

1. Why do you think Jesus chose to heal Peter’s mother-in-law? Why do 
you think she served Jesus when she got up? Note: “waited” in 8:15, is 
the Greek word diakoneo from which we get our word deacon. Compare 
this to Acts 6, where deacons served food to widows, as a humble and 
merciful act of discipleship.

2. What awareness have you had of demonic forces? What happened in 
those situations? 
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3. What are your thoughts about the contrast between demon-possession 
and sickness? Support your premise with Scripture.

4. Share a time you experienced God answering a prayer for healing. Have 
you prayed for healing or some other miracle and not received the 
answer you’d desired? What happened? How did either experience affect 
your faith? What helped strengthen or renew your faith if it faltered?

5. Do an Internet search for images or videos of Peter’s home in 
Capernaum. Two to review include:

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R0FEoZ3OMJc 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiB2RySuNTo
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Notes

1. A personal note: Today’s topic can reach into some deep places, revealing hurts and 
prompting challenges. Be prepared. Know that I prayed for you while writing this 
lesson, that God would enable every person to hear His word of truth for his or her 
heart. May today bring the first steps of freedom and hope. The journey of faith can 
include some dark valleys; God hasn’t answered all my prayers as I’d wanted, and I 
still don’t know why. The unknowns can be a source of struggle or blessing in our faith 
walk. Our perspective has a lot to do with our response. 

2. Donald A. Hagner, “Matthew 1–13,” Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 33A; Accordance/
Thomas Nelson electronic ed. (Waco: Word Books, 1994), 209.

3. https://www.medicinenet.com/how_long_will_it_take_to_recover_from_malaria/
ask.htm. Accessed 2/22/2019.

4. D.A. Carson, “Matthew,” Expositor’s Bible Commentary; Accordance/OakTree Software, 
Inc. electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1990). Most people believed illness was a 
consequence of specific sin, too, but Jesus did not necessarily equate personal sickness 
with personal sin (see John 9:2–3).

5. See also, for example, Matthew 1:22–23; 2:15, 17–18, 23; 3:3; 4:14–16; 12:17–18; 13:35; 
21:4–5; 27:9.

6. Michael J. Wilkins, “Matthew,” NIV Application Commentary; Accordance/OakTree 
Software, Inc. electronic ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004), 340.

6. Locate the lyrics or a recording of the hymn “Does Jesus Care?” and 
discuss its merits as compared to Scripture. Consider the following 
verses: Psalm 13, 22; Lamentations 3:21–24; Matthew 9:36, 14:27, 
15:32; Mark 1:41; John 3:16, 11:33–36; Romans 5:8, 8:18–39; 
1 Thessalonians 4:13; Titus 3:4–7; Hebrews 4:15; James 5:13; 
1 Peter 2:24, 5:7; 1 John 3:1.
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MAIN IDEA

The same Christ who calmed the 
storm is the Christ who keeps the 
universe in balance and every star in 
its orbit. 

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Do storms happen in the presence of 
Jesus?

STUDY AIM

To learn that the storms in my life 
can’t stand up to the power of Jesus.

QUICK READ

Storms create fear, but they never 
worry Jesus. Storms cause us to call 
for Jesus.

FOCAL TEXT

Matthew 8:23–27

BACKGROUND

Mark 4:35–41

The Perfect Storm
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Introduction

As the eldest of three, I spent much of my childhood trying to assert dom-
inance over my younger sister and brother. They continually resisted my 
will, even though I was physically bigger than either of them. My orders 
carried no weight unless I invoked a higher power. Adding “Mama says” 
elevated any command to a new level, because then it was backed by paren-
tal authority.

When Jesus spoke to the wind and waves, nature instantly obeyed his 
command. The disciples were confused because they had not yet recog-
nized Jesus as the divine Creator, even while all nature responded to his 
authority.

Matthew 8:23–27 
23 Then he got into the boat and his disc iples fol lowed 

him.24 Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves 

swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples went and 

woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!”
26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got 

up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.
27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even 

the winds and the waves obey him!”

Perfect Peace (8:23–24)

On most any airplane trip, it’s easy to tell the seasoned travelers from the 
rookies. Those who fly often appear relaxed and unconcerned, settling into 
their seats with earbuds, books, or electronic devices. Some sleep through 
much of the flight, not bothering to rouse themselves even if the plane hits 
heavy turbulence. Inexperienced fliers, on the other hand, often seem ner-
vous. They gasp, grip their armrests, and glance around uneasily at every 
bump or unfamiliar sound. The difference between the two groups is a sense 
of perceived danger. Experience has taught frequent travelers to trust the 
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aircraft and its crew. Those without such background tend to focus on poten-
tial hazards instead of present comfort.

For Jesus and his disciples, boats offered an accessible alternative to 
walking between cities. It seems to have been a restful mode of transpor-
tation for Jesus, away from the pressing crowds, for the Bible tells us that 
Jesus slept in the boat (Matthew 8:24, Mark 4:38). In much the same way 
that today’s airline passengers relax during their flights, Jesus laid down to 
rest with no thoughts of a potential threat from the waters. 

The Sea of Galilee, which figures so prominently is New Testament 
narrative, is a beautiful lake roughly eight miles across and a little over 
twelve miles long. It is the same body of water that Luke referred to as Lake 
Gennesaret (Luke 5:1) and John called the Sea of Tiberias (John 6:1; 21:1). 
In Jesus’ day, crossing to an opposite shore by boat was faster and much less 
strenuous than walking the lake’s perimeter. Sailing did pose risks, though. 
Because of the water’s low elevation (700 feet below sea level), the area was 
subject to unpredictable and violent storms when cold air rolled in over tall 
mountains to the east. As the cool air hit the warmer lake temperatures, the 
rising and falling air streams churned into storm systems. Squalls often hit 
without warning, causing peril to fishing boats and other crafts.

Jesus was probably exhausted from healing and teaching for sustained 
periods. On this occasion, the trip across the lake offered a much-needed 
opportunity to rest. But his sleep was not merely a product of fatigue. Jesus 
experienced the perfect peace of one who has no fear. While modern travelers 
place their trust in technology and human skill, they still must acknowl-
edge an element of danger whenever a plane leaves the ground. Jesus felt 
no such threat. He was no mere passenger at the mercy of nature’s whims. 
Nature itself was subject to Christ’s authority, for as the divine Creator he 
had authority over all.

A Divided Faith (8:25)

When a squall hit, the disciples panicked. The experienced fishermen among 
them knew what could happen if a boat capsized far from land. They had no 
recourse but to turn to Jesus for help.
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There is a clear divide in the disciples’ faith at this point. They had 
seen Jesus override natural law by healing incurable diseases. Though still 
infants in their spiritual understanding, they accepted his claim to divine 
connection. For that reason, his followers turned to Jesus for salvation at 
the point of peril. 

At the same time, the disciples were uncertain how far they could trust 
Christ’s power. Had their faith been strong, the disciples would have stopped 
with “Save us!” Instead, they demonstrated their uncertainty by adding a 
conviction of imminent death. They had some faith, but only a little. Their 
belief in Jesus’s ability to act was tempered by what they perceived as the 
reality of their situation—they were all about to die.

The Creator’s Authority (8:26)

Jesus addressed the divided nature of his disciples’ faith when he asked 
why they were afraid. If they believed Jesus was sent from God, spoke God’s 
word, and acted with his authority, then why would they doubt God’s deliv-
erance from a storm? The disciples had left their homes and families to 
follow Jesus, but they were still learning who he was. Jesus was challenging 
this group of men to decide if they wholeheartedly embraced their choice to 
acknowledge Christ as Lord. Theirs could not remain a partial commitment. 
Either his disciples were going to stake their whole lives—mind, body, and—
in Jesus as Messiah, or they might as well go home. A half-hearted loyalty 
would never survive the tests of true discipleship.

To prove his point, Jesus stood and gave a verbal command to the storm. 
It instantly fell away, for all things must obey their Creator. 

Jewish scriptures brim with divine intervention in natural law. The sun 
stood still for a day in Joshua 10:12–13. God sent a thunderstorm for Samuel 
(1 Samuel 12:18) and withheld rain for over three years at Elijah’s request 
(James 5:17). But in every instance, God acted in response to prayer. All of 
Israel acknowledged that God’s power and authority were the sources of any 
supernatural phenomena. 

Standing on the tossing boat, Jesus did not cry out to God for divine 
intervention as ancient prophets had done. He did not plead with God for 
help or mercy. Jesus simply spoke. It was Christ’s voice and authority to 
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which the elements responded with immediate compliance. Jesus was not a 
spokesman for God; he was and is God.

This brief account in Matthew sends the reader’s attention back to the 
original Creation story. Throughout the first chapter of Genesis, all things 
were compelled to obey the words of God—God spoke, and his will became a 
reality (ref. Gen. 1:3, 9, 11, 15, etc.). 

John began his Gospel by establishing Jesus as that Word, the agent 
of Creation—he was with God and was God (John  1:1–3). According to 
Matthew’s testimony, by this Word Jesus had healed a centurion’s servant: 
“Go, let it be done” and it was done (Mt. 8:13). He also “drove out the spirits 
with a word” (Mt. 8:16). 

In speaking to the storm, Jesus completed a sequence that proved his 
authority over sickness (the physical world), demons (the spiritual world) 
and elements of nature (the natural world). This trifecta fulfilled the 
requirements of God’s law, which mandates that “a matter must be estab-
lished by the testimony of two or three witnesses” (Deuteronomy 19:15). 

Debating Identity

Since the beginning of Christianity, people have struggled with Jesus’s 

identity. One of the first controversies that erupted within the early 

church centered around the nature of Christ. Was it possible for Jesus 

to be at once fully God and fully human, or did he seem to be one or 

the other? Some argued that God only took on the appearance of a man, 

and consequently could not have physically died on the cross. Others 

maintained that Jesus was an elevated man, higher than other humans, 

but not equal to God. 

The Greek terms that emerged at the forefront of the debate were 

homoousias (same substance/essence) and homoiousias (similar 

substance/essence). The church finally met to settle the question for per-

petuity. At the Council of Nicaea in a.d. 325, church leaders decided that 

Jesus was homoousias with the Father. They acknowledged that Christ 

shared God’s substance and essence in every way and included the term 

in their doctrinal creed (statement of faith), which was reaffirmed during 

a second council in Constantinople.
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Each miraculous act Jesus performed upheld the witness of all the others. In 
every way, Jesus has shown himself to be God the Creator. 

Continuing Confusion (8:27)

The storm’s obedience to Christ’s command should have been the definitive 
affirmation of Jesus’s divinity. Instead, his disciples became more confused 
than ever. They could not bring themselves to accept what they had seen. 
Their statement, “Even the winds and the waves obey him” should have been 
a profession of faith. 

John Chrystostom, an early Church father (d. a.d. 407), explained the 
disciples’ confusion by saying, “[Jesus’] sleeping showed he was a man. His 
calming of the seas declared him God.1

Culturally, the idea of an incarnate god was not new to the disciples. 
Ancient Egypt was one example of civilizations that considered their mon-
archs to be incarnate gods. But none of those gods had access to supernatural 
power while in human form. Regardless of the superstitious belief that pha-
raohs could commune with the spirit world through religious rituals, those 
beings were merely mortal in every way.

The Bible addresses Christ’s dual nature—both fully God and fully 
human. While affirming Jesus’s humanity, Scripture makes evident Christ’s 
divinity and his role as the agent of creation. The writer of Hebrews testi-
fied that it was Jesus “through whom [God] made the universe,” and further 
stated that Jesus is “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation 

Ever-Present Help

In a believer’s life, storms may take the form of catastrophic illness, 

injury, or death; loss of jobs or financial collapse; marriage struggles or 

divorce; errant children; aging parents. No matter the storm, Jesus can 

bring peace through his presence and love, the hope of his promises, 

and the support and encouragement of fellow Christians. He remains 

the God who is our “refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble” 

(Ps. 46:1). 
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of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word” (Hebrews 1:2–3). 
Colossians 1:15–16 tell us that Jesus “is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created . . . all things 
have been created through him and for him.” (The word “firstborn” in this 
verse indicates rank, not birth order. The firstborn is heir to all that belongs 
to his father and shares his father’s authority and administrative respon-
sibilities.) This idea is carried into the second chapter, where Paul said, 
“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Col. 2:9). In 
2 Corinthians 4:4, Paul identified Jesus as “the image of God,” and claimed 
in Philippians 2:6 that Christ was “in very nature God.” Both Titus and Peter 
called Jesus “God and Savior” (Titus 2:13; 2 Peter 1:1). John, in addition to 
identifying Jesus with God in his Gospel, also called Christ “the true God 
and eternal life” in his first letter (1 John. 5:20). 

With so much scriptural evidence, it is clear that Jesus was not a mortal 
masquerading as a deity. He was fully God and at the same time fully human. 
No wonder the disciples struggled with his identity! It was one thing to 
read Isaiah’s prophecy concerning “God with us” (Isaiah 7:14, Mt. 1:23), but 
another matter entirely to encounter Christ in the flesh. The disciples could 
not wrap their brains around the evidence their eyes were seeing. Gaining 
full understanding and growing into unshakeable belief would be a slow, 
strenuous process for the men and women who followed Jesus during his 
earthly ministry.

Implications and Actions

Although the circumstances have changed, people today still struggle with 
storms in their lives. Sometimes our storms can be literal hurricanes or tor-
nadoes. But more often, contemporary believers deal with problems and 
tragedies that challenge their faith and beliefs. The nature of crises may 
change, but Christ’s ability to bring comfort and hope is the same in every 
situation. Although we cannot physically see him, Jesus is just as present 
in life struggles now as he was to the disciples on that boat in the Sea of 
Galilee. He stands ready to heal, sustain, encourage, and infuse our hearts 
with hope. His presence still brings peace to the most violent storms of life 
if we turn to him.
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Questions

1. Why did the disciples struggle with their understanding of who Jesus 
was?

2. Why is it important that Jesus is both fully God and fully human?

3. Why did God provide multiple witnesses who testified to Jesus’ divine 
nature?

4. How does Jesus bring peace to turbulent situations?

5. How have you experienced Christ’s peace during a time of trial in your 
life? In what ways did Jesus provide calm and encouragement during 
that time?

Notes

1. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, New Testament Ia, ed. Manlio Simonette, 
Intervarsity Press: Downers Grove, Ill., 2001. p. 169.
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MAIN IDEA

Jesus was willing to be interrupted 
and go out of his way to serve others.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How can we have the patience to 
follow the Lord when things don’t 
happen quickly?

STUDY AIM

To learn to seek the Lord first when I 
am in trouble.

QUICK READ

Even though the funeral was in 
progress, Jesus still showed up and 
demonstrated his compassion power, 
and authority. Trust in him, even 
when you face death.

FOCAL TEXT

Matthew 9:18–19; 23–26 

BACKGROUND

Mark 5:22–24; 35–43

Power Over Death

5

53 



54 MIRACLES: THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF JESUS

Introduction

The afternoon class I taught at Kwangju Teachers College ended at 3:00. 
That gave me three hours to finish preparations before a team of mission 
administrators arrived from Seoul for a station supper meeting at my house. 
So, instead of lingering to chat with students, as usual, I bolted for the door. 
Before reaching the exit, though, a woman stopped me in the hallway. She 
was an administrative counselor. The young woman introduced herself as 
Miss Oh and asked if I could come into her office for a cup of coffee.

In the late 1980s, native English speakers were scarce in the South Cholla 
Province of Korea. Most college students were eager to practice English con-
versational skills. That is how I came to teach a two-hour English Bible class 
twice a week for aspiring English teachers. It was exciting to see my predom-
inantly Buddhist students grow in understanding of gospel truths. I often 
spent time outside of class talking with students about spiritual matters, 
and even hosted them in my home for occasional socials. So, while I usually 
would jump at a chance to meet with individuals, that day’s tight schedule 
prompted me to refuse the woman’s offer. I asked if we could postpone the 
visit until the following week.

Miss Oh looked crestfallen and asked, “Please, could you spare just ten 
minutes? I would really like to talk with you.” I hesitated, weighing the tasks 
I’d have to accomplish for the evening’s hostess duties. But at a quiet nudge 
from the Spirit, I agreed to come into her office for a single cup of coffee. I 
emerged two hours later. My guests ate sandwiches that night, but they all 
rejoiced with me over the young woman’s new birth in Christ.

God’s schedule often differs from ours. We measure our time in minutes 
and hours, but God works from an eternal perspective. Jesus showed us that 
unexpected diversions are not interruptions but divine appointments.

Matthew 9:18–19 
18 While he was saying this, a synagogue leader came and knelt 

before him and said, “My daughter has just died. But come and put 

your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 Jesus got up and went with him, 

and so did his disciples.
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Matthew 9:23–26
23 When Jesus entered the synagogue leader’s house and saw the 

noisy crowd and people playing pipes, 24 he said, “Go away. The girl is 

not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. 25 After the crowd had 

been put outside, he went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got 

up. 26 News of this spread through all that region.

A Grieving Father (9:18)

The man in this account, identified by Mark as Jairus (Mark 5:22), was a 
chief official of the local synagogue. As such, he held high standing in the 
community. For a person of his position to humble himself by kneeling before 
Jesus, as one might kneel before a king, revealed a deep level of respect and 
submission. Had Jairus been ambivalent about Christ’s authority, he might 
have chosen to prostrate himself before God alone. But the man’s faith in 
God drove him to Jesus. He recognized the divine connection.

Jairus’s belief that God could raise the dead to life was rooted in bib-
lical precedent. God had empowered two of Israel’s great prophets, Elijah 
and Elisha, to restore dead boys to their families (1  Kings  17:21–22; 
2 Kings 4:33–35). If then, why not now? Though centuries stood between 
the days of prophetic miracles and Jairus’ time, the same God governed all. 
The Almighty said through the prophet Malachi, “I the Lord do not change” 
(Malachi 3:6). Clinging to hope rooted in faith, the grieving father fell at 
Jesus’s feet.

An Immediate Response (9:19)

The Romans, who occupied and ruled over Palestine in Jesus’ day, were great 
fans of theatrical display. Victorious generals such as Pompey, Julius Caesar, 
and Octavian (who became Emperor Augustus) returned to Rome with tri-
umphal processions that included music, feasting, and gifts for spectators. 
For those who aspired to positions of power in the Roman government, 
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there was no better way to rally public support than to host such lavish 
celebrations.

By contrast, Jesus never called attention to himself. Without fanfare, 
he quietly ministered to hurting masses, one person at a time. When Jairus 
begged for a miracle of the highest order, Jesus did not gather an audience 
or expect tumultuous ovation. He did not chafe at the interruption or imply 
that it was an imposition on his time. Jesus simply got up and went. 

Jesus responded to the needs of others for their sakes, not to garner 
human adulation for himself. That is the nature of agape, the Greek word for 
love that gives without demanding anything in return, always seeking the 
good of its object. This is the love the Apostle Paul described in 1 Corinthians 
13 as patient, kind, humble, selfless, self-controlled, forgiving, truthful, pro-
tective of what is right, and trusting; love that never gives up or disappoints, 
never loses hope and never ends. This is the love that sustained and moti-
vated Jesus as he spent himself for others day after day, healing and teaching 
the people who gathered wherever he went. It was agape that enabled Jesus 
to pour out his life on the cross as a perfect atoning sacrifice. 

The Role of the Church

The meaning of the Greek word synagogue (συναγωγή) is “bring together.” 

In the first century, synagogues were meeting places for Jewish com-

munities. There was no centralized government which administered 

synagogue protocol. Each local congregation was autonomous, with its 

own leaders or officials. These leaders were often highly respected elders 

or priests. In addition to serving as places of assembly for Sabbath obser-

vance, including study of the Law and the Prophets (Mark 1:21; Acts 15:21) 

and prayer (Mark 6:5), synagogues were also used to collect tithes and 

distribute offerings for charity (Matt. 6:2), and even as courts for trying 

violations of religious law (Acts 22:19). The Jews of Jesus’s day were 

faithful in synagogue attendance and support.

Today’s churches function much as synagogues did in Jesus’s day 

and play just as significant a role in the growth, nurture, support, and 

encouragement of believers. The writer of Hebrews urged believers not 

to give up “meeting together” (10:25). Contemporary Christians benefit 

from being brought together as much as our first-century brethren did.
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A Funeral in Progress (9:23–24)

Without modern refrigeration and embalming capabilities, ancient peoples 
had no recourse but to inter corpses quickly. Bodies would be washed, rubbed 
with strong ointments or perfumes to mask the smell of decomposition, 
and wrapped tightly in strips of cloth for burial within hours of death (see 
Acts 5:5–10). Members of the family symbolically identified with the dead by 
wearing coarse garments called sackcloth and putting ashes or dirt on their 
heads (ref. 2 Samuel 3:31, Nehemiah 9:1, Esther 4:1). Jewish families usually 
hired professional mourners to play flutes and wail as bodies were prepared 
for burial and to accompany funeral processions to the tombs. Even poor 
families would try to have at least one or two flutes and a professional wailer. 

By the time Jairus arrived home with Jesus, the mourners for his 
daughter had already been engaged and were hard at work. Their role as 
hired professionals was evident in the scornful laughter that erupted among 
them when Jesus sent them out. Though loud in their laments, no real grief 
touched their hearts.

Paul would later use the euphemism “falling asleep” to describe the death 
of believers (1 Corinthians 11:30, 15:6–20, 1 Thessalonians 4:14–15). Before 
that, Jesus also used the term. Upon receiving word that Lazarus had died, 
for example, Jesus told his disciples, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to wake him up” (John 11:11). In the same way, Jesus 
referred to Jairus’s daughter’s death as sleep (v. 24). Whether this term was 
meant to remind us that the temporary nature of death gives way to eternal 
life in Christ, that Jesus has the power to raise the dead to life as easily as 
waking someone from sleep, or had some other significance entirely, Jesus 
used it to impose peace on a desperate situation. 

Touching the Untouchable (9:25)

Touching a dead body was one of the most defiling acts in Israelite Law 
(Numbers 19:11–22). Those who prepared the deceased for burial, or anyone 
else who touched a corpse for any reason, would become ritually unclean for 
seven days and had to undergo a sequence of ceremonial washings. 
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Upon entering Jairus’s house, the first thing Jesus did was take hold 
of the dead girl’s hand. Touching the untouchable was a hallmark of Jesus’ 
ministry. From lepers (Matt. 8:3, Mark 1:41, Luke 5:13) to Gentiles (ref. 
John 18:28), Jesus did not shrink from contact with those who occupied 
the margins of society, those considered unclean by the self-proclaimed 
righteous of his day. In every case, Christ’s touch was a living example 
of his words in Mark 7: “Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. 
Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, 
it is what comes out of a person that defiles them . . . What comes out 
of a person is what defiles them. For it is from within, out of a person’s 
heart, that evil thoughts come. All these evils come from inside and defile 
a person” (Mark 7:14–15, 20–23). Jesus wanted to show his disciples and 
everyone else that ritual uncleanness of the body cannot separate a person 
from God. Instead, the pollution of an evil heart makes a person genuinely 
unclean before God.

When Jesus took the girl’s hand, death fled, impurity was cleansed. The 
immediate result was a family’s restoration and the permanent affirmation 
of Jairus’ faith. 

Touching the Unclean

Some people today might be considered unclean by society’s standards. 

Social media, especially, has made it easy to criticize, or even vilify, spe-

cific groups or individuals. How can Christians minister love and healing 

to:

• Prison inmates or ex-offenders?

• Families of inmates?

• AIDS patients?

• Drug addicts?

• Alcoholics?

• Homeless?

• Gang members?

• Welfare recipients or unemployed?

Whose lives in your circle of influence might you touch?
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As believers today, we can recognize that moment as a picture of the 
rebirth that takes place within hearts as they receive Christ’s gift of cleans-
ing and forgiveness. Both figuratively and literally, Christ makes everything 
new.

Spreading News (9:26)

The girl got up, and news “spread through all the region.” Jesus had raised 
Jairus’s daughter back to life. It makes one wonder what the news was. Did 
the story say that a girl had died, and Jesus raised her to life, or did it include 
the fact that a noted religious leader of the town put his faith in Jesus the 
Messiah? Did word spread that Jesus never sent away those who interrupted 
him, or that he defied culture to risk ritual defilement? Was Christ’s encom-
passing love part of the message? Did anyone mention his healing touch?

If scrutiny were turned from the past to the present, how might today’s 
church compare to its first-century counterpart? What news do we spread 
about Christ’s healing power, about his unconditional love and acceptance 
of those consigned to the category of unclean by religious standards? We 
are the bearers of glorious news—Jesus still restores life to those dead in 
sin! He still touches those who are hurting, heals the diseases of the heart, 
and infuses lives with value, purpose, and meaning. That is a message worth 
sharing!

Implications and Actions

True love is never irritated by interruptions but views them as opportuni-
ties for blessing. If we trust God and submit ourselves to the Spirit’s leading, 
we will be ready to embrace every person and circumstance we encounter 
without balking or feeling that anything is imposing upon our time. As Peter 
said, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:15). This edict not 
only means being confident in what to say but also in God’s timing for our 
response. Like the Savior whose image we bear, we should be compelled by 
love to serve others and meet their needs, regardless of who they are.
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Questions

1. How might Jairus’ position as a synagogue official have made it difficult 
for him to turn to Jesus for help?

2. What factors might hinder people from seeking Christ’s help today?

3. What was significant about the fact that Jesus touched people who were 
considered unclean in his time? Why did religious leaders of his day 
criticize him for it?

4. In what way does Jesus touch those considered untouchable in our time? 
How might Christ use us as his hands now?

5. What was Jesus’s attitude whenever people interrupted him? How can 
we learn to be more patient with unexpected demands or situations that 
interrupt our schedules or plans?
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Introduction

The convention center was packed with college graduates wearing identical 
caps and gowns. From our seats on the far edges of the arena, my husband 
and I despaired of picking out our daughter from the crowd. It didn’t take 
long, though, for me to locate her within the throng of milling students. 
Everything about her—face, hair, body frame, bearing—was familiar and 
dear to me. My daughter was no nameless stranger in the crowd. I recog-
nized her because she was uniquely my own.

Jesus was continually pressed on every side by people trying to get to 
him, clamoring for his healing, life-giving touch. Crowds followed wherever 
he went, crying out for every kind of help. However, Jesus saw each person 
as an individual, uniquely created and loved by God. That identity marker 
is how he was able to discern one timid touch of need from out of a jostling 
crowd.

Matthew 9:20–22 
20 Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve 

years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. 21 She 

said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.”
22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your 

faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed at that moment.

A Brave Resolution (9:20–22)

People who have experienced long-term illnesses can attest to the hurt and 
discouragement that accompany them. Some patients may experience a loss 
of friends and social interaction, as well as diminished physical capacity. 
Chronic health problems may also lead to depression.

The woman in this story was in an untenable position. According to 
Jewish law, her chronic condition rendered her a social outcast. No one 
could touch her, or touch anything she handled, without becoming ritually 
unclean (Leviticus 15:25–27). Some pious men of that time went so far as to 
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avoid touching women altogether, rather than to risk the chance of contract-
ing any accidental ceremonial impurity. 

The disease plunged this woman into a position not much better than 
that of a leper. If the condition had developed before her parents could 
arrange a marriage for her, she would never have married. Had she found 
a husband before becoming sick, the illness would have been considered 
grounds for divorce. Based on the fact she ventured out on her own to find 
Jesus, having no friend or relative with her, there was a good chance she had 
been alone for years. Mark’s Gospel account provides additional informa-
tion that the woman had become bankrupt, as well, from seeking help from 
doctors who could not heal her (Mark 5:26). Desperation must have filled 
her days.

Particularly trying for the woman was the pervading view of her day 
that people deserved whatever came to them. This Retribution Principle 
philosophy, which had lingered in popular reasoning since the time of Job 
(Job 4:5–9), influenced society’s judgment toward just about everyone. The 
principle held that if a person were good, then God would reward him with 
good things. If a person did something bad, God punished him. It was that 
simple. Illness or injury was considered just one of many consequences for 
personal sin. This reasoning, for example, prompted the disciples’ question 
when they encountered a man blind from birth: “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” (John 9:1–2). Society’s condem-
nation of the woman’s spiritual character only added to her suffering.

Considering her situation, the woman had no business even venturing 
from her home. If those she brushed against realized that she had defiled 
them, their outrage might have put her into a dangerous position. And yet 
desperation compelled her to take the risk. Having heard of miraculous heal-
ings by one called Jesus, the sick woman decided to reach him at any cost. 

It is probable that the woman was ignorant of Jesus’s true identity. There 
was no way she could be sure that he was the promised Messiah. But she had 
heard enough of Jesus to believe that God empowered his healing ministry. 
The Hebrew Scriptures brim with references to Yahweh-Rapha (ֹהְי ָו ָר ה ָפ  ,(א
God who heals. From Genesis 20:17: “Then Abraham prayed to God, and 
God healed Abimelek, his wife and his female slaves so they could have chil-
dren again”) to Exodus 15:26: “. . . for I am the Lord who heals you”), from 
Deuteronomy 32:39: “There is no god besides me. I put to death, and I bring 
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to life, I have wounded, and I will heal”) to Psalms 30:2: “Lord my God, I 
called to you for help, and you healed me;” 103:3: “who forgives all your sins 
and heals all your diseases”; and Isaiah 38:16: “you restored me to health 
and let me live”, biblical writers and prophets identified God as the healer 
of diseases, infirmities, and sins. “He heals the brokenhearted and binds up 
their wounds,” sang the Psalmist (Psalm 147:3). “Praise the Lord, my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits—who forgives all your sins and heals all your 
diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and 
compassion” (Ps. 103:2–4). 

With faith fueled by these assurances, the woman set out to find the man 
of God called Jesus. Many who sought healing approached Jesus directly, 
speaking up to ask help for themselves (Matt. 9:27) or interceding for some-
one else (Matt. 15:22, 17:15). Within the woman’s cultural context, however, 
she might not have thought it necessary to talk with Jesus personally. If 
Jesus’s power indeed were supernatural, it would be enough for her to touch 
something that belonged to him. No one need ever know that she had passed 
her uncleanness to him through physical contact.

Many ancient peoples believed that objects or articles of clothing could 
be endowed with miraculous properties. That is why, for example, ill persons 
lined Peter’s path so his shadow might fall on them (Acts 5:15), and many 
others touched him with “handkerchiefs and aprons” to lay on the sick and 
demon-possessed for healing (Acts 19:11–12). The concept reached far back 
into Old Testament times, as well, evident in God’s command that priests 
change their clothes before leaving the sanctuary “so that the people are 
not consecrated through contact with their garments” (Ezekiel 44:19). This 
understanding drove the woman’s determination to lay hold of the fringe of 
Jesus’s robe secretly.

It is likely that Jesus, along with other Jewish men, wore tassels 
on the edges of his robe in conformity to God’s instructions in the law. 
Numbers 15:38–40 says, “Throughout the generations to come, you are 
to make tassels on the corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each 
tassel. You will have these tassels to look at and so you will remember all the 
commands of the Lord, that you may obey them and not prostitute your-
selves by chasing after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes. Then you will 
remember to obey all my commands and will be consecrated to your God.” 
These instructions are repeated in Deuteronomy 22:12. One of these tassels 
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would have made a logical target for the woman’s resolve. It would be easy to 
furtively finger a tassel without being observed as Jesus moved along.

A Personal Encounter (9:22)

Jesus’s attention was already engaged when the woman caught up with 
him. Mark’s account tells us that a large crowd was pressing against him on 
all sides (Mark 5:24). A synagogue leader had begged Jesus to raise a dead 
daughter (Matt. 9:18), and Jesus was on his way to the man’s house (9:19). 
In all the commotion, the woman saw a chance to touch Jesus’s robe without 
anyone noticing. It would take but a moment to lay hold of his robe’s hem or 
tassel, and no one would ever know.

But Jesus did know. His healing power is personal. Jesus didn’t broad-
cast healing to nameless masses, but to individuals with needs who reached 
out in personal faith.

The Practice of Bloodletting

Hippocrates of Ko’os was a famous Greek physician born around 460 

b.c. He established one of the first medical schools and is often called 

the Father of Medicine. Unfortunately, he taught and practiced bloodlet-

ting, a treatment for diseases at that time. The physician believed that 

letting out some of a patient’s diseased blood would give the body a 

better chance to heal. This treatment was widely employed for the next 

thousand years and was commonly used by physicians throughout the 

Roman Empire. 

According to biblical information, the woman in Matthew’s story had 

spent years consulting doctors for help with her chronic bleeding prob-

lem. Such prolonged, severe blood loss would have resulted in anemia 

and its accompanying fatigue and pain. The physicians of her day would 

have only compounded the woman’s problems by bleeding her to treat 

the condition. Instead of making her better, such practices would have 

further depleted blood cells already starved for iron. Without Jesus’s inter-

vention, she would have become weaker and weaker until finally dying, 

an invisible pauper with no one to notice or care about her passing.
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Jesus could have continued on his way without calling attention to the 
woman’s act, allowing her to escape the crowd with some dignity. She might 
have gone home, quietly completed her purification rituals, and reentered 
life as a whole person. But it wasn’t God’s intention for the woman to bear 
the shame of stolen grace. Jesus wanted her to know that his healing was 
given freely, specifically to her and for her. The woman’s well-being was 
important to Jesus.

Speaking to years of discouragement and loneliness, Jesus turned to the 
woman with words of encouragement and used a term of endearment that 
established a personal relationship: “Take heart, Daughter.” Christ acknowl-
edged her private pain, the isolation that had been her solitary prison. His 
love removed her invisibility and infused her with worth. 

Matthew’s account records an important distinction. In this passage, the 
woman’s healing did not take place at the moment she touched Christ’s gar-
ment, but when Jesus acknowledged the act: “he said, ‘your faith has healed 
you.’ And the woman was healed at that moment” (v. 22). She did not seize 
healing for herself. Instead, Jesus granted it in response to her faith. Faith 
prompted her action but did not command God’s power. Jesus recognized 
her faith, and in love responded by affirming that it was well placed. At the 

Sharing God’s Love

How can today’s Christians share God’s love and healing to those who:

• have lost their homes or incomes?

• have been “devalued” by abuse or neglect?

• struggle with depression or discouragement?

• have been bullied to the point of suicidal impulses?

• feel isolated and alone?

• are grieving the loss of personal relationships?

• feel too ordinary and unexceptional to believe they have anything 

to offer?

• are quietly dying from unresolved private hurts?
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moment of her encounter with pure, divine love, the years of suffering and 
loneliness fell away, and she became a new creature.

Implications and Actions

The woman in this story needed much more than physical healing. Years 
of being shunned by society had worn down her sense of identity and worth. 
Jesus not only restored her body to health, but also infused her life with 
purpose and value by showing her that she was loved by God individually.

Many people in today’s world have trouble believing they have any per-
sonal worth. Whether abused by parents, betrayed by friends, discarded by 
spouses, or simply failing to measure up to society’s impossible standards of 
beauty, intellect, or materialism, people of all ages and rank see themselves 
as invisible. Their lives seem to hold no purpose or value. Jesus’ message for 
them is as personal and life-giving as it was for the sick woman in Matthew 
9. He came “to seek and to save the lost.” He can still meet the deepest needs 
of the most broken hearts.

Questions

1. What fueled the woman’s decision to turn to Jesus for help?

2. Why did the woman try to avoid speaking with Jesus directly?
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3. What are some things that push people to the margins of today’s 
society?

4. Why might some people be reluctant to approach others for help?

5. What was Jesus trying to teach the woman in this story? What does 
God want us to learn from this story now?

6. Has there ever been a time when your sense of self-worth was damaged 
or crushed? How did you experience God’s love and healing in your life 
through that trial?
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Introduction

When I was a child, there was nothing I hated more than mandatory Sunday 
naps. Immediately following lunch, Mom and Dad would send all of us to 
our beds—including themselves. Never one to fall asleep when the sun was 
shining, I miserably tossed and turned until the timer’s buzz, releasing me 
from the prison of my room.

It is amazing how my attitude toward Sunday naps changed when I 
became a mother of five. That one hour of blessed rest on Sunday afternoons 
fulfilled every intent of Sabbath law!

God did not rest on the seventh day of Creation because he was tired 
(Genesis 2:2–3). No amount of exertion could ever diminish or deplete his 
power. The purpose of his time out was to reflect on all he had accomplished 
and enjoy the satisfaction of work that was finished precisely to plan. He 
created the Sabbath for our benefit so that we could do the same—rest from 
labor to consider all that God has done and rejoice in his sovereignty, provi-
dence, and love.

Unfortunately, some people in Jesus’s day twisted the Sabbath law’s 
intention. According to their interpretation, the law had become a slave 
master that held God’s people hostage to its excessive demands.

Matthew 12:9–13 
9 Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 10 and 

a man with a shriveled hand was there. Looking for a reason to bring 

charges against Jesus, they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal on the 

Sabbath?”
11 He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit 

on the Sabbath, will you not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 How much 

more valuable is a person than a sheep! Therefore, it is lawful to do 

good on the Sabbath.”
13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he stretched 

it out and it was completely restored, just as sound as the other.
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The Quest to Accuse Christ (12:1–8)

Deliberate, perpetual violations of God’s law lead to Israel’s period of captiv-
ity in Babylon. When the people finally returned to their homeland, they 
were determined not to repeat the experience. Whatever it took, they would 
obey the Law given through Moses, down to its last letter.

As years passed, some Israelites took measures to ensure that no one 
would break God’s law, even by accident. They sat down to interpret the 
true meaning of each command contained in the Torah (Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) and developed rules to help people 
comply with those laws. Those rules formed a hedge around the law. Those 
who followed the rules figured they wouldn’t come anywhere near to violat-
ing the Torah. 

By Jesus’ day, the interpretational guidelines had become more important 
than the law itself. Those who considered themselves righteous meticulously 
memorized and followed every instruction in the book. These self-appointed 
rule police were also quick to pounce in judgment upon anyone who missed 
a single mandate laid down by the scholars and teachers who created them. 

Keeping up with the many demanding, and often complicated, rules had 
become a heavy burden for average people. Jesus countered such unreason-
able pressure by saying, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke 
is easy and my burden is light” (Matt. 11:28–30). 

Pharisees who imposed the burden of obedience on people were alarmed 
by Jesus’s radical speech. Believing their rules shared equal authority with 
God’s law, they jumped to the conclusion that Jesus was working against 
God each time he criticized one of the rules or the people who followed them. 
This group of Pharisees felt compelled to protect Christ’s gullible audiences 
from his rebellious ideas. To get rid of Jesus, they needed to catch him vio-
lating a law. Since the Pharisees considered Christ’s Sabbath observance to 
be lax, they chose that law as an excellent place to start compiling evidence 
against Jesus and his disciples.

On a particular Sabbath, under the watchful eyes of the Pharisees, Jesus 
took his disciples on a stroll around the community. It is likely that Jesus 
was careful not to violate the pace or distance associated with Sabbath 



72 MIRACLES: THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF JESUS

observance, so the Pharisees could not fault him for that. But trouble devel-
oped when his disciples started feeling hungry.

Cultivated fields on the outskirts of most towns were separated by 
small paths between them (like the path in Jesus’s parable of the sower, 
Matt. 13:3–4). Wheat was in season, for as they walked, Jesus’s disciples 
plucked heads of grain from stalks at the edges of the fields (12:1). This act 
was not considered stealing, for the law allowed people to pick and eat food 
from any field or grapevine as long as they placed none of it into a basket 
(Deuteronomy 23:24–25). However, the Pharisees equated picking the grains 
with gathering (Exod. 16:21–30); to them, rolling the wheat between their 
hands to separate the grains from the hulls was a form of harvesting. By 
pharisaical standards, the whole process constituted work, and working on 
the Sabbath was strictly forbidden. 

The Pharisees confronted Jesus about his disciples’ rule infractions. In 
return, Jesus used Scripture to remind his opponents that even the temple 
priests violate the Sabbath every time they do the work of offering a sacri-
fice, and yet they are innocent before God because sacrifice represents an 

Debating the Sabbath

There were several schools of thought which governed Sabbath law 

interpretation in Jesus’s day, and those views varied widely. One group, 

the Shammaites, tended toward a stricter position. They would not, for 

example, allow anyone to pray for the sick on the Sabbath because they 

felt it required enough extra effort to be considered work. 

On the other side, the group associated with Hillel felt that praying for 

the sick would be an appropriate Sabbath activity. Judging from ancient 

writings, the most rigid of these groups seems to have been the Essenes. 

Some scholars have suggested this reclusive group influenced John the 

Baptist. Members of this community would not have allowed anyone to 

rescue an animal from a pit, or even a man who fell into a well on the 

Sabbath. Many Pharisees, though, would have agreed with Jesus that 

Sabbath regulations would allow the retrieval of a man or animal from a 

pit or well.
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act of divine mercy (Matt.12:5–7). Jesus further angered the Pharisees by 
claiming authority over the Sabbath (12:8).

Continued Confrontation (12:9–12)

At the time of assembly, Jesus and his followers entered the synagogue these 
same Pharisees attended. Christ’s heart was turned to worship, but theirs 
to entrapment. Knowing that a disabled man would be there, and aware of 
Jesus’ reputation as a healer, the Pharisees seized the opportunity to pro-
voke Jesus into a public violation of Sabbath regulations. To their way of 
thinking, Jesus had only two choices: heal the man today and break the law 
or keep the law and heal him tomorrow.

The Pharisees’ entire position in this argument rested on the question of 
what constituted work. According to their Sabbath guidelines, for instance, 
a person could eat food but not kindle a fire or cook. A person could get 
dressed but not repair torn clothing or sandals. The Pharisees’ concept of 
Sabbath observance hinged on actions and protocol rather than attitudes of 
the heart.

When Jesus addressed the Pharisees, he used a standard if-then, lesser-
to-greater argument form which they would understand. What rational 
person, Jesus reasoned, would fail to rescue one of his animals from danger, 
even on a Sabbath. If saving an animal can be allowed, then how much more 
should aid be rendered to a human being in similar circumstances. If the 
Sabbath was established to do good for people, then surely doing good on the 
Sabbath would result in blessing rather than condemnation.

Jesus wanted these men to understand that the Sabbath was made for 
human benefit, and not to enslave people to works of the law. Sabbath ori-
gins were summed up in Exodus 20:11, where it says, “For in six days the 
Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
he rested on the seventh day. Therefore, the Lord blessed the Sabbath day 
and made it holy.” The whole concept of Sabbath implies mercy, not judg-
ment; rest, not oppression; peace, not contention; gratitude, worship, and 
praise rather than legalism. Strict obedience to humanmade rules doesn’t 
impress the Lord. “These are the ones I look on with favor,” God said through 
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the prophet Isaiah, “those who are humble and contrite in spirit, and who 
tremble at my word” (Isaiah 66:2).

Sabbath Healing (Matt. 12:13)

The Pharisees watched for Jesus to make a move toward the disabled man. 
They felt sure of Christ’s intention to heal him and waited expectantly for 
Jesus to touch the deformed hand or, at the least, speak some word that 
would affect healing. But Jesus merely asked the man to hold out his hand, 
and it seemed to heal itself. The Pharisees could not pinpoint a single action 
by Jesus that would link the healing to him. And yet no one could deny that 
Christ’s authority accomplished it as “Lord of the Sabbath” (v. 8).

Jesus might easily have waited until the following morning to heal the 
disabled man. The man hadn’t asked for healing; he was just there, a handy 
pawn for the Pharisees’ scheme. His deformity was not the main theme of 
the day’s debate, which had instead centered around proper Sabbath obser-
vance. However, Jesus wanted to bring home his point. The best way a 
person could honor God on the Sabbath would be to shower on others the 
same love and mercy that God himself continually lavishes on his people; be 
God’s image in one’s world.

Paul would later write to the church in Rome that we were predestined 
(by virtue of our design, Gen.  1:27), to be conformed to Christ’s image 

Positive Perspective

Members of a senior adult Sunday School class were discussing a man 

who always left as soon as the lesson ended. “I’ve never seen him in the 

worship service,” commented one person.

“He probably wants to hit the golf course ahead of the church crowd,” 

said another.

“You are wrong,” added a third. “He goes to the nursing home every 

Sunday morning and shares the Sunday School lesson with his wife. 

Then they listen to the service together on the radio. He probably gets 

more out of the sermon than any of us.”
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Questions

1. Why did the Pharisees mistrust Jesus’ actions and intentions?

(Romans 8:29). There were two common usages for the Greek word used 
there for image (eikonos—είκόνος). One meaning was the image someone 
sees reflected in a mirror. The other is a graven or sculpted image, such as a 
face carved onto a coin or a statue. The idea is that to look at the image is to 
see a reflection of the original. That is God’s intention for us.

Implications and Actions

The concept of Sabbath still applies to believers today. It is not about 
taking a day off work, but about pausing to rest and consider all that God 
has done for us during the past week. It is about reflecting on his goodness 
and mercy, honoring him by actively showing kindness and compassion to 
others. It is about trusting him with our troubles and infirmities, confident 
of his power to heal our hearts and our broken places. We honor God by 
meeting together with other Christians on the Sabbath for corporate wor-
ship, Bible study, and prayer. And we keep the Sabbath by placing Jesus first 
in every area of our lives. Faithful Sabbath observance refreshes and renews 
our spirits and refocuses our minds on God. It is God’s blessing in every 
sense.
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2. In what ways do people today mistrust the Christian message?

3. What Sabbath principle did the Pharisees fail to understand? 

4. What role does Sabbath play in our lives as modern believers? In what 
way can we honor God’s intent for the Sabbath law?

5. How did Jesus use healing as a model of God’s mercy? How does that 
mercy affect the way we trust God with our problems now?
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MAIN IDEA

Jesus felt pain, experiencing genuine 
anguish for others.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How many times do we as believers 
face insurmountable odds and fail to 
consider the power of Jesus?

STUDY AIM

To learn that when I give Jesus all, 
Jesus turns my poverty into plenty.

QUICK READ

The feeding of the 5,000 (more likely 
10,000 plus) is the only miracle of 
Jesus recorded in all four Gospels. 
With this miracle, Jesus’ popularity 
reached its pinnacle.

FOCAL TEXT

Matthew 14:14–21

BACKGROUND

Luke 9:10–17

The Miraculous 
Feeding

8
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Introduction

I once orchestrated a missions fundraising dinner for 300 people. My crew 
of volunteers worked tirelessly for several weeks to plan the venue, decora-
tions, table settings, and publicity. We also spent several days preparing the 
meal itself. It was one of the biggest and hardest jobs I’ve ever done.

My fundraiser seems puny compared to the work of the Texas Baptist 
Men. Their mobile Yellow Cap units can serve 10,000 or more meals a day in 
areas hit by disasters, such as hurricanes or floods. Their trucks are full of 
groceries, prepped and cooked on site by teams of trained volunteers.

By contrast, Jesus had no trucks, generators, canned goods, or teams of 
volunteers when called upon to provide a meal. However, he was able to sat-
isfy thousands of hungry people with divine resources fully. His is history’s 
spot-on exemplar of compassion and provision.

Matthew 14:14–21
14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion 

on them and healed their sick.
15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This 

is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so 

they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”
16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them 

something to eat.”
17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they 

answered.
18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people 

to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 

looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he 

gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 
20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve 

basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those 

who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.
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Private Reflection (14:13)

In our modern vernacular, Jesus was trending. Crowds of people gathered 
wherever he went, pressing for help and healing. In his infinite love, Jesus 
turned away no one. He never responded with impatience or irritation to the 
mobs of people who dogged his steps.

Jesus did need moments of solitude, though, for prayer, rest, and reflec-
tion. Scripture tells us that he routinely stole away to pray, often while others 
slept (Mark 1:35, Luke 5:16, 6:12). Jesus sought strength and encouragement 
from his Father when his heart was heavy. Christ felt keenly the anguish of 
loss, despair, and devastation that sin caused in human lives (Matt. 23:37, 
John 11:35). 

On the day news came of his cousin’s death (Matt. 14:1–12), Jesus needed 
some time alone to process his grief—not for John himself, for he knew that 
John had entered eternal, glorious rest. Jesus grieved because of the per-
vasive evil that led to John’s death, the corruption of so many hearts and 
minds that kept them separated from God. Jesus also used such retreats for 
spiritual strengthening and to prepare himself for the upcoming demands 
of ministry. Looking to these ends, Jesus boarded a boat and headed to a 
secluded place for reflection and prayer.

True to pattern, the crowds of people who clamored for Christ’s heal-
ing would not let him get away. As soon as they determined his destination, 
people set out to walk around the lake and were waiting for him when he 
arrived.

Christ’s Great Compassion (14:14)

Compassion might be described as the application of gentleness, patience, 
caring, and kindness to any person’s situation. Every time Jesus encoun-
tered human need, compassion overpowered the pull of his own personal 
well-being (ref. Ps. 86:15, 103:4, 116:5), and he reflected that attribute 
throughout his entire earthly ministry (Matt. 20:34, Mark 6:34).
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Give What You Have (14:15–18)

Jesus had been looking for solitude when he crossed the lake, so the place 
where people found him was remote and sparsely inhabited. The nearest vil-
lages were some distance away by foot.

After a full day of observing Jesus healing and teaching, his disciples 
were ready for a break. They showed a degree of compassion for the multi-
tudes, acknowledging that people must be getting hungry. However, these 
Christ-followers leaned more toward an “every man for himself” attitude. 
They thought that the people should find a way to feed themselves.

Perhaps hoping that his disciples would recall an earlier lesson which 
featured an image of God satisfying spiritual hunger (Matt. 5:6), Jesus 
instructed the twelve to take responsibility for feeding the people. [This 
command would echo in Jesus’s encounter with Peter following the res-
urrection, in which Jesus told Peter to “feed” his “lambs” and “sheep” 
(John 21:15–17).] 

In this instance, the disciples remained short-sighted, focusing only on 
what they could see and touch. These twelve had the elements of a typical 

The Value of Bread

Bread was such an essential staple of ancient Israel’s diet that the word 

bread became synonymous with food. Women performed every part 

of the bread-making process from scratch, including grinding their own 

grain for flour. Every morning they made enough bread to feed the family 

all day and include extra for unexpected guests. 

To make bread, women would mix the coarse flour with water, or 

sometimes fruit juice, to make a simple dough, into which they worked 

a cup or so of starter saved back from each day’s baking. Some cooks 

would occasionally add herbs for extra flavor. Small round loaves were 

cooked inside a clay oven or on heated stones. When eating, people 

often dipped bread into olive oil or wine vinegar (Ruth 4:2). Bread was 

served at every meal, and to run out of bread before the day’s end was 

a mark of a lazy housewife. If additional bread was needed, it was often 

thrown together quickly without using the starter, which took time to rise 

(Gen. 19:3, 1 Samuel 28:24).
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meal—fish and bread—but lacked the spiritual insight to realize that it 
was Christ himself who multiplied all blessings. Just as God had empow-
ered Elisha to feed one hundred hungry men with twenty loaves of bread 
(2 Kings 4:42–44), Jesus could increase the smallest yield to satisfy thou-
sands. All they had to do was release to him whatever they held in their 
hands.

The God Who Provides (14:19–21)

The Old Testament tells the story of how God tested Abraham’s faith by chal-
lenging him to sacrifice his beloved son Isaac (Genesis 22:1–19). In response 
to Abraham’s unquestioning obedience, God stepped in to spare Isaac by 
providing an acceptable substitute sacrifice, a ram ensnared by bushes. This 
account introduced a new name for God, that of Yahweh-Yireh (ָוֹהְי ֶאְרִי ה —(ה
God Provides (v. 14). The full meaning of the name does not imply that God 
responds to needs as they arise, but rather that God sees ahead and has 
already made provision for a need before it even comes up.

His disciples knew Jesus as a teacher and healer whose authority came 
from God. Jesus wanted to open their eyes to the truth that he was the same 
Yahweh-Yireh who had provided the ram for Abraham’s sacrifice. It was 
no harder for Jesus to heal the sick, raise the dead, or feed a multitude of 
thousands than it was for him to increase the faith of a group of bewildered 
disciples.

When the disciples surrendered to Jesus their meager store of food, he 
gave thanks for God’s provision. The miracle was already in progress before 
Jesus began to pull apart the first piece of bread. That is the true nature of 
faith. It rests in the certainty that God has already decided what he will do 
and has already begun to act upon it—and that God’s decision and action are 
always right and best, regardless of what they are. The disciples waited to see 
what Jesus would do with five bun-sized loaves of bread and two dried fish. 
Jesus watched to see if his disciples would truly comprehend who he was.

While all four Gospel writers give us the number of men in the crowd 
that day, Matthew is the only one who tells us that women and children were 
also present. Such information immediately doubles the number of people 
there, at least, and allows for the total attendance to grow well past 10,000. 
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That number exceeded the population of the entire area. Even had the crowd 
dispersed to find food in nearby villages, there was little chance of finding 
that much provision in local stores. Many people would have gone hungry 
until they returned to their homes.

While the image of humankind trying to meet its own need appears piti-
ful, God’s bountiful provision, by contrast, is breathtaking! It took all twelve 
of the disciples to distribute food from Jesus’s hands to the groups seated on 
the grass (Mark 6:40, Luke 9:14). Paralleling Elisha’s story, in which God had 
told him that all would be satisfied and have bread left over, every person in 
Jesus’s audience ate to the full, and leftovers filled twelve baskets. 

Elisha’s is not the only Bible story about God’s miraculous provision 
of bread. It appears as a recurring theme in Old Testament Scripture. 
God provided manna, bread from heaven (Exodus 16:4, Nehemiah 9:15, 
Psalms  105:40), during the Israelites’ forty-year wilderness journey. 
Ravens brought daily bread for Elijah while he was hiding from Ahab 
(1 Kings 17:5–6), and God supplied ingredients for bread to keep the widow 
and her son alive while they hosted Elijah in Zarephath (1 Kings 17:15–16). 
Later, an angel prepared bread for Elijah while he was in the wilderness 
(1 Kings 19:6). 

The consecrated loaves placed on the table of presence in the taber-
nacle and temple represent the most significant biblical reference to bread 

Nourishing Others

People hunger in many ways. How can believers nourish those who:

• are starved for love?

• believe they lack human value?

• are spiritually empty?

• struggle with chronic health issues?

• are emotionally depleted?

• are enslaved by anger or bitterness?

For all these and more, we must be the hands, feet, voice, and heart of 

Christ in their broken world.
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(Ex. 25:30, 35:13, Numbers 4:7, 1 Kings 7:48, 2 Chronicles 4:19). Everything 
in the temple pointed to Jesus. The lampstand (Ex. 25:31–39; 40:24) repre-
sented Christ, the light of the world (John 1:4, 8:12). The altar of sacrifice 
(Leviticus 4:25–35) foreshadowed Jesus’s atoning death on the cross. The 
atonement cover on the Ark of the Covenant (Ex. 26:34), where God’s pres-
ence dwelled inside the most holy place, was a hint forward to the day when 
Christ’s resurrection would make it possible for the Holy Spirit to dwell in 
the hearts of people. In the same way, the bread on the table of presence 
represented God’s presence among us. Jesus fulfilled that Old Testament 
symbolism when he revealed himself as the Bread of Life (John 6:48). He 
identified himself as the true manna, “the living bread that came down from 
heaven” (John 6:51).

All of these threads wove into Christ’s miraculous feeding of the multi-
tude, and yet his disciples seemed to miss the connections—but only for the 
moment. In time they would realize the power and authority of Jesus Christ, 
God with us.

Implications and Actions

Some people today spend so much effort worrying about their overwhelm-
ing needs that they miss the power and provision of Yahweh-Yireh. Jesus 
is the spiritual bread that satisfies our deepest hunger and embodies God’s 
presence with us. He can multiply blessings in believers’ lives as readily as 
he increased food for the crowd. He can replenish with spiritual wealth the 
poverty of our broken spirits.

It is challenging to step away from the impulse to make our own 
choices and engineer our paths through the world. American culture tells 
us that we can be what and who we wish to be, by our effort and determi-
nation. But from an eternal perspective, the best we can do for ourselves 
is to release everything in our lives to Christ’s lordship and let him be God 
in every way.
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Questions

1. Why was prayer such a vital resource for Jesus during his earthly 
ministry? How can prayer help believers deal with problems and 
pressures in their daily lives?

2. Why did the disciples seem blind to biblical connections that might have 
helped them recognize Jesus as God? In what ways are contemporary 
Christians slow to recognize God’s hand in our lives?

3. Why was feeding the multitude a significant miracle in Jesus’s 
ministry?

4. How does Jesus feed and nourish us spiritually?

5. In what ways can we show the same compassion to others that Jesus 
modeled during his earthly ministry? How can we multiply blessings to 
others?
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MAIN IDEA

No storm is too severe for Jesus to 
save us from it.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

How can Christians overcome the 
troubled waters of life?

STUDY AIM

To learn that fear of failure will keep 
me in the boat.

QUICK READ

Jesus has control over everything 
in heaven and earth, including the 
weather. Both the storm and the 
disciples were in his hands, and 
he knew in advance how he would 
deal with both. The wind stopped, 
and the disciples, for the first time, 
declared him the Son of God.

FOCAL TEXT

Matthew 14:22–33

BACKGROUND

John 6:16–21

Get Out of the Boat!

9
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Introduction

When I was in the eighth grade, I learned firsthand about what it meant to 
be paralyzed by fear. In the early morning hours just after dawn, I was in our 
backyard absorbed in a chore. A sound suddenly caught my attention. When 
I turned around, I saw the most haggard and disheveled man I had ever seen 
in my young life. By the time I turned around, he was only about three steps 
away from me and quickly closing the gap. I wanted to yell. I couldn’t. I tried 
to run. I couldn’t. After what seemed like minutes, though it was only sec-
onds, I was finally able to start stammering. “Get away,” I finally managed 
to gasp. 

Once the words came out, my body started cooperating. My body was 
flooded with adrenaline, equipping me for fight or flight. Since there was 
nowhere to run, I picked up a hatchet that was lying nearby and got ready 
to fight. The man stopped in his tracks, and I could tell that he was afraid. I 
soon learned that he was just a drifter passing through town. He had slept 
in one of old man Dotson’s fields the night before, and he was hungry. After 
sharing breakfast with him and giving him a few dollars, I sent him on his 
way. All these years later, I can still remember that paralyzing fear. 

Throughout my life, other experiences have evoked fear. Like most 
everyone, my list of fears has grown longer. It seems the sources of anxiety 
are endless: failure, the threat of illness, debt, the wellbeing of my children, 
terrorism, job security, violence, the places technology is taking us, the state 
of the nation, the state of the American church. A part of the human condi-
tion is that we don’t have to go looking for fear; it’s built into our hardware. 
In today’s lesson, we are reminded that no storm is too severe for Jesus to 
save us from it. 

Matthew 14:22–33 
22 Immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go 

ahead of Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away. 23 After 

He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain by Himself 

to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone. 24 But the boat 

was already a long distance from the land, battered by the waves; for 
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the wind was contrary. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night He came 

to them, walking on the sea. 26 When the disciples saw Him walking on 

the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out 

in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take courage, 

it is I; do not be afraid.”
28 Peter said to Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You 

on the water.”29 And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the boat, 

and walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But seeing the 

wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 

save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of 

him, and *said to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When 

they got into the boat, the wind stopped. 33 And those who were in the 

boat worshiped Him, saying, “You are certainly God’s Son!”

Jesus on the Mountain, the Disciples on the Sea (14:22–23)

Matthew 14:22 tells us that Jesus made the disciples get into a boat and go 
ahead of him while he sent the multitudes away. He wanted to be by himself 
to pray. When we remember the events that come before today’s narrative, 
Jesus’ desire to spend some time alone with the Father is not surprising. In 
the first twelve verses of Matthew 14, we learn that the relative and friend 
of Jesus, John the Baptist, was executed. 

When Jesus heard of the gruesome news of John’s fate, he attempted 
to withdraw to a private place to be by himself, but the multitudes followed 
him. When Jesus saw the great multitude, he had compassion on them. He 
healed their sick and fed them. 

In today’s reading, Jesus was arranging things so that he could do some-
thing he needed: time to be alone and pray. The desire for reprieve makes a 
lot of sense when we remember that though Jesus was I AM in the flesh (vs. 
27; Exodus 3:14), he was also fully human. That means Jesus experienced 
all of the things that people on planet earth go through. We know that he 
experienced hunger and thirst, got tired, and faced temptation. He also suf-
fered grief and sadness over the loss of John. Jesus needed time to himself: 
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to grieve, pray and process, not only John’s death but the way his own life 
would soon end. With this in mind, we get a glimpse into the compassionate 
heart of God. Even though Jesus was hurting from the loss he had experi-
enced, he felt compassion for the multitudes, took the time to heal their sick, 
and gave them something to eat (Matt. 14:13–21). 

Jesus Walks on the Water (14:24–27)

Suddenly others needed help. Menacing waves and brutal winds were bat-
tering the disciples’ boat. The men had previously experienced this kind 
of crisis. In Matthew 8, the disciples were amid a great squall, and water 
swamped their boat (Matt. 8:23–27). On that occasion, Jesus rebuked the 
wind and sea, and the storm ceased. This time, they saw Jesus walking on 
the sea. Earlier the disciples had pondered the question, “What kind of man 
is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?” (Matt. 8:27). This time, 
there was no question in the minds of the disciples about Jesus’ identity. 

Now Fear This 

“Don’t be afraid” or some variation of this proclamation is the most 

repeated command in the Bible. It appears in scripture well over 100 

times. Jesus used some variety of this command over twenty times. 

God’s people are to live without fear. God is the only thing Christians 

are instructed to fear. One of the most famous proverbs teaches us 

saying, “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). 

The idea of fearing God is so prevalent in the Old Testament that some 

scholars suggest the religion of the Old Testament could be described as 

the fear of YHWH. 

Though we might be tempted to emphasize the love of God while 

downplaying the fear of God in the New Testament, here, too, we are 

reminded to fear God. Jesus said, “Do not fear those who kill the body but 

are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who can destroy both soul 

and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28). The message is clear: the only one we are 

to fear is our creator, savior, and judge. 
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Nothing in this narrative suggests the disciples were necessarily afraid, 
though it’s safe to imagine that they were somewhat distressed by what they 
were going through on the rough sea. We only read that the disciples were 
frightened (or troubled) when they saw a figure walking on the sea some-
where between three and six o’clock in the morning. 

Imagine the experience! You catch something in your sight, immedi-
ately dismissing the first thought that enters your head. You reject the first 
thought that a person is walking toward you on the stormy sea because that’s 
impossible. But the longer you stare, the more the obscure shape comes into 
focus. Finally, you’re sure your eyes aren’t playing tricks on you. But that 
can’t be a person. No one takes a walk on the sea! In absolute terror the dis-
ciples cried out, thinking they saw a ghost. Then they heard a familiar voice. 
The disciples learned the lesson of Matthew 19:26: “With men this is impos-
sible, but with God all things are possible.” 

“Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid” (v. 27b). Here we have three of 
the most potent phrases in the Christian faith. Since the first and the last 
sentences make sense only in light of what is said in between, let’s give our 
attention to those words: it is I. In the Greek New Testament, this phrase is 
two words. It’s the emphatic use of I am. A word-for-word translation would 
read, I, I am or I myself am. Jesus was emphasizing himself; he was empha-
sizing his presence with the powerful words, I AM. It is commonly agreed 
that by speaking in this way, Jesus was identifying himself with YHWH, the 
Creator God who revealed himself to Moses in Exodus 3.

The one treading on the stormy sea is the same being who said, “Let the 
waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land 
appear.” And he gave these gathered waters their name (Genesis 1:9–10). He 
is the one who gave the seas their boundary “that they may not pass over; 
That they may not return to cover the earth” (Psalm 104:9). And he spoke 
to his disciples, giving them two commands that are familiar in Scripture. 
He instructed them to take courage and stop being afraid. Fear nothing cre-
ated; fear the Creator. Do not fear the seas. Fear the one who will cause the 
seas to give up their dead, and then judge each one according to their deeds 
(Revelation 20:13). “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” I am here. I am 
with you. I have a purpose for you. 
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Peter Loses Focus (14:28–31)

What happened next is just as miraculous. Peter got out of the boat and 
walked on water toward Jesus. He was captivated by Jesus, and he came 
toward him in bold faith. But then he was seized by fear. Why? He took 
his eyes off Jesus and became absorbed by other things: the wind, waves, 
a raging storm, his vulnerability. He did what Jesus just said not to do—he 
became afraid.

Keep your eyes on Jesus. You will be tempted throughout your life to 
allow something besides Jesus to absorb your attention. And when you do, 
you’ll start to sink. Not in the sense that you’ll fall from grace or lose your 
salvation. I’m talking about events and circumstances that can lead to dis-
couragement, fear, bitterness, self-pity, even despair.

People will disappoint and betray you. Disease and sickness will affect 
you or someone you love. Tragedy will strike. You’ll lose people too soon. 
You’ll go through things you never imagined happening to you, someone 
else maybe, but not you. Storms will come that will rearrange your world 
in ways you could never have imagined. And you’ll be tempted to take your 
eyes off of Jesus. Don’t. Keep Jesus in focus. Remember, he speaks the truth. 
You don’t need to fear. And if you do look away from him for twenty seconds 
or that many years, know that you can call out to him again. “Lord, save 
me” (Matthew 14:30b). And he will. That’s what he does. He saves. He gives 
assurance. He gives peace. He gives joy. He gives hope. He gives strength. 
He gives courage. How beautiful God’s presence is. The only appropriate 
response is worship. 

The Disciples Worship Jesus (14:32–33)

The first time the disciples experienced the miraculous on the sea, they 
questioned. This time there was no question. They worshiped: “You are cer-
tainly God’s son,” they said (Matt. 14:33). The word used here for worship 
means “to express in attitude or gesture one’s complete dependence on or 
submission to a high authority figure, (fall down and) worship.” 
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In ancient writings, this word was used to describe the act of a person 
falling before someone and kissing their feet, the hem of their garment, or 
even the ground. The Persians did this before a deified king, and the Greeks 
before a divinity or something holy. Note that people worshiped Jesus numer-
ous times in Matthew (2:2–11, 8:2, 9:18, 15:25, 20:20), which is no surprise 
since the beloved Son “is the image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15), 
and the radiance of God’s glory, the exact representation of God’s nature 
(Hebrews 1:3). Simply put, Jesus is worthy of our worship. 

Implications and Actions

“Take courage, it is I; Do not be afraid” (Matt. 14:27). What are the implica-
tions of these words? The actions are built into the words themselves: Take 
courage. Do not be afraid. What would that look like for you? 

We all experience storms in life. These storms create fear, and we are all 
tempted to let fear hold us back. Instead, we must take our lead from Jesus. 
When he went through tumultuous times, he got alone with his Father and 
prayed. God wants each of us to have a relationship with him. A relationship 
involves talking, listening, commitment, and trust. 

In the storms of life, Jesus can be trusted. Keep your eyes on him, 
making him the object of your ultimate devotion. He is the one who makes 
a way when there is no way. He is the one who saves us from the storm. 
Whether you’re in a season of life where you’re walking toward him or sink-
ing, continue to cry out to him. He is faithful and mighty to save.
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Questions

1. What are the implications of Jesus words in Matthew 14:27?

2. In what areas of your life do you need to “take courage” and let go of 
fear?

3. How do you think the disciples felt when they saw Jesus walking on 
water in the storm?

4. Why did Peter walk to Jesus? Would you have gotten out of the boat?

5. What are the things in life that cause you to have “little faith” 
(Matt. 14:31)?

6. Why should we fear God? Can fear and love coexist? 



BIBLE
STUDY 
GUIDE 

lesson

MAIN IDEA

The woman knew his gracious mercy 
was her only hope for undeserved 
forgiveness.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Is it easier to make demands of God 
than to beg for mercy?

STUDY AIM

To learn that as a believer I should 
always practice humility.

QUICK READ

A woman loved her daughter more 
than her own life. She practiced 
humility, knowing that a crumb of 
grace was enough. Great faith does 
not give up. 

FOCAL TEXT

Matthew 15:21–28

BACKGROUND

Mark 7:24–30

From Desperation 
to Faith

10

93 



94 MIRACLES: THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF JESUS

Introduction

Though he was no man of faith, E.Y. Harburg, who wrote “Over the Rainbow,” 
expressed it well when he said: “Words make you think a thought. Music 
makes you feel a feeling. A song makes you feel a thought.” Throughout 
church history, songs have served as excellent vehicles for expressing 
Christian theology. When thinking of our undeserved forgiveness and God’s 
gracious mercy, the great Christian hymn, “Rock of Ages” comes to mind. 
The following words serve as a fitting prelude as we prepare to reflect on 
these matters. 

Not the labors of my hands can fulfill the law’s demands; 
could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow, 
all for sin could not atone; thou must save and thou alone.
Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to thee for dress, helpless, look to thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die!1

Matthew 15:21–28 
21 Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre 

and Sidon.22 And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 

began to cry out, saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 

daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.” 23 But He did not answer her 

a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, “Send her 

away, because she keeps shouting at us.” 24 But He answered and said, 

“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”25 But she came 

and began to bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, help me!”26 And 

He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and 

throw it to the dogs.” 27 But she said, “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed 

on the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus said 

to her, “O woman, your faith is great; it shall be done for you as you 

wish.” And her daughter was healed at once.
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A Cry for Mercy (15:21–22)

One of the more perplexing mysteries of life is why some people respond to 
Christ with faith while others do not. This perplexity is presented as a para-
dox in Scripture (Matt. 11:27–28) and is a core theme of the Gospels. 

Matthew 15:21 mentions Tyre and Sidon. Someone reading through 
Matthew’s Gospel would recognize these cities. In Matthew 11:20 we read: 
“Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which he performed most of 
his miracles because they did not repent.” Think about that. The power of 
God was on full display. These people had front-row seats to the miracles of 
Jesus—and yet they were unmoved. This inertia is just one of the numer-
ous examples in the Gospels of the contradiction of the adage. Seeing is not 
always believing. In other words, they see, but they don’t see. 

Jesus continued: “Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the 
miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes” (Matt. 11:21). 
Tyre and Sidon were pagan lands denounced by the prophets. It doesn’t bode 
well if Jesus said someone could learn a thing or two from people like that. 

In today’s text, we read other words loaded with meaning and baggage: 
“a Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him” (Matt. 15:22). In his 
Gospel, Mark identified this woman as a Greek of the Syrophoenician race. 
Matthew called her a Canaanite, likely as a way of emphasizing that she was 
a Gentile and, according to the Jews, one of the worst of Gentiles. This is all 
a rough equivalent to “I don’t think we’re in Kansas anymore.” Tyre, Sidon, 
and a Canaanite? We might expect the word unbelief to follow those words. 
Instead, what happened next is as surprising as it is incongruous.

The Canaanite woman addressed Jesus as Lord, a messianic title that 
indicated she had confidence in Jesus’ power to heal her daughter. Again, 
paradox and irony are evident. In Matthew’s Gospel, those whose religion, 
culture, traditions, and practices had prepared them for faith often didn’t 
have faith (Matthew 8:10; 8:23–27; 11:15–19; 11:20–24; 12:9–14; 12:38–
42; 13:53–58; 14:31; 22:42). On the other hand, those who were outsiders, 
“strangers to the covenants of promise” (Ephesians 2:12), often did exer-
cise faith. Humility is vital when it comes to matters of God and faith. If 
those close to the love and wonders of God so grossly missed the point, we 
should exercise great caution and humility ourselves. Familiarity can lead to 
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pride. Pride can lead to feelings of superiority, a false sense of security, and 
even contempt. The only remedy is to remember our need for God’s gracious 
mercy continually. This remedy applies to all people, Christians included. We 
would be wise to remember the Apostle Paul’s words to the Gentiles at Rome 
(Romans 11:16–22). 

Silence, Rejection, Insult (15:23–26)

Jesus didn’t immediately respond to the woman. Not even a word. It’s not 
that he didn’t hear her. That’s obvious, as we know that she’s crying out and 
shouting (vv. 22–23). We don’t know how long she wailed, but it went on 
long enough for the disciples to speak up. They kept asking Jesus to send 
her away. While we can read their request as callous, there may have been 
something else transpiring. The word “send” in verse 23 can have the mean-
ing of relieving. The disciples may have been advocating for the woman. It’s 
possible to interpret their words as a request to give the Canaanite woman 
what she wanted, though not necessarily due to tender hearts but tired ears.

As with the words Tyre and Sidon, what we read in verse 24 is some-
thing we’ve read before in Matthew’s Gospel. “I was sent only to the lost 

The Canaanites

The word Canaanite is used for both a specific people group and to 

denote the people who occupied the land of Canaan. This land was 

located between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan river, going as 

far up and to the east as Syria. We read in Genesis 10 that Canaan was 

a descendent of Noah’s son, Ham. Canaan’s descendants include many 

people groups including the Jebusites, Amorites, and Hivites. These are 

the people groups the Israelites were instructed to drive out of Canaan 

so that they could inherit the land that God promised them. Thus, the 

land of Canaan would become the land of Israel. The Canaanite gods 

included El, Baal, Attar, Anath, Asherah, Shahru, and Shalmu, among 

others. Because of their worship of other gods and religions, as well as 

their social practices, God strictly forbade the Israelites from intermar-

riage and close social ties with the Canaanites.
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sheep of the house of Israel.” Earlier in Matthew 10, when Jesus sent the 
twelve on a mission, he specifically instructed them not to seek out Gentiles 
or enter Samaritan cities. Rather, “go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” 
(Matt. 10:6). However, when Jesus said this to the Canaanite woman, it’s a 
bit jarring.

She was undeterred. If anything, she demonstrated even more stalwart 
determination. She worshiped Jesus (v. 25). Gentile though she was, she 
adored the Lord, the son of David, and cried out with a prayer that would 
naturally roll off the tongue of any faithful Israelite. It’s a prayer that we 
encounter numerous times in the Psalms: “Lord, help me!” 

 If Jesus’ remark about only being sent to the lost sheep of Israel wasn’t 
enough to warrant confusion about his intentions, what he said next sure 
is. He essentially said, “Compared to the children of Israel, you’re a dog. It 
wouldn’t be right for me to give to you the good things meant for them.” 
Jesus was observing the common practice among Jews of his day of identi-
fying an unclean and ungodly Gentile as a dog, which was stunning coming 
from his lips. 

A Humble and Persistent Faith (15:27–28)

If the woman did not walk away after being ignored and told no, you would 
think an insult would have sent her on her way. But she refused to let pride 
get in the way. She could not allow herself to sidetrack from rescuing her 
daughter. Fine, I’m a dog, if you say so. But even dogs get a crumb from time to 
time. This mom was determined and willing to humble herself—what a fan-
tastic combination! In the Canaanite woman, we see a healthy balance of 
assertiveness and humility; the two are not mutually exclusive. 

Finally, the Canaanite woman heard what she had been waiting to hear. 
Jesus commended her “great faith” and healed her daughter. But by the time 
we get to the end of this narrative, the healing of the Canaanite woman’s 
daughter is not what leaves an impression on us; it almost seems peripheral. 
When we get to the end of this account, there’s the nagging question: What 
was that all about? 

This query is not insignificant. Discerning Jesus’ motive in this narrative 
is essential for applying the text. To begin with, either Jesus’ real intention 
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was to refuse the woman’s request, as his words suggest or give her what 
she wanted all along. The most likely interpretation is that Jesus intended 
from the start to grant her request. Jesus had instructed his disciples earlier 
to only “go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 10:6). However, 
in Matthew 8, when another Gentile asked Jesus to heal his servant, Jesus 
agreed to do so. Toward the end of that encounter, Jesus described the 
Gentile as having “great faith” (See Matt. 8:5–13). Interestingly, the only 
people identified as having “great faith” in Matthew’s Gospel are a Roman 
Centurion and a Canaanite woman, both Gentiles. 

If Jesus planned on granting the Canaanite woman’s request all along, 
why the initial silence and rejection? Though we can’t give a definitive 
answer to this enigma, it likely has more to do with the disciples than with 
the Canaanite. While Jesus described the woman as having “great faith,” 
not even twenty verses later, the disciples are described as having “little 
faith” (16:8). And that’s not the only time. Indeed, on five occasions the dis-
ciples are described as having “little faith” (Matt. 6:30; 8:26; 14:31; 16:8; 
and 17:20). 

It’s possible that the woman of great faith was an unwitting participant 
in an object lesson for Jesus’ disciples who had little faith. It’s almost as if 
Jesus were trying to communicate something like, See this pagan woman, 
guys? This is what it looks like to have great faith. Great faith is humble but 
persistent. It’s also significant that in both Matthew and Mark, this narra-
tive comes immediately after Jesus’ teaching about what defiles a person. 

Implications and Actions 

God couldn’t possibly work in that person’s life. Have you ever thought some-
thing like that? Today’s lesson reminds us anyone can exercise great faith. It 
is when we become familiar with the things of God that we are in danger of 
becoming comfortable and entitled. We should demand nothing from God. 
We are always in need of his gracious mercy. When we approach God, we 
must do so knowing we don’t deserve anything. 

The Christian life is a life of humility. It is a life of constant realignment 
with God’s will. And it is a life characterized by the deep conviction that 
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nothing is impossible with God. Because he is the object of our faith, great 
faith does not give up. 

Questions 

1. What is your initial reaction to today’s narrative?

2. Do you agree with the author that seeing is not always believing? Why 
or why not?

3. Have you ever been tempted to think that a certain kind of person could 
never have faith?
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4. Why did the disciples have such little faith?

5. What does great faith look like?

Notes

1. Augustus M. Toplady, Rock of Ages, in Worship and Rejoice, George H. Shorney, Carol 
Stream: Hope Publishing Company, 2001), 384. 
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Introduction

Many of the things we take for granted today were once the things of science-
fiction, and thought to be impossible: the automobile, airplane, lightbulb, 
sending people to the moon, the personal computer, the self-driving car. But 
with discoveries and new tools, the impossible became possible. 

Attempting to accomplish the simplest of tasks without the right tools 
is challenging. Indeed, sometimes without the essential tools, a job is 
impossible. In today’s lesson, we’ll learn that faith is the primary tool in the 
Christian’s life. The Christian life must be received and lived by faith. 

Matthew 17:14–21 
14 When they came to the crowd, a man came up to Jesus, falling on 

his knees before Him and saying, 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son, for 

he is a lunatic and is very ill; for he often falls into the fire and often into 

the water. 16 I brought him to Your disciples, and they could not cure 

him.” 17 And Jesus answered and said, “You unbelieving and perverted 

generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I put up with 

you? Bring him here to Me.” 18 And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon 

came out of him, and the boy was cured at once.
19 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could 

we not drive it out?” 20 And He said to them, “Because of the littleness 

of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard 

seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there, ’ and it 

will move; and nothing will be impossible to you. 21 [But this kind does 

not go out except by prayer and fasting.”]

The Disciples Fail (17:14–16)

In today’s lesson, we meet a man who came to Jesus on behalf of his son. 
Matthew described the boy as a lunatic (affected by the moon) and very ill. 
Background text in Mark 9 gives a more dramatic account of the boy’s condi-
tion. Also, from the beginning of Mark’s account, it’s evident that a demon 
caused the boy’s suffering.
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This father’s desperation heightened because Jesus’ disciples were 
unable to cure the boy. What’s interesting about this failure is that we know 
from earlier in Matthew’s Gospel that the disciples had healed others. In 
Matthew 10:1, we read that Jesus “gave them authority over unclean spirits 
to cast them out and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sick-
ness.” So why not in this instance?

Jesus Succeeds (17:17–18)

Jesus was not a man who fretted about hurting people’s feelings; he called 
people to repentance and proclaimed the kingdom of God (v. 17; Mark 1:38). 
He didn’t hold back. In Matthew 4:17 Jesus’ frustration was evident through 
his use of direct language and the repeated rhetorical question: “O unbeliev-
ing and perverted generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall 
I put up with you?”

When we take the time to recall the instances of unbelief in Matthew’s 
Gospel, we’re not surprised by Jesus’ frustration. Jesus words in 
Matthew 8:10 are the first clue: “Truly, I say to you, I have not found such 
great faith with anyone in Israel.” Just a few verses later, the disciples dem-
onstrated little faith when they feared the storm (vv. 23–27). 

In Matthew 11, Jesus described “this generation” as being dissatisfied 
with John the Baptist neither eating nor drinking but also being dissatisfied 
with Jesus’ eating and drinking (vv. 15–19). Both Jesus and John were sent 
from God but rejected by their contemporaries. The entire cities of Chorazin, 
Bethsaida, and Capernaum were reprimanded for their unbelief, though 
they witnessed several of the miracles of Jesus (vv. 20–24). 

Witnessing miracles was no guarantee of faith. In Matthew 12, after 
the Pharisees witnessed Jesus heal a man’s withered hand, they “counseled 
together against Him, as to how they might destroy Him (12:9–14). Unable 
to argue against his works of power, they attributed his miracles to the 
demonic (v. 24). Again, Jesus condemned that generation as being “evil and 
adulterous,” saying that pagans would condemn them at the judgment (vv. 
38–42). 

Jesus’ hometown fared no better. It was a classic case of familiarity 
breeds contempt. Those citizens affirmed that Jesus possessed wisdom and 
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miraculous power, but they were not impressed. Instead, they thought his 
actions scandalous and took offense. 

The unbelief in Nazareth was so great Jesus did not perform many mir-
acles there (Matt. 13:53–58). Peter was said to have “little faith” (14:31). On 
two occasions that we know of, the disciples participated in miraculously 
feeding thousands of people. And yet, the disciples again had “little faith,” 
missing Jesus’ deeper meaning about the yeast of the Pharisees. Instead, 
they discussed having enough bread for their journey (16:5–12). 

A significant part of the story of Jesus is that the chief cornerstone 
became a stumbling block (21:42). “He came to his own, and those who were 
His own did not receive Him” (John 1:11). Throughout his entire ministry, 
unbelief surrounded Jesus.

Perversion, distortion, and corruption were also rampant. Jesus must 
have felt frustrated and discouraged at times. Still, he was never without 

The Practice of Fasting

Scripture repeatedly mentions the practice of entirely abstaining from 

food for a time, as well as partial fasting, such as when Daniel ate no rich 

food, meat, or wine (Daniel 10:3). Instances of individual and communal 

fasting appear throughout the Old Testament. 

Individually, people fasted for different reasons, such as repentance or 

mourning. The nation of Israel observed fasts during certain celebrations 

and times of the year to commemorate particular events (Leviticus 23:27–

32; Zechariah 8:19). Later, the Jews developed the practice of fasting on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Jesus practiced fasting as a way of life. Like Moses and Elijah before 

him, Jesus fasted for forty days in the desert. Other instances of fasting 

are found in Matthew 6:16–18; 9:14–15; Luke 2:37; Acts 13:2–3; 14:23; and 

1 Corinthians 7:5.

By the second century, Christians were commonly instructed to fast 

on Wednesdays and Fridays. The practice became unpopular in some 

Christian circles because of its abuse. 

As with other spiritual disciplines, fasting can still be a useful prac-

tice today—if practiced for the right reasons with the right motivation 

(Matthew 6:16–18). 
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mercy, compassion, or love. He knew that the success of God’s program of 
redemption and renewal was not dependent on the fragile and fickle human 
race but God’s faithfulness. It’s the ultimate application of Jesus’ message 
that, “with men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible” 
(Matt. 19:26). 

The Power of Mustard Seed Faith (17:19–21)

We now return to the original question. After Jesus has rebuked the demon 
and cured the boy, the disciples wanted to know why their effort failed. 
“Why could we not cast it out?” they asked. Jesus told them they failed 
because their little faith was weak, something that characterized the dis-
ciples throughout Matthew’s Gospel (see 6:30; 8:26; 14:31; 16:8; 17:20). 

This is a common way of saying that the disciples had no faith. Of 
course, to take Jesus’ words about mustard seeds and mountains literally is 
absurd. Jesus was using vivid figures of speech to drive home the point he’s 
trying to make. Even the smallest amount of faith is enough to accomplish 
the impossible when the object of faith is worthy. A great amount of faith in 
a firefighter who can only lift thirty pounds is sure to result in disappoint-
ment. The object of a person’s faith is what counts.

Again, the disciples had healed others. What happened this time 
around? Though an explanation for their lack of faith is not given, the ques-
tion deserves reflection. Perhaps the disciples were intimidated because 
Jesus wasn’t with them. Just before this narrative, we read that Jesus was 
on the mountain with Peter, James, and John. It was during that time the 
remaining disciples were asked to heal the man’s son. Since Jesus wasn’t 
there, maybe they weren’t expecting anyone to come to them. Perhaps they 
thought they were on a well-deserved break and were caught off-guard by 
the man’s request. Maybe they forgot they had the authority to heal. Maybe 
when faced with this kind of unexpected situation, they became afraid and 
uncertain. While we’ll likely never know the reason for the disciple’s faith-
lessness, it is worth reflecting on what might contribute to our lack of faith.

When looking at faith and moving mountains, two mistakes are evident. 
The first is settling for mole hills. That is, we refuse to face the mountains 
God calls us to mount. Faith is easy, if it’s necessary at all, in the safety of 
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certainty. Another mistake is choosing our own mountains, which will result 
in major disappointment. 

Jesus’ teachings on having faith to do the impossible do not guaran-
tee a Christian will have spiritual superpowers which will result in making 
anything happen. Instead, when God calls us to do the impossible, we must 
fully believe in God and trust him with the outcomes, which is why prayer is 
so essential to the Christian life. When we pray, we must acknowledge that 
God is the Creator, and we are the created. He is all-powerful, and we are 
completely dependent upon him. Concerning the subject of prayer, Jesus’ 
words in John 15 are relevant: “apart from me you can do nothing.” A life 
of prayer helps to ensure we are abiding in him, that we are seeking his will 
and listening for his guidance and direction. When we know that we have 
prayerfully arrived at the foot of a God-ordained mountain, we can live the 
Christian life with immense faith, stable confidence, and an enthusiastic 
spirit of expectation. 

Implications and Actions

“This kind can only come out by prayer” (Matt.  17:21). Today’s lesson 
reminds us the Christian life must be received and lived by faith. The Book 
of Hebrews explains that, without faith, it is impossible to please God (11:6). 
Christian faith entails trusting God and stepping out with courage when he 
calls us to do the impossible. Trust and courage require two things:

• We must remember who our God is. He can do all things; nothing is 
impossible with God. 

• We must not forget the nature of our calling as followers of Jesus. God 
has called us to believe in him, love one another, and make disciples 
of all nations. When we remember God’s nature and the specific work 
that he’s called us to accomplish, we can achieve the impossible. 
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Questions 

1. What was your initial reaction to Jesus’ words in Matthew 17:17? 

2. What is significant about the possibility that Jesus wasn’t always “nice”? 

3. What are the roots of unbelief?
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4. How do you explain Jesus’ teaching about faith the size of a mustard 
seed being enough to move mountains? 

5. At this point in your life, how would you describe your faith? 

6. How would you respond to those who say they want more faith?
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Introduction

It has been said there are only two things certain in this life: death and 
taxes. Having paid several decades worth of taxes and after trying to gain 
an understanding of the complex American tax system, the death part might 
be the easier of the two! How about you? Do you look forward with joyful 
anticipation to April 15? Do you feel the burden of the tax laws?

The certainty of death and taxes was at work in Jesus’ day as well. 
Matthew 17:22–27 shows us how Jesus dealt with a tax question. We’ll see 
how Jesus made arrangements to fulfill his obligation (paying the temple 
tax) and how he announced freedom from such requirements so that his fol-
lowers would learn to give joyously and generously. 

Matthew 17:24–27 
24 When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the two-

drachma tax went up to Peter and said, “Does your teacher not pay the 

tax?” 25 He said, “Yes.” And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke 

to him first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do kings 

of the earth take toll or tax? From their sons or from others?” 26 And 

when he said, “From others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are 

free. 27 However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast 

a hook and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its 

mouth you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for me and 

for yourself.”

Fulfilling a Duty (17:24)

No one enjoys a visit from the tax man. That was true in Jesus’ day. The 
approach of tax collectors likely caused tension in Peter’s stomach. “Does 
your teacher not pay the tax?” they asked. I get tickled when I see Peter’s 
response. “Yes!” Peter responded, but then he went into the house, pre-
sumedly to ask Jesus if they were, indeed, paying the tax.

Jesus spoke first. He asked Peter a couple of questions regarding their 
duty to pay the temple tax. The issues addressed obligation: “From whom 
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do kings of the earth take toll or tax? From their sons or others?” Peter 
answered correctly, “From others.” Jesus then stated the obvious, “the sons 
are free.” The sons do not carry the obligation for the tax. Even then, Jesus 
wasn’t finished. In a remarkable turn, Jesus went on to say that, although 
he was free, he would pay the tax. Jesus willfully chose to participate. Why? 
So as not to give offense.

In Jesus’ day, the Mosaic Law gave the authority for the temple tax. This 
law would’ve been viewed as a religious duty but one that also had civic over-
tones. Every grown Jewish male was expected to participate in the tax; it 
was an obligation. Not to participate would’ve been equal to breaking the 
law. Not participating would’ve “given offense” to the letter of that law. 
Jesus chose to participate and fulfill this duty.

You and I are also obligated to certain civic duties, paying taxes being 
one of the most common. We, too, choose to participate so as not to give 
offense to our governments. We may not like paying taxes, but we fulfill our 
civic duty because the law says we must. We pay respect to our government 
as we pay the tax bill.

Governing Authorities (Romans 13:1–2)

The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 13 that God establishes governing 
authorities and that if we resist governing bodies, we are resisting what God 
has appointed. Perhaps like you, my initial reaction to this idea is that some 
governments do not merit my respect or support. Some governments are 
immoral, brutal, and dangerous; therefore, we as Christians should not obey 
those authorities, or should, perhaps, work to reform or discard them. Upon 
further reflection, however, I am confronted with the fact the Roman gov-
ernment—in power at the time Paul was writing Romans 13—was ruthless, 
relentless, and cruel. It was a corrupt authority.

Paul had personally experienced the persecutions of this lousy author-
ity. The apostle was imprisoned without cause, whipped, and had his rights 
as a Roman citizen violated. He knew what it meant to experience harm at 
the hands of corrupt authority. However, his words in Romans 13 are clear: 
Christians who “resist the authorities resist what God has appointed,” (v. 2) 
and also, “Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 
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revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor 
to whom honor is owed.” (v. 7). If Paul could write those words regarding a 
Roman authority that had conducted itself in the ways described above, then 
perhaps we should find the courage to execute our civic duties even when 
we sometimes disagree with how our government conducts itself. Again, we 
pay respect to the government as we pay the tax bill. In this way, we avoid 
“giving offense.”

The Sons are Free (17:23–27)

Freedom is the opposite of obligatory behavior. In freedom, we give not 
because we must but because we want to. What’s the difference? We pay the 
tax man because we must. We buy our grandson a birthday gift because we 
want to. Granted, there’s far more joy in the want-to! The want to is the more 
perfect way.

What if God could work a miracle in our hearts to turn our have-to 
mindsets into a want-to attitude? What if God could change our hearts so 
wholly we find joy even in have-to situations? God can and does work that 
miracle through our saving relationship with Jesus Christ. He works that 
miracle through the transformation of the human heart when we place 
faith in Christ as Savior. Transformation is the key that unlocks the want-
to door to joy. Paul wrote about this miracle transformation when he said, 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). For those who scoff at 
God’s ability to change even the most crusty and rebellious of human hearts, 
let us remember Matthew 19:26, “With man this is impossible, but with God 
all things are possible.”

Jesus announced, “the sons are free.” And he followed that announce-
ment by saying essentially, “Let’s go ahead and participate in the tax, ‘so 
as not to give offense.’” Because he was free, he chose to participate, not 
because he had to. The move from forced action toward want-to makes all 
the difference. It releases springs of joy into the heart and soul. Think about 
the difference made in moving from forced to want-to in the following:

• I have to go to church on Sunday.
• I want to go to church on Sunday!
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• I have to get my wife an anniversary gift.
• I want to get my wife an anniversary gift!
• I have to obey what the Bible says.
• I want to obey what the Bible says!

Get the picture? Moving from obligation into want-to is a miraculous 
transformation. It turns life around on even those who would persecute 
Christians by their abuses of authority and power over Christians. Turning 
life around from obligation to freedom is why Jesus said, “If someone slaps 
you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also,” and “if anyone forces you 
to go one mile, go with him two miles” (Matt. 5:40–41). Again, there’s great 
joy found in want-to!

Implications and Actions

Jesus sent Peter fishing with a strange purpose. He told Peter the mouth of 
the first fish he would catch would hold the money for their taxes. Peter was 
a fisherman, and all fishermen know you can find strange things in the belly 
of a fish. But the payment for their taxes? Really? Peter had to decide if he 
would obey Jesus’ command and fish for tax money. Obedience rested with 
the going and fishing.

A Higher Authority

Jewish religious leaders often tried to marginalize Jesus by attempting to 

catch him in a political trap. One such example appears in Matthew 22:15f. 

The Pharisees asked Jesus if it was right to pay taxes to Rome. Whether 

Jesus answered yes or no, there would be divisions and discord among 

the people—politics at work.

Jesus rose above petty politics. He said, “Render to Caesar the things 

that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” His answer 

informs Christian hearts still today. Although we do fulfill civic obliga-

tions, we have a much higher and greater authority that guides us.
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What do you do when the words of Scripture or the teachings of Jesus 
appear to conflict with your perception of the world? What if the teachings 
of Scripture are costly to you or cause discomfort? What if Jesus’ command 
seems crazy or unreasonable? 

You probably won’t find me fishing next April 14, but the treasure in this 
passage is that Peter chose to obey Jesus. So, must we.

Taxes and Tithes

The two-drachma tax was collected annually from Jewish men twenty 

years of age and older. It was worth approximately two day’s wages and 

used for the upkeep of the temple (Exodus 30:11–16). How is this tax 

similar to tithes and offerings collected in today’s church? How are they 

different?

Questions

1. Can you think of other times when Jesus turned forced performance 
into want-to action?
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2. Is there an area of your relationship with God that needs to move from 
have-to into a want-to?

3. Can God get the glory through Christians who fulfill their civic 
obligations? How so?
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4. How should Christians pray for their country and their leaders?
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MAIN IDEA

Even though two men were 
physically blind and emotionally 
desperate, they had unusual spiritual 
sight.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

Do you have eyes in your heart? 
(Ephesians 1:18)

STUDY AIM

To learn that spiritual blindness is 
real when I refuse to see what God is 
doing.

QUICK READ

Blindness was common in biblical 
times, and the majority of blind 
people were beggars. A crowd told 
two blind men to be silent, but in 
their desperation, they saw their 
opportunity for Jesus to heal them.

FOCAL TEXT

Matthew 20:29–34 

BACKGROUND

Mark 10:46–52

The Master’s Touch
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Introduction

When my son was about four years old, we moved to a new neighborhood. It 
was a neighborhood visited just about every summer afternoon by the pop-
sicle man in his colorful popsicle truck. My son quickly learned that when 
you heard the first notes of music coming from the popsicle truck, you had 
to spring into action! You had to scramble to find quarters, run outside to 
the curb, and wave down the popsicle man before he passed by your house.
Otherwise, you missed your treat.

I remember one occasion particularly. The popsicle man crested the hill 
near our house. We heard the music and scrambled but had trouble finding 
the money needed. The music got louder, meaning the truck was passing by 
at that moment, and we were running out of time. I finally found the change 
in a sock drawer and gave the money to my son. He bolted for the front door. 
Then, I heard a heart-wrenching cry. The door was locked! His dream of a 
popsicle was melting away.

This story had a happy ending, but I’ve often thought of that day and 
the desperation in the heart of my son for that special treat. He had learned 
early on that when the popsicle man was close, you had to act fast.

The stakes were far higher for the blind men in our story. They knew 
that when Jesus was near, they had to act. So, they cried out to Jesus. When 
they were rebuked and told to hush, they cried out even more. They were 
desperate for a meeting with Jesus, and they knew the time was now or 
never as Jesus was passing by.

Matthew 20:29–34
29 And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. 

30 And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and 

when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have 

mercy on us, Son of David!” 31 The crowd rebuked them, telling them 

to be silent, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, 

Son of David!” 32 And stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do 

you want me to do for you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be 

opened.” 34 And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they 

recovered their sight and followed him.
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When Jesus is Near (20:29–31)

Jesus was a traveling preacher. He shared the good news of salvation and 
announced the coming of the kingdom of heaven wherever he went. He was 
also a healer and miracle worker. Huge crowds followed him. Throughout the 
Gospels, we see people pressing forward to be near Jesus, to touch or speak 
with him.

The story of the two blind men in Matthew 20 happened near the end of 
Jesus’ public ministry. By that time, people had heard of Jesus. Many, per-
haps most, had formed an opinion of him. On one side were those who were 
all in with Jesus and believed him to be the Messiah. They witnessed his 
healing miracles and heard him preach with power. On the other side were 
those who opposed Jesus with the Jewish religious leaders at the forefront. 
They wanted to be rid of Jesus and were prepared to do whatever necessary 
to achieve that goal.

The two blind men had heard of Jesus as well. They were waiting at the 
roadside, probably near a city gate. As beggars, they would position them-
selves near highly trafficked areas to increase the likelihood that they might 
collect a few coins from a compassionate passersby. Hearing that the crowds 
were following Jesus, they cried out in desperation: “Lord, have mercy on us, 
Son of David,” they shouted. That they used the descriptive “Son of David” 
is significant. This phrase was a popular designate for the Messiah. By using 
this title, the blind men were making a statement of faith.

The crowd attempted to silence them. The culture of Jesus’ day had little 
patience with the disabled and frequently took advantage of the blind. Blind 
children sometimes were abandoned. Prospects of a productive life were 
none. Additionally, many Jews believed God was punishing the disabled. For 
example, the Gospel of John, chapter 9, tells us that on a given day, Jesus 

Evidence of Identity

In Jesus’ day, the blessings of healing and forgiveness of sins were con-

sidered things only God could do. Since Jesus ministry included many 

“God alone cures,” such as giving sight to the blind, healing lepers, and 

forgiving sins, those cures proved Jesus was the Son of God.
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and his disciples saw a man who had been blind from his birth. The disciples 
asked Jesus, “Who sinned, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
(vv. 1–2). The disciples’ question gives us insight into the thinking of the day. 
Again, the assumption among many, if not most, was that the disabled were 
under God’s judgment.

As difficult as it would be to navigate through life blind, those two men 
also had to deal with the emotional upheavals of a judging culture. Perhaps 
their desire for healing went far beyond the gift of sight. Maybe they were 
even more desperate to feel loved and included instead of judged and mar-
ginalized. So, they shouted. Jesus was near, so they shouted. The crowd tried 
to quiet them, but they shouted even louder! And Jesus stopped to see them.

What Do You Want Me to Do for You? (20:32–34)

What a fantastic offer Jesus made! “What do you want me to do for you?” he 
asked. The two men were ready with their request. From deep inside their 
hearts they replied, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” A compassionate Jesus 
touched their eyes, and they received their sight. Matthew related the mir-
acle story matter-of-factly as if he were telling us about the weather for the 
day. “With God all things are possible!” Indeed.

How would you answer Jesus? If Jesus were to ask, “What do you want 
me to do for you?” what would you say? Would you ask for health and heal-
ing for yourself? Would you ask health and healing for a family member or 
friend? Would you ask for your eyesight? Would you ask for a job? Money? A 
home? A spouse back? Children? Joy and happiness? What need or desire is 

Increasing Light

Jesus sometimes used sight as a metaphor for a person’s spiritual con-

dition. The eye, Jesus said, is a lamp for the body, letting light into the 

heart and soul. If an eye were faulty, debilitating darkness would overtake 

the soul (Matt. 6:22–23). Is the light of the Lord reaching into your heart? 

What can we do to increase incoming light?
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greatest in your heart? For what do you yearn? What is it that you want more 
than anything else in life? 

I think I know how Jesus wants us to answer that question. He wants 
us to believe in him. Jesus wants us to desire him more than anything and 
anyone else in this life. Why? Because Jesus knows that when our hearts are 
most satisfied in him, everything else will fall into place. “But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you,” Jesus said (Matt. 6:33).

God showed his people in the earliest days of their covenant relationship 
just how important it was that they value him above all things and above all 
people. The Ten Commandments begin like this: “You shall have no other 
gods before me.” With this commandment, God was doing the most loving 
thing he can do for his people. God, who made us and knows us intimately, 
knows that our supreme joy and happiness will always be found when we 
value him supremely. When our relationship with God is right, everything 
else can be. If our relationship with God is not right, all else is affected. 
When Jesus asks, “What do you want me to do for you?” he is delighted most 
when we ask that he help us believe and perfect our relationship with him. 

Implications and Actions

The blind men asked for their sight, and Jesus gave them their sight. 
God worked a miracle for them! How did they respond? Look carefully at 
Matthew 20:34. It says, “they recovered their sight and followed him.” Don’t 
miss the “followed him,” because that might be the biggest takeaway from 
this passage. Jesus performed a miracle. He interrupted his day for two blind 
beggars. Crowds were pressing in on Jesus because he was so immensely 
popular. But the most important words from this passage are these: “and 
they followed him.”

How about you? We all pray passionately about the things in this life 
that drive our hearts. Some of those things include family, health, security, 
and our relationship with God. Perhaps the thing we need most—the mira-
cle we need most—is the courage to follow Jesus in faith. Maybe as you read 
this lesson, you realize you need the courage to pray and ask Jesus to be your 
Savior. Perhaps you need the determination to follow Jesus by obeying the 
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Bible or worshiping the Lord at your church. Maybe following Jesus means 
sharing your faith at work or in your family. Perhaps following Jesus means 
praying passionately and regularly for those you love or merely loving a 
neighbor. How are you following Jesus?

Questions

1. What things do you value most in this life?

2. What are some things you can do to learn to value Jesus more?

3. Do you know individuals who value God supremely? What do their lives 
look like?

4. If God were to work a miracle in your life, how would you follow him?
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MAIN IDEA

The miracle of Jesus’ incarnation 
reminds us that God specializes in 
doing the impossible.

QUESTION TO EXPLORE

In John 3:16, what do the words 
“only begotten son” mean?

STUDY AIM

The life of Jesus is the most 
significant evidence of his 
supernatural birth and deity.

QUICK READ

There is a continual decline of 
Christians who believe in the virgin 
birth. Unbelief is man’s greatest 
problem.

Christmas Lesson

The Miracle of 
the Virgin Birth

FOCAL TEXT

Matthew 1:18–25

BACKGROUND

Luke 1:26–38
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Introduction

Like many, I grew up around a garden. My earliest days were filled with 
a sense of wonder as my grandfather explained the miracle of growing 
vegetables. I remember tilling the soil, dropping in seeds, covering them 
with dirt, watering them, and then waiting. Every day, I would walk to 
the garden to see if the miracle had transpired. Every day, I thought Today 
might be the day! Finally, there came that glorious moment when I could see 
little green shoots peeking up through the soil. Wide-eyed, all I could say 
was, “Wow!”

How sad it is that we tend to lose that sense of wonder as we age. 
Especially in western cultures, we quickly explain away miracles. We have a 
scientific explanation for why plants grow, for example. We know all about 
DNA and photosynthesis and the like. Therefore, there’s no miracle to see. 
Right?

Nothing could be farther from the truth. It is because science has dis-
covered the reality of things such as photosynthesis that the miracle of life 
is evident! Because I know about DNA strands and how they work, I can 
see it is truly a miracle beyond all miracles that life exists. These miracles 
scream at us that God is real, and he created everything. Life, itself, is a 
miracle.

Matthew 1:18–25
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, 

she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband 

Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 

to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 

David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived 

in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call 

his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this 

took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
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23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph 

woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 

took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. 

And he called his name Jesus.

The Miracle of the Virgin Birth (1:18)

Yes, life is a miracle. An ordered beautiful world is also a miracle. Our 
Almighty God has created everything. Genesis 1 tells us that in six days 
the Lord created everything: the heavens and the earth, light, the waters, 
dry land, plants that reproduce after their type, animals that also repro-
duce after their type, the sun, the moon, the stars and the seasons, the 
birds, the fish, and other animals both domesticated and wild. Then, as the 
crown of his Creation, God created humankind in his image to have domin-
ion over all that he had made. Everything you know and experience in this 
world—the sunlight, the cool breezes that blow across your face, broccoli, 
your dog, and, of course, all of the people in your life —is a miracle of God.
While we may deem these things routine or ordinary, they most certainly 
are not. For our Creator, even what we may call ordinary is still the great-
est of miracles.

Sometimes, however, God chooses to perform a miracle that surpasses 
the day-to-day marvels of life. The virgin birth is such a miracle. The Holy 
Spirit of God made Mary pregnant. Luke’s Gospel describes that miracle:

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin . . . and the virgin’s name was 
Mary . . .  And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God.  And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High . . .” And Mary said 
to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel 
answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
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the Most High will overshadow you; therefore, the child to be born 
will be called holy—the Son of God.” (Luke 1:26–35 excerpts)

So, the Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary, and she became pregnant. 
Matthew 1:18 states simply, “before they came together [Mary] was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit.” An extraordinary miracle of God trans-
pired, and Matthew made sure we know that Joseph (the man to whom Mary 
was engaged) and Mary did not have sexual relations until after Jesus was 
born. Jesus indeed was virgin born.

The Miracle of Joseph’s Vision and Heart (1:19–20)

Was Joseph hurt by the revelation of Mary’s pregnancy? Of course. Mary’s 
perceived unfaithfulness would have brought shame to Joseph and his 
family. He could have used the laws and cultural pressures of his day to 
take his revenge against Mary. Joseph had every right to do so, but he 
chose restraint. He did not want to punish Mary with public judgments and 
humiliation. He was a good man, indeed. Matthew’s Gospel tells us: “being 
a just man, and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her qui-
etly” (1:19). 

Notice that it was after Joseph had displayed his kind heart that he 
received the angelic vision. Look carefully at the difference made by the 
angel’s message to Joseph. Before the angel’s visit, Joseph, the good man, 
was still going to divorce Mary but not publicly disgrace her. After the 
angel’s visit, Joseph decided to follow through with his marriage to Mary, 

The Greatest Miracle

Some people say God doesn’t do modern-day miracles. Open your eyes. 

Life itself is a relentless and powerful testimony to God’s presence, love, 

and sovereignty. Miracles, such as our ability to see beauty, give and 

receive love, have cherished relationships, are on display daily. The great-

est miracle of all is that God saves people through Jesus Christ!
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believing, alongside her, that God’s Holy Spirit conceived the child she car-
ried. Don’t miss this vital point. We know that Mary was asked to believe 
that God’s Holy Spirit would conceive the baby, but Joseph was asked to 
believe as well. From both Mary and Joseph, obedience to God required 
faith and action. 

Jesus’ Miracle Purpose (1:21–25)

“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” Every believer should memorize this verse. It is the 
gospel in twenty-one words. Call him, “Jesus,” the angel said. 

The Gospels of Luke and Matthew tell us that the angel told Mary and 
Joseph what to name the baby. Why call him Jesus? Because he would save 
his people from their sins. The name Jesus is simply the Greek version of 
the Hebrew name Joshua. The name Joshua means, “The Lord saves.” Jesus 
came to the earth and lived among human beings as one of us for a singular 
purpose: to save us from our sins. God chose to bless the world with forgive-
ness of sins made available by the death of Jesus on the cross. 

The Book of 1 Peter describes Jesus’ sacrifice for sins this way: “For 
Christ also suffered for sins. The righteous for the unrighteous that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit” 
(3:18). Again, a few words encapsulate the whole gospel. We are sinners who 
will die separated from God in an eternal hell, and there’s nothing we can do 
about it. But God could and did. And because Jesus, the righteous one, died 
for us, the unrighteous ones, we can be brought home to God. We can have 
salvation and eternal life through Jesus. “With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26). 

Implications and Actions

What now? All we have to do is believe in him; to put our faith and trust in 
him. Have you? When I was eight years old, I said a simple prayer in which 
I confessed I was a sinner, expressed my belief in Jesus and asked him to 
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forgive my sins and save me. I believe Jesus did so in that very moment. 
I knew little about the Bible or theology when I was eight years old, but I 
knew enough. And now this verse lives in me through the power and promise 
and Holy Spirit of God: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” 
(John 3:16).

The greatest miracle God desires to work in your life is your salvation. 
Why not pray and ask Jesus to save you right now?

In the Lineage of God

While we don’t say “begat” today, the word retains weighty meaning and 

speaks of the importance of lineage. Used of Jesus, it expresses with cer-

tainty that he is the Son of God.

Questions

1. Have you asked Jesus to be your Savior? Tell someone about it!

2. How difficult would it have been for Mary and Joseph to believe the 
virgin birth? How do you think they talked to their friends and family 
about it?

3. Do you think most Christians today believe in the virgin birth of Jesus? 
Why or why not? What different do you think it makes?
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Pillars (The Ten Commandments) —Teaching Guide (BWP001279) $5.50  __________   ____________

Rescue and Redemption—Study Guide (BWP001257) $4.75  __________   ____________

Rescue and Redemption—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001258) $5.00  __________   ____________

Rescue and Redemption—Teaching Guide (BWP001259) $5.50  __________   ____________

Called to Serve—Study Guide (BWP001237) $4.75  __________   ____________

Called to Serve—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001238) $5.00  __________   ____________

Called to Serve—Teaching Guide (BWP001239) $5.50  __________   ____________

Faith > Fear—Study Guide (BWP001217) $4.75  __________   ____________

Faith > Fear—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001218) $5.00  __________   ____________

Faith > Fear—Teaching Guide (BWP001219) $5.50  __________   ____________

Old Testament

Power & Purpose: God Unveils the Universe (Genesis 1-11)—Study Guide (BWP001232) $4.75  __________   ____________

Power & Purpose: God Unveils the Universe (Genesis 1-11)—Large Print Study Guide  
(BWP001233) $5.00  __________   ____________

Power & Purpose: God Unveils the Universe (Genesis 1-11)—Teaching Guide  
(BWP001234) $5.50  __________   ____________

Choices and Consequences (Joshua/Judges)—Study Guide (BWP001212) $4.75  __________   ____________

Choices and Consequences (Joshua/Judges)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001213) $5.00  __________   ____________

Choices and Consequences (Joshua/Judges)—Teaching Guide (BWP001214) $5.50  __________   ____________

Character and the Crown (1 Samuel)—Study Guide (BWP001252) $4.75  __________   ____________

Character and the Crown (1 Samuel)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001253) $5.00  __________   ____________

Character and the Crown (1 Samuel)—Teaching Guide (BWP001254) $5.50  __________   ____________

Triumphs and Troubles (2 Samuel) —Study Guide (BWP001272) $4.75  __________   ____________

Triumphs and Troubles (2 Samuel) —Large Print Study Guide (BWP001273) $5.00  __________   ____________

Triumphs and Troubles (2 Samuel) —Teaching Guide (BWP001274) $5.50  __________   ____________



New Testament

On Your Mark: The Gospel in Motion (Mark)—Study Guide (BWP001227) $4.75  __________   ____________

On Your Mark: The Gospel in Motion (Mark)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001228) $5.00  __________   ____________

On Your Mark: The Gospel in Motion (Mark)—Teaching Guide (BWP001229) $5.50  __________   ____________

GSI: Gospel Story Investigator (Luke)—Study Guide (BWP001247) $4.75  __________   ____________

GSI: Gospel Story Investigator (Luke)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001248) $5.00  __________   ____________

GSI: Gospel Story Investigator (Luke)—Teaching Guide (BWP001249) $5.50  __________   ____________

Grace and Truth (John) —Study Guide (BWP001267) $4.75  __________   ____________

Grace and Truth (John) —Large Print Study Guide (BWP001268) $5.00  __________   ____________

Grace and Truth (John) —Teaching Guide (BWP001269) $5.50  __________   ____________

Going Viral: The Birth and Advance of the Church (Acts)—Study Guide (BWP001242) $4.75  __________   ____________

Going Viral: The Birth and Advance of the Church (Acts)—Large Print Study Guide  
(BWP001243) $5.00  __________   ____________

Going Viral: The Birth and Advance of the Church (Acts)—Teaching Guide (BWP001244) $5.50  __________   ____________

Correction and Counsel (1 & 2 Corinthians)—Study Guide (BWP001262) $4.75  __________   ____________

Correction and Counsel (1 & 2 Corinthians)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001263) $5.00  __________   ____________

Correction and Counsel (1 & 2 Corinthians)—Teaching Guide (BWP001264) $5.50  __________   ____________

Terror & Triumph (Revelation)—Study Guide (BWP001222) $4.75  __________   ____________

Terror & Triumph (Revelation)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001223) $5.00  __________   ____________

Terror & Triumph (Revelation)—Teaching Guide (BWP001224) $5.50  __________   ____________

Coming for use beginning March 2020

Faith Under Fire (Study of Daniel)—Study Guide (BWP001292) $4.75  __________   ____________

Faith Under Fire (Study of Daniel)—Large Print Study Guide (BWP001293) $5.00  __________   ____________

Faith Under Fire (Study of Daniel)—Teaching Guide (BWP001294) $5.50  __________   ____________

PLEASE NOTE

In addition to these Bible studies, which are available in both print and digital formats, we have several studies 
available in a digital-only format. See www.baptistwaypress.org for a complete listing of these studies.

CALL your order toll-free: 1-866-249-1799  
(M–Thur 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. central time 

Fri 8:30 a.m.–12:00 noon central time).

OR, E-MAIL your order to: baptistway@texasbaptists.org.

OR, ORDER ONLINE at www.baptistwaypress.org. 

We look forward to receiving your order! Thank you!


